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Friends, 

PREFACE 

known as Quakers, arose Northern England during the 

soon spread to Ireland. One of their claims was to be 'primitive Christianity revived', in other 

words, to question some Church practices and return to the simple faith & actions of the New 

Testament Christians. The first local Quaker recruits were English & Scottish settlers, very few 

Gaelic Irish surnames appear in Friends records until the present generation. 

Quakers appeared in Co. Cavan by 1655 having a continuous but tiny presence until the early 

1900's. It is their records which I have drawn on to assemble this collection. My present-day 

local contacts in Co.Cavan have all been welcoming and encouraging to me, an outsider. 

I have only one family connection with Co. Cavan. My father's aunt, Emma Louisa Potts, after 

education at Brookfield Friends School, came to Cootehill in 1889, aged about 19. She was 

employed by William J.Dawson & stayed for two, perhaps three, unpleasant years. Later she 

married & emigrated to Canada. My attempts to get stories of her Cootehill days were fruitless. 

In 1993 1 was contacted by Ruby Middleton, nee Whitfield, regarding the derelict ~riends Hall 

and unkempt Burial Ground. Although living in Sheffield, she regularly visited the Quaker Forth 

in Drumaveil where her parents were among the last to be interred. Vandalism forced the 

removal of her parents headstone to the Church of Ireland graveyard. After Ruby died in 

2004,her ashes were brought there & her name added to those of her parents on the 

headstone. Ruby's enthusiasm and gentle determination have inspired me to gather these Co. 

Cavan Quaker records, chiefly for the interest of local historians and as a salute to the staunch 

& devoted group of Friends, men & women, who worked and worshipped in Co. Cavan for 

about 250 years. 
A 

I dedicate this collection to the endearing memory of Ruby Middlet 



" 165 5. fecmed ro be GitisSed, and there was a great 
r"H?w W. L. f ~ t  Appe~rance of the Country at that SefTions: 
2;l,l:?trty'Aftcr fcme more Diicourle, they let me at 

Liberty, for h e y  were alhalned of my Gom- 
mitment. 

Q f h h  ... Zeuving .SlnpKecping t o  toke a Farm in 
the Cozmty ,of Cavan . Friemis Sa ffering s erz- 

I creabd. He was pztt in the Stccks at Beltur- 
be:. His Difioz~@ with the Covernor, 
A Ba pri fi Prencbw and Capt. Morris bo~b 
corn inced. 

-r 0 \5T zbout this Time it  came weightily ' h* upon me to leave Shop-keeping, al:d 
trike a Far m, to be an Exampic in  the Teiti- 
nlony again i t  T i thes ;  for as ye: that was not 
broken through,  few, if any ,  flood in that 
Tc!t:l!l-\ailjr in  this Nation. There was one , Col. J,~,v1>,4'o?i, who was c u n v ~ s m d  of Truth,  

i<c!:~l!lm. :I.loGp . j i ;  i:t: ciid nc:t @in with Friends; he had 
a S ' C ~ I  De,i of Land i i ;  ihe  C o u n ~ y  of Cpvan, 
al;d o:'r.er Plz'cc:, end w a s  tlefiro~s to have 
I;iienL::, l i v e  on his Land, pntniring he wou!d 
bai]d a r k / l e ~ \ i i ! g - h ~ ~ f r ,  and do great hnIatters 

to ptomo:e T I U : ~ .  So my Iirdther and I rode 
' to ilis g-iouCc: iri h e  County ~f Cmm,  aqd 

crecre4 

treatid with him ahout taking feveral Parcels of 1675. 
. Land f ~ r  ourlelves, and icversl. other Families 
- of Friends who were *,):iIlirlt, to live near u s ;  

but for iome Time v,: : o!a\cl no t  cloie a Bar- 
mi.a witb him, for hi  -. :; a hard Mm, After 
4 

:,a ahile  the Loud's ; ;:r fii!cd' m y  Heart ;  
then wa. I moved i n  Word of Life ro tell 
him, I liuould faie  bi :xd, ht biyl .to k t  d n t  
. hk would for it,' and t,l.!ke his o ~ w a  -1cr.m ; at 
which he was oinaz~. 51 : So p3~1i:~g a little, 

t dcfir'ed half' a n  Hob: , , corllider ; I:-?. walked 
,into his O~c'nard, and r .I lirtle Time' m u 1  ned 
to us, and clofed a .,gain with us for the  

A Land, on. Inch: e;;~.iy i;ent and Terms as we . 
' could not hzve brousht him to by Arguments ; 

whereupon kver-a1 Families of Ffienrls came 
with us and k'zttled on his Lard. U'c:  lir'pt a 
Meeting for the Worihip of God twic r  in rhc 
Week, In which our Hems wars rcrrtkr be.. 

f .  f ax  the E o ~ d ,  and, i i l  iirs LOW, -n6:3r a r ~ d  
'dear one to another. Mow 'Truth r;,:s ~ r n d l  
iprwd, and Meetings kttie:i in feveral IJlaces, 

In thofe Dzyq the xld and the T h i n g s  of 
i t  were na t  nqar ou; :::arts, but  tbe Love of 

God, ' 
r 

I 



1655. God, his Truth and TeRimony lived in our 
',.rvy Hearts ; we were glad on.e .of aoath,er's Com- 

pany, though fometimes ,oar o.utward Fare was 
very mean, and our L*odging on Straw; we 
did not mind high Things, but were glad one 

. sf another's Wlfa re  in b e  Lord, aad hb 
Loye.dweh in us. 

Now I was often abra,ad in Tr.uth's Service,' 
vifiting Friends, a ~ d  .ge,tting Meetings in 
feveraJ Placp, I was ,m.o,v,ed to trawl into 

Leiniter Lezjz&er Provkg ,  ,aa,d mept from Place . ~ o  
Province, Place, +r the Lor,d's good Spirit guided me. I 
RoRCn- came to R@nnIlis, an,d there met wish two 
allis. Families come out of E n g h d ,  convinced of 

the Truth : From thence I went to Nicholas 
Nicholas Starkey's near Athione, &nd had ,a Meeting there 
Starkey- - on-a firf i  Day, to ~~h i c . k f eve raLf~bex  Pe@ . 

At 11 'one. came, and the Lord's Power and Preknce wers 
with us. 

M,niI,pr From thence I went to Mullingar, and 
lodged there one Night, where was a Trooper 
that was convinced, who  rode with me feveral 
Miles the next Day, and continued coming to 

J , ~  lijnagh Meetings. I came that  Night to Finogh, -but 
they yfilfe the inn-keepers i n  the Town refufed me Lodg- 

ing, for that they knew I was a @nker. :It 
was in Winter-time and cold Weather; upon ' 

which I cnquirrd for the Confiable, and they 
filewed me his Houie: I told him He rnz,lZ pro- 

bad Been at 1%7e Inns, v,,. 1-c they rfull;d me 
Lodging, H e  kept an k. . .- houfe, and had 

&I 
allo refbred me, but- after : ~ a c h  Difcdurfe with 
him, he told rrie J 1m/2 ;c contelit witti f i cB  

. Lodging as he had fok me; 1 told him to Let 
m e  hnzle a. Room with a Fim t o j 2  by, add Hay 
Jbr my Horfi, and I wouU be confenf. So E 
alighted, went into the Houfe, and there were 
Troopers drinking, who Cion perceived what 
I was, and began to fcoff u~cl  to aik me many Tmopers 

koff at QueRions, which I anfwwd iin my Drcedom ; l,T.E.and 
but when I Thee'd and Thou'd them i n  our reient llis 

Difcobrfe, they were very angry, and one of plain 
Lan~;uagG 

them fwore, If IT4ou'd h1~12 again, hc wouM 
deavtL my Head; but in our Dilieourfe, when 
it came in its Place I Thob'd him again, 
ahd he flarting up  in Anger drew his Sword; 0nct11ere- 

upollldretc but one of his Corporals iit'ting by him fiopped 111s . Sword, 

hism, --and -commanded him - to--put-~p-kls------- 
Sword, for there ihould be no Cleaving of 
Heads there; and caufed thy Troopers to go 
to their Qukrters, bht he itaid with me dif- 
couriing late in the Night, and was convinced, 
being tender, received .tb; Truth, and came 
to Meetings. 

About this Time we I: , a k'lceting at Bel- Eelturtct* 
. turdet, and the Lord's I'jwer and Prefence 
was with us; but the I .wit of the Town 
were an envious Man, tr.,'lo came with fome 
rude People, broke u p  <:u Mtet ing  and took 
us to Prifon, both N'ler: and Women. VETe 
were all Night in a ver:, ,old Place, the Wo- 

men 



. - 
32,.> J O U R N A L  oJ' 

men were mightily pinched. with Cold, it be;, 
ing Frofc and Snow. The  next Morning he 
k t  all the other Friends at Liberty, but me he 

ThePro- put in  the Stocks in the Market- lace, u~d 
v o f i p ~ t  People gathered about me, where I had an  
W. E. in- 
,d ,,,, Opportuljity to preach the Tru th  to them, 
Stocks. which <they heaard with Soberneis, were ten- 

der a n d  reNeQrd much upon the ProvoIt for 
abufing us. 

Robert PPnrdell then, being but a goy, told 
t l x  Provoit Ht. had Jet a better f i n  than bimfiIfIf 
ill the Stocks, and there was r~ Ztze when /uch 

F as he 1lur/2. not h a v e  meddle4 witb m e  : Where- 
He ;;tit fore the Provufi took him, and iet him in the,  """ "- S:oclrs by me  ; but his Father foon heard of 
\V~irdolI 
inro tl,c i t ,  and threatened the Provofi.with the Law ; 
slocb. for he was then Mailer o f  thestore, there be- 

ing a Carrilon of Soldiers there, Lo that Rderert 
JPy~rdell was Loon taken out of the S:ocl;s, who 
being convinced, kept to Tru th  and wirlr 
Friends, afterwards became a frrviceable Man  
for Truth, and a Preacher of it. 

T h e  People were much diliatisfied with the 
Frovofi ; fo he fent his O6cer  to let me look,. 

:V. E re- who  opened the Stocks, and bid m e  Tahe out nzy 

PromR came and ope!: - 3 the Stocks, bidding 
me l a k e  out ny Leg: I told him, No, for be w, 
had made me a SpeEtaccle t o  rk Peoplr, and I 
Knew no Law that I bad bi.olren ; hut kt him 

- take out my Leg rbar put it in. Upon which 
he opened the Stocks with one Hand, and tool% 
my Leg out with the other. His  Name was 
Richard We/?. 

At this T ime  Oliver CmmweNhad put forth Oliver 
a Declaration, That jicbfiouid be proteblcd i n  :izi:i! 
their ReZigioz, gs owned God the Creator of nll a Dcclal a- 

Things, and Cbnjl J&s the Saviour of f i n ,  tion ~011-  
cctning and tbe Scriptzq-es, and leveral other Things l~e,igi.JIL 

mentioned therein. So the Governor of that 
Garrilon, with the Offiw4s and chief Men in 
the Town, and A b u n i - ~ c e  of People with 
them, that filled the Cmiit-Houle, would try 
us by the Declaration, tvherher we and our ' 

Religion were under Ofiver's ProteAion or not ; 
the ProvoR was there, a d  i was fent for i n . ~ y  lvllich 

.  fie Clerk of the GariiL.n, who was then a $y;lr 
LZaptzj9, but afterwards :, Friend, read the De- 
ciaration, and I was cal!, . ro anfwer to the Par- 
ticulars. I anfwered t; 111 ib, that  the Go- 
vernor and they with him gave their J:ldg* 

. ment, that w e  were urzhr P~~ot&ion, r~/id 
' our Religion was to he p r o t ~ f i ~ d .  



Dudlin,".that Captain 21Iorris was turned @a- 
,- ker: whereupon he was removed with his 

Company louihward. Not long after he was 
Cent for to Dublin,'to appear before the Gen- 
eral and. chief Officers, many of whom were 
Bqri/ts. H e  was examined about his %bting 
turned !&zker, which he did' not deny, but 
coufeffed our Faith and Principles, and at that 
T i m e  was dilcharged from his Command, be- 
cauk  he was a !&&ker. He was a worthy wife 
Man,  had a Teftimony in our, M-eetings, and 
died in the Faith of Jefus. I was at Dubh 
at that .T ime when they took his Command 
from him. H e  wculd often Cay, That I was a 
gredt Help and Strength to him in the Trutb. 

I7rIe11as N o w  our Meetings increakd, and our Suf- 
Meetrngs 

. yef- ferings also in~ rea l ed .~  _but Friends being ,inno- 
ferirlgs cent, were careful to lteep up Truth's Teiti- 

' ' mony p u n ~ u a l l y  and faithfully : So that Tru th  
~4 ea fe. 

galned dround. N o w  our Landlord Kernp/20n 
would not confirm our Leafes according to 
Covenant, but would irnpofe f'eteral Things 
on us, which Friends would not fubmit to : 
So that feveral Friends left his Lands, and re- 
n;oved with their Families towards Mount- 
mrlr'ck ; but come abode there longer, and kept 
~p a Meeting for Divine Worfhip twice in the 
Week ,  

Of his bmd Jkyh$nrnent a t C a v a n  in a n 4 y  
Dungeon. His Speech in public Court, Xe- 
leak sad Removal ajiterwurds t o  Roffenallis. 

Was then kept clofe Prifoner in Cman Goal nt c,,,, 
for the Tefiimony of Truth, in a naRy " prdoned "-inl- 

Dungeon -among Thieves and Robbers, where in a 

we eafed ,our fekves in one End of the Dnn- Duwem. 
geon, and the Excrements *re very noifome, 
the Dungeon being arched over Head : In  the 
Day we had the Benefit to look out through 
an Iron Crate; but- at Night the-Door-was- 
c l o k  fhut, and then we were as if we had been 
in an Oven. In the Ea;, the Prifoners would 
beg Turf, and at Nighi, when the Door was 
cloCe ihut, they would kindle a Fire, which 
filled the Dungeon w:45 thick Smoke. there 
being little Air  ; this a. 3yed me very much, 
but they could enaure it, being ufed to the like 
in  their Cabins. 

One Night the Smoke fiifled me, and flop- 
ped my Breath, fo thzr  I fell down and lay 
on the Ground: T h e  Prifoners cried out that 
1 war Lad, then the Goaler [Brew open the 
Door in Hafie, and when he faw m e  lying on 
the Ground, he was in a Rage, alld thought 

they 



they had killed me, but when he underffow4. -- the Cauie, he carrisd ' ~ Z E ~ X I ~  rhe Air. In a 
little Time I recovered : T h e n  he called for a 
Pail gf Water, and quenched the Fire : Aher  
that when he locked the Door at Nights be 
was. carchill to put the Fire quite out ;. fb it 
wrought for my  Good, being eafed thereby 
from that noifome Smell and Smoke, which 
had before very much impaired my Health, 
and was b offcnfiye, that when freh, People 
came to the Grate to See, me, they could hot 
endure the Smeil, but many Times wlould~o 
away with Teass. Thus the Minds o< Peo- 
pie were moderated, and their I-lcarrs tendered 
rowards Friends. 

A j t l i f l i o ~  But what added to my Trbuble, News ~ l r a  
isrws of 
1. W.. 

-brought me of-zmzes A7aylorls _Mifwiirge.  
- This came very near me, and brought me 
J under great Trouble of Mind, fo that I hid 

in my  Heart, How fiaU 1 be nble to #and 
thr-oqh fi nwvy Teruptotions and 7riai.r wbitJ3 
attend me daily, JiMcefich ali! one as be i s  jailen 
zrn&r Tempfata'ons ? Alld Z. mourned in m y  

A Word Spi~i t  : In the Interim the Lord anfwered me, 
of colll- and h i d ,  fizlt  h i.5 !T~ut/3, h a g h  a& h!hj%$~&e 
fort f r n i ~  . 

l,or:l. zt. This firengihened me, and comforted me 
i n  my Trouble. I was kept in that laungeon 
four teen L'lrr&s. 

When the' AfIizes came, the Judge and Jer- 
f f i ces  being on the Bench, as I was looking 
out through the Ilon Gra~e,  a Juitice of. - the 

Peace, one of them tha: . ;rnmitfed me, whore . * Name was WXam Mi.,. going by, faw me \ze 
Aanding, and coming i.p io me, faid, H e  was a ~,fii,, 
very j r r y  to lee nre there, arzd had been many of tile 

l h e s  trou6kd in his Mind fir me, Jnce I was 
committed, But be could not 7 z ~ u  he& it, f o r  I' 
was committed wiibozit BAl OT Mai;lzprixe. I 
told him, He had brought that T~ozdle olz him- 
fey, by his HaBr and P a f i n  in committing me on 
thojk Term, for my FQ&I and Co~zjcience towords 
G&. He laid, He was w r y j r r y  f o r  it, and 
The could do any Tijizgfor me, he would rcndit'ly 
do it. Now the Enemies of Truth  reported, r;,l[,~,. 
That I was ia Prijbn, becazfi .I and the Q u a -  P o r b  rdi- 

fed of our 
kers wcre . f o r  no ' l a w  or  Government, h r  t h  b,i,l, ,- 
Light in Man. So I thought it would be a gainit 

good Opportunity to l h r  w the Fallhaod of &?B,','~~ 
._this -&pat to - the_-Co:. . -1-y.: A n d L d ~ t w h t + - - - - -  
him to  get me Leave to L . m e  in to Court 'before 
the Judge, for I had fou~ething to fay. He 
(aid, He h&fioi;rn to t i r  j'udge nboiit mc, but 
be would not mfddle with ,ix, being Z was cum- 
mitred at the SeJTons. 1 Jefircd him however 
to let  me come into C:,trit: So he  went into 

. Court and prefently iers:: rhe Goaler for me; 
but ib foon as he put  rn!. ' ,  to the Se2ion-houk, 

. he flipped away. 

Then I fpolre to the People, who thronged, 
hidding them, Make Way Jor the Prgoner : On 
which they made Way, and I got near the 
Judge ; but he fpoke aiood and atked, Who 1 
w r 4 j  ?. IYht Izaas ? and Fyllat 1 cane thcre for ? 

I I iinfwered 



I anf'wered with a bud  Voice and,faid, I am,a' 
vr\ysn Pr@ncr, and have been a cIofi'P+iJone~joour- 

teen r e e k s ,  for my Relkicm azd Faith towards 
God, and I want Jukice, and to be tried by the 
Low now ebadlzjAed ;, for I know no Law that 
2" have brolren : ~nd.? am one who have ventured 

' my Lqe ,to ekablifi the Government as it now 
JZands ; a d  own the Gowernmenf and tbe Laws. 
But the Judge was difiuibed, and cried out to 
the Goaler to take me away. So the Goaler 
came, and I cried aloud to the People, to Take 

W. E. Notice and bear Witnefi, X owned Government 
o~"lls Go- and wbolefitne Lazws, and di$~ed Jufiice alc~rd- 
vernment 
alld in& ; brrt could not have it. So he rook- m e  
whole- away, but prefently one was fent to bid him 
fame 
Laws not put me in the Dungeon. Now I was very 

eafy in my Spirit, and much corriforted in  the 
~ c k d ,  fo; hk Power was with me; fornedbber 
Profelibrs came to me and faid, 7be%&rre very 
glad, and weN&tiSf;ed with whubnt I /hid df 'our 
cwning the Government and Laws, for they bad 
heard otber Things concerning us. This wroGght 
mightily in the Minds of People, and Truth 
got Ground : And the next Day I was, turned 
our of Prifon without any Trial. 

Kemprtcn NOW. the moit of the Land we had of Kemp- 
bfetl'l'ii Pon was recovered from him by Law, by ona La~td. - Cozby; lo that we fent our Cattie. to 
a , ~ ~ ~ ~ l i ~  graze near RoJenqliis, and being now .at Li- 

berty, I went there to live with mv Family; 
the Friends that removed having fehled there- 
aboues, where we kept a Meeting twice in the 

Week - 

Week far the JVorlhip of God, and we alfo 
got Meetings in feveral other Places to fpread 
Truth. 

f 

8 E C T. VI, 

Of FveraZ Min@ring Friends from England. 
His Anpr$nlonitter~t at Londonderry. His 
deep Exerci/e on the A~ccun f ofSome lo$ Pro- 
feJors Of Tkw5, Of the general \ PerJlccution 
tAep raging rrgaipj $%ends ; and bow in/?ru- 
mental he was in ah$ng that Sdorm, 

BO U T  this Time feveral Frierids id the 
Mini i t ry  came from Eqland, labouring 

in the Gofpcl of ChriR Jefus, viz. Thornas Lot, Tbolaa 
John Bumyear, Rokrt Lodge, and Ceveral Lot, 
others, and 'rnacy were turned to ihe Lord, ?~!:~~pab 
and to the Knowledge of his Way of-Life and Robert 

Peace. I often travelled into the North i n  the Lodge, - 
&c. 

Service ,of Truth, vix. to Cazran, BehrBet, c ,,,,, 
,e;turhet, Newtown, Omogb,, Stmbam, Londondtr~, and 

I e\vtO\Wj thofe Parts, and went through many ~ k d -  O,l,~,gll, 
fi~ips and Dangers, being often in PriTon ; yet S[r:~h:~ne, 

the Lord's powerful Arm preferved me, and &'$"~C+ 

carried me through them ali, praifed be his 
Natne ! At Strabane, where I had been often 
and impriloned, were feveral convinced and a 

G Mreting 



1694. Fell; we were -glad to fee one another, and 
true-hearted Friends wtxe *glad of that Vifit. 

Chenlire* Thomns !Tro#ird and I went back to Chefiire, 
IIol$:ead. and fo thrdugh Wules to Hob-bead, and Raid 

there about a Week for a Paffage, then took 
Shipping for IreImd, and landed at the Hill 
of Hoath, lo came to Dublin : I fiaid the 
Firit-day Meeting there, and them came to my 
Son-in-Law, William Fayle's, and from thence 
t o  Mountmelick, where Friends received me 
gladly. 

I attended Meetings for the Worfhip of God, 
8s they fell' in Gourfe, and was withaFriends 
i n  managing Church-Affairs, both in Montl~ly, 
fix Weeks, Quarterly and Half-Yearly Meet- 
ings, and as the Service of Truth encrerfedi the 

- -- -. - 
Increaks of God wete mulriplied,in our. Hearts, 
and give-6s ~hilit-i& to perform-it to-his- Glory, 
our great Comfort and SatisfaOion. From our 

~ d f - y e a r  Half-Year Meeting at Dublin, in the ninth 
Mectil,i: Month, 1694, I went to viGt Friends in 6- 
at Lhb~m. 

veral Counties, and had Meetings, as at IYick- 
Meer ings 
j, divcrr low, John IVickharn's, I j a e l  We6/1pr's, Sbdlaly, 
I'laccs. Ca/i!leder?hot, Province Meeting, and a t  IYater- 

jbrd,  Clonmel, Kilcommoa and Ca/Mli there fe- 
veral of our Friends met me, and accompanied 
me homewards, 

A good T h e  FirCt-day of the fecond Month, I 69 5,  
Mcc-t~ng , J took my Journey rowards the North, to vilit 
t . c - Jo~du  Friends, and had a comfortable Meeting near 

Ca,!?lc-'lLJorLn, many I Friends of oqr hlonthly 
$lee ting 

Mqed~g being with me teere. When  the 4695. 
M~diog  ,was eeded we p t e d  i n .  the tondec 
Love-of God. I went on nly journey towards 
the North, accobpanied by my Son-in-Law 

. N.Tilliam Fuyle and John Barcroft ; the next 
Day we came to Old-CuAle, and itaid a Meet- A A k t -  

ing at O!d ing rhere; feveral.friei:ds came to it from ,a,,e, 
other Places,. it,being t h m  Men and Wqmens' 
Meeting Day, for q$ering of Church ~ h i r s . .  
T h e  next Day we had a Meeting fifteen Miles. - 
from thence, neak BralIrhayes, where were Bally- 
many Friends, ahdl w e  were well .refrcflxd, l'a~rcs* 

the Lord's Preience and Goodneis being with 
US. 

, 1 .  

.,*$hF next X$iy y e  .travelled about thirty: 
Miles into the County ,of Brmagb,, and the Day c ~ , , ~ ~  of 

following being fiirfi Day of the Week, we Amlag". 

- -  were  at the Meeting-at BaIIyhagon, at--whichim-,m-- - 

were many Friends: We were greatly corn- P ~ *  

forted, together, and glad to fee one allother. 
From thence we, went beyond Cbarlemouut to c11arIc- 

vifit Friends, and. had+ a comfot;table Meering + 

wiih them, then came b:& to Bal&bogan to. 
.-their fifth Day Meeting, ~ n d  h i d  there until 
' the Province Meetjog, it being their Qar ter ly-  A Pro- 

Meeting both for the Wodhip of God, and or- '$:ztedy 
dering of Church-Affairs, which, held Part of keet i lrg 

three Days, and was vt. -: large ; f i  that fome 
Friends faid, Ibty never law the like there befire. 
And Friends were will rc!rell~ed, for the Glory 
of the Lord fl~ined among us, his Power was 
over all, and his Seed in Dominion. $ was 

helpful 



.I 696. per Province Meet%$$ .accompa.nied w i d  
l W  Friends ; this Meeting was at CZomei'; i'n theL 

fifth Month, 1696, and hefd two Day3 for 
Ihe Worfhip of God, and Managing Affairs. 
of the Church, and there were mgny Frierrds 
f rom ieveral Parts. In  this Journey I had Te- 

Mee t i n3  veral Meetidg~,  a$ at Moz(ntrath, knockba&- 
at Mount- 
rath, magher, Waterford, Wexford, and the Monthly' 
K I I O C ~ -  Meeting at Balhaberny, wi~icti was fiuiE grid' 
b,~ l~y- 
snagher, 

large, and the Lord% Power add Prefence ac- 
tic. compaoicd, and gkve AAbilitj. iw a l l : ~ % d t i h p  

dnd Services, many Hearts were tend&$@ ap$ 
somfarted. 

I had alfo a Meeting a t  ffiael WeBPcFs, a58 
Pcovipce one at S b e h y ,  then came to Cqtledermor t o  
h1retii.g our Province Meeting, where was a great bp. 
at c;liilc- pearance of ~ r h d s  from feveral Parts, and' 
dcnjlut. 

many Friends in the MiniRry both of Eng- 
land and this Nation. This Meeting held Par t  
of three Davs, for the Worfiip of God and 
Church ~ i f c i ~ l i n e ,  and the Lord's Power and 

Prefcnce were mighty among us, 
Iltrengthening our Hands in his Work, to our' 
great Comfort and SatisfaQion, both imme, 
diarrly and through his Servants. When the 
Meeting was over, we parted in  the Love of 
God, the  Tefiimony of Tru;h being in  Do, 
minion. So I returned to m v  Houfe in the 
Company OF Friends, on the ieventeenth Day 
pf the fixtb Month, 1696. 

. ings upon- the Day, from thence R O ~ ~ F ~ " ~ ' ~  
I'rorince. 

,Robertr and Tbonhs- Aj&m irctompanlied ud 
into the North ; we ha? a Meeting at Drog- 
bedo, $nd thk &?kt D D ~  ! c2mq to Ba/3rhagm, 
t o  the Rroviiite" Meaing, which hel'd Part of 
three Days, and d great Affcrnbly of Friends 
there was, the Lord's Power aid Prefencd 
being with us to. our great Comfort and Con- 
firmarion.  he Sewice of, this' Weeting being 
bver, tht tikd ~i(kb&& Rorn Dlihlin, aforehid, 

I &t6ri&H~ri%~~ifdf I With, the reft of my 
' &ompaf$ Net i t  ovir the Rikr B n d ;  2nd River 

Bad nixti$ Beivenly cornfortortable hect ings at IXWIY 

fiveral Pla'ceq as nr' Lzqan ,  BixlZidtrry, L(f 
. ktfarvy, Grange, kc. I n  our Return we bad F I e e t i ~  

$ precious Meeting with Friends at  L t q a n  thereaway 

~e fb re  p r t i n g ,  i n  -which we were com'fo&d 
arid' rekthed together, to our Satisf~c- 
fiom. 

From thence we took our Tourncy towardf 
Cci~~/hr ,  accompanied with iome Friends of 
Ul/ler about forty Miles, and had a Meeting 
with Friends nAear Bdb'lybnyes ; afrer which the EaJIy- 
&id: Friends, who  accurnpanied us, returned 
Home. We travelled next Day to Old-Cafi, old.crc- 
and had a Meeting wirh Friends there, and tie. 

the Day following ~ n t o  E~i7zfier Province, and' 
were a t  FI iends' Meet i r? ,~  at Edcderry the n e x t - ~ 4 ~ ) ~ -  

- - - p a y ,  d r r r ~ ,  



- 

The J O U R N A L  of 

* .. 
.After tbe v&leeti.o.g we sode. that Evening to 170.1.. 

&van, apd the next Day beyond Rdlybaytv, ip 
, a ~ d  had a Meeting with Friends there, and l~ayes. 

' 

S E C T. XXI. &ere-abaut.' Several- People came ro it, and 
. %any weighty Golfpel Truths were delivered, 

H e  vgfs Utile$, and /everaZ Placer in Con- hitable ,to the peaple's Condi.tion, and the Ser- 
naught, where nonr of our iIdee7ings had been : vice of the Dap 3 nexr Day we rode to Ba//y- hlIyha- 

I s  ohjru8ed at Abby-boy1 by fbc Burgo- hqgqn, i~ tbp County of Armagb, an& had a pan* 

c o m f o ~ t a ~ l c  Me,eting r h e ~ e .  with Friends ; af- 
h/Iafier. tq .which we. rode to John Robi~~on's, and 

che. next Day to  Rjchard Boyes's in the Coun,ty 
U R next Quarterly Pr.ovinciabMeeting of Antrim, where the Qprte'rly-Meeting for 

~r l /v  1 7 0 T *  0 being at @atberlougk, I went there : T h e  UZ,er b e g ~ n  thpt Day, and held part of ihree rrlfi,, 
l-,cillflcr Scrvice of that Meeting held part @f three Days for the Wadhip of God and Di[cipline Qarterly 
I'IW~WC Days, for the Worh ip  of God, and Ordering 
~ I L C ~ I I I ~  of his Church, the mighty Power of God ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ l l .  
at  C . ~ ~ I I C I -  ~ R a i r s  in the Church of Chrifi. Wh,en that was w.ith+i+ Teft~man,y", which broke through 
luugir. Service was over I went Home, and that Week al!, and wrougbt into a aen+r Subrn i f i~n  ' , took my Journey to the Province of U&?er, 'and thereto. A' 

~ . ~ O l l -  
io into Connaught in the Service of Truth, ac- 

,k.lugt,t. conipnied with yd/hua Beoh and Richard 
. ';Thn we went back to Lzlrgnn, and had a Lurg3ix. Guy ; that Day we rode to Ifiw Fu-b's, and, - . l a r g ~  @Ie.et,ig of Frierlds and others, where 

the next Day Jomthan Rodinfin, went with m:my p,reciws Things relating to Chrifi's King- 
us ; we alio met with George Roolte by Appoint- dgm aid Governmeat were largely opeocd 
ment, and the Day following, being firfi Day in the l?ower df Trnth, ,Suitable to the Srates 
of the Week, we had a full and iatisfaeory 'and ~ o n d h i o n s  of the People. T h e  next Day 

. ~ ? y ~ d r y .  Meeting at Abhyylnry, where no Meeting of our we went to Grange, a d  on the Day foilowing G,yCcn 
Society had been, many good-like People came had a Mwting there with Friends, and we 
to it ,  the Lord's Power was with us, in which were refreihed togetlw -in the L o ~ d .  The 
the Myfteries of his IGngdorn were preached, n,ext Day to Dunclauc'v, and had a Meeting 
and the Way of Life and Salvation opened. &here : ~ n d  .next ~ o r n i n ~  we rode through the 
The People were very attentive and tender. ,$Iountains to Dungivin, and had a Meetisg nln,viui% 

,tbe.~e t+bar ,Ray* 
After 



1707; Afrcr the.Meating,wan over;*,Ce weht to the 
W Inn  where -we had left our. Haries, and the 

aforefaid Pricfi, who was a JuRicet of the Peace, 
The Friefl came thither to us and \ray cowrrteaufly offered' 
1s raurlc- 
C!U~ to his Kindnefi in what he could do ; thence we 
niendr came. back .tb &inreiick, m d .  that Evening had 

a Meeting with Friends at Tbomas Pw&s 
B~X, Houfe, and from thence;. to.B+r, and ~n+eh:t$ 

Day  following were at Eriends' Meeting there; 
fo lodged that-Night at lhm4s h%nJoe's, and 
the nexc.Ba);-came to my own L H ~ u k ,  ,,,wher% 
1 patted- with? Gtorge Rodkc, b.uiho wenp to his 
Houie and Family in Dublin. 

Now I kept to Meetings about Home, and 
i n  a kor t  Time it- was i n  my Mind to viEt 
Friends in  the Province of TJ&l; and, ta get 
Meetings a t  fome Places where no Friends 

Leiniter dwelt ;~h~fii6Pi~~tovi~~&+~~"etih~ beiiig at 
Pr~~illce- ' the Mor;t, 'I? wtinc thit ha, ambfiaid4rhe Service 
Meeting 

rile of that Meeting, :and when it over, 1 took  
Moat. m y  Jorrrney t6 the North, with my aforelaid 

Companion Gmrg~ Rod&, ahd feveral other 
F;nagll, Friends ; we rode that Day to Fizagh, in, the 

County of Cavan, and ,had a Meeting in the 
Evening at the Inn. where Me lodged, :theee 
having not been a Meeting d our Society in 
that T o w n  before ; feveral Petrple came to the 
Meeting, where Truth was declared to then,  
and they were fober ; next Morning we rode 
to Cavan, and vificed lime Friends who- were 

Fricndc 
prifcJllers then Priioneis there for their Teftimony againit 
at Caran. Tithes. 

The 

The Day following wsi: were with Friends at r7o7. 
their Meeting beyond Ballyblnes, and after the .JyL' Gallyhae. 

Meeting we went to Coot-Hill, having tent fome 
Friends before to Chwnes, to get a Place for a Coot-Ililt 

Meeting, and bring us Word, which they did ; 
io we had a Meeting with Friends at Coot-Hill, 
and the next Day *ent to Chwnes, where we c l ~ w a e -  
had a full Meeting, and the Gofpel of ChriR 
mas .preached to them, all being quiet. After 
t h ~  Meeting- we rode to n//oonagban, and that hTonag- 

Evening had a Meeting in a large Dining-Room lun. 
at the Inn where we lodged. 

No.w the Father and Uncle cf that Priefi, 
who had cafi thok Friends into Priion at Cavnn, 
living near wr@oad, we went thither the next 

s D a y  and difcourkd -with them, tndeavouring to 
prevail for our Friends' Liberty, but ~e got little 
Entrance; foleft-them, a ~ ; d c a m e - f h - a ~ - N - i ~ h ~ - - - -  - 

' to Bdyb~gan ,  where we had a large and full E d l ~ r -  
- ~ e e t i n ~ . $ n  the fir& Day of the Week, and  the "JW. 

' Lord's Power and comfortable Preience were 
with us to great SatisfaLtion. 

- Next Day we were at a full and comfortable 
Meeting beyoad Charlemomt, and then went C i d e -  
to loberbead, in the County of Londonder~y, r:::: 
and had a '  Meeting there, to which Friends lid. 

,came from other Meetings, and were well 
~efr-eked in the Lord Jefus Chrilt. After that 

I_ 
Meeting we went to Grange, in the County of Grarlgc. 
Aakim, and fiaiil a Meeting there with FI iends, 

- ond from thencq to the Town of Algtrirn, and Ant:im 
had 



Aljoi:c tile Came time ~t/t~i~nP;z ~d ,&~r i&&q 11-2s moved in 
- .  

j-j-;+ +.,, ' - ? i .~  2 5  Shop-kecpillg, pL1;d taGe a Farm, in order 
that he might, by his own example, miniiter Rrength 
aid encouragement in the Teftimoily which this People 
deemed themklves ~onfcientiouff~ colicerrled to hold forth 
an6 maintain, againR that antichriitian Yoke of Opprefion, 
the ellfoiciilg the payment of Tythes in thefe Gofpel-times. 
With this view he and feveral Friends leaving the Meeting 
to which they belonged, well fetded, viz. Richard Jackb~z, 
k h f h y  y ~ ~ k f i n ~  ., 726n 5%omy/&, Richfird Fay?, 7ohr F A  
~ E U I I $ , ~ ? I ;  ~:'/i;mn llMO~la aiid th& Falllilies, remjrcd 'aild to9; 

Lanti 
7 h  RISE a ~ d  PROGRESS of s the 

A D. Land in the county of Crrvm, and dwelt there, and i'ettIed n 
16j6, Meeting in that County, and held Meetings in divers places 

to the advancement of Truth and increafe of Friends, feve- 
ral being convinced and joining with Friends, particularly 

, robn Pim, Rohi-t Wardpi, H7iiz'urn Neaie, WiZIi4nz Parker, 
Tbovas L " z >  Thomas Morris, Johz Cbandky, Jchn Savage, 

A20n and many more. 
But as their numbers increded, fo did theirsufferings alfo 

increafe, and they were greatly expofed to the fcorn, deri- 
fion and foul abufes of the People, in bearing their innocent 
Teitimonies, in their lives and converfations, againit the 
Bride, Pledures, Pafiimes, vain Fafhions and Cufioms, 
with the exceffes and evils that were in the world, both 
among Profeffors and Prophane, even the very Priefis 
themfelves, who incenfed the MagiRrates and other Peo le 
againit Friends, as being Hereticks, Deceivers and w at 
not 7 

K 
Of thefe Suffkrings W. E. in particular met with a large 

hare, befides the many hard and dangerous Travels and 
Exercifes he went thro' when he was alone in the times when 
Tories and Robbers; after the war, were abroad, being fome- 
times put under the necefity of pafing deep waters in the 
winter-feafon where bridges were not built ; and once par- 
ticularly he was put into prifon in Sirahme, in* his wet 
doaths, after travelling and fwimming, by which he grew 
fick, and received no help from any but the Lord, who 
healed him : Yet thro' all theft= 9lf;cu;tizs Tt.ath y w z ' '  -' 

,-=I,; :;i ;>;7- 7 6  - and revera1 werc omi.inced, p a  ... 
a Meeting was ikttled and continued &ti1 the f<eitoration 
of King Charh II. but then great Sufferings being expeLlcd, 
Robert Burg$ and another, who were looked upon as the 
leading men of that Mectiilg, proved unfairllful, tile latter 
thro' fez: of peri&-urio:l EcJ, aiid ,G;irz/i erccptcd n f  the ._ 

oflicc 



A- n. to u ,  M O l / n t ~ ~ h k ,  I ,  Galway, Linerick, Ccri 
.lGj9. and Ba?zdon, and returned tu the North again :. And th i s  

thy ipen t their time with dili?cl~cc and hard travel, often 
m cold, hunger and hardihip, many parts of the country 
bein? then uninhabited : :They were imprifoned fevc- 
I-al times, as in A?-l.nia,.h, DaJh and Cmk, befides other 
abufes that they receives, becaufe of the Tefiilnonv they had 
to bear in towns and fieeple-houies ngainR hirelik Priefis : 
And thus having laboured in the Goipel together for the 
f p z e  of twelve months, and been initrurnental to the con- 
vincing and gathering of many to the Trath, being clear of 
their fervice here, in the ieventh month 1660, they took 
ihipping at CarrickJb-gz~s for England. 

Among others that believed and were added to Friends 
about the years J 6 5 8 and I 6 59, (and continued faithful and 
feerviceable in their day) by the lively Miniftry of the 

' abovementioned Thomas Loe, K E. Yohn Burnyeat, Robert 
Lodge and others, were Fr'ancis Rodfin, Roger Webb, Peter  
&I, Robert Huope, and George Greg-&, who after fome time 
-was endued-wiih a clear, lively,. conGincing gift of the Mi- 
nii'try . 

This year  feveral of the Friends above-mentioned +, by 
re& of their Landlords not performing covenant with 
them, rernovgd from the county of Cman, and Cettled in 
and about i'doozmtmeZick in the cu~en's Cowniy, viz. W. E. 
' Richard Jack-/&, Yobn EaTmzmBJtn, 'John .l%ompjn, WiZlriam 
Moon,-'John Pim and others, with their families, and feveral 
having been convinced thereabouts fome time before, a 
Meeting was kttfed at 1%5ozl?ztn~elick, which is fince become 
large. As to the places they removed fiorn, they left the 
Meetings there in a fettled condition, and fo they coutinued, 

par~fclalarly 
.% ,- , K C  ?it -  -0 I I?. 

particularly the Meeting at Cmm, until it was loit by meais A. D. 
of thewars, Friends that lived there being difperfed thereby, ~ h s g .  

and driven from 'their habitations. - - 



- - 
P e RISE and PROGRESS of the 

.I 

a- D. ihe was convinced by their Miniitry ; and afterwards bc- 
'678m came an able Miniffer, and in or about this year 1676 

came on Truth's iervice into the kingdom of Leland, aad 
vifited Friend's Meetings in the North, preached in i r r i ;  
gan market an a market-day in .hi)%, had ibveral Meec i i ys  
near CbZemz'n, where her relatiom lived, and revera1 difpotes 
on the account of Truth which got tlie vi&ory ; from 
whence ihe travelled to Armogb, Cam, the Moate of Gm- 
noge, and had feveral Meetings there and elfewhere, ur 
the fatisfattiion and edification of Friends ; and iome time 
after h e  travelled to Du& and took hipping for Eagiand ; 
She was well qualified for the Service, being of a found 
judgment, large in Teitimony, of a good utterance, had 
of her own to diftribute, and did not make the Gofoe1 

- - 





7 2 e  RISE nnd PROGRESS of the 
He was a man of Hofpitality, and of a tender Spirit, fym- 

pathizing with the poor and afRiQed. 
About the 62d year of his, age he received a Gift in the 

MiniRry, in the exercife of which he was particularly zea- 
Boas in tefiifying againit the Follies and Vanities incident to 
Youth, with ref ie& to a Conformity to the never-lettled 
Faillions of the times. In  the year I 73 3, he, with another 
Friend, viiited Friends in fundry Counties in England, as " 
alfo in Norih-Britain. 

