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DETUR DIGNISSIMO.

Here prefent the world withi the Life of Dr.
Swift: a man, whofe original genius, and un-
common talents, have raifed him, in the general
eftimation, above all the Writers of the age. But,
from caufes to be hereafter explained, lns charaéter
as a man, has hitherto been very problematical ;
nor fhall I find it eafy, notwithftanding the moft
convincing proofs, to perfuade mankind, that one
who flourifhed in the beginning of this century, in
times of great corruption, thould afford in himfclf
a pattern of fuch. perfcc"t virtue, as was rarely to be
found in- the annals of the ancient Republic of
Rome, when virtue was the mode.  Yetif it can
be thewn that even at this day, when corruption
feems to have arrived at its utmoft pitch, when
proftitution is openly avowed, and public fpirit
turned into a jeft : if in fuch times as thefe, i face
" Romuli, there lives a man fully equal to Swift in
all the moral virtues attributed to him ; the im-
- probability of the exiftence of fuch a charaller at
a former period, will be much leflened. In the
following hiftory SwirT has been reprefented zs a
man of the moft difinterefted principles, regardlefs
of felf, and conftantly employed in doing good to
others. In alts of charity and liberality, in pro~
portlon to his means, perhaps without an equal,
in his days. A warm champion in the caufe of
liberty, and fupport of the Linglith Conftitution,
A A firm



A firm Patriot, in whi(lapding all attempis aguinft
his country, cither by oppreflion, or corruption ;
and indefatigable pointing out, and encouragiug
the means to render hee flate more fourithing.  Or
incorruptible integrity, inviolable truth, and f{tea-
dincis in friendthip, Utterly free from vice, and
living in the cenftant difcharge of all Moral and
Chriftian duties. If, in thefe times, there {hould
be found a man refembling him in all thefe points,
it is fit the memorial of him, together with that of
his immortal compeer, thould be handed down to
Jateft pofterity : and that fuch a one does exift, will
be acknowledged by all who have ever heard the
univerfally revered name of Sir GEORGE SaviLe,

To him, therefore, is the following Life of a
eongenial Patriot infcribed by 3ts Author 5 who has
fong admired his character, and been well acquainted
with his worth, though a ftranger to his perfon.

POSTSCRIEIEDPT.

THE above was committed te the Prefs fome weeks
before the much-lamented death of the excellent man,
to whom it was addrefled 5 but the publicasion has by
fome accidents been deferred till now,  That the Au-
thor had no interefted view 1in his choice of a Patron
(though he muft ever regret the occafion) he has now
an opportunity of fhewing, by letting the above Dedi-
eation remain in it’s original ftate, and thus confecra-
ting to the memory of the dead, that tribute of praife,.
fo juftly due to the living.

INTRO-



INTRODUCTION.

OTwiTHSTANDING the feveral nttempts to
gratify the curiofity of the world, in deli-
neating the Life and Charalter of the immortal
Swift, yet hitherto little fatisfactory has been pro-
duced - on that fubject.  The different, and often
oppofite lights in which he has been {hewn by the
feveral Writers, have occafioned an egund diverfity
of judgments in their feveral readers, according to
their various prepofiefiions ; and even the moft can-
did are too often left in a ftate of doubt, through
the want of having the truth laid before them fup-
ported by f{uflicient proofs.

Perhaps there never was a man whofe true cha-
racter has been f{o little known, or whofle condudt
- at 2]l times, even from his firft fetting out in life,
has B’een fo mifreprefented to the world, as his.
This was owing to feveral caufes which wiil be Laid
open in the following Work.  But the chief fource
of “all the erroneous opiniens entertained of him,
arofe from Swift himfelf, on account of fome fin-
gularities in his charadter, which at all times ex-
pofed him to the thafts of covy and mulice, while
he employed no other {hield in his defence, but that
of conicious integrity.

- Hehad, carly in life, from canfes to be hereafter
explained, imbibed fucha ftrong hatred to hynocrify,
that he fell into the oppofite extreme ; and o mor-
tal cver took more pains to difplay his good gualis
Az t1cs




INTRODUCTIO\?

ties, and appear in the beft light to the worid, thm
he did to conceal his, or even to put on the fem-
blance of their conrraries,

This humour affeéted his whole condudt, as well
s the more important daties, as in the commop
oifices of life.

Though a man of great picty, and true religion,
vet he Larcfull}' fliunned all oftentation of 1t: as an:
inflance of which, it is well known that during his
refidence in London, not bcing called upon by any
duty to officiate publickly in his clerieal capacity, he
was feldom feen at church at the wival hours that
pretenders to rehigton fhew themelves there; but
be was a conflant attendant on early prayers, and a
frequent partaker of carly Sacraments,

Though generous and charitable in his natore to
the higheft degree, he fecmed to part with money [o
reluctantly, and Ipoke fo much about wconomy,
that he pafied for avaricious, and hard-hearted.

His very civilities bore the appearance of rude-
nefs, and his finett compliments were conveyed un-
der the difguile of fatyr.

.ord Bolingbrcke, who knew him well, in two
words, fummed up his character in this refpedt, by
faying, that Swift was u dypacrite reverfed.

In Mhort, he always 1ppea;ed to the world n a
satk, which he never took off but in the company
of his moft intimate friends: and as the world can
judge enly by appearances, no wonder they were o
much miftaken in the ideas formed of him.

When we confider that the time in which e

mede the chief figure in life, was a feafon wherein

faction




INTRODUCTION,

faltion raged with the greateft violence ; that he was
looked upon as the principal champion of the Tory
caufe, and therefore was the common butt at which
all the Writers an the Whig fide levellcd their fhafts;
there will be no occafion to wonder, that out of the
many calumnics poured out againft bhim, {ome of
them fhould ftick., Thefe were indeed fo nume-
rous, that we are told by himfelf, that in the {pace
of not many ycars, upwards: of a thonfand Iam-
phlets and Papers were written profefledly againtt
him ; to which he never deigned to give an anfiver,
nor endeavoured to wipe off any afperfion thrown
on him. Thus by the former part of his charaer,
juft laid open, he afforded his eneinies fuflicicnt
ground-work on which to raife what {uperfiruQure
of calumny they pleafed, and as no defence was
made, it was daily fuffered to increafe,  For he had
very unwifely laid it down as a maxim, * To act
uprightly, and pay no regard to the OPH]!.OII of the
world *,”

Thus, while he was admired, efteemed, beloved,
beyond any man of his time, by his particular {riends,
not only on account of lis {uperior talents, but his
pre-eminence in every kind of virtue; he was en-
vied, feared, and hated by his encmies, wha con-
filted of a whole yirulent faltion to a man. And
when we take in the general appetite for {tandal,
and the fpirit of envy in the bulk of mankind, which
delights in the humiliation of an exalted character

* Mifs Vanhomrigh, in one of her letters to him, bas the ﬁ)]‘fl“;ﬂg

P1ﬂ'age “ You, once had a maxim, which was—To a"'t wiah was
;1331 , and not mind what the world would fay.’
3 we
A v



INTRODUCTION.

we fhall not be {furprifed, that even among his own
party, he found few advocates Lo vindicate his fame;
and that he had no other fupport in this torrent of
abufe, but the confciontnes of his own re&titude,
and thennalterableattachmentof hisintimate friends:
among which number he counld count fucli as werc
moft cminent in thofe days, both for talents and
virtue,

In this ftate Swift continpad *till the death of the
Queen ; admired by all as a geniuns, detetted by moit
as 2 mzn,  All the world now knows, upon that
event, with, what implicable malice the Whigs
purfued their antagonilts, as foon as they had got
. all power into their hands.  This fpirit raged ftill
more violently in Ireland, than in England; the
efiedls of which Swift fenlibly felt on retiring to his

eanery.  The il name he had obtained in Lon-
don, folicwed him to Dublin; where he was the
objelt of general hatred for fome years.  But when,
iin procefs of time, his true character came to be
known, and his cxemplary conduct gave the lic to
the grofs mifreprcfen_tatior)'s that had been made of
himm 5 when his {pirit of patriotifm broke forth into
action, and faved his country from threatened ruin;
when it was feen that the great object of his life
was to promote public good ; that in the difcharge
of all moral and religions dntics, he had no fupe~
ricur; in the choice and extent of his charities,
perhaps no equal; he obtained fuch a degree of
public favour, as no man in that country had ever
reached.  Praife was united to his name, admira-
tion and affection to his perfon 3 and this jult tribute

way




INTRODUCTION.

was ever after paid to bim during his life, and to
his memory after his deceafe; till 2 certain Author
arofe, bent upon fullying his fair fame, who, open-
ing the channels of calumny, long covered over by
time, and raking 1in them with a _friendly induilry,
once more brought their foul contents to light. Nor
was it an enemy that did this, but one who pro-
fefled himflf Swift’s friend, and who was during
his lifc-time,” his greateft flatterer; I mcan John
Earl of Orrery.

The eruel manner in which he has treated the
memory of his_friend Swift, as his Lordthip in the
courfe of the work often affe@ts to call him, had
fomething fo furpriling in it, that people werc at a
lofs how to account for it, except by fuppofing it to
proceed from {ome uncommon degree of malevo-
lence in his Lordihip’s nature. But though he can-
not be wholly cleared from an imputation cf that
fort, yctl am perfuaded that his chief motive to it
~was not quite of fo black a die.  His father Lad, in
his will, bequeathed his library from him ; and this
circumitance made the world conclude that he
looked upon his fon as a blockhead. This flung
the young man to the quick ; and we muy for iow
deep an impreﬁion it made on him, by the accousn
he gives of itin one of his letters to his fon. It fecms
to have been the chicf object of his life afterwards,
to wipe away this ftigma, and convinee the world of
the injaftice done him, by publithing feme W ork
that might do him ceedit asa Wiriter,  Confuious of
his want of genius to produce any thing original, he
applicd himfelf diligently toa 'I'ranilation of Pliny’s

Ag Letters ;



INTRODUCTION.

Letters ; but he was fo long about this tafk, and put;
it into fo many hands to correct it that Melmoth’s
-eXcelicnt tranilation of the famne Work, flipped into
the world before his, and foreftalled this avenue to
fame.  Vexed at this difoppointment, he lovked
out for fome other way by which he might acquire
literary reputation, and he found no ficld o fuited
to his talents, as that of criticiim ; fince, to make
a figurc there, required neither genius, nor deep
learning : and therefore he might, with eafe, arrive
at the title of a #rue critic, as defcribed in the Tale
of a Tub, Of whom it had been remnarked, ¢¢ That
a true critic 1s a fort of mechanick fet up with a
ftock and tools for his trade, at as little expence as
a taylor.”  But Swift denies this pofition~< [or,
(ﬁxys he) on the contrary, nothing 1s more certain,
that it requires greater layings out to be free of the
critics company, than that of any other you can
name.  For, asto be a true beggar, it will coft the
richeft candidate every groat he is worth ; {o, be-
fore onc can commence a frue critic, it will coft a .
man zll the good qualities of his mind : which, per-
haps, for a lefs purchafe, would be thaught but an
indiffcrent bargain,”  As his Lordihip bas fairly
paid the purcl'iafe, it would be hard if he fhould
be denied the title,
"The bufinefs now was, to find out a proper fub-
jedt on which to exercife his talents in that way,
As there never had becen publithed any Hiitory of
Swift's Life, he thought nothing could excite ge-
- neral curiofity more than fome account of that ex-
tracrdinary man, It is true he was fupplied with

but




INTRODUCTION.

but fcanty materials for fuch a Work ; for though
he had lived a fhort time in fome degree of inti-
macy with Swift, yet it was only in the latter part
of his life, when he was declined into the vale of
years, when his faculties were impaired, when his
temper, foured by difappointments, and his {pirits
funk by continual attacks of a oruel diforder, made
as great a change in his mind, as in his outward
forin, fo that little of his former {elf remained, To
draw his charactcr at length, from obfervations mmade
at fuch a period, was the height of injuftice; and
yet his Lordthip had no opportunity of knowing
any thing of the brighter part of his days, but from
common report.  For, as Swift was the laft man
in the world to talk much of himf{elf, his Lordthip’s
acquaintance with him furnithed him with no ma-
terials of that fort; he therefore had recourfe ta
common fame, which, as I have before thewn, had
been always bufy in calumniating that great man;
and with a cruel induftry he colleted und revived
all the reports which had formerly been {pread to
his difadvantage, His Lordihip's chicf view in nub-
lithing this Work, being to acquire celebrity as an
Author—

bomintom volitare per ora—.
in order to obtain this end, he knew that faryr was
morc likely to procure a rapid fle to the book, than
panegyrick.  All regard thercfore to truth, juftice,
honour, and humanity, was to be facrificed, when-
ever they came in competition with this great cnd.
The event did credit to his Lordthip’s fagacity,
for the Work had a rapid fule, and foor: ran through
& variety
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a variety of editions. This wis owing to feveral
caufes. The Whigs were then a grest majority of
the nation, and in poileffion of all the power.
Though their animofity againft theie of the oppo-
fitc party had (omewhat fubfided, vet was it far
from being wholly extinguithed. They had always
entertained an nnplicable hatred to Swift, as the
great champion of the other fide; which was not
extinguifhed by his death, as in the cafe of others,
becauic his immortal Works {hill continued a living
war ag.inil thic bide meafures they purfued.  It'was
with delight therefore they read overa Work, which
painted him in the fime colours, in which they had
always endeavoured to repredent him.  “the bulk
of wankind, ﬁnding that the accounts there given,
coincided with the general prejudices founded on
COMILON f,ﬁ_me, veacily received them os true.  And
shat {pint of envy, an inmate in the breaits of moft
men, which delights in feeing thofe of {uperior ta-
Ients degraded, and brought down more to a level
vith thr.um,lvc,s, wes highly gratified by the pern-
fa) of that book. INor was 1t the leatt coufe of an
extenlive fale, that it was written by a Lerd ;o thing
forare jn latter times ! Wonder, uinally accompa-

izd by o bad tafte, looks out only for vwhat is un-
common ; and 1f a Work comes abroad under the
name of a Threther, a Bricklayer, or a Lord, it is
fure to be eagerly fought after by the miilion.

To thefe, and fismilar caufes, was owing the fa-
vourable reception this book met with ; which, in
iticlt, centains hittle that could be mmmved of by
men of true tafte. What rd.xt\,s to Swln s Life, from
the feantinefs of his muterials, does act wahe up a

fixth
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INTRODUCTION.,

fixth portion of the whole. The greater part of the
remainder, confifts of ufelefs or invidious criticiims
on his Works, Yet all this not being fuflicient to
mzke up a ju/f volame, (according to the bookfel-
Jers phrafe) le has eked it out from his common-~
place book, in order to fhew his learning, by intro-
ducing feveral differtations, foreign to the fubject in
hand : fuch as thofe on Mudnefs, Idiotifm; Cha-
racters of Homer, Ariftotle ; of Ramus, Scotns, and
Aquinas; of Epicurus, Defcartes, and Gaflendi.
Remarks upon the Writings of Lord Bacon, Mil-
ton, Harrington, Algernen Sidney, Lord Clarendon,
Dr. Sprat, Sir William Temple, Addifon, Lord
Bolingbroke, &¢. with many other impertinencies.
- Notlong after the publication of this Work, there
came out an Acfwer toit, under the title of ¢ Qb-
fervations on Lord Orrery's Remarks on the Life
and Writings of Dr. Swilt, afterwards known to be
written by Dr. Delany @ who, from an early and
Tong intinacy with the Dean, was able to refute moft
of the facts, upon which his Lordihip grounded his
obfervations, by producing uncontrevertible proofs to
the contrary.  Yet, though this book was written
with great {pirit, and carried the evidence of truth
with it; as it was an anonymous puincatiz;n, it
was little attended to, except by thofz who withed
well to the memory of the Dean.  Befides, truth is
not the object fought after by thole, who are defirous
of remaining in an error. Swift hewan obfervation
on this head which will be found w be generally
true. ¢ The ill talent of the world is fuch, that
thofe who will be 2t pains cnough to inform them-
felves in & tmalicious ftory, will take none at 21l ta

be



INTRODUCTION.

bz undeceived ; nay, will be apt with fome reluc-
tance to admit a favourable truth.” This obférvation
was never more {trongly verified than in the cafe before
us; for, while the book which calumniated Swift's
chayacter, and endeavoured to deprecizte his talents,
though poorly written, went througha great number
of editions ; the fingle one of the Anfwer, incom-
parably fuperior in every thingwhich can recommend
Writings of that kind, 111 remaius unfold.

But whatever favourable reception this book met
wiih in England, never did I know {uch a univerfal
indignation as was excited in all ranks of people,
by the publication of it in Ireland. They were the
only proper judges of his charaéter, who had an op~
portunity of knowing his condudt, during a refi-
dence of fo many years.  If they admired him for
his genius, they almoft adored him for his virtues.
In bis public capacity, he was one of the truelt Pa-
triots that ever lived ; and for the maay umportant
fervices he did his country, he was haled by the
general voice pater patrie.  In his private Jife, of
the {trictelt morals ; and in the ditcharge of his cle-
rical duties, of exemplary piety. His charities were
boundi-fs, and the whole byfinefs of his life was,
doing good. As party animofities had long before
fubfided, be had few cnemies left; and even thofe
few, when their hatred, together with their fear,
had been buried in his grave, joined in doing all
juftice to his memory.  Ta calumniate the charac-
ter of fuch 2 man, was thought little lefs than facti-
lege ; and the rage of the people was fuch, that it
vented itfelf even on the poor printer of the Work,
who became for a long time the objet of public

3 odium.



INTRODUCTION.
odiom. It was happy for his Lordhip that he did

not paya vifit to that countryduring the ferment, for
he would, moft affuredly, have been grofsly infulted
by the populace, and avoided byall of a ﬁip_crior rank.

Dr. Delany’s Anfwer was followed by another
from Deane Swift, Efq. As it came from a near
refation of the Dean’s, it, at firft, excited fome ex-
pectation ; which was {von fucceeded by difappoint-

- ment, and the Work configned to oblivion. Where
let it reft. '

" On the publication of a new edition of Swift's
Works, the proprictors applicd to Dr. Hawkfworth
to write his Lifc, He was an Author of no fmail
eminence ; a man of clear judginent, and great can-
dour. Hequicklydifcerned the truth from the falfe~
hood ; wiped away many of the afperfions that had
been thrown on Swift’s charalter ; and placed it, (o
far as he went, in its proper light.  But 25 he had

- no new materials of his own, and was cenfined to
fuch only as were contained in former publications,
the view he has given of his life is very imperfect ;
many of the moft important articles are omitted,
and others (i1l left in a very doubtful ftate.

The laft Writer who has given any account of
Swift, is Dr. Johnfon. Who feems to have undee-
taken this tatk, rather from the ncceflity he was
under of taking forae notice of him in the courfe
of his Biographical Hiftory of the Englith Pocts,
‘than from choice. Hc has prefented s only with
a. fhort sbitradt of what he found in Dr. Hawk(-
‘worth, for which he makes the following apology.
< An accountof Dr. Swift has been already colle@ed
with great diligence and acutencfs, by Dr. Hawk{.

worth,

T .



INTRODUCTION,

wortl, according to a fcheme which I Liid before.
him in she intimacy of our friendthip. I cannot
therefore be expetted to fay much of a life, con-
cerning which I had long fince communicated mmy
thouglits, toa man capable of dignitying his narra-
tion, with {o much clegance of language, and force
of fentiment.”  Accordingly he has produced little
new on the fubject, except fome obfervations of his
own, which are far from being fivourable to the
chara@er of Swift. It is inuch to be lamented, that
amau of his great abilities, did not choofe to follow
his friend Hawkiworth in the paths of juft and
cendid eriticifm, inftead of affociating himielf with
F.ord Orrery to the band of #ruecritics.  Of which
body he has fhewn himfelf no unworthy member,
not on this occafion only, but in the many fevere
firictures paffed on the Lives and Writings of fome
of the greateft geniuies this country has predueed ;
to the no fmall indignaiion of thedr feveral admirers,
and to the great regret of the Doflor's own.  As
this Work is more likely to be gencrally read than
any of the others ; both on account of the great re-
putation of the Author, and as it will of courfe
prefent itlelf to the eyes of zll who fhall go through
bis collection of Lives, [ fhall hereatier take an op-
portunity ‘of making fome comments upon th(_)fc
paflages, which tend to depreciate and mifreprefent
the charaler of {o great a man.

Thefe feveral publications, which place the Life
and Character of Swift in very ditferent, and often
oppofite points of light, have occafioned great di-
verlity tn the judgments formed of them by the
world, according to the different degrees of preju-

e




INTRODUCTION,

dice, or candour, in their feveral readers. But as
the fale of the firft Effay on this fubje, written by
-Lofd'Orrcry,_ was infinitely fuperior to that of all the
others put together, the prepofieflions in favour of
the accounts delivered by him, bave, for reafons
already afligned, made too deep an impreffion on the
bulk of mankind, to be calily erafed. 1 have be-
fore taken notice of the-fcantinefs of his materials,
which yet he has not ranged in any regular order;
and which confift chiefly of detached ta&ls, and
unconneted Anecdotes, fo that there is no appear-
ance of a whole. The portrait he has drawn of
him, puts one in mind of certain paintings to be
feen at the optician’s in St. Paul’s church-yard,
where we behold fome feattered and diftorted fea-
tures, covered with blotches of various colours, fo
that we cannot difcover what it is intended to re-
prefent : 'till, by the application of a cylindrical
mirrour, we are furprifed too fec ftart forth a face of
the finefl proportioned features, and moft beautiful
complexion. By fuch an application of the mirrour
of truth [ hope to fhew Swift in a imilar light.

I have long withed for leifure to fet about this
tatk, which a iife {pent in a variety of laborious oc-
cupations has hitherto prevented. And even now [
am obliged to {ufpend purfuits of more advan-
tageous kind with rcgﬁrd to myfzlf, in order to ac-
complifh it. But, reflecting, at this advanced period
of life,on thenearapproachesof cldage, which might
foon difgualify me from carrying my delign into
exccution, I determined to poftpone all other confi-
derations, that might ftand in the way of an objuit
I have had fo much at heart.  The love { had to

his.
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his perfon, and the reverence in which I was taugh,
from my earhieft days, to hold his charaer, and
with which I had an opportunity of being well ac-
quainted, on account of the long intimacy fubfifting
between him and my father ; and, above all, the
means I have in my power of refcuing his good name
from the afperfions thrown on it by foulmouthed
calumny, haye made me think it an indifpenfible
duty, no longer to delay doing juftice to his memory.

