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SYSTEM

ACCORDING TO WHICH

THE GENERAL VALUATION OF IRELAND,

UNDER THE 6 & 7 WILL. IV. c. 84,

IS CARRIED INTO EFFECT.
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Tue difference between the valuation of land as adopted by the Com-
missioner, and the actual letting value, is about 25 per cent. under
the full rent value, but very near to that of many of the large landed
Proprietors of Ireland; so that, by adding one-third to any amount set
forth in the Field Book, the full rent value of such lot or holding may
be arrived at.

According to the Act, one-third of the amount of the value of all
buildings is deducted previously to their insertion in valuators’ books ;
consequently, to determine the full value of any house or building, one-
half is to be added to the amount given.

With a knowledge of these facts, there can be no difficulty in using
the General Valuation as a groundwork by which proprietors can arrive
at the letting value of their estates.

In the districts of the Counties of Antrim, Derry, Tyrone, Armagh,
and Down, in which the Linen Manufacture prevails, the rent value
of land is higher, in proportion to the General Valuation, than usual,
owing to the industrious habits of the people, and the extensive
cultivation and manufacture of Flax. This commercial value, which
amounts to about 2s. 6d. in the pound, was not taken into considera-
tion, because flax is not included in the Schedule of Agricultural
Commodities contained in the Act, the basis of local taxation for
County Assessments being founded on those kinds of agricultural pro-
duce which are equally cultivated in all parts of the county.

In the County of Roscommon the Commissioner’s Valuation is, on an
average, not more than 124 per cent. under the letting rents ; this is
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chiefly owing to the injurious system which prevails of burning the up-
land soils, for the purpose of raising crops without the aid of ordinary
manure, or even lime, which is abundant in the county. Hence, the
land, though intrinsically of equal value with Westmeath and Longford
on the east side of the Shannon, does not bmng so high a'rent, and
yet the people are not 5o well off as those in Westmeath .and Long-
ford, s e

The intention of the Legislature in passing the General Valuation
Act was, that a valuation of.the lands of I:&id should be made on a
uniform principle and scale qf prices for agricultural produce ; so as
to insure that theizelative value of lands within any county, though
ascertained at different periods (and also, that the relative value of
the lands of different”and distant counties, though ascertained at dif-
ferent and distant periods), should be the same.

To effect this object, the Legislature determined that the following
seale of prices of agricultural produce shall be considered as the stan-
dard for the valuation of Ireland; and all valuations must be given as
if the standard prices were the prices. of the several kinds of agricul-

tural produce at the time the valuation was made. i

SCALE OF PRICES PER HUNDRE "WEIGHT OF ONE HUNDRED AND
¢ TWELVE POUNDS.

& td, 2
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In examining the land to ascertain the value of each lot, the utmost
care has been taken; the depth of the soil and quality of the subsoil
of the entire townland has been ascertained by digging, and not by
the appearance of the crop. In the pasture land, the quality of the
herbage has been particularly attended to. All local circumstances
tending to increase the value of the land, such as vicinity to cities or
towns, lmmstone quarries, sea manure or turbary, good roads, shelter
from injurious winds, have been most carefully taken into account ;
and proper allowance made for elevation, steepness, exposure to in-
jurious winds, varieties of soll occurring in small paj.(}hes in the same
field, ill-shaped fields, bad fences and roads, &e. &e.
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