This year died at Dz&in, T&ph Gill? born at SktZton in 
Cumbeuland in the year r 674, the Son of FfilZiarn Gill, from 
whom he received a religious Education, which with the 
concurrence of the divine Blefing, and his own endeavours, 
was greatly improved to his fpiritual advanta8e. 

I H e  rnanifefied an earl Zeal for the Worfhp of Almighty 

! God, in preference to t K e purfuit of Worldly Gak;  and 
when his outward bufinefs increafed. and prorpered, was 
feized with a holy fear, leit the multitude thereof fhould 
obfiruQ the fpiritual exercife and engagement of his mind 
for the acquiiition of heavenly Riches. 

In the early part of his Life, he frequently accompanied 
' miniitring Friends in their travels through feveral parts of 

this Nation, and met with great confolation and encourage- 
ment in fo doing. 

In the year 1705) he was led to fettle his outward aK&s 
and leffen his Bufinefs, in pu~fuance of a fecret impreflion 
then made on his mind, that he ought to be at leifure to foj- 
low the Lord as he fliould be pleafed to lead him, being re- 
Egnned to what he believed to be the divine Will concerning 
him ; tho' at this time he had no diftinfi perception of his 
being called to the MiniRry . However, in the yea- I 7 I r ,  
being the 37th of his age, his nlouth was firit opened in t-he 

AEembiies 

Aflernblics of the people called Qu_akers, but with great A. I 
fear and concern of mind, by redon of divers iuggeitions of '74'' 
t lx Enemy, which in procefs of time were ov.ercome, and 
he proving faithful to his fenfe of the divine Requirings. 
grew in his Gift, and became a diligent and zealous La- 
bourer therein, to the edification of the Chzrches both at 

I 
home and abroad. 

'In the year 171 I he viiited the Meetings of Friends in 
Uper Province, in company with Richard Scaly, when, at 

i 
Coot-bill, James Sy~pSon (who was bred a Scholar, and intended 
$or a Preibyterian Teacher) was convinced, who- became a 
ferviceable man, and ,@fFered impriibnment in Cavan Gaol 

I 
for his Teltimony 'againi Tythes, as is hereafter related, 
among other Sufferings, in the courB of the preient HiRory. 

In the year I 71 3, he had drawings in his mind to vifit 

I 
Friends in ajer Province again, but wanting a Companion,' 
and not deeming h ide l f  firong enough, waited until the 
arrival of Luke Cock, a minifiring Friend from Enghnd, and 

I 
accompanied him in his Travels to that Province. After 
this he very frequently performed Vifits in the work of the 
Miniitry to the Meetings in LeinJer, M@er and Uper, and 
ibmetimes in Connaught, where he  had alfo Meetings among 
Strangers ; and befides theie vifits at home, he, at different 
times viiited Friends in divers parts of EngIrand and Storland, 

I 
and in the year 17 r 4 in the @e of Man ; and in I 734 he 
took a Voyage to America on the lame account, where he 
travelled 5572 miles, and was at 382 Meetings. 

I 
H e  was diligent in attending the Meetings of Difcipline,' 

as well as Worihip, and not only thoi'e at home, but par- 
ticularly the yearly Meeting at Lon& ; and from the year 

. 

17 1 2 to 1741 inclufivc, wag thirteen times a t  the faid ' 
y Qrly Meeting. 



E X H I B I T I N G  . .. 

The t;R Settlement of Meetings, and Time of building 
the Meeting-&zkPs in I R E L A N D .  :,y: 

1 .  
U L  S T'E R Province. UL S I E  R. Province. 

In the year 1654, 

A Meetingwas iettled at Lurgan, 
being the firlt fettledMeeting of 

thePeo le called Quakers in I r e l t d  
?I .Allot er near Balbbagan. 

Another at low Grange in the 
b u n t y  of dnrrim. 

At loberhead, and 2.t the Broad-oak 
near LiJizegarvq ; fince moved to  
Lisburn, where George Greg@ built 
a Meeting-houfe a t  his own expence, 
and where it ftill continues, as do 
the foregoing at their reipeAive 

Londonderryg, which continued until 
the Reitoration of King Charh the 
Second, when it failed. 

In or about 2659, 
A Meetihg was tettled at OIdcu/zle. 

In 1660, or 1662, 
A Meeting fettled at: upper Grangt, 

near Cbarlemont. 
In 1662 or 1.663, 

A Meeting- t e d d  a t  Ballynulav- 
gy, flnce removed to the neigh- 
bourhood of Balenderry. . 

Near Carrickfergus : Dropt many 
- - 

places. years. 
In or about the year 1655, In 1669, 

Meetings were fet tled at  Cavna, A Meeting fettled at  &/rim. 
Beltwber and Sirabane ; alfo one at  In 

* T h e  Meeting fettled at Londonclerry was often vifited by William Edrnundjh , 

and others : But about the time-that thc-Biihops were reitored, thoie who had been 
convinced there did, through weaknefs or fear of Pedecution,forbear meeting together. 

About the year 1671 or 1672, by means of the Miniftry of Robert Lodge and 
athers, Several were affeEted by the Teftimony of Truth  in Londondcrry ; (See the 

year 

Fi1-R Settlement of M E E T 1 N G S. 3 43 
U L S 7 E R Province. U L  S T E R Province. 

In 1673. In 1704. 
A Meeting ietded a t  Cob .;he. A new Meeting-houfe built at  
At Ballynacree near Ballynzo~',, Grange, by I?l7alter Clark at his oh 11 

In or about I 682, expence. 
Some Medngs were held at H ~ J -  In 1707. 

borough, tho' with great oPpoiiLltm ; ' A Meeting-houfe built at Antrh.  
but peaceably iince the year 1699, In 1714. 
and a large Meeting fettled thcre. A new Meeting-houfe built near 

In 1692, Balenderry . j ,  

A Mecting iettled at Coo:-bill. Some few lately convinced kept 
Another at Duncluudy, at the 1 :ctde a Meeting near Managban. 

of William Hender-z, and con~inued In 1722. 
at his Widow's until 173 9. A new Meeting-houfe built near 

At MoyalZo& by reahti of the in- Rathfryland, in the County of Downc. 
crease of &urgm Meeting. I11 1723. 

In 1695. A Meeting fetettled at Cr,JltJhne, 
A Meeting fettle4 at Ballyhai/e. in the County of fifon~txbrzn, and a 

In 1699. new Meeting-houfe built. 
A Meeting Settled near ~ e t h r -  In 1726. 

kmny : Dropt. A Meeting iettled at the houie of 
In 1702. James Rradfiaw xt . -- - Ncevrown -. - - - - in the - --- 

A Meeting Settled at Rathfryland County o f  Cowize. 
in the County of Down. In 

year 1655) a d  about the year 1673, JKZIiam Stoddale a Friend of the Miniitry, and 
Thomas Francis another Friend, removed their Dwelling from Cbarlt.mont to Lond071- 
$errg and kept a Meeting there for two years ; but thofe who had been convinced in 
that place proved like the ftoney Ground in the Parable, foon withering ; and the fgid 
two Friends being di;icouraged from hying, returned to their former place of abode, 
and io the Meeting ceded. Many were itrengthened in their difrefpea to Fliends, by 
the bad example and unfaithfulneis :.' one Gcrvus,Barty, an inhabitant thcre, who 
had been convinced in his youth, but ! .ft his condition in the Truth and raq away fiom 
the place. 

A Meeting was alfo fettled at Bc:;:;l, at or about the fame time as at D-rrs, which 
continued eight or nine years, and ' rQh Sharpley came from England and rcfided 
there; but apoitatizing into evil Pr., ",ies, loit his condition and ~ o ~ r u p t e d  od~ers, 
which with the removal of fome to , .&a proved a means of that Meeting bcing lofi, 
and likewife a great hurt to another 'teting that had been lcttled at Carrirlfirg:rs, 
which was alfo let fall, 

'm ' 
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Accounts for the year 1959 and Journal, vol. 49, No:r 

EXPENDITURE INCOME 
;G s. d. f; s. d. 

Journal of Friends' Has- Balance carried forward 
tarical Society, vol. 49, from 1958 . . . . 87 2 10 

No. I .. . . .. 149 3 7 Subscriptions .. .. 14510 8 
Stationery . . . . 13 12 g Donations . . . . IOI 16 o 
Expenses including post- Sales . . . . .. 39 o o - - --  

ige . . . . . . 10 4 2 Advertisement . . .. 1 1 6  o 
Balance carried forward 

The Reserve Fund amounts to f;453 16s. ~ d .  &oo invested in the 
Hastings and Thanet Building Society, and f;53 16s. ~ d .  in the Post Office 
Savings Bank.) 

Examined with the books of the Society and found correct. 
1g.xi.60. BASIL G. BURTON. 

Accounts for the year 1960 and Journal, vol. 49, Nos. 2 and 3 

f; s. d. 
Journal of Friends' His- 

torical Society. vol. 49, 
NOS. 2 &'3 . . .. 240 13 9 

Stationery . . .. 8 4 o 
Expenses including post- - - 

i g e  . . . . .. zo 5 I 

Duphcating List of mem- 
bers . . . . .. 2 1 4  8 

Transfer to Post Office 
Savings Bank in re- 
spect of Life Subscrip- 
tions . . . . ., 20 o o 

Balance camed forward 
to 1961 . . . . 230 3 5 

f; s. d. 
Balance carried forward 

from 1959 -. . . 202 5 o 
Subscnphons: in arrears 27 6 10 

1960 . . 103 10 o 
in advance 57 4 o 
Life . . 10 o o 

Donations . . .. 111 14 6 
Sales .. .. .. 10 o 7 

The Reserve Fund amounts to f;475 2s. 7d. g400 invested in Hastings 
and Thanet Building Society, and A75 2s. 7d. in the Post Office Savings 
Bank.) 

Examined with books of the Society and found correct. 
BASIL G. BURTON. 

186 

I 

Irish History and the Earliest Irish Friends 

Presidential Address to the Friends' Historical Society, 1960 

T HERE was no soil in which the Reformation, in its 
religious aspect, could take root and grow in Ireland. For 
centuries the monasteries had been not only centres of 

culture, piety and learning, but had provided refuge for the 
people in time of war and in time of sickness. Their abbots 
were the natural protectors of the ordinary folk, who turned 
to them when in trouble and who shared with them their 
times of festival and rejoicing. The dissolution of the mon- 
asteries, and the passing of monastic property into secular 
hands was to the Irish peasantry not only a desecration of their 
Church but an uprooting of their very way of living. There 
had never, in Ireland, been manor houses as in England. 
Towns and villages were widely scattered. Community life 
was centred in the hamlets and cottages around the great 
monastic centres. Religion was traditionally ingrained in the 
simple people, and though the Mass was said or sung in 
Latin it brought to their unquestioning minds a sense of 
harmony, beauty, and holiness in vivid contrast to the 
squalor of their daily lives. 

Bewilderment at the novel and unacceptable idea of a 
secular head of the Church in the person of Henry VIII 
was succeeded by dismay at the gradual recession of civil- 
ization, the extinction of the great house of Kildare (virtual 
Kings of Ireland and beloved by the people), the conferring 
of the title of King of Ireland on Henry and the gradual 
confiscation of lands of the nobility who did not conform to 
the new order. Thus were sown the seeds which germinated 
one hundred years later in the tremendous rising of the 
Catholic gentry and people of Ireland in 1641, which was 
later to embarrass England at a crucial period of the Civil 
War. The seed bore its fruit in animosity and frustration 
which lasted for nearly 300 years. The pity and desolation of 
the times is conveyed in Frank OJConnor's beautiful lament 
for one of the great houses of Ireland whose people were 
friends to the count side: 7' 
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What shall we do for timber? 
The last of the woods is down, 
Kilcash and the house of its glory 
And the bell of the hoube are gone, 
The spot where her lady waited 
Who shamed all women for grace, 
When earls came sailing to greet her, 
And Mass was said in that place. . . . 
No sound of duck or geese there, 
Hawk's cry or eagle's call, 
No humming of the bees there, 
That brought honey and wax for all, 
Nor even the song of the birds there 
When the sun has gone down in the west 
Nor a cuckoo atop of the boughs there, 
Singing the world to rest.' 

Risings, rebellions and petty wars between chieftains 
marked the whole Elizabethan period in Ireland and pre- 
cluded both the scientific advancement and the critical ap- 
proach to religion and learning which were growing in 
England.Puritan ideology scarcely touched Ireland from with- 
in, though indeed the foundation of Trinity College, Dublin, 
in 1592 may have had a Puritan angle. 

The flight in 1607 of ninety-nine of Ireland's leading 
men, headed by two great earls, led to the plantation by 
Scots and English settlers of Ulster, in the reign of James I. 
Their descendants are there to this day, and they are the 
stock from which many Friends in Northern Ireland have 
sprung. In the South a sort of quasi-toleration took place, 
interspersed with penalties and fines for recusancy. Priests 
and friars who had been sent abroad for education crept 
silently back, sheltered and aided by rich and poor alike. 
The letters passing to and fro from Rome, Louvain and 
other Continentd towns reflect the fierce zeal which neither 
threat nor fine nor imprisonment could quench. The English 
government showed a degree of tolerance, but the Council 
in Dublin was adamant in enforcing orders against "Popish 
practices. A letter written in 1629 tells of the Mayor, Pro- 
testant Archbishop, Recorder, Alderman and soldiers who 
came to a chapel in Dublin, and broke open the doors, 
pulled down pictures and pulpit, seized vestments and 
chalices and arrested the priests. 

' I?. O'Connor, The fountain of magic, 1939, the poem entitled i 

"Kilcash," pp. 65-66. 
i 

Thus, in Ireland, there arose that cry, later to become so 
very familiar to Friends-Liberty of Conscience, liberty to 
worship God according to the dictates of the heart, not 
fettered by man-made ordinance. By 1641 the land was 
dame,  the Catholic gentry and countrymen had risen in 
arms in a crusade for the defence of this liberty, for causes so 
very far removed froni the Puritan plea for tolerance in 
England. A letteI from Hugh Bourke, Commissary of the 
Friars Minor in Germany to Luke Wadding in 1642 states: 
"The war is merely for liberty of conscience and the defence 
of the royal prerogative against the Puritans." Thus is all 
too briefly defined the policy which was to disrupt the 
country for years to come and plant in Cromwell's supporters 
the hatred which devastated the land. 

The complex situation, with a Protestant King to whose 
Catholic consort the Irish Confederation freely appealed for 
help, in reality formed part of the great Europeau struggle 
for power, and its political aspect has been amply portrayed 
by historians. It first touches Quaker history when money 
was appealed for to subdue Ireland. Among those who 
adventured their wealth in this cause, known later as the 
Adventurers whose claims were to be satisfied by lands in 
Ireland, were many men who later became followers of 
George Fox and his testimony of peace. Not the least 
singular amongst the names which thus appear is that of 
Gulielma Springett, who became the wife of William Penn, 
and that of Isaac Peningt~n.~ 

Politicians, soldiers, sailors, men of rank and wealth and 
humble yeomen and husbandmen alike claimed their share. 
The soldiers and sailors were paid their arrears in land on 
which they settled, or (in many cases) sold their shares to 
others. Among the lists of those so satisfied one finds names 
which are familiar to us in Irish Quaker history. Some were 
men who, before 1649, had fought for the King. Most were 
Parliamentarians. A very few, as William Barcroft, refused 
their title to land on the grounds that it was the spoils of 

Hugh Bourke to Luke Wadding, Brussels, January 29th. 1642: 
Report on Franciscan manuscripts (Historical M S S .  Co~nmission, 65. Dublin, 
H.M.S.O., 1906. Cd.2867), p. 121. 

a Probably Alderman Penington. 15th Report, Record Commissioners, 
Ireland, 1824-25, pp. 233, 424. 
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warlare. John Gay,' the friend of Penn, became entitled to 
some of the rich land of Meath, as well a s  property in Dublin. 
Robert Cuppaige and his friend, Thomas Hohne, settled in 
Wexford and later became surroundell by a group who made 
the large early settlement of Quakers in that county. Holme 
was in Barbados when the lot was drawn in his name by a 
man, Charles Collins, in trust for him. On this land, at  
Corlickan, was to be the first Quaker burial ground in 
Wexford. In an assessment for Poll tax made in 1660 we find 
the name Corlickan and its chief tenant, Charles CoUins. One 
could enumerate many who thus took up their land and 
remained in possession for many yews as peace-loving 
Friends. 

I have, however, ior the purpose of this paper, chosen 
two men who became only slightly connected with Friends, 
in order to Uustrate what manner of men our earlier Quaker 
settlers mixed with, and to help to unravel some of the 
mystery surrounding these two names in our earliest 
writings and records. The first is Captain Stephen Rich, at 
whose house we are told by Wight and Ruttyz (the Irish 
Quaker historians), by Sewel, and by Besse, the earliest 
Friends coming to Ireland were wont to meet and to lodge, 
and who appears to have had easy access to the house of 
Henry Cromwell, then Lord Deputy in Ireland. The second 
is Nicholas Kempston, on whose land a group of Friends 
took farms in 1655 in order to make a living testimony to 
their belief that payment of tithes was wrong. 

Stephen Rich lived at Lazy Hill in the eastern suburbs 
of Dublin, on the point of the elevated ridge known as Lazy 
or Lazer's Hill where his wife, Rebecca, was apparently in 
the habit of providing lodging for weary travellers, whose 
journey from Chester or Holyhead may have taken up to 
five days, though with following winds it was accomplished 
in a matter of hours. Ships disembarked their passengers at 
Ringsend at the point of the narrow neck of land running 
out to sea, and the alternative to a circuitous and uncertain 

For John Gay, see Penn's My Irish Journal (ed. Isabel Grubb), 1952, 
p. 68. 

Thomas Wight, A history of the rise and progress of the people called 
Quakers in  Ireland. Now revised and enlarged by John Rutty, 1751. p. 116. 
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journey by an inland route was to hire a primitive vehicle 
known as a Ringsend car which, with two passengers 
precariously perched on the rear seat and a driver sitting 
well to the front, travelled rapidly and uncomfortably over 
the intervening track of muddy slob land to the nearest 
point at Lazy Hill. Early in the eighteenth century this 
slobland was reclaimed and no trace of Lazy Hill remains, 
its site now being the flat street known as Townsend Street. 

It is fairly certain that this method of arrivd in Dublin 
was that of our earliest Friends, and glad indeed they must 
have been to find welcoming hospitality at the house (prob- 
ably, I think, the first one on Lazy Hill) of Rebecca Rich. 
It is a pity that there is no record at all about Rebecca, 
except that in 1660 she was imprisoned for frequenting 
Meeting.= Of the activities of her husband, Stephen, there 
is a great deal to be found and it is interesting that a man of 
his character and calling should be one of those influenced 
by our early Quaker preachers. 

His name first appears after the reduction of Chester by 
Parliamentary forces in the Spring of 1646 (an important 
feat for it was the last remaining port by which Irish aid might 
have been brought to the King's forces). The Wynn Papers 
in the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth, record other 
events until he appeared off Beaumaris by the 8th June, 
1646. Negotiations for a peaceful surrender of the towri were 
going on, but Rich landed arms and ammunition at dead of 
night and threatened the townspeople. Some of his officers 
"abused a gentlewoman of very good quality." Rich, in 
letters from aboard his frigate, Rebecca, spiritedly denied any 
hostile intentions and offered his apologies. He suggested 
that the gentlewoman who had suffered abuse should come 
aboard and identify the man who had insulted her.2 By 
August of that year Rich, after the seige of Conway, engaged 
to take the captured Irish and "set them swimming whence 
they came."3 This has a sinister sound when one remembers 

I 
that the Parliamentary captains of the era were said to tie 
their prisoners back to back and heave them overboard. A 
few months later the Parliamentary forces in Ireland, 

Besse. Sufferings, 1753, 11, 466. 
. ' Calendar of Wynn (of Gwydir) Papers, 1515-1690, in the National 

of Wales and elsewhere. 1926, nos. 1771, 1776. 1783-88, 1796. 
3 The Tanner letters, ed. Charles McNeill (Irish MSS. Commission). 



marching hungry and weary to Dublin, were met with the 
news that Captain Rich's boat had arrived with£1,500 aboard, 
which was "something in the present distresse, and is to be 
valued as. an earnest of the ~ord 's '  care of his people."' This 
was possibly the ship ordered on 19th November, 1647, to be 
ready to take money from Chester to Ireland.% 

For the next eight years he was employed by the state 
in service around the coast of Ireland and across the Irish 
Sea. I t  is in these years that names familiar to us as Friends 
begin to appear in the State papers as Adventurers and 
soldiers. I t  well may be that some of them were transported 
by Rich and discussed with him their doubts and the 
difficulties confronting them. His recorded activities were 
far removed from the religious sphere. He transported guns 
and ammunition from Carrickfergus to Strangford3, cruised 
off the coast in his frigate Jacob to protect trading vessels, 
pressed seamen for service, took charge of the repair of ships 
at Wexford, and sailed between there and Dublin. I t  was 
probably during this time in Wexford that he found the 
property afterwards consigned to him, and to which he later 
retired. This was a small slate-roofed house, with a yard and 
a quay, part of a large lot in the tenure of a man called 
Hooper and his wife, formerly the Lady ColviUe.4 While there, 
he had charge of fitting the frigate Fleetwood for sea, and was 
womed by the fact that her masts, rigging and sails were 
all stolen.5 He transported salt to the Isle of Man and 
searched for spies in vessels coming from Scotland. In short, 
he was indispensable. During 1648 and 1649 he was in charge 
of the Irish packet boat and got into serious trouble for not 
transporting State  packet^.^ This was at the instigation of 
Evan Vaughan, former Irish postmaster, and spurred Stephen 
Rich to his only known literary effort which has now come to 
light in a rare pamphlet in the library of Christ Church, 
Oxford.7 

C. P. Meehan, The Confederation of Kilkenny, New edition, 1882, 314. 
a Calendar of State Papers, ,~rkPand, 1647-1660 (1go3), 766. 
3 Calendar of State Papers, Ireland, 1633-1647 (1901). 571. 
4 P. H. Hore, History of the town and county of Werford, vol. 5 ,  1906, 

index under Rich. 
5 Ibid. 
6 J .  W .  Hyde, The early history of the post in  grant and farm, 1894, 198. 
7 The Answer of Stephen Rich, [n,p. ,  16493, 4to. See W. G. Hiscock, 

The Christ Church supplement to Wing's Short-title catalogue, 1641-1700, 
R 1365+. 
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It deals with Rich's period as postmaster and has little 
bearing on this paper. It does, howeve;, emphasize his 
personality as one of vigour and resolution not prone to 
take injustice calmly, nor yet to counter-attack an adversary. 
Vaughan had accused him on seven counts of mis-handling 
important State documents, even accusing him of opening 
one to his own advantage. 

To the first charge, Rich replied that as he had not been 
appointed postmaster at the time mentioned he could hardly 
be held responsible. This vas a quibble, as the letters com- 
plained of had been carried on his barque. All the charges 
related to the period in which he was engaged between 
Holyhead, Chester and Dublin. In his support are letters 

I from Colonel Michael Jones, Colonel Waller , and a group of 
Chester and Wirral men who warmly commend the valuable 
part he played in the capture of Chester by the Parliamentary 
forces, fitting and making serviceable an old hulk at his 
own expense and even maintaining a bridge of boats across 
the river. But all this was before his earliest connection with 
Friends. 

We know from Rutty's Rise and Progwss that by 1655 
Rich was already receiving Friends in his house at Lazy 
Hill, where sometimes meetings were held. In that year 
Barbara Blaugdone landed in Dublin, being blown in after 

i an effort to reach Cork. She lodged at Rich's house, and 
I 
I after she had visited the Deputy Henry Cromwell, Stephen 

came home and said that "the Deputy was so sad and 
melancholy, after she had been with him, that he could not 

I go to Bowls, or to any other Pastime."' How, we wonder, 
had this bluff sea captain such easy access to the house of 

I) the reputedly austere Deputy? In 1657 Thomas Loe preached 
through the Dublin streets from St. James's Gate to Stephen 
Rich's house: that is, from the extreme west of the city to 
the extreme east. Was it his magnetic personality (also felt 
by William Penn), which brought Rich into sympathy with 
the little band of early Irish Friends? In the same year 
Francis How@ wrote from Ireland to Margaret Fell: "We 

!4 had a meeting at Capt. Rich's house and another at  
9 
! W. Sewel, History, 1722, p. III .  

T.  Wight, History, 1751, p. IIG. 



Capt. Aland's. They are loving the captains but not 
much in them."I 

That Rich was still active in the service of the government 
is clear from the Commonwealth skate Accounts, for he was 
paid £100 in 1657 for hissextraordinary service in commanding 
the frigate Lambay Catch, and for his part in repairing and 
refitting it at  Lazy Hill.' Here his connection with the state 
ceases, as far as I can find, but he was still at Lazy Hill in 
1660 and appears there in an assessment for Poll tax in the 
"Census of Ireland."3 Rich actually sold his Dublin property 
in 1655, for there is in the Registry of Deeds, Dublin, a 
recitation back to that year saying that he had done so, 
the purchaser being one Robert Robbins.4 

Stephen Rich's death appears in Quaker records for 
Wexford as taking place in 1667, and his wife died in the 
same year. His will is in the Irish Genealogical Office. He left 
his property to his only son, Job, failing whom to Wexford 
Quakers. Among the legatees was Solomon Richards, 
former Mayor of Wexford (or perhaps his son of the same 
name), Robert Phair, Commonwealth Governor of Cork, and 
friend of William Penn, reputed to have 'attended Friends' 
Meetings, and John Nicholls, his neighbour at Lazy Hill, 
whom I think more research would prove to have a connection 
with Friends. Also named are brother, Richard, whose 
daughter was Mary. 

Who was Stephen Rich? I have been quite unable to 
trace his antecedents. I found, however, in the Genealogical 
Office in Dublin his application for a coat of arms in 1647, 
which was granted. He claimed it 

as  a reward for the service he rendered at the capture of 
Chester in 1646 when he was Commander of a ship of war, the 

' A. R. Barclay MSS, CXVIII (Friends House Library); see Journal 
F.H.S., xlviii, 123-4; in modem English. Aland was a soldier who had 
received land at Passage, co. Waterford, and a house in Dublin; see 15th 
Report, Record Commissioners, Ireland, p. 403. 

a Analecta Hibernica, no. 15: (Irish MSS. Commission), ~gqq, p. 292. 
3 Census 01 Ireland, c.1659. Ed. S. Pender. (Irish MSS. Commission), 

1939. - - 
4 It is of interest to note in Hore's History of Wexford, that the owners 

of the Wexford land (Hooper and Colville) had considerable difficulty in 
gaining actual possession. The grant had been made in 1655, but the 
government was responsible for repairs and these were not done and the 
transfer did not take place until 1659. I suppose Robbins just had to wait, 
or perhaps he came to live with Rich. 

Rebecca, @ 300 tons and during the siege of Chester commanded 
certain frigates and therewith maintained the waterguard, also 
commanding a squadron of twelve ships for the reducing of the 
Isle of Anglesey, now resident in this kingdom [of Ireland]. 

His arms, which most closely resemble those of the Earl 
of Warwick, were confirmed in respect of the fact that he 
was descended from an ancient family of that surname in 
Essex. Was he then a kinsman of the Earl of Warwick,' 
the Royalist turned Parliamentarian, who was in 1642 given 
command of the Parliamentary Navy, and whose family 
name was Rich, of Essex? I think this must be so (though 
such a flight of fancy is one of the pitfalls of the amateur 
historian). It would explain Stephen's easy entry to the 
court of Henry Cromwell, whose sister a few months later 
married the Earl's ,grandson. Nepotism was a common trait 
of the age, and Warwick was not above it. Here we leave 
Stephen Rich, a warrior influenced by the growing peaceable 
beliefs of Friends. 

NICHOLAS KEMPSTON (d. 1676) 
Our narrative next takes us to the neglected and sparsely 

documented county of Cavan, in Ulster province, now one 
of the 26 counties of Eire. In 1656 William Edmondson, the 
pioneer of Irish Quakerism, left shopkeeping followed by him 
since his arrival three years previously in Ireland. He had by 
this time established the first Irish meeting in Lurgan, Co. 
Armagh, where he lived. He was a man of integrity and 
courage, who had been a soldier under Cromwell. He felt that 
a living testimony was needed to witness against the corrupt 
practice of tithe mongering, and with his brother, John, 
and the brothers, Richard and Anthony Jackson, and others, 
leased farm lands in a remote part of Cavan, from a certain 
Colonel Nicholas Kempston.' Edrnondson's Journal, the basis 
of much Irish Quaker history, tells something of this little 
community and their hard life-oft-times lying on straw, 
with little comfort and much persecution and imprisonment. 
He states, however, that "Truth was much spread, and 
Meetings setled in several Places, many being convinc'd and 
brought to the knowledge of G0d."3 For over three years 

Robert Rich. 2nd Earl of Warwick (1587-1658). D.N.B. 
W. Edmundson, Journal (Dublin, 1715). pp. 25-26. 

3 Ibid., p. 26. 
I 



they Lived thus, Edmondson travelling much through the 
countryside and meeting with rebuffs, fines and imprisonment, 
once being put in the stocks at Belturbet, the neighbouring 
market town. I 

No hint of the location of these farms nor of the reason 
for their choice, is given in the Jourwal nor in any subsequent 
history; it remained a secret until two years ago when a 
"who dun it spirit" persuaded me to unravel the mystery. 
The landlord, Col. Nicholas Kempston, "who was convinced 
of Truth, though did not join with Friends", is described by 
Edmondson as a hard man, who only by friendly persuasion 
was induced to let his land to this adventurous band. The 
experiment was terminated in 1659 when he refused to 
confirm Friends' leases,= and a number of them, including 
William Edmondson and Richard Jackson, drove their 
cattle a distance of some 80 miles to Rosenallis near Mount- 
meUick where they farmed. Anthony Jackson remained and 
subsequently moved a short distance to Oldcastle. The 
names of William Edmondson, Richard Jackson and another 
well-known Friend, William Barcroft, occur next year in 
the Poll tax return as principal landholders in the townland 
of Rosenallis, which we know was thenceforward Edrnond- 
son's home. 

The sources for Irish local history are limited owing to 
the destruction of much material in 1922, and the source 
materials for seventeenth-century land tenure are sparse. 
Copies of the unique maps made by Sir William Petty between 
the years 1654-7 remain. This was the first large-scale map in 
the world to be surveyed on the land, and was designed to 
record the coniiscations of the Cromwellian period. Coupled 
with these there are the books of Survey and Distribution of 
the period which show the proprietors of land in 1641 and 
the names of those to whom i t  went by the Act of Settlement, 
1666-but not, of course, sub-lettings. The manuscript book 
for Cavan is in the Public Record Office, Dublin; there is a 
certified contemporary copy (which I used) in the Royal 
Irish Academy. The XVth report of the Irish Record Com- 
mission contains abstracts of some of the property grants, 
as well as a numbered list of Adventurers and Soldiers 
which corresponds with the numbered list of lands granted. 
This forms a tedious but profitable research. The Registry of 
T. Edmundson, Journal (Dublin, 1715)~ pp. 32, 35. 

Deeds, Dublin only dates from 1709 but is often found to 
contain recitations back which reveal the ownership of land 
at earlier dates. The State Papers for Ireland are in London 
but a microfilm is in the National Library, Dublin, and an 
adequate calendar was made in the last century. These are 
my main sources. 

The first clue came from the State Papers of 1660 where 
there is "a humble petition" of Luke Dillon1 for the res- 
toration of his land. The Book of Survey and Distribution 
for Cavan shows that Luke Dillon, a Catholic, was the owner 
of several lots of land in that county, including Trinity 
Island, Drum-, the two Derries, Clonlasken and Manory, 
aJ1 of which except the last went to the Earl of Anglesey in 
1666. AU lay in the diocese and parish of Kilmore. 

Trinity Island, which had a long and interesting ecclesi- 
astical history and on which was housed the last Catholic 
bishop of the era: held out as a last stronghold of the Irish 
Army until March 1653 when it was finally captured by 
Colonel Robert Barrow? The land must have been left to 
the disposition of Ralph Fenwick, a Justice of the Peace in 
the neighbouring town of Belturbet, as Dillon states in l i s  
petition that Fenwick had given it to Nicholas Kempston 
for £60, whereas it was worth £300. I t  seemed obvious that 
this was the land on which our Friends settled, but the 
final proof was missing. At last, in the Registry of Deeds, 
I found a recitation back of a deed in 1717 of John Kempston, 
son of Col. Nicholas, stating that the Earl of Anglesey had 
leased to his father the lands of Trinity Island, the two Denies, 
Clonlasken, Dromore, Blenacup and the rest-all of which 
were named in Dillon's conkcation in the Book of Survey. 

My husband and I went to Cavan where we gleaned more 
information of Dillon and of Trinity Island, but no one could 
tell us where it lay. Finally, we were recommended to ask 
a certain publican-cum-historian, Mr. Gough, in the town. 
(Fortunately, it was in the off hours.) To my surprise he 
produced a copy of Petty's Down Survey map of the barony 
of Loughtee, and to his surprise I quoted to him various 
names from Edmondson's Journal, which he said were still 

Calendar of the State Papers, Ireland, 1660-1662. Ed. R. P. MahaiTy, 
1905. p. 55; dated about 20th October, 1660. 

' Philip O'Connell. The diocese of Kilmore, 1937. 
3 Robert Dunlop, Ireland under the Commonwealth, 19x3, ii.323. 
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extant in the district today. The man who lived on the 
closest piece of land to T-ty Island was Mr. Jackson! He 
may still prove to be a descend@ of Anthony, but this is 
the object of another search. Anthony had three sons one of 
whom, Isaac, was progenitor of the great Jackson clan in 
America. The other two are unrecorded in our registers. 
We made a friend of Mr. Jackson and it was a curious 
sensation to arrive at the remote and very beautiful spot by 
the lake and stand looking across its waters to the island, 
feeling sure we were at the spot where those early Quaker 
pioneers had made their homes. The intense quiet of the 
place, broken only by the shrill cries of seabirds, so far from 
the coast, made us feel as if there had been a continuity in 
the peace and quiet which pervaded all, as if our early 
Friends had left a sense of harmony to continue through 
the ages. On a later visit we were taken by the kindness of 
Mr. Gerald Latham to the Island and he pointed out to us aU 
the lands I have mentioned surrounding the lake in calm 
silent beauty. 

On the island are the ruins of an abbey which was 
founded by the French Premonstratensian community in 
1237, being an off -shoot of a similar one on Lough Ce in 
Roscommon. In 1570 their lands (which, being surveyed, 
included all the land I have already listed) were conveyed to 
Hugh O'Reilly chief of the kingdom of the Brennye (i.e. 
Cavan) who appears to have hoped he might eventually 
restore them to the Canons. This did not come about, and 
by the fiant rolls of Elizabeth in 1586 the lands were leased 
to one Lucas Dillon, whose family retained them until 1653.' 

A11 this property lies in the Diocese of Kilmore whose Protestant 
bishop a t  the beginning of the Catholic Confederate War was the very 
famous Bishop William Bedell. Of his saintlike qualities you may read in 
the two contemporary lives written by his son and son-in-law. He was 
loved in the neighourhood by Catholic and Protestant alike, was the trans- 
lator of the Old Testament into Irish-"for", he said "these people have 
souls which ought not to be neglected until they can learn English-" 
and was noted for the quiet unostentation of his way of life. Though a 
staunch unwavering Protestant he stated "wheresoever saving truth in 
an outward assembly and profession calls men to God there I account is a 
visible Church." He befriended all in the few months of his life after the 
outbreak of the rebellion, and his funeral was attended by members of 
both parties and religions, one being heard to say "May my soul be with 
Bedell's." Among his friends was Luke Dillon who offered him asylum 
when the Bishop's house was taken by the rebels. Surely this man must 
also have left an aura of good which did not easily die out in the quiet 
district even in those terrible times. 
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Nicholas Kempston comes into prominence first in 1647 
at which time he was a Lt. Col. of Robert Lilburne's regiment 
of foot, playing a part in the rising of officers against Cromwell, 
by which he lost his commission but retrieved a command by 
raising a force of men to serve in Ireland. His home was 
later at Drumurry, close to Trinity Island. 

In the year 1655 he was in trouble. His first wife was the 
sister of Major General Edrnund Ludlow, the regicide whose 
memoirs are a fruitful source for the history of the period. 
Ludlow (whose forfeited lands all went later to the Earl of 
Anglesey) used his brother-in-law as agent and in various 
other capacities, and it may well be that the Cavan land 
was Ludlow's, but held in Kempston's natne. Both men were 
stout republicans, strongly opposed to the teturn of the 
Stuarts or to government by any single person. In 1655 
General Ludlow fell into disgrace by reason of his strong 
criticism of the assumption of power by Oliver Cromwell. 
He was refused permission to leave Ireland where he held 
the post of Lt. General of horse but, evading this order, set 
sail from Dublin in October. Nicholas Kempston, by now 
suspect because of his relationship with Ludlow, was amongst 
the large number who accompanied him to the place of em- 
barkation and was promptly arrested and imprisoned.' 
Ludlow writes: "Colonel Henry Cromwell having notice 
that Col. Kempston who mamed my sister had assisted 
me . . . committed him to prison where he was used with equal 
severity as myself." On the 19th October the imprisonment 
was ordered to be continuedz (no place of confinement 
being given), but there is no date for his release though in 
the following March a pass was issued for him with two 
servants and one horse. This was in England. I t  was probably 
early in 1656 that William Edmondson and his brother 
interviewed Kempston in his house in Cavan and in view of 
his difficulties he must have been glad to find tenants. la 
the Journal he is described as a hard man who only accepted 
their terms with protest after walking awhile in his orchard 
to consider them. 

Of the trials of the next few years we have only Edmond- 
son's short account. In our manuscript records there is but 
one brief mention of the time. John Douglas found it in a 

The Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow (ed. C. H. Firth, 1894), i.428-9. 
' Calendar of State Papers, Domestic, 19th October, 1659. 
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list known as "An Account of those who have backslidden 
from the truth out of the Meeting of Cavan." I t  was written 
in 1682, six years after Kempston's death: 

t 
Nycholas Kempston who had an estate in the County was 

convinced of the Lord's truth, did invite several Friends to live 
upon his lands, and received several meetings a t  his house a t  
Drumurry, and afterwards broke covenant of their bargains and 
declined from truth, who before his death his speech was taken 
from him, and many times the plainest words he spoke was oaths.1 

No explanation has ever been given for the so-called 
brealcing of covenant. A consideration of the chaotic con- 
ditions in Ireland as well as in England in the months after 
the death of Oliver Cromwell, coupled with General Ludlow's 
part in this period puts a new light on the incident. The 
Army, to which Ludlow belonged, revolted against the 
policies of Parliament of which he was a member. The 
position in Ireland was highly confused and Ludlow who 
was re-instated as Commander in Chief in Ireland in 1659 
found himself with duties in England interfering with the 
obvious need for attention to duties in Ireland. His brother- 
in-law was again given command of a regiment, but was 
also entrusted with Ludlow's private affairs. By 1658 Mrs. 
Kempston had already begun to get anxious. This was small 
wonder, for no Act had been passed confirming the validity 
of Irish leases. In June she wrote to her brother: 

how long i t  may contenuu in i t  we know not, for there is dayly 
changes in i t  . . . & many delays and put offs Ese mad . . . desiere 
that you and we may prepar for the worst & labour after r e s e e d  
up hearts to the will of our wise & loveing father. . . . Land is 
grown very cheap now: the reason is thought to be becaus of soe 
many clams that are granted; men begen to grow weary of the 
trouble of i t  & many great taxces upon it though they can mak 
nothing. . . My husband is willing to let Will Coll have the graseing 
of his stock whill he have any land in his own hands, which I fear 
will be too long.2 

Again, in October she writes to Ludlow: "If there are 
any forest lands to be sold, get a convenient place if you can 
for my husband and me to live in when we come to England."3 

MS. Great Book of Tithes (Society of Friends, Dublin), p. 246. 
June gth, 1658; printed in Ludlow, Memoirs, 1894, ii.444-5; see 

Calendar of State Papers, Domestic, 1658-9 (ed. M. A. E. Green, 1885), 
P. 56. - - 

3 Calendar of State Papers, Ireland, 1647-1660, p. 673. 
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So the break of 1659 was anticipated, and the men living 
on Kempston's land can hardly have failed, even in so remote 
a spot, to be aware of the tumultuous happenings of this 
pre-Restoration year. It is possible that Edmondson and 
Richard Jackson with the help of their friend, William 
Barcroft, had already acquired the property near Mount- 
meilick to which they finally went. They were tealists and 
remembered the battle of Worcester in which some of them, 
including Edmondson, had participated. 

On 13th December, 1659, Kempston made the mistake of 
allowing himself to become involved in the plot of a small 
group of Army officers to seize Dublin Castle. Considering 
the fact that at the time he was occupying General Ludlow's 
rooms in the Castle during the latter's absence in England, 
and that he well knew the difficult position of his brother-in- 
law, it seems almost incredible that he weakly fell in with 
the wishes of the officers concerned and put his na&e to a 
declaration which, on his own admission, he hardly under- 
stood and with which he was not satisfied.I The reper- 
cussions of this plot belong to England's political history. 
By the following March, Mrs. Kempston had gone to 
England, but not to the forest land she wanted. Her husband 
was employed by his brother-in-law to try to tidy up his 
personal estates and affairs, a thankless task for by 23rd 
May, 1660, all Ludlow's estates were sequestered. We only 
know for certain that Kempston's fortunes were at  a low 
ebb; the tenure of Irish land still lacked legal security and 
the imminent restoration of the King left men uncertain of 
the future. 