From the above acknowiedgement of my early
prepofleffions in his favour, it may be thought thae
I thall prove not an unprejudiced hiftorian : but,
though T am confcious to myfelf that I {hall nevee
be guilty of any wilful mifreprefentations, I know
too well how little weight all profeflions of impar-
tiality carry with them on fuch occafions, to trou-
ble the reader with any. I defire no credit to be
given to affertions or vpinions not fupported by the
moft convincing proofs: which therefore, in all
difputable points, I Liope I fhall be indulged in pro-
ducing at fult length. And I doubt not but that
the difplay of Swift’s true charaéter and conduét in
life, though to the confufion of his maligners, and
difappointment of the cnvious and malevolent, will
give great fatisfaction to all good minds; as it is of
moment to the general caufe of religion and morulity,
to make it appear, that the greatelt Genius of the
age, was, at the fame time, a man of the truelt piety,
and moft exalted virtue. '

THE
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SECTION L

O\ WIFT was defcended from an ancient family in

Yotkthire, of no fmall pote, and confiderable
property. He was of the younger branch *. His
grandfather, the Revd. Thomas Swift, was pofieffed of
a good eftate, and was diftinguifhed above any man of
his ftation in life, for his attachment to Charles I. and
the {ufferings he underwent in fupport of the royal caufe,
by which his fortune was entirely ruined. Ile had ten

fons, and three daughters. Five of Lis fons went to
- feek their fortune in Ireland: the fourth of whom, Jo-
nathan, was father to the famous Dr. Swift.  He had
‘married Mrs. Abigail Erick, defcended from an ancient
family of that name ip Leicefterfhire, but with little or

no fortune, He died young, in about two years after
his marriage, {even moaths before the birth of his only

- fon; and as he was but juit beginning the world, left

his widow in very diftreffed circumitances.

* For farther particulars of Swift’s family, vid. Appendix,

B Jona-
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Jowaruaw Swirr, afrerwards the celebrated Dean
of St. Patrick’s, was born on the soth of November
1667, in Hoey’s-court, Dublin.  When he was but a
year old, he was, without the knowledge of his mother
or relations, [tolen away by his nurfe, and carricd to
Whitehaven ; which place the was under a neceflity of
vifiting, on account of the illnefs of a relation, from
whom fhe cxpected a legacy; and, as is ufual among
Trith nurfes, fhe bore fuch an affc@ion w the child,
that fhe could nat think of going withour him., There
he continued for almoft theee vears; and fhe took fuch
care of himn, that he had learned to fpell, and could
read any chapter in-the Bible before he was five years
old. '

At the age of fix he was fent to the fchoo! of Kil-
kenny; and at fourteen admitted into the Univerfity of
Dublin.  The expence of his cducation being defrayed
by his uncle Godwin Swift, the eldelt of the brothers
who had {fettled in Ireland, He was a lawyer of great
eminence, and had made conliderable fums of money,
which were for the moft part iquandered away in idle
projects. By means of which, foon after his nephew
had catered the College, he found himfelf involved in
great difficulties; and being father of a numerous off-
fpring by four wives, he was vnder a nceeflity of rea
ducing the ftipend allowed to his nephew for his fup-
port at the Univerlity, as low as poffible. The real
fituation of Godwin’s affairs not being thén known to
the world, and as he was looked upon to be much the
richelt of the family, Swift’s other relations feemed at
that time to think that their aid was not at all necef-
fary; o that he was obliged to make the beft fhift hLe
could, with the wretched allowance that his uncle gave
him. Thus was one of the moft afpiring and liberal
minds in the world, early checked and confined, by the

: narrownc(s
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narrowne(s of his circumftances ; with this hitter dggra-
vation to a generous {pirit, that the foall pirtance afe
forded by his uncle, feemed to hin, from the manner
in which it was given, rather as an alms doled out for
charity, than an alt of beneficence due frain fo near a
reldtion; who was {fuppofed by him, as well as by the
reft of the world, to be in circumftances that mighe
have afforded a much more liberal ftipend, without
prejudice to his own family.,  Under this load did the
{piric of Swift groan for the fpace of near feven years
that he refided in the College of Dublin; which made
fo deep an imprefiion on him, that he never afterwards
could think with patience of his uncle Godwin, nor
could heartily forgive the negleft fhewn him during
thac time by his other relztions.

The unealy ftuation of mind which 4 young man of
high fpirtt mult have been in, under fuch circum-
ftances, produced confequences likely to prove de-
firufive of his future fortuncs, lor, in fuch a fate,
he could not bear to give the neceflary application to
fome of the morc dry parts of the academick ftudies, for
which he had indeed natvrally no great relith; buot pal-
fed his ame chiefly in reading books of hiffary and
poetry ; which were betrer fuited to his tafte, and
more calculated to rehieve the troubles of his mind,
In confequence of this, when the time came for his tax
king the degree of Bachelor of Arts, he was ttopped,
as he himfelf exprefles it, for dulnels and inluficiency,
It is w0 be fuppofed chat the word dullnefs was on this
occafion ufed by Swift jocolely, as the caufe atiigned for
ftopping any perfon of a degree, is anfwering badly in
any branch of literature appointed fer that paroicular
exarnination ; which does not neccffarily imply dalle
rets, as it may as well proceed from adlenels. But in
Swift's cafc it was rather to be imputed o contwmucy,

B 2 tha
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than cither the one or the other,  For the fact is, theee
was one branch of the examinatien, on which the great-
ell ftrefs was laid 1a thofe days, in which he could not
be fuid to anfwer badly, for he did not attempt to an-
fwer at all.  This account T had. from his own lips.
e told me that he had made many efforts, upon his
entering the College, to read fome of the old treatifes
on logic writ by Smeglefius, Keckermannus, Burgerf-
dicius, &¢. and thar ke never had patience to go-
through shrce pages of any of them, he was fo di-
gufted at the fbupidity of the work.,  When be was ur-
ocd by his tutor to make himfelf mafter of this branch,
then 1o high eftimagion, and held effencially neceflary
to the takine of 2 degree; Swift afled him, what it
was he was to learn from thole books? Tlis turor told.
hime, the ast of reafoning,  Swift fatd that he found no
want of avy fuch art; that he could reafon very well
without it; and that as far as he could obfurve, they
wio had made the greatelt proficiency in logic, had,
iaficad of the arr of realoning, acquired the art of
wrangling; and inftead of clearing up oblcurities,
bad learacd how ro perplex matters that were clear
enough before.  Lor his awn part, he was contented
with that portien of reafon which God had given L,
and he would leave 1t to time and experience to
fivengrben and diredt 1t properlys nor would he run
the ritk of having it warped or falfely biafled, by any.
fyftem of rules Laid down by fuch ftupid wrirers; of
the bad effedls of which he had Dot too many examples
before his eyes, 1n thoie reckoned the moft acute logi-
cians.  And accordingly he made a firm rdfolution that
he never would read any of thofe books, Which he fo
pertinacioviiy adhered to, that though he was ftopped
of his degree the fir[t time of fitting for 1t, on account
of bhis nov anfwering in that branch, he went inte
the
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the hall a fecond time, as ill prepared in that refped
as before; and would alfo have been ftopped a fecond
time, on the fame account, if the intereft of his fricads,
~ who well knew the inflexibility of his temper, had nov
ftepped in, and obtained it for him; though tna man-
ner litdde to his-credit, as it was inferted in the Col-
lege Regiftry, that he obtained it fpeciali gratia, by
ipecial favour; where it ftill remains upon record.

In going through the ufual forms of difputation for
his degree, he told me he was vrterly unacquainted
even with the logical terms, and anfwered the argu-
ments of his opponents in his own manner, which the
Prolror put into proper form.  There was one circum-
ftance in the account which he gave of this, thac fur-
prifed me with regard to his memory; for he told me
the feveral queftions on which he difputed, and repeated
all the argouments ufed by his opponents in fyllogittick
form, together with his anfwers.

He remained in the College near thiee years after
“this, not through choice, but neceflity; little known
or regarded. By fcholars he was cfteemed a block-
head; and as the lownefs of his circumitances would
not permit him to keep company of an equal rank with
himfelf, vpon an equal footing, he fcorned to take up
with thofe of a lower clals, or to be obliged to thole
of a higher. He lived therefore much alone, and his
time was employed in purfuing his courfc of reading in
~ hiftory and poetry, then very unfathionable ftudies for
- an academick ; or in gloomy meditations on his ua-
happy circumitances. Yer, under this heavy preflure,
‘the force of his genius broke out, in the firft rude drafte
of the Tale of a T'ub, wrirten by him at the age of
nineteen, though commuaicated to no-body but his
chamber-fellow Mr, Waryng ; who, after the publica-
gion of the book, made no feruple to declare that he
' B3 had
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had read the firlt fkeech of it in Swift's band-writing,
when Le was of taar age.

Soan after this, his uncle Godwin was feized with a
fethargy, which rendered him incipable of bulinefs;
and then it was that the broken ftate of his affairs was
made public,  Swift now loft even the poor fupport
that hie had before; but his uncle William fupplied the
place of Godwin to hima, though not in a more enlar-
ged way, which could nat be expected from his cir-
cumftances; yet with fo much betrer a grace, as fome-
what lightened the burden of dependance, and engaged
Swift’s gratitude afterwards, who diflinguithed him by
the ttle of the Lelt of his relations,  }e had no ex-
pectation however of receiving any thing more from
bim than what was ablolutely neceflary for his fup-
port; and his chief bupes now for any thing beyond
that, refted in his coufin Willoughby Swift, eldeft fon
of his uncle Godwin, a confiderable merchant ar Lif-
bon. Nor was he d}i'\ppomr_cd m his expeflations,
For, foon after the wcconnt of his fathsr’s vnhappy G-
tuation had reached Willoughby Swift at Lifbon, he,
reflecting that his coufin Jonathan’s deftitute condition
demanded immediate relicf, fept him a prefent of 3
larger fum than ever Jonathan had been matter of in
his life Lefore.  This fupply arrived at a critical junce
gure ; when Swift, without a penny in his purft, was
defpondingly looking out of his chambe_r window, ta |
gape away the tnue, and happened te caft his eye upon
w4 {ea-faring man, who {feemed to be making enquiries’
after fome body’s chambers.  The thought immedi-
%m*.]f.r ‘came iiito Swift’s head, that this might be fomg
mafter of a vellel who was the bearer of a prefent ta
him from his coulin ac Lifbon. e faw him enter the
building with plezling L\'pt‘&atlon and foon after heard
@ rap at his duorJ which he eagerly opening, was acs

cofled
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toftéd by the failor with~-¢“Is your name Jonathan
Swift ?” Yes!  Why then | have fomething for you
~ from Mafter Willoughby Swift of Lithon.”” He then
drew out a large leathern bag, and poured out the con-
tents, which were filver cobs, upon the table. Swift,
enraptured at the fight, in the firft tranfports of his
heart, puthed over a large number of them, without
reckoning, tothe failor, as a reward for his trouble;
but the honeft tar declined taking any, faying that he
would do more than that for good Mafter Willoughby.
This was the firft time that bw1f‘t s difpofition was tried
with regard to the management of money; and he faid
that the reflection of his conftant fufferings through
the want of it, made him hufband it fo wr:ll that he
was never afterwards without fome in his purfe,

Soon after this, upon the breaking out of che war i
Treland, Swift determined to leave that kingdom, and
to vifit his mother ar Leicefter, in order to confult with
her upon his futere plan of life.

‘Such was the opening of this great man’s life; and
from fuch a beginning, who could at that time have
imagined that fuch mighty things were to enfuc 7 He
was now in his one-and-twenueth-year; unqualified for
any profeflion but that of the church; 1n which he had
no profpeét of fucceeding from intercft; and the dif-
graceful manner of his taking his degree, was a firong
bar to any hopes on the fcore of merit. He had made
no advances in any of the ufeful ftudics necefiary to
put a young man forward in the world; the recluferefs
.of his life had rendered him lictle known; and a tem-
per naturally [plenetic, fowered by the mifery of his fi-
tuation, did not qualify him much for making perfo-
nal friends. How unpromifing were the profpets of
fuch a man, juft entering inro the world, under fuch
gircumftar ces ! And yer it is to thofe very circum-
' B4 {tances,
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ftances, probably, that the world owes, ¢ Swiff; to the
want of money, want of learning, want of friends,
Whoever is acquainted at all with the life and writings
of Swift, muflt fee that he had an uncommon fhare of
fpirit and fire in his conftitution. Such, as had it not
been kept under during the heat of youth, would pro-
bably have precipitated him into fome extravagant
courfes., Nothing lefs than the lownefs of his circum-
ftances fram his birth, could have kept that fire from
burltine our; nothing lefs than the galling yole of de-
pendance, could have reftrained thar proud {piric within
due bounds. His poverty and his pride were two ex-
ccllent guards fet aver him, during that moft danger-
ous time of life, to {ix and keep him in a courfe of
virtue. The one debarred him from excefles in the
pleafureable gratification of youth, which money ouly
can procure ; the other, kept Wim from endeavouring
to obtain from the purfe of others, by mean com-
pliances, any pleafures that he could not purchaft from
his own fund. Thos, neceffarily fixed in a courfe of
temperance, the practice of other moral duties became
eafy to himi.  And indeed there was no flaw to be found
in his moral character, during his refidence in the Col-
lege, however low his parts might be rated.

Thus far I have thewn the benefits which were pro-
bably derived to him from his want of fortune. I fhall
now fhew what advantages it is likely he derived from
want of learcing. _ '

Had Swift met with fufficient cncouragement to ap-
ply himfelf to the learning of the times; had his fitua-
tion in the College been rendered cafy to him, fo that
he might have purfued his ftudies with an undifturbed
mind ; had his emulation been rouzed in fuch a way as
to make him enter into a competition with thofe of his
own ftanding ; 1t is highly probable, from the greatnefs

of
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of his parts, that he would have thrown all competitors
at a diftance. And in that cale, he might have acqui-
red a fondnefs for thofe ftudies by which he obtained
~ fame, however dilagreeable they might have been to
him at firt. He might have proved the foremoft Lo-
gician, Meraphyfictan, or Mathematician of his time;
he might have paft his life, like fome of the mol} emi-
-pent of his fellow ftudents, in ufelefs fpeculations; and
inftead of writing a Laputa, he might himfelf have been
. guahﬁcd for a profeﬁ‘orfhlp in the acadcmy of that airy
l‘egzon.
. Let us only fuppofe Swift to have been a diftinguifls.
ed {cholar in the Univerfity, and we may reafonably
foppofe alio, that, circumftanced as he was, his friends
would have made him fit for a fellowthip there, as the
fureft and belt provifion for any one {o educated, Or
elle, encouraged by the hopeful expefations raifed
from the diftingutthed figure he made in the College,
they would have pufhed all their intereit to have gotten
him fome fmall preferment in the Church., In either
of which cales, the Swift of tbe world might have been
Joft in a Univerfity Monk, or a Country Vicar. On
the other,hand, the difgrace thrown on him in the Col.
lege, deprived him of all hopes of preferment, and
rendered his friends fo cold to his intereft, that he had
no expeltations of future fupport, but by changing the
fcene to another country ; where only there was a field
Jarge enough for the exertion of thofe high talents,
which yet in a great mealure lay dormant in him,
. And with refpect to the third article, the want of
friends ; had it not been for that circumftance, he would
not have been under a necelfity of going to feek for
new ones, in another country; and he might probably
pever have fallen into the hands of that particular
[rlend who was perhaps the only onc living, capable of
forming
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forming his mind to thofe great things which he after-

-ayards executed.

It was in the year 1688 that Swift left Ircland;
he was then in his one-and-twenticth year, Sup-
pole him landed in a country where he was utterly
unknown, and without recommendatory lecters that
might introduce him to the acquaintance, or procure
him the afMiftance of any one in that ¢country, with re-
gard to any future plan of life, Let us flop a while,
and furvey the future. Swift, fetting out on foot from
Chefter, in order to go to a mother, who was utterly in-
capable of affording him the leaft affitance, as the her-
{felf was chiefly fupported by prefenss and contribu-
tions from her relations, One can hardly imagine a
fituation more hopelefs with regard to externals; and
with refpect to his own internal powers, he had vet gi- -
ven no proofs of thofe, which would not rather occa.
fion defpondency in his relations, than raife in them
any hopes of his being able to pulh his own way in the
world. And indeed at that junéture perhaps there
were few living lefs qualified than he to do any thing

. for his own fupport,

"The world was all before him where to choofe
His place of reft, and Providence his guide.

And be feems indeed to have been then under the
inunediate gut-lance of Providerce; for, hopelefs as
the end of {uch a journey mig).t at that time thave ap-
peared, it proved in fact the ineans of all his future
greatnefs. :

After a refidence of fome months with his mother,
he laid before her the uncomfortablenefs of his prefent
fituation, and the gloominefs of his future profpeéts;
requelling her advice what courfe he fhould purfue.
She clearly faw chat her fon’s cafe required the affift-

ancg
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ence of {ome powerful friend, and the unforrunare can
feldom number fuch among their acquaintance. She
recollected however that Sir William Temple’s Fady
was her relaiion; and that there had been a long inti-
smacy between Sir John Temple, facher to Sir Wllllarn,
and the family of the Swifts in Ireland ; fhe knew alfo
that a coulin German of her fon’s, the Revd. Thomas
Swift, had been Chaplain to Sir William Temple, and
had been provided for by him in the Church, on the
fcore of family conneftions. She recommended it
therefore to her fon to go to Sir Williain, and make
his cafe known to him.

. However grating [uch an application mighr be 1o the
proud Ipirit of Swift, yer, as it was his only refource,
he followed his mother’s advice, and {oon afterwards
prefented himfelf ro Sir William Temple at * Shene,
requefting his advice and aflitance. Sir William was
a man of too much goodnefs and humanity, not to take
compaflion on a young man born an orphan, withour
" fortune, diftreffed from his cradle, and without friends
or intereft to pufh him forward in life; who at the fame
time had a double claim to his favour, as related by
blood to a.wife for whom he had the higheit honour
and affeftion; and as the offspring of a family wich
whom his father had lived in the clofeft ties of friend-
fhip. He accordingly received him cheerfully inta his
houfe, and treated him with that holpitable kindnefs,
which family conneftions, and what was ftill more to
a generous mind, his unfortunate firuation demanded
of him. Butyet we do not find, for a long time, that
his kindefs to him was encreafed from motives of per-

® Sir William Temple’s own place of refidence was a feat which he
bad purchafed, called Moor-Park, ncar Farnham in Surrey ; betat
the time of the Revolution, as Moor-Park grew unfafe by lying in the
way of both armies, Sir William went back to his houfe at Shenc,
which he had given up to hjs fon,
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fonal regard, on a nearcr acquaintance with him, It
is probable that Sir William early founded his depth of
knowledge, and cxamined into the progrefs he had
made in his ftudies; which was far fromn being 1o great
as might have been expected from his courfe of educa-
tion, and rime of life. "The firlt good office that Sir
William could de him, therefore, was to put him into
a courfe of rcading, in order that he might redeem lofk
wme.  Accordingly we find, that Swift, during his re-
fidence with Sir Wiiliam, applied himfelf with great
affiduity to his ftudies; in which, for the fpace of cight
years, he was employed, by his own account, at Jeaft
eight hours a day, with bur few intermifliens. The
firlt of thele was occafioned by an ilinefs, which he at-
rributed to a furfeit of fruir, that brought on 2 cold-
nefs of ftomach, and giddinefs of head, which purfued
him more or lefs during the remainder of his life,  Af-
ger two years reflidence at Moor-Park, to which place
he had removed with Sir William when the troubles
were ended, bis ftate of health was fo bad, that he was
advifed by phyficians to try the efledls of his pative air,
towards reftoring it.  In purfuance of this advice he
revifited ITreland; but finding himfelf prowing worle
there, he foon retorned to Moor-Park; where, vpon
the abatement of his illnefs, he renewed his applica-

tion to his ftudies.
1t does not appear that Sir William Temple Lknew
any thing of the value of his young guelt, cill about
this time; and Swife himfelf fays that it was then he
began fo grow ints fome confidence with bim,  The little
progrefs Swift had made in learning at his firft arrival
at Shene, muft have given Sir William but a mean opi-
nion of his capacity; and the [ew things which he
wrote during his firlt two years refidence with him,
could have given him no very high idea of his genius,
: For
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For Swift had at that time fo far miftaken his talents,
that he tried his ftrength only in Pindarick Odes; in
which, though there appeared fonie vigour of mind,
and efforts of an uncommon genius, yet it was appa-
rent that it was vigour improperly exerted, and the ef-
forts of a genius mifapplied. The fentiments were
ftrained and crowded; and the numbers irregular and
harth ®*. How then [hall we account for the fudden
change of Sir William’s fentiments towards him? It
could not be on account of his progrefs in literature,
for he had not had time enough to ttand highly in the
_opinion of fo diftinguifhed a fcholar as Sir William was,
on that fcore.  And indeed, wich all his afliduity, itis
probable that he had not then fo far recovered lofl time,
as to be malter of the learning which his ftanding re-
quired. The molft probable conjeture is, that Swife
had, at his leifure, revifed and corrected his Tale of a
Tub, which was fketched out by him in the College,
25 was before mentioned, and now firlt (hewed it to Sir
William. A work, bearing fich a ftamp of original
genius, muft, in 2 man of Sir William Temple’s de-
licate talte, and nice difcernment, have at once raifed
the author into a high place in his efteem, and made
him look upon him afterwards with very different eyes.
Accordingly we find that, about this period, he trufted
him with matters of grdat importance.  He introduced
him to King William, and fuffered him to be prefent
at fome of their conferences . He employed him in

a coin-

* Two of thele Odes, as being the firft that have appeared of his
poetical writings, are p]aced, on that account culy, at the head of the
firft volume of his poems.

+ Sir William had been Ambaador and Mediator of a penern
peace at Nimeguen before the Revolution. In this charalier he con-
valted a clofe intimacy with the Prince of Orange; who, after he had
altended the Englifh thione, frequently vifited hiny at Shene, and took

. i hiz
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a commiffion of confequence to the King, when he
was unable to attend him himfelf, which required dex-
terity, and knowledge in the Iliftory of kngland.
And above all, he confulted him conilantly, and em-
ployed him in the revifal and correétion of his own
works.

In this fituation Swift continued, ikl apglying clofely
to his ftudies till the year 1692, when he went to Ox-
ford in order to take his Malter’s degree¢; to which he
was admitred on the sth of July 1692,

From his delaying {o long to take this degree, it may
be concluded that Swift was determined to prepare
himfelf for it in fuch a way, as mightdo hum credit in
the eyes of the Univerliry, in order to wipe off the dif-
grace of the former,  And we may judge that his pro-
grels in academick Rudics had been very {mall, when
it required four years application before he thought
himfelf qualified to appear at Oxford with that view,
Nor can there be any other reafon aflfigned for his not
having done it fooner, as he was of fuflicient fanding
to have applied for his Maficr’s degree in the firlt year
of his refidence at Moor-Park, From the fatsfaétion
he exprefles at the behaviour of the Univerfry of Ox-
ford, and the civilitics he met with there, it is probable
that he was not undiftinguifhed as a {cholar ; and that
he found the firlt end he propofed by his ftudies, fully
anfwered.
his advice in affairs of the utmoil importance,  Sir Willlam heing thea
tame of the gout, fubitituted Swift to artend his Magefty in his walks.
round the gardens; who admitied bim to fuch fumiliarity, that he
fheed bim how to cut afparagus in the Duwch fafhion; and once
offered to make him a Catain of Horfe,  Bue Swiit appears to have
fixed Lis mind very early on an ecelefiaflical life; andir is cherefore
prabable that upon declring this offer, e sbrained a promife of
preferment in the Church; {or, in aletter to his oncle William, dated
1692, he fuys,—<¢ I am net w take orders *all the King gives me a3
Probend,”?

Yrom
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From Oxford he paid a vifit to his mocher, and then
returned to Moor-Park. Not with a defign of continu-
ing there, for he now wanted to enter 1nto the world,
‘but in expetation of getting fome preferment by means
of Sir William’s intereft with the King, which he had
promifed to exert in his behalf, and had already indeed
obtained an affurance of that fort from his Majefty.
But Swift at this time entertained fome {ulpicion, thar
Sir William was not Jo ferward on the occafion as be
cudd wifh 3 and the reafon he affigned for it was, that
Sic William was apprehenfive Swift would leave him,

" and wgon fome accounts, be thought bim a little seceflary
e bim ®. Swift was indeed by this time become very
neceffary to a man in the decline of life, generally inan
ill ftate of health, and often tortured with the moft ex-
cruciating diforders.  The lofs of fuch a companion as
Swift, after fuch along domeftic intimacy, would have
been like the lofs of a limb. Befides, as he {eems to

- have had nothing fo much at heart in the latter part of
his life, as the leaving behind him a correéted copy of
all his writings, done under his own inipection, he
could not bear the thought that Swife thould lcave him,
till chat point was accomplifhed. ITe had already ex-
perienced che ufe that he was of to him in that refped,
and knew that his place was not eafily to be fopplied.
And his ill {tate of health occafioned the work to ad-
vance bur Jowly, as it was ouly during the more lucid
intervals he applied toit,  On thele accounts, Sir Wil-

. Itam was in no hafte to procure any preferment for his
young friend, to the great mortification of Swife. In
this uneafy ftate he continued at Moor-Park two years
longer, aad then, quite wearied out with [ruitlefs ex-
pectation, he determined at all events to leave Sir Wil-

i . * Thus Swift evpreffes himfz[f in a Jetter to his uncle Wilkam,
" dated Moor-Park, November 29, 1691, )
x Ham,

L
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liam, and take his chance in the world *.  When thid
his refolution was made known to Sir William, he re-
ceived it with evident marks of difpleafurc; but thag
he might feem to fulfil his promife to Swift, of ma-
king fome provifion for him, he coldly told him, that
fince he was fo impatient, it was not at that time in’
his power to doany thing more for him, than to give’
lim an employment, then vacant in the office of the
Rolls in Ircland, to the value of fomewhat more than:
a hundred pounds a year.  Swift immediately replied,
¢ That, fince he had now an opportunity of living,
without being driven into the Church for a mainte-
nance, he was refolved to go to Ireland to take Holy-
Orders.”” To comprehend the full force of this reply,
it will be neceffary to know that Sir William was well
acquainted with Swift’s intention of going into the:
Church, from which he had been hitherto reltrained:
only by a feruple of appearing to enter upon that:
lioly office, rather from motives of neceflity, thand
‘choice. 1le cherefore faw through Sir William’s de--
fign, in making him the offer of an employment which:
he was fure would not be accepted by Swift, With,
great readinefs and fpirit therefore, he madc ufe of
this circumftance, at once to (hew a proper refentment
of the indelicacy of Sir Willlam’s behaviour towards
him; and to dﬁlé,n an unanlwerable motive for i lmme-f
diately carrying his long formed refolution into ad.:
Their parting on this occalion was not without ulamfeﬁ:
difpleafure on the fide of Sir William, and fome degree:
of refentment, not ili-founded, on the pait of Swift, :
He procured a recommendation to Lord Capel, then!
Lord Deputy of Ireland, fromr whom Is uncurtain,;
but it may be prefumed, from the fmallnefs of the pro-|
* Sce his account of this, in his letter to his coufin Deane Swiﬁ,-‘;

dated June 3, 1694, o
vifion
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wifion made for him in confequence of it, that it was

not & powerful one; and therefore, that Sir William

~Temple had. no thare 1n it.  He wenc over to Ireland,
-and was ordalned in September 1694, being then almolt
.27 years old.  Soon after this, Lord Capel. gave him
the prebend of Kilroot in the diocefe of Connor, worth

about 100 pounds a year. T'o this place Swift imme-
diately repaired, in order to refide there, and difcharge
the duties of his office.  He now for the fuit time enw
joyed che fweets of independence; but thefe {wees
were not of long duration, as he Lon faw thar the
feene of his independence could not poflibiy alford him
any other fatisfallion in life.  He [ound bimfelf fitnated
in an obfcure corner of an obfture counrry, ill accom-
modated with the conveniencies of life, withour a
friend, a companion, or any converfation hat he coulil
relilh.  What a contraft was chis to the dehgheful foene »
at Moor-Park! replete with all tie bosatics, and

" adorned with every elegance, that could charm the
fenfes, or captivate the fancy; and where che mind

had 2 continual fvalt of the moft r:lzi:;"l';i and refined

.o

-converfation.  But fhill the fpiric of Swilt {o far prized
Jiberty above all other bleflings in i ¢, thaz had he had

-no other alternative, he would cortatnly bave preferred
that uncomfortable fituation to z ay ftate of dependance,
But he now began to fee! his Jwn ftic: h_ and, con-
feious of his powers, could not convetvy they were
meant for fo narrow a {phere as that of o 1.1‘;;111 couniry
living. He felt an irrefiflible impuife omee more to
launch inte the world, and siake his way toa ftarion
more fuited to his diipofition.  In this teinper of mind
he received accounts from his fricads, thar Sir William
Temple's ilt-founded refenvment had {ubfided foon afrer
his departure, and that he was often heard to lament
the lofs of his company. Soou alier, upon fecciving
C a kind




18 THE LIFE OF

a kind leeter from Sir William himfelf, with an invitae

tion to Moor-Park, his refolution was at once fixed,

Fle decermined vpon rerurning to England, but firft re- |

tolved to refiga bis living.  As there were fome fingu-
Lir circuiudtances attending this refignation, I fhall re.
Fate chem exatly as Treceived chem from a Gentleman

of verarcity, who declared he had the account from:

Swift himfelf,  He faid, that foon after he had come
to this dvterminadion, he was taking his coftomary walk,
and metan clderly clergyman riding along the road,
Afrer the uiual falutation, he fell into difcourfe with
hirm; and was fo pleafed with what paffed between

them, that he invited him to dinner, and cafily pre-

vailed on him to be his guelt for a day or two.  During
thirs vore Swift found that be was a man of great fim-

plictev of manners, good fenfe, fome learning, and |
unaffected plety 1 and, upon enquiring into his cir- |

cutndlances, learned, that he had only a curacy of

forry pounds a year, {or the maintenance of a wife and

eight chitdren.  Swilt lamented his (ituation, and told

him rhar he had fome intereft which he would exert ia

his behalf, 2nd endeavour to procure him a living, if he
wouid only lend him his black mare to carry him to
Danbing for Swift was not ar that time poffeffed of a

hic. The clergyman readily confenred, and went
hoae oo ooty prowsfing to meet him ae any time he

iboald appornt on his return. - Swift wenr to town, and.

reorciculed the Pour curate’s cale to his patron in fuch

itrong terms, as {oon prevailed on him to confent that:

Seaft’s Bving fhould, upon lis velignation, which way

propoled at the fame ttime, be made over to Lim.  Nor |
was thisa difficwle point o accomplith, as, befide mo- |

tives of humanity, 1t was for the interef of the patron ;

to accept of an old incumbent of near fixry vears of
CF yy ]

a3e, i the room of a young one of twenty- -feven,

.‘)Wlf:_-
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Swift, having dilpatched this bufinefs, returned as focn
as poffible to the country, and gave notice to the old

- clergyman to meet him.  He found hin at his door on
.~ his arrival, and immediately upon their going into the
_ parlour put the prefentation into his hand, defiring him
to read it. Swift faid, that while he was doing fo, he
kept his eyes fteadily fixed on the old man’s face, in
which the joy of finding that it was a pref-ntation to a
lwmg, way v1ﬁbly expreffed t but when he came to that

' parr. of the writing which mentiored the namne of the
“diving, and found thac it was Swift’s own which he had
refigned in his favour, he looked at him for fome time
1 filence, with fuch a2 mized emotion of aftonifimenc
and gratitude in his countenance, as prefented to Swift
one of the moft ftriking pictures of the mind exprefied
in the face, he had ever feen; and he faid that he never
before had felt fuch exquifite pleafure of mind as he
did in that hour.  Nor is this to be wondered at, face
it was. the firft opportunity he ever had of lctting loofe

. that fpirit of generofity and benevolence, whofe great-
nefs and vigour, when pent up in his own breaft by po-
verty and dependance, ferved only as an evil fpirit to
torment him, And when we conlider the nature of this
altion in all its circumftances, that the objelt of it was
the worthy father of a aumerous family, for whom ic
was impoflible he could make any provifion from fo
poor an income as he then poffeffed ; that the motive to
itwas pure difinterefted benevolence, without any alloy,
fis the man was a ﬂranger to him, and therefore there
could be no incentive to it from ties of blood or friead-
thip; that the gift was fuch as would brighten the latter
days of a well-fpent life, though hitherto clouded with
indigence; and make a whole family happy ; and laltly,

* that this gift was not like that of a wealthy man, who
mlght cafily fpare it without feeling the lofs, but the
b3 whole
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whole vittble iacome Swift poﬁ"cﬂ'cd for prefent and fu.
ture {upport, the fole means in his power of preferving
that 1ndependence which he had fo long fighed for, and
at Tail with difficelty obtained : it is no wonder, I fayi
all ticte circumilances coafidered, that the grear mind
of Swilt [Louhd bave exulted in fo glorious an oppor-
tuoity of paving off at once the Jarge debt which, from
the narrowne!s of s circuinftances, he Liad been con-
tradting all his life, to benevolence,

Afeer fveing his fuccetlor eltablifhed in the living, he
fuon feirled his affairs, and fet out for Dublin, in his
way to Fogland,  ‘The old man, before his departure,

>£‘c[Tcd him to accept of his black mare, which was the
no't valnable of his pofleffions, as a fimall token of his
graticude ; and Swift was too well acquainted with the
I-L'n[]hi'lit}’ of a generous hedrt, under obligations, to
hurt him by a refufal.

With about fourfcore pounds in his pocket, which by
his own account was all his worldly wealth at thac time,
Swift once more embarked for Eneland, and arrived at
Moor-Park in the year 1695, after fomewhat more thap
a year's abfence.

‘I'v ail eppearance he had but fittle bettered his cons
diticn by his journey to Ireland.  He was now returned
to the fame flate of dependance, which had before pro-
ved fuoarkime to him, thar he determined to break
awav trom 1t at all hazards.  But there were feveral
circwmttances which contributed to make his prefent
siate, though il dependant, of a veryrdifferent naturg
{zomn the former.  In the firft place, his fitvation now
was aot the ctfeft of neceflity or conftraint, but the
object of his choice. In the nexr, he was highly gra-
vied with an opportamty of thewing his regard and at-
tachment to Sir William, by returning voluntarily
hiun, when it was in hls power to have Ilvt:d independ.

ently,
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ently, though he fcorned to be comipelled into it from
~motives of neceffity. Then, by fo readily complying
with Sir William’s requeft, and giving up all his vifible
fupport in order to do fo, he had laid him uvnder fuch
an obligatton as entitled him to all furure favours,
which might be in his powcr to beftow.  Accordingly
we find, that Swift's mind being now perfectly at eafe,’
and Sir William confidering his return, with all ies cir-
cumftances, in the moftobliging light, theit two great
-men lived together to the time of Sir William’s death,
in the moft perfect harmony, and with marks of mutual
confidence and efteem. Nor do we tind during that
fpace, which was almoft four years, that Swift was at
all prefling on the fcore of preferment prowsiled him;
which, had he been fo, he would certainly have ob-
tained; but, from a true generofity of mind, he feem-
ed determined to ftay with his friend, in order ro cheer
his latter days, which were embittered by illnefs and
pain, and required fuch a cordial to make life fupport-
able; and to lay afide all views with regard to himlelf,
till his friend's death fhould releale him from the bene-
volent tafk, and leave him ar liberty to pur lun: his own
interett.

During this fpace Swift's time was fully and ufefully
employed.  He devoted eighe hours a day, as before,
to the profecution of his * ftudies. His function as
a clergyman was confined to a private family, but he
was regular in the difcharge of ir, having ftared times
in the morning and evening for their meeting togerher
at prayers. Ile took upon himfelt the cffice of pre-
gepeor to a young Lady, niece to Sic William Temple,

refiding

® As many may be curicus to know of what nateve his fhudies were,
the following account of the books which fie read in oae ycar, pre.

frved in his own hand-writing, may wfturd fume fatisfaction.
C 3 From
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refiding e his houle, teaching ber Englith, and dires.
ing her in a propor courfe of reading, At the fame:
tiie Mils Johnion, afterwards fo well known by the
name of Sweila, was a feliow fudent with the othem
youog Lady, and partook of the benefit of the fame:
inttruétion.  NMifs Johnfan was daughter to Sir Williany'
Temple's lteward, and was ar that time about fourteey
‘years of age; beantiful in her perfon, and pofefied of
fuch fine wilents, a5 made Swilt take great delight in.
cultivating and forming her mind. At this time too
he writ his famous Digreffions to be found in the Tale
of 4 Tub; and the Bartls of the Books, in honour of
his groat and fearned friend.

In the vear 1699, Sir Willlam Temple died, leaving
Swiir a legacy, and the care, rrufl, and advantage; of
publifhing his polthumous wriings, As he had alfy
obrained a promite from King Willlam, that he would
give Swift a prebend, eicher of Canterbury or Wefty
minfier, he thoupht he had wade 2 {ufficient return fog

Sir Joha Davis, of the Soul
Confermité de Religion, &
J'mu IL thert’s Elarey VT Diilogues des Morts, 2 wels,
sicvlan’s Comanent, & L\fmtc u.l Jucreting, fer

S Hifteire de Mr. Conftance
Counctl of Trent, abllraled, ol Hiflohe dLthiopie

£ 5

1'10[1-_ aney, alabr,

Vireil, é:0, Hiitbirc de Cows, de AY,
Herace, g vols. Diiedoros Sheulus, abitr, £4
S Willkara Toaple’s Wlemairy Lyprian &. Trennus, alflp. ﬁf.
- -— . frorecue-  Voyvamz de Mawe, Be

tion /.,l.m, Vol T,
CTupien’s Dlizabeth Homer, Hiad, & Oy
Trivee Arthur Clcera's piftles
Hiitoire de Crypre Bernici's Grand lVIngol 2 vols,
Vovage de Svam Burnet’s Hit. of Retorm, fol.
Yotpere Petronius Arbiter
Hemaires de Maurior Ocuvres Melle:, 3 vols,
Lcius ilous, frr. Thuicydides, by Hobbes, abfir. _;92'
Collicr™s Effays, 2 volun Theophealti chara@eres
tount Grabalis Voffias de SibyHinis

all
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al 'his merits towards him, and that Le left him in the

_.mg‘h road to preferment *,

Before we accompany Swift into the world, let us re-

view the manner of his pafling his life, from the time
-that we ftopped to furvey him on his way to Leicelter,
" when, fordorn and hopelefs as his condition was, the

unfeen hand of Providence was guiding him to the
means of all his future greatnefs, in placing Lim under
the hofpitable roof of Sir William Temple.  Flowever
bounteous nature had been, in beflowing on Swift ex-

- traordinary talents, yet were they of fuch a kind, as re-

quired much time and application ta bring them to per-
feQion, and fit them to anfwer their deflined ends,
He had miffed the vfual fealon of cultivaring thofg
talents, but at the fame time he had efcaped the dan-
get of their being perverted and mifapplicd. His mind
had not been ftrait-laced into that fathionable fhape
which feemed moft beautiful ta the eyes of pedantry,

. but wag fuffered to reach its full growth according ta

the courfe of nature, Thus did it attain an unulual
fize, vigour, and eafe. He did not enter ferioully up-
on his ftudies till his underftanding was mature; thus
all that he read was to fome uleful end, nor was his
memory charged with thole important trifles, about
which the fcholaltic world is generally fo bufy, He
read the claffics at a time when he could penetrate into
their profoundeft depths, and enrich himfelf with the
fpoils af their hidden treafures; not at the ufual frafon

of boyifhaefs, when the weak fight can be regaled only

# Such was the love and attention which Swift thewed to this great
man, that in bis laft ¥Inefs he kept a daily regifter of the variations
wihicl appeared in his conilitotion, from July 1, 1698, t< the z7th of
the hnuary following ;5 when he concludes with this note, ¢ He died
atom o’clock in the morning, and with him all that was great and

gwdamong mea,**
Cgq _ with
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with fuch fowery beautics as are pointed out to it on
the forface.  Thinking for himfell as a man, he foon
faw that no fcience was (o valuabie to man, as that of
human nature.  Lle judged that the beft way to obtain
a general krnewledge of that, was from hifory; and a
mote pardentar view of ii, from ftudying mankind.
Fe could not pofiibly have been better fituated than
at Moar-Fark, to have made obfervations on the higher,
and more refined hife; and he ftudioudly fought all op-
portanities during Lis little excurfions and journies, to
make himielf acquainted with low life; often prefer-
ning the conveyance of waggons, and their inns, to
thofe of coaches, Scenes of middling life mult, of
courle, aften fall into his way ; and where, to a bound-
lefs curtofity, there was added from nature an uncom-
mon penetraiion, it is no wonder he became {uch an
adept in the knowledge of man, and of the world,
Afvience effentially neceflary to him to make thar fia
gure which he afterwards did in life.

His ficwation at Sir William Temple’s was indeed
In every refpet the happiclt that could have been cho-
len, to prepare this great genius for the complicated”
part be was o alt in the world,  Swill was o figure
as a Writer, as a Politician, as a Pardor.  And wlere
could a young man have found fuch a direftor and
aflifant in fitting N for the perfonmance of thele fe~
veral pares, as Sie William Tewple; who was himlelf
one of the fineft writees, one of the ableft {tatefimen,
and the tuelt lover of bis country, that had been pro=
duced in thar, or perhaps in any other age ?

It was flom the frequent revifal of that orcat man’s
works, under his own infpedtion, that Swife acquied
his firt hights with regard to propriety and purity of
ftyle, which he was afrerwards allowed to carry te a
greater degree of perfection than any Englith wrter

' . whadg-
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whn.tfoi':?er. The high opinion he entertained of Sip

- William’s Works in this refpeét, was known to me
. from the following circumilance. When [ was an un-

dergraduate in the College, he recommended it to me
to lay afide fome portion of time every day for the ftudy
of Englith; and when I afk'd him what authors he
would advife me to read, he immediately replied, Sir
William. Temple; not, faid he, his latter Works, writ-
tea.during or after his long refidence abroad, for his
ftyle became then fomewhat corrupted by the incroduc-

" tion of newfangled foreign words and phrafes, which

he fell into by converfing and writing o much in fo-
reign languages; but fuch of his Works as were writ-
ten before his going Ambaffador to Nimeguen.,  Arnd

~ aftet him, added he, I do not know any writer in our

language that [ would recommend to vou as a model,
1 had upon this occafion a fair opportunity of paying

- him a juft compliment; but I knew his deteftation of

any thing that carried the appearance of flattery with
it, too well, to make mention of his own Works to
him, - .

With refpe@ to Politicks, it muft be allowed that
there was no man of that age better qualified than Sir
William Temple, not only to inftruct Swift in the ge.
peral fyltem of Politicks purfued in the feveral States
of Europe, but likewife to lay open to him all the ar-

-cana of ftate, ail the moft fecret {prings of aftion, with

regard to public affairs, both foreign and domeftic,
during his time; in which he himielf had borne fo

principal a part: and with regard to Partriotifm, Sir
- William Temple muft be allowed to have been the moft

fhining example of that nobleft of virtues, produced
in that age; as he pafled all the vigorous part of his life

* ip the moft indefatigable endeavours for the good of

his country, upon the moft difinterefled pripciples;
' never
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never having received any reward, nor feeming folicis
rous about any, for aleng feries of the moft important
izrvices rendered to his King and Country, often at his
awn cxpence 5 and at laft nobly declining the higheft
station to which a fubject counld be raifed, when offers
e ro i, as it was at a ume of life, when he found’
the vioour of his mind {o far abated, that he did not
think hundelt equal ro the arduous employment of firfk
Mibtter,  And with refpect to private virtue, there
could not have been a rore illoftriovs example placed:
before the eyes of a young man, than that of an old:
Courtier, who during the diffolute reign of Charle Il
had tingly at Court maintained his integrity unthaken,
and ixs worals untalnred,

Under the dircition of fuch a tutor, fuch a guide,
under the 1nflucice of fuch an example; how happily
waz the molt dangerous feafon of life 'paﬁ'ed in ftudious
vetiremnent, tar from the dangers and temptations of a
gorrant world,

When we refle@ that Swift was fisft brought up in
the ichoal of Advertity, (who though fhe be a fevers
snblrets, vet does fhe generaliy male the beit fcholars)
and that he was thence removed to another Lyceum,
wnerz prefided a fage, in whom were blended Socratic
witdam, Stoical virtue, and Epicurean elegance; we
muit allow s lot to have been moft happily calt fog
forming a grear and diftinguithed charalter in life.
Not did he f1il to antwer the high expeftation that
might be raifed of a young man eadowed by nature:
~with uncommon talenis, which were iroproved to the
autmolt by a ingular felicity of fitvation; iata which
fortung had thrown hin.

I.et us now accompany Swift ioto the world, from
entering.inte which he was happily detained il his
thirty-firft year. Ilis mind was now ftored with va-

2 riety
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yiety of ufeful knowledge ; his underftanding had arri-
yed at its utmoft macurity and ftrength; his fancy was

Cinits prime; and his heart, long filled with the noblelt

affe@tions towards God, and towards man, {welled with
impatience for proper opportunities of difcharging his
duty to beth. With fuch abilities, and fuch difpofi-
tions, behiold him now entering on the great ftage of
the world, to perform the charalter allotted to him

. inthe drama of life, that of an able, bold, and un-

wearied champion, in the caufe of religion, liberty,
gnd virtue,

SECTION 1L .

From sbe Death of Sit WirLiam TEMPLE 1o the Time of
bis Introduétion to Lord Oxrorp.