So the historv of Irish Friends was affected by the 
histo& of the ti&es. Mountmellick became one of the  most 
important centres of the Society in William Edmondson's 
life time. One curious fact emerged from this research. 
Anthony Jackson (who may well have been the Royalist of 
that name captured and imprisoned after the battle of 
Worcester and released in 1655) was persecuted by a clergy- 
man, Ambrose Barcroft, whose services for the Common- 
wealth had been rewarded by the gift of the church and 
tithes of Urney and Annaghliffe in the parish of Kilmore2 
four miles from Trinity Island. His brother, William Barcroft 

1 Ludlow, Memoirs (1894). ii.185-88. 
15th Report, Record Commissioners, Ireland, 1824-25, pp. 404, 520. 
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of MountmeUick, was ancestor of one of the best known 
Quaker families of Northern Ireland. 

Of the tithes which our Friends were expected to pay, 
some information may be gleaned from a document owned 
by Lady Nugent of Mount Ndgent, Co. Cavan, and now 
published by the Irish Manuscripts Commission.' In 1737 
the tithes of Kilmore parish were the subject of a legal 
action, and witnesses called were asked to carry their 
memories as far back as possible. There emerged details 
such as: 

For every milch cow gd., for every cow not having calved 
that year 44d., for every married person 4d.. and for unmarried zd.. 
every merchant or seller of small ware 2/6d. per annum. For 
lambs, kids and pigs, if more than 7, one in kind to be paid; for 
every hen 2 eggs, and for every cock 3 eggs. The 10th measure of 
corn to be paid for every mill, wind or water, and for a horse 
mill 2/6d. per annum. For a garden for private use ~ d .  and if the 
produce is sold one tenth is to be paid in kind. 

These tithes were "as they were paid from time immemorial," 
and included Trinity Island and the adjoining land. It seems 
a burdensome tax and one which must have been difficult 
to pay in the years after the war. 

The first mention of tithes in Cavan in Besse's Sufferings 
is in the year 1660, but the manuscript "Great Book of 
Tithes" in Dublin supplies us with earlier data. In 1657 
William and John Edmondson because, for conscience sake, 
they could not pay £1 10s. demanded for two years' tithes, 
had goods worth about fl18 taken from them by Andrew 
Weare, Robert Snookes and Henry Waldrum, tithemongers, 
and the said William for the same tithes was committed to 
Cavan gaol and put in a stinking dungeon for 14 weeks. 
Richard Jackson had a cow, a bull and horse, bridle and 
saddle, in all worth £7, taken from him. From William 
Parker a brass pan worth £1 was taken by Jacob Knowles, 
tithemonger. In 1659 William Parker was sued by Jacob 
Knowles at the Sheriff's court for 91- demanded for tithes. 
George Spicer, the judge of that court, gave an order to the 
bailiffs (before the jury gave their verdict), and they took 
from the said William one mare, bridle and saddle worth 
£4 10s. In  1659 William Parker faced a demand for 21-, and 
lost his riding coat worth 101- to one Dun, tithemonger. 

Analecta Hibernica, no. no. (Irish MSS. Commission), 1958. 
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The first date given would point to the fact that it must 
have been very early in 1656 if not at  the end of 1655 that 
Friends took up their land. This would agree with the date 
of Kempston's imprisonment in October, 1655. 

After the Restoration the troubles of Irish Friends did 
not diminish, but things did begin to assume a more settled 
form. 

CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, let us turn for a moment to 1669, a 

notable year for Irish Friends. George Fox asrived in Dublin, 
presumably on a Ringsend car. He searched for five hours 
before he could find Friends, going four times through the 
Customs and thinking the city smelled of cormption. He 
wrote a letter, a copy of which is preserved at Friends House 
which differs slightly from the account in his Journal? 

In the course of the voyage, the cook feu overboard and 
was drowned: 

the cook in the ship fell overboard &was lost through carelessness, 
but his spirit came to me about an hour afterwards, & I saw he 
was well-they drew him about the ship with a rope . . . &the rope 
slipped, and a careless man went to take hold upon him, &he took 
hold upon his foot, & he let the rope go, so he was lost, it being 
about the 12th hour in the night. And I was so that I could not 
eat nor sleep for two nights . . . 

There were customs posts at  every gate to the city' of 
Dublin, which explains the four times passing them. I think 
that Fox and his companions must have got lost by walking 
via the quay (where, may I be so bold as to  suggest it, part of 
the smell was real, being caused by the tide being out-everi 
to this day we occasionally recognize this smell). Fox and his 
companions probably turned off the quays and came through 
the western entry to the city at Wormwood Gate, and turned 
down High Street a t  Newgate to come out of the city proper 
at Dames Gate. They were lost. Had they but known, many 
Friends lived on the south side of the walls about Bride 
Street and Bride's Lane, close t o  the Polegate, where that 
same year was built Dublin's first meeting house, to which in 
that year also came Wiarn Penn. The deed of this Meeting 
House turned up not long ago wrapped round an old minute 

Dublin, I 1.X 1669; Friends House Library, Portfolio 15.138. 
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book and a little research proved that it was built on the 
site of the garden of an old castellated house with a courtyard 
and base court. This property was in the possession of a 
widow, Elizabeth Mayne,' who married John Burnyeat in 
1683, and it was here a t  Baron's ~ n h  (for so the house and 
garden were called) that Jonathan Burnyeat was born in 
1686. After the year 1669 Meetings were settled in Dublin 
and throughout Ireland on the usual plan and our first 
minute books, which I hope you will come and see, date from 
the year 1670. 

For John Burnyeat (1631-1690) and Elizabeth Burnyeat (d. 1688). 
n b  Mason, see Cambridge Jozcvnal, ii.418. 

When a study of Jacob Boehme's influence in seventeenth- 
century England appears, those interested in Quaker history are 
led to hope that it will offer some clarification of the part Boehme's 
teaching played in forming early Quaker ideas. From this point of 
view Serge Hutin's Les Disciples Anglais de Jacob Boehme aux 
X V I P  et XVIIIe  Sikcles (Paris: fiditions DenoEl, 1960) is 
disappointing. Hutin gives little space t o  the Quakers and his 
comments on their possible debt to Boehme derive from earlier 
studies, notably those of R. Barclay, R. M. Jones and W. Struck, 
rather than from fresh investigations. This treatment is char- 
acteristic of the book which, instead of closely analysing such 
problems of influence, offers a general introduction to the cross- 
currents in spiritual religion connecting Boehme's thought with 
Isaac Newton, Jane Lead, William Law, William Blake and 
others. 

ANDREW BRINK 

Macaulay Rejects a Slur on William Penn . . 

I T is said to be news when a man bites a dog. By the s& 
token an instance when Macaulay defended Penn from 
slander is newsworthy, because it also is unexpected'. This 

is recorded in an autograph letter acquired in Decembek, 1960, 
by the Quaker Collection at Haverford College. Thehddressee 
is not known, but the handwriting and signature 7 ke those of 
the well known historian Thomas B. Macaulay, The letter, 
quoted with permission, reads as follows:- /* 

Sir, 
I have the honor to 

letter which has followed me 
I hope to find on my table 
have not the smallest doubt 
the trouble to examine the 
he be blinded by 
leniently with the 
of the Quakers I was of 
at it. J 

correctness of the anecdote 
ot at this moment books to 
dent that Penn had declared 
Monmouth was of an age to 

made a high religious pro- 

ou for directing my attention to 
little doubt that I shall be able 

thful Servant, T. B. Macaulay 

the first two volumes of his 
of which he made the 

of William Penn 
wrote this letter, 

to this feature 



Caum d"Ollfity9 

I 660. \ Tboma~ Lunn, beink at his honcfi ~ a b o u r  
near his own Houfe, was taken thence by two 
Truopers, belonging to Major Moor, &d dragged 
between their Horfes about two Miles, and cruel- 
ly u f d  and beaten, to the Aitonifllrnent of the 
Beholders, for nQ other cauie, 'but being cglled a - 1 &&aker. - -. - . . 

&vaa Cot&$ 

1666. Ricbird F A ,  being fued fLi Tjiihs tu' 
the Value of 16s. dd, In the Town-Court o f  
Cavan, by WalZwood, PAefl, had taken from him 
by the Ser'eants, feveral G o d s  worth 3 1. 

1661. &he {aid Rickard Fa& was iued by th.& 
faid Prieff, in the Came Court, ~ O P  7 s. Value of 
Tyehs, for which the Serjeants to& fixera1 Goodd 
f?om him worth g L $04. 

765.1, Tbo~as Lmn,  freinp. f i e d  fop 7s; Value 
ct. A - + - er . . ;. ;sr; Cc -lie faid Priefi? 
h i  jcvk 21 cl .c.Ss ~aken  f ~ o  . .. .A :vorth 21; 10s. 

1670. Robert Ut~tbmk, A?~tbo~~y ~ackfin,  Tho- 
mas Limn, Richard Faile; William Parker and 
nomas HtmbiqZn; had taken from them, by the 
Prieits and Tythmonger~, - mach Barley, Hay, 
Bats  and Hemp, upon Pretence of Tythd. 

Thomas Lum) and Author~y yackfin were taker. 
u ~ j  and carried to Prifon, by the Appointment: 
of A n b r p  Barecroj?, Brieit, upon a definitive 
Sentence for Tytbes. 

W I h a m  Fader and ~bomas  f i ~ t c h i q h  were al fo 
' 

taken up, and made Prifoners for the like things, 
by the Means of the faid Prieil: 

1677. Nicholas Stmakey was com&itted to Chan 
Goalj uporl a Writ of Excomv~anicato Capiefzdo9 
by the Procurement of PrieiE Rol.i@n, where he 
remained clok Brifoner eleven Montb, 



anifold Examples o f  the grievous 
Sufferings of the  People called zua- 
hers,. under O l k e r  Cm!. ; ud, and the 
Reign of King Char.'.:) II. for the 
a f o r d d  Reafdm, 

ThC/C following bdvc j i f i ~ e d  f o r  ~ e e & i ~  ard 2~ 
fimbling tbe@Zves rogerher, it? tbeir mun Hotfi5 

- , ,ja$hr Fear f t h e  Lord, atzd in bis N'orpip: an8 
-,-&rpic#, . mdfor  ex&ort@~ osc another, and pray- 

i ~3 tog&w, to build rrp, &GiZtth<rW &THO@- 
~ d r t b , ,  .acdorditfg D tbe:Cosmasd of the Apbjtles, 
gsd tbr .ExampZg a&d (Pmfiice oj tbr Saints, nad 
Trghetr, andlbe trae Chvi@anr is tbc primitive 
fi~imcr ; and fm tba fame have beet1 mucb ahifid, 

jndid?ed, great& jhed, 10% impr@ed, crrrrlb 
@'id9 ard much f their  Goods t a k e a f r o ~  them 



From i c b *  Faih, two Horfes worth 4 ro o 

-- 
UTorth in all 23 $ 6 

B S~ipra 30 o o --- f 
So that this George Spicer, for the 

Fees of the& lix Perfom, hath taken ss 8 6 f 

&om them Goods worth 
-3 

I 665. Richard Faile, Wiciam %rker, Roiierg 
--Xobi@f~, il?omas LGhi asd Thomas Hkcftkljip?~~ 

with fevera! Friends, being a t  a Meeting of the 
Lord's People, at Ahbolas Statkey's Houfe, to 
wait upon God, were haled thereout, and thir- 
teen of them had before Matthew Ekncb, Provoit, 
of BeknrEet, who caufed iome of them to  be fit 
in the Stocks, and other Eome to be put into the 
Cage for fevrral Hours ; and the next Day ient 
and CO-ted tllem to ( ; I ~ ' i ~ ~ ~ r - t ' h a l  w ; t h n r r +  F- - 
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IZes G r q ,  for exhorting the People to  
Repentance, and declariiig the Day 

of  Gods Love unto them, through the Streets of 
Carrick-frgris, was put into the Goal there, by 
Colonel Charles Me~edItb~ and the next Day ex- 
pelled the Town, being drove out by Geo. Sprhk 
the Goaler, who bent him'as he turned him out. 

The  Faid Miles for declaring in like Manner 
unto the Ppople through the Streets of Colerais 
wm (by Order of Major Durham) very ill ufed; 
and bolted in the Guard-huG. 

And the faid &les Gray, for the -like exhort- 
ing the People upon a Market-Day in the Street 
of Dowri-Patrick, was cruelly 'beaten ,by Captain 
'Tit@md with a Staff; until it brake6in Pieces, and 
fo drove unto the Conffable'sl$de, wherehe dfo 
hiolentlg punchtbm an the Bkaa  with thk End 
o h ~ h e  bxoken Staff; m d  Gom thewe he 
th as 'bought befoka FOE-Efix' C*onnarel, who 
iommitted him ao the- Comty-God, among& 
Thieves and Murdexers, whqe he =as k~ept ar 
b y e  a Year. _ . _  . 

1670. Richard Faile, yoba Gee, Rob. Uaztbmk, 
for not going to the Pariih MJorihip-l~oufe ((called 
the ,Gnrch) were taken 1:;) -iiy a Capias, and by 
Judge 'Kennedy fins4 I s. :L4d left in Priibn, where 
.they remained about eighteen Weeks, and then 
were ~eleafed, by an Order from the King's Lieu- 
tenant-General and Council of Ireland. 

r 672. yobn Cox in P c  Pr-;P gC G:lr~~e, b::;t;z 
above iistp Years of Al::, !-T- , . - - - ., +tt.c- . L  

was committed to  Moi/dl:g~mi-Goai, wi;ac: re* 
maiaed Erifoner, notwithfianding John Ef~gier, 
Coullot@~ Mac- Magbaa, ' and Tbohzas Co~~nolly took 
from him, for T ths, eleveq Stoaks of Wheat, 
thirteen Stoaks o ? Oats and Barley, alfo the Fdid 
(k&otigh and ThotnnS took about twelve-fcore 
Sheaves of Wheat, fix-fare Sheaves of Barley, 
eighteeri-{core Sheaves of Oats, and eight Car- 
loads of g a y ,  all which they took with much 
Rigour, and being reproved by his Son for taking 
w k r e  rhey pleafed, they beat him, arid aIib beac 
his Daughter, and his Man-Servant ; t h e  ? 7 a l ~ ~ i  
of whae was taken was, dlree Pounds one Shilliog 
and fix Pence. 



SUFFERINGS OF FRIENDS IN CAVAN AREA 1671 - 1681 

taken from 'A GREAT CRY OF OPPRESSION' 

BY WILLIAM STOCKDALE (1683) 

1671 

Co.Cavan Friends being met together in Belturbet to wait upon the Lord, Richard 

French, provost , came in a rude manner into the meeting & others with him and pulled 

& haled several Ffriends and gave Thomas Morris a sore blow to the head and struck 

John Wilson with such violence that he broke his cane, the action of the said provost 

doth not become a Christian magistrate. 

1 672 

Co. Cavan John Jackson had taken for Tithe by John Riley, Tithemonger, 

29 sheaves oats, 29 sheaves barly, worth 2s 2d. 

Co.Meath Miles Gray had taken for Tithe by Hugh Hanway's son, priest of 
Oldcastle & Richard Wildman, Tithemonger, 3 loads of hay, 5 fleeces 
of wool and corn worth El. 

John Hutton had taken for Tithe by said priest 3 carloads hay, and 
by Richard Wildman 5 fleeces wool, several carts of corn and 1 lamb 
worth 15s. 

Co.Cavan Richard Faile had taken for Tithe by Alexander Johnston, Thomas Johnston, 

Patrick McCabe & Patrick Brady, Tithemongers, 15 loads of hay, 27 stooks of barly, 

. 12 stooks of oats, worth El 7s 8d. 

Anthony Jackson for Tithe by Patrick McCabe, 11 sheaves hemp, 2 carloads hay, 

20 sheaves barly, 6% stooks oats worth 4s 

William Parker for Tithe by said persons 7% stooks barly, 7 stooks oats, 2 carloads 

hay all worth 7s 6d 

Robert Unthank for Tithe by said persons 13 stooks barly, 4 carloads hay, worth 8s 6d 

John Wilson for Tithe by Bryan Riley, tithemonger, 10 carloads hay, 10 stooks barly 

(1 15 part of it), 19 stooks oats worth 16s 4d 



Thomas Hutcheson for Tithe by Patrick McCabe & Patrick Brady 7 carloads hay, 21 

stooks wheat, barly,oats worth 10s. 

Thomas Lunn for Tithe by said persons 8 stooks oats, 3 stooks barly, 8 stooks wheat 

4s 1 Od. 

1 675 
Co.Monaghan John Cox had taken from him for Ttthe by Thomas Portrosse, John Caldwell, 

John Mullhallan, Thomas Rdlough, Art Mac Maghan,& William O'Connelly with a 

constable and a bailiff who broke down hedges and took away ( in the behalf of the 

Chancellor of Dublin) ten horse loads of oats & Barly and 8 horse loads of wheat & 

some they earried on their backs worth 18s. 

Co. Cavan John Wilson was committed to gaol by a writ of excommunication by priest 
Robinson for Tithe where he remained prisoner, yet had his corn taken by means - 
of the priest for Tithe. 

Richard Faile for Tithe by Owen Brady, tithemonger for priest Barcroft, 35 loads turfde 
and by John McNolty, Patrick & Echond McCabe 10 car loads hay, 15 stooks barly, 

29 stooks oats, 16 stooks wheat worth £2 18s. 

1681 

Co. Cavan Nicholas Starky of the parish of Belturbet for refusing to pay towards the building 
or repairing the publick worship house had detained from him out of a greater sum by 
Matthew French, the sum of 20s. 

Thomas Ptu'ilipps of the said parish is excommunicated for refusing to pay to the 

repairing or building the said worship house. 

John Jay [Gee] of the said Parish for refusing to pay towards the building or repairing 

the said worship house had detained from him, out of a greater sum, the sum of 

£1 10s by Mary Marsh, the bishop's wife. 









SUFFERING OF FRIENDS IN CO. CAVAN 1688-89 
from Porlfolio 18.8-1 0. in Dublin Friends Historical Library 

County Cavan 1688 E s d  

Anthony Jackson house was robbed by night and .... ?..... with Capt. Phillips 

.... ?.... and others of the country robbed 3 cows, 2 heifers, and one horse and 

household goods to the vatue of 

Anthony Jackson was robbed again by night by Irish robbers 

Meal, wheat and malt and other household goods worth 

More taken from him by robbers that followed English army 
4 cows, 2 heifers, one mare worth 

More taken from him by Turbett soldiers at the fight with Duke Barrink? 

in Cavan, bumt his house and goods in hwse and took away 
2 cows, 2 horses and a mare worth 

Taken from Nicholas Starky, 2 heifers and a bull by raparees worth 

More his house robbed at night by Irish household goods 

and 3 cows, one horse worth 

John Threed [Fred ?I by some robbers had taken from him 2 cows worth 

and househdd goods worth 

Thomas Hutton had corn taken from him by rabble, corn worth 

Myles Gray house was robbed by two sddjers of King James 

goods and money 1 00 00 
one mare taken from him by a soldier of K. James 1 00 00 

other two horses presed from him and taken away worth 1 1500 

Make 57 15 00 
- Thos Phillips 19 00 00 



Nichdas Gribbell had taken from him in ye 4th mo. 1689 by Major Meatham 

a mare for King James service worth eight pounds 08 00 00 

Thomas Jackson had a horse and a mare taken by the aforesaid Meatham, 

at ye same time worth 12 00 00 

Robert Jackson had a horse taken by the said Meatham 

worth (at the same time) 5 00 00 

Thomas Jackson had a mare taken in 89 by Capt .?... ..? .... 
for K.James service one mare worth 

Robert Jackson had a horse, saddle and bridle taken from him by 

Capt. John Dunn wotfh 3 00 00 

County Cavan 
Lost by Thomas Phillips of Belturbet in the county aforesaid, eight cows and 2 heifers all or 
most in calf, which were taken away by the Irish the same day that Galway came into our town 
aforesaid with his Army to prosecute the English and Scotch that fled away to Grom and 
Enniskillen upon his approach being &out the 1 8th day of the rnonfh &led March 1 688 , 
valued at 519 sterling, besides the loss of a new faherbed, rugs & many other particular 
household goods bst at several times by both parties which we cannot a certain account or 
relation of. We have had other great losses, both of our rents and lands by those times, whkh 
lie all desolate and waste and no relief to be had out of them , all which I testify under my hand, 
the 23rd day of the 2nd month 1691. 

Thomas Phillips 













































EMIGRATION OF FRIENDS FROM CAVAN AREA TO PENNSYLVANIA 

1712 - 1764 

Taken from book by A.C.Myers 'immigration of Irish Quakers into Pennsylvania, 

published in 1902. 

ISAAC DAVENPORT Certificate received 30-1 0-1 734 from Ireland 

BENJAMIN FRED son of John Fred & Catherine (nee Starkey) of Drumlane, Cavan: and 

later of Carlow. Certificate issued 21 -1 0-1 71 2 

ROBERT GREER Cert. issued 23-2-1 749 from Coothiil; an unmarried man: in 1753 he 

requested a cert. back to Ireland, but 'ye vessel being Ready to sail 

we understand he is gone without it'. 

JANE HINKSON wife of John Hinkson: Cert issued 30%-1764 from Coothitl. 

Cert. states ' a Woman of an easey, mild, modest behavior, Held in 

Esteem by friends and others; Walked orderty during her residing 

here; was in unity with friends when she left this'. John Hinkson may 

have preceded her to America. They married in Lurgan on 26-3-1 747. 

JOSEPH HUTTON son of Thomas, Kiiieagh, Co.Cavan; cert received 7-4-1 71 2 from 

Carbw 

NEHEMIAH HUrrON s. of Thomas; cert received 5-1 1-1 71 6 from Cootehill 

John, another brother of Joseph & Nehemiah, also emigrated and 

married in Pensylvania in 1724. Four letters from Thomas Hutton to 

his sons in 1726-34 are quoted in Myers' book. 

THOMAS JACKSON cert received 7-1 0-1 71 7 from Oldcastle ; a linen draper, he 

purchased land in Pennsylvania in 171 5 from Ebenezer Pike, of 

Cork. He probably travelled with Joseph Martin & wife Ruth, who 

was his daughter. 



ISAAC JACKSON and wife; cert issued from Carlow 28-1 -1 725; Isaac (1665-1 750) was 

son of Anthony who settled in Co Cavan with Wm Edmundson in 

1655. lsaac m. Ann Evans and they moved to Co.Kildare about 

1707. On emigrating to America they stayed at the home of their 

daughter Ruth and son-in-law Jeremiah Starr. 
JAMES LOVE cert issued 17-2-1 739 from Battyhaes 

WILLIAM McNABB and wife Dorothy and daughters Elizabeth and Jane. Cert issued on 

5-1 -1 729 from Oldcastle 

ISAIAH McNElCE widower, with large family, ' who has lived within the compass of our 

meeting these twenty years' ,cert issued 21 -2-1 736 at Cootehill. 

JOSEPH MARTIN and wife Ruth, cert received 7-1 0-1 71 7 from Oldcastle, same date as 

Thomas Jackson, see above. 

JAMES STARR Cert received from Carlow 7-4-1 71 2, James b.1676 was son of John 
& Mary of Oldcastle. James' brothers Jeremiah, Moses, Isaac and John 
also emigrated. 

JEREMIAH STARR Cert received 3-3-1 71 8 from Carlow 

MOSES STARR and wife Deborah cert received 7-1 0-1 71 7 from Oldcastle 

JOHN STARR Cert received 5-8-1 71 7 from Oldcastle. Isaac, a brother also came but 
no cert is known. He married in 1723 in Pennsylvania. 



EXCERPTS FROM MINUTE BOOKS WITH REFERENCE TO CAVAN FRIENDS 

22-2-1676 Robert Unthank & Mytes Gray appointed to attend M years Meeting in Dublin 
on 8th of 3rd month next 

7-8-1 676 Richard Faile appointed to go to Dublin 

20-8-1 677 William Parker appointed to attend in Dublin 

Nicholas Starky appointed to bring in sufferings for Cavan Meeting 

10-6-1 678 Thomas Hutcheson & Robert Unthank to make enquiry re marriage 

23-6-1 679 John Wilson, Thomas Hutcheson, lsabell Jackson & Catherine Starky are 
appointed to make enquiry about a marriage 

27-9-1680 Catherine Starky and Eleanor Gee appointed to make enquiry re marriage. 
Charges to be raised which are due at Dublin : 

S s d  
Lu rgan 00 18 04 
Ballyhagan 00 18 04 
Lisnagarvy 00 1 8 0 4  

Cavan 00 09 00 
Charlemont 00 06 08 
Carrickfergus 00 04 00 

Ballymoney 00 03 00 
Antrim & Grange 00 06 00 

...................... 

Total 04 03 08 

21 -1 1-1 681 Whereas a difference is brought before us depending betwixt Margaret 

Unthank of Cavan and John Furnace, the said John Furnace accusing the 

said Margaret of undecent behaviour and unseemly carriage with one William 

Winter and upon due examination we finde that John Furnace cannot prove nor 

clearly make out to our understandings some of the most material accusations 

against the said Margaret, And hath reported and spread them abroad disorderly 

we therefore judge that he ought to acknowledge his fault and condemn his wrong 

done therein. 

We do find also that Margaret Unthank hath not walked so wisely and circumspect 

as she ought to have done but hath given way to the said William Winter to have 



too much liberty in her house which hath given occasion to bad minded people to 

reproach Friends of Truth to their grief and trouble. So our judgement is that 

Margaret Unthank ought to acknowledge her weakness therein and confess her 

fault and condemn her not taking Friends advice to shut the said William out of 

her house and company & that she for the future ought not to suffer him into her 

house or company and to live low in the fear of the Lord and be subject to" 

Friends of Truth. 

And whereas Mary Lunn hath accused the said John Furnace that he proffered 

to lye with her, two several times, and lsabel Whitehead accused ................ 

The matter of Francis Cornwell and Mary Jackson being brought before the 
meeting it is the unanimous conclusion of Friends here that a paper be given forth 

against their abominable wickedness 

Miles Gray, Abraham Claughton, lsabel Jackson & Margaret Parker to make 
enquiry about a marriage 

Richard Faile & Nicholas Starky are desired to attend the Sessions at Cavan to 
see if there be any occasion concerning Friends 

Collection for Friends that are suffering in England : 
Cavan Meeting - £12 00 00 

out of a total of £1 89 from the province of Ulster 

Miles Gray, Thomas tangtree, Elinor Gee and Isabel Jackson to make enquiry 
regarding a marriage 

Thos. Langtree, Miles Gray, Mary Faile & Catherene Starky to make enquiry 

regarding a marriage 

A receipt to Alexander McClalan for Cavan meeting - 212-05-00 

for suffering of Friends in England 

The following are appointed to attend to the duties in a paper come from Dublin 

Bellturbet and Old Castle - Nicholas Starky Thomas Langtree 

Thos. Langtree, John Ffreeman, lsabel Jackson & Sarah Thornton to make 

enquiry regarding a marriage 



Robert Hoope William Souldon William Brownlow Alexander Matthews Toby Courtney 

John Whiteside are desired to end the matter betwixt Alexander Mc Clalian and Margrett 

Unthanke 

the next mans meeting is to be att John Robsons the I l th  day of the 6th month next 

Whereas there is a deferance betwixt Alexander Mc Clelland on the one ply and Margrett 

Unthanke on the other ply which being referred by both plyes to Robert Hoope William Souldon 

William Brownlow Alexander Matthews Toby Courtney & John Whiteside to make a full end 

thereunto and have bound themselves each to other in the some of twenty pounds to stand to 

and abide the judgment and award of the said persons concerning the said deferance 

Know ye therefore that we the said Arbytrators doe Award and judge as followeth that whereas 

Robert Unthanke Husband of the said Margrett and now deceased did take to farme from the 

said Alexander a peice of land and now the said Margrett being willing to part with the same 

unto the said Alexander and seing the deferance aforesaid arising betwixt them concerning the 

said land, We therefore doe Award and judge that the said Margrett shall deliver unto the said 

Alexander the peice of land the first day of the next third month with the rents and Arrears of 

rents that shall be due att that time And shall upon the demand of the said Alexander deliver 

unto him the timber and wood that now is thereon of all the fallne houses and whatt houses that 

is standing thereon the said Margrett is to keep in repair as itt now is with all fences that are 

upon the said land And that the said Alexander shall have liberty to garden plow and sow upon 

the said land after the first of the 12th month next and that the said Margrett or her assignes 

shall nott have liberty to plow or sow from hence forth any more upon the said land, save only 

that the said Margrett hath prevylege and liberty to dig or take up any garden stuffe that is now 

sett or sowne att any time before the next 3d month And this is our Award and judgement 
given under our hands this 30th day of the 4th month called June 1688 

William Brownlow his mark 

Robert Hoope 

William Souldon 

Alex Matthews 

Toby Courtney 

Jo Whitesitte [actual signatures] 



An account in writing is come to this meeting this day from Thomas Calvert that he hath 

received and paid the six pounds that he and Adam Swift was bound for, for John forbus 

A letter is this day received from London that they have received a !etter from friends here that 

George Gregson William Wilkinson and Robert Robinson was desired to write to them the last 

meeting 

our next mans meeting is to be 26th day of the 5th month next 

to Bellyhagan - to Robert Robinson 10 guinnyes 

Lisbu rne to George Gregson 10 guinnyes 

the meeting beyond Charlimount to Robert Greer 5 guinnyes 

the meeting att Lurgan to Robert Hoope 10 guinnyes 

Grange meeting with Antrim Edward Hudson 5 guinnyes 

Carrickfergus to Laurance Allyson 3 guinnyes 

in all 43 guinnyes 

Lurgan the 26th of the 5th month 1 690 

these following is what is thought fitt to be given to the necessity of freinds undernamed of the 

money that came from Engiand - 
Anthony Jackson of Ould Castle 5 guinnyes 
William Parker 2 guinnyes 
Anne Lawson 1 g 

Jane Lawson 1 g  

Nicholas Starky 2 9  
Thomas Morris 1 g  

the meeting beyond Charlyamount 8 g 
Thomas Hutcheson 2 9 

John Huttne 3 g 

Thomas Hutcheson 2 guinnyes more 

Charliamount meeting more 4 g 

to Myles Gray to dispose of 2 9 
Carrickfergus to Laurance Allyson 

and his sister 3 g 

Bellyhagan u-2 
all paid 49 guinnyes 



James Hill and Ann Huert haveing laid their Intentions of Marriage with one another 

John Wylly & Richard Boyes Mary Holding and Mary Greer, William Whittsit and Jacob 

Marshall are apointed to make enquiry conserning their cleerness and bring in their answers to 

ye next province meeting, William Whittsit and Jacob Marshall are to gitt a certificate from ye 

said James Hilts father of his consent ; John Wylly and Richard Boyes are desired to gitt a 

certificate under ye said Ann Huerts mothers hand of her consent -to her Daughters marriage 
L- 

Nicholas Starky Tho. Hutton Will Whittsit Jacob Marshall Wm. Williamson Luke Peel Will 

Richardson Thom Walker John Robson John Hoope Robert Robinson Robert Hoope Alexd 

Mathes Richard Boyes John Wylly Thomas Lightfoote Toby Courtney Thomas Calvert (of 

Carrickfergus) Andrew Melvin John Boyd Walter Clark Thomas Gregg Thomas Wylly 

John Hunter are desired to stay about some particular business belonging to ye province 

The next province meeting is to be at Lurgan ye 24th of 10th 

1692 Robert Hoope received in behalfe of ffriends of this province 

Ulsters part of £600 sent from England to friends in Ireland is 076-1 3--00 

Ulsters part of £1 060 more sent from England as aforesaid 250-1 0--00 

The second moiety of £60 left by Myles Gray to friends Ulsters pt is 10--00--00 

friends in Barbados sent to friends in Ireland £100 of which Ulsters pt is 20--15-00 

A particular friend in England left a sume of money of which Ulsters part 5--00--00 

Another friend one Richard Mollyson left a sume of money to friends Ulsters part is 5--00--00 

totall 367--18-00 

on ye 19th of 9th mo 1692 Robart Hoope paid ye severall sums here following to ye several1 

meetings in this province as followeth - 
To ye meetings of Old Castle and Bellturbat by Thomas Hutton the sume of 

To ye meeting neer Charlemont by William Whitesit ye sume of 

To ye meeting at Baltyhagan by Witl Nicholson ye sume of 

To ye meeting at & neer Lurgan by John Robson ye sume of 

To ye meeting at Lisburn and ye country meeting neer it by Richard Boyes 

To ye meeting at Carrickfergus by Thomas Calvert ye sume of 

To ye meeting at Antrim and ye meetings of Grange Tobberhead & neer 

Coleraine & others below Antrim by Andrew Melvin ye sume of 

To John Gee ye sum of 



9-5-1 692 John Ffearen and Thomas Langtree to see that the marriage at Bellturbet 

be perfected in good order. 

100 books - Will Binglas Epistle of Tender Love to Friends in ireland - to be 

distributed in Ulster province. Turbet & Oldcastle meeting got six. 

Ten Pounds left by Miles Gray to the poor Friends in Ulster Province. 

20-6-1 692 Some in England concerned about what Mites Gray left at his death, Thomas 
Hutton to take action to satisfy those concerned. 

FROM Q 111 B 

Wm. Richardson & Wm. Whiteside visited the meetings of Coothill& Drumcaime 

Differences re the place of meeting. We desire that no Friend presume to alter 

or refrain going to meeting for frivolous reasons 

Disorder at Coothill 

Four Friends appointed to visit Coothill, examine the conditions, end the 
differences and settle the Friends there in peace and fellowship. 

Report from four Friends. Matthew Deal committed some transgression. 

Marriage of T.Brooks & S.Davenport: first mention of public MH at Coothill 

Oldcastle Friends to perfect the lease for their burial ground 

Distribution of 700 books (Barclays Apology) among Ulster Friends. 
Oldcastle -7 Ballyhaise - I2 Coothill - 4 [Shows relatively few in Co. Cavanl 

There are two places near Coothill that Friends do bury at, neither of them sure 

and satisfactory. Appointed to use their endeavours that such place as they 

pitch upon be made sure to Friends. 

Coothill burying ground on land belonging to John Mitton. Appointment to get 

lease. 

Coothill burying ground, from John Mitton to Isaac Davenport, John Walker & 
Joseph Robson. 



Lease of a little fort on John's land at 3d yearly rent. 

Lease of Coothill burying ground, signed and deposited with province papers 

in John Hoope's hands. 

George Richardson and Isaac Davenport wrote that Philip Cahy left by his will 

£1 0 for repair of Friends meeting house and graveyard at Coothill; this meeting 

thinking a little more might be added to make convenient seats for the meeting 

house, one with a back for public Friends, and a plank with a rail for Friends to 
stand upon, a foot or 15 inches high and other convenient seats. This meeting 

agrees to give 30s to add to the f 10 already. 

John Starr the younger & Sarah Martin both of the meeting near Ballyhaes, by 

the request of both their parents by reason of some former miscarriage having 
happened by ye said Jahn which hath been under detiberate consideration of 

this meeting and reasonable satisfaction &judgement being given and a release 
from Rebecca Ransom with whom the transgression was committed, this 
meeting therefore do permit them to take one another among Friends, & in order 

thereto have declared their intentions of marriage with one another before this 
meeting. John Bell, John Love, Ailce Bet and Margaret Love being appointed 

from ye mens meeting & also ye womens meeting held at Castlecorr ye 9th 
instant to make enquiry concerning their clearness, orderly proceeding, consent 

of parents & relations concerned, have returned their answers that they made 
enquiry and find notbing appears to obstruct their proceedings but that they may 
be permitted to marry. 

The said Sarah knowing of ye transgression of ye said John Starr & willing to 

take him notwithstanding, without upbraiding him therewith hereafter: so it is ye 
appointment of this meeting that ye said John Starr do publish or cause to be 

published their said intentions in two severall meetings near Ballyhaes, if nothing 

then appear against them they may in a convenient season take each other in 
marriage. John Bell & John Love are desired to see ye said marriage is 

perfect in good order minding to insert something in the preamble of ye certificate 

to distinguish ye said marriage between approbation and permission, attributing 

what hinted concerning the same to ye said John Starr & not to ye said Sarah 

Martin & to bring or send ye certificate thereof to ye next province meeting. 

[Added in column] Were married at house of John Bell ye 11 day of 6th mo 

1706. Something being inserted in ye preamble of ye certificate as was desired 

and as may appear. 



31 -6-1706 Charles Fisher gives account to this meeting that the repair of the meeting 
house at Csothill is going forward. 

28-1 2-1 707 Charles Fisher, lsaac Davenport, Geo Richardson and Wm Beavan were taken 

prisoner and put in Cavan Gaol on account of tithes at the suit of Michael Arvell 

priest of parish of Drumgoon, and that Francis or Edward Lucas of dastleshane 

may be a proper person to apply to in order to obtain ye said Friends release. 

Therefore it is desired that Alex Matthews, John Turner & Joseph Robson 

[influential Lurgan Friends] do enquire of manner of friends imprisonment & to 

said Lucas or other person to get the Friends released or enlarged, also to visit 

the Friends in their sufferings. 

6-10-1707 William Collins agreement with Geo. Richardson re Coothill meeting house & 

what property he reserved for Friends therein 

10-2-1 708 The article of the meeting house of Coothill has been sent and perused. when 

Geo. Richardson renews his lease with the landlord that he shall grant renewal 
to Friends free of any demand, and a convenient passage or way for Friends 
to the meeting house and privileges. 

Several Friends in gaol in Cavan: efforts to get them enlarged. 

Edward Lucas of Castleshane was friendly and gave good assistance towards 
ye said Friends enlargement. Demands have been acquitted except for 
Chancellor Whittenhall by reason whereof they are not released yet are at liberty 

11 -1 2-1 709 Coothill meeting house is too little & not convenient. Geo. Richardson & Wm. 

Pidgeon to see what is needful towards an enlargement 

2-1 0-171 0 lsaac Davenport & Thomas Braddock have difficulties in continuing to dwell 

in Coothill. Their inclination is to remove and freedom is given to them 

24-1 -171 1 Robert Thornburgh of Coothill meeting prosecuted on account of tithe by one Ash 

who lives in Co. Meath near Edenderry, supposed by wrong information. 

B.Garnett & W. Whiteside [of Charlemont] are to endeavour with the Register & 
' other officers of the Court to delay proceedings until Ash can be spoken to. 

J.Hoope to write to R-Thornburgh to call on Merrick King to go to meeting at 

Edenderry with a letter from John Barcroft who intends to write to some Friends 

there to go with M.King and R. Thornburgh to apply to Ash to use endeavours to 

cease prosecution. 



Wm Jones Coothill says that Isaac Davenport has renewed his lease which 

means that we may get a place for a meeting house. 

8 Friends from Quarterly meeting are appointed on a provincial visit to Coothill 

to inspect and see about new meeting house 

Decide to enlarge Coothill meeting house & not build a new one at present. 

lsaac Davenport & Geo Richardson to act. 

Parliamentary Committee of Friends to attend in Dublin and lobby on matters 

concerning Friends; lsaac Davenport as Co Cavan representative 

Enlargement at Coothiil meeting house cost £3 -3-3. Province meeting to bear 

the cost. 

Minutes of Province meeting to go to 3 Cavan meetings - Oldcastle, Bdyhaise 

and CoothBI so that they can have a preparative meeting and act as necessary. 

Friends d Coothiil having renewed their lease & I Davenport has a convenient 

spot of ground to build a meeting house upon, and being willing to make a lease 

thereof to some Friends for the service of Truth so long as he has it & now is a 

convenient time to get fmber & it is the desire of the meeting that the said lsaac 

make a lease of the place to Merrick King, Wm Jones and John Bell for the use 

of Friends &they to transfer it to others as the province meeting shall direct. 

[.Davenport, Thomas Braddock, Geo Richardson Wm Jones, James Martin, 

Wm. Pidgeon, John Bell, Robert Greer [and 3 others] are desired to lay out the 

ground, order timber, and building the house with a good mud wall forty-five feet 

long & eighteen broad in the clear, making a partition of fifteen feet or thereabouts 

& a chimney at one endas expeditiously as they can, at the Province's cost. 

The Friends appointed re Coothill meeting house report they have settled on a 

place, agreed with a mason to do the work with stone & lime for ten pounds, 

being better than mud wall. Friends appointed are to get the lease perfected. 

The meeting house at Coothill being a-building , lease work is needed. Wm Gray 

to advance £5 & John Hoope to advance £5 & send to I.Davenport, until it be 

known what more is required, which will be proportioned & raised off the several 

meetings in the Province. 



4-8-1 712 Coothill lease brought in, fairly engrossed in parchment. Parties are to sign at the 

rise of the meeting 8 lodge with the Province papers. 

7-1 2-1 71 2 Friends appointed to go to Coothill went and ordered the finishing of meeting 

house since which, by reason of bad workmanship, bad materials or an ill 

foundation ot both or all, one gable and part of the side adjoining to it is fallen 

and the other cracked so Coothill Friends are desired to prop and secure the 

timber of that end that is yet up, and when the season serves, to build up that is 
fallen & to pull down that which is cracked, if it does not fall down before & to get 

them both well 81 sufficiently built up; if they find that the fault hath been in the 

man who undertook to build the house that they endeavour to make him pay or 

allow what is just. 

21 -1 -1 71 3 Wm Jones reports that meeting house at Coothill is repairing & part that fell 

is rebuilding & the other intended to be secured. LDavenport has sent a bill of 

cost - $29-91 0%. El 0 already received, remainder to be raised by several 
meetings in the Province. 