UPON the death of Sir William Temple, Swife
1mmedmtcly removed to London; where his firft care
was to difcharge the tryuft repofed in him, that of pub-
lithing a correct edition of Sir William Temple’s Works;
which he effelted as fpeedily as poffible, and prefented
them to King William, with a fhort Dedication written

‘by himfelf; as publifher. He thought he could not

pay & mote acceptable compliment to the King, than
brdcdrcatmg to him the pofthumous works of a man,
for whom, from his earlie® days, when Prince of Orange,
he had profefled the higheft friendfhip and efteem ; and
with whom he lived, after his arrival at the Crown of
England, on the moft intimate footing; frequently vi-
fiting Sir William in his rerreat, after he had found his
endeavours vain to draw himout of it, by the tempting
offer of making him his frft Minifter. There was an-
other reafon too, which muft have made the publica-
fion of thefe works peculiarly acccptablc to the King;

which
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which was, that fome of the molt important tranfac
tions mentioned in thole writings, werc relative to him-
felf'; and many perfonal ancedotes with regard to him,
were now brought to hioht, which coutd have been difs
clofed by no oue but §ir Williain, and which pur the
charater of that truly heroic Prince in a high point of
view. On thele accounts Swift thought that fuch z de-
cication was not only the politeft methad of reminding
tiie King of lus promife made to Sir William Temple
in his bebalf, bur the likelieft means of having it fpee-
dily carried into execution. However, as he did not
find the eventaniwer his expeétation, he applied to that
Monarch by mcamorial,

But after waiting lome time, he found that his mee
morial had produced po better effeét than his dedica-
tion, He therefore readily accepted of an offer made
to him by Lord Berkeley, then appointed one of the
1.ords Juftices of freland, to artend him to that king-
dom, in the double capacity of Chaplain, and privatg
Secretary,

This toral neglelt of his promife, made in confe~
quence of a lath, and it may be called a dying requeft,
of his particular friend, {cerns to bear not a little hard
en the charatter of King Willlam. But it is to be ob-
ferved that Swift was the moft unfit man in the world
to folicit a point of that fort in due form, without which
nothing is to be done at Court.  He thought that his
feewing himfcl chere, or at wmoft the dedication of Sir
Willia’s Works, was all that was necefflary to be done
on his part,  And with regard to the memorial, he
himlelf exonerated King William fo far, as to fay often
thar he believed it never was received. For he put it
into the haods of a cerrain Nobleman, who profeffed
great regard to him, and offered to preflent it to the
King, and fecond it with all his might; but Swift had

afterwardg
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afterwards reafon to believe that he had funk it, and
- faid not a word of the matter, '
Swift acted as Secretary to Lord Berkeley, till they
arrived at Dublin; when he was fupplaated in that of.
fice by one Buth, who had by forme means ingratizzed
- -himfelf with my Lord; and reprefenting the offce of
Secretary as an improper one for 2 Clergyman, he was
eppointed in Swift’s room. Lord Berkeley makin: the
‘beft apology to him that he could, and at the fame
time promifing to make him amends, by beltowing on
him the firlt good church preferment that fhould fall
in his gift. Swift was not a man 10 be treated in this
manner with impunity. Accordingly, he gave free
fecope to his refentment, in a fevere copv of verfes,
which placed the Governor and his new-made Secrerary
in 2 moft ridiculous point of light, and which was every
where handed about to their no fmall mortificasion.
Soon-after this the rich Deancry of Derry became va-
cant, and as it was the Earl of Berkeley’s turn to pre-
fent to it, Swift applied to him for it upon the flreneth
of his promife. Lord Berkeley faid, that Bufh had
‘been before-hand with him, and had got the promife
of it for another. Upon feeing Swift's indi-nation rife
at this, my Lord, who began to be in no finall fear of
him, faid thar the matter might (L} be fertled if he
would talk with Buth. Swift immediately found our
the Secretary, who very frankly told him that he was
to get a thoufand pound for it, and if he would lay

- down the money, he thould hav:, the preference. To

which Swift, enraged to the utmoft dearee, at an offer
which he confidered as the higheft initlt, and done evi-
dently with Lord Berkeley’s participation, made neo
other anfwer but this; ¢ God confound you both for a
- couple of {coundrels.” With thefe words he imme-
dmcly quitted the room, and turned his back on the

Caltle,
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Caftle, determined to appear there no more, Buf
Lord Berkeley was too confcious of the ill treatment he
had given him, and too fcarful of the refentment of
an exafperated genius, not to endeavour to pacify him.
He therefore immediately prefented him with the rec«
rory of Agher, and the vicarages of Laracor and Rath-
beggan, then vacant in the diocefe of Meath, Though
thefe Hvings united did not make up a third of the
Deanery in value, and though from the large promifes
which had been made him, he had reafon to expefl
much greater preferment, yet, confidering the {peci-
mens already given of the performance of thofe pro-
mifes, Swift thought it moft prudent to accept of thofe
livings, dropping all future expetations from that
quarter.  Nor did he aftcrwards eftrange himfelf from
T.ord Berkeley’s family, but continued fill in his of-
fice of Chaplain; to which he feems to have been
chicfly induced, from the great honour and refpe&
which he had for his excellent Lady : whofe virtues he
has celebrated in fo mafterly a manner, tn the Introduc-
tion to the Project for the Advancement of Religion.

I'rom this behaviour to Lord Berkeley, we muay
judge how little Swift was qualified to rife at Court, in
the ufual way of obtaining preferment; and we may -
eftimate the preatnels of his {pirit, by the degree of
refentment fhewn to the man, in confequence of ili
treatment, upon whom all his hopes of preferment then
refted.

It was at this time that Swift’s true humourous vein
in poetry began to difplay itlelf, in {everal little pieces,
written for the private entertainment of Lord Berkeley’s’
family ; among which was that incomparable piece of
low humour, called The humble Petition of Mrs. Fran-
ces Harnis, &,

When |
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7

“When Lord Berkeley quitted the goversmenr of
Jtetand, Swift went to refide on his Living at {aracor;
-awhere he lived for fome time 1n the conftant and Hi&
ifcharge of his duty.

It was about this cime that Mis, Johnfon (the after-
.wards celebrated Stella) arrived in Ireland, accompa-
‘nied by another Lady of the name of Dingley, who
vas relaced to che family of the Temples. 8 Wil-

“Jdiam Temple had bequeathed to Mrs. Johnfsn a le-
.gacy of a thoufand pounds, in confideration f her fa-
ther's faithful fervices, and her own rifing memts,
After Sir William’s death, the lived for fome tiine with
‘Mrs, Dingley, alady who had but a fmal] ansuiry to
fuppore ker. In this fituation Swift advifed his kovely

"pupil to fetele in Ireland, as the interelt of money was
at that cime ten per cent. in that kingdom; and con-

- fidering the cheapnefs of provifions, her income there
would afford her a genteel {fupport, inftead of 2 mere
Afobfittence in England; for the fame reafon alfo he re-
‘commended it to Mrs. Dingley to accommpany her,
This propofal was very apreeable to both the Jadies.
<To the Jatter, as fhe had fcarce a fufficient income to
Aubfift on in England, though managed with the utmolt
‘frogality ; to the former, that fhe might be near her
“gutor, whofe leflons, however they might dwell on her
memory, had fonk @&ill deeper into her heart. Thefe
dedies, foon afrer their arrival, took a lodging ar Trim,
-ayillage near Laracor, which was the place of Swift’s

agefidence. The converfation of this amiable woman,
who, by his own account, had the moft and Gneft ac-
.complithments of any perfon he had ever known of ei-
ther fex, contributed not a little to fweeten his retire-
:ment, which otherwife muft foon have become burden-
Jome o fo a&tive a fpirit.  But though Stella’s beaury
~wag at that time arrayed in all the pride of blooming
eighteen,
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eighteen, yet itis certain that he never droppcd the
Jeail hint that wight induce her to confider him in the!
light of a lover. In his whole deportment he tilk
m 'unulnul the character of a tutor, a guardian, andal
fiiend ; bur he {o ftudicully avoided the appearance of
any other 2t chment to her, that he never faw, or con
verfed with her, but in the prefence of fome third per-
fon,  Tlie t‘w:h is, that Swift, at that time, knew not!
what the nallion.of love was; his fondnels for Stella way
only thar of an afieCtionate parent to a favourite childy

and he had tong entertained a diflike to matrumony,
Fie {eems to have been under the dominion of a fhill
more powerful paflion, that of ambition: a paflion
which, from his boyith days, had taken {trong hold of
Lis mind, and nover afterwards forfook him, rill all
hapes of its being farcher gratified had failed.

Urecd Dy this refllefs 1pirit, he every year paid a
vific 1o Fngland, -Iblr'"L-i[‘-U' himfelf {for fome months
from the dutivs of Lis parifn, and the channing cons
veriation ef the amiable htclla, in hopes of fnding
forne (avourable opg :Ur-‘uuii'y of diftinguithing himfelfy
and pulling his fortune 1o the world,  Fhis firit vafie to
]..,ommn, f.om the tine De had taken pollefiion of his
liviag, was in the year 1701, At which time he found
the publick In a lermient, occalioned by the impeachs
ment of the Warls of Portland and Oriord, Lord Se
mers, and Lord Flallifay, by the Houte of Commons.
U.con this occalion Swiflt wrote and publithed his firft
Ium.u\_dl ralt, entded, A Difcouric of the Contefts
and Diffentions in Athens and Rome.  In which he dif
played areat knowledge in ancient hittory, as well 2§
s:0il in the #nelifh conftitution, and the ftate of pare
Ges, L he author of this piece concealed his name with

the greatelt precantion, nor was he at that time perfo.
nally Lkuown to any of the Nobles, in whofe favour it
feems
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ﬁgms t0- have beep written; 4nd indeed; ffom the fpis
5. of the piece itfelfy, we niay fee that Swift was indu-
~ ¢ed o write it from other motives than fuch as were
private nnd perfonal.  As no one vnderitoed the Engs

lifh conftitution becter, fo no one loved it mare, or
would have gone greater lengths to preferve ity than
Swift, He faw clearly that the balances upon the due
prefervation of which the vefy Iife of our conftitution
depends, had been for fome time in a Autvating Rate,
snd that the popular {cale was likely to preponderate,
All the horrors of anarchy; and the detefted times of 2
Cromwell, came frefh into his mind. He therefore

. thought it his duty to lay before the public the fatal
_copfequences of the encroachments shen making by-the
Commons upaon the other two branches of the Legifs
lature; which he executed in a moft malterly manner; .
with great force of argument, affifted by the mof
ﬁ:ggkmg gxamples of other Rates in fimilar ecircoms
fancely and at the fame time in a ftyle and method fo
ptrfplcuous, a8 to render the whole clear to common
_ gapacities, Agother reafon for fuppofing that Swife
wrote this wholly from a principle of duty; is, that the
guthor deals throughout in generals; excepting only one
. gblique compliment to the four Lords who were ima
- ml:hed by the Commons; which at the (ame time
d to ftrengthen his general argument. The truth

: jp, Swift, at that time, was of no party; he fided with
the Whlgs merely becaule he thoughe the Tories were
carrying.matters too far, and by the violence of theid
procecdmg; were likely to overturn that happy balance
inour ftate, fo lately fettled by the glorlous Revolu-
tion ; to which there was not a fafter friend in F ngland

' thln himfelf, However it is certain thar it remained
{or foine time 4 profound fecret to the world, who the

'll.lthur of that admirable pitce was, And the firlt dif
, D Covery
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covery made of it,- was by Swift himfelf, upon the fols

" Jowing occalion. - After his return to Ireland, he hag-

- pened to fall into cempany with Bifhop Sheridan, whert
this much-talked of pamphlet became the topic-of
converfation, The Bithop infifted that it was written
by Bithop Burnct, and that there was not another matt
living equal to it.  Swift maintained the contrary ; at
firft by arguments drawn frony difference of ftyle, mant
ner, {5¢. and afterwards upon being urged, faid, that
to his certain knowledge it was not written by Burnet:
Then pray, {aid the Bithop, who writ it? Swift ane
fwered, my Lord, T writ it. As this was the only nt
ftance in his life that Swift was ever known to hawé
owned direttly any piece as his, it is to’ be {uppofed
that the confeffion was drawn from him by the heat of
argumerjt : :

Early in- the. enfuing fprm ng ‘William died;
and Swift, on his next vifit to London, found Quees
Aome vpon-the throne.: ¥t was generally thought, ups
on this event, that the Tory party would have had the
afcendant ; but, contrary to all expectation, the Whigt
had managed matcers fo- well, as-to get entirely inté
the Queen’s confidence, -and to have the whele admi:
niftzation of affairs in cheir hands. - Swift’s friends we
now in power, and.the Whigsin general, knowing hin
to be the author of the Pifcourfe on the Contells, &
confidered themlelves as much- obliged to him, and
looked upon him as faft to their party. The chiefs ac-
cordingly applied to him for his afliftance ‘in the mea*:
fures which they were taking; and there i3 no doubtg
that he had now a fair opening for gratifying his ambi:
tion to the uzmoft, only by joining heartily with them;,.
and exerting his talents o their fide. Bur great as his:
amgbition ‘was, he would not have purchafed its higheft-
gratificailons at~the c*cpcncc of his princrples ; ~nor

would
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*olﬂd 21l the wealth and ‘honours of the realm, accumu-
Tated, have tempted him to aét contrary to the convic-
tion of his thind. Upon examining into their new po-
Litical fltem, which varied in many points from that of
the old WhlgS, he conlidered feveral of their meafures
ds of " difigerous tendency to the conflitytion. Not-
wxfhl'tzndmg, therefore, both his interets and perfonal
a&achmqnts were of their fide, he declined all over-
tires madc to h1m b)r the heads of the W higgith party,
and afier fdmé time determined to have no concern in

t'hcnr affa:rs - This conduét in Swift was o unexpeéied,
for ¢ they had all along counted vpon him.as a furc man,
that it met with the fame. fort of rLﬁ,nl;u‘ent from thc
_ Whlgs, as 1f he had dc-l'crfr:d their parw, “and gonc
over to the eaemy ; though $wift, in reality, fo lirtle
liked the proceedmgs of either, that for feveral years
he kc t himfelf entircly a neutral, m_thout _meddhnrr

in; any t'hape in politicks. ' _

:I‘hc chlef reafon that madc him decline any con-
ncftlon w:th thc Whigs at that rime, . was, their open
profeﬁ'lon of Low-church principles; and under the
l'pec:ous name of toleration, their anouragemen[ of
"anaticks and Seftarifts of all kinds to join them.
ut what above all moft thocked him, was, thelr invi.
ting all Deilts, Freethinkers, Atheifls, Jews, and In-
fidels, to be of their party, under pretence of modera-
tion, and allowmg a general hiberty of confcience.  As
Swift was in his heart a man of true religion, he could
not haveé borne, even in his private charalter, to have
mlxed with fuch a motley crew. But when we confi-
der his principles in his pelitical capacity, that he look-
ed upon the Church of England, as by law cftablifbed,
to be the main pillar of our newly ereéted conftitution,
he could not, confiftently with the charaler of a good
citizen, join with thofec who confidered it more as an
D2 orna-

LY
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ornament, than a fupport to the edifice; who could
therefore look on with compofure while they faw itun-
dermining, or even open the gate to a blind mulcitude,
to try, like Samfon, their ftrength againtt ir, and con-
fider it only as {port. With fuch a party, neither his
religious nor political principles would juffer him
joiny and with regard to the Tories, as is ufual in the
violence of faftions, they had.run into oppolite ex-
tremes, equally dangerous to the ftace. He has fully.
given s his own fentiments upon the ftate of partiesin
thofe times, in thele words: ¢ Now, becaule it 15 a
point of difficulty to choofe an exaét middle between
two ill extremes ; it may be worth enquiring in the pre
fent cafe, which of thefe a wife and good man would
rather feem to avoid : taking therefore their own good
and 11l charaters of each other, with due abatements,
and allowances for partiality and paffion; I fhould
think, that in order to preferve thie conflitution entire
in the Church and State, whoever has a true value for
botk, would be fure to avoid the extremes of Whig,
for the fake of the former; and the extremes of Tory,
on account of the latter.” _
This was a maxim, which, however well founded,
was not likely to influence the opinion of many, amid
the violence of party-rage; however, as Swift wa
firmly perfuaded of the truth of it, it was by that prin-
ciple he governed his conduét, though on that ac-
count he ftood almoft alone, )
Finding therefore that he could be of no vfe to the
public in his political capacity, while rhings remained
in the fame ftate, he turned his thoughts wholly 1o
other matsers, He refided for the greateft part of
the year at his living, in the performance of his paro«
chial duties, in which no one could be more exally
and onace a year he paid a vifir to lis mother at Leicefs
iCl‘;
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Yer, pafling fome time alfo in London, to take a view
of the ftate of things, and watching fome favourable

o crlfis

During this penod Swift’s pen was hardly ever em-
Ployed, except in writing fermons; and he does not
feem to have indulged himfelf even in any fallies of
fancy, for fome years, excepting only the Meditation
on a Broom-ftick, and the Tritical E{Tay on the Fa-
culties of the Mind, both written in the year i703.
As Swift has been much cenfured for writing the former

. of thefe pieces, on account of the ridicule contained in

i of che ftyle and manner of fo great and pious 2 man
as Mr. Boyle; it may not be iinproper here to relate an

'-"' anecdote which I had from undoubtedly good autho-

tity, with regard to the occafion of writing that piece,
and which-will in a great meafure esonerate Swift from

* ghe charge brought againft him on that account, In

-the yearly vifits which he made to London, during his

fay there, he paffed much of his rime at Lord Berke-
ley’s, officiating as Chaplain to the family, and attend-

_ing Lady Berkeley in her private devotions, After
which the Doltor, by her defire, ufed ¢o read to her

forne moral or religious difcourfe. The Countefs had
.at this time taken a great liking to Mr. Boyle’s Medita-
tions, and was determined to po through them in that
manner 3 but as Swift had by no means the fame relith

: _for that kind of writing which her Ladyfhip had, he
{foon grew weary of the tatk; and a whim coming into

_his head, refolved to getrid of it in 2 way which might

eccafion fome fport in the family ; for which they had
as high 2 relith as himfelf. The next time he was em-

-ployed in reading one of thefe Meditations, he ook

. % Thiy gnecdote came frem Lady Betty Germaine, daughter of Lady

, pedmley, and was communicated to me by the late Lady Lambert, an

h;l.matcaf L;dy Betty's,

D3 an
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an opportunity of conveying away the book, and dex-
teroufly inferted a leaf, on which he had written his
“own Meditation on a Broomftick ; after which, he took
care to have the book reftored to its proper place, and
in his next attendance on my Lady, when he was defi
red to proceed to the next Meditation, Swift opened
upon the place where the leaf had been inferted, and
with great compofure of countenance read the title,
f¢ A Muditation on a Broom-ftick”  Lady Berkeley,
a litele furprifed at the oddity of the title, ftopped
him, repeating the words, « A Meditation on a Broom-
ftick 1" blefs me, what a ftrange fubject! Bur there is
no knowing whar uvfeful leffons of inttruction this won-
derful man may draw, from things apparently the moft
trivial. Pray let us hear what he fays upon it.  Swift
then, with an infiexible gravity of countenance, proe
ceeded to read the Meditation, in the fame folemn tone
which he had ufed in dclivering the former, Lady
Berkeley, not at all fulpecting a trick, in the fulnefs of
her prcpoﬂ'tﬁion, was every now and then, during the
reading of it, exprefling her admiration of this extras
ordinary man, who could draw fuch fine moral reflec.
tions from fo contemptible a fubjeét; with which,
thovgh Swift mult have been inwardly not a litde
tickled, yet he preferved a moft perfe compofure of
features, fo that the had not the lealt room to fufpeét .
any deceit.  Soon after, fome company coming in, .
Swift pretended bufinefs, “and withdrew, forefcelng”{
what was to follow, Yady Berkeley, full of the fub-"
je€t, foon entered wpon the praifes of thofe heavenly
Meditations of Mr. Boyle. But, faid fhe, the Doltor -
has been jult reading one to me, which has furprifed
me more than all the relt,  One of the company afked
which of the Medirations fhe meant, She anfwered die
seftly, in the fimplicity of her heart, I mean that exs
celleni
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ﬂa}t Meditation on.a Broom-ftick, The company
: d. at. each oether ‘with fome furprife, and could
-Eagcce refrain - from. langhing: But they all agreed
* - that they had never heard of fuch a-Meditation ‘before.
Upon my word, faid my Lady, there it is; look into
ghat book, and convince yourfelves. One of them
_opened the book,. and found it there indeed, but in
Swafes hand-writingy; upon-which a general burft of
];ng«hpcr enfued ;. and. my Lady, -when the firft furprife
‘a8 pver, gnjoyed thejoke as much as any- of them’;
) Ia)ung,- whap ‘a vile trick has that rogue played med
~ But it is his'way, he never baulks his humour in any
thigg. - The affair ended. in a’great-deal of harmlef’
mirthy and. Swift,  you may be fure, was not alked to
praceed .any farcher in the Meditations. Thus we feg
that-his original intention in writing this piece, was rot
sa ridicule-the great Robert Boyie, but-only to furaifh
pecalign. for 2 great deal of innocent mirth on Lady

_iBarkeley’s: eathufiafim, -and Gmplicity of heart; and at

 the fame time to get rid of the-difagreeable tafk-of
reading to her writings which were not atall to his tafte.
Aad that ic afterwards got out into theé ‘world, was
owing 1o the cagernefs of thofe who were acqualnted
wigh the Berkeley family, to procure copies of a piece of
fuch exquifice humous. - This was the cafe jhdeed in al-
moft al} the fmall things afterwards written by Swift,
Ica.rce any of which were pubhfhcd by ‘mmfcif bun ﬁolc
Jinta the world in that way. -

. Though.the greatnefs-of - Sw1f;s-.paicnts was known
4o many. in private life, and his cothpany-ahd converfa-
Ltion much fought after and admired; yet was his hame
.hitherto little known in the Republic of Letters. The
.only pieces which he had'thén publifbed, ‘were™ the -
Bartle of the'Baoks, and thé Contefts and Diffentions
tﬂ -Atbens io Rome, and both without a name, Nor

D4 wag
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‘was he perfonally known to any of the Wits of the ape,
excepting Mr. Congreve, and one or two more, with
whom he had contrafted an acquaintance at Sir Wils
liam Temple’s. The knot of Wits ufed at this time
to affemble at Button’s Coffee-houfe; and I had a fin-.
gular account of Swift’s fift appearance there from
Ambrofe Philips, who was one of Mr. Addifon’s litcle
fenate. He faid that they had for feveral fucceflive dayy-
obferved a ftrange Clergyman come into the coffee-
houfe, who feemed utterly unacquainted with any of
thofe who frequented it; and whole cuftom it was to-
Jay his hat dowa on a table, and walk backwards
and forwards at a good pace for half an hour or an
hour, without fpeaking to any mortal, or {eeming in
the lealt to attend to any thing that was going forward
there. He then ufed o take up his hat, pay his money
at the bar, and walk away without opening his lips,
After having obferved this fingular behaviour for fome
time, they conciuded him to be out of his fenfes; and
the name that he went by among them, was thatof the
mad Parfon. This made them more than ufually at.
tentive to his motionsy and one evening, as Mr, Addi-
fon and the reft were oofcrv;ng him, they faw him caft
his eyes feveral umes on a gentleman in boots, who
feemed to be juft come vut of the country, and at laft
advance towards him as intending to addrefs him,
They were all eager to hear what this dumb, mad par-
fon, bad te fay, and jmmediately quitced their feats to
gee near him.  Swift went up 1o the country-gentle.
man, and jn 2 very abrupt manner, without any previ.
ous falute, alked him, ‘¢ Pray, Sir, do you rememberp
any good weather in the world 2 The country-gentle-
man, after ftaring a Jicdle at the fingularity of his man
mery and the oddity of the queftion, enfwered, ¢ Yes,
olr; I thapk God I remember a2 great deal of good

weathes
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mﬂ'lcrm my time.,” ¢ That i3 more,” faid Swift,
‘*than 1 can fay; I never rernember any weather thar
“%s not too hot, or too cold; too wet, or too diy;
‘hut, however God Aimi_ghty contrives it, at the end of
‘the year ‘tis all very well.”  Upon faying this, he took
uphis hat, and without uttering a fyllable more, ot
‘taking the leaft notice of any one, walked out of the
'_no_ﬁ'te-hou fe; leaving all thofe who had been fpetators
‘oF this 0dd fcene {’caring after him, and ftill more con-
frmed in the opinion of his being mad. There is an-
other anecdote recorded of him, of what palfed be-
tween him and Dr. Arbuthnot in the fame coffee-houle,
“The Doftor had been feribbling a letter in great hafte,
‘which was much blotted; and feeing this odd parfon
near him, with 8 defign to play upon him, faid, * Pray,
Sir, have you any fand about you?” <¢No,"” replicd
'Smﬁ: « byt J have the gravcl, and if you will give
_meyoyr Jetter ') p-f upon it.”  Thus lingularly com-
theneed ah acquaintance between thofe two great wits,
“‘wikich ‘afterwards ripened into the clofelt fru:nd['h:p.
. After thefe adventures they faw him no more at Buc-
~ tow's, till The Tale of 3 Tub had made its appearance
~ 'in the world, when, in the perfon of the author of that
- ‘Jnimitable performance, they recognized their mad
. pufon. This piece was firft publithed in the following
__:g“r 1704 ; and though without a name, yet the curio-
" fity excited by the appearance of fuch a wonderlul piece
- "pf original compofition, could not fail of finding out
the author, efpecially as not only the bookfeller kncw

- "Mi¢n, but 43 the manufcript had ac different times been
fhewn to feveral of Sir Willlam Temple’s relations,
and molt intimate fricnds.  When it is conlidered that

- Bwift had kepr this picce by him eight years, after it
“had been, by his own confeffion, completely finithed,
before pe gave it o the world; we mult ftand atonith-
S ed
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ed at fuch a piece of felf-denial, as this muft feem, ip
a young man, ambitious of diftinftion, and eager after
fame; and wonder what could be his.inotive for net
publithing it fooner, But the truth is, Swift fec but
litle value on his talents as a writer, either at thye
tiine, or during the whole courfe of his life, farther
than as they might contribute to advancc fome nobler
ends, which he had always in view. Unfollicitous
therefore about fame mcrcly htcrary, or the reputation
of an author, he could with the moft perfect fmrgfrﬁzd
lock up this admirable piece in his defk, and wait, with
the moft ph:lofophlc patience, for a f'avourable ﬁ:a.fop
to produce it, when it might anfwer fome ‘more import-
ant purpofe After the ume he had given the laft fi-
nithing to it, the violence of parties ran fo high for
forme years, and their difpu:es were carried on with
fuch an:moﬁty, that he did not think the publicina
temper fit to receive the woik, fo as to produce the. eﬁ
fe€ts which he propofed from it. But as the rage of
party began to cool at that time, and the oppoﬁttop
from the Tories grew daily mare fccblc, as the power
of the Whigs increafed s ; and as a firm c&abh{hmentqf
the Whig intereft feemed to thrcatcn, upon their pria-
c;ples, an entire difregard to, and neglelt of all reli
gion; Swift thought this a proper junéture to revive t
topic of reI1g:on, and to {hew the e'{cellency of the
eftablifhed Church, over us two rivals, in a new way,
adapted to common capacities, with regard to the un
derflanding; and calculated to make way to the hearf,
through the pleafure which it afforded to the fancy,
And w‘thout fome artifice of that fort, it would have
been impofiible to have gained any attention at all to
the topic of religion. DPeople were quite wearied out |
with the continual repetition of the fame dull argy.
ments; or fore, on account of the ill temper wigh

which
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which the difpotes were cariied oy, aird dhe 11l blood
which they occafioned. T iulk of mankind were
therefore in a fic difpofition to fall in with the principle
of moderation held out by the Whigs; bur as it was
ealy to fee from fome of their political meafures, that
moderation was not the point at which they intended to
ftop; but that an indifference with regard to any form
of religion was. llkC]}’ to enfue, in cnnﬂ quence of fome
of their tenets ;. Swift thought it high timne that the ar-
tention of the people towards the fecurity of the efta-
blihed Church fhould be roufed, thac they I'I'llght be
. guarded againlt the undetmining artifices of its ene-
mies, fecretly carried on under covert of her pretended
friends ; who in their hearts were litde follicitous about
her interefls, being wholly ablorbed in worldly puf..
fuits.  And furely nothing could be contrived better to
an{wer this end, than té make religion once more a ge-
neral topic of converfation; but of fuch converfatieon
2s no longer excited the d1{'1greeable and malevolent
- paflions, but gave rife to cheerfulnefs and mirth, Strip~
ped of the fncrhtf'ul mafk with which her-face had beep.
covered by b1gn_try and enthufiafm, and adorned with
all the graces of the comic mufe, fhe became a wel-
come¢ guefl in all companies. The beauty of the
Church of England, by a plain and well conduéted al-
leg'ory,_ adapted to all capacities, was (hewn, in the
molt obvious light, by the charatters of fimplicity and
- ‘moderation, which are the true marks of Chriftianity,
in oppofition to the pageantry, {uperitition, and tyranny
;. of the Church of Rome, on the one hand; and the
- {fpleen, hypocrify, and enthufiafm of Calvinifin, on
' the other. 'This had been often done before in a feri-
. ous way, but 1t was the new manner.of treating the
fubjelt that produced the great effeét. While the Eng-
Jifh divines had for more than a century been engaged

i
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in a conftant ftate of warfare with their antagoniffy,
and attacked them with ferious reafoning, and vehe.
mence of argumentation, their antagonilts were always
confidered as powerful and formidable; and though
often foiled, were never looked upon. as fubdued.
While thefe different religions were rendered odious or
terrible to the imaginations of people, the wvery feels
ings of that hatred and fear were accompanied with the
ideas of danger and power in the objeéts which excited
them, and of courfe gave them a confequence. Bup
¢he inftant they were rendered ridiculous, they became
contemptible, and their whole power vanifhed; not
was there ever a [tronger inftance of the truth of Ho«
race’s rule,

Ridiculum acri
Fortins & meltus magnas plerumque fecat res ;

than in the effeéts produced by The Tale of a Tub,
with regard to the weakening of the powers of popery
and fanaticifm in this country. Effeéts not merely teme
porary, but which, with their caufe, are likely to laf,
as long as the Englith language fhall be read.

After the publication of this work, Swift wrote no.
thing of confequence for three or four years; during
which time his acquaintance was much fought after by
ail perfons of tafte and genius. There was, particu.
larly, avery clofe conncétion formed between Mr. Ad-
difon * and him, which ended in a fincere and lafting

* In ryo05, Mr. Addifon made a prefent of his baok of Travels a
Dr. Swift, 1o the blank Teaf of which he wrote the following wordsg

To Dr. Jlowatraw Swirr.
The moft agreeable companion,
The troeit friend,
And the greateft genius of his age,
This book is prefented by his
Mokt humble Servant,
The AUTHOR,

friendhip,
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ﬁ-uendihlp, at lealt on Swift's part. Addifon’s com-
ionable qualities were known but to a few, as an in-
. -vjncnble bafhfulnefs kept him for the malt part (ilent in
mixed compeanies; but Swift ufed to fay of him, that
‘his converfation in a #éf¢ 2 #éte, was the moft agreeable
“he had ever known in any one; and that in the many
- hours which he paffed with him in that way, neither of
them ever withed for the coming in of a third perfon.
““In the beginning of the year 1708, Swift ftarted forth’
fram his ftate of inativity, and publithed feveral pieces
'-upon religious and political fubjetts, asalfo in the hu-
mourous way, That which regarded religion ch1cﬁy,
was, An Argument againft abolilhing Chnﬁlamty ; in
which he purfues the fame humaurous method, which
was [o fuccefsfully followed in the Tale of a Tub.  Per-
haps there never was a richer vein of irony than runs
through that whole piece; nor cauld any thing be het-
":_'glcu]a:ed to {econd the general impreffian made by
_ "”I‘ﬂc of a Tub. Tt is certain, that Swift choughc
| _El;g ﬁ;tc of the Church in great danger, notwithftand-
ing any vote of Parliament to the contrary; and chis
chieRy from a fort of lethargic diforder, which had in
general feized thofe who ought to have been its warch-
-~ Jul guardians. Lo roufe them from this ftate, he faund
',u«ck]mg to be more effeCtual than laﬂnnc and that
~ he beft way to keep themn wakeful, was to make them
| -huzh
" [ was at this Juné'turc 100 he chofe to publith his po-
lmcal prlnmplcs Swift had been hitherto always clafl-
~ ed among the Whigs, as the only political trat of his
which had been publifhed was in their favour, and as
his chief conneltions were among that body,  And he
bimfelf had adopted the name ina * Copy of Verfes 1@

* Aod 1aft; my vengeance to compleat,
May you deicend w0 take renown,
Frevail’d on by the thing you hare,
A Wig. and one who wears a gown,

the
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the Honourable Mrs, Fiach. And indeed with refpe&‘
to government, there could not be a ftauncher Whim
than he was upon the old principles of Whiggifim, as
fet forth by him; but he was an utter enemy to fomé
new ones adopted by that ‘party, tn order to mlargc
their bottom, and which cvxdently tended to chubllc-
anifm. And as to their maxims with regard to reli-
gion, he widely differed from them. As thefe were
made an effential part of the character of a Whig at
that time, he could not be faid to be of their budy
‘The truth is, that Swift was a man of too much inte-
grity to belong to either party, while they were bol:‘l
fo much in the wrong. This he himfelf declared i m
the opening of the political Tra@ printed at this time,
entitled, © The Sentimeats of a Charch-of - Fngland- Mak
with refpelt to Re;’:pan gnd Goverimment ;" which bcglns
with thefe words:  Whoever has examined the con-
duét and prottuhngs of both parties for fome )eari
paft, whether in or cut of power, cannot well conceive
it poffible to go far towards the extremes of either,
without offering fome violence to his integrity, or un«
derftanding.” His motive for publifhing this Tra&
at that junCture, he has given in the following words!
“« When the two parties, that divide the whole Com-
monwealth, come once to a rupture, withour any hopes
left of forming a third wich berter principles to balance
the others; itfeems every man’s duty to choole one of
the two fides, although he cannot entirely approve of
either; and all pretences to neutrality, are juftly explo-
ded by both, being oo ftale and obvicus; only intend.
ing the fafety and cale of a few individuals, while the
public is embroiled. This was the opinion and prac-
tice of the latter Cato, whom 1 elteem to have been
the wifeft and the beft of all the Romans.  But before
things proceed to open viclence, the trueft fervice

private
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pl'wété man may ho‘pe to do his country, is, by un-
Iﬂiﬂing his mind as much as poflible, and then endea-
Enng to moderate between the rival powers ; which
& needs be owned i fair proceeding with the world ;
sdufe’icis, of all others, the leaft confiftenc with the
cotimon dcﬁgn of making a fortune, by the merit of
ad dpimon "
E$‘Wl‘ft from feveral circumftances at that time, ap-
,pl‘eﬁc'ndctl that the parties would {peedily come to an
dpkh riptré; he therefore thoughe it the duty of a
gaod cifizen to endeavour to form a third party out uf
the'more Moderate of each, that thould ferve as a check
1pbh the violence of both. With this view, he repre-
fents the extremes of both parties, and the evil confe-
Qucntes likely to enfue from each, in the ftrongelt
¥t #the fame time he clearly fhews that the mo-.
,dcr&e 9f Bdth hardly differed in any material point,
itikdpt afurider only by the odious diftindtion of
" $4¢ fet down in this piece, fuch a jutt, poli=
tlr:af “and réligious creed, fo far as related to any con-
nedlion berween Church and State, as every honclt fub-~
jeét of the Church of England muft at once affent to.
Aud ifdéed; “if it were in the pature of things, thata
patty’ could have been formed upon principles of mode-
rition, good- ferife, and public fpirit, his fcheme would
- Rave taken place, from the mafterly manner in which
- fe was propofcd His defign was, to engage all thole
of both parties, who withed well to the eftablithed
ehurc’n to unite together under the denomination of
Ehurch-of-England-men, inftead of the odious terms of
Hsgb antl Lot Cburcb calculated to keep up animofity ;
and by fo doing, to leave the more violent of both
parties, whofe numbers would in that cafe be much re-
duced, expofed to the world in their true colours,
mert!y by being fingled out in the diffcrent herds of
their
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their affociates, In that cafe, there were few Whig
fo loft to all fenfe of thame, as would choofe to be one
of a handful of Englifh Proteftants, at the head of &
numerous body of Se@aries of all kinds, Infidels, znd
Atheifts; as there would be few Tartes, who would
wifl to appear leaders of Papifts and Jacobites only,
Under the name of Church-of-England-man, none of
thofe enemies ta our ¢onflitution could have lifted;
whercas, under the vague names of Whig and Tory,
perfons of all denominations and principles were en-
rolled without fcruple, by both, mcrely to encreale
their numbers, and fwell the cry.  This projed&, for the
uniting of parties, feems to have taken flrong poflef-
fion of Swift, and not to have quitted him for fome
time, as we find he mentions ir in a * letter to Colonel
Hunter, in the beginning of the following year,
However, if this defign failed, he was determined,
whenever matters fhould come to an open rupture be-
tween the parties, not to remain ncutral ; but to choofe
that fide, which, upon the whole, fhould appear to
him the beft, according to the maxim before hud down,
In order therefore to render himfelf of the greater cons
fequence, he feems to have excrted himfelf this year
in the difplay of his various talcnts. Befide the two
admirable trats before-mentioned, he publithed, 4
Letter from a Member of the Houle of Commens in
Ireland, to a Member of the Houft of Commons in
England, concerning the Sacramental Teft.” Ashe
always kepr a watchful eye upon the motions of the
Prefbyterians, tlie intention of this piece was, not only.
to fruftrate their attempt o get the Teft A& repealed

* I amufe myfelf fometimes with weiting veries to Mrs. Finch, and
fometimes with projeQts for the uniting of partics, which 1 perfidl
over night. and burn in the morning,

Swirt’s firf Letter 2o Cofo Hunter,

in
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in Ireland bu: alfo to alarm the people in Tngland,
Aydhewing that their defign was decper laid, and that
the carrying of it firft in that country, was only intend-
ed as°a precedent for doing the fame here.  In rhe he-
fmoureus way, he wrote allo in this year thofe admiirable
p’épers on Partridge the Almanack Maker, which ap-
peared under the name of Tfaac Bickerftaff, Efy; and
ia poetry, An Elegy on the fuppofed death of Par-
tridge; the Story of Baucis and Philemon; and two
copies of Verfes on Vanbrugh's hounfe *.  So wide a
‘difplay of fuch different talents; fuch knowledge in po-
jitical affairs ; fo much good fenfe and ftrength of rea-
Toning, joined to fo pure and mafterly a ftyle; and a-
‘bove all, fo much wit, and fuch uncommon powers of
ridicule, could not fail of raifing prognofticks, thar he
- would prove the meft able and formidable champion
living, of that party whofe caufe he fhould efpaufe.
“The Whigs therefore, who had hitherto negleéted him,
-as confidering him in the light of a half brother, be-
‘gan now to dread, and confequently to pay him ereat
‘court, Their apprehenfions were quickensd by the -

* It appears from a memorandum in Swifd's hand-wrling, that he
had an intenricn this year 10 publifh a Volume of his Works, contift-
ing of the fellowing articies: Uétaber, 1707,

Suprets for a Vorume. Rea'ons agunft abo'tthing Chrife

tianicy,
-Difcourfe on Athens and Rome,  Bflay on Converfation.
Bickerltaff s Prciictions. Comestures on the Thouglis of
Elegy on Partridge. Pofterity choat me.
Letter to Bifhop of K. On tte prefent Talle of Reading.
Harris’s Petition, Apoiogy for the Tate, &c.
. Baucis and Pailemoa, Part'or an Anfaver w0 Gindal,
Vanbrugh’s Houle. Hiiory of Van's iionis.
The »alamander. Apolly outwited,  T'o Ardelia.
Ep gram on Mrs Floyd. Projeét for Reibvmation of Mane
M:d ation on a Broomftick, ners.
Sentiments of a Cau:cu-o\-lmg- A Laly s Table-Beak,
laad-Man. Tritical dilay.
E narrow
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narrow efcape which they jult then had of being turned
out of power, by the intrigues of Mr, Harley ; which
had very nearly taken place then, in the manner they
did two years afterwards.  No folicitations nor pro-
mifes were wanting, on their parts, to engage Swift on
their fide; but they found him a man of flubborn in-
tegrity; nor could any temptation prevail on him to go
the lengths which they wanted. Failing in this, their
next wifh was to {end him out of the way, in fomme ho-
ncurable poit. Thar of Sccretary to an intended em-
bafly to the Court of Vienna, was firft defigned for
him; but that projeét going off, there was a {cheme
on foot to make him Bifhop of Virginia, witha power
to ordain Priefls and Deacons, and a general avthority
over all the Clergy in the American Colonies.  There
could not have been a fironger bait thrown out to Swift -
than this; as it would gratify his ambition, by a molt
extenlive power, in the very {phere where he moft with-
ed to have ir, in the Churciy; as religion was always
nearclt his heart.  Accordingly we {ind that he was very
earneft in the purfuit of that poiar; but, unfortunately
for the interefts of religion in America, and as unfor-
tunately for the Whiggith Miniitry, notwithitanding
their promifes, that it fhould be doune, the defign fell
to the ground, and Swift remained in the {ame ftate:
remained on the fpot, filled with refeatment at their
treatment of him, and determined to wreak his ven-
geance on them, when opportunity fhould ferve, which
was not now far diftant.

Early in the following year, Swift publithed that ad-
mirable piece, called, A Projest for the ddvauncement of
Religion.  In which, after enumerating all the corrup-
tions and depravities of the age, he fhews that the
chief fource of them was the negle&, or contempt of
religion, which fo generally prevailed, Though at

firk
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fiet view this pamphlet feemed to have no other drift,
“but to lay dowh a very rational fcheme for a general re-
formation of manners; yet upon a clofer examination it
will appear to have been a very ftrong; though covert
attack, upon the power of the Whigs. It could not
have efcaped a man of Swift’s penctration; that the
Queen had been 2 long time wavering in her fenti-
ments, and that the was- chen meditating that change
in the Miniftry, which fometime afterwards took place.
To confirm her in this intention, and to halten the ex-
ecution of it, appears, frem the whole tenour of the
pamphlet, to have been the main objeét he had in view,
in publifbing it at that time. For though it feems de-
figned for the ufe of the world in gencral, and is parti-
cularly addrefled to the Countefs of Berkeley, yet that
it was chiefly calculated for the Queen’s perufal, ap-
pears from this; that the whole execution of bis Pro-
je& depended upon the impreflion which it might make
upon her mind; and the only means of reformation
propofed, were fuch as were altogether in her own
power. At fetting out, he fays; « Now, as univerfal
_and deep-rooted as thefe corruptions appear to be, I
am utterly deceived, if an effedlual remedy might not

be applied to moft of them; neither am I now upon a
wild fpeculatlve projeft, but fuch a one as may be ea-
fily put in execution. For, wlile the prerogative of
giving all employments continues in the Crown, either
immediately, or by fubordination, it is in the power of
the Prince to make piety and virtue become the fathion
of the age, if, at the fame time, he would make them
neceflary quahfications for favour and preferinent.”
He then proceeds ro thew the neceflity of her Majefty’s
exerting her avthority in this way, by a very free oo-
fervation, couched under one of the fineft comphments
that ever was penned:  Ic is clear from prefent expe-
E 2 rience,
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ricnce, that the bare example of the belt Prince, will

not have any wighty influence where the age is very

corrupt.  For, when was there ever a berter Prince on -
the throne than the prefent Queen? I do not talk of

her talent for government, her love of the people, or

any other qualities that are purely regal; but her piety;
charity, temperance, conjugal love, and whatever other
virtues do beft adorn a private life; wherein, without
queftion, or flattery, fhe has no fuperior: yer, neither
will it be fatyr or peevifh invedive to affirm, that infis
delity and vice are not much diminifhed fince her co-
mine ro the Crown ; nor will, in probability, until more
¢ffeftoal remedies oe provided.”