20-9-1 71 3 Province paid all fur meeting house at Coothill, wants to know about disposal 
of the old meeting house. 

20-12-1 713 Old meeting house at Coothill sold to Geo Richardson for 30s, to preserve love 
and unity among Friends. 

Friends to build a school house in or near Coothi! 

5-7-1 71 3 As to building a meeting house at Oldcastle this meeting reported that the friends 

there would do it at their own expense , which is left to their consideration till next 

spring, before which not much but providing material can be done. 

22-2-1 71 4 There being some hint from the mens meeting of Oldcastle seeming to crave the 

assistance of this province towards building a meeting house there which this 

meeting hath considered & hopes that such Friends of that meeting who may 

spare a little matter for so good a work will open their hearts to promote it among 

themselves. 

7-6-1 714 Thomas Jackson and Margaret Vinch an old couple of Oldcastle did not appear 

in the Province meeting but on 23d 5th month last did stand up in Oldcastle 

meeting and took one another as husband and wife without any certificate or 



consent of the meeting according to the established order among Friends, which 

practice and management this meeting disowns and disapproves & places 

judgement upon the said Thomas Jackson and Margaret Vinch & all other public 

and private encouragers who have had any hand or concern in promoting such 

disorderly proceedings & desires the mens meeting of Coothill do read this to 

the said TJ and MV & record it in their minute book signifying their concurrence 

& unity with this meeting in this said judgement; & also be concerned to bring 

such Friends to a confession and submission who have been accessory as 

well by omission & negligence in not doing what they ought to have done as also 

any who have encouraged their taking one another after ye said manner. 

20-6-171 5 First time for Ulster province meeting to be held at Coothill 

Robert Thornburgh in Monaghan Gaol as result of testimony against tithes, at 

the suit of Dillon Ash, priest of the parish of Galloon. It is thought convenient to 

get assistance from Judge Coot, kaiah Corry & Richard Allen to write or speak 
to Ash for Robert's release. Isaac Davenport is to send letter to Dubiin Mens 

Meeting entreating their favour to endeavour with Ash who is supposed to be 

in Dublin. 

1-8-1 715 James McNeese is in Cavan Gaol re tithes. Coothill Friends are to take needful 

care for his release and to give an account of the manner of his prosecution to 

the next province meeting. 

24-1 0-1 71 5 R.Thornburgh is at liberty but not fully released. 

J.McNeese continues a prisoner but not so closely confined, having as much 

liberty as one in his circumstances can expect. Friends are to visit him in his 

suffering as a means to support and strengthen him. 



9-4-1 71 6 J.McNeese continues a prisoner. Friends to go to priest Russel and the chief 

prosecutor tithemonger Herdman who opposes James' release. Merrick King, 

Isaac Davenport & James McDonnell are to go the High Sheriff speedily and use 

their endeavours to get him more liberty. 

21 -5-1 71 6 Province Meeting at Coothill. No representatives from Grange and other sundry 

parts of Ulster, reprimand issued. 

1-7-1716 J.McNeese still a prisoner due to Herdman's severity and obstinacy. But by the 

favour of the gaoler he is not kept very close prisoner. 

24-9-1 71 6 Most or aH have forgiven James their demands except Herdman. Gaoler 

knowing that the rest have forgiven, he has promised to be easy to him. 

4-3-1 71 7 James McNeese still not released. 

James Simpson of Coothill has been cited to the Bishops Court fot his testimony 
against tithes. Freinds have been diligent in having the prosecution dropped. 

18-1 1-1 71 7 Due to the kindness and help of Francis Nevill and John Jones of Betturbet, 

John Herdman the tithemonger, also the Sheriff and gaoler have been prevailed 
on to forgive the demands & to discharge James McNeese 

The levy on Ulster meetings proportionate to their numbers records Coothill 

at 9d in the £ i.e about 4% 

18-5-171 9 Province meeting at Coothill. Small numbers did discourage those who came. 

Every meeting is to show reason why they did not attend. 

George Jay [Gee] writes that he must leave Belturbet and he offers his services 

as a schoolmaster in an area where there is a company of Friends for his wife's 

sake, offering writing, vulgar fractions and book-keeping. 

Loughlin Reed and Rebecca Corry of Coothill request to marry; Loughlin agrees 

to care for a child of Rebecca by a former marriage. 

2-1 1-171 9 At ye last session of Parliament Friends are favoured but orders that ye meeting 

houses must be registered & licensed & therefore the following named Friends 

are desired to get the several undermentioned MHs registered at ye next 

quarter sessions to be held for each county : 



Meath; ye meeting of Oldcastle in Merrick King's house : John Freeman 

and Merrick King 

Cavan: Coothill and near Ballyhaes: Isaac Davenport and Thomas Braddock 

John Bell & Phebe Ferguson of Ballyhaes request to marry at Mullanclougher. 

There is great disparity of age of John, being much older than Phebe &therefore 

not so equal as friends could desire, nevertheless for several reasons this 

meeting thinks it proper for them to go together. The marriage is rather permitted 

than approved. The father & mother of the said Phebe are not Friends - 
certyificates of consent have been provided by them. 

Coothill report that several Friends have children to put out as apprentices. 

Thomas Braddock & Geo. Richardson of Coothill meeting have a mind to sell 

houses and land and would rather that honest Friends should have them than 

any other. 

Several friends from Coothill have been cited to the Bishops Court for 

non-payment of tithes but have not stated if it is tithemonger or priest or manner 

of citation so the province meeting cannot act till this is known. Bartholemew 

Garnett knows Singleton the priest and is to act. 

Re the group of Friends at Newport, Co. Mayo, Arthur Smith, John English and 
Wm McKnab appointed but three Friends are too few considering the length 

difficulty of the road, so Robert Greer of Ballyhaes is desired to let his son, 

Thomas go to accompany the said Friends 

Thomas Davenport of Coothill preaches publicly as a Friend but is out of unity 

with us. 

No Friend from Coothill at the Province meeting, nor a messenger. Friends of 

that quarter have often been entreated to be more concerned. 

Joshua Beavan's will left £1 00 to the poor Friends of Coothill. £20 bond is offered 

of five poor Coothill Friends. 

Writ of excornmunicato capiendo against Coothill Friends for tithes by the 

Bishop of Kilmore. 



9-4-1 71 6 J.McNeese continues a prisoner. Friends to go to priest Russel and the chief 

prosecutor tithemonger Herdman who opposes James' release. Merrick King, 

Isaac Davenport & James McDonnell are to go the High Sheriff speedily and use 

their endeavours to get him more liberty. 

21 -5-1 71 6 Province Meeting at Coothill. No representatives from Grange and other sundry 

parts of Ulster, reprimand issued. 

1-7-1716 J.McNeese still a prisoner due to Herdman's severity and obstinacy. But by the 

favour of the gaoler he is not kept very close prisoner. 

24-9-1 71 6 Most or aH have forgiven James their demands except Herdman. Gaoler 

knowing that the rest have forgiven, he has promised to be easy to him. 

4-3-1 71 7 James McNeese still not released. 

James Simpson of Coothill has been cited to the Bishops Court fot his testimony 
against tithes. Freinds have been diligent in having the prosecution dropped. 

18-1 1-1 71 7 Due to the kindness and help of Francis Nevill and John Jones of Betturbet, 

John Herdman the tithemonger, also the Sheriff and gaoler have been prevailed 
on to forgive the demands & to discharge James McNeese 

The levy on Ulster meetings proportionate to their numbers records Coothill 

at 9d in the £ i.e about 4% 

18-5-171 9 Province meeting at Coothill. Small numbers did discourage those who came. 

Every meeting is to show reason why they did not attend. 

George Jay [Gee] writes that he must leave Belturbet and he offers his services 

as a schoolmaster in an area where there is a company of Friends for his wife's 

sake, offering writing, vulgar fractions and book-keeping. 

Loughlin Reed and Rebecca Corry of Coothill request to marry; Loughlin agrees 

to care for a child of Rebecca by a former marriage. 

2-1 1-171 9 At ye last session of Parliament Friends are favoured but orders that ye meeting 

houses must be registered & licensed & therefore the following named Friends 

are desired to get the several undermentioned MHs registered at ye next 

quarter sessions to be held for each county : 



Meath; ye meeting of Oldcastle in Merrick King's house : John Freeman 

and Merrick King 

Cavan: Coothill and near Ballyhaes: Isaac Davenport and Thomas Braddock 

John Bell & Phebe Ferguson of Ballyhaes request to marry at Mullanclougher. 

There is great disparity of age of John, being much older than Phebe &therefore 

not so equal as friends could desire, nevertheless for several reasons this 

meeting thinks it proper for them to go together. The marriage is rather permitted 

than approved. The father & mother of the said Phebe are not Friends - 
certyificates of consent have been provided by them. 

Coothill report that several Friends have children to put out as apprentices. 

Thomas Braddock & Geo. Richardson of Coothill meeting have a mind to sell 

houses and land and would rather that honest Friends should have them than 

any other. 

Several friends from Coothill have been cited to the Bishops Court for 

non-payment of tithes but have not stated if it is tithemonger or priest or manner 

of citation so the province meeting cannot act till this is known. Bartholemew 

Garnett knows Singleton the priest and is to act. 

Re the group of Friends at Newport, Co. Mayo, Arthur Smith, John English and 
Wm McKnab appointed but three Friends are too few considering the length 

difficulty of the road, so Robert Greer of Ballyhaes is desired to let his son, 

Thomas go to accompany the said Friends 

Thomas Davenport of Coothill preaches publicly as a Friend but is out of unity 

with us. 

No Friend from Coothill at the Province meeting, nor a messenger. Friends of 

that quarter have often been entreated to be more concerned. 

Joshua Beavan's will left £1 00 to the poor Friends of Coothill. £20 bond is offered 

of five poor Coothill Friends. 

Writ of excornmunicato capiendo against Coothill Friends for tithes by the 

Bishop of Kilmore. 









Joshua Dale and James .......... are in Cavan Gaol 

Wm. Jones one of the lessees of the ground where Coothill MH is built is desired 

to go to Dublin & get the Friends lease from Isaac Davenport recorded there. 

Dispute at Oidcastle where some Friends went to law contrary to our discipline 

between John Freeman and his son Francis AND John English. JE agrees to 

accept the decision of Friends but no reply from the Freemans. John English 

took Freemans to the Bishops Court, the meeting asked him to withdraw court 

case. No replies have been received to letters sent to them. 

Charles Coot Esq. has made a request to Friends to have a corner of the MH 

yard at Coothill in order to make the road to his dwelling house more 

commodious which request this meeting being willing to comply with, James 

Simpson & William Bevan to wait on the said Chas Coot & set off the said corner 
with as little discommodity as possible. 

Thomas Martin formerly of Oldcastle has been a sufferer by having his house 

burnt in the town of Oldcastle by accident & is very much reduced to want .... 

Difficulty of coming at a considerable distance to present re marriage at Province 

meeting is a hardship on Friends especially those in low circumstances. 

Hint from CoothiH of a disorder committed in relation to a marriage. This meeting 

desires a full report. 

Re the disorderly marriage, the parties had consent and had appeared before 

preparative and mens meeting but before they acquainted the province meeting 

they took one another in marriage. This was in the meeting near Ballyhays. 

Coothill Friends are to earnestly recommend to the Friends near Ballyhase that 

of continuing the meeting, as it being of a dangerous consequence to them to 

drop that duty incumbent by declining worship to the almighty. 



EXTRACTS FROM ONLY SURVIVING MINUTE BOOK OF COOTEHILL 

MONTHLY MEETING CM If1 1 766 -1 796 

Wm Freeman & John Freeman appointed to attend the Select Meeting 

Certificate for William Treanor & Catherine Treanor, his wife to Edenderry 

Names: Thomas Coyle, Wm. Simpson, James Simpson, Jamaes Allen, Benjamin Simpson 

Joseph Mitton disowned for disorderly behaviour 

Mary Marshall, Elizabeth Allen disowned for marriage by a priest 

13-9-1 774 James King, son of Richard King of Oldcastle disowned for marriage by a priest 
Richard Wetherald came in from Ballyhagan 

1 777 John Foltiot & John Freeman representatives to Ulster Province meeting 

1 779 It being the judgement of the Friends who were appointed by Yearly Meeting of 
London to visit all the mens meetings of this nation, that this mens meeting should be 

joined to Charlemont Mens meeting, to which this meeting agrees. 

Otivia Freeman: The paper from the last Province meeting against wars and fighting not to 
be the subject of our conversation, was read here with which we had unity. 

1783 John Folliot disowned, he issued a paper of denial 

15-8-1 784 Joseph Simpson of Cootehill meeting living in a state of fornication with sundry 

women by whom he acknowledges he had seven children, acknowledged his said 

transgression but also pleads for it. We therefore in abhorrence for such conduct & to clear our 

Religious society of abetting such evil practices do hereby order a Testimony of Denial to be 

drawn up and read in this meeting against him and if approved, to be read by Thomas Coyle at 

a First day meeting at Cootehill without unnecessary delay. 

Ruth Corlett gone to Edenderry 

Isaac Boardman & wife, Sarah gone to Edenderry 

William Heron removal certificate to Carlow meeting 

Alexander Mitton is representative to Province meeting 

Lettice Beatty is admitted to membership 

Joseph Mitton is representative to Province meeting 



29-9-1790 Women Friends have presented a paper to this meeting from Jane Beatty 

requesting that she be admitted to membership 

Mary Mitton is received by certificate from Ballyhagan 

Samuel Mitten Junior had criminal connection with a woman to whom he was not married, & 

by whom he has had a child. Thomas Coyle & Samuel Mitten Senior to shew him the 

testimony of disunity drawn up against him. 

10-8-1 791 John Whitfield of Charlemont & Ann Mitton of this meeting appeared before us and 

declared their intentions of taking each other in Marriage. When the usual questions 
were asked them their answers were clear and JW having produced a few lines from some 

Friends of Charlemont informing of his having done the like in their meeting & Thomas Coyle 

having enquired of the said Friends of Charlemont, being here, answered in the affirmative. 

28-8-1 791 John Whitfield & Ann Mitton appeared in the meeting and declared the 

continuation of their intention of taking each other in marriage & the Friends appointed at our 
preparative meeting returned account that they had made the necessary enquiry respecting 
their clearness from all other marriage engagements, consent of parents etc, that said 

intentions were published in two meetings for worship on two-separate first-days in this place 

also in the meeting near Charlemont & was this day published a second time in this meeting: 
and that there had not appeared anything to obstruct their further proceeding for appearing to 
this meeting. We desire Thomas Coyle to lay the same before the ensuing Quarterly Province 

meeting for approbation proposing himself, Alexander Mitton, Letitia & Jane Beatty to oversee 
the orderly accomplishment of the marriage. 

1793 James Thumpson is appointed to Committee for Schools; and also an Overseer. 

Answers to the Queries: There is little or no unbecoming behaviour observed in meeting 
except a little drowsiness at times. Friends are preserved in love towards each other, 

if difficulyies arise we hope care would be taken to end them speedily. 

Samuel Mitten jnr. wishes to be re-united with Friends 

Sarah Mitten disowned for marriage by a priest to a Whitfield of Charlemont. Samuel & 

Margaret Mitten (parents of Sarah) have so far deviated from the known rules of our 

Society as to receive her & her husband into their house before any remarks of real 

sorrow have appeared for her transgression. 

[ Cootehill Monthly Meeting met more or less alternately at Oldcastle and Cootehill until 1792.111 

1796 due to its weakness it was united with Grange(Ghar1emont) under Lurgan MM until 1809 

when Grange MM was re-established with Cootehill as a constituent Preparative Meeting. That 

arrangement continued ti1 I887 when Cootehill came under Lurgan MM till 1900.1 



FURTHER EXCERPTS FROM ULSTER QUARTERLY MEETING M lNUTES 

8-8-1 789 Meeting house at Cootehill needs repair to make it comfortable 

and safe for Friends to sit in. 

1-9-1 793 Committee appointed to visit Cootehill and assist Friends there in 

making an exchange of their present MH and grounds with the owner 

of the place(if found prudent to do so) & get the matter there completed as speedily 

as may be. 

1-12-1 793 Two Friends appointed to visit Cootehill Monthly Meeting and Oldcastle particular 

Meeting. 

Friends to make a Deed of Sate to Daniel Penrose of Wicklow Meeting, of the yearly 

bequest of James Tremor re repairs to Cootehill MH 

12-6-1795 Advisable to put the present CmtehiH MH into some sort of good order by repairing 

it which we think may be done for about £30 at the expense of the Province meeting. 

7-41 795 Friends with the care of Cootehill MH on close examination find it to be in a worse 

than first apprehended, they recommend building a new house on another piece of 
ground which the Landtord seems wilting. This meeting agrees & asks Friends to get 

a lease of a suitable piece of-ground in lieu of the present in Friends hands. Also to 

complete the settlement with Daniel Penrose. 

7-3-1796 Doubts as to whether Cootehill Monthly Meeting could be held with reputation. 

Cootehill MM dissolved and join with Lurgan MM 

3-9-1 798 Cootehill MH & the place about it very much out of order: it is referred to Lurgan MM 

to have the needful done respecting it. 

804 Cootehill MH now in a ruinous condition and unsafe. Friends are appointed to 

procure such accommodation as may appear proper, safe and eligible. 

805 A new Cootehill MH is now erecting for accommodation of Friends on the premises 

where Friends Burial ground lies & is in a pretty good state of forwardness. Freinds in 

the different meetings are desired to collect subscriptions to defray expenses thereof 
& remit the same to Thomas Greer without delay & the Committee are at liberty to 

dispose of the premises where the old house stood as may seem most eligible for the 



advantage of Friends. 

And in regard to the business with Daniel Penrose, such difficulties seem to arise in 

the way of Friends recovering what is due to them by him, that this meeting concludes 

to relinquish the same at this time. 

2-6-1806 An account of the expenditure of the new MH at Cootehill being sent in, it appears 

that there is a balance of £32-4-9 exclusive of Lurgan meeting's proportion of the £1 00 

formerly ordered to be raised for that purpose. 

Also that a further sum will be required to pay for ceilings, plastering etc., the different 

meetings are directed to raise £50 to defray expense & pay their respective proportions 

to Joseph Gough. 

1809 Cootehill Meeting is now separated from Lurgan and united to Grange Monthly Meeting 

THE FOLLOWING EXCERPTS FROM MINUTE BOOKS ARE TAKEN FROM THREE 
SOURCES : Ulster Quarterly Meeting 

Grange Monthly Meeting ti11 1887 & Lurgan MM after 1887 

Cootehill Preparative Meeting 1823-1892 ' 

These records are held in Friends Archive in Lisburn, some of them are available on microfilm 
in Public Record a i c e  Belfast. The reference codes used after each entry are: 
Q = Ulster Quarterly Meeting 

GM = Grange Monthly Meeting 
LGM = Lurgan Monthly Meeting 

CP = Cootehilt Preparative Meeting 

21 -7-1 81 3 (GM) Laurance Hobson & Thomas Greer report that they attended the preparative 

meeting of Cootehill and left Friends 43 books & pamphlets from our library for the use 
of children and others : Friends agreed to hold their Preparative Meeting in future on 

the second First-Day in each Month which would give time for their answers to the 

Queries to arrive at our Monthly Meeting. LH & TG also handed in a report relating to 

the state of the Meeting house there as follows: 

We examined the state of the MH there and are of the opinion that it is necessary that 

the south-east gable be pointed and rough-casted and the skine of the west side of the 

said gable should be repaired by good slates being nailed on strong boards, well 

secured thereon-It is also necessary that 13 seats additional should be added in order 

to sufficiently seat the house, seven of which we think should have backs on them. 

Our Friends complain that the door is much exposed to the storm which makes the 

house uncomfortable in winter season. We recommend that should be removed to the 

upper gable where a window is, and said window placed where the door is at present 



and a passage cut in the earth round the upper gable about four feet wide in order to 
make an opening to the said intended door and preserve the house from damp which 

arises by the earth now so high upon the wall. The door and windows require painting 

aH of which we have requested James Thompson & John Whitfield to have done in a 

careful and proper manner & without delay, and for which we have engaged to pay 

them the necessary expenses when so done on behalf of the Quarterly Meeting & 

have left them a copy of this our report accordingly. 

[Cost of repairs was £1 5 -4-1 01/2 borne by the Quarterly Meeting] 

181 5 (GM) Upon enquiry it was found that Friends in Cootehiil do not issue burial notes and 

that for want of proper attention thereto our graveyard there was open to all those who 

choose to bury their dead there, without restraint or approval of Friends. This case is 

referred for consideration of a future meeting. 

This matter was laid before Quarterly Meeting which referred it back to Grange to 
prevail upon Friends of Cootehill not to admit hrnerals without previous permission 
and burial notes being granted: said Friends were also desired to attend to take legal 

advice relative to a late violation of decency in our old graveyard at Grange by a party 
who came by force & broke open our gate & buried their dead with parade and folly. 

1828 (CP) James Creeth received £3 from the Treasurer of Quarterly Meeting for making a 
fireplace in the MH, necessary on account of damp. 

1830 (GM) Ruth Whitfield has been married in a manner contrary to the rules of the Society 

having married Kerr, a dose relative. She expressed regret but was disowned. 

24-9-1 845 (GM) John Whitfield has for some time been unecessarily attending public houses 

and excess drinking. Friends who visited him recommend his case lying over in hopes 
of an amendment in his conduct. 

18-2-1 846 (GM) Friends report having paid John Whitfield another visit and that there 

appeared such a reformation in his conduct as to make further dealing with him 

unnecessary: the meeting uniting therewith, James Creeth is appointed to inform him 

of our conclusion. 

1856 (GM) Application from Rebecca Whitfield , formerly of Richhill, disowned 20 years ago 

for marrying by a priest. 

Five Grange Friends to visit five applicants for membership from Cootehill: Mary Ann 



1859 (CP) The time of holding the Fourth-Day meeting is changed from loam to I 1  am. 
Isaac Chapman appointed as Clerk of the Preparative Meeting. 

20-9-1 863 (CP) John Whitfield Jnr., Wm John Dawson and Anne Chapman appointed to 

consider the needful cost of fuel & lighting the stove during winter & any other 

necessary outlay for the house, to collect same & have fuel provided. 

1868 (CP) Wm John Dawson appointed Clerk of the Preparative Meeting. 

1871 (Q) A suggestion to unite Cootehill to Richhill Monthly Meeting has been rejected by 

Grange MM and by Richhill MM. 

2-7-1876 (CP) W.J.Dawson is to take large stones off the two gables of MH for his own use 
and to timber and slate the same permanently. 

6-7-1879 (GM) According to suggestion of James N.Richardson & Richard Pike, John 

Whitfield with John H.Whitfield are to assist Wm. John Dawson in regard to meetings in 

the Hall, to meet in committee as occasion may require. 

4-3-1883 (CP) Meeting on First-Day: very small. 

Fourth-day: not regularly held. 

7-3-1 883 ((GM) Having been informed that a building belonging to the meeting house premises 

at Cootehill was being let contrary to the wishes of some Friends there & for purposes 

for which we could not give our approval & having had some correspondence on the 
subject which has not had a satisfactory result, we think it best to bring the matter 
under the consideration of the Quarterly Meeting & at the same time think this is a 

suitable opportunity to ask QM to relieve Grange MM of the responsibility of Cootehill. 

1-4-1 883 (CP) It is agreed that Salvation Army may have use of the Hall for their meetings for 

one year or longer. 

2-9-1 883 (CP) Sealing under back platform of Hall to be finished also two small range walls 

on the hutment for safety to end door at overflow meetings. 

17-9-1 883 (Q) A committee of the Quarterly Meeting has visited Cootehill at the request of 

Grange Monthly Meeting regarding the Hall. Things would not be repeated at the Hall. 

63 



Debt unpaid on the building to be ascertained. Expenses incurred to be defrayed by 

the Quarterly Meeting. 

2-12-1883 (CP) [Likely written by W.J.Dawson] 
On looking over the books we find the number of members belonging to this meeting in the 

years 1857,58 & 59 were all the same: 13 members and 4 non-members. 

In 1872 - 16 members and 4 attenders 

ln 1883 - 18 members and 5 attenders. 

Our First day School commenced in 1869 with 1 3  children, in 1871 - 15, in 1872 - 17, 

in I876 - 26, in 1877 - 52, in 1879 - 45, in I880 - 46, in 1881 - 56, in I882 - 69. 

During which time 8 of ow First day School scholars attended our meetings until some of them 
left the country and others were taken Home to heaven, The names are : 

\ 
James Martin, M.Vogart, Wilson Martin, Anna McMahon, William Hall, James Winslow, Maggie 
McMahon, ti.Hall, during which time 7 attenders were admitted into membership, several aret 
taken home to heaven and some removed. Our first social meeting for Friends was in 5th mo. 

1874, (none since) res Richard Allen. The schoolchifdren tea treat and prizes once every year 

(expense confined to three). We did our best to give Bible instruction to the children but did not 
try to monopolize them as Friends. Between the years 1876-77 two other Sabbath S c h d s  
were started in town, in order to keep their own children. Only one of our country Friends 

assisted us, who is now married. We have had our Band of Hope and Temperance meetings 
pretty regularly. The List of the Cootehill United Total Abstinence Book numbers 400 of which 
W.J.Dawson is Sec. 

The school is now given up because of W.J.Dawson's continued delicate state of health and 

the care of tu's family. The school was re-opened in his house in a large room but was given up 
again for the same reason. 

3-1 884 (Q) Agreed to pay Wm John Dawson £46-1-10 the amount expended by him on the 
building at Cootehill above the amount subscribed. £15 of it from the sale of Antrim 
meeting house. 

11-5-1884 (CP) It is recommended that a portion of Scripture be read early in each Meeting 
for worship. 

1-6-1 884 (CP) Grange Monthly Meeting should kindly consider what is the best thing to do 

with the Salvation Army now holding their evangelistic mission meetings in the 

Temperance Hall. Are they to receive notice to quit altogether or permission to hold 

their meetings except on evenings and days when the place would be required for 

temperance work? 

4-6-1 884 (GM) A minute of Cootehill Preparative meeting having been read re the letting or 

lending of the building called the Temperance Hall to the Salvation Army - It is the 



opinion of this meeting that the building referred to should under present circumstances 

be let for the purpose, & should any agreement be entered into for a definite time, 

notice should be at once given that at the expiration of such time no further meetings 

would be allowed to be held & that if no agreement has been made, that one week's 

notice should at once be given to the conductor of the Salvation Army, that after that 

date no more meetings could be held without application being made and sanction 

given by the Monthly Meeting. 

The Clerk is to send a copy of this to the Clerk of Cootehill Preparative Meeting. 

6-8-1884 (GM) The following minute of Cootehill Preparative Meeting was read: 

'The Monthly Meeting will please remember that under present circumstances it is 

their prerogative to deal with the question referred to in 6th minute of our preparative 
meeting held 1-6-1 883'. 

10-12-1 884 (GM) Some months since it having been brought under the notice of this meeting 

that the hall connected with the Meeting house premises at Cootehill had been let to 
the Salvation Army & it not being considered desirable that this body should continue 

its use under present circumstances, the Major of ttie Salvation Army in Belfast was 

communicated with and the wishes of Friends put before him but without any 
satisfactory result. This meeting therefore considers the only course open to it, is to 

refer the matter to the Quarterly Meeting. 

5-1 -1885 (Q) Having received a mhute from Grange MM dated 10-1 2-1 884, this meeting 
concludes to discontinue the use of the Hall to the Salvation Army for the present 

or for any purpose not connected with the Society, except by sanction of the Clerk 
of the Quarterly Meeting. The Clerk is to inform the officer of the Salvation Army. 

/ 
16-3-1 885 (Q) Salvation Army has given up possession of the Hall at Cootehill and the key is 

in the possession of the Clerk of QM. An application by the S.Army to use it again has 

been considered. The matter is left with the view of bringing about such a unity of 

feeling among Friends at Cootehill that the Hall may ultimately be let to the S.Army 

at a suitable time. 

22-6-1885 (Q) Application from some residents of CootehiH has been read desiring the use of 

the Hall by the S.Army but after seriously considering this matter it is concluded not 

to give the use of the Hall for any purpose at present except in accord with minute 

of 16-3-1 885. 

21 -9-1 885 (Q) Concluded to leave the use of the Hall at Cootehill with the Clerk. 



4-1 -1 886 (Q) Hall at Cootehill not to be let or used for any purpose except directiy under the 

care and management of the Society -viz Bible Classes, First-Day schools, 

Tem perance, Peace and other Society objects. The Clerk is to inform Grange MM 

and Cootehill PM of this decision. The key of the Hall is to be returned to the care of 

Cootehill PM. Repairs and maintenance of the building to be defrayed by QM. - 

8-1 2-1 886 (GM) The following minute has been received from Cootehill Preparative Meeting: 

'The propriety of Cootehill meeting being joined with a nearer Monthly Meeting has had 

serious consideration. Friends are of the opinion that to be joined to another MM where 

there could be more frequent visits paid to this remote and isolated spot wouM be 

beneficial to the reduced in numbers and small meeting of Friends here: to be 

forwarded to the Quarterly Meeting.' 
signed, Isaac Chapman, Clerk 

This meeting fully unites with the foregoing minute having felt for a considerabje time 

that Grange MM shoutci be relieved of the care of Cootehill Meeting & now hopes that 
Quarterly Meeting will be able to see its way to having this carried out. 

4-1 -1 887 (GM) Letter received: Eveline Terrace, Cootehill 

My dear Friends: 
Please kindly take my name off the list of Recorded Ministers. 

Sincerely, Yours affectionate Brother in Christ, 
Wm J.Dawson 

The meeting accepts the resignation and informs the Quarterly Meeting & W.J.Dawson. 

16-2-1 887 (LGM) We have before us a proposal that Cootehill meeting be united to this MM. 
It is the wish of Cootehill Friends and Grange MM is desirous of being released of 

its care. The matter is deferred. 

16-3-1 887 (LGM) Committee of six appointed to visit Cootehill 

15-61 887 (LGM) The visiting committee reports that it is favourable to uniting that small 

meeting with Lurgan MM. This meeting agrees and Quarterly Meeting to be informed. 

21 -7-1 887 (GM) The Clerk is directed to forward to Lurgan MM the names of all members of 

Cootehill Meeting. 

17-8-1 887 (LGM) The following 12 names of Cootehill Friends have been received from 

Grange MM : 



Cootehiil Meeting for the present. After severe deliberation we decide to ask QM 

to approve this course of action. 

11 -7-1 900 (LGM) QM has approved our decision to close Cootehill Meeting. We appoint 

Edwin Davies to make the necessary arrangements and hand the key to the Clerk - 

of Lurgan Monthly Meeting. 

19-1 -1 903 (Q) Orangemen are interested in purchase of the Hall at Cootehill. It is noted that 

the right of way to the burial ground is important. 

16-9-1 903 (LGM) Friends report re Cootehill that they have engaged a caretaker, EAza McKee, 

to be in charge for upwards of 5 years. She is to receive El per annum, the 

engagement to date from 1-5-1 903. 

1903 (Q) The Hall at Cootehill is sold to John Whitfield of Belfast for £100. 

15-9-1 909 (LGM) In regard to Cootehill Meeting House and grounds which at present are not in 
good repair: an estimate has been laid before the meeting for fencing the graveyard 

and lane leading up to it, for a sum of £6. We ask QM what should be done. 

191 6 (Q) An enquiry re purchase of Cootehill Meeting House and burial ground by 
Drumgoon Select Vestry of the Church of Ireland 

196-1 916 (Q) The offer from C.o I. was not enough so was refused. 

12-9-1917 (LGM) Cootehill Friends want to start the meeting again. Monthly Meeting is 

doubfful& suggest hiring a room rather than repair the MH. 

17-1 0-1 91 7 (LGM) We regret that Cootehill Friends can only meet in the MH. Sale of trees 

around the burial ground is approved. Price of 530 for the trees is accepted, and 

income to go towards repairs of meeting house at Cootehill. 

19-3-1 923 (Q) Four Friends are authorised to dispose of Cootehill property. 

17-3-1 924 (Q) Four Friends have now disposed of property at Cootehill including Head Rent 

of El per annum arrears, to John Whitfield who has paid El 0 in settlement. Trustees 

are to sign the conveyance. 

1992 minute 92/17 (Q) Correspmdence has been received from Allen& Halpin, Solicitors, 



Legal advice has been sought from Michael Andress. It is agreed that the Clerk 
should inform Allen& Halpin that the Society does not wish to take the opportunity 

to purchase the premises on this occasion but would reserve the right to do so at the 

time of subsequent sales. 

minute 92/46 (Q) Ref. 92/17 concerning the Assembly Hall at Cootehill. A letter has been 

received from A.B.OIReilly , Dolan & Co. Solicitors acting on behalf of Austin & 

Noeline Adams who recently purchased the freehold interest. 

A copy of minute 9 of QM 17-3-1 924 was included which confirms sale of the freehold 

interest to John Whitfield, Jnr. for $10. 
Our Trustees were authorised to sign the conveyance or other documents required 

to complete the sale, to be prepared at the purchaser's expense. This appears not 

to have been done. We authorise D.G.Neill to consult with M.Andress on this matter. 

It is agreed that we do not wish to exercise any right with regard to future purchase 

of this property & we ask that action be taken in our name to dispose of the 
freehold interest. D.G.Neill, W.R.Chapman, G.L.Stephenson and M.Andress are to 

process this decision. The clerk is to inform A.B.O'Reilly, Dolan of our decision. 

1993 minute 93/40 (Q) The sale at Cootehill is almosf complete. 5100 has been received 
and passed to the Treasurer. 

minute 93/60 (Q) Sale at Cootehill is completed. Deed of Conveyance has been signed 

and a copy lodged in the Strong Room at Lisburn. 



-- 

FROM Q.1 .la 

Date of approval 

John Stevenson and Anne Faile 21 -7-1 678 

Mountmellick Cavan 

John Forbus and Janet Hutcheson 2-41 678 

Scotland Cavan 

William Simmons and Hannah Faile 4-8-1 679 

Lurgan Cavan 

Nehemiah Faile and Hanna Unthank 4-8-1 679 

both Cavan 

William Hetherington and Elinor Jackson 19-1 2-1 680 

Ballyhagan,Armagh Oldcastle 

Francis Cornwell and Mary Jackson 1 9-6-1 682 Disapproved 

Swansea Oldcastle 

Joseph Robinson and Mary Wilson 11-1-1683 

Oldcastle Cavan 

Samuel Unthank and Elizabeth Saftlaw 1 -7-1 683 

Cavan Ballyhagan 

Thomas HuWn and Susanna Starky 6-1 0-1 684 

Oldcastle Belturbet 

Robert Thornton and Sarah Jackson 26-7-1 685 

Cavan Oldcastle 

John Fred and Catherine Starky 19-1 0-1 685 

Drumlane, Cavan Belturbet & Limerick 

Merick King and Rachel Starky 9-5-1 692 

Oldcastle Belturbet 



9-4-1 71 6 J.McNeese continues a prisoner. Friends to go to priest Russel and the chief 

prosecutor tithemonger Herdman who opposes James' release. Merrick King, 

Isaac Davenport & James McDonnell are to go the High Sheriff speedily and use 

their endeavours to get him more liberty. 

21 -5-1 71 6 Province Meeting at Coothill. No representatives from Grange and other sundry 

parts of Ulster, reprimand issued. 

1-7-1716 J.McNeese still a prisoner due to Herdman's severity and obstinacy. But by the 

favour of the gaoler he is not kept very close prisoner. 

24-9-1 71 6 Most or aH have forgiven James their demands except Herdman. Gaoler 

knowing that the rest have forgiven, he has promised to be easy to him. 

4-3-1 71 7 James McNeese still not released. 

James Simpson of Coothill has been cited to the Bishops Court fot his testimony 
against tithes. Freinds have been diligent in having the prosecution dropped. 

18-1 1-1 71 7 Due to the kindness and help of Francis Nevill and John Jones of Betturbet, 

John Herdman the tithemonger, also the Sheriff and gaoler have been prevailed 
on to forgive the demands & to discharge James McNeese 

The levy on Ulster meetings proportionate to their numbers records Coothill 

at 9d in the £ i.e about 4% 

18-5-171 9 Province meeting at Coothill. Small numbers did discourage those who came. 

Every meeting is to show reason why they did not attend. 

George Jay [Gee] writes that he must leave Belturbet and he offers his services 

as a schoolmaster in an area where there is a company of Friends for his wife's 

sake, offering writing, vulgar fractions and book-keeping. 

Loughlin Reed and Rebecca Corry of Coothill request to marry; Loughlin agrees 

to care for a child of Rebecca by a former marriage. 

2-1 1-171 9 At ye last session of Parliament Friends are favoured but orders that ye meeting 

houses must be registered & licensed & therefore the following named Friends 

are desired to get the several undermentioned MHs registered at ye next 

quarter sessions to be held for each county : 



Meath; ye meeting of Oldcastle in Merrick King's house : John Freeman 

and Merrick King 

Cavan: Coothill and near Ballyhaes: Isaac Davenport and Thomas Braddock 

John Bell & Phebe Ferguson of Ballyhaes request to marry at Mullanclougher. 

There is great disparity of age of John, being much older than Phebe &therefore 

not so equal as friends could desire, nevertheless for several reasons this 

meeting thinks it proper for them to go together. The marriage is rather permitted 

than approved. The father & mother of the said Phebe are not Friends - 
certyificates of consent have been provided by them. 

Coothill report that several Friends have children to put out as apprentices. 

Thomas Braddock & Geo. Richardson of Coothill meeting have a mind to sell 

houses and land and would rather that honest Friends should have them than 

any other. 

Several friends from Coothill have been cited to the Bishops Court for 

non-payment of tithes but have not stated if it is tithemonger or priest or manner 

of citation so the province meeting cannot act till this is known. Bartholemew 

Garnett knows Singleton the priest and is to act. 

Re the group of Friends at Newport, Co. Mayo, Arthur Smith, John English and 
Wm McKnab appointed but three Friends are too few considering the length 

difficulty of the road, so Robert Greer of Ballyhaes is desired to let his son, 

Thomas go to accompany the said Friends 

Thomas Davenport of Coothill preaches publicly as a Friend but is out of unity 

with us. 

No Friend from Coothill at the Province meeting, nor a messenger. Friends of 

that quarter have often been entreated to be more concerned. 

Joshua Beavan's will left £1 00 to the poor Friends of Coothill. £20 bond is offered 

of five poor Coothill Friends. 

Writ of excornmunicato capiendo against Coothill Friends for tithes by the 

Bishop of Kilmore. 
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Joshua Dale and James .......... are in Cavan Gaol 

Wm. Jones one of the lessees of the ground where Coothill MH is built is desired 

to go to Dublin & get the Friends lease from Isaac Davenport recorded there. 

Dispute at Oidcastle where some Friends went to law contrary to our discipline 

between John Freeman and his son Francis AND John English. JE agrees to 

accept the decision of Friends but no reply from the Freemans. John English 

took Freemans to the Bishops Court, the meeting asked him to withdraw court 

case. No replies have been received to letters sent to them. 

Charles Coot Esq. has made a request to Friends to have a corner of the MH 

yard at Coothill in order to make the road to his dwelling house more 

commodious which request this meeting being willing to comply with, James 

Simpson & William Bevan to wait on the said Chas Coot & set off the said corner 
with as little discommodity as possible. 

Thomas Martin formerly of Oldcastle has been a sufferer by having his house 

burnt in the town of Oldcastle by accident & is very much reduced to want .... 

Difficulty of coming at a considerable distance to present re marriage at Province 

meeting is a hardship on Friends especially those in low circumstances. 

Hint from CoothiH of a disorder committed in relation to a marriage. This meeting 

desires a full report. 

Re the disorderly marriage, the parties had consent and had appeared before 

preparative and mens meeting but before they acquainted the province meeting 

they took one another in marriage. This was in the meeting near Ballyhays. 

Coothill Friends are to earnestly recommend to the Friends near Ballyhase that 

of continuing the meeting, as it being of a dangerous consequence to them to 

drop that duty incumbent by declining worship to the almighty. 



EXTRACTS FROM ONLY SURVIVING MINUTE BOOK OF COOTEHILL 

MONTHLY MEETING CM If1 1 766 -1 796 

Wm Freeman & John Freeman appointed to attend the Select Meeting 

Certificate for William Treanor & Catherine Treanor, his wife to Edenderry 

Names: Thomas Coyle, Wm. Simpson, James Simpson, Jamaes Allen, Benjamin Simpson 

Joseph Mitton disowned for disorderly behaviour 

Mary Marshall, Elizabeth Allen disowned for marriage by a priest 

13-9-1 774 James King, son of Richard King of Oldcastle disowned for marriage by a priest 
Richard Wetherald came in from Ballyhagan 

1 777 John Foltiot & John Freeman representatives to Ulster Province meeting 

1 779 It being the judgement of the Friends who were appointed by Yearly Meeting of 
London to visit all the mens meetings of this nation, that this mens meeting should be 

joined to Charlemont Mens meeting, to which this meeting agrees. 

Otivia Freeman: The paper from the last Province meeting against wars and fighting not to 
be the subject of our conversation, was read here with which we had unity. 

1783 John Folliot disowned, he issued a paper of denial 

15-8-1 784 Joseph Simpson of Cootehill meeting living in a state of fornication with sundry 

women by whom he acknowledges he had seven children, acknowledged his said 

transgression but also pleads for it. We therefore in abhorrence for such conduct & to clear our 

Religious society of abetting such evil practices do hereby order a Testimony of Denial to be 

drawn up and read in this meeting against him and if approved, to be read by Thomas Coyle at 

a First day meeting at Cootehill without unnecessary delay. 