T'he chicf remedy he propofes, 15, € To bring reli-
eion into countenance, and encourage thofe, who, from
the hope of future reward, and dread of furure punith-
ment, will be moved to aét with jofltice and integrity.
This is not to be accomplifhed 1 any other way, than
by introducing religion as much as poflible, to be the
turn and fafhion of the age, which only lies in the
power of the Adminiitration ; the Prince, with utmoft

riftnets, repulating the Coure, the Miniftry, and other
perlons in great employment; and thefe, by their ex-
ample and aurhority, reforming all who have depend-
ence on them.” _

Having expatiated on this topic, and {bewn how
ealily tuch a defign might be carried into cxecution, if
the Queen would only form [uch a determination, he
proceeds to enforce his arguments by confcientious mao-

Ctives; which were likely to bave the flrongelt effeds
upon ont of {uch a truly religious turn as the Queen
was. After having juft mentioned [ome points of re-
formation, in which the aid of the Legillatore might
be found neceflary, he fays, ¢ Bug this is belide my
prefent delign, which was only to fhew what degree

of
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of reformation is in the power of the Queen, without
interpofition of the Legiflature; and which her Majelty
is, without queltion, obliged in conltience to endea-
vour by her authority, as much as fhe does by her prac-
tice,”

And in another place he fhll mare fereibly urges ar-
guments of the fame nature: < ‘Ihe prefent Queen is
a Prince of as many and great virtues, as ever filled
athrone: how would it brighten her charaéter to the
prefent, and after ages, if e would exert et vemott
authoricy to inftil fome fhare of thole virtues ito her
people, which they are too degenvcrate to learn, only
from ler example.  And, be it {poke with ail the ve-
reration poffible for {o excellent a Sovereign; her bett
endeavours in this welghty affair, 2re a moft important
part of her duty, as well as of her ntereft, and her
honour.” '

Nothing could have been better conrrived to work
vpon the Queen’s difpofition, than tlie whole of this
Tra&. In which the author firlt hews thar all the cor-
ruptions and wickednefs of the times, zrole from irre-
ligion : he fhews that it 1s in her Mujelty’s power alene,
without ather aid, to reltore religion to s true Initre
and force, and to make It have a general Iniluenc: on
the manners and conduct of her peopie: and then he
urges the (trongelt motives, of honour, of interelt, and
of duty, toinduce lier to enter upon the nmediate ex-
ercife of that power. And to render whar he eflvred
vpon that head more forcible, it was apparently written
by fome difintercfted hand, fromn no otaer priuciple
but a due segard roreligion and morality.  For the au-
- thor artfully fupprefed all mennon of party: and yer,
ppon a cloler examinartion, 1t would appear, that nothing
could be more directly, though covertly, aimed at the
deftruétion of the power of the Whigs, For the firit

E 3 itep
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ftep propofed to render the defign cffeGual, was, that

“the Queen fhould employ none in her Miniltry, or in
any oflices about her perfon, but fuch as had the caufe
of religion at heart: now this was in effect to fay, that
fhe muit begin with turning out the Whigs, or Low-
Church Party, who in general profefled either an in-
difference to, or contempt of religion; and choofe her
Oflicers from among the Torics, or High- Church-party,
with whom the fupport of the interelts of religion, was
the fult. and molt generally avowed principle,

After the publication of this piece, Swift went to-
Ireland, where he remained ull the revolution tn the
Miniltry took place, which happened in the following
year; when Mr, Hasley, and Mr. St. John, the heads
of the Tory-party in the Floufe of Commons, were
appointed to fill the chief offices; the former, that of
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the latier, that of prin-
cipal Secretary of Srate,  During this interval, Swife
paffed much of his time with Mr. Addifon, who had
gone over to Ireland as Firlt Secretary to the Farl of
Whaston, thea Lord Lieutenant of that kingdom. By
this means he had an opportunity of betng an eve-wira
nels of the corruptadminiftration of affairs in that king-
dom, under that Lord’s government, which he after.
wards capofed to the world in fuch ftrong and adious
colowrs.  Ilad Swift been intent oely on his own pro-
motion, 1t is probable that he mighe eafily have ob-
tained preferment in {redand at that jun@ure, on ac-
count of his preat intimacy with the Secretary 5 bue he
weuld have fcorned to pay court 1o a Vieeroy of fuch
a charaller, or even to have accepted any favour at his
hands.  Upon the change of affairs ar Court, whena
new Minifiry was appoinerd, Swift was requefted by
the Bilhops of Lieland to take upon him the charge of
folliciuing a remiffion of the firft-fruits, and twr:niieth_

party


jbrowne
Rectangle


DOCTOR SWIFT, 55

* parts to the clergy, of that kingdom, Tt was not with.
out great relutance, that he accepted of this office,
for reafans hereafter to be aigned : but his regard to
the interelts of the Church, outweighed all other cen-

_ fiderations, and he accordingly fer out for Lugland, as
foon as his credentials were ready.

SECTION IIL

From the InTrovuction 2o Mr. Hareey, fo ke Dearn
of the Quunn.

ON his arrival in London in the month of Scp-
tember, 1710, he found that open war was declared
between the two parties, and raged with the urmoft
violence. There was no room for moderating {chemes,
-and according to his own maxim, that a good citizen
could not remain neutral in {fuch a fituation of affairs,
Swift was to choole his party, and to declare himfelf
sccordingly. Ilis arrival ac that crifs, filled the Whigs
with joy, as in general they looked upon him to be of
their party ; but the leaders among them were not with -
out their apprehenfions, being confcious of the ill
treatment he had met with at their hands.  Of this,
take the following account from Swift himfelf *. < All

* At this time, and during his conneftion with the Minifiry after-
wards, Swift kept a regular journal of all the moit remarkable events,
aswell as littke anecdotes, which he tranfmitted vvery fortnight ro
Stella, for her private perofal, and that of Brs. Dingley, but upon
condition thatit fhorld be communicated to no other perien whaifoever,
This journal was luckily preferved, and fomctime finer given to the
world  Asnothing could better thew $wifi’s own fentiments with re-
gard to affuirs at thatftime, and the motives which induced him to

-take the part he did in them, thau fuch a journal, written as it were
to the heur, and tranfimitied to that perfou in the world to whom his
heart was molt open; the account of his conduél, during that bufy
time, will, wherever there is an opportonity, be curivboraied by ex-

trafls from 1it.
E 4 the
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he Whigs were ravithed to fee me, and would have

laid hold on me as a twig, to [ave them from finking;
and the great men were all making me their clumiy
apolugies. Ttis good to fee what a lamentable con-
fuiion the Whigs ail make of my iil-ufage.,” On the
other hand, the Tories were exceedingly alarmed at his
arrival, as they had always confidered him in the light
of a Wiz, and as the lcaders of their party had not
even the Jealt perfonal knowledee of him ; how ftrong
their apprehenfions muft have been, we may judge from
a paffage in Swife’s Journal of the following year, dated
June 30, 1711, where he fuys, that, < Mr. Hartey and
Mr. Sceretary St. John, frequently protefted, after he
had become their intimate, that ke was the only man
in England they were alraid of.”  1a fuch a difpolition,
therefore, it is to be [oppoled, that a vifit from Dr,
Swife to Mr. Harley, was by no means an unacceptable
thinz. T'he occalion of this vifit is fet forth at large,
in the letcers which paficd between v King, Archa
bithop of Dublin, and Dr. Swif, publithed 1n his
Worlts. Upnn his lcaving lrelaad, Swilt had unders
taken to follicic the afivir of the firlt-fruits, and twens
tieth pasts, for the benslit of the Clerey in lIreland,
which had been long depending, and in vain attempted
by two Bithops {et over for that purpofe by the whole
body.  lahis & ft letrer 1o the Archbilhop on that fub-
1ty he favs, As foon as | oreceived the pacquets
from your Grace, 1 went to walt upon Mr, Harley, 1
had prepared hnn belore, by anothier hand, where he
was very intimate; and got myfelf reprefented (which
Vaoight jullly de) as one extemely 11 ufed by the Jalt
Miniltry, after fomne obligations, becaufe T refufed to
go certain lengrhs chey would have e’ He alter-
wards gives fuch an accouat of the whole tranlaclion
as might be proper to be thewn.  Buc in his Journal
ia
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o Etella, he is more particular.—O&ober 4, 1710.—

- ¢ Mr. Harley received me with the greateit refpect and
~ kipdnefs imdginable, and appointed me ap hour, two

or three days after, to open my bufinefs to him.”

_ October ».
<« [ 1ap no fooner told him my bufinels, but heen-

tered into it with all kindnefs; afked me for my powers,

and read them; and read Likewifv the memonal I had

~ drawn up, and putitinto his pocketto fhew the Queen;

told me the meafures he would cake; and, o thort,
faid every thing 1 could with. Teld me he mult bring
Mr. St. John and me acquainted; and fpoke fo many

. things of perfonal kindnefs and efteem, that 1 am in-

clined to believe what fome friends had told me, that
he would do every thing to bring me over. He defired
me to dine with him on Tuclday ; and, after four hours

being.with him, fer me down a St. James’s Colices

houfe in a-hacknéy coach.

"¢ { muft cell you a great piece of refinement in ITar-
fey. He charged me t come and fee hin often; 1
told him 1 wus loth to trouble him, 1in fo much bufi-
nefs as he had, and defired L might have leave to come
at his levee ; which he immediately refufed, and faid,
# Thar was no place for friends,”

O&aber to, 1-10.

¢« Harrey tells me he has hewn ty memorial to the
Queen, and feconded it very hearedy s Lecaufe, faid
he, the Queen defigns tw fignify it to the Bithops of
Ireland in form, and rake notice that it was dope vpon
a memorial from you ; which he f1d he did to make it
look more refpectful to me: 1 believe never any thing
was compafled fo {oon, and purely done by my perlonal
gredit wich Mr, Harley ; who is fo exceflively obliging,
' that
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that | know not what te make of it, unlels to fhew th&j"
rafcals of the other party, that they ufed a man unwor- a
thily, who had deferved better. He fpeaks all the'
kind things to me in the world.’

|

5

Ofober 14, °

«“ I sTanp with the new people ten times better than |
ever | did with the old, and forty times more carcfed,”-

When we confider the rapidity of Mr. Harley’s mo-
tions on this nccalion, who was remarkable for procraf- |
tinacion, and the open freedom of his behaviour toward
Swift, o contrarv to that clofenefs and referve, which
were his charaéteriitics, weinay judge of his cager de-
fire to fix him in toeir party, Nor was this hard to be
accomplifhed : switt kad Jong in his own mind been
of their fide; and he only waited for fuch a favourable
junéture as now offcred ro declare himfelf.  Mr. Har-
ley’s uncommon condefcenhion, flattered his pride;
and che obligingnefs of his behaviour, engaged his
friendthip. Accordingly, after he had enqmred into
their plan, and che meafures which they intended to
purfuc, as he found them entirely confonant to his own |
fentiments, he embarked without hefitation in cheir
caufe, and entercd into thelr interefts with his whole
heart. Ilis approbation of their mealures he expreffes
in the following manner in his Journal.

November 29, 17710,
¢ Tre prefent Minilftry have a difficult tafk, and
want me.  According to the beft judgment I have,
they are purfuing the true interelt of the publick, and
therefore I an glad to contribuce whar lies in my
power,” o

The
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The writers on both fides had before this taken the
field, and attacked each other with great acriinony.
On the Whig-fide, were Mr. Addilon, Bifhop Burnet,
Bir Richard Steele, Mr. Congreve, Mr. Rowe, and
many others of lefs note.  On the part of the Tories,
the chief writers were, Lord Bolingbroke, Bithop At-
terbury, and Mr. Prior.  They had begun a Weekly
Paper, called, The Examiner, which was the joint
work of thole three celebrated Writers, and had pu-
blithed twelve numbers, But as {oon as Swilt declared
Aimfelf, they thought all aid to him unneceflary, and
the whole conduct of that Paper was from that time
pout into his hands, Te entered the field alone, and,
.with a Samfon-like firength, fcorned afiftance, and de-
fpifed numbers. His power of ridicule was like a flail
in his hand, againft which there was no fence.  Though
he induftrioufly concealed his name, yet his friend Ad-
-difon foon difcovered him, and retired prudently from
‘the field uf battle, leaving the reft expofed to the at-
tacks of .this irrefittible champion; by whom it muft
be allowed they were unmercifully handled, till, one
after another, they were all Jaid low. His firft Paper
was publithed on the 2d of November, 1510, No. 13,
of the Examiner, which was about a month afier hig
.antroduétion to Mr, Harley; and he continued them
without interruption vll June 7, 1711, where he drop-
.ped it, clofing it with Ne. 44, and then leaving it to
- be carried on by other hands. During thistiime he lived
in the vtinoft degree of confidence and tamiliarity, not
pnly with Mr. Harley, but che whole Miniltry. Mr
Secretary Sr.]ohn was not behind Mr, Harlev, either
in defire of culiivating Swift's acquaintance, or in ad-
drefs, which the following extraét from his Journal will
faficiently fhew.

Novem-


jbrowne
Rectangle


6o THE LIFE OF

November 11, 1710,

« | piNED to-day, by invitation, with t}w Seer ctaryé
of State, Mr, 5t john. Mr. Harley came in to vs b-:m
fore dinner, and made me his excufes for not mmng
with us, becaule he was to recerve proplf- wlho came r.o
propofe the advancing of moncy to the t'ozumntnc*
The Secretary uled me with all the kindnels in the,
world.  Prior came in after dinner 5 and upon an oce
calion, the Sceretary fuid to him, ¢ The belt Lhingl-'
ever read is not your's, but Dr. Swift on Vanbrugh;™
which [ do not reckon fo very gond nerther; but ”rior;
was damipr, oll T ftuffed him with two or three compll-'
ments. ife told me, ameng other things, that Mr.
Harley complained ne could keep nothing from me,
I had the way fo much of getting into him. 1 kaew
that was a refinemene, a2nd {o I old him; and it was {o,
Indeed it is hard to fce ihefe great men vie me like ong
who was their betzers, and the puppies with you in Ires
land hardly regarding me.  But there are fome realong
for all this, which I will tell you when we nieet.,”

In another place, he fays, March 3, r710-11.

¢ { piwen with Mr, Harley to-day. Every Satur
day, Lord Keeper, Secretary St. John, and I, dine
with him, and fometimes Lord Rivers, and they letin
none elfe, I ftaid with Mr. [Tatley till nine, when we
had much difcourfe together, afier the reft were gone,
and I gave him very truly my opinion, when he defis
red 1t.”

February 18, 1710-11,°

¢ Spererary St. John would needs have me ding
with him to-day; and there I found three perfons T ne
ver {aw, two I had no acquaintance with, and onel
did not care for : fo I left them early, and came home,
il
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it bemg ro day to walk, but fcurvy rain and wind.” The
Secretary tells me he has put a chear upon me; for
- Biord Peterborough fent him twelve dozen Bafks of
; Borgundy, on condition I fhould have my fhare; but
. he never was quiet till they were all gone; fo I reckon
" e owes me thirty-fix pounds.”
¥ February 25.
L I DINED tO- day with Mr. Secretary St. Joha, on
condition I might choofe my company, which were
Lord Rivers, Lord Carteret, Sir T. Manfel, and Mr.
Lewis. [ invited Matham, Hill, Sir Joha Stanley,
and George Granville, but chey were engaged; and I
did it in revenge of his having tuch bad company when
I dined with him before, So we laughed,” e,

- 'In the beginning of February, there was a piece of

Behaviour in Mr, Harley towards Swift, which nettled
" fim to the quick, and had near ly occaflioned a breach
between them, 6( this Swift gives the following ac-
count in his Journal.

February 6, 1710,
¢ Mr, Haniey defired me to dine with him again
to-day, but I refufed him; for I fell out with him yef™
terday, and will not fee him again till he makes me
amends.”

February 4.
¢ I was this morning early with Mr. Lewis of the
Secretary’s Office, and faw a letter Mr, Harley had fent
‘him, defiring to be reconciled; but I was deaf to all
* intreatics, and have deflired Lewis to go to him, and
Jet him know 1 expefted farther fatisfaltion. If welet
. thefe great Munifters pretend tos much, there will be
' no
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no governing them. He promifles to make me eafy;
if 1 will but come and fee him; but I won’t, and he!
thall do it by meffage, or I will cafl him off. 1 will
tell you the caufe of our quarrel when I fee you, and:
refer it to yourfelves.  Inthat he did fomething, which
he intended for a favour, and I have taken it quite
otherwile, dilliking both the thing and the manner,
and it has heartily vexed me; and all I have faid is
truth, though it looks like jett: and I ablolutely refu,
fed to fubmit to his intended favour, and expeét farther
fatisfaétion.”

In a fubfequent part of the Journal he acquaints
Stelia with the caufe of quarrel,

March 7, 1710,

* Yrs, [ underftand a cypher, and * Ppt guefles
right, as fhe always does. He gave me &/ bfadmmk
Lboinlpe dfaonr ufainfbtoy dpeenufnad t; which I fent him
again by Mr. Lewis, to whom I wrote a very com-
plaining letter, that was fhewed him, and o the mat-
ter ended.  He told me he had a quarrel with me; [
{aid T had another with him, and we returned to our
friendthip, and I (hould think he loves mne as well asa
great Minifter can love 2 man in fo fhort a time.”

Nothing could have been confidered by Swift as a
greater indignity, than this offer of Mr. Harley's,
which put himn on the {osting of a hireling Wilter,

* Stcila,

+ This is a fort of cypher, In which, to difgsif the words, feper.
flaons letrers are introducad ; and the way to read it is to pafs over
thot™ tetteis, wnd retain only fuch s w/ll mzke out words and fenfs,
in the fellowing manner, where the letiers to be retined ate capitals,
Al Bs Ad Nn K 1BofaLp: dF.OuR obalaifbTe¥ dPeOnUfNaD, -
That is, o Back Bl for ffty pound,

Accordingly,

4
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Mﬁﬂl‘dmgifs he was determined to let him fcn: how -
nl.lc;h he had miftaken his man, by refufing to fee hin
;gun till he had atked his pardon by a third hand.

e laid hold of this opportunity, to let the Miniftry
Pnow how he expetted to be treated by them for the
future: asa man, who not only fcorned a flate of de-
- pendance, but who could not bear any thing that might
garry the Jealt appearance of it: as one who encered a
:vo,luntcr:r in their caufe, and who ftorned to lie under
‘any obligation, or accept of any thing to which he was
.ot jultly entitled by his merits: and laltly, as one,
who, confcious of his abilities to ferve the publick,
expetted to be confidered by them as their coadjutor
in the caufe, and to be treated on a footing of entire
cquaﬁ_!)’- .Acc'ordingl)r, immcdiate])r after Mr, Elar.
ley had made his peace with him, he f(hewed, by an
.extraordinary piece of behaviour, that he was derer-
_hined.to exa@ this from them, without bating the
{jmllcﬂ: article. The circumftance is mentioned in the
followmg paﬂ‘age of the Journal,

. February 12, 1710,
, .« ] DINED to- day with Mr. Secretary St. John: I
went to the Court of Requefts at noon, and fent Mr,
-Harley into the Houfe to call the Secretary, to let him
know I would not dine with him if he dined late.”

When this ftory is told, without any other circum-
ftance, and we are informed that a private Clergyman,
Vicar of a [mall country living, in an obfcure part of
the world, f{ent the Prime Minifter of Greac Britain, to
bring out to him the Firlt Secretarv of Srate from the
Senate-houfe, where he was engaged in the important
bufinels of the naton, upon fo frivolous an occafion,
we fhould be apt to confider it was a wanton exertion

5 of
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of the moft infolent pride. But, when we reflelt that
~this-was done the very day after he was reconciled to
 Mr. Harley, and that he took the ftft opportunity of
retaliating the flight put upon him a few days before,
it can only give us a high opinion of his magnanimity,
Befides, upon this reconciliation, he thought it necef-
fary to give both Minifters a fpecimen of the terms up-
_on which alone their union could continve, the princi-
pal of which was a molt perfeét equality. Fow lictle
Swift was willing to allow them any {uperiority, may
be judged by an expreflion in his journal the next day
after this incident.

February 13, 1710-11.
¢ I nave taken Mr. Harley into favour again,”

And it foon afterwards appeared how readily thefe
Minilters came into his terms, as may be [een from the
following paflage.

Febroary 17, 1710-11.

¢ Tue Miniftry are gond honeft hearty fellows: [
ule them like dogs, becaufe 1 expect they will ufe me
fo. Thev call me nothing but Jonathan, and I faid |
believed they would leave me Jonathan as they found
me; and that | never knew a Minilter do any thing for
thofe whom they wmirke companions of thelr pleafuress
and [ believe you will find it {o, but T care not.”

Flow tenacious fir was of his richts in this refped,
and how ready totase thie alsnm upon the Teatl appear-
ance of thar beag mfringed, we may judge flomn the
foilowinr acvouut of whar pufied besween tive Secrerary

and hi, fome thve aiter, oa aa occafion of that lort,

Aprily
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Apnl 1, 1911,

“ [ prvep with the Secretary, who feemed terribly
down and melancholy ; which Mr. Prior ar.d Lewis ob-
ferved as well s L: perhaps fomething is gone wrong;
perhaps there is nothing in it

Apri 3
“ 1 carren at Mr, Secretary’s, to fee what the .
ailed him on Sunday : 1 made him a very proper fpeech,
told him 1 obferved he was much out of temper; chac
Idid not expect he would tell me the caufe, bur would
be glad to fee he was in betrer; and ane thing I warned
him of, never to appear cold to me, for I would not
be treated like a fchool-boy; that [ had felt oo much
of that in my life already : that I expeéted every great
Migitter, who honoured me with his acquaintance, if
he heard or faw = any thing to my difadvancage, would.
let me know it in plain words, and not put me in pain
to guefs by the change or coldnefs of his countenance
ot behaviour ; for it was what [ would hardly bear from
acrowned head, and [ théught no fubjed’s favour was
worch it *; and that I defigned to let my Lord Keeper,
and Mr. Harley, know the fame thing, that they might
ufe me accordingly. He ook all right; faid I had
reafop ; vowed nothing ailed him, but fitting up whole
 fights at bufinefs, acd one night at drinking: would
have had me dined with him and Mrs. Matham’s bro-
ther, to make up matters; bur I would not: I don’t
know, but | would not.. But indeed I was engaged.
with my old friend Rollinfon; you never heard of him
before.”

. *-Jn afublequent part of the Journal to Stella, he fays, © Don't you
remember how I ufed to be in vain, when Sir William Temple wald
ook cold and out of hamour for thiee or fuur days, and I ufed to jul-
peft 2 hundrad reafens ? I have plucked ep my fpisit fince then, faith;
be fpoilcd a fine gentleman,”

K From
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From this time we find that Swift was treated by the
Miniliry with the woft unrelerved confidence in regard
ta public affairs, and the molt familiar intimacy in pris
vate ; being always preflent at their mofl fecret confols
tations in political masters, and a conltant companion.
of their cholen parties, to enliven their focial hour,

Swifc has given us the following view of the light
ta wihich he confidered the fitnation of affairs about’
thatg time.

March 4, 1710
¢ Trurs kingdom is certainly ruined, as much as was
ever any bankrupt Merchant.  We muft have a peace,
let it be a bad or a good one ; though no-body dares
talk of it. Thenearcr I look upon l:hlncrq, the worfle
1 like them. I believe the confederacy will foom break
to picces, and our factions at home increafe.  'The Mi-
niftry is upon a very narrow bottom, and ftand like an
1fthmus, berween the Whigs on one fide, and violent
Tories on the other,  They are able {eamen, butthe
tempeft is too great, the fhip too rotten, and the crew
all againft them.  Lord Sommers has been twice inthe
Queen's clofer, once very lately ; and the Duchefs of -
Somerfet, who now has the key, is amoft infinuating
woman ; and I believe they will endeavour to play the
farne game thac has been played againft them. 1 haye
told chem all this, which they know already; buc thep
caanot help it.  They have cauticned the Queen fo
much againft being governed, that fhe obferves it ton
much. I could talk till to-morrow upon thefe things,
but they makc me melancholy. [ could not but ob-
ferve larely, after much converfation with Mr. Harley; -
though he is the moft fearlefs man alive, and the leaft
apt to defpond, he confelfed to me, that, uttering: h:s '
mind to me, gave him eale,” o
Swift
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Swift was employed chicfly in writing the Examiners
till the beginning of the following June; when, ha.
ving with eafe foiled all his opponents in this tkirmifth-
ing way of fighting, he retited to prepare for the ge-
neral engagement, expeéled at the opening of the next
campaign, and which was likely to prove decifive with

- regard to the fate of che two parties. It is certain,
that his apprehenfions for the fide which he had em-
braced, were daily increafing ; and as he faid himfeif,
“ the nearer he looked upon things, the worfc he Iiked
them.” But his apprehenfions were either confined

~“within ‘his own breaft, or communicated only to the

: Mlm&ry, excepting 1n the Journal to Stella, where he
1s wholly without referve. He had {aid to her, fo early

- 48 January 7, 1710.—*“ In my opinion we have nothing
to fave us but a peace, and I am fure we cannot have
fuch a one as we hoped s and then the Whigs will bawl
what they would have done, had they centinued in
power. I tell the Miniftyy this as much as I dare, and
fhall venture to fay a little more to them.”

+ Afterwards, he gave her an account of the danger
‘they were 1n, froin the more violent Members of their
- QWA party.

Fehruary 18, 1710,

« We are plagued with an O¢tober Club, thar i,

a fer of above a hundred Parliament-men of the
covntry, who drink O&ober beer at home, and mrcet
every cvening at a tavern near the Parliament, 1o con-
fult on affairs, and drive things to extremes againft the

~ Whigs; o call the old Miniltry to account, and get
off five or fix heads, The Minifiry feem noeto regard
“them’; yet one of them- in confidence told me, that

. there mult be fomething thovght on to feitle things
Fa better,
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better. D'ii tell you one great fecret: the Queen, fens |
fible how much M was governed by the late Miniftry, -
Tuns a little into the other extreme; and is jealous in -
that point, even of thofe who got her out of the other’s °
hands. The Miniltry is for gentler meafures, and the
other Tories for more violent.  T.ord Rivers, talking -
to me the other day, curfed the Paper called the Exa-
miner, for fpeaking civilly of the Duke of Marlbo.
rough.  This I happened to talk of to the Secretary,
who blamned the warmth of that Lord, and {fome others; -
and fwore, if their advice werc followed, they would
be blown up in twenty-four hours.  And [ have rea.
fon to think, they will endeavour to prevail on the
Quern, to put her affairs more in the hands of a Mini-
ftry, than (he does at prefent; and there are two men
thought on, one of whom you have often met the
name of i my letiers.”

But though there were many external circunitances
which rendered the fituation of the Miniftry very pre-
carious, yet the chief danger arofe from themfelves,
through a want of concert and mutual confidence, fo
neceflary to men embarked in {o difficult an underta.
king. This was chiefly owing to the referve and myf-
terious condutt of Mr. Harley, which gave great uin-
brage to Mr. St. John, and had very nearly occafioned
a breach between them about that time, of which Swift
makes the following mention in his Journal, |

. Augult 27, 17110
I'sse Whigs whifper that our Miniltry differ among
hemfclves, and they begin to talk out the Secretary.
“They have fome reafons for their whifpers; .chough I
thuucmt it was a greater fecret, I do not much like
the prcfcnt poﬁurc of thmgs; 1 alwa}vs apprehended

that

l'i'
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that:any fzilling out would ruin them, and fo T have

i them feveral times.” '
“::Befide this referve in the Treafurer, there was a pro-
" raftination in his temper, which ill fuired fuch 2 junc-
qure-of affairs, as required the utmolt vigour and dif-
patch. _And though the Secretary was a man of great
: pms!nd_ﬁre, yet had he fuch a rurn to diffipation, as
imade him lofe opportunities, and produced as ill effets,
#s the procraftinating turn of the Treafurer, Of this
8wify complains in the following paffage of his Jour-
. . > .

. O&ober 31, 17171,
% Tue Duce is in the Secretary’; when 1 went to him
this morning he had people with him; but fays, we
are to dine with Prior to-day, and then will do all our
bufinefs in the afternoon; at two, Prior fends word
-be is otherwife engaged: then the Secretary and I go
.and dine with Brigadier Britton, fit till eight, grow
merry, no bufinefs done; we part, and appoint no
~ time to meet again. This is the fault of all the pre-
fent Minitters; teafing me to death for my affilttance, -

_Ilﬁﬂg tl'le_ whole Wfight Df thcir a_ffairs UPOH it, aﬂd
{fipping opportunitics.”,

On thefe, and many other accounts, things wore but
# very unpromifing afpect on the fide of the Tories ;,
efpecially as the leaders of the Whig-party were adlive,
vigilant, let Nlip no opportunity ; and ac the fame time,
being exafperated to the lalt degree act the lofs of their

ower, were determined to ftop at nothing, ta cqmpafs
the ruin of thofe who had fupplanted them. Yer,
however gloomy the profpe& might be, Swilt was not
of a temper to give way to defpondency. Kt is certain,

F3 ' wag
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that from the time he took a nearer view of the ftate of
things, he had little hopes that the caule in which be
had engaged would be brought to a happy iffue; yet
he determined, that, whenever it fthould fail, no part
of the milcarriage thould be Jaid at his door; and ac-
cordingly he exerted himfelf with the fame fort of ar-
dour, as is ufually raifed only by a near profpeét of fuc-
cefs, upon vigorous meafures. Not content with pere
forming every thing that was allotted to him in his ows
department, he let no opportunity flip of urging the
Minifters to do what was proper on their parts. He,
with great freedom, told them of their faults, or omif-
fions, fometimes in a ferious, fometimes in 2 jocofe
way, as opportunities offered. There is a little anec-
dote of that fort, which (hews how frecly he indulged
himfelf in this vein. Swift had received a prefent of a
curious {nuff-box from Colonel Hill, beautifully painted
with a varicty of figures, which he fhewed to Lord Ox-
ford ; who, after having examined the painting on the
hd, and admired the workmanfhip, turned up the bots
tom of the box, where he pied a figure refembling 3
goofe, ftudded on the cutfide of the box; vpon which
turning to Swift, he faid,  Jonathan, 1 think che Co
loncl has made a goole of you.”” ¢ ’'Tis true, my
Lord,” replied Swift, < but if you will look a little
farther, you will fce I am driving a2 fnail before me:”
which indeed happened to be the device. ¢ That’s fe.
-vere cnough, Jonathan,” faid my lLord, “but [ de.

ferved it
On anather occafion, he obferved to Lord Boling-
broke, that men of great parts are often unfortunate in
the management of public bufinefs, becaufe they are
apt to go out of the common road, by the guicknefs of
thelr imagination ; and he dclired his Lord ip to take |
notice, that the Clerks in his Office ufed a fort of ivory
knife,
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%mife, with a blunt edge, to divide a fheet of paper,

. “»wfiich never failed to cuc iteven, cnly requiring a fteady
‘#and; whereas, if they thould make ufe of a fharp pen-

Xnife, the tharpnefs would make it go often out of the

Xreafe, and disfigure the paper.

Thefe friendly admonitions of Swift, though they

.-’I\‘Iig-ht (ometimes produce good effefts in particular

tifés, when properly timed, yet could they do but
fitle towards eradicating faults, which feem 10 have
‘been in a grear'meafure conftitutional, and which were

~grown too ftrong by habit to be eafily overcome,

HMappy therefore was it for the Miniftry, that they had,
§n Swift, fuch a faithful monitor, to remind them of
‘their errors, and fuch an able coadjutor, to {upply their
'deficiencies. Asno man perhaps ever pofleficd a greater
degree of natural fagacity than Swift, or was mafter of
4 deeper penetration from clofe obfervations made on
‘##man nature, he often warnced the Minifters of dan-

~gersin their own {phere, which they did not fe¢, though

‘they had the advantage of being much nearer the fprings

‘of ation; but the acutenefs of his fight more than

made up for the diffcrent degrees of diftance. This

‘was' fufficiently fhewn by the event, as all his conjece
"tires proved to be well-founded; nor was there a fingle

prognottic of his that failed. Thele he was never fpa-
nog to communicate to the Mimfters, though the
phlegm of one, and diffipation of the other, generally
rendered fuch notices of little effeé.  They were in-

-deed fo very dilatary or remifs in their preparations for

the approaching conteft, and theif enemies fo vigilany
and ackive, that cheir ruin muft inevitably have been
accomplithed foon after the meeting of the Parliament,
had it not been for the meafures taken by Swift to pre-
ventit. Finding that he could not roufe the Miniftry
tu that ativity, which’fo critical a junture required,

| . he
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he determined to leave nothing undone, thatlay in his
own power, towards the fupport of the comnmon caufe.
There were two points, which he thought of the vtmoft
importance, and which therefore demanded the higheft
attention: the one was, to put an end to the cabals of
the Ottuber Club, which threatened the molt danger-
cus copfequences to the Miniftry: the other was, the
making of a Peace; without which, it was 2 maxim.
wirh kim that the Miniitsy could not ftand. The firft
of thefe points he foon accomplithed. He procuored 2
mmeeting of fome of the principal Members of the
Ciub at a tavern; where he gave them fuch cogent
reafons for the condutt of the Miniftry, as removed.
their fears and jealoulies.  This Meeting occafioned a
fulpicion tn many of the abfent Members, which was
followed by a divilion of the Club; after which, their
meetings being neither fo pumerous nor fo frequeng,
they gradually dwindled away; and, upon the feafon-
able publication of a hetle Pamphlet, by Swift, called,
< Some Advice to the Members of the Oétober Club,™
they were In general fo well fatisfied, chat their meet-
ings were no more heard of ; and thefe very Members
were afterwards the flaunchelt friends that the Miniitry
had in the lloule of Commons. The affair of the
Peacc was at a greater (¥1itm{:c, and alomt of infi-
nitcly more difEculty,  Neecflary as it was that it (hould
bt. accompliflied, in the difpolicion that the nation then
was, the Ml.nf’&:jy did not even dare to hint it, and.
there was but onc way in which they could attempr i,
with the leaft depree of fafety to themitlves; and that
was, by raifing {uch a clamour for Peace, as (hould
make the ﬂLpb taken towards it by the Miniftry, ap-
pear to be in confequence of the attention due to the
pencral voice of the ration, ‘This Swift undertook o
sccomplifh; and wich thar view hg took uncommen
' paing
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ify.in drawing up that famous political Tra&, called,
: _ﬂpCandu& of the Allies; the effeés of which will pre-
Jently be hewn.
saBut Swift had ftill a more difficult point to manags;
snd one, which was atrended with more immediate
danger thap all the reft; I mean, that of kecping the
Miniftry from quarrelling among themfelves, which Le
forelaw muft end in their total deftruftion *. The
“Frosfurer and Secretasry were of {uch different difpofi-
- tions, and fo listle agreed about the means to be pur-
fuad towards the attainment of the common end they
had in view, that it required the ntmoft addrefs to pre-
yent their coming to an.open rupture; which wauld
.probably have happened, even ar thar critical time,
-.had it ot been for Swift’s interpofition. Perhaps there
:was-no man living fe well qualified for the office of a
-mpedistor between them, as Swift. The cafe required
1thegonftant interpofition of fome comman friend 1o
~both, who fhould not be fulpefted of any partiality o
either, or of any interefted views in the advice he
+fhould give ; at the fame time of one, who would fpeak
.his mind with uplimited freedom tp each feparately, or
both tagether, without fear of difobliging. He muft
therefore be 2 man, whofe afliftance was of fo much
moment to each, in the profecution of their feveral de-
~ figns, that neither would dare to break with the other
unreafonab]y, lett his whole weight ﬁmuld be thrown
into the appofite fcale.  And perhaps there was no man
living, at that junfture, who could perfeltly anfwer
this defcription, but Swift.  Accardingly we find, that
for the fpaca of more than two years aficrwards, though

¢ Swift, in a letter to the Archbifhop of Dublin, fays, ¢ take
the fafety of the prefent Miniftry to confift in the agrecment of three
great men, Lord Keeper, Lord Trealurer, and Mr, Secretary 3 and
fo I have told thein together, between jot and carneit, 2nd two of them
feparasely, with more earnefinefs.”
' there

s
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there was much ill blood, and many bickerings betweea
them, he kept them from coming to an open ruptute;
and the incurable breach, which afrerwards enfued,
was made during his abfence inIrefand, when he went
to take poffeflion of his Deanry.

In this critical fituation of affairs, and in the midf
of that load of bulinefs which was thrown upon Swift’s
fhoulders, let us flop a while, to admire the vigour
and activity of his mind, which, ar fuch a juafture,
could find letfure to throw out, as if it were a holiday
tafk, his favourite defign, of eltablithing the Englith
Ianguage on fome folid foundation.

In a letrer to the Archbifhop of Dublin, dated
July 12, 17171, there is this paffage, ¢ [ have been
engaging my Lord Treafurer, and the other great mes,
in a project of my own, which chey tell me they will
embrace, efpecially his Lordfhip., Heis ro creét fome
kind of fecicty, or academy, under the patronage of |
the Minilters, and protection of the Queen, for cor
refhing, enlarging, palifhing, and fixing our language,
The methods mult be left to the fociety; only I am
writing 2 letter to my Lord Treafurer, by way of pro, |
pofsls, apd fome general hints, which I defign co pu.
blifh, and he expeéts from me. Al this may come to
nothing, although I find the ingenitous and tearned men -
of all my acquaintance fall readily in with it; and fo ]
hope will ynu% Grace, if the defign can be well exepus
ted. I would defire at leifure fome of your Grace’s
thoughts on this matter.”

As the tine of the Pariiament’s mecting approached,
which was to decide the fare of the parties, Swift ap-

plied himfelf clofcly to the finithing of a work, from
which great matters were expelled, toward inclining
people to the main objelt of the Miniftry, a Peace. |

His
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en, 408 Arft mention of it to Stella, is in his Journal,
Qfober 26, 1711, “ We have no quiet with the
- Whigs, they are (o violent againft a Peace; but I will
sool them, with a vengeance, very foon, I have writ-
" a4 paper, which the Minifters reckon will do abun-
dance of good, and open the eyes of the nation, wha
‘wre half bewitched againft a Peace. Few of chis gene-
‘nion cap remember any thing but war and taxes, and
they think ir is as it fhould be; whereas it is certain,
wk are the moft undone people in Europe, as [ am afra:d
{:thali make appear beyond ali contradittion,”
- Upon the meeting of Parliament, on the 7th of De-
“gember, 1711, Swift’s apprehenfions and prognofticks
proved to be but too well founded. He faw clearly,
ghat if the Queen did not fand firm in fupport of the
. Miniftry, they were undone; and from a knowledge of
her temper, he dreaded fome change in her, from the
énfuence which the * Duchefs of bomerfe: had over
er; who had fucceeded the Duchefs of Marlborough
i her favour, and whofe hufband was avowedly bent
on the deftruétion of the Miniftry. His fears proved
indeed to have been too well founded. What paffed
on this'occafion, is thus related in his Journal, Decem-
her7, 1711, The Earl of Nogtingham began, and
fpoke againft a Peace, and defired, that in their Ad-
drefs they might put in a claufe, to advife the Queen
pot to make a Peace without Spain; which was deba-
ted, and carried by the Whigs, by about fix voices, in
a Committee of the whole Houfe.,” The queftion’s
being then carried againft the Miniftry, was no fmall
‘furprifc te them, as they did not expett it, though

. * Ing letter to the Archbifhop of Dublin, Swift fays, *¢ You know
the Duchefs of Somerfet is a great favourite, and bas got the Duchefs
of Marlborugh’s key. She is infinuating, and d woman of intrigue 3
and will, I believe, do what ill offices fhe can 10 the Segretary.™

3 Swift
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Swift had often warned them of ir, and pointed out
the means by which it would be effefted. But the be?
haviour of the Queen, upon that occafion, was fuch a
thunderclap, as perfe@ly aftounded them, and made
them give over all as loft.  This circumftance is thup
related by Swift in his Journal, December 8, 1711,
« When the Queen was poing from the Houfe of
Lords, wheie fhe fate to hear the debate, on the 7th of
December, 1711, the Duke of Shrewfbury, Lord
Chamberlain, allked her Majelty, whether he, or the
Great Chamberlain Lindfay, ought to lead her out}
fhe anfwered fhort, ¢ Neither of yovu,” and gave her
hand to the Duke of Somerfet, who was louder than
any in the Houfe againft a Peace.”  This behaviour of
the Queen could be conftrued in no other light chan 3
defertion of the Miniftry, and accordingly it produced
juch an effeét, that Swift tells us, ¢ the claufe was car
ried the next day, in the Houfe of Lords, almoft twe
to one.”  The conlequences of this, are thus defcribed
by Swift, in his Hittory of the Peace of Urrecht,
« When this Addrefs, againft any Peace without Spain,
£7¢. was carried in the Houfe of Lerds, it is not eafy
ro deferibe the effect it had upon molt men’s paffiong,
The partifans of the old Miniftry triumphed loudly,
and without any referve, asif the game were their own,
The Farl of Wharton was obferved in the Houle to
fmile, and ro put his hands to his neck, when any of
the Minifiry was fpeaking ; by which he weuld have it
underftood, that fome heads were in danger. Parker,
the Chigf-Jultice, began already, with great zeal and
officioufnefs, to profecute authors apd printers of
Weekly and other Papers, and written in defence of
the Adminiitration : in fhort, joy and vengeance fat vis
{ible in every countenance of that party.

- 1£.0n
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w28 On the other fide, all well-withers to the Church,
. .'_ﬁill\le'cn,-or the Peace, were equally dejefted; and
- ghe Treafurer ftood the foremolt mark, both of his
. Smemies fury, and the cenfure of his friends. Among
© thelateer, fome imputed this fatal mifcarriage to his
v pﬁtra&inating nature ;. others, to his immeafurable
‘publick thrifi ] Both parties agreed, that a Firk Mini-
 Per, with very moderate fkill in affairs, might ealily

$ave govcrned the events; and fome bepan to doube,
whether the great fame of his abilities, acquired in
bther Rations, were what he jullly deferved.” Swifr
gives the following account of his firlt interview wirh
“the Lotrd Treafurer on this occafion, in his Journal,
December 8, 1711, < Mr. Maftham begoed us to
ftay, becaufe Lord Treafurer would call, and we were
sefolved to fall on him about his negligence in fécuring
& Majority, . He came, and appeared in good humour,
- @ plual, bugl thoughe his countenance was much caft
down,; Iraillied him, and defired him to give me his
faff, which he did; I told him, if he would fecure it
me a week, I would fet all right: he atked, how? |
{aid 1 would immediatcly turn Lord Marlborough, his
two daughters, the Duke and Duchefs of Somerler,
~ and Lord Cholmondeley, out of al} their employments;
and I believe he had not a friend but was of my opi-
nion. Arbuthnot afked, How he came not to fecure
8 Majority? He could anfwer nothing, but that he
could not help it, if people would lic and forfwear., A
poor anfwer for 2 great Minifter, There fell fiom him
8 Scripture exprellion, that the hearts of Kings are un-
Jearshable. 1 told him, it was what 1 feared, and was
from him the worlt news he could tell me. 1} begued
- him to know what wc had to truft to: he Ruck a tittle,
but at Jaft bid me not fear, for all would be well yet.”

Swilt'’s
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Swift's private fentiments on the occalion, are thus.
expreﬂ'cd in his Journal, December 8, 1711. ** This
is a long Journal, and of a day, that may produte
grear alterations, and hazard the ruin of England.
‘The Whigs are all in triumph, They foretold how H.
this would be, but we thought it boafting. Nay, they
fay the Parliament thould be diffolved before Chrift-
.mas, and perhaps it may. This is all your d——d
I— of Se—t's doing : 1 warned the Minifters of it
ninc months ago, and a hundred times fince. The Se
cretary always dreaded it. 1 told Lord Treafurer [
thould have the advantage of him, for he would lofe
his head, and I fhould onlv bc hanged, and fo carry
ny body entire to the grave.”

December 1§, 1711. ¢ Here are the firit fteps tos
wards the ruin of an excellent Miniftry, for I look
apon them as certainly ruined, Some are of opinion
the whole Miniftry will give up their places next week;

- others imagine, when the feffion is over. I do refolve,
if they give up, or are turned out foon, to retire fot
foine months, and I have pitched wpon the place al-
ready: 1 would be out of the way, wpon the firit of che
ferment; for they lay all things upon me, even fome I
have never read.”

Lord Oxford now perceived the ill effe&s of his tos
great fecurity 5 but as he was 2 man of great firmnefs
of mind, inffead of being daunted at the dangerous
{itvation of affairs, he applied himfelf vigoroully to re-
tricve what had been loft. Swift {peaks of him asa
man fruitful in expedients, and fays, *¢ He never wanted
a referve upon any emergency, which would appear
defperate to others:” and never did any eccafion call
more for the exertion of {uch talents. The firft necef-
fary ftep was to get the Queen hack out of the hands
into which fhe had fallen, and then to fix her fteadily in

the

—sﬂ—
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the purfuic of his meafures. He had the addrefs very
fogn 4o regain the Queen’s favour and confidence; and
dje Arik ufe he made of it was to reftore chie Majoricy
he had loft in the Hoble of Lords, by engaging her to
create twelve new Peers at once.  This, it muit be al-
lowed, was a defperace ftep, but the defperace ftate of
their affairs required it.  Swifr, in ipeaking of this
paint, (ays, « Yet, after all, it is a flraage, unhappy
neceffity, of making fo many Peers together; but the
Queen has drawn it upon herfelf by her trimming and
moderation.”” This could not fuil, however, of raifing
great clamours and jealoufies in the people. ¢ The
adverfe party,” ({ays Swift in his Hiftory) < being thus
driven down by open force, had nothing icfr but to
complain, which they loudly did : that it was a perni-
cious example fet for ill Princes to follow, who, by the
famie rule, might wake at dny time a hundred as well
astwelve; and by thefe means become mafters of the
Moufe of Lords, whenever they plealed, which. would
-be dangerous to our liberties.” :
This unpopulat mcafure was quickiy followed by
snother, which raifed a univerfal clamour both at home
and abroad ; and that was, the difmifling of the Duke
of Marlborough from all his employments.  This att,
whatever danger might attend it, was, to the Miniftry,
an act of neceffity; for matters were then carried to
fuch a height, that there was no alternative, but either
the Duke, or the Miniftry, muflt fall. FHowever,
though it kept them in for the time, it readered their
‘fruation exceedingly precarious.  The people, alarmed
at the-difmiffal of fo great and fortunate 2 General, in
the midit of a war, expected nothing to follow but a
fbameful Peace. The clamour for the continuance of
the war, became louder than ever, which was helped
oa by the prefence of Prince Eugene, who had lately
: _— arrived
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arrived in England, with the largelt propofals from the
Emperor for that purpofe.  All the Envoys from the
Allies beftirred themfelves every where to raife a {pirit
for War; and the Whigs; enraged to the laft degree,
at the total lofs of their power, by the fall of their
Chief, Ieft no {tone unturned to roufe the people. In
a [hore time, the nation feemed to have but one voice,
which was, for the continuance of the war; and it was
certain, that it the Miniftry could not carty a Peace,
it was impoflible they thould ftand. 1In this critical fi-
tuation of affairs it was, that Swift’s talents thone forth
in their higheft luftre. It was at this jun@ure, that his
ceicbrated policical Tra&t, called, The Conduff of the
Ailics, produced fuch marvellous effe@ts. Never did
any thing of that nafure caufe {o fudden a change in
the minds of the people. It immediately paffed through
feven editions, and eleven thoufand of them were fold
in Iefs than a month.  The Members, during the re-
cefs, had full ume to read and confider it well; and
Swift, ia lis Journul, gives the following account of
che effects which 1t produced, Febroary 4, 1711
¢ I'ie loufe of Comimons have this day made many
fevere votes about cur being abufed by our Ailies,
Lhofe who fpoke, drew all their arguments from my
book, and their votes confirm all I wrote, The Court
had a majerity of 150. All agree, that it was my
book that {pirired them to thefe refolutions.” And
thortly afterwards, fpeaking on the fame fubje, he
fays, February 8. ¢ The refolutions, printed the other .
day in the vores, are almoft quotations from it, and
would never have paffed, if thae book had not been
wittten.”  ‘That Swift had taken - uncommon pains
about tlus Tract, appears from another paffage, where.
he fays, “Itis ficic thould anfwer the pains [ have been
at about it.” - Thus did the Doctor amply fulfil hig
- predition

. _—__—J 'I
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prediction with regard to this book, in a paffage hefore
tited, where he fays; ¢« We have bo quiet with the
Whigs, they are fo violent againit a Peace ; bue I wilf
vool them with a vengeance, very foon.” The voice
of thé Commons was inmmediately backed by a greac
. majority without doors; who were made couverts by the
fame arguments.  Thus was the Miniftry indebred ta
Swift, not only for their immediaee prefervation, from
a-deftru@on which feemed inevitable; buot for fueh a
folid eftablithment in future; 2s could neither be uns
dermined or thaken by the arts ot viclenée of theirene.
tnies; and they had ndthing to fear, bur from their own
diffentions among themfelves. Afier fo fignal a fer-
vice; it is no wonder that he grew intu the deepelt cons
fidence with them, and thac they ever afier cherithed
him in their bofoms.