Ruth Corlett gone to Edenderry 

Isaac Boardman & wife, Sarah gone to Edenderry 

William Heron removal certificate to Carlow meeting 

Alexander Mitton is representative to Province meeting 

Lettice Beatty is admitted to membership 

Joseph Mitton is representative to Province meeting 



29-9-1790 Women Friends have presented a paper to this meeting from Jane Beatty 

requesting that she be admitted to membership 

Mary Mitton is received by certificate from Ballyhagan 

Samuel Mitten Junior had criminal connection with a woman to whom he was not married, & 

by whom he has had a child. Thomas Coyle & Samuel Mitten Senior to shew him the 

testimony of disunity drawn up against him. 

10-8-1 791 John Whitfield of Charlemont & Ann Mitton of this meeting appeared before us and 

declared their intentions of taking each other in Marriage. When the usual questions 
were asked them their answers were clear and JW having produced a few lines from some 

Friends of Charlemont informing of his having done the like in their meeting & Thomas Coyle 

having enquired of the said Friends of Charlemont, being here, answered in the affirmative. 

28-8-1 791 John Whitfield & Ann Mitton appeared in the meeting and declared the 

continuation of their intention of taking each other in marriage & the Friends appointed at our 
preparative meeting returned account that they had made the necessary enquiry respecting 
their clearness from all other marriage engagements, consent of parents etc, that said 

intentions were published in two meetings for worship on two-separate first-days in this place 

also in the meeting near Charlemont & was this day published a second time in this meeting: 
and that there had not appeared anything to obstruct their further proceeding for appearing to 
this meeting. We desire Thomas Coyle to lay the same before the ensuing Quarterly Province 

meeting for approbation proposing himself, Alexander Mitton, Letitia & Jane Beatty to oversee 
the orderly accomplishment of the marriage. 

1793 James Thumpson is appointed to Committee for Schools; and also an Overseer. 

Answers to the Queries: There is little or no unbecoming behaviour observed in meeting 
except a little drowsiness at times. Friends are preserved in love towards each other, 

if difficulyies arise we hope care would be taken to end them speedily. 

Samuel Mitten jnr. wishes to be re-united with Friends 

Sarah Mitten disowned for marriage by a priest to a Whitfield of Charlemont. Samuel & 

Margaret Mitten (parents of Sarah) have so far deviated from the known rules of our 

Society as to receive her & her husband into their house before any remarks of real 

sorrow have appeared for her transgression. 

[ Cootehill Monthly Meeting met more or less alternately at Oldcastle and Cootehill until 1792.111 

1796 due to its weakness it was united with Grange(Ghar1emont) under Lurgan MM until 1809 

when Grange MM was re-established with Cootehill as a constituent Preparative Meeting. That 

arrangement continued ti1 I887 when Cootehill came under Lurgan MM till 1900.1 



FURTHER EXCERPTS FROM ULSTER QUARTERLY MEETING M lNUTES 

8-8-1 789 Meeting house at Cootehill needs repair to make it comfortable 

and safe for Friends to sit in. 

1-9-1 793 Committee appointed to visit Cootehill and assist Friends there in 

making an exchange of their present MH and grounds with the owner 

of the place(if found prudent to do so) & get the matter there completed as speedily 

as may be. 

1-12-1 793 Two Friends appointed to visit Cootehill Monthly Meeting and Oldcastle particular 

Meeting. 

Friends to make a Deed of Sate to Daniel Penrose of Wicklow Meeting, of the yearly 

bequest of James Tremor re repairs to Cootehill MH 

12-6-1795 Advisable to put the present CmtehiH MH into some sort of good order by repairing 

it which we think may be done for about £30 at the expense of the Province meeting. 

7-41 795 Friends with the care of Cootehill MH on close examination find it to be in a worse 

than first apprehended, they recommend building a new house on another piece of 
ground which the Landtord seems wilting. This meeting agrees & asks Friends to get 

a lease of a suitable piece of-ground in lieu of the present in Friends hands. Also to 

complete the settlement with Daniel Penrose. 

7-3-1796 Doubts as to whether Cootehill Monthly Meeting could be held with reputation. 

Cootehill MM dissolved and join with Lurgan MM 

3-9-1 798 Cootehill MH & the place about it very much out of order: it is referred to Lurgan MM 

to have the needful done respecting it. 

804 Cootehill MH now in a ruinous condition and unsafe. Friends are appointed to 

procure such accommodation as may appear proper, safe and eligible. 

805 A new Cootehill MH is now erecting for accommodation of Friends on the premises 

where Friends Burial ground lies & is in a pretty good state of forwardness. Freinds in 

the different meetings are desired to collect subscriptions to defray expenses thereof 
& remit the same to Thomas Greer without delay & the Committee are at liberty to 

dispose of the premises where the old house stood as may seem most eligible for the 



advantage of Friends. 

And in regard to the business with Daniel Penrose, such difficulties seem to arise in 

the way of Friends recovering what is due to them by him, that this meeting concludes 

to relinquish the same at this time. 

2-6-1806 An account of the expenditure of the new MH at Cootehill being sent in, it appears 

that there is a balance of £32-4-9 exclusive of Lurgan meeting's proportion of the £1 00 

formerly ordered to be raised for that purpose. 

Also that a further sum will be required to pay for ceilings, plastering etc., the different 

meetings are directed to raise £50 to defray expense & pay their respective proportions 

to Joseph Gough. 

1809 Cootehill Meeting is now separated from Lurgan and united to Grange Monthly Meeting 

THE FOLLOWING EXCERPTS FROM MINUTE BOOKS ARE TAKEN FROM THREE 
SOURCES : Ulster Quarterly Meeting 

Grange Monthly Meeting ti11 1887 & Lurgan MM after 1887 

Cootehill Preparative Meeting 1823-1892 ' 

These records are held in Friends Archive in Lisburn, some of them are available on microfilm 
in Public Record a i c e  Belfast. The reference codes used after each entry are: 
Q = Ulster Quarterly Meeting 

GM = Grange Monthly Meeting 
LGM = Lurgan Monthly Meeting 

CP = Cootehilt Preparative Meeting 

21 -7-1 81 3 (GM) Laurance Hobson & Thomas Greer report that they attended the preparative 

meeting of Cootehill and left Friends 43 books & pamphlets from our library for the use 
of children and others : Friends agreed to hold their Preparative Meeting in future on 

the second First-Day in each Month which would give time for their answers to the 

Queries to arrive at our Monthly Meeting. LH & TG also handed in a report relating to 

the state of the Meeting house there as follows: 

We examined the state of the MH there and are of the opinion that it is necessary that 

the south-east gable be pointed and rough-casted and the skine of the west side of the 

said gable should be repaired by good slates being nailed on strong boards, well 

secured thereon-It is also necessary that 13 seats additional should be added in order 

to sufficiently seat the house, seven of which we think should have backs on them. 

Our Friends complain that the door is much exposed to the storm which makes the 

house uncomfortable in winter season. We recommend that should be removed to the 

upper gable where a window is, and said window placed where the door is at present 



and a passage cut in the earth round the upper gable about four feet wide in order to 
make an opening to the said intended door and preserve the house from damp which 

arises by the earth now so high upon the wall. The door and windows require painting 

aH of which we have requested James Thompson & John Whitfield to have done in a 

careful and proper manner & without delay, and for which we have engaged to pay 

them the necessary expenses when so done on behalf of the Quarterly Meeting & 

have left them a copy of this our report accordingly. 

[Cost of repairs was £1 5 -4-1 01/2 borne by the Quarterly Meeting] 

181 5 (GM) Upon enquiry it was found that Friends in Cootehiil do not issue burial notes and 

that for want of proper attention thereto our graveyard there was open to all those who 

choose to bury their dead there, without restraint or approval of Friends. This case is 

referred for consideration of a future meeting. 

This matter was laid before Quarterly Meeting which referred it back to Grange to 
prevail upon Friends of Cootehill not to admit hrnerals without previous permission 
and burial notes being granted: said Friends were also desired to attend to take legal 

advice relative to a late violation of decency in our old graveyard at Grange by a party 
who came by force & broke open our gate & buried their dead with parade and folly. 

1828 (CP) James Creeth received £3 from the Treasurer of Quarterly Meeting for making a 
fireplace in the MH, necessary on account of damp. 

1830 (GM) Ruth Whitfield has been married in a manner contrary to the rules of the Society 

having married Kerr, a dose relative. She expressed regret but was disowned. 

24-9-1 845 (GM) John Whitfield has for some time been unecessarily attending public houses 

and excess drinking. Friends who visited him recommend his case lying over in hopes 
of an amendment in his conduct. 

18-2-1 846 (GM) Friends report having paid John Whitfield another visit and that there 

appeared such a reformation in his conduct as to make further dealing with him 

unnecessary: the meeting uniting therewith, James Creeth is appointed to inform him 

of our conclusion. 

1856 (GM) Application from Rebecca Whitfield , formerly of Richhill, disowned 20 years ago 

for marrying by a priest. 

Five Grange Friends to visit five applicants for membership from Cootehill: Mary Ann 



1859 (CP) The time of holding the Fourth-Day meeting is changed from loam to I 1  am. 
Isaac Chapman appointed as Clerk of the Preparative Meeting. 

20-9-1 863 (CP) John Whitfield Jnr., Wm John Dawson and Anne Chapman appointed to 

consider the needful cost of fuel & lighting the stove during winter & any other 

necessary outlay for the house, to collect same & have fuel provided. 

1868 (CP) Wm John Dawson appointed Clerk of the Preparative Meeting. 

1871 (Q) A suggestion to unite Cootehill to Richhill Monthly Meeting has been rejected by 

Grange MM and by Richhill MM. 

2-7-1876 (CP) W.J.Dawson is to take large stones off the two gables of MH for his own use 
and to timber and slate the same permanently. 

6-7-1879 (GM) According to suggestion of James N.Richardson & Richard Pike, John 

Whitfield with John H.Whitfield are to assist Wm. John Dawson in regard to meetings in 

the Hall, to meet in committee as occasion may require. 

4-3-1883 (CP) Meeting on First-Day: very small. 

Fourth-day: not regularly held. 

7-3-1 883 ((GM) Having been informed that a building belonging to the meeting house premises 

at Cootehill was being let contrary to the wishes of some Friends there & for purposes 

for which we could not give our approval & having had some correspondence on the 
subject which has not had a satisfactory result, we think it best to bring the matter 
under the consideration of the Quarterly Meeting & at the same time think this is a 

suitable opportunity to ask QM to relieve Grange MM of the responsibility of Cootehill. 

1-4-1 883 (CP) It is agreed that Salvation Army may have use of the Hall for their meetings for 

one year or longer. 

2-9-1 883 (CP) Sealing under back platform of Hall to be finished also two small range walls 

on the hutment for safety to end door at overflow meetings. 

17-9-1 883 (Q) A committee of the Quarterly Meeting has visited Cootehill at the request of 

Grange Monthly Meeting regarding the Hall. Things would not be repeated at the Hall. 

63 



Debt unpaid on the building to be ascertained. Expenses incurred to be defrayed by 

the Quarterly Meeting. 

2-12-1883 (CP) [Likely written by W.J.Dawson] 
On looking over the books we find the number of members belonging to this meeting in the 

years 1857,58 & 59 were all the same: 13 members and 4 non-members. 

In 1872 - 16 members and 4 attenders 

ln 1883 - 18 members and 5 attenders. 

Our First day School commenced in 1869 with 1 3  children, in 1871 - 15, in 1872 - 17, 

in I876 - 26, in 1877 - 52, in 1879 - 45, in I880 - 46, in 1881 - 56, in I882 - 69. 

During which time 8 of ow First day School scholars attended our meetings until some of them 
left the country and others were taken Home to heaven, The names are : 

\ 
James Martin, M.Vogart, Wilson Martin, Anna McMahon, William Hall, James Winslow, Maggie 
McMahon, ti.Hall, during which time 7 attenders were admitted into membership, several aret 
taken home to heaven and some removed. Our first social meeting for Friends was in 5th mo. 

1874, (none since) res Richard Allen. The schoolchifdren tea treat and prizes once every year 

(expense confined to three). We did our best to give Bible instruction to the children but did not 
try to monopolize them as Friends. Between the years 1876-77 two other Sabbath Schools 
were started in town, in order to keep their own children. Only one of our country Friends 

assisted us, who is now married. We have had our Band of Hope and Temperance meetings 
pretty regularly. The List of the Cootehill United Total Abstinence Book numbers 400 of which 
W.J.Dawson is Sec. 

The school is now given up because of W.J.Dawson's continued delicate state of health and 

the care of tu's family. The school was re-opened in his house in a large room but was given up 
again for the same reason. 

3-1 884 (Q) Agreed to pay Wm John Dawson £46-1-10 the amount expended by him on the 
building at Cootehill above the amount subscribed. £15 of it from the sale of Antrim 
meeting house. 

11-5-1884 (CP) It is recommended that a portion of Scripture be read early in each Meeting 
for worship. 

1-6-1 884 (CP) Grange Monthly Meeting should kindly consider what is the best thing to do 

with the Salvation Army now holding their evangelistic mission meetings in the 

Temperance Hall. Are they to receive notice to quit altogether or permission to hold 

their meetings except on evenings and days when the place would be required for 

temperance work? 

4-6-1 884 (GM) A minute of Cootehill Preparative meeting having been read re the letting or 

lending of the building called the Temperance Hall to the Salvation Army - It is the 



opinion of this meeting that the building referred to should under present circumstances 

be let for the purpose, & should any agreement be entered into for a definite time, 

notice should be at once given that at the expiration of such time no further meetings 

would be allowed to be held & that if no agreement has been made, that one week's 

notice should at once be given to the conductor of the Salvation Army, that after that 

date no more meetings could be held without application being made and sanction 

given by the Monthly Meeting. 

The Clerk is to send a copy of this to the Clerk of Cootehill Preparative Meeting. 

6-8-1884 (GM) The following minute of Cootehill Preparative Meeting was read: 

'The Monthly Meeting will please remember that under present circumstances it is 

their prerogative to deal with the question referred to in 6th minute of our preparative 
meeting held 1-6-1 883'. 

10-12-1 884 (GM) Some months since it having been brought under the notice of this meeting 

that the hall connected with the Meeting house premises at Cootehill had been let to 
the Salvation Army & it not being considered desirable that this body should continue 

its use under present circumstances, the Major of ttie Salvation Army in Belfast was 

communicated with and the wishes of Friends put before him but without any 
satisfactory result. This meeting therefore considers the only course open to it, is to 

refer the matter to the Quarterly Meeting. 

5-1 -1885 (Q) Having received a mhute from Grange MM dated 10-1 2-1 884, this meeting 
concludes to discontinue the use of the Hall to the Salvation Army for the present 

or for any purpose not connected with the Society, except by sanction of the Clerk 
of the Quarterly Meeting. The Clerk is to inform the officer of the Salvation Army. 

/ 
16-3-1 885 (Q) Salvation Army has given up possession of the Hall at Cootehill and the key is 

in the possession of the Clerk of QM. An application by the S.Army to use it again has 

been considered. The matter is left with the view of bringing about such a unity of 

feeling among Friends at Cootehill that the Hall may ultimately be let to the S.Army 

at a suitable time. 

22-6-1885 (Q) Application from some residents of CootehiH has been read desiring the use of 

the Hall by the S.Army but after seriously considering this matter it is concluded not 

to give the use of the Hall for any purpose at present except in accord with minute 

of 16-3-1 885. 

21 -9-1 885 (Q) Concluded to leave the use of the Hall at Cootehill with the Clerk. 



4-1 -1 886 (Q) Hall at Cootehill not to be let or used for any purpose except directiy under the 

care and management of the Society -viz Bible Classes, First-Day schools, 

Tem perance, Peace and other Society objects. The Clerk is to inform Grange MM 

and Cootehill PM of this decision. The key of the Hall is to be returned to the care of 

Cootehill PM. Repairs and maintenance of the building to be defrayed by QM. - 

8-1 2-1 886 (GM) The following minute has been received from Cootehill Preparative Meeting: 

'The propriety of Cootehill meeting being joined with a nearer Monthly Meeting has had 

serious consideration. Friends are of the opinion that to be joined to another MM where 

there could be more frequent visits paid to this remote and isolated spot wouM be 

beneficial to the reduced in numbers and small meeting of Friends here: to be 

forwarded to the Quarterly Meeting.' 
signed, Isaac Chapman, Clerk 

This meeting fully unites with the foregoing minute having felt for a considerabje time 

that Grange MM shoutci be relieved of the care of Cootehill Meeting & now hopes that 
Quarterly Meeting will be able to see its way to having this carried out. 

4-1 -1 887 (GM) Letter received: Eveline Terrace, Cootehill 

My dear Friends: 
Please kindly take my name off the list of Recorded Ministers. 

Sincerely, Yours affectionate Brother in Christ, 
Wm J.Dawson 

The meeting accepts the resignation and informs the Quarterly Meeting & W.J.Dawson. 

16-2-1 887 (LGM) We have before us a proposal that Cootehill meeting be united to this MM. 
It is the wish of Cootehill Friends and Grange MM is desirous of being released of 

its care. The matter is deferred. 

16-3-1 887 (LGM) Committee of six appointed to visit Cootehill 

15-61 887 (LGM) The visiting committee reports that it is favourable to uniting that small 

meeting with Lurgan MM. This meeting agrees and Quarterly Meeting to be informed. 

21 -7-1 887 (GM) The Clerk is directed to forward to Lurgan MM the names of all members of 

Cootehill Meeting. 

17-8-1 887 (LGM) The following 12 names of Cootehill Friends have been received from 

Grange MM : 



Cootehiil Meeting for the present. After severe deliberation we decide to ask QM 

to approve this course of action. 

11 -7-1 900 (LGM) QM has approved our decision to close Cootehill Meeting. We appoint 

Edwin Davies to make the necessary arrangements and hand the key to the Clerk - 

of Lurgan Monthly Meeting. 

19-1 -1 903 (Q) Orangemen are interested in purchase of the Hall at Cootehill. It is noted that 

the right of way to the burial ground is important. 

16-9-1 903 (LGM) Friends report re Cootehill that they have engaged a caretaker, EAza McKee, 

to be in charge for upwards of 5 years. She is to receive El per annum, the 

engagement to date from 1-5-1 903. 

1903 (Q) The Hall at Cootehill is sold to John Whitfield of Belfast for £100. 

15-9-1 909 (LGM) In regard to Cootehill Meeting House and grounds which at present are not in 
good repair: an estimate has been laid before the meeting for fencing the graveyard 

and lane leading up to it, for a sum of £6. We ask QM what should be done. 

191 6 (Q) An enquiry re purchase of Cootehill Meeting House and burial ground by 
Drumgoon Select Vestry of the Church of Ireland 

196-1 916 (Q) The offer from C.o I. was not enough so was refused. 

12-9-1917 (LGM) Cootehill Friends want to start the meeting again. Monthly Meeting is 

doubtFul& suggest hiring a room rather than repair the MH. 

17-1 0-1 91 7 (LGM) We regret that Cootehill Friends can only meet in the MH. Sale of trees 

around the burial ground is approved. Price of 530 for the trees is accepted, and 

income to go towards repairs of meeting house at Cootehill. 

19-3-1 923 (Q) Four Friends are authorised to dispose of Cootehill property. 

17-3-1 924 (Q) Four Friends have now disposed of property at Cootehill including Head Rent 

of El per annum arrears, to John Whitfield who has paid El 0 in settlement. Trustees 

are to sign the conveyance. 

1992 minute 92/17 (Q) Correspmdence has been received from Allen& Halpin, Solicitors, 



Legal advice has been sought from Michael Andress. It is agreed that the Clerk 
should inform Allen& Halpin that the Society does not wish to take the opportunity 

to purchase the premises on this occasion but would reserve the right to do so at the 

time of subsequent sales. 

minute 92/46 (Q) Ref. 92/17 concerning the Assembly Hall at Cootehill. A letter has been 

received from A.B.OIReilly , Dolan & Co. Solicitors acting on behalf of Austin & 

Noeline Adams who recently purchased the freehold interest. 

A copy of minute 9 of QM 17-3-1 924 was included which confirms sale of the freehold 

interest to John Whitfield, Jnr. for $10. 
Our Trustees were authorised to sign the conveyance or other documents required 

to complete the sale, to be prepared at the purchaser's expense. This appears not 

to have been done. We authorise D.G.Neill to consult with M.Andress on this matter. 

It is agreed that we do not wish to exercise any right with regard to future purchase 

of this property & we ask that action be taken in our name to dispose of the 
freehold interest. D.G.Neill, W.R.Chapman, G.L.Stephenson and M.Andress are to 

process this decision. The clerk is to inform A.B.O'Reilly, Dolan of our decision. 

1993 minute 93/40 (Q) The sale at Cootehill is almosf complete. 5100 has been received 
and passed to the Treasurer. 

minute 93/60 (Q) Sale at Cootehill is completed. Deed of Conveyance has been signed 

and a copy lodged in the Strong Room at Lisburn. 



-- 

FROM Q.1 .la 

Date of approval 

John Stevenson and Anne Faile 21 -7-1 678 

Mountmellick Cavan 

John Forbus and Janet Hutcheson 2-41 678 

Scotland Cavan 

William Simmons and Hannah Faile 4-8-1 679 

Lurgan Cavan 

Nehemiah Faile and Hanna Unthank 4-8-1 679 

both Cavan 

William Hetherington and Elinor Jackson 19-1 2-1 680 

Ballyhagan,Armagh Oldcastle 

Francis Cornwell and Mary Jackson 1 9-6-1 682 Disapproved 

Swansea Oldcastle 

Joseph Robinson and Mary Wilson 11-1-1683 

Oldcastle Cavan 

Samuel Unthank and Elizabeth Saftlaw 1 -7-1 683 

Cavan Ballyhagan 

Thomas HuWn and Susanna Starky 6-1 0-1 684 

Oldcastle Belturbet 

Robert Thornton and Sarah Jackson 26-7-1 685 

Cavan Oldcastle 

John Fred and Catherine Starky 19-1 0-1 685 

Drumlane, Cavan Belturbet & Limerick 

Merick King and Rachel Starky 9-5-1 692 

Oldcastle Belturbet 



Thomas Jackson and Sarah Starkey 25-3-1 695 

Oldcastle 

Isaac Jackson 

John Hodgson 

Thomas Brooks 

both Coothill 

Merrick King 

Oldcastle 

John Freeman 

Oldcastle 

Richard King 

Oldcastle 

George Richardson 

Coothill 

Richard Boulton 

Drogheda 

Joshua Deal 

both Coothill 

Thomas Langtree 

Oldcastle 

John Starr younger 

both Ballyhays 

Patrick Reed 

both Coothill 

James McDonnell 

Coothill 

Beltubet 

and Ann Evans at Oldcastle 4-1 -1 696 

and Marjory Parvin at Oldcastle 1 1-2-1 697 

and Mary Davenport at Coothill 24-9-1 698 

and Mary Starr at John Starr's 2-3-1 699 

Ballyhays 

and MaryGolfin at Ballyhagan 1699 

Ballyhagan 

and Elizabeth Starr at Killagh MH 24-1 2-1702 

Ballyhays 

and Margaret Fisher at Coothill 2-9-1703 
Coothill 

and Mary Dedl at Coothill MH 6-4-1705 

Coothill 

and Mary Mitton at Coothill 21 -3-1 706 

and Sarah Ransom at John Starr's 19-4-1 706 

Ballyhays 

and Sarah Martin John Bell's 1 1-6-1 706 

and Mary Brookes Coothill 20-8-1 709 

(nee Davenport, widow & 4 children) 

and Elizabeth Barnes Ballyhagan 13-2-1 71 0 

Ballyhagan, Armagh 

4 3~ 



Robert Greer and Mary Bell John Bell's 27-7-1 71 0 

Timahoe, Kildare Ballyhays near Ballyhays 

Thomas Martin and Susanna Starr John Bell's 10-7-1 71 2 

both Ballyhays 

Joseph Martin and Ruth Jackson Thomas Jackson's 20-1 2-1 71 2 

Ballyhays Oldcastle Oldcastle 

Thomas Thornburgh and Sarah Hannah Coothill 12-9-1 71 3 

both Coothill 

Abraham Sutcliffe and Ruth Deal Coothill 20-1 1-1 71 3 

both Coothill 

Patrick Read and Ailce Deall Coothill 20-2-1 71 4 
both Coothill 

Thomas Jackson and Margaret Vinch Oldcastle 23-5-1 71 4 

Irregular marriage without certificate, both disowned 

Moses Starr 
both Oldcastle 

Alexander Miller 

both Coothill 

John Murray 

Ballyhays 

William Gordon 

both Coothill 

John Smith 

Lisburn 

and Deborah King Oldcastle 2-6-1 71 5 

and Judith Thomburgh Coothill 12-8-1 71 5 

and Ann Butcher Mary Boyes 23-9-1 71 5 
Ballinderry Ballinderry 

and Elizabeth El kins Coothill 13-3-1 71 7 

and Alice Love John Bell's 17-5-1 71 7 

Ballyhays near Ballyhays 

Thomas Greer and Hannah Bell Lurgan 21 -3-1 71 8 



John Mitton 

both Coothill 

John English 

Ballyhays 

Loughlin Reed 

both Coothill 

John Bell 

both Ballyhays 

Thomas Bimey 

both Ballyhays 

Joseph Mitton 

both Coothill 

John King 
Oldcastle 

Patrick Reed 
Coothiil 

Thomas Wilson 
Ballyhay s 

Archibaid English 

both Oldcastle 

James Trainor 

both Coothill 

Charles-Coyle 

both cbothii~ 

Thomas Greer 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

Ann Wilson 

Mary King 

Oldcastle 

Rebecca Corry 

(widow with child) 

Pheby Ferguson 

Jane Graham 

Ann Simpson 

Abigail Greer 
Charlemont 

Rebecca Greer 
Balwhays 

Mary Roberts 

Oldcastle 

Elizabeth King 

Mary Coyle 

Margaret Warren 

Coothill 19-9-1 71 8 

Merrick King's 1 -2-1 71 9 

Oldcastle 

Coothill 

John Bell's 23-1 2-1 71 9 

Mullinclougher 

John Bell's 27-4- 1 720 

Coothill 1 0-5-1 723 

near C harlemont 11-1-1724 

MH near BaHyhays 3-1 -1 724 

Oldcastle 16-8-1 724 

Oldcastle 29-4- 1 727 

Coothill 19-4-1 728 

Susanna W hitesite Charlemont 30-7-1 730 

Charlemont 



James Caraher and Mary Sutclif 

both Coothill 

Coothill 

FROM Q.5.1 Copies of marriage certificates 

Each of the following 21 marriages have the full wording of the certificate transcribed into Q.5.1. 

This includes the list of witnesses present who wrote their names on the certificate. The 

marriage certificate for William Marshel and Jane Coyle is the only one written out here as an 

example. Illiteracy was rare; only Rose foord used 'her mark' among these 21 marriages. 

The following is the wording of the marriage certificate: 

Whereas William Marshell of Old Castle in the countie of Meath and Jane Coyle, daughter of 

Terence Coyle in the countie of Cavan and province of Ulster haveing declared their Intentions 

of taking each other in marriage, before several meetings of the people called Quakers in ye sd 

province according to the good order used amongst them, whose proceedings therein, after 

deliberat consideration thereof with regard to the Reightews law of God and the example of his 

people Recorded in the Scriptures of truth in that were approved of by ye sd meetings they 

appearing clear of all others and haveing Consent of parents and relations concerned. 

Now these are to certifie all whom it may concern that for the full accomplishing of their said 

lintentions, this tenth day of the fifth month called July in the year one thousand seven hundred 

thirty and four, they the said William Marshell & Jane Coyte appeared in a publick meeting of 

the aforesd people mett together to worship God in their publick meeting place at the town of 

Coothill aforesd and in a solemne manner, he the sd William Marshell taking ye sd Jane Coyle 

by the hand, did openly declare as followeth viz. friends, you are my witnesses that I take 

Jane Coyle to be my wife promising with the Lords assistance to be to her a loving and faithful 

Husband till it shall please God to separate us by death, or words to this effect, and then and 

there in the sd assembly the sd Jane Coyle did in a like mannes declare as followeth viz. 

Friends, you are my witnesses that I take William Marshell to be my Husband, promising with 

the Lords assistance to be to him a loving and faithful wife till it shall please God to separate us 

by death, and the sd William Marshell and Jane as a further confirmation, did then to these 

presents set their hands as Husband and wife --William Marshel Jane Marshel 

And we whose names are hereunto subscribed being present among others at the solemnizing 

of their marriage & subscription in manner aforesd as witnesses hereunto, have to these 

presents subscribed our names the day and year above written - 
Joseph Russell Joseph Mitton Jane Gee Terence Coyle 

John Greer William Greer Mary Harris Catherine Coyle 

Matthew Dale Robt McFarland Sus Greer John Marshell Jnr 
Banj Shepherd Robert Greer Jane Bulfinch John Jones 



Frans Freeman Ann Sutcliff Rebekah Coyle 
John English Ann Attchison James Treaner 

Robert Maine Mary Dale Mary Bevin 

Richard King Eliz Bevin WiHiam Jones 
William Weatherall and Sarah Dale Coothill 1 7-1 0- 1 733 

s.Richard, Mullaghdry,Richhill d.Joshua,Cortabee,Cavan 

Peter Coyle and Rose Foord Coothill 

s.Daniel, Lackagf, Fermanagh d.Mark, Mellifont, Louth 

John Hinshaw and Alice Greer MH near Ballyhays 18-1 0-1 733 

Charlemont Mullalougher 

William Marshall and Jane Coyle Coothill 

Oldcastle d. Terence, Coothill 

John Shepherd and Elizabeth Dale Coot hill 1 9-1 2-1 734 

s.Solomon, Biltis,Monaghan d. Joshua,Cortobery,Cav~ 

Thomas English and Sarah Morton Moyallon 1 0-2-1 735 

Ballyneab, Oldcastle Moyalton 

Isaac Richardson and Elizabeth Coyle Coothill 7-1 1-1 735 
s.George, late of Coothill d.Terence, Coothill 

Joseph Coyle and Ann Dale Coothill 1 3-4-1 736 
s.Terence,Coothill d.Matthew, Coothill 

Joseph Weatherell and Mary Dale Coothill 13-2-1 737 
s.Richard, Mulladry, Richhill d.Joshua, Cortober 

Robert Smith and Mary Mackie Ballyhagan (Armagh) 1-9-1 739 

Corabeah, Kill, Cavan d.Benjamin, Drumman,Mullabrack,Armagh 

John Nieholson and Elizabeth Freeman Castlecorr 31 -5-1 740 

s.Jacob, Cranagill, Tartarahan, Armagh d.John, Castlecorr,Meath 







Ballyhagan d.Joshua,Coothill near Ballyhays 

James Allen and Martha Deale Mullaghlochran 20-1 -1 746 

both Coothill 

John Hinkson and Jane Murrow Lurgan 20-3-1 747 

Drumgoory,Belturbet Tam nificarbet,hrgan 

William Mackie and Sarah Greer near Ballyhays 1 -5-1 747 

Kincon, Kilmore, Armagh Mulloughren, Belturbet 

Samuel King and Ruth Deale Coothill 5-6-1 750 
d.Joshua 

Joshua Deale and Rachel Gregg Antrim 27-9-1 754 

nearCoothill Drumard, Antrim 

James Pillar and Arabella English 

Charlemont Oldcastle 

John Freeman and Martha Watson 

Castlecorr,Oldcastle Rathangan 

approved 7-5-1 766 

approved 1767 

Samuel Watson and Jane Treanor Cootehil t 22-4-1 767 

s. Oliver & Margaret, Edenderry , d. James,Keehanin, Cavan 

Joshua Deale and 

Mullalelis,Richhill 

John Mitton and 

Camptown, Kill, Cavan 

John Cleg and 

Ballyhagan 

Robert Carlethrop and 

Edenderry 

Mary Woods Ballinderry 24-7-1 768 

Trummery 

Abigail Collison Bally hagan 21 -1 -1 773 

d. Anthony, Mullalelis, Richhill 

Ruth Mitton Coothill 5-41 784 

Coothill 

Ruth Francis 

Cwtehill 

approved 1784 



TRANSCRIPT FROM PRONI No. T/1973/1 

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE OF JOHN WHITFIELD & ANN MllTEN 

10-8-1 791 

John Whitfield, son of John & Susanna of FinneHy, Co. Tyrone AND 

Ann Mitten, daughter of Samuel & Margaret Mitten of Coothill, Co. Cavan 

Marriage at public meeting place at Coothill 

Witnesses: 

Mary Mitten 

Sarah Mitten 

Margaret Corry 

Eleanor Willams 

Mary Hobson 

Mary Whiffield 

Letty Beatty 

Jane Beatty 

Jane Stewart 

Eliza Conneli 

Eliza Hunter? 

Hugh ........ 
Chas Connell 

Chas Coyle 

Lavinia Hobson 

Smith Corry 

James Beatty 

James Abell? 

....... Shepherd 
........ Neilly 

Celia Cooney 

Hardy M.D. ..... 
lsaac Haydock 

Thos Coyle 

John Whiff ield 

Samuel Mitten 

lsaac Whiff ield 

Alex Mitten 

Whiffield ........ 
Ann Mitten 

Margaret Mitten 

John ............ 
John Whitfield 

Thomas Whitfield 





Joseph Mitton and Mary Stevenson Ballyhagan? 1 2-8-1 789 

Cootehill Ballyhagan 

John Whitfield and Anne Mitton Cootehill 10-8-1 791 

s. John & Susanna d.Samue1 

Charlemont 

James Thompson and Jane Beatty Cootehiil 21 -1 1-1 792 

Dublin Coote hill 

Alexander Mitton and Mary Hobson Charlemont? approved 1794 

Charlemont 

Thomas Whitfield and Sarah Mitton by a priest disowmed about 1795 

s.John & Susanna d.Samuel & Margaret 
*--****----- 
FROM Q.5.2. 

This register of marriages contains forms completed on the day of the marriage, with actual 

signatures of married couple and of two or three witnesses along with their occupations. 

George Wetherald and Susanna Whitfield Cootehill 12-8-1 81 8 

Mulladry, Richhill Knockatain, Drumgoon parish , 

s.William & Hanna d. John & Anne 

James Thompson and Elizabeth Nicholson Richhill 21 -2-1 824 

Cootehill Taulbridge, Armagh 

s. late George d.Wm & lsabella 

John Tolerton and Mary Creeth Cootehill 27-1 0-1 830 

Dublin, shopkeeper Coote hill 

s.James & Catherine both dead d. John & Mary both dead 

witness: - Creeth, Cootehill, shopkeeper 

James Phillips Evans and Abigail Mitton Belfast 

Limerick Cootehill 

sfrancis & Mary d. James & Mary 
witness: Joseph Mitton, clerk, Millbrook 



William Dawson and lsabella Chapman Richhili 27-1 0-1 836 
Coolhill, Dungannon Battlehill, Richhill 

s. Wm. & Elizabeth d. Thomas & Ann 

Isaac Chapman and Ann Mitton Grange, Dungannon 3-3-1 847 
Battiehill Coothill 

s. Thomas & Ann d. Joseph & Mary both dead 

witness: John Whitfield, Knockatain 

Benjamin Mackie and Jane Mitton ? 

Kincon, Loughgall Cootehill 

s.James & Ann d.James & Mary 

witness: Isaac Chapman, Cootehill, shopkeeper 

FROM RM 5.1. & GM 5.8.0 & LBM 5.8. 

John Whitfield and 

s. John,Knockatain 

John Whitfiekl and 

Killatee, CootehiH 

S. Isaac, farmer 

Jacob Pearson and 

Cohaw 

s.Joseph, farmer 

John Wilson and 

Moy, grocer 

s. John, gatekeeper 

John Whitfield and 

widower, Killatee 

s. lsaac 

Jacob Chapman and 
Cohannon,Dungannon 

Hannah Allen Richhill 

d.Ephraim, Grange 

Anne Wilson Grange, Dungannon 3-9-1 862 
Drum cart 

d.John, gatekeeper 

Etiza Fairbairn Cootehill 3-6-1 863 

Annahora 

d.Joseph, farmer 

Jane Abeli Cootehill 28-6-1 865 

Cootehill 
- 

d.Joshua, teacher 

Sarah Jane Allen Richhill 1 -2-1 866 

d.lsaac & Priscilla, Causnagh, Loughgall 

Mary Whiffield Cootehill 1 2-2-1 873 

Dunge,CootehiH 



John Whitfield and Sarah Jane McFadden Cootehill 17-6-1 891 
Grocer, Belfast Cootehill 

s.John d.James 

John Whitfield and May Harvey Scott Belfast MH 

widower, grocer, Belfast Belfast 

s, John 

COOTEHILL BIRTHS AFTER 181 3 From GM 5.4. 

Date Name of child Parents Residence Occupation 

Jane Mitten Joseph & Mary 
Jane Mitten James & Mary 

Jane Thompson James 8. Elizabeth 

Ruth Creeth James & Jane 

Anne Whiffield Jacob & Elizabeth 

Mary Creeth James & Jane 

Anne Creeth James & Jane 

Sarah Eliz Creeth James & Jane 

John Creeth James & Jane 

Jane Creeth James & Jane 

Shopkeeper 

Drumavale 
Shopkeeper 

Shopkeeper 

Dung, Drumgoon Farmer 
Shopkeeper 

I 1  

11 

I 1  

11 

Francis Creeth James & Jane 
Samuel Creeth James & Jane 

Celia Creeth James & Jane 

Emily Creeth James & Jane 

Anne Whitfield John & Hannah Knockatain 

John Henry Whitfield John & Hannah 11 

Helena Priscilla Whitfield John & Sarah Jane Killatee 

John Whitfield John & Sarah Jane II 

Rebecca Whitfield John & Sarah Jane I t  

Jane Eveline Dawson Wm John & Edwina Cootehill 

Isaac Chapman Dawson Wm John & Edwina Church St. 

Wilhelmina Dawson Wm John & Edwina " 

I, 

11 

II 

II 

Farmer 
I t  

I 1  

11 

11 

Farmer 

Shopkeeper 

Farmer 



Robert Simpson nm 104 Crosslea, Co-Monaghan 
William Henry Smyth nm 22 Cohaw s.William & Jane 

William Smyth 68 Cohaw: s. William & Martha 

Samuel Smyth 63 Drumgoon s.Hugh & Mary 

Sarah Jane Whitfield 78 wife of John, Killatee 

d. Isaac & Priscilla Allen 
Thomas Pepper 75 

John Whiffield 94 Kiliatee: s. Isaac 8. Rebecca 
widower of Sarah Jane 

MW Pepper 82 widow of Thomas: sister of Sam $myth 

John Whitfield 76 husband of May Harvey Whitfieid 

s. John & Sarah Jane, Killatee 
Martha Harriet Whitfield 47 wife of Thomas I. 

Thomas Irwin Whitfield 74 widower of Martha: s.of Edward 

David Evans unknown date 

There may well be many more burials in the Cootehill Friends Burial ground t b  are listed 

above. For one thing, burials were taking place there prior to 181 3 and for another there were 
burids not reported to the hAonthly Meeting. a minute of Grange Monthly Meeting in 181 5 says: 
'Repart is made ... that it was found that Friends of Cootehill Meeting do not issue burial notes 

& for want of proper attention thereto our graveyard there was open to all those who choose to 

bury their dead there , without any restraints or approval of Friends.' 
This was laid before Quarterly Meeting which referred it back to Grange, to prevail upon 

Friends of Cootehill not to admit of funerals without previous permission & burial notes being 

granted. 



COOTEHILL PUPILS AT BROOKFIELD SCHOOL 

Brookfield School,,near Moira, Co.Down was opened as a boarding school by the Society of 

Friends for the children of parents who had lost their membership through marriage by a priest, 

or by bankruptcy or other misdemeanour. It ran from 1836 - 1922. For many years there were 

no fees, the boys helped on the farm and girls with domestic chores. Most of the income 

derived from Quaker subscribers throughout Ireland. On leaving, many children were placed in 

employment with a Friends family, shop or business. 

PUPIL PARENTS 
James Mitton Joseph & Mary 

lsabella Whitfield lsaac & Rebecca 

Benjamin Whiffield lsaac & Rebecca 
Ann Jane Whitfield Thos. & Susanna 

Margaret Whitfield Thos. & Susanna 

Sarah Whitfield Isaac & Rebecca 
Catherine Mitten Joseph & Ann 

Ann Mitten Joseph & Ann 
Mary Jane Bormer Arthur & Ann 
John Whitfield Isaac & Rebecca 
Sarah Mitten Joseph & Ann 

Blen Dale James & Eliza 
Margaret Whitfield Isaac & Rebecca 
Samuel Whitfield Thos. & Susanna 

Joseph Whiffield lsaac & Rebema 
James Dale James & Eliza 
James Whitfetd Jacob & Elizabeth 

Mary Whitftetd Jacob & Elizabeth 

Rebecca Whitfidd lsaac & Rebecca 
Hugh Date James & Eliza 

Susan Whiffield Isaac & Rebecca 

Jane Whitfield Isaac & Rebecca 
Charles Latimer Dennis& Ann 
Elizabeth Whitfield Jacob & Elizabeth 

Eliza Jane Dale James & EIiza 

Samuel Whitfield Jacob & Elizabeth 

William Whitfield Jacob & Elizabeth 

Susanna Whitfield Jacob & Elizabeth 

Sarah Jane Whitfield Jacob & Elizabeth 
John Whitfield John & Sarah Jane 
Rebecca Susan Whiffield Ditto 

AGE 

15 

13 
13 
14 
12 
12 
11 
11 

11 
12 
11 
11 
11 

14 
11 
11 
11 
1 I 
11 
11 
11 

10 
12 
12 

12 

11 

11 

11 

11 
12 
12 

DATES DESTINATION 

1837-8 Brookfield 

1841 -3 Sarah Taylor, Wexford 

1843-6 Unthank & Co. Limerick 
1843-4 T.C.Wakefield, Moyallon 

1843-6 Deborah Gough, Limerick 

1844-46 S.Alexander, Limerick 
1 844-8 Parents 

1 845 II 

1 845 81 

1845-8 II 

1 846-9 
1 846-9 
1847-50 J. Lamb, Pear Tree Hill 

1847-8 America 

1850-2 
1 850-4 J.Pillar, Dublin 

1851 -A 
1 852-4 
1852-5 
1 854-7 
1855-7 Re-admitted 1858 

1858-61 

1 859-61 G.Chapman, Carrick-on-Suir 

1860-1 Ailing 

1860-3 E. JRichardson, Belfast 

1863-6 Thomas Green, Newry 

1 865-8 Forster Green, Belfast 

Never came 

1872-4 Sick; since deceased 

1880-83 
Not corning 



CQQTEHIU PUPILS AT ULSTER PROVINCIAL SCHOOL LISBURN 1796-1 887 

(now known as Friends School, Lisburn) 

In 1774 a school opened at Prospect Hill, Lisburn for the children of Quakers. 

It was run by John Gough. When he died it was taken over and re-opened by the Ulster 

Quarterly Meeting in 1794. Children approved by local Friends meetings in Ulster went there. 

By the 1870's children from other background than Quaker began to be accepted. 

The following six surnames records are taken from the School Archives: Clegg, Creeth, 

Dawson, Mitten, Pearson, Whitfield. 

NAME 

CLEGG, Mary 

CREETH, Ruth 

James 

Mary 
Jane 

James 

Samuel 

Celia 

Ruth 

Ann 

Entered Year of Birth & Death Parents 

1 796 John & Ruth (Mitton) Clegg 

1 803 1 795-1 863 John & Mary (Pearson) Creeth 
1 808 1 797-1 877 I 1  I, I ,  I, 

m. Jane Mitton 

1851 1 839- James & Jane (Mitton) Creeth 
1851 1 844- R I f  11 I! 

m. Albert Stephens 
1 853 1 845-1 903 (1 II II I t  

m. Mary Allen He was a saddler in Belfast 
1856 184-8-1865 I! 11 11 11 

1857 1849 II 11 II ,I 

1 849 1 838- 11 11 11 U 

m. F.W.Lockwood, Belfast architect 
1849 1 840- 11 11 11 11 

m. James H-Woods 
Sarah Eliz. 1849 1841- 11 I ,  II I1 

m. deBruyn 

John 1850 1842- died young " I 1  11 II 

DAWSON, Wm. John 1854 1843- Wm. & lsabella (Chapman) Dawson, Cabra, 
settled in Cootehill about 1864 m. Edwina Patterson, Dublin 

t.Chapman 1887 1878- Wm.John & Edwina (Patterson) Dawson 

Jane Eveline 1887 1878- ,I II II 11 



James 

Margaret 

Elizabeth 

Ruth 

Phoebe 

Anne 

John 

Abigail 

Anne 

Joseph 
John 

Jane 

Elizabeth 

Ann 

Jane 

PEARSON, 

lsabella 

Elizabeth 

Mary Jane 

1800 1792- Joseph & Mary (Stephenson) Mitten, Dung 

1807 1796-1813 " 11 11 

1808 1797- 1870 Alex. & Margaret (Hobson) Mitten 

m. Patk. Tully, RC shopkeeper, Cootehill 

1808 1799- II 11 ,I I t  

m.James Fairbairn, Annahara 

1814 1803- II  I1 I1 I, 

m.Andrew Parker, Cootehill 

1818 1807- 11 II  11 II  

m. Bonner 

1 81 1 1 800-1 867 James & Mary Mitten 
m. Margaret Mackie 

1817 1805-1870 " I t  11 

m. James Phillipps Evans, Limerick 
181 2 1 802-1 886 Joseph & Mary Mitten 

m. Isaac Chapman 

I81 9 1805-1887 I, I, I, 

1 820 I ,  I1  ,I 

1822 1813-1850 I t  I, I1 

m. James Creeth 

1819 1807 m. Patterson 

1828 1818- James & Mary Mitten 

1831 1822-1 887 I1 11 ,I 

m. Benjamin Mackie, Kincon 

Joseph 1 780-1 864 

1831 I81 9- Joseph & lsabella (Mackie) Pearson, Cohaw 

1837 1824-50 "" II  I1  

1838 1826- I I  11 I, 

Benjamin Mackie 1845 1834- I, I I  I ,  

Jacob 1847 1836-1863 " I, 11 

m. Eliza Fairbairn, Annahora 



WHITFIELD 

Susanna 1807 1795- John & Anne (Mitton) Whitfield , Knockatain 

m. George Wetherald 

John 1809 1800-88 " II I1  I1  

m. Hannah Allen 

Ann 1863 1853- John & Hannah (Allen) Whiffield 
m. Smyth 

John Henry 1865 1855- u I1 " 

to Canada 
Ruth~mha 1872 1859-1874 " I, ,, 

Isaac 1873 1864- John & Ann (Wilson) Whitfield, Killatee 
Helen Prisci~la 1876 1866 John & Sarah Jane @Men) Whitfield, Killatee 
Susan Rebecca 1 883 1873 11 II 11 



LIST OF PUBLIC FRIENDS WHO VISITED OLDCASTLE (1695-96), KILLAGH (1696-- 

1 71 0) d CARLOW (1 71 0-1 735) 

PREPARED BY THOMAS HU-TTON (in DFHL) 

This little notebook hand-written by Thomas Hutton recalls the activity and importance of 

visiting Friends in Co.Cavan at the end of the 17th century. 

Thomas Hutton of Killagh, CoCavan, Farmer, married Rachel Leybourne of Ardnahue, Co. 

Cadow at Newgaden 23-3-1 703. they had both been married previously. At the time of his 

second marriage he had children Nehemiah, John and Susanna Malone. He seems to have 

moved from Oldcastle to Killagh, four miles west, in 1696 and to Carlow in 171 0. 

26 travelling Friends are Listed as having had meetings at Oldcastle, and 85 at Killagh. 
Some of the names listed are recognisable as living in Ireland e.g. Peter Feeron, John Barcroft, 

Gershon Boate, Patrick Henderson, William Edmundson. 

LIST OF NAMES OF Co.CAVAN QUAKERS IN 1680 

GREAT BOOK OF TESTIMONIES OF TITHE (YMG4) 
This book contains a few sentences written individually by 780 Quakers living in Ireland in 1680 
on their objection to paying tithe. tt includes all who were adult householders and their wives, 
who were liabte for tithe. It is probably the only document giving a clear idea of the number of 
adult Quakers in Ireland, listed meeting by meeting, while the first generation were still living 

and before the ruins of the Jacobite war of 1688-92. 

These are the 22 names in Co.Cavan : 
William Parker Thomas Phillipps Sen. Margaret Parker 

Antbony Jackson Thomas Langtree Isabel Jackson 

John Cox Richard Faile Elizabeth Faile 
William Faile Robert Unthank Mary Faile 

John Wilson Thomas Hutcheson Lettis Wilson 

Thomas Morris Myles Gray Patience Reynolds 

Nicholas Starky Elinor Jackson 

Edward Reynolds Margaret Unthank 





COOKHILL PREPARATIVE MEETING CP 1.1 

List of Members on 12th 4th mo. 1857 

James Creeth ) (his wife, Jane Creeth died 1850, aged 37 ) 

Sarah 1 
John 1 
James 

Samuel ) Family removed to Belfast 

Jane 
Celia 

Ruth Creeth died 1863, aged 67 

Isaac Chapman 
Anne Chapman 

John Whitfield 

Hannah 
Anna 
Hannah 

John Henry 

Elizabeth Tully 

John Whitfield Jun. removed to Lisburn 

Joseph Pearson 
Isabella 

Jacob 

Mary A. Beatey 

Mary A.Mercer 



COOTEHILL PREPARATIVE MEET1 NG CP 1.1 
List of members and non-members attending Meeting about 1870 

MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS 

Isaac Chapman Jacob Whitfield 

Anne Elizabeth 

Edward 

W.J.Dawson Eliza 
Susan 

Charlotte Mitton S.J. 

John Whitfield 

Anna 

John H. 

Ruth 

John Whitfield Jun. 

Sarah Jane 

Isaac 
Helen Priscilla 

John 

Maw 
Samuel died 1873, aged 2 

Eliza Webb 

Alice Hewitt 

Catherine Murray 

James Dale 





-PURDY, JOHN, Gmngc, Mny 
Elix:~hcth 
Wil limn .Jn~ncs 
Job11 13. 

nI11.l~y 
John 
R:~mncl 
El izn 
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T\'IL~.IAU TVrrrrnuns, 00 8 3 1110. lSd(i 
I ~ ~ I I L O U ~ J L .  

A N H  1 7 x h \ v ~ c ~  TVUITC, G3 2 I, ino. ISGG 
I1mn~)stcutl. Widow of Edward IVhile, 

Sanm TY~rrrq  80 15 4 mo. lSG8 
ilfi~clrairwrc, Coc~nty Anlrt~rl. 

A N N G  T~IIITPIELD, 23 2L 4 ino. 18153 
Kllb lcc ,  Courtty Cuvatt 
Annc TV~lsou was t l ~ c  daugl~ter of Jolm +d 

Jaules Wilson, of Gmiigc, and was married on 
tlic niuth ruoutl~ of lS(i3 to John TVliitfield, of 
liillatee. Of a very ope11 and cheerful dispositio11 
and n k b l c  iu licr intcrcoursc with all, sllc mas 
u u c h  bcloved aucl rcspcctcd by tliosc who knew 
her. 

Slle was w r y  tliougl~tful about a future state 
and nii~idful of her alleginuce to he r  Iieavculy 
Father. "Very oftcn," her liusband says, "I l ~ a v e  
found her iu some sccludcd part of l l ~ c  house 

pouring out licr soul bcforc the Lord. Sllc would 
oftcn i ~ n l ~ r e s s  upon my iuiiid the necessity of 

seeltiilg first the kiiigclom of God and His  
righteousness, beLieving that all things necessaq 
would be added." Flom the tiiile of her  recciviug 
a visit from an Englisll Irlcull who was vis~tiug 
famihcs in that uejglibourhood, and who spolce 
to he r  very poiutedly on the u n c e r t ~ t y  of, hfe, 

N 2 

AS?;U,LI, m s l ~ ~ i i .  

thong11 slic was tl ic~i iu usual lieallii, slie 
would oftcu sped-  of llcr dcparturc irom tlris 

About s i s  inontlls aftcr this visit A. JV. s1~c:~cil 
sjmptoms of pulmonary coiisumpton, and ns 11w 
heal t l~  began lo dccliuc s l ~ c  applied for medical 
advice. On the DocLor pcrccivhg R cl~ccdiiluess 
i n  hcr mauucr not comulon wit11 1)crsoiis iii licr 
precarious statc, lic tl~ougllt it his duty to tcll l ~ c r  
plainly thc uaturc of l ~ c r  coinpldut a i d  t.11~ 
improbability of hcr rccovcry. Sllc rcccivcd t l~ i s  
iutclligcucc with cnlmucss niid composurc, m t l  
froin t l d  timc, fiftccu u o u B s  previous Lo 11cr 
death, she liad no cspcctation of rccovcry. 

About two n~o~r l l i s  beforo t11~  closc slic 
committed licr husbnilrl aud 11cr dcnr littlc boy to 
the protection,of t l ~ c  Lord, and lurucd licr m i d  
altogetlicr from thc Ll~iiigs of this ~vorld to that  
iuto wl~ich s l ~ c  nns  so soon cxpcctuig to cutcr. 
" Onc day," licr Iluslaud Ivritcs, "whcu I was 
sitting bcsidc hcr, s l ~ c  rcinnrlicd lliat solllc tiinc 
ago slic \vcpt ovcr 11cr past trausgrcssioiis, Lyt uoiv 
all tcars wcrc dricd up, nut1 slic alluded to a 
portion of Scripture s l ~ c  11nd xcad wliicl~ gnvc 11cr 
grcat comfort." Aflcr this, I iuowi~g l l ~ n l  "hc r  

aud tliosc wlio calm to scc licr of " thc gooducss 
of God to her t l~rough Cl~rist  Jesus." 

0 u  First-day evcniug, tho day beforc l ~ c r  ilcntl~, 
many of licr Cricuds comiiig to scc licr, aud t l ~ c  
Doctor also couiing, shc  asked how loug ho 
though1 slic might be licre, for slit wis11cd to bid 
her iricnds ,z f u a l  larc\vell. On  llcariug his 
opinion she csprcsscd hcr rcsiguation to tlic 
Lord's will; and her calinucss and williugucss to 
lcavc this world was such, tlmt the Doclor 
rcmarlicd h c  llad ucvcr sccu l l ~ c  lilfc bcfore. S11c 
then took au  aUcctiouate lcace of l ~ c r  Sricuir;. 

" A  f'cw hours beforc hcr close " we again quotc 
llcr husband's words, " 011 my asliiu; llcr how she 
iblt rcspccliug ctcruit.y, s l ~ c  said, ' All 'tears arc 
h i c d  up, aud all fcnr talicu away, but, oh ! ho\v it 
would have becu with us if wc l ~ a d  bccu iuoro 
f~rl"cnt1y nsliiug such qucs:ions.' " Shc tallied 
but littlc nftcrwarils, but duriug n pcrjocl of p a t  
sun'criug which cusucd was coutiuually in praycr 
to hcr  I-Icavcnly Fntlicr to 1151-c nlcrcy on hcr a 

poor sinncr, nud if it wcrc IIis will to allay hcr 
pains T i ~ c y  soon abntcci, nu1 shc  qllictly and 
pcncclully passccl nwny. 
A L L C I ~  JVrorr;~x, I l a ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ i n r s .  1 li 10 DO. 1SG5 



TITLE DEEDS RELATING TO Co.CAVAM QUAKERS 

Nos. 1,2,3 are held in tisburn Strong Room 

Nos. 4,5,6 are in Public Record Office, Belfast 

I. lndenture (uncompleted) 1790 betwen Joseph Nicholson, John Freeman and Daniel 

Penrose regarding James Tremor & his Son Wiiliam Treanor's Annuity for repair of Quaker 

meeting house at Coothill. 

2. Memorandum of Agreement 1903 between John Whitfield Jun. and Thomas Henry White, 

Henry ~arcroft;~rthur Pim, John Nicholson, John G. Greeves for 999 year Lease of Mission or 

Assembly Hall , Church St. Cootehill for £1 00. 

3.lndenture 1993 between Ulster Friends Tnistees Ltd. and Austin & Noeline Adams, Market 

St., Cootehill for Mission or Assembly Hall for £1 0. 

4. D.645113 reference at PRON1. lndenture made 4th October 171 2 
Between: Merrick King of Oldcastte, William Jones of Cootehill, John Bell of Ballyhaes 

And: William Whiteside of Kiltyman, John Nicholson, Joseph Robson of Lurgan 

By virtue of Indenture of Lease 25th April 171 1 by Thomas Coote to Isaac Davenport, linen 
weaver of Coothill ........... Isaac Davenport hath demised to M.K. , W.J., and J.B. the plot 
of ground joining to the high road at or near Cootehill consisting of about one hundred yards 
length and thirty yards depth bounded and enclosed for the whole ............. and space ...... 
for the use and ........ of the people called Quakers ......... 
[signed] Merrick King Jones John Bell his mark 

5. D. 645114 reference at PRONI. lndenture made 17th of November 171 8 

Between: The Honorable Thomas Coote, of Cootehill in Co.Cavan 

And: John Mitten Jun. of Campstown in the parish of Kill, Co.Cavan 

James Mitten of Camlin? and parish of Dnimgoon, Co.Cavan both linen weavers 

T.C. hath let to J.M and J.M. the messuage being that part of land now in the possession of 

their father John Mitten, being a part of the land called Drumaveale with one acre of turf bog 

in Tullyherchin ............. 
during the natural lives of John Davenport second son of lsaac Davenport and Joseph 

Davenport third son to I.D. of Cootehill, linen weaver & of George Richardson second son to 

George Richardson of Cootehill, Merchant. ................ 
paying yearly for the space of three years ...... the sum of one pound four shillings and sixpence 

......... ............... sterling and paying from the three years during the continuation of the demise 

........... the yearly rent of ten shillings sterling 

Thomas Coote shall & may from time to time have free use of land for any stone, coal, lead, 



salt, alum, timber mineral, marl or limestone to be gotten on the demised premises ........ 
making full recompense to the said J.M & J.M. for such loss sustained thereby in their grass, 

............ corn, herbs, roots or plants 
......... J.M & J.M. will within the space of five years at their own proper costs and charges erect 

... and build 2 or 3 good substantial stone or ...... wall houses 40 foot long and 10 foot high in the 

side wall with straight up gable ends and brick or stone chimneys therein and shaU also roaf the 

same with goodsubstantial timber of oak, ash or fir ....... 
....... and within the space of seven years erect two other good substantial mud wall houses 

each to be 30 foot long and shall also roof the same with .............. oak, ash or fir ...... 
and within the space of three years enclose ... with a substantial wall of stone or brick or with a 
good quicksett hedge ditch or fence fined with trees of oak, ash, beech or fir ........... 
the said Thomas Coote ordained in his stead and place put Thomas Hamersly of Cootehill his 

......... true and lawful attorney for him 
[signed] H ... t John Mitten James Mitten 

6. D.84i'il/4/l reference at PRONI. Indenture made [no date] 1754 

Between: Deborah Carleton 
Eiizabeth Carleton pardners and heirs of Joshua Carleton, deceased 

And: James Trenor of Lixtran? parish of Kilshaniskey, Co.Cavan linen draper 

Benjamin Simson of Menalin? parish of Clenish Co. Monaghan Zmn draper 
John Shepherd of or near Cootehitl parish of Drumgoon Co.Cavan linen weaver 

Whereas Charles Coote ....... let unto Joshua Carleton the messuages wherein William McGirl 

now dwelleth together with the backside gardens outhouse tenements belonging ........ in the 
town of Cootetil also those acres of land thereunto adjoining lying and being in the parish of 

Killyoriel? and Barony of Tullygarvey Co. Cavan and now being in the beneficial tenure and 

occupation of the said Deborah 8 Elizabeth Carleton .......... 
for and during the natural lives of Rachel Carleton, Deborah Carleton and Elizabeth Carleton .. 

Now this Indenture further witnesseth that D.C. & E.C. for diverse good causes and valuable 

considerations then hereunto moving 4 more especially for and in consideration of the sum of 

Five shillings sterling as also for and in consideration of the rents, covenants & agreements 

hath demised ....... unto J.T., B.S., & J.S. all the plot of ground in Cootehill aforesaid 

commonly known by the name of the Quakers meeting house yard being by estimation 100 
.... yards length 8.30 yards breadth formerly bounded together with the house or houses 

thereon with all their rights ...... 

[signed] Deb Carleton James Trenor Eliz Carleton 
Signed sealed and delivered in the presence of Thos Warren Jas Moore 















r e g i s t e r e d  o f f i c e  a t  32 ~ ~ - - S L r e e k - i n  t h e  c i t y  o f :  3"c"3L, 
B e l f a s t  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  c a l l e d  " t h e  Vendor" } of ' t h e '  Y:Y'+~*& 
One P a r t  and ATJSTIN ADMTS ILND NOELENE ADMS b o t h  o f  cl-tlu-L;h 
Market  S t r e e t ,  c o o t e 1 , i l l  i n  t h e  County o f  Cavan { 
h t r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  LC a s  " t h e  P u r c h a s e r s " )  o f  t h e  
O t h e r  Far t  

i 

WHEREAS 

The Vendor i s  s e i z e d  end  p o s s e s s e d  i n t e r  a l i a  o f  t h  
h e r e d i t a m e n t s  a n d  p r e a i s e s  h e r e i n a f t e r  more 
p e r t i c u i a r l y  described a n d  i n t e n d e d  t o  be h e r e b  
a s s u r e d  f c r  ar, e s t s t e  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e  i n  f e e  simp1 
s u b j e c t  t o  a n d  w i t h  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a  c e r t a i n  I n d e n t u r  
o f  L e a s e  made t h e  1 1 t h  d a y  o f  May, 1903 a n d  made 
between Thomas Henry Whi te  a n d  O t h e r s  o f  t h e  One P a r  
and J o h n  W h i t f i e l d  o f  t h e  O t h e r  P a r t  f o r  t h e  term o  
9.99 y e a r s  fron: t h e  11th d a y  o f  May, 1903 s u b j e c t  t o  
t h e  y e a r l y  r e n t  of 0:le Pound ( S1.00) and t o  t h e  
c o v e n a n t s  a n d  c ~ i l d i t i o ~ l s  o n  t h e  L e s s e e s  p a r t  t h e r e i n  
c o n t a i n e d  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as " t h e  L e a s e " )  

T h e  P u r c h a s e r s  h a v e  r e p r e s e p t e d  t o  t h e  Vendor t h a t  
t h e y  are  t h e  p e r s o n s  now e a t i t l e d  t o  t h e  L e s s e e s  
i n t e r e s t  u n d e r  t h e  L e a s e .  

Thc Vendor h a s  a g r e e d  with t h e  P u r c h a s e r s  f o r  t h e  sale 
t o  them f o r  t h e  p r i c e  d f  Ten Pounds ( f  1 0 . 0 0 )  o f  t h e  
F r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i ~ ?  t h e  p r o p e r t y  h e r e i n a f t e r  more 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e s c r i b e d  a n d  i n t e n d e d  t o  be h e r e b y  
a s s u r e 3  s u b j e c t  t o  a n d  w i t h  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  L e a s e  
b u t  o t h e r w i s e  f rea  f rom encumbrances .  

. . .  

NOW T H I S  INDENllURE WITMESSETH t h a t  i n  p u r s u a n c e  o f  
s a i d  a g r e e ~ ~ e n t  a n d  i n  c u n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  sum o f  Ten 
Pounds ( f  1 0 . 0 0 )  nc.v ~ 3 i d  by t h e  P u r c h a s e r s  t o  t h e  
Vend t h e  r e c e i p t  whereof  t h e  Vendor d o t h  h e r e b y  
ackn gq) t h e  Vender as b e n e f i c i a l  owner d o t h  
here (? )convey d n t o  t h e  ~ u r ' c h a s e r s  ALL THAT AND 
THOS messceage o r  toriement s i t u a t e  on  t h e  e a s t  of  
Church S t r e e t  i n  t h e  Town o f  C o o t e h i l l  known as " t h e  
Mis s 3 . c ~  00 A s s B ~ ~ ? ~ !  4- E I a l . 1 "  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  dwe ... 1 . h ~  

. . .  h o u c , ~ . ,  ~ t c k ~ l e s ,  . ', and o u t  b u i l d i n g s  t h e r e t o  
be_l.onging w h i c h  s a i d  p r e m i s e s  a r e  s i t u a t e  ir? t h e  
'Townland 02 ~ r i l m n a v e i l  N o r t h ,  P a r i s h  of Drumgor~n,. 
D i o c e s e  of K i l m o r e  and  Coun ty  o f  Cavan TO HOLD same 
x n t o  and t o  t h e  u s 2  of t h e  P u r c h a s e r s  as  j o i d ~ t e n a n t s  
i n  f e e  s i n p l e  s u b j g c t  t o  a n d  w i t h  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  t h e  
Leaue b u t - o t h e r w i s e  f ree  f rom encumbrances.  

1 The  P u r c h z s e r s  b e i n g  t h e  p e r s o n s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  k L e s s e e s  i c t e r e s t  u n d e r  t h e  L e a s e  h e r e b y  d e c l e r e  t h a t  
I t h e  L e a s e  s h c i l i  i n  so  f a r  as same i s  c a p a b l e  a t  l a x  of 
! SO d.oiny f o r t h w i t h  merge w j t h  and  be e x t i n g u i s h e d  i n  
i the Freehold r e v e r s i o n  e x p e c t a n t  t h e r e o n .  

1 



The Vendor  h e r a b y  acknowledgus  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  
P u r c h a s e r s  t o  p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  d o c u m e n t s  specified i n  
t h e  S c h e d u l e  h e r e t o  and t o  t a k e  c o p i e s  t h e r e o f  a n d  
u n d e r t a k e s  w i t h  the P u r c h a s e r s  for t h e  s a f e  c u s t o d y  o f  

' ! I T  I S  HEREBY CERTIFIED f o r .  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  
1 s t a m p i n g  o f  t h i s  i n s t r u m e n t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  I t o  wh ich  S e c t i o n  1 1 2  of t h e  F i n a n c e  A c t ,  1 9 9 0  d o e s  n o t  
" a p p l y  by v i r t u e  of  be in2  a n  a s s u r a n c e  o f  a n  e x i s t i n g  
I FI 
ii p r o p e r t y  o n l y .  . 

41 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED thst -&he transaction hereby 
effected d o e s  n o t  f o r m  pa r t  o f  a l a rge r  t r a n s a c t i o n  o r  
o f  a series o f  t r a n s a c t i o n s  in* respect o f  w h i c h  t h e  
amount  o r  v a l u e  o r  t h e  a g g r s g - z t e  amount  o r  v a l u e  o f  
t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i c n  e x c e e d s  f 5,000.00. 

14' $ I T  I S ,  HER~BY CERTIFIED t h a t :  t h e  p r o p e r t y  h e r e b y  ;II a s s u r e d  i s  e n t i r e l y  s i t u a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  town o f  
C o o t e h i l l  . . . 

4, 43 
,J! I N  WITNESS whereo f  izhe Vendor  h a s  c a u s e d  h i s  common : sea l  t o  Se aff ixed a n d  t h e  P u r c h a s e r s  h a v e  set t h e i r  
/ h a n d s  a n d  a f f i x o d  their seals h e r e t o  t h e  d a y  a n d  y e a r  

I, f i r s t  h e r e i n  w r i t t e n .  



S CHE DITLE 
i 

1: Original Conveyance made the 24th day of November, 

i 1891 and made between T.lclmas I i enry  White of the First 

j Part , Thomas Henry White and Others of the second 
i 
i 

part and Thomas Henry Wkite ' f  of the ~hird Part , Thomas 
'! 

penry White of the four* part, John Frederick Harris 
j r.4 i r 

1 and Others of the 5th p&t, Benjamin Frankland 
f 
I Haughton and Others of irhe 6th part, James Nicholson 
i .?. . 
' 1 : .  

,f. 
Richardson of the 7th part, ~homas Henry White & 

2 

( Others of the 8th part. 
I 
I 
f 

i : ! 
i 
-i 

2: Original Deed appoinung new Trustees dated the 

, g  12th of January, 1943 a& made between R.H. S. 
il ! 

/' Richardson & Others of tie One Part and Ulster Friend 
,g I 
i Tru~tees Limited of the Other part. 



EXCERPTS FROM A NOTE BOOK KEPT BY JAMES THOMPSON, COOTEHIU 
? CONTAlNlNG A LIST OF VlSllTS TO FRIENDS MEETlNG COOTEHILL, BY 

TRaVEUlNG FRIENDS 1 788-1 827. 

A photocopy of this notebook is in Friends Strong Room, Lisburn. 

Followed by copies of pages of Journals of Travelling Friends : 

John Gratton, England 1 696 
Thomas Story, England 171 6 
Sarah Gnrbb, Clonmel 1785 

Mary Dudley, Cionmel 1791 

Job Scott, America 1 793 
William Forster, England 181 3 
Joseph John Gurney, & 
Elizabeth Fry, England 
(brother & sister) 1827 

















1 

A N  lr o h l l y  and kindly entertained : T h e  r.ext Day, a i w  he l id  .I..er;ed ::s o!s Deer- 
1716 2nd iome of his Fields, with fame 0 t h  Entertainments, the t v o  Friends 

wer,t back tc; Lherick, but I. Raid ;ill the zit of the Seventh Pdonrh; and, be- 
ing the Sewnth Day Moroing, my Brother and CooGn went with me, aborx 
five Miies, to  the Houfe of ------ Walleler; v~here the Lkne Friends and fxne 
otllers met me from Limerick : Tha t  Evening we went to  j%bn Afiton7s, with- 
ill five Pdiles of Birr. 

M E  R E  we had a large Meeting next Day, but not very open: In the Even- 
ing I went to Birr, with T~G~?US Wii$oe ; where I was kindly entertained by 
him and his. 

kina 0 N the 3d we had a Meeting there ; where came many People, and ione  Of- 
ficers and Soldiers: All behaved civilly, and Truth  was over all, and it was a 
good Meeting. 

0 N the 4th we fet forwards, accompariied by Thomas WiJoe, and iome od 
Greenope. chers : Tha t  Night *e lodged with Yofiua C l i b m ,  at  the Mote of Grrenogue ; 

where we had a large Meeting next Day, but not very open ; there being many 
young People in it, not yet arrived at a iuffiiient Senfe of Truth  ; and, tho' under a 
Profefion of it,.many of them have little Defire after it, but think themfelves Life ; 
having had their Education in the Form, think all is well, and want nothing: 2nd 
fo it is in many other Places. Tha t  Nighs we itaid there again, and the next 
Day wen: near to OldcaJle, to John Freeman's; where we lodged. 

ON the ,th, being the Sixth of the Week, we had a h a l l ,  but open and ten- 
Oldcafiie, der ~ e e t i n g  at OidcaJtle: That  Night I remrned to John Freemnn's ; where I 

was freely entertained. 

f out hill. 0 N the 8th I went to Coat-bill, and ladged a t  @crc Dme@orfs, . -7 

O N  the being the Firfi of the Week, we had two large Meetings, which 
were filled, efpecially in the Afternoon, with many Strangers, there bung great 
Q p n e f s  among the People thereaway ; and Things were very well. 

Monnghan, Om the in the Morning, we went forward to Monagblrn; where there 
were three or  four Friends: and, as there had been fome T i n e s  before, we got 
a Meeting at the Bald-Inlz, in a large upper Room. T o  this Meeting came a 
Crowd of Papifis, Epifcopalians, and fome Presbyterians; and iome of the 
younger fort, rfpecially Papifts, were a little wanton h d  airy at firfi ; but ~ r u h  
ar~fing, they were generally tamed by the Pover and Wifdom of it, though they 
did not know what did i t ;  and the Meetinscontinued fober to the End, though 
fame t v o  or three Papifis withdrew, when I had expofed the Infignificancy of 
their Do&rine of Traniiibfizntion : b~r t  the Meeting e n d d  well, zo rbe Hononr 
of our great L o R D ; of whom is the Power and Wiklorn. 

TH  A T Eigh t  we lodged at the &me Inn, where John Rarecroj? and his Wife 
had come to us from the North, i n  the Time of the Meetii~g ; and tl:e nexc 
D2y 1 went on ncrr to CharJe:nont, to our Friend WZim Wbit&eas, jun. who 
nlade me very welcome. 
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Park agnin to loc!ge, and iu the ~norning L t  \ ~ i t l ~ .  

the fanlily and others then prefent, aud Come profi- 
table counfel openetl. From thence we went to 

Edenclerry ; and next day, b e i ~ ~ g  the firll of the wcek, 
itwe itaid, and were at their own ~uceting, their 

preparative meeting, a public meeting in tlie after- 
noon, and in the evening f i t  with their miriitters 

and elders ; at all mhicl~, merciful help W:IS near 

~ I I  the ncetlfi~l tinie, and enabled to dircharge 
cur  Several duties in Gmplicity, for whicl~ thc re- 

war3 of pcace and quietu~le was not withheld. 

On  fecond day the 8th of 8th month, we calm to 

Oldcaitle, and were at their meeting next Jny, 
where many people not of our fociety attenc!ed; 

arnongll ~ v h o ~ n  there was opennefs to labour. After 
meeting me f l d  wit11 thoi'e few in profeflio~~ with 

us, when their low &ate was fclt, fppa th ized  ~uith,  

and counSe1 flowed thereto. 

On 4th  day we went to Cootehill, where we very 
few friends ; - they are in n poor fl~attered fituation 

as to the  life of religian, ~ I I J  f'carce able to keep up 

their meetings. h h y  of the town's people callle 
t o  the  meeting, and it mas n Solid favoured oppor- 
tunity ; and a comfr~rtable belief attended our mintls, 
t1:at there is a precious Seed in that place; but the 

profefi'ors of truth are itumbling blocks. \Ve [at 
down with them feleEt at the co:~cluiio~r of tile 
meeting, and found it exercifing work to viiit tlle 

feed in them, but were enabled honefily to dircllarge 

our feveral dutits *. From tllence me \vent to 

* In a letter dated the next day, flle writer : Tllrougll 
divine h p p o ~ t ,  mercifully vouchlgfed from day to day, 

Cafcle&nne, n pl,~ce very like <laotel~ill ; and i l l  the 

evening aitcr the meeting there, rcached Grallge, 

near Cllnrlcmo~u~t, and loJgerl at the 11oul  of - 
a d i t d  y011ng l n : ~ ~ ) ,  W ~ I Q ,  wi~:Il two ~ I U S  in his 

family, a@od a conLort;~ble p r o i l d t  of a re\i\;al of 
ancient iiinplicity, and rigllt zeal '  in tllat place. 

Our fj~irits u-ert: nearly united to thc~) i ,  anrl the 

firearns of encol,lragins c o u ~ ~ l t l  f l o ~ c t l  frecly i : ~  
thpir refrejlllrle~lt nnJ ftren!;tll. Ifre w r e  at thc:ir 

nlectinS ~!t:>;t (lay, bcing tile lirft of t l ~ e  wcek, 

which was a Suliiri:~g tiunc; anrJ in the evening, had 

a very larsc and il~tisS;:itory rnecti~ls of the country 
people not in I)l.ofe~lion wi t l~  us, who behavcd well, 

a ~ l d  ill many of who111 the witne14 of truth w:ls 
raifcc,d. picst J:I): mt: yrocccclc:l to 20 ronntl I,011gh- 

NeaSh, tal:il,!: 'T(-~berllea~l, Colcrain, Gallynacree, 

]-j;l!iinl.r.l:rr, Grangs, aud A11trin1 ; At all wllicll 
:s.e 11;ltl det:yly to 1;tmrnt :be low clcclinecl 

itate Q J - ~ ~ K  prclic.IE~rs o f r r ~ ~ t h ,  not O I I I ~  as to nurnber~,  

but in a drp.~r;~u-e f r o ~ n  tlle I)resious, p r c k r v i ~ ~ g ,  

priIlciple of lil:,!lt anrl lifii; mllcrcby the livins mew- 
hers of tile c] . \u~cli  are kept ~ I I  their lots, ;~ncl en- 

abled t o  ttantl with iii-~rl~cfs, as a city i'et 01: a hill, 
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" Yesterday was the Three Weeks' Meeting here, 
which we attended, visiting our brethren also, hope 
no harm was done, I am afraid of no one but myself, 
and I desire always to suspect that enemy se& lest, 
on any occasion, it should take the lead, but under 
heavy pressures here I have a degree of hope, that 
not going this warfare at my own cost, I may yet be 
helped to the end of it, which now draws nigh, 
having gone through about eighty-five families, and 
only a few remaining." 

The next religious service of which there is any 
account, was a visit to some parts of Leinster Pro- 
vince, early in the year 1790, wherein her former 
companion Richard Shackleton, was her kind at- 
tendant and helper, and her dear friend Elizabeth 
Pim united in a part of the work. During this en- 
gagement she visited the families comprising the 
Monthly Meetings of Moate, Edenderry, and Car- 
low, which she describes as a ' service closely 
trying,' yet, productive of solid peace, and near the 
winding up of this labour writes as follows. 

" Many are my fears and doubtings before 
willingness is wrought in, me to leave such endeared 
connexions, and many my tossings and conflicts, in, 
seasons of separation ; but may I, with increasing 
devotedness, trust in the arm of never failing help. 
Through unmerited mercy the Lord has not only 
given a degree of resignation to leave all, when the 
call has been clearly distinguished, but sustained 
rqder various laborious exercises, so that tile pro- 
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mise is indeed fulfilled as thy days so shall thy 

strength be ;' and there is cause to trust with the 
whole heart, for future direction and support." 

Towards the close of the year she had a long 
and suffering illnesi, as well as considerable anxiety 
through indisposition in her family, her eight chil- 
dren being in the hooping cough at the same time ; 
and the death of her beloved friend and companion, 
S. R. Grubb, in the 12th month, was a heavy and 
unexpected affliction, which for a season sunk her 
very low. But in the spring of 179 1, she believed it 
required of her again to leave her own habitation, 
and pay a religious visit to Friends of Ulster. ' 

After attending the National Meeting in Dublin 
she accordingly proceeded, with her companion 
Sarah Shackleton, and having sat a Meeting with the 
few Friends belonging to Timahoe, went on. to Castle 
Freeman, whence her first letter is dated. 

<<5th month, 13th. W e  reached this place very 
agreeably, being favoured in weather and roads ; I 
felt in passing through part of Old-Castle (where 
Friends Meeting House is, though I did not know 
it) a spring of love towards the ' sheep not of this 

fo@' but said nothing about it till we got here, when 
I found that some inclined to be visited by having a 
Meeting held in one of their houses, but it seemed 
best to attend to the previous intimation, and I ven- 
tured to have one appointed for nine o'clock to mor- 
row morning, with notice that it will be open i b  -such 
as are disposed to sit with us. Thou knowest me 



88 THE LIFE OF [CHAP.  V. 

well enough to be aware that this prospect tries-my 
little stock of faith, which is indeed low, but it can 
be graciously renewed, and I trust will, from season 
to season, as singleness of heart and eye is kept to." 

c c  Ballybay-Monaghan, 5th mo. 15th, 1791. Re- 
specting the Meeting at Old-Castle, it may in com- 
memoration of holy help be recorded that those who 
trust are not confozcnded, but experience strength 
proportioned to the day of trial ; I do not remember 
many assemblies of this sort more owned with the 
covering of good, and the solidity of the people 
during the whole Meeting exceeded what is to be 
oRen met with ; at the close of the public sitting I 
felt a wish that Friends might keep their seats, and 

that season was also one of relief to my mind. We 
took a little refreshment in the Meeting-house, and 
then pursued our journey, arriving at Cootehill, 
twenty-five miles, in the evening, tired and poorly, 
but humbly thankful for the assistance every way 
afforded. 

" As there are no Friends in circumstances to ac- 
commodate travellers, we.lodged at an inn, and at- 
tended Meeting at the usual hour this morning, to 
which many came who are not in profession with us, 
and I trust nothing was said to discourage the 

honest enquirers after truth. There was a little stop 
afterwards with the members of our own Society, 
perhaps not exceeding eleven or twelve, among them 
a widow and her daughter, who have joined 
Friends by convincement, and appear in a solid 
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frame of mind ; we spent a little time with these, and 
had a season of retirement with a young physician 
who was at our Meeting, and to whom my mind was 
particularly drawn; he was invited to drink tea at 
this widow's, and in the prevalence of gospel love I 
freely communicated what I felt to arise towards 
him, which I believe was well received, and we 
parted under feelings which were precious, and 
caused humble thankfulness of soul. We came on 

to this place to lodge, had a Meeting appointed for 
eleven o'clock yesterday morning at Castle-Shane,- 
with a small company of Friends, amongst whom 
very little life was to be felt, which they were (I 
trust honestly) told, and went on afterwards, through 
wind and rain, sixteen miles to our friend Thomas 
Greer's, where we were kindly received, and con- 
cluded to stay a day my poor body requiring rest." 

Her getting to such a resting place seemed critical, 
for she was almost immediately taken alarmingly ill, 
having been for several days affected with a heavy 
cold, and symptoms of inflammation which required 
medical care. The judicious prescription of a phy- 
sician, and kind attention of the family at Rhonehill, 
proved the means of seasonable relief, and on the 
2lst of 5th mo. she writes as follows : 
-- c c  I am, through continued loving kindness, 

considerably better, which I ought thankfully to ac- 
knowledge, as my situation for some days past, ren- 
dered so speedy an amendment very doubtful. 

rc  Lurgan, 5th month, 24th. Although my dear 
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I)II~POSC. They appc:trcd grrntly gricrrd at tllc 
belmvioor of some of their ncigl~botirs, : r~~t l  n,uch 
(lisal~poilltcd a t  llcnrilrg so little of 'YTII~~I's lirillR 

tcstiinol~y dcclarcd. DIy bo\rcls ycnrncd t o ~ r : ~ r d ~  
them, but we could not scc a vay  o p r ~ l  {ti tlic light 

to rrppoiut auotllcr mcctiug. Intlectl \rll ;~t littlc \r:ls 
uttered alnoug then1 was so much in the lifc., t l ~ ; ~ ~  
t h y  greatly I~uagcrcd for mol.c ; and I t l ~ o u ~ l i t  it 
~nucll bcttrr to h v e  them hul~gcring, tll:u~ to fill 
them until they might cven Iontli the lloneycoml~. 

SO in n~uch l o w  wc left tlicnl, and rodc to 
Jlnllynncrcc. 

l!)tl~, we 11:rd goo11 o p r t  rnccti~lgs :II Ik~llglur'rec 

:in(\ (:olcrauc. J l y  oltcu~~c~ss i u ~ d  scrricc! nr:ls :ts 

usual lmstly to~mrds peoplc not of our society ; nlld 
next day at Tobedlend, \vl~icl~ appcared to l ~ c  a fccblr 
one ; anii the day followiug I had good s:~tisfi~etior~ 

in the Bfonthly meeting a t  Gtang,  iicar Cllxrlemollt, 
both in the public, and in the Inore select part. 

T h e  is a littlc living r e m n a ~ ~ t  of valualrlc fric~& 

Monging to that Alontl~ly mceting. ~ l i t l ,  we had 
:r good mecting xinong Friends and others, a t  lla1Ii- 

11agm ; uest day a relieving one at Noy ; am1 25 t11, 

the fore and afteruooll mectings a t  Gmigc :cvcre 
Iargc and highly fnvourcd : :rs was t11:tt l~cld ncr t  
h y  at the Presbyterian meeting-housc in Dullgan- 

non. The doctrines of the everlasting gospel, in 
most of these meetings ill the North, flo~ved likc oil 
11pon the spirits of the people; but this last lnee t i~~g  

was hurt by an unskilful and unseasolmble nppe:zr- 

mce, aftcr the people were risen to go out. 
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I can scajcely suppose that there is any part of the three 
Iringdoms in which the lower class of the people, in really 
prosperous times, and where their rents are not over-rated, 
are placed in a situation uf greater independence, and in the 
enjoyment of a larger portion of the necessary comforts of 
life. But  they are sadly deficient in cleanliness, and in some 
places there is a great want of industry. Schools are common ; 
and, from the inquiry I have made in several parts, I should 
suppose there are not many of the poor chilchen deprived of 
the benefits of education, except in remote situations. The 
Cntholicq mixing more with the Presbyterians and other 
Protestants, seem to be more aware of the advantages of 
learning than in Munster and Leinster. I n  some instances 
they avail themselves of public schools, and in others they 
have schools among themselves. I have generally found the 
poor intelligent, sensible and communicative, and, like the 
Scotch, inquisitive. 

W e  parted very affectionately from our friends, and came 
through Armagh and Monaghan. Had I been more watchful 
I believe I might have foui~d strength to have held a meeting 
at the latter place ; but I admitted discouragement, and have 
been frequently led to  look back with regret. We came to 
Cootehill, about thirty Irish miles. On First-day we were a t  
meeting in the morning : the number very small. A meeting 
was appointed for the evening. It was large--& was quiet 
within. I thought I was afresh favoured with the precious 
influence of divine love, by which I was assisted to labour in 
the Gospel of Christ. 

From Cootehill we rode through rather a wild country to 
Castle Blaney, the country mostly inhabited by Catholics. 
O n  the way we came near to a funeral ; it was the first time 
1 had heard the " Irish cry,"-dismal beyond all description. 
A t  Castle Blaney we had a large, satisfactory meeting in a 
p ~ h l i c  room over the Market-house. A t  Dundalk gelleral 
notice was given, but very few attended; but some were 
serious, particularly- two or three soldiers; i t  was a trying 
time to us, but we had a hope that we were in the way of our 
duty. W e  had a meeting in the Cotwt-house at Newry-a 

place of great dissipation ; we were sad, but endeavoured to 
bear up under all. 

In allusion to some disturbances, which had taken 
place between opposing political and religious parties, 
he adds :- 

Since the late affray a t  Belfast, there has been anot.her 
between the Orange party and the Catholics in the county of 
Derry. -It is said that some lives wore lost. I hope my dear 
relations will not indulge too much anxiety on our account. 
The prospect is undoubtedly gloon~y; but a t  times I am 
bro~lght into a very favoured state of resignation, aud con- 
fidence is raised iu that power which can preserve through all. 

Amidst all that " came upon him daily," the live- 
liness of his Christian interest in everything relating 
to the advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom 
everywhere, is depicted in an extract from a letter 
written about this time :- 

I am pleased with the hope of obtaining some further ill-, 
telligence respecting Dr. Naudi's exertions, a t  Malta, and ill 
parts of the countries bordering on the Mediterranean. 
Xverything relating to  the progress of religion alnong any 
people is becoming increasingly interesting to me. M y  little 
labours in the same cause, although attended with sufferings 
and discouragements, are scarcely worthy to be compared to 
the exertions of such men. The reports of the Bible Society 
have afforded manyan agreeable repast aswe ha.ve ridden along, 
and Dr. Steinkopff's tour in Gerinm~y, &c., no less valuable. 
I shall hope to receive more intelligence respecting dear 
Stephen Grellet. The fund raised in London for the blacks 
in Antigua affected me with gratitude. Please to send a few 
of the reports on the Gaelic schools. 

M e r  having been engaged for more than three 
months in the province of Ulster, both among Friends 
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prevailing to see the stranger guests. Dear E- read 
Matt. XXV, and we had a remarkably interesting meeting 
afterwards, a little like that at  Lord Derby's, in days of 
old. Much love towards us was manifested by al l  the party, 
especially the servants, who seemed full of zeal in helping 
us. We spent an hour or two with Lady B- at Kells, 
their neighbouring town, in inspecting her public charities, 
and a wretched little prison, happily not often used; 
and we then drove off to a desolate place called Bally- 
borough, on our way to the next meeting of Friends. The 
people seemed anxious for tracts, of which we distributed a 
large quantity; and there being no horses to be had in the 
place fit to use, we were happy enough to meet with two pairs 
on their return home, which we kept for two days' service. 
It is a desolate country and the roads very bad; and very tired 
we were when we arrived at Cootehill, a little town in the 
county of Cavan, where we were most hospitably entertained 
by J. C- and his two sisters. The change h m  the vast 
chateau to their humble abode, was far from unpleasant ; there 
was so much cleanliness and comfort in the accommodation 
provided. 

There are only a few scattered familias of Friends in this 
place, I which is one of some importance, being a 
principal linen mart for the north of Ireland. The domestic 
manufacture of linen is the staple of this part of the country, 
and every poor man is his own flax grower, weaver, and merchant. 
As we advance towards the north, the peasantry assume a more 
respectable appearance. The children may W e  to h o w  that 
we met on our r o d ,  a day or two since,.a vast body of peasants, 
neatly dressed, attending ,the corpse of a young woman to its 
burial, and the attendants round about the coEn were chaunt- 
ing the funeral cry, very improperly called " the Irish howl." 
It was a touching sound. This is a fine harvest for the priest, 
who levies a lianclsome subscription on the people present at  
the burial. We held a meeting at Cootehill on fourth day 
morning. I t  was largely attended by a mixed company of 
Friends, Protestant church-people, and Roman Catholics. It 
was a time in which the truth was, I tn~s t ,  exalted, and many, 
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especially of the Roman Catholics, have since been applying to 
our host for tracts. H e  tells me his whole stock has been ex- 
hausted, by the sudden demand our meeting occasioned. The 
inquisitive state of the public mind, where education has at 
all prevailed, is deeply interesting. From Cootehill, our four 
horses, which we had met with the day before, brought US 
through some fine nobleman's domains, and afterwards through 
a dull country to Monaghan; where we spent an hour in visit- 
ing a new and very tolerable county jail, f d  of prisoners ; and 
in sowing the seeds of a ladies' committee. We dined at the 
inn, and reached the hotel at  Armagh in the evening. The 
travelling in these parts is uncommonly tedious, the Irish 
stages melling to an unreasonable length; and no mile stoues. 
I t  is difficult to get on without four horses. Fifth day morn- 
ing at Armagh, was highly interesting. It is a fine inland 
town. We first visited the county jail, and found a peculiarly 
open door for intercourse with the prisoners ; the first t i e  this 
has happened to us in Ireland. Popery has, in general, ap- 
peared to block up the way in the minds of the prisoners. 
From the prison we proceeded to the lunatic asylum for five 
counties, admirably managed, none under restraint, and a con- 
siderable number of both men and women employed. We 
then went to Lady LSord's, at the deanery. She h e w  dear 
Priscilla, and is a close ally of Lady Gosford's. Here we met 
several ladies, and laid the foundation of a visiting association. 
Lady LifFord is a charming, elderly lady; an humble, solid, 
practical Christian, abounding in good works. On separahg 
one from another we were favoured with a true solemnity. 
Thence to RichiU, where a large meeting of Friends and others 
were assembled at two o'clock; I believe to a good purpose, 
as the gospel was fully preached and gladly received. That 
night we reached Rhoane Hill, near Grange, where we were 
kindly entertained by an intereating family of Frknds, and on 
sixth day morning we held a large meeting at Grange. I t  
was to me a time of deep exercise of mind. These tpere the 
parts in which Friends were once so led away by i~6clelity, 
and their present state reminded me of the condition of the 
Jews after they came from Babylon; returned indeed from 

/h 7 
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found. Sbould this prove the case, it will be a strong conhma- 
tion of our being in our right place ; as 1 find, that those, who 
can help in these things, are willing to listen to us. 

We  dined at the house of the temporary Secretary of State. 
W e  met there, the Archbishop of Tuam, and many connected 
with him ; Lady Ann Gregory is his sister. Highly valuable 
end agreeable people, indeed. I think I never, any where, saw 
so many serious people : surely, the true leaven, more or less, is 
:~ffecting the whole lump. 

Yesterday was the week-day meeting; crowds attended, and 
veiy solemn i t  was. I forgot to say, that when visiting the 
prisoners the day before, the judges were sitting in the court, and 
sent for us to go to them there. Picture your uncle, myself, and 
some other Friends, in a crowded court, sitting beside the judges. 
I could but be reminded of the difference of our situation, to that 
of Friends formerly, taken into the courts in time of persecution, 
and so cruelly treated ; but my belief is, that their standing their 
ground as they did, prepared the way for even these services. 
" They laboured, and we have entered into their labours." May 
the same power preserve us, in what may appear heights, as i t  
did them in depths. 

After writing so far, we went to breakfast at a lady's named 
Hoare, some relation to your uncle Hoare, very interesting, good 
people ; many met us there. After a religious time with them, 
we went to the Bridewell, to meet a large number of ladies, to 
form and arrange their prison committees. This was a very 
arduous, but a very important business ; 'and, I trust, things are 
now put in good training, that if we do nothing else, it appears 
almost worth while to have come here for this day's work. 

Almost as soon as we returned from the prison, we had to go 
to the parlr, for m0 to see Lady Wellesley ; I paid her a very 
interesting visit ; she is a sweet woman, and, I think, serious. 
She is a Roman Catholic. We next went to call on the Roman 
Ccd,holic Archbishop ; and, as the Protestant one is now, I 
belieye here, I must stop. 
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MY DEABEST HUSBAND, 

I feel that my journal was cut too short at Dublin, from 
a press upon me, which appeared unavoidable. I left off, I think, 
before we visited the House ofi Industry, almost the most inte- 
resting institution I ever saw ; but, being accompanied by (I 
should think) nearly a hundred persons, added to the fatigue, 
and lessened the pleasure. Afterwards, we had quite an enter- 
tainment from the governor, as luncheon. Seeing the lunatics, 
gave me real pleasure ; their order, comfort, and industry, 
appeared to be great. We then visited the Richmond Lunatic 
Asylum, and part of the great Government Prison. After one 
of the most crowded meetings I ever attended, and I think, one 
of the most solemn, we paid another visit to the Government 
Prison, and then took our departure from our most kind friends, 
sad the highly interesting city of Dublin ; with, I believe I may 
say, thankful and peaceful hearts, under a deep feeling that 
"hitherto the Lord had helped us," and out of " wealmess we 
had been made strong." We had a dark evening drive of many 
horn, to James Forbes', at Christianstown, near Rathangan, 
where we,found every comfort. We had two meetings the next 
day, at  Edeuderry : nothing but turf-fires, and the aspect of 
things very digerent to England. The next evening we travelled 
again, and Tere not fully expected ; but fires soon burnt up, an3 
after a while, a nice supper refreshed us. 

We are here comfortably settled by a nice fire-side, in a good 
inh, and in what appem to be, as far as we can judge, rather a 

fine city. We left Lord Bective's yesterday, about twelve o'clock, 
and then went with Lady Bective, and others, to see her charities, 
and a sad little prison. After this, we set forward for Coote-Hill, 
two stagea, each about twelve Irish miles, which, I can assure you, 
WM a fatiguing day's journey ; we dared not stop to dine, and 
were about six hours on the road, or more, which was done with 
difficulty, with four horses, the roads were so very bad. The 
boggy country has a peculiar and desolate look ; the generally 
miserable cabins, and appearance of the poor (though most of the 
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women have cloaks, and the men great-coats), give a very different 
appearance to England. There is also a general want of order 
in  the manner of cultivating the ground: the hedges haJf down, 
and badly kept, excepting near gentlemen's placea, where things 
bear a different aspect. We observed a number of goats; I 
suppose they use their milk. Pigs abound ; I think they have 
rather a more elegant appearance than ours, their hair often 
rather curled : perhaps naturalists may attribute this to their 
intimate amociation with their betters ! The turf-fires, mostly 
used in the neighbourhood of the bogs, are pleasant. We 
yesterday, met a true Irish funeral ; i t  waa a curious sight, and 
really swprising to see how neat and clean the people turned out 
of their dirty cabins : some were really good-looking. The howl 
(if i t  was the howl) was like a dirge-melancholy, but rather 
pleasing. We have not lately had so w c h  begging, as nearer 
Dublin, or the appearance of so much distress. We had a 
curious meeting this morning, of Friends, respectable persons, 
labourers, and the very poor people, many, I believe, Roman 
Catholics. 

We  have travelled again to-day, twenty-four miles: more 
fatiguing, I can assure you, than to travel fifty miles in England ; 
but we have not been on the best roads. We visited a large 
prison at Monaghan, and to-morrow we hope to visit one here, 
and a Lunatic Asylum ; also, t o  form a committee at Lady 
Lifford's, to attend a meeting some miles off, and then to go 
forward to sleep at  Thomas3 Greer's. Our life is a busy one, 
certainly. So now, my much-loved family, I bid you farewell 
for this evening. 

Thomas Qreer's, Rhone Hill, Xixth-day morning.-Yester- 
day, we began our morning with some Friends to breakfast at 
the inn, and after reading, we set off to the prison. It was a 
fine day, and we had a pleasant walk to it. Several were 
waiting for us, both gentlemen and ladies. We had, for the &st 
time, a religious opportunity with the prisoners ; first, Elizabeth 
and myself, with the women ; then all of us, with the men. The 
Roman Catholics appear very hard to reach ; but wit11 the poor 
men, I think, the power of truth reigned over all, and their 
appeared brought. down. We then went to the Lunatic Aqlum, 
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which was in delightful order ; then to Lady Lifford's, where we 
found an excellent committee. We had a religious time with 
this charming lady, and then went forward to a meeting at  Rich 
Hill, a curious place, and as curious a congregation ; but we had 

*a good meeting. Afterwards, by some accident, I went into a I 

private house, thinking i t  was t.he inn, and gave orders as if at I an inn : I ordered tea immediately, and begged to be shown to a 
bed-room, for my sister to lie down, as she was but poorly; at 
I& 1 discovered my droll, and at Gat, disagreeable mistake ; 
but such was Irish hospitality, that the lady of the house made 
US stay, gave us some tea, comforted us up, and sent us off, not 
knowing whom she had received, nor do we now know her name. 
We then had an e q  drive here, horses good, roads better ; but 
both my dear companions far fiom well. I feel we have much 
cause for thankfulness ; we are daily provided for ; and may, 
through unmerited mercy, say with the disciples formerly, to the 
query, " Lackest thou any thing ?" " Nothing, Lord"--except 
to be better ourselves, and more fit for such a service. 

Lisburn, Third Month 4th. 

MY DEAEEST HUSBAND, 
I yesterday had the real comfort of receiving letters, in the 

evening, from home. I was made quite cheerful by it, and 
weighty as it is to begin upon a new field of service in these 
parts, yet I went light-hearted on my way, and, I trust I may 
say, thankful. 

I am sorry to hear of our poor friend William Morley's state, 
and ~articularh wish to be affectionately remembered to him, 
and. io have <h told how much I desire that, as his flesh and 
his heart fail, he may know the LO& truly to be the strength of 
his heart, and eventually, through his unmerited mercy in Christ 
Jesus, to become his portion for ever ; he must cast himself, just 
such as he is, on Christ his Saviour, the propitiatory sacrifice for 
our sins, whose mercies are unbounded. 

Now for my journal :-after I last wrote, Fe attended a large 
meeting of Frienda at Grange, where unbelief formerb, had made 
much devastation ; we were enabled to preach Chlist, 1 trust 
in power; and i t  appewed a very solemn time. We find the 
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meeting we had at Coote Hill made a great impression in the 
place, pzirticularly amongst the Roman Catholics ; numbers have 
been since to the Friend's house where we slept, for track ; 
he had given three hundred away. We arrived here, and had a 
most hearty reception from Jonathan Richardson and his brother ; 
their kindness is very great to us poor tmvellera. Yesterday, we 
had Frienda very much alone in the morning, and a very crowded 
meeting for others in the evening, painfully so to me ; I was so 
much afraid the house was not safe, and I believe one of the higher 
galleries creaked ; i t  wss however, well got through. What a day 
this is in Ireland ! something of a shaking in religion, only there 
is such a field of service open, that i t  seems as if we hurried a 
little from the different places; but we desire to do our best. 
We have met r i t h  a delightful old minister here, John Conran, 
a most able gospel preacher, eighty-eight years old, he has stood 
through every storm in the time of heresy here ; he was desired to 
quit the gallery, and no longer to preach, but he kept steady to 
his gift, and his sun is indeed setting in brightness ; he is a man 
ofgood family, who came into our Society by convincement. I think 
such an instance of a lively spirit in old age, is a powerful evi- 
dence of the truth of religion ; and that there ia a principle above 
the natural part in man, which lives and floui-bhes when the 
other part declines. I must now go to breakfast, looking to the 
Quarterly Meeting to-day. May best help be m4h us, and grace, 
mercy, and peace with you. Amen. 

Thil-d-day Morning.-We had a very satisfactory Quarterly 
Meeting. We are now returned from s concluding meeting of 
worship, one of the most solemn, and striking, I ever attended ; 
the good power and anointing, distilled as the dew amongst us, 

to  the great refreshment, I believe, of all present. The ministly 
of the old Friend was wonderful-his experience of the power of 
light, life, and salvation striking; he overflowed with love, and the 
doctrine he preached, a strong proof of the reality of that power 
which remains after all the reat is shaken. When the reality 
of these truths are brought home to us, how earnest becomes the 
desire for all whom we love, to be made partakers of such a benefit. 
May husband, children, brothers, sisters, and all near and dear 
to me, partake of this joyous, glorious, full salvation ! 
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We have here delightfd quarters at John Bell's. We dined 
and rated, then called on some of the sick and sorrowful ; after 
which, we proceeded to our Yublic Meeting, to be held in a large 
school-room at the top of a high building. Feel for us-upon our 
arrival, the crowd was so great and the presg such, that when we 
endeavoured to ascend the stair-case, I thought we must give 
up the attempt ; however, after great pressing, we were driven 
into such an wsembly, that my poor heart h o s t  sank ; I SO 

extremely feared accident, whether the building or the flooooring 
would not give way under the weight, however, in tender mercy, 
nfter a Little while quietness reigned ; I had a few words to say, 
which appeared to tranquilhe the assembly, and then your uncle 
was enabled beautifully and powerfully to preach the g l d  tiding 
of the gospel of Christ. I did afterwards say something, but in 
weaknese, rts my voice nearly failed me. Your annt spoke power- 
fully, and I had power given me to offer the sacrifice of thanks- 
giving and prayer at the end. All dkpersed without injury, 
I tmst peaceful and etiied ; but your dear uncle and myself Lad 
had such a shake, that we both passed a very poor night. I felt a 
little like Peter on the waters, as if fears got too much hold of me, 
and made me ready to  ink ; your aiint was sadly crushed. We 
set off after breakfat to the Bridewell, numbers with us ; but we 
hope that good raulted, and we are to form a committee to visit 
it. We proceeded to Cmickfergus, a very interesting place, and 
e, most beautiful drive to it ; we passed a fine old castle by the 
sea. We visited a sad prison, and formed a Ladies' Committee ; a 

&o committees for vimting different charities, and had a large 
meeting of ladies. 

Londonderry, Third Monlh 18fh. 

MY DEAREST WILLIAM, 

I have now matter for a very interesting letter, if I can get 
time to  write it. After my last communication, we w e d  to  a 

second Public Meeting, which was very large and satisfactory. 
We dined at our dear hospitable friend's, and in the evening, 
thy uncle went to have a Public Meeting, at  Carrickfergus ; and 
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women had a v is ion  of primitive C h r i s t i a n i t y  revived; a simple inward way of 
f inding the w i l l  o f  God and p u t t i n q  it i n t o  pract ice .  IheSe en thus ias t s  cal led 
themselves 'Children of the L igh tq ,  but  were nichamed Qaukers; l a t e r  they 
took the name of ' Society of friends ' , 

1 6 9  som had come t o  I re land  t o  spread t h e  message. In  1655 seve ra l  families 
s e t t l e d  in  Co. Cavan on land owned by a Colonel Kempson. There are records 05 
the suffering they susta ined ' f o r  no t  B y i n g  t i t h e s ,  p r i e s t s  maintenance, and 
toward repa i r ing  t h e i r  worship-houses, f o r  n o t  observing t h e i r  holy days ; they 
fleeced us i n  taking our goods a d  h p r i s o n e d  some of us ' .  

Small meetings were s e t  up a t  Cavan, Rdullyclougher near  b l l y h a i s e ,  B l t u r b e t ,  
Oldcastle and a t  Cootehi l l .  Af te r  100 y e a r s  only the l a t t e r  =mined. It had 
been s e t t l e d  i n  1692 and the nee t ing  house was s i t ua t ed  a t  the  end of t he  
s t r e e t  where the  Church of  Ireland now stands.  In 1738 Charles Coote, the  
landlord, wanted the  premises s o  t o  widen t h e  road to. h i s  p s j d e ~ o e ,  so  he 
gave i n  exchange a small h i l l  a t  the  country end of Church S t r ee t ,  s ince known 
as. ' the Quakers Forth'.  The upper po r t i on  being c i r c u l a r  and about 140 f e e t  
i n  diameter is the graveyard, with t he  meeting house 30 f e e t  by 20 f e e t  in 
the middle, The avenue is 230 f e e t  long leading up from the street. I n  1807 
a new meeting house was b u i l t  at t h e  Forth. 

In the  1700s ernigmtion t o  Pennsy1vania was an a t t r a c t i v e  choice f o r  many I r i s h  
people, espec ia l ly  Quakers. It of fe red  freedom Srom the landlord and from the  
es tabl ished church as wel l  as the chance o f  l i v i n g  in a l a r g e r  community of  
Friends. C e r t i f i c a t e s  of in t roduc t ion  were  issued from Cootehi l l  meeting f o r  
severa l  emigrants and these helped them t o  be accepted among &uakers i n  t he  
New Wmld. Records o f  these c e r t i f i c a t e s  e x i s t  i n  America. 

m e  numbr of F'riends i n  Co. Cavan was never  large, perhaps never more than 
3 o r  so. They were cont inual ly  encouraged and inspired by men and women who 
tmve l l ed  from other  p a r t s  of I re land ,  from England and f r o m  A m e r i c a .  These 
i t i n e r a n t  -kinis ters  had two objec t ives  - t o  meet with and strengthen the  l o c a l  
Quakers and a l s o  t o  hold meetings f o r  t he  publ ic .  A s  the  F'riends have no clergy, 
these v i s i t o r s  plAyed a big part i n  keeping i so l a t ed  groups W e d  t o  fe l low 
Quakers over the i s l and  of  I re land  and f a r t h e r  a f i e l d .  Comments made a t  the 
time of such v i s i t s  give some h i n t s  of life i n  Cootehill.  

Thomas Story came i n  1716 and lodged with an I saac  Dib'v%n@Tt a d  
reported "We had two large meetings which were fillede-with many 
s t rangers  there  being @;reatti openness among the people, thereaway." 

I n  17%' two women v i s i t o r s  met the  public i n  Brennan's large ball-  
room where the  meeting was much d i s tu r&d  ly a d d e n  o f f i c e r  and 
by a p r i e s t .  ( M e s t  h e m s  clergyman of the- es tabl ished church). 

In  1802 a woman wealthy enough t o  come i n  her  own chaise,  lef t  f i v e  
guineas f o r  the  poor a d  d i s t r e s s e d  of t he  town. Sometimes 
the l3esbyterian o r  Methodist meeting houses were used and 
hundreds a r e  s a id  t o  have been present .  It must have been the 
t a l k  of the  country t o  hear  women preaching. 

In 1827 the famous pr ison reformer, El izabeth Fry, a n d  he r  brother,  
J . J .Gurney, a r r ived  i n  s t y l e  dur ing t h e i r  I r i s h  tour  in a coach 
drawn by four  horses.  A  la^@ gather ing of d i f f e r en t  persuasions 
l i s tened  t o  these i n f l u e n t i a l  v i s i t o r s .  



Tfie topics  which these various speakers covered included - women b i n g  
divinely authoriseck-' t o  preach - the  value of kiPdnt worship - the 
need t o  follow the g rea t  Teacher who is inwardly revealed - the 
freedom of the Gospel and t ha t  no one should be paid f o r  preaching. 

In the I r i s h  Quaker a n h i v e s  i n  Dublin and Lisburn records are held 
about Cootehill .  One item shown how the l o c a l s  faced the demands f o r  
t i t h e s  by the Church of I reland clergy before dis-establishment : - 

1826 James Creeth of CootehiU had taken from him for 
a demand of 8/4d f c z  Tythe - 
16-yards of pr inted ca l ico  at 8d -,lo/&. 
1819 Widow Whitfield had taken f'rom h e r  f o r  @the f o r  
the  use of John Young, P r i e s t  of the pa r i sh  of Xilleskee - 
32 hanks of yarn worth 6-3 each (16/-). 

During the course of the  1800s t h e  colony beam more isolated despi te  
improved t r a v e l  and the educat of chi ldren at  Friends School, Esburn. 
Tkmpomry renewhl cane a b u t  with the building of a large h a l l  on 
the approach t o  the meeting house. This h a l l  was chief l$ used f o r  t e l l i n g  
of the dangers of a lcohol  and as a Sunday School f o r  chi ldren of  the tom. 
By 1 9 0  the meeting had been given up and the  premises were eventually 
disposed of t o  the l o c a l  Whitfield family. 

In the 1990s the nearest  Quaker meetings axe  a t  Drogheda, a t  Bssbrook 
near N e w  and a t  Grange near  Dunga,nnon. In the i s land  of Ireland there- 
a re  about 1500 adherents. ?he list of those who lie buried in the 
Quakers Forth is not a complete one and was only kept since 1813. 
?he s i t e  of the e a r l i e r  h r i a l  ground is unknown as Friends of  t h a t  time 
put up no stones t o  nark t h e i r  graves nor was there a bel ief  i n  
consecrated ground. Although ex t inc t ,  the Quaker element can be viewed 
a s  one strand i n  the his$ory of Cootehill.  h y b e  the burial ground w i l l  
becom a haven where young and old can q u i e t l y  r e f l e c t ,  learn from the 
pas t  and resolve t o  bui ld a br ighter  5omorrow. 



The Quakers of Cootehill 
Patrick Cassidy M.A. 

The Religious Society of Friends or Quakers as they are more 
commonly known was one of the earliest religious denominations to 
worship in Cootehill. They initially settled in the emerging town in the 
later half of the seventeenth century. After the victory of the Williamite 
forces at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690, Ireland returned to a relatively 
peaceful state and economic activity began to expand. Subsequently, 
Cootehill emerged as an important new centre of Ireland's linen industry 
and as a result of their entrepreneurial skills, their business acumen and 
the encouragement given them by their landlord, both the townspeople 
and the linen trade prospered. 

The Quakers owe their origin to George Fox (1624-1691), an 
English lay preacher from Fennydrayton, Leicestershire.' The son of a 
weaver, this deeply religious man became disillusioned with the 
worldliness of the Church of England and following a religious 
experience he became convinced that it was unnecessary to have an 
ordained clergy in order to form a personal relationship with God. He 
believed that God was working within him and that God's message was 
available to everyone. He also believed that this was the key to 
salvation.? 

George Fox and his followers emerged as a new Protestant sect 
rejecting certain sacraments in favour of a more holistic approach to life. 
Since they believed in a personal relationship with the Holy Spirit, 
which they called the 'Inward Light', they were soon known as 'The 
Children of the Inner Light'. The term 'Quaker' was first used in 1650 
by Gervase Bannett, a Puritan magistrate in Derby after he saw the 

. 'trembling' of Friends under religious fervour. The title 'Friends' was 
adopted in 1652.' 

The first Quakers came to Ireland in the early part of the 1650s and 
they are associated with the land settlement after the Cromwellian wars. 
Cromwell's army quickly took control of Ireland and many of the 
Puritan soldiers were attracted to the Quaker me~sage .~  One of the most 
influential figures in this early influx of Quakers was William 
Edmundson (1627-1712). He had fought with Cromwell in England 
and upon discharge, he travelled to Antrim where his brother's regiment 

I Richard Harrison, A Biographical Dicrionary of Irish Quakers (Cornwall, 1997) 
p. 10. 

2 Ibid p. 10. 
3 The Religious Sociery of Friends Page 1 of 1 http:llwww.craigavon.gov.uMei~ure/friends.asp 
4 Richard Harrison. A Biographical Dicrionary of Irish Quakers (Cornwall, 1997) 

p. 11. 
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was stationed, and he then became a shopkeeper in Antrim. He later 
returned to England to purchase more stock and there he encountered 
James Naylor, a dedicated follower of George Fox. He became a 
Quaker and on his return to Ireland, he moved to Lurgan. The first 
Quaker meeting in Ireland was established from his Lurgan house in 
1 654.5 

He kept a detailed journal and this document is an invaluable source 
for Irish Quaker hi~tory.~ 'He decided to abandon shopkeeping in 1656 
and together with his brother John and a group of friends he moved to 
County Cavan where the small group leased farmland in the 
Killeshandra area from Colonel Nicholas Kempson.' Thus, from an 
early period, the Quakers were associated with County Cavan. 
Edrnundson decided to devote his time to evangelisation and over the 
next three years, he travelled throughout the surrounding countryside in 
an attempt to spread the teachings of George Fox. 

It must be pointed out at this stage, that due to the major religious 
differences existing between Quakers and other more traditional 
Christian denominations, Quakers were regarded with suspicion and 
hostility by the Established Church; the other Christian churches and the 
state. Quakers did not believe in ordained clergy, in paying tithes to 
support such a clergy or in the liturgy at Church services. They sought 
religious and civil liberty for everyone, were opposed to oath taking and 
were pacifists. They also believed in leading a simple lifestyle which 
became apparent in their mode of dress and their use of language. Many 
of their beliefs were considered highly dangerous by the civil and 
religious authorities and persecution resulted. 

The persecution of Quakers was widespread in the later part of the 
seventeenth century and in the early decades of the eighteenth century. 
Indeed, such was the scale of persecution that the Quakers produced a 
Book of Suffering to record the injustices meted out to them. The 
journal of William Edmundson reveals that he was insulted, fined and 
imprisoned on numerous occasions. On one such occasion, he found 
himself incarcerated in Cavan gaol. Isobel Grubb, a Quaker historian, 
describes his confinement. He was kept: 

'in an arched dungeon with thieves and robbers with a grating 
open in the daytime only while at night the other prisoners 
would make a turf fire, the thick smoke of which overcame him 
so that he almosf died of suffocation. The smell issuing from 

5 Muriel Bell, 'Notes on the Quaken of Mid-Ulster', in Ulster Local Studies, Vo1.16 
No. 1, Summer 1994. 1 

6 William Edmundson, A Journal of the lqe, travels, sufferings and labour of love in 
the work qfthe ministry of William Edmundson (Dublin, 1715) 

7 Olive C. Goodbody, Irish History and the earliest Irish Frienak (Presidential I 

Address to Friends' Historical Society, 1960) p. 195. 
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the dungeon was so bad that his visitors could not endure it and 
had to go away.'8 

William Edmundson survived these harsh conditions and upon his 
release, he continued to preach around the Cavan countryside. He was 
subsequently arrested in Belturbet where he was imprisoned overnight 
and then placed in the stocks in the market place.g Despite this harsh 
treatment, Edmundson and his small group of followers continued their 
mission in Cavan until 1659 when their landlord refused to renew their 
leases.'O He and a numbei- of his friends relocated to Rosenallis near 
Mountrnellick in County Laois. 

The period between 1656 -1659 sees the first traces of Quaker 
communities in County Cavan. It is evident from his journal that 
Edrnundson continued to visit Cavan many times after he moved to 
Rosenallis. The first Quaker meetings in County Cavan were 
established in Cavan town, Belturbet and at Mullyclougher near 
Ballyhaise as early as the late 1660s." Later in the seventeenth century, 
meetings were also established at Cootehill and in Oldcastle, just across 
the county boundary in Meath. The Cootehill meeting soon superseded 
those of Cavan and Belturbet. Records show that meetings at Cavan, 
Belturbet and Ballyhaise were discontinued prior to the end of the 
seventeenth century.Iz However, the Cootehill meeting became well 
established and it survived until the beginning of the twentieth century. 

The earliest reference to a Cootehill meeting is in 1692 when 
meetings took place in a private house at the end of Market Street close 
to the site of the Church of Ireland." It is not known to whom this 
residence belonged but it does indicate that there were a small number 
of Quakers living in the new town of Cootehill which was emerging at 
that time. William Edmundson visited the Quaker community in 
Cootehill on at least one occasion after this date. In 1707, he attended 
a meeting at the above Meeting House before continuing his journey to 
Clones in County Monaghan. His journal contains the following entry: 

The day following we were with Friends at their meeting 
beyond Ballyhaise and after the meeting we went to Cootehill 
having sent some Friends before to Clownis to get a place for 
a meeting and bring us word which they did, so we had a 
meeting with Friends at Cootehill and the next day went to 

Isobel Grubb, Quakers in Ireland 1654-1900 (London, 1927) pp 19-27 - 
Ibid. p. 196. 
There are a number of reasons why this occurred. For a more detailed analysis, see 
Olive Goodbody's account in ~rish History and the earliest Irish Friends. 
Notes on Co Cavan from Dublin Friends Historical Library. 
Ulster Quarterly Meeting:.Properties of Historic Interest, Appendix 1 ,  p. 179. 
Dublin Friends' Historical Library, notes entitled Quakers in Cootehill. 
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Clownis where we had a full meeting." 

The small Quaker community in Cootehill continued to flourish 
info the eighteenth century and the Meeting House was enlarged in 1712 
to facilitate this expansion. In 1738, the site was acquired by the 
landlord, Charles ~ o o t e ,  who had taken over the running of the estate 
from his father, Thomas Coote. Mr Coote had plans to alter the 
streetscape and the entrance to his demesne. He offered the Quakers an 
alternative site at the lower end of Church Street in the townland of 
Drumaveil North which was occupied by an ancient hill fort, a place 
traditionally left untouched by local people due to their fear of the 
supernatural. 

Despite the fear which most people had of disturbing 'fairy forts', 
Quakers were unaffected by these traditional beliefs and almost to prove 
their abhorrence of such superstitions, they accepted the site being 
offered by Mr C ~ o t e . ' ~  The site soon'became known as the 'Quaker 
Fort.' A new Meeting House was erected in the centre of the fort. The , 

surrounding area, which measures one hundred and forty feet in 
diameter, became their burial ground since Quakers were denied access 
to parish graveyards as a result of their attitudes to the Established 
Church. Quakers also refused to be buried in traditional graveyards 
because they did not believe in consecrated ground. 

The Meeting House was a small structure measuring thirty feet by 
twenty feet reflecting the size of the local Quaker community which 
never grew to more than ten to fifteen families at any time." It was 
approached from lower Church Street by a tree-lined avenue, two 
hundred and thirty feet in length." This building was replaced in 1807 
when a new Meeting House was constructed on the sitela (Fig. 1). This 
rather small Meeting House was valued at £3,. 8, 0 in the Griffith 
Valuation of 1840. In contrast, the Presbyterian Meeting House was 
valued at £9, 10, 0 while the Roman Catholic Chapel was valued at 
E18,0,0.'9 The Quakers of Cootehill sometimes used other venues in the 
town for larger public gatherings. For example, both the Presbyterian 
and Methodist Meeting Houses were utilised during the nineteenth 
century when a more tolerant climate existed between certain religious 

14 William Edrnundson. Journal (London, 1774) p. 287. 
15 The Quakers appear to have used other hi11 forts in Ireland as sites for meeting 

houses and burial grounds including Toberhead and Dunglady near Kilrea in County 
Derry. 

16 These estimates are based on information obtained from the Dublin Friends' 
Historical L~brary. 

17 Dublin Friends' Historical Library, notes entitled Quakers in Cootehill by ROSS 
Chapman. 

18 Ibid. 
19 National Archives. Richard Griffith's Valuation of Cootehill in 1840. Field Books 
, , Ref. 4.0234 Drumgoon, part of. 
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denominations in the town.'" 
The Quakers had a tradition of itinerant preachers who travelled 

throughout Britain and lreland as well as the American colonies to 
support and enrich the small isolated communities of Quakers in 
different parts of the countryside. These charismatic figures held public 
meetings on a variety of social and religious issues including; the value 
of silent worship, the need to follow the great Teacher who is inwardly 
revealed, and their assumption that women were divinely authorised to 
preach. Records from both the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 
show that such encounters occurred in Cootehilh For example, Thomas 
Story visited Cootehill in 1716 and he stayed with Isaac Davenport, 
fellow Quake?'. He reported, 'We had two large meetings which were 
filled with many strangers there being great openness among the people, 
thereaway.'" In 1788, the Quakers of Cootehill teceived a visit from 
two English preachers, Deborah Darby and Ann Summerland. Job Scott 
visited from America in 1793 and in 1797 two other female Quakers 
arrived in town and addressed a large audience in Brennan's ballroom. 
These ladies encountered opposition from 'a druhkeh officer' and from 
a 'Priest' (Established Church)." 

The fact that Quakers recognised equality between the genders was 
another cause for alarm from both the state and other religious 
denominations which led to further intolerance of them. Visits by, 
female preachers to small towns like Cootehill obviously created quite 
a news item. The incident referred to above indicates the open hostility 
that sometimes resulted in such encounters. However, not all such visits 
by female preachers were marred by intolerance. In 1827 when 
Elizabeth Fry, the famous prison reformer, arrived in Cootehill during 
an Irish tour accompanied by her brother J.J. Gurney, she attracted a: 
large gathering of different religious persuasions." 

The site of the Quaker Meeting House and burial ground in 
Cootehill are clearly visible in the first edition of the Ordnance Survey 
six inch map in 1836. The Meeting House was certified as being a 
registered place for dissenters to meet together for religious worship at 
the Quarter Sessions of the Peace held at Cootehill on 28 March, 1848.= 
The Quaker community continued to meet at this site until 1900 when 
the Meeting House was finally closed and the property was sold to John 
Whitfield, a former member of the community, in 1924. 

Dublin Friends' Historical Library, notes entitled- Quakers in Cootehill by Ross 
Chapman. 
This house is possibly the site of the earliest Quaker Meeting House in Cootehill. 
Dublin Friends' Historical Library, notes entitled Quakers in Cootehill by Ross 
Chapman. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
Ulster ~ u o r t e r l ~  Meeting: Properties of Historic Interest, p. 62. 
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The Quaker community was never very large in Ireland and it has 
been estimated'that Quakers numbered fewer than one hundred in 
County Cavan. Despite this small number, their presence was felt in the 
area. As has been stated earlier, meetings had been established at a 
number of locations in the county including Cavan town, Belturbet, 
Mullyclougher (near Ballyhaise) and Cootehill (Fig. 2). However, it was 
only in the thriving market town of Cootehill that Quakers continued to 
meet and worship for over a century. The strength of the linen industry 
in Cootehill during the eighteenth century and the early decades of the 
nineteenth century was, no doubt, a major factor in the retention of a 
Quaker community in the town. A significant factor in the decline of 
Quakers in County Cavan was emigration, a reality affecting people of 
all religious persuasions in Ireland. 

Quakers emigrated to Pennsylvania in the United States. The state 
of Pennsylvania was founded by William PennZ6 and it became the main 
refuge for Quakers from the United Kingdom and Ireland fleeing 
persecution. Emigration occurred from the later decades of the 
seventeenth century to the middle of the eighteenth century. The 
principal reasons for emigration included religious persecution and 
economic depression. Quakers were only permitted to travel provided 
they had a Certificate of Removal from the committee of their local 
Monthly Meeting.= This certificate acted as a passport to the New 
World. It provided information on the holder's past good behaviour, - - 

marital status and membership of the Quaker community and it was 
presented to the committee of the new meeting wherever the person 
settled.z8 

The records reveal numerous examples of Quakers who left the 
Cootehill area and settled in Pennsylvania. One such person was Isaiah 
Mc Nees (Mc Niece) who arrived in Philadelphia on 24 July 1736. He 
carried with him a Certificate of Removal from Cootehill. The 
document states that Isaiah Mc Nice was a widower with a large family 
who had lived 'within the compass of our meeting these twenty years.'" 
The document was dated 2 Mo. 21, 1736 (21 February 1736). Jane 
Hinkson was another Quaker who emigrated from Cootehill in 1764. 
Her Certificate of Removal dated 5 Mo. 30, 1764 (30 May 1764) from 
the Men's Meeting at Cootehill states that she was the wife of John 
Hinkson. She was described as, 'a woman of easey, mild, modest 
26 William Penn's granddaughter Philadelphia Hannah Freame married .Thomas 

Dawson (Lord Cremorne) in 1770. They spent some time at Dawsongrove @artrey 
Casde) beside Cootehill. 

27 Quakers held separate monthly meetings for business and more frequent meetings 
for worship. 

28 Albert Cook Myer's book Immigration of Irish Quakers into Pennsylvania 1682- 
1750 (1902) contains many examples of Certificates of Removal. 

29 This reference was found using information from the above text on the following 
website: http://mernbers.tripod.com/-Al~Beagan~drumgoon.htrn 
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behavior, held in esteem by Friends and others; walked orderly during 
her residing here; was in unity with Friends when she left this (place).'3o 
It is evident from these sample documents that they were very important 
as a means of introduction for these new settlers to the New World. 
They acted as a testimonial for the immigrants and they also emphasise 
the strong control which local committees had oh their members?' 

Quakers also settled in other parts of the United States apart from 
the principal colony of Pennpylvania. Thomas and Robert Thombury 
from New Jersey were the sons of Robert Thombury who had manied 
Sarah Jackson in Cootehill in 1685. Thomas Thonbury was able to 
produce a Certificate of Transfer from Cootehill to Haddonfield, New 
Jersey.32 This is an early example of Quaker emigration from Cootehill 
to North America. In 1685, Cootehill was in a very early stage of its 
development and cannot have been much more than a small village. 

Emigration had a profound effect upon the Quaker population of 
Ireland and this is clearly evident in Cootehill. The eighteenth century 
witnessed numerous waves of emigration of Quakers to the New World. 
However, this pattern of emigration continued in the nineteenth century. 
The decline of the linen trade in this area plus the devastation witnessed 

30 bid. 
31 It is interesting to note that these references were located on a genealogy web site 

and were placed there by descendants of these pioneering Cootehill Quaker settlers 
in Pennsylvania. 

32 This information was taken from a website which included items on the Thornbury 
(Thornborough) family. 

Quaker Meetings in County Cavan 
in the late 17th Century 
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as a result of the Great Famine impacted greatly on the Cootehill area. 
Rev Randall Mc Collum paints a description of a Quaker community in 
decline in Cootehill in the aftermath of Great Famine. While describing 
the numerous religious denominations in the town, he comments as 
follows: 

'and what strikes the eye as a curiosity, on the side of a hill to 
the south of the town, is a deserted-looking Quaker meeting- 
house, the very look of which chills the soul. It is the only I 

Quaker place of worship in the County Cavan. The Qnakers of 
Cootehill are but few and far between; and as they are a 
'passive' kind of people, who neglect the ordinary means of 
perpetuating the peculiarities of their system, it is no wonder 
they do not thrive in County Cavan where their 'crochets' meet 
little sympathy with the native Irish or the Protestants. Their 
peculiarities of dress, manner and speech are giving way and 
the objectionable portions of their system will yield in the 
course of time and what is really valuable, their honesty, love 
of peace and business habits will survive and be respected by 
all impartial men.'-'.' 

This description helps to explain how Quakers were perceived by 
other citizens. Rev Mc Collum as a Presbyterian minister in the 
neighbouring town of Shercock was naturally suspicious of the Quaker 
community. The references to unusual dress habits, body language and 
speech styles indicate a community which to a large extent lived apart 
from the rest of society. A modern day visit to the Amish community in 
Pennsylvania might create similar impressions. Quakers did conform to 
a particular dress style, wearing simple, plain clothing. They also 
addressed each other in a certain manner using 'plain language'." 

Quakers lived in a tightly regulated community with meetings for 
worship and meetings for administration." .They were not permitted to 
marry anybody who was not a Quaker and they generally looked out for 
each other, the wealthier and more prosperous members helping out 
those in financial need. Quakers were forced to leave the fold, a process 
known as 'disownment', for a number of reasons including moral lapse, 
indebtedness and the payment of tithes. A dramatic incident appears in 
John Gamble's recollections of Cootehill in 1818. Mr Gamble visited 
Cootehill on a number of occasions and he describes how a Mr Simpson 
attacked and fatally shot a local land agent: 

33 R. Mc Collum. Skerches of the Highlands of Cavan (Belfast. 1856) p. 258. 
34 Richard Harrison, A biographical Dictionary of Irish Quakers (Cornwall, 1997) See 

Glossary. 
35 For a more detailed analysis of Friends meetings see Muriel Bell, 'Notes on the 

Quakers of Mid-Ulster' in Ulster Local Studies, VoI. 16, No. I ,  Summer 1994. 

'A man of the name of Mayne, the acting agent to several 
estates, proceeded to eject from his lands another of the name 
of Simpson, who lived a few miles from the town. This man, 
it is said, is, or at least had been a Quaker; but the Quakers 
deny this and assert that he hever did belong to their 
comm~nion."~ 

The story reveals that Simpson shot Mayne, who died a few days 
later from his wounds. The killer escaped and a manhunt was launched 
to find him. An interesting point about this story is that Mr Simpson 
was alleged to have been a Quaker. The fact that he hadn't paid his rent 
and that he had then proceeded to kilt the land agent would 
automatically have earned him 'disownment' by the Quakers. Another 
interesting observation about this report is that the Quakers denied that 
Simpson was a member of their community. The list of Quakers buried 
in the Quaker Fort in Cootehill contains a Joseph Simpson who died in 
1830 aged 70." He had resided in the townland of Crosslea in County 
Monaghan, which is situated along the Monaghan-Cavan border close 
to Cootehill. The farm was located off the old road between Cootehill 
and Drum and it formed part of the Dartrey estate whose agent was one 
of the Mayne family. 

A number of sources reinforce the idea that Friends lived a rather 
isolated lifestyle. There was a Quaker school on the Dartrey estate in the 
later part of the eighteenth century. It was erected by Lady Dartrey, 
Philadelphia Hannah Freame, grand-daughter of William Penn. She 
became the second wife of Thomas Dawson, Lord Cremome in 1770 
shortly after the death of his first wife. Rev. J. Burrows, tutor to Lord 
Cremome's son, who visited Dzwsongrove in 1773, wrote in his diary 
that Lady Dartrey had her own 'peculiar' school and that she examined 
the children who attended it once a week in the castle.'Tord Cremorne 
had also built a 'large handsome brick house for a school' on his estate 
and the children of his tenants received a free education there." It is 
interesting to note that Lady Dartrey came to live in the vicinity of 
Cootehill at a time when some Quakers were emigrating to the state her 
grandfather had founded. 

Later on, in the nineteenth century, the children of local Quaker 
families were educated at the Friends school in Lisburn."'Thus, from an 
36 John Gamble. Views of Sociery and Manners in the North of Ireland in a series of 

lerters wrinen in the year 1818 (London, 18 19)-p. I !?. 
37 Dublin Friends Historical Library, list entitled Burials in Coorehill since 1813 

compiled by Ross Chapman. 
38 National Libmy of Ireland. MS. 23.561. Diary of Rev. J. Burrows at Dawsongrove, 

1773, p.55. 
39 bid. 
40 Dublin Friends Historical Library, notes entitled Quakers in Coozehill by  Ross 

Chapman. 
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industry was already in progress. Historical records show that some of 
the earliest settlers in Cootehill were Quakers. 

Religious intolerance was widespread in the late seventeenth and 
early eighteenth centuries. The Book of Suffering contains an entry from 
Cootehill dated 1683 which reveals that the following people were fined 
for non payment of tithes; William Fayle paid with hay, corn and furze. 
Robert Unthank paid with corn and hay worth 81 shillings. Anthony 
Jackson had a cow worth 15 shillings taken from him along with hay, 
corn and flax and hemp to the value of 17 shillings and 4 pence. The 
list also includes Robert Wilton, Thomas Hutchinson, William Parker 
and Richard F a ~ l e . ~ ~  The resistance to tithe payment was widespread 
among the Quaker population. James Sympson became a Quaker in 
1711 after listening to some visiting Quaker preachers in Cootehill. He 
was imprisoned in Cavan gaol along with a fellow Quaker, Joshua Dale, 
for his testimony against tithes. The prisoners remained confined to 
gaol, 'through the severity of Hugh Reilly a popish tithe-taker under 
mtnel-Sneyd, Vicar-General of Kilmore and continued prisoner above 
a year'." Once again, in 1717, a record reveals the, 'release of Quaker 
prisoners at Cootehill who had been imprisoned for non-payment of 
tithes. They were released through the effoit of Friends. Both Sheriff 
and gaoler were civil and easy.'" 

Refusal to pay tithes continued until the Church of Ireland was 
disestablished in 1871. In 1819, the widow Whitfield had thirty-two 
hanks of yarn valued at 16 shillings confiscated from her in lieu of tithes 
to Rev. John Young, minister of Kill parish. Another entry shows that 
in 1826, James Creeth of Cootehill had confiscated from him sixteen 
yards of printed calico worth 10 shillings and 8 pence for a tithe demand 
of 8 shillings and 4 pence.49 

The fines imposed on some of the aforementioned help to throw 
light on their occupations. It is evident that at least one of the above 
Quakers was involved in the linen trade. A further co~ec t ion  between 
Quakers and the linen trade in Cootehill is Thomas Turner (b.1662), a 
Lurgan man who was employed by the 'Board of Trustees of the Linen 
and Hempen Manufacturers of Ireland' which had been established in 
1711. Mr Turner's role was to visit and instruct bleachers from Antrim 
to Cootehill and M ~ n a g h a n . ~ ~  He was described as 'an itinerant hemp 
and flax man' and he wrote a pamphlet in 1715 entitled New Methods of 
improving Flor and Flax seed and bleaching cloth. He undoubtedly 

46 Dublin Friends' Historical Library, notes entitled Quakers in Cootehill. 
47 T. Wight and J. Rutty, A History of the rise and progress of the people called 

Ouakers in Ireland 1653-1700 and later continued to 1751 (London, 1811) p. 312. 
48 PRONI, T106U47. 
49 Dublin Friends Historical Library, notes entitled Quakers in Cootehill. 
50 Richard S. Harrison. A Biographical Dictionary of lrish Qunkers (Comwall, 1997) 
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early age they only interacted with children of the same faith. Another 
document reveals that the children of Friends attended a Sunday school 
in Aughnacioy, County Tyrone prior to the erection of a Sunday school 
in Cootehill in 1876.41 The fact that Quakers refused to be buried in 
graveyards belonging to other Christian churches would also have 
reinforced a sense of isolation in the local community. They lived their 
lives apart from the general population and when they died, they were 
also buried apart from the other townspeople. 

A rare glimpse into the lifestyle of Friends can be gleaned from an 
account written by Ms Jane Tolerton in 1913 on her eightieth birthday. 
Ms Tolerton, who lived in Dublin, was the only child of Mary Creeth 
from Cootehill, the second wife of John Tolerton, a thread and tape 
manufacturer." She recorded a visit taken to Cootehill to see her 
relatives and to Grange in 1846 when she was only eleven years old. 
Despite the lack of detail on Cootehill itself, the account provides the 
reader with interesting insights into the social live of Friends in Ireland 
in the middle of the nineteenth century. It lists the route taken by the 
little group on 'an outside car' as they made their way north 'down 
Bridge Street' Cootehill and 'over the new bridge' to Grange Quarterly 
Meeting." Ms Tolerton describes the relations and acquaintances she 
met and she also describes the atmosphere at the 'crowded' Meeting 
H o ~ s e . ~  It is easy to see from this document how these important social 
occasions enabled small isolated groups of Quakers to survive in 
various locations around the country. 

Appendix 1 contains a list of Quaker surnames associated with 
Cootehill. Cootehill is the only location in either County Cavan or 
County Monaghan with a Quaker burial ground and it is possible to 
identify quite a signifcant list of families using burial records and other 
sources available in the Friends Libraries in Dublin and Lisburn. The 
author has identified over forty Quaker families with Cootehill 
associations dating from the late seventeenth century to the beginning of 
the twentieth century. The earliest settlers in the Cootehill area were 
involved in farming, trading and in linen production.@ Cootehill became 
one of the most successful brown linen markets in Ulster in the 
eighteenth century and a major part of this success was due to the linen 
workers who migrated from other parts of tbe province where the 

41 Dublin Friends Historical Library, notes entitled Cootehill Meeting Co. Cavan - 
Rough Notes. 

42 Richard Hanison. A Biographical Dictionary o f h h  Quakers (Comwall, 1997) p. 
97. 

43 Cootehill united with Grange (near Charlemont) Co. Srone in 1796 for Monthly 
Meetings. 

44 ~ublin'riends Historical Library, typed document entitled A Qunkers Quarterly 
Meeting (Sept.. 1913) by Jane Tolerton. 

45 W~Uiam Carter, A Short History of the Linen Trade 2 Vols. (Belfast. 1952) i, p.3. 
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made contact with other Quakers in the Cootehill area on his visits to the 
town. 

The Whitfields were a prominent Quaker family in Cootehill from 
an early date. The records show that William Whitfield was in this area 
in 1675. *he Whitfield family was involved in farming in Cootehill 
from the later decades of the seventeenth century until the early decades 
of the twentieth century. The Ulster Quarterly Meeting List of Members 
for the later part of the nineteenth century reveal that there were still a 
number of Whitfield families in the Cootehill Meeting. They resided on 
farms in the townlands of Knockatain, Killatee and Dounge. None of 
these families now survive in the Cootehill area. However, the 
farmstead of the Whitfield family of Knockatain is familiar to the 
author? The house is long since demolished but it was a well- 
constructed dwelling with a slate roof, numerous out buildings and a 
large fruit and vegetable garden indicating that the inhabitants were 
relatively prosperous. The property also possessed a 'flax hole' in a 
meadow adjacent to the house. The later is still evident and is proof that 
the family had been engaged in the production of flax and linen like 
most of their neighbours. 

A number of Quaker families were also townspeople and were thus 
involved in trade and commercial activity. Pigot's Directory of 1824 
includes several entries of such family names including Jebb, Creeth, 
Dawson and Tully. It is not possible to say with certainty that all these 
people were Quakers. However, certain family n p e s  such as Creeth 
and Jebb were probably Quakers as these names appear later on among 
the list of those buried in the burial ground and in other local Quaker 
records. The occupations of these people varied frorh Innhotel keeper 
to linen, muslin and calico warehouse owner to haberdasher to grocer 
and baker. Slater 's Directory of 1846 includes the name Tully as a baker 
and another of the same name as a grocer, Mitten .as an earthenware 
dealer and another of the same name as a grocer, Bouchier as a grocer, 
Creeth as a haberdasher and Jebb as an Inn keeper. This indicates 
continuity in certain occupations during the first half of the nineteenth 
century. 
. Further sources may be used to identify the presence of Quakers in 
the Cootehill area throughout the nineteenth century. These include 
Grifith's Valuation 1856 and later editions of the Commercial 
Directories such as Slaterk Directory and the Belfast and Province of 
Ulster Directory. For example, Slater's Directory of 1881 lists Isaac 
Chapman as an earthenware dealer and grocer and Ann Dawson as a 
haberdasher. The Belfast and Province of Ulster Directory of 1899 
contains an entry for W. J. Dawson of Eveline Terrace (no occupation 

51 My great grandfather purchased this farm early in the twentieth century and my 
mother was born there. The farm was known as the 'Quaker Whitfields.' 

given) and Isaac Chapman also of Eveline Terrace as ,m earthenware 
dealer. It also includes a Ms. Smith who was dso an earthenware dealer. 
She may possibly have been a Quaker as the name appears in the List of 
Members books around the end of the nineteenth century. The above 

f ) mentioned gentlemen were Quakers. 
Eveline Terrace was demolished in the early decades of the 

twentieth century. This row of houses w@ located at the lower end of 
Church Slreet, next to the entrance to the 'Quaker Fort'. It is possible 

h I that these houses were originally constructed for members of the Quaker 
community in Cootehill. However, by the end of the nineteenth century, 
the Quaker population had declined to such an extent that only two of 
these houses were still occupied by Quaker families. The Census of 
1901 reveals that both Isaac Chapman and William Dawson and his 
daughter Augusta still lived in Eveline Terrace. However, the Census of 
1911 shows no trace of either family, indicating that they had vacated 
their homes at that stage. There is no record of the aforenlentioned in 
tbe list of those buried in the 'Quaker Fort', so it must be assumed that 
they relocated to another Quaker community. 

William J: Dawson was a native of Cabragh, Aughnacloy, County 
Tyr0ne.5~ Perhaps he returned to his birthplace after leaving Cootehill. 
The census material for 1901 reveals that he was a house agent in 

I Cootehill. He was largely responsible for the consttuction of a Mission 
Hall and Caretaker's dwelling at the entrance to the avenue leading to 
the Meeting House. The front of the building contained a plaque with 
an inscription e g  Mr Dawson's name?' The hall was built in 1876 
by subscriptions along with a sum of money from the sale of Antrim 
Meeting House?4 The Mission Hall was built to provide a venue for 
lectures and to preach against the evils of alcohol and it also functioned 
as a Sunday school for the children of the town (Fig. 3). 

The Quaker Mission Hall reflected the new ideology of 
evangelisation which was becoming more acceptable to Quakers in 
general in the later half of the nineteenth century.55 The construction of 
the Mission Hall and caretaker's dwelling and the expenditure it 
entailed is evidence of the spirit of renewal of Cootehill's Quaker 
community. This is in stark contrast to Rev Mc Collum's bleak 

, description of the community in the 1850s as described above. 
However, the new premises were only utilised by the Quakers for 
approximately twenty years. Quaker meetings in Cootehill came to an 
abrupt end in 1900. A group of visiting Q@qs were unimpressed by 

I < 

52 Ulrter Quarterly Meeting- List of Members 1871 in Dublin Friends Historical 
Library. 

53 Unfortunately, this building was demolished c. 1992 as it had become unsafe. 
54 Ulster Quarterly Meeting- Zhuts, Propem-es etc. pp 62-3. 
55 Richard Harrison, A Biogmphical Dictionary of Irish Quakers (Cornwall, 1997) 
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the way in which the society was being conducted and they instructed 
that the meeting must cease. In a dramatic gesture, they took the key to 
the Meeting House with them when they left Cootehill. The Mission 
Hall and Caretaker's dwelling were sold to John Whitfield in 1903 for 
£100 and a rent of £1 per ann~m.'~ The remainder of the property was 
acquired by Mr Whitfield in 1924. 

Photographic evidence from 1929 shows the Meeting House in a 
state of dereliction with the windows partially boarded up and the roof 
in need of repair. The building was demolished soon after these 
photographs were taken.51 (Fig. 4) The Mission Hall was acquired by 
the Orange Order for a period of time and was then sold once again. It 
was ultimately purchased by Cavan County Council. The Druy family 
lived in the caretaker's residence for many years and after they vacated 
it, the entire structure was abandoned. It was demolished in 1992 to 
make way for dwelling houses for senior citizens along the approach to 
the housing estate in Drumaveil North. 

The burial ground continued in use during the fust half of the 
twentieth century. The last recorded burial there was of Mr David 
Evans, in the 195~0s.~~ The burial ground is now closed and has sadly 
been neglected for over half a century. All that remains of this once 
important and historic site is part of the approach-avenue and the fort 
itself, which contains the ruins of the Meeting House and some grave 
stones. Sadly, the ravages of time and local neglect have transformed 
what was once the only Quaker Meeting House and burial ground in 
counties Cavan and Monaghan into an overgrown wasteland. 

56 Ulster Quarterly Meetings- T m t s .  Properties etc. pp 62-63. 
57 These photographs were obtained from MI Ross Chapman. 
58 Information obtained from local residents. A funeral service was conducted at the 

home of the deceased and the burial then took place in the Quaker Fort. 

Quaker surnames associated with Cootehill 

Abell 
Adair 
Beevan 
Bouchier 
Brown 
Bum 
Chapman 
Cooke 
Creeth 
Dale 
Dawson 
Edmundson 
Evans 
Fayle 
Greene 
Hall 
Hewitt 
Hinkson 
Hobson 
Hutchinson 
Hutton 

Jebb 
Mc Niece (Idc Nice) 
Mitten 
Murray 
Parker 
pearson 
Pepper 
Sawyer 
Sirnpson 
Smith 
Thacker 
Thornbury 
Tull y 
Unthank 
Wallace 
Walpole 
Welsh (Walsh) 
Whitfield 
Wilton 
Wilson 
Jackson 
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FQUAKER NAMES IN COUNTY CAVAN & SURROUNDINGS 

ABELL, Jane 
ABELL, Richard 
ACTON, Isabel 
ALLEN, Elizabeth 
ALLEN, Hannah 
ALLEN, James 
ALLEN, Mary Ann 
ALLEN, Sarah Jane 
ATTCHISON, Ann 

BAILLIE, Mary Ann 82 
BARNES, Elizabeth 93 
BEATY, James 101 
BEATY, Jane 79,101, 103 
BEATY, Lettice 78,101 
BEATY, Mary A. 1 16 
BEAVAN, (BEVIN), Eleanor 107 
BEAVAN, Elizabeth 1 06 
BEAVAN, George 106 
BEAVAN, Joshua 74 
BEAVAN, Mary 106 
BEAVAN, Robert 106 
BEAVAN, William 69,77,107 
BELL, Alice 68 
BELL, Hannah 94 
BELL, John 40-48,51,52, 68, 70, 74, 95,121 ,I 39 
BELL, Mary 93 
BEVIN, Elizabeth 97 
BWiN, Mary 97 
BIRNEY, Thomas 95 
BOARDMAN, Isaac & Sarah 78 
BONNER, Mary Jane 110 
BOUCHIER, Anne 107 
BOUCHlER, Edward 107 
BOUCHIER, Mary 1 08 
BOUCHIER, Thomas 1 07 
BOULTON, Richard 93 
BRADDOCK, Thomas 69,70,74 
BROOKES, Mary 93 
BROOKS, Thomas 67,93 
BROWN, Jane 1 18 
BROWN, Robert 106 
BROWN, W. & M. 118 
BROWN, William 118 
BULLA, Timothy 115 
BULLFINCH, Jane 96 
BURN, Charles 1 07 
BURN, Mary 107 
BUTCHER, Mary 94 

CAHY, Philip 68 
CARAHER, James 96 
CARLETON, Deborah 122 
CARLETON, Elizabeth 122 
CARLETON, Joshua 1 22 
CARLETON, Rachel 1 22 



CARLTHORP, Robert 
CHANDLEY, John 
CHAPMAN, Anne 
CHAPMAN, lsaac 
CHAPMAN, fsabella 
CHAPMAN, Jacob 
CLAUGHTON, Abraham 
CLEG, John 
CLEG, Mary 
COLLISON, Abigail 
CONNELL, Charles 
COONEY, Celia 
CORLE-TT, Ruth 
CORNWELL, Francis 
CORRY, Margaret 
CORRY, Rebecca 
CORRY, Smith 
COX, John 
COYLE, Catherine 
COYLE, Charles 
COYLE, Elizabeth 
COYLE, Jane 
COYLE, Joseph 
COYLE, Mary 
COYLE, Peter 
COYLE, Rebekah 
COYLE, Terence 
COYLE, Thomas 
CREETH, Ann 
CREETH, Anne 
CREETH, Celia 
CREETH, Emily 
CREETH,  ranc cis 1 05 
CREETH, James 59,82,1-11,115,116,147 
CREETH, Jane 105,107, 111,115,116 
CREETH. John 105,111,115,116 
CREETH; Mary 103,105,111,115 
CREETH, Ruth 105,108,111,115,116 
CREETH, Samuel 105,111,115,116 
CREETH, Sarah Elizabeth 105 ,I 11 ,I 15,116 
CROOKE, Rebecca 1 06 

DALE, (DEALL), Ann 
DALE, Eleanor 
DALE, Eliza Jane 
DALE, Elizabeth 
DALE, Ellen 
DALE, Hugh 
DALE, James 
DALE, John 
DALE, Joseph 
DALE, Margaret 
DALE, Martha 
DALE, Sarah 
DAVENPORT, lsaac 
DAVENPORT, Mary 
DAVENPORT, Thomas 
DAWSON, Ann 



DAWSON, Edwina Matilda 87,88,119 
DAWSON, Isaac Chapman 87,105,111 ,I 1 9 
DAWSON, Jane Eveline 87,105,111 ,I 19 
DAWSON, Wilhelmina Mary 87,105 
DAWSON, William 104 
DAWSON, William John 83,84,86,88,89,111,117,119,163 
DEAL, (DEAL), Alice 94 
DEAL, Elizabeth 97 
DEAL, Joshua 54,77,93,100 
DEAL, Mary 93,97,98,99 
D m ,  Matthew 67,96 
DEAL, Ruth 94,100 
DEALL Samuel 55 
DUFF, Anne 1 08 
DUNCAN, William 115 

EDMUNDSON, John 
EDMUNDSON, William 
ELKINS, Elizabeth 
ENGLISH, Arabella 
ENGLISH, Archibald 
ENGLISH, John 
ENGLISH, Thomas 
EVANS, Ann 
EVANS, David 
EVANS, James Phillips 

FAIE, (FAYLE), Elizabeth 1 14 
FAILE, Richard 12,28-31,62,63,114 
FAIE, William 
FAIRBAIRN, Eliza 
FAYLE, Ann 
FAYLE, Hannah 
FAYLE, Mary 
FAYLE, Nehemiah 
FEAREN, John 
FERGUSON, Phebe 
FISHER, Charles 
FISHER, Margaret 
FOLLIOT, John 
FOORD, Rose 
FORBUS, John 
FRANCIS, Ruth 
FRED, Benjamin 
FRED, John 
FREEMAN, Elizabeth 
FREEMAN, John 
FREEMAN, Olivia 
FREEMAN, William 
FREEMAN, Francis 
FURNACE, John 

GEE (JAY), John 
GEE, George 
GEE, Elinor 
GEE, Jane 
GILL, Joseph 
GOLFIN, Mary 



GORDON, William 
GOUGH, Joseph 
GRAHAM, Jane 
GRAY, Miles 
GREEN, Abigail 6. 
GREER, Abigail 
GREER. Alice 
GREER~ John 
GREER, Rebecca 
GREER, Robert 
GREER, Sarah 
GREER, Susan 
GREER, Thomas 
GREER, William 
GREGG, Rachel 
GRIBBELL, Nicholas 

HALL, Anne 
HALL, H. 
HALL, William 
HANNAH, Sarah 
HARRIS, Mary 
HAYDOCK, lsaac 
HAYDOCK, Susanna 
HEATON, George 
HERON, William 
HETHERINGTON, William 
HEWIlT, Alice 
HINCKSON, Jane 
HIMCKSON, John 
HIMSHAW, John 
HOBSON, lsabella 
HOBSON, Lavinia 
HOBSON, Mary 
HODGSON, John 
HUTCHINSON, Janet 
HUTCHINSON, Thomas 
HUlTON, John 
HUlTON, Joseph 
HUlTON, Nehemiah 
HUlTON, Thomas 

JACKSON, Anthony 
JACKSON, Elinor 
JACKSON, lsaac 
JACKSON, lsabella 
JACKSON, John 
JACKSON, Mary 
JACKSON, Richard 
JACKSON, Robert 
JACKSON, Ruth 
JACKSON, Sarah 
JACKSON, William 
JACKSON, Thomas 
JAY (see GEE) 
JEBB, Ann Jane 
JEBB, MaryAnn 



JOHNSON, Alice 
JONES, John 
JONES, WiHiam 

KING, Abraham 
KING, Deborah 
KING, Elizabeth 
KING, James 
KING, John 
KING, Mary 
KING, Merrick 
KING, Richard 
KING, Samuel 

IANGTREE, Richard 
IANGTREE, Thomas 
IATIMER, Charles 
LODGE, Robert 
LOE, Thomas 
LOVE, Alice 
LOVE, James 
LOVE, John 
LOVE, Margaret 
LOWNDS, John 
LUNN, Mary 
LUNN, Thomas 

MACKIE, Benjamin 
MACKIE, Mary 
MACKIE, William 
MAGUIRE, Margaret 
MAINE, Robert 
MARSHALL, John 
MARSHALL, Mary 
MARSHALL, William 
MARTIN, Alexander 
MARTIN, James 
MARTIN, Joseph 
MARTIN, Sarah 
MARTIN, Thomas 
MARTIN, Wilson 
MASON, George 
MAYNE, Elizabeth 
M c C W N ,  Alexander 
McDONNELL, James 
McFADDEN, Jane 
McFADDEN, Sarah Jane 
McFARIAND, Robert 
McIAUGHLIN, Katherine 
McMAHON, Anna 
McMAHON, Maggie 
McNA68, William 
McNEESE, James 
McNEICE, Isaiah 
MERCER. Maw Ann 
MIDDLETON, ~ u b ~  (Whitfield) preface 
MILLER, Alexander 94 
MITTEN, (MITTON), Abigail 103,112 



ITTEN, Alexander 
ITTEN, Ann 
I ITTEN, Catherine 
ITTEN, Charlotte 
IITTEN, Elizabeth 
ITTEN, James 
IITTEN, Jane 
ITTEN, John 
ITEN,  Joseph 
ITTEN, Margaret 
IITTEN, Mary 
ITTEN, Phoebe 
IITTEN, Ruth 
ITTEN, Samuel 
IITTEN, Sarah 
OON, William 
IOORE, James 
OORE, Thomas 
ORRIS, Thomas 
ORRIS, William 
ORROW, Jane 
ORTON, Sarah 
URRAY, Catherine 
URRAY, John 

NEALE, William 
NEVILLE, Francis 
NICHOLSON, Elizabeth 
NICHOLSON, John 
NICHOLSON, Joseph 
NORTON, Katherine 

OUTON, Isabella 

PARKER, Margaret 
PARKER. William 
PARVIN, ' Marjorie 
PEARSON, Benjamin Mackie 1 12 
PEARSON, Elizabeth 112,115 
PEARSON, lsabella 112,115,116 
PEARSON, Jacob 104,108,112,116 
PEARSON, Joseph 115,116 
PEARSON, Mary Jane 112 
PENROSE, Daniel 80,81 ,I 21 
PEPPER, Mary 109 
PEPPER, Thomas 109 
PHILLIPS, Thomas 35,38,114 
PIDGEON, William 45,53,69 
PILLAR, Jane 1 00 
PIM, John 12,13 
POTTS, Emma L. 87,88 

RANSOM, Sarah 93 
RANSOM, Rebecca 68 
REDMOND, D. & M. 118 
REDMOND, Mary J. 118 
REED, Loughlin 73, 95 
REED, Patrick 50, 93,94,95 



REYNOLDS, Edward 114 
REYNOLDS, Patience 114 
RICH, Stephen 20 
RICHARDSON, George 46,49,68,69,70,71,74,93,121 
RICHARDSON, Isaac 97 
ROBERTS, Mary 95 
ROBINSON, Joseph 92 
RUSSELL, Joseph 96 

SAFTLAW, Elizabeth 92 
SAVAGE, John 12 
SCOTT, May Harvey 1 05 
SHEPHERD, Benjamin 96 
SHEPHERD, John 57,97,122 
SIMMONS, William. 92 
SIMPSON, Ann 95 
SIMPSON, Benjamin 78,122 
SIMPSON, Catherine 1 08 
SIMPSON, Ellen 1 08 
SIMPSON, James 16,73,77,78 
SIMPSON, Joseph 78,106J161 
SIMPSON, Joseph (Sydney) 87 
SIMPSON, Robert 
SIMPSON; William 
SMITH, Eleanor 
SMITH, John 
SMITH, Margaret 
SMITH, Martha 
SMITH, Mary 
SMITH, Rachel 
SMITH, Robert 
SMITH, Samuel 
SMITH, Thomas E. 
SMITH, William 
SMYTH, Alexander 
SMYTH, Elizabeth 
SMYTH, James 
SMYTH, John 
SMYTH, Margaret 
SMYTH, Mary 
SMYTH, Rachel 
SMYTH, Samuel 
SMYTH, William 
SMYTH, William Henry 
STARKEY, Catherine 
STARKEY, Nicholas 
STARKEY, Rachel 
STARKEY, Sarah 
STARKEY, Susanna 
STARR, Elizabeth 
STARR, lsaac 
STARR', James 
STARR, Jeremiah 
STARR, John 
STARR, John Jun. 
STARR, Mary 
STARR, Moses 
STARR, Susanna 



STEVENSON, John 
STEVENSON, Mary 
STORY, John 
SUTCLIFF, Abraham 
SUTCLIFF, Ann 
SUTCLIFF, John 
SUTCLIFF, Mary 

THACKER, Ann 
THOMPSON, James 
THOMPSON, Jane 
THOMPSON, John 
THORNBURGH, Judith 
THORNBURGH, Robert 
THORNBURGH. Thomas 
THORNTON, ~obert  
THORNTON, Sarah 
TOLERTON, John 
TREANOR, William 
TREANOR, Catherine 
TREANOR, James 
TREANOR, Jane 
TULLY, Elizabeth 
TURNER, Thomas 

UNMANK, Hannah 
UNTHANK, Margaret 
UNTHANK, Robert 
UNTHANK, Samuel 

VINCH, Margaret 
VOGAN, James 
VOGAN, M. 
VOGAN, Mary J. 
VOGAN, W. 81 M, 
VOGAN, M. 

WALLACE, Benjamin 
WALLACE, Elizabeth 
WALLACE, George 
WALLACE, Jane 
WALLACE, John 
WALPOLE, Elizabeth 
WALPOLE, John 
WARDELL, Robert 
WARREN, Elizabeth 
WARREN, Margaret 
WARREN, Thomas 
WATSON, Martha 
WATSON, Samuel 
WEBB, Eliza 
WELCH, Charles 
WETHERALD, Hannat 
WETHERALD, William 
WETHERALL, George 
WETHERALL, John 
WETHERALL, Joseph 
WETHERALL, Richard 

Jane 115 
115 
1 03 

1 00 
97,98 

78, 



WETHERALL, William 97 
WHITEHEAD, Isabelle 63 
WHITESIDE, Susanna 95 
WHITFIELD, Ann 113 
WHITFIELD, Ann Jane 110 
WHITFIELD, Anna 116,117,119 
WHITFIELD, Anne 105,107,108,115,120 
WHITFIELD, Annie 87 
WHITFIELD, Benjamin 110 
WHITFIELD, Eleanor 59 
WHITFIELD, Eliza 117 
WHITFIELD, Elizabeth 108,110,117,118,119 
WHITFIELD, George 107 
WHITFIELD, Hannah 108,116 
WHITFIELD, Helen Prisc~lla 105,113,117,118,119 
WHITFIELD, Isaac 101,107,113,117,118,119 
WHITFIELD, lsabella 110 
WHITFIELD, Jacob 59,108,1 17,118,119 
WHITFIELD, James 107,110 
WHITFIELD, Jane 110 
WHITFIELD, John 59,79,82,87,90,101,103-110,113,715-119,121,129 
WHITFIELD, John Henry 83,105,l 13,l 16,l 17,119 
WHITFIELD, Joseph 110 
WHITFIELD, Margaret 110 
WHITFIELD, Martha Harriet 109 
WHITFIELD, Mary 104,110,117 
WHITFIELD, Rebecca 82,105,108,110 
WHITFIELD, Rebecca Susan 87,110,113,118,119 
WHITFIELD, Ruth 82,117 
WHITFIELD, Ruth Emma 108,113 
WHITFIELD, SJ, 11 7 
WHITFIELD, Samuel 108,110,l 17 
WHITFIELD, Sarah 107,110 
WHITFIELD, Sarah Jane 87,109,110,117,118,119 
WHITFIELD, Susan 110,117,118,119 
WHITFIELD, Susanna 1 03,110,113 
WHITFIELD, Thomas 1 03,107 
WHITFIELD, Thomas Irwin 109 
WHITFIELD, William 108,110 
WILLIAMS, Eleanor 101 
WILSON, Ann 95,104 
WILSON, John 32,33,62,104,114 
WILSON, Lettis 114 
WILSON, Margaret 1 07 
WILSON, Mary 92 
WILSON, Thomas 95 
WINSLOW, James 84,118 
WINSLOW, M. 118 
WINTER, William 62 
WOODS, Mary 1 00 
WRIGHT, Catherine 1 06 



INDEX OF NAMES OTHER THAN QUAKERS 

ADAMS, Austin & Noelene 91 ,I 29 
ALEXANDER, Judge 30 
ALLEN & HALPIN 90,91 
ALLEN, Richard 72 
ARVELL, Michael 69 
ASH, Dillon 69,72 
ATKINSON, Michael 41 

BARCROFT, Ambrose, priest 25,28,33 
BARKER, Thomas 48 
BARROW, Robert, Colonel 23 
BRADY, Bryon 49 
BRADY, Owen 33 
BRADY, Patrick 32 
BRADY, Walter 30 
BRYERLY, Daniel 47 
BRYON, Daniel 47 
BURROWS, J. Rev. 161 

CALDWELL, John 33 
CASSIDY, Patrick 151 
CAUGHEY (KEOGHIE), Farrelt 47,49,52 
CHARLETON, John 49,53 
COLLINS, William 69 
CONNELL, Thomas 31 
COOT, Charles 71,151,122,159 
COOT, Judge 71 
COOTE, Thomas 12,122 
CORRY, Isaiah 71 
COZBY, 7 

DARTREY, Lady 
DAWSON, Thomas 
DAVIS, John 
DAVIS, Joseph 
DILLON, Luke 
DONOGHOE, James 
DOVEY, Pat rick 
DOWNES, Dives, priest 
DUNN, John, Captain 

ENGIER, John 31 

FARE, John 41 
FENWICK, Ralph 23 
FERGUSON, Annie 88 
FLODDY, Charles 55 
FREAME, Hannah 161 
FRENCH, Matthew, provost Belturbet 30,33 
FRENCH, Richard 32 

GAMBLE, John 161 
GILCHRIST, Daniel 44,49 
GILL, Alexander 28 
GLANDOONE, Patrick 47 
GOUGH, 23 



GRAY, Adam 44 

HAMMERSLY, Thomas 1 22 
HANWAY, Hugh 32 
HARDY, M.D. 101 
HAWTHORNE, Isaac 42 
HERDMAN, John 4573 
HOLLAND, John, Deputy Soverign 29 
HORNER, Roger 49 
HOURICAN, James 66 

JOHNSTON, Alexander 32 
JOLLY, Dr. - 5435 

KEMPSTON, Nicholas, Capt. 1 5 7 22,23,25 
KENNEDY, Judge 3 i  
KEOGHIE see CAUGHEY 
KNOWLES, Jacob 26,28 

LATHAM, Gerald 24 
LEE, Michael priest 55 
LILBURNE, Robert 24 
LOWN, Robert 39 
LUCAS, Edward 69 
LUDLOW, Edmund Major-Gen. 24 
LYNSY, James 39,52 
LYNSY, John 42 

MACMAGHAN, Art 33 
MACMAGHAN, Coullough 31 
MALLON, Patrick 50,51,53 
MARSH, Mary, Bishop's wife 33 
MAXWELL, James 39,42 
MAXWELL, Robert 40,43 
MAXWELL, William 
MAYNE, land agent 
McCABE, Ross Moore 
McCABE, Edmund 
McCABE, Patrick 
McCOLLUM, Randall, Rev. 
McCORMECK, Henry 
McKEE, Eliza 
McKERNAN, Hugh 
McNACOUGH, Patrick 
McNOLTY, John 
MEATHAM, Major 
MEREDITH, Charles, Col. 
MITCHELL, John 
MOOR, Major 
MOORE, William 
MULHALLAN, John 

NEWGENT, Robert 
NEWGENT, Matthew 

O'CONNELLY, William 
O'REIUY, A.B. & DOWN 
O'REILLY, Phelimy 



O'REiLLY, Hugh 

PHILLIPS, Capt 
PORTROSSE, Thomas 
POVEY, Judge 
PRESTON, Nathaniel 

REILLY, Brian 
REILLY, Denis 
REILLY, James 
REILLY, John 
REILLY, Owen 
REILLY, Thomas 
RICHARDSON, John, priest 
ROBINSON, priest 
ROUOUGH, Thomas 
ROSS, Robert 

SCOTT, Tom 
SHEERAN, John 
SHERIDAN, Daniel 
SHERIDAN, Owen 
SHERWOOD, Thomas 
SINGLETON, priest 
SMITH, Phelimy 
SNOOKES, Robert 
SPICER, George, Judge 

THORNTON, Thomas 
TUIT, James 
TUIT, Thomas 
TYRREL, James 

WADE, Charles 
WADE, Thomas 
WAtDRUM, Henry 
WALLWOOD, priest 
WATSON, John 
WEARE, Andrew 
WEAVER, Richard 
WEST, Richard, Provost 
WESTMEATH, Earl of 
WHIllENHALL, Chancellor 
WILDMAN, Richard 
WILSON. Phil i~ 
WITNEL-SN~D, Vicar-General of Kilmore I62 

YOUNG, John Rev. 162 



INDEX OF PLACE-NAMES IN COUNTY CAVAN & SURROUNDINGS 

Spelling is arbitrary 

ACHNlMULLlN 46 
ANNAHORA 112 
ANNALIFFE 25 
ASHFIELD 1 06,l 07 

BALLY HAYS 8-1 1 ,I 7,61,68 and others 
BALLY NEAB 97 
BELTURBET 2-6, 17,23,29,30, and others 
BENAGH 1 06 
BILLIS 97 
BRONCHLIES 1 08 

CAMPTOWN 
CAPPAGH 
CARRALI N 
CASTLEBLANEY 
CASTLECORR 
CASTLESHANE 
CAVAN 
CLENISH 
CLONES 
COHAW 
CONNALLIS 
COOTHlLL 
CORABEE 
CORATOBER 
CORRIHORY 
CROM 
CROSSLEA 

DAWSONGROVE 
DERNlMOlLE 
DERRIES 
DREMOHILL 
DRUMAVALE 
DRUMCAIN 
DRUMGOON 
DRUMGOORY 
DRUMLANE 
DRUMSWARD 
DRUMUCHAL 
DRUMURRY 
DRUMYERKIN 
DUNG 

l,5,6, 10-1 7, 22, 24 and others 
1 22 
1 1  
1 O3,l 06-1 O8,ll2, 1 1  5 
1 07 
1 1 ,I 6, 17,45,53,59 and others 
97,107 
54,97 
1 08 
38 
106,108 

ENNlSKlLLEN 38 
ERRlTlES 1 06 
EVELINE TERRACE 163 

FI NAG H 2,11 
FIVEAVECK 106 

GALONE 31,72 



KEESHANIN 
KIMDUFF 

MENALIN 
MONAGHAN 
MOUNT NUGENT 
MULLANCLOGHER 

OLDCASTLE 

POTTLEBOY 
POTTLEREAGH 

TEEVANEE 
TESSAMORE 
TRINITY ISLAND 
TUUYGARVEY 

URNEY 

8,9,15,17,23,32,39,44-49 and others 