As the Miniltry were now at full liberty to purfue
their politiczl plan with fecurity, and to take all proper
smeafures towards bringing about a Peace; Swift, whofe
a&ive fpiric feems to have known no reft at that junc
wre, and who was cager to make ufe of the influence
he had obtained, towards doing fome great public
good, laid hold of this opportunity to prefs his plan of
an academy. In a letter to the Archbifhop of Dublin,
March 29, 1712, he fays; I lately wrote a letter of
sbout thirty pages to Lord Trealurer; by way of pro-
pofal for an academy, to corre; enlarge, and alter-
rain the Englith language: and he and I have hamed
above twenty perfons of both parties to be members,
I will thortly print the letter; and I hope fomething of
it. Your Grace fees I am a projetor too.” In a fuba
fequent one; he fays, upon the fame fubjet, “ My
Lord Treafurer has often promifed he will advance my
tefign of an academiy, fo have my l.ord Keeper, and
all the Minifters; buc they are now too buly to think

G of
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of any thing befide what they have upon the anvil, My .
1.ord Treafurer and I have already pitched upon twenty:
members of both parties; but perhaps it may all come
to nothing.” .

And afrerwards, in another letter, he {ays, ¢ As for
an academy to correct and fettle our language, Lord
Treafurer talked of it often very warmly; but I doubt
is yet too buly uvntil the Peace be over.”

Swift indeed foon found, rhat his eagernefs to ace
complifh a point, which he had fo much at hearr, had
made him pufh it at an improper feafon; pot only as
the hands of the Miniltry were full, but as he himfelf
had work enough cut out for him of another kind, A
numerous body of the Whig writers were continually
affaulting the Miniftry; with the uemoft violence ; and
they relied, for their defence, en the fingle arm of their,
doughty champion, Swift,

On the other fide, the two champions, on whom the
Whigs moit depended, were Bilhop Burnet and Mr,
Steel (afterwards Sir Richard) well known to the world
as writer of the greatelt number of thofe ingenious
Effays, which appeared under the titles of the Tatlers,
Speétarors, and Guardians. They placed great hopes
in two pamphlets, publifbed about this time ; one by
Bithop Burnet, under the title of Ay Inzredutfion o the
shivd Velume of his Hiftory of the Reformation: the other
by Mr. Steele, called, The Crifis. Thefe two were
immediately anfwered by Swift, with fuch infinite hus
mour, wit, ridicule, and ftrength of argument, as not
only blunted the edge of thofe pieces, butlowered the
eonfequence of the Authors themfelves fo much, by
raifing the laugh ftrongly againft them, as to deprivé
them of the power of doing future milchief. We may
judge of the effeét which thofe rwo panphlets mufb
have produccd at that critical time, when we confider

with
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With what delight they ave read at this day; on accotint
of gheirintrinfic merity though we are little interefted
vith regard to the évents which gave them birth. This
iodeed diftinguithes Swilt’s political wals from all
others ;. that thele were wrictar fora day s bis, for pers
petuity ¢ they borrowed their chief merit from ¢ircuin-
Bagces and times ; his, ftom the hontenfity of his ge-
nivs; their chief value arefe frem fafhicn, his, from

Weight. . And he (eems to have had the fame advantage
" over his antagon:ls, as Homer has given to Achilles,
By cloathing bim in celefiial armouvr; and furcithing
bim with weapons of ethereal remper,
 lomay perhaps feem [arpriiing, thaco after fo many
and ‘fuch importanc fervieces, Swift [fwold bave re-
mained {o long without prefermsor, or reward of any
kind; and the Minittry have on that account been chara
ged _wi_.th;ingratitude towards hun,  Bot they were {ar
from being vnmindful of his merits, and had secom-
mended bini to the Queen to fill a vacant Bifhopricke
But the Duchels of Somerfet, who entertained an im-
placable hatred againft him, determined to move 1Teas
ven and Earth to prevent his promotion taking place.
She firlt prevailed on the Archbifhop of York to oppefe
ke, whofk remarkable expreffion to the Queen was; 9 hat
ber Majefty frould be furc that the an wion fleway going 10
make s Bifhop; was o Chrifiinn.  Butas he covuld give no
better colour for chis furmife; than that Swift was fup-
pofed to be the Author of the Tale of a Tub, the
Bithop was confidered as adting officioullyy out of toa
indifcreet a zeal, and his interpofition was of no avail,
The Duchels then went in perfon to the Queen, and,
threwing herfelf on het knees, entreated, with tears in
her eyes, that fhe would not give the Bifhoprick to
Swift; at the fame time prefenting to her that excefs
fively bitter copy of verfes; which Swift had writie
G 4 againdt
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aglrz'rnﬁ her, called, The Windfor Prophecy.  The Queen;

upon reading them, was ftung with refentment at the
very fevere rreatment which he had given toa Lady, whe
was known to ffand highly in her favour, and as a mark:
of her difpleafure, paffed Swift by, and beftowed the
Bithoprick on another.

As foon as it was known that Swift was in difgrace
with the Queen, his enemies began to artack bim from
all quarters; and, as is wiual in {uch cafes, his Court
fricnds in general either deferted him, or looked coldly
on himr, There were feveral {peeches made againft
him, both in the Houfe of Lords and Commons; par-
ticularly by the Eart of Nottingham in the former, and
Mr, Walpole (afterwards Sir Robert) and Mr. Aiflabie,
who had before profeffed much friendthip for him, in
the latcer. The Scotch Lords went in a body to the
Queen, to complain of the Author of a Parnphler,
called The public fpivit of the }Hbigs, in which were ma-
ny paflages highly injucious to the honour of their na-
tion, and defiring that the Author mighe be brought to
condipn punxihment Accordingly, a reward was of-
fered by preclamation, of three hundred pounds, for
the difcovery of the Author of that plece. Bue Swift
was a man of too much courage, and knew his own
ferenath too well, to be much alarmed at all thefe threat-
ening appearances. Inflead of reniring, he ftood boldly
on his defence.  Ihis friend Lord Qxford too, z2nd the
relt of the Miniltry, efpoufed his caufe fo warnly, and
exerted their infucnce fo firongly in his behalf, thas
he {von appeared again at Cowrt in higher favour than
Tver.

In April 1713, [oon after the conchulion of the peace,
he was appointed Dean of St. Patrick’s in Dublio; and
In the begtaning of June following he fer out for fres
land, in order to be mmftalicd,  His intention was, ta
' take
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‘gwke up his refidence there for fome time; but the Mi-
‘hiftry, to whom his prefence was become necefary,
would not fuffer it; and were fo importunate for his
retura, that, after he had pafled chro’ the neceffary
fotms, and recovered from an iadifpofition, which had
wonfined him fome time at his living in the country, he
xewmed to London, tho' very unwillingly *. Upon
this arrival, he found his prefence neceflary on two very
miteriat accounts. One was, to prevent if poffible a
vupture between the Minifters, which was daily threat-
ened, a3 they had no lorger the tiz of common danger
40 cerrent them, fince the conclufion of the Peaces
the other was, to defend the Articles of that Peace;
which were now violently attacked. 1In the former of
thefle points, he fucceeded for fome time fo far as to
make them keep fair appearances towards each other,
whatever i1l will might be rankiing in cheir hearts. And
with regard to the latter, he applied himfelf to the
finthing of the Hiftory of the Peace of Utrecht, in
which he had made a confiderable progrefs, before he
had gone to take pofleffion of his Deanery. He was
likewile particularly employed at this juncture with re-
lation to the affairs of Ireland, where party-rage had
at that tume broken out into feveral violent and danger-
cus afts.” When he had finithed the Hiftory, he put
itinto the hands of Lord Oxford and Lord Boling-
broke, in order that it might be publithed ; and fcon
after returned to his Deanry.  But he had {carcely ar.
rived there, when there were a + hundred fetters fent

¢ In a letter to the Archbithop of Dublin, dated from Ireland, be
fays, **If your Grace gocth to London from the Bath, { believe I may
have the honour of waiting on you, althe’ I fhall do all in my powyr
to fave the trouble of (uch a journey, which nsither my fortunce nor my
bheatth will very well bear.”

1 See Swift’s letter to the late Larl of Oyxford,
G 3 after
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after him to recall him with all fpeed, in order to ife
his endeavours to recongile the Minifters; who, foon af-
ter he had rurned has back, bad come to an open rupture,
Upon this intelligence, Swift returned immediately,
tho’ he had fcarce been a fertnight in Dublin,  Upon -
his arrival, he contrived to bring Lord Oxford and ¢
Lord Bolingbroke together at Lo:_d Mafham’s ; where |
he was left alone with them, and expoliulated freelp
with both, but o litde effe&t. However, they agreed to
go o Windlor together the next day. Swift, hoping they °
might come to a more free explanation in a réfe g tits,

than in the prefence of a third perfon, pretended buli- '
nefls the next moraing, and fent themn together to Wind-
for. He followed foon afrer, but found his fchems A
had not produced the defired effe:.  Ie had one meet-
ing more with them, and finding the breach irrecon-

cileable, he told them he reloived to reuve, faying,

that, as he was a commoa friend to both, he would .
not, upon a breach, take part with either.  And ashe -
forefaw nothing from their difunion, but what would
be fatal to the general intereflt, he was determined tg -
have no farther cancern with public affairs.  Swift an
this cccafion adted the part of a zealous and difinte-

refled friend, but he found no one to fecond him;
which he Jaments in feveral places, as he lmagined if

others had done their duty a reconcifement might have

been effected. In a Jetter o Mr, Pope, he fays, <}
only wilh iny endeavours had fucceeded better, in the
great point I had ar heart, which was that of reconci
ling the Misifters to each other. T'his might have
been done, if others, who had more concern, and more
infiuence, would have afted their parts; and if this
had fucceeded, the public intereft, both of Church

and State, would not have been the worfe, nor (e

Froteftant Socceflien endangered.”  But .Sw'rf't way

probably

—-M
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“probably the only man among them, who had either
ghe interclt of the public, or of the Minifters at heart;
ghe reft feem rather 1o have been whelly intent upon
«wonfidering how their own private advantage might be
promoted by this breach, and lilted themfelves under
the feveral leaders with this view. Had Swift been a
" felfith man, he might certainly have made what terms
she pleafed; as his weight, thrown into either fcale,
swould have been of great moment. But he was aétu-
sated upon this occafion by that high principle of ho-
aour, from which he never fwerved in the whale courfe

iof his life.

- * By faflion tir'd, with grief he waits a-while,

~ His great contending {riends w6 reconcile, _
Performs what {ricndfhip, juftice, truth require:.
What could he more, but decently retire ?

After his laft fruitlefs conference with the Minifters,
‘Swift immediately retired, as he faid he would, tw a
:_fr-iend’s houfe in Berkfhire. But this retirement was
‘pot owing to a timid difpofition, which might prompt
“him to be out of harm’s way at this dangerous junc-
‘ture; nor to a principle of trimming, which might in-
duce him to lie upon the lurch ’till he faw which party
in the Miniftry fhould gain the afcendant; no, it was
“from a motive confonant to the noblenefs of his mind.
He had already acquitted himfelf to the utmoft in point
of friendfhip to the Minifters; and by endeavouring to
unite them, had taken the fhorteft and furelt way ta
ferve the common caufe. When this was found im-
practicable, he thought his duty to the public, at fo
gritical 2 conjunéture, paramount to all other confider-
ations whatf{oever; he cherefore retired, in order (o

* Swift’s verfes on himfelf;

&g have
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have leifure to lay open to the World the true caules af
the violent diforders of the State, let it offend whom it
would; and to point out the only remedies thet could
effect a cure, however unpalatable they might prove to
fome of his beft friends. It was on this occafion that
he wrote that fpirited Pamphlet, called, Seme froe
Thoughis ypon the prefont State of Affairs; in which, with
great boldnefs, he charges the Minifters as the chief
taules of the reizning difvrders, from their mifcondudt;
and lays the greateft load of blame on the man whom
fie loved beft in the world, Lord Oxford. Actting in
this, like a friendly and fkilful furgeon, wha lays open
the fore to the bottom, however painful the operation
may prove 1o the patient, when lie fees no other way
of preventing 2 gangrene.  The general blame which
he throws out upon the Miniftry, is prefaced in this
imanner: *¢ |t may be matter of ao little admiration,
1o comfider, in fome lights, the ftate of affairs among
us for faur years paft.  The Queen, finding herfelf and
the rhajority of her kingdom grown weary of the avi-
rice and the infolence, the miftaken politics and deé-
ftrutive principles of her former Minifters; calls to
the fervice of the public another fet of men, who, by
confeflion of their enemies, had equal abilities, at
Yeaft, with their predecefflors; whofe intereft imade it
necellary for them {altho’ their inclinations had been
ptherwife) to a& upon thole maxims which were moft-
soreeable to the Eonftizutioh in Church and Statey
whole birth and patrimonics gave them wcight in the
nationt, and who (1 ipeak of thofe who were to have the
chief part in affairs) had long lived wnder the fricteft.
bonds of frlr:ndlh p- With all thefe advantages, fup=
ported by a valt majority of the landed intereft, and
the inferior Clergy to 2 man, we have feveral times feen
the prefenr Adminifiration jo the greatelt diftrefs, and
very

.—4M
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qery near the brink of ruin, together with the caule
‘o¥ the Church and Monarchy committed to their
charge: neither does it appear to me, at the mipute [
4m now writing, that their power or duration is upon
-any rolerable foot of fccurity; which I do not fo much
Impute to the addrefs and induftry of their enemies, as
to fome failures among themfelves, which I think have
been full as vifible in their caufes, as their effets,”

.He then proceeds to enumerate feveral of thofe fail-
ings, among which, that which is mentioned in the
“following paragraph is particularly levelled at Lord
Oxford. = ] mulk cherefore take the boldnefs 1o affert,
that all thefe difcontents, how ruinous foever they may

rove in their confequences, have moft unneceflarily
arifen from the want of a due communication and concert.
Every man muft have a light fufficient for the leagth of
the way he is appointed to go: thereis a degree of
confidence due to all ftations ; and a petty conftable
will neither 2t chearfully, nor wilely, without that
fhare of it, which properly belongs to him: zltho’ the
main {pring of a watch be out of {ight, there is an in-
-germediate communication between it and the fmallet
wheel, or eife no uvleflul motion could be perforimed,
This referved, myfterious way of afting, upon points
where there appeared pot the lealt occalion for i, and
towards perfons, who, at leaft in right of their pofts,
expedted a more open treatment, was imputed to fome
hidden defign, which every man conjeftured to be the
very thing he was moft afraid of.

# But the effects of this myftical manner of proceed-
ing did not end here; for the late diffentions between
the great men at Court (which have been for fome time

alt the public entertainment of every coﬁcc—houfc)
#re f2id to have arifen from the fame fountain; while,
on gne fide, very great referve, and certainly very great
refentmeng
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refentment on the other, have inflamed animoflities to.
fuch a height, as to make all reconcilement imprale’
cable. Suppofing this to be true, it may ferve fora-
oreat leffon of humiliation to mankind, to behold the-
habits and paffions of men, otherwile highly accom-
plifhed, triumphing over intereft, friendthip, honouy,
and their own perfonal fafety, as well as that of their
country; and probably of a moflt gracious Princef,
who had eatrufted it to them. A fhip’s crew quarrel-:
ling in a ftormy or while their cnemies are wichin gus-
fhor, is but a faint idea of this fatal infatuation; of
which, altho’ it be hard to fay encugh, fome people.
may think perhaps I have alrcady f{aid too much.”
From the above palfages, it is clear that Swift was
determined not to fpare the incifion knife on this occa-
fion. And from the whole drift of the pamphlet, itis
hizhly probable, he had difcovered that both Lord Ox-
ford and Lord Bolingbroke, had long fince loft fight of
the public interelt, which had at firit cemented them,
and had each no other object in view, but that of gra.
riying his ambition. It could not efcape a man of his
penctration, that they were in the condition of Pompey
‘and Caefar; whereof the one could not bear an equal,
nor the other a fuperior, He refolved therefore to fe-
parate hitnfelf from thero both, and try what he could
-do aparr for the public intereft.  As he found private
admonition incleltual ta perfuade, he derermined ta
try whether public fthame, and the fear of the total de-
fertion of their party, might not compel them to a dif
charge of their duty,  He pointed out the only meang
which could effeltually pur things once more on a pre-
per footing; and as he well knew Lord Oxford’s uns
willingnels ta purfue thofe means, he was refclved to
~drive him to ir, thro’ the fear of his being deferted
stherwife both by his party, and the Queen ; which g :
| evidenty

F
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wvidently the tendency of the Iaft paragraph in chis
;'pitcc. “ To conclude : che only way ot {ecuring the
Conftitution in Church and State, and conlequently thig
wery Proteftant Succefiion itfelf, will be the leffening
the power of our domeftic adverfaries as much as can
poflibly conlift with the lenity of our Government; and
af this be not {peedily done, i will be cafy to point where
#he nation is 10 fix the Elame > for, we are very well affu-
red, that fince the account her Majefty veceived of the
wabals, the wriumphs, the infolent behaviour of the
whole faction during her late illnels at Windfor, fbe bas
Been as willing to fee them deprived of ail power 1o do mif-
ghief as any of her moft zealous and loyal fubjeéts can
Aelire”

There was no opportunity however of trying what
4ffe@ this Piece would have had, as the death of the
Queen, foon after it went to prefs, put a flop to the
-publication. This event allo put an end to all Swift’s
noble defigns for the public benefit, and cut off at
-once all his own future profpetts. This was a terrible
blow to the whole party; but, tho’ it was felr by no
-one more feverely than by Swift, he had too much for.
titude to fink under 1it.  There is an admirable picture
given of him upon this occalion, by a few ftrokes of
‘the malterly hand of an Arbuthnot *. I have feen
~aletter from Degn Swift; he keeps up his noble fpirit,
and tho' like 2 man knock’d down, you may behold
him fill with a ftern countenance, and aiming a blow
At his adverfaries.”

In a few weeks after this event, Swift returned to
-his Deanery in Ireland, where he cantinued many.years
.mithout vifiting England.

‘Before we accompany him into exile, for as fuch he
glways confidered it, let us take a review of his condugt

’ * Letter to I'ope. duri ’
- ' uring

R —————
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during the moft diftinguithed ®ra of his life, whzh he
f1ad an opportunity of difplaying all the greac talents of

his mind, and the excellent qualitics of his heart, ina

moft confpicuous light. His engaging with the new

Miniftry was not elther the effett of a fudden refolus
tion, or of accident. He had long forefeen the change, -
and determined what part he thould take, whenever it

thould be brought about; altho™ he prudentdy con

cealed tas thoughts, till the event happened. It was

before mentioned, that Mr, Harley had very nearly

fucceeded in fupplanting the Whig Miniftry in the year

1708, two years before he actually efietted ic. While
this was in agitation, we find that Swift infinuates hig
own intentions to his friend the Archbithop of Dublin,
in a letter dated November g, 1708, ¢ Altho’ ] care

not to mingle public affairs with the intereft of {o pri
vate a perfon as myfelf, yet, upon fuch a revolution,
not knowing how far my friends may endeavour to en-
gage me in the' fervice of a new Government, 1 would
beg your Grace ro have favourable thoughts of me on

fuch an oceafion; and to aflure you, that no profpeét of
making my fortune, fhall ever prevail upon me to go

againft what becometh a man of confcience and truth,

and an entire friend to the eftablithed Church.”

However, as the defign failed at that time, Swift
made no advances to the Tories, but kept himfelf at
farge, waiting for the event; which he forefaw would
certainly be brought about 1n time. Ile had leHure
mean while to lay down to himfelf the maxims by which
his condutt thould be regulated, whenever fuch a revos -
jurion fhould take place.

As therc was much obloquy thrown on the chara:-
ter of Swift, on account of his fuppofed deflertion of
the Whigs, and going over to the Tories, as (aon as
they got inte power, it will be proper to examine what

: foundas
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'(fou'ndati'on the Whigs had for fuch a charge againft
Aim,
+"Swifty in his Memoirs relative to the change in the
geen’s Miniftry, gives the following account of his
$rft introduition to the Leaders of the Whig party.
Spcakmg of his Pamphlet, entitled Zhe Cameﬁ; and
D;ﬂénz:um of the Nobles and Commons in Athens ard Rome,
&e. he fays: * This difcourfe I fent very privarely to
thc prefs, with the firi&tefl injun&ions to conceal the
author, and recurn’d tmmediately 10 my refidence in
Iréland, The book was greedily bought and read;
and charged, fometimes upon Lord Sommers, and
fometimes upon the Bifhop of Salifbury; che latter of
whom told me afterwards, that he was forced to difown
#t in a very public manner, for fear of an impeachment,
wherewith he was threatened.
-« Returning nexe year for Fngland, and hearing of
the great approbation this piece had received, which
was the firlt I ever printed, I muft confefs the vanity of
a young man prevailed with me, to let myfelf be known
for the author: vpon which my I ords Sommers and
Hallifax, as well as the Bithop abovementioned, defi-
red my acquaintance, with great marks of efteem, and
profeflions of kindnefs: not to inention the Farl of .
Sunderland, who had been of my old acquainrance.
They lamented that they were not able to ferve me fince
the death of the King, and were very liberal in promi-
fing me the greateft preferments { could bope for, if
ever it came in their power. I {oon grew domeflic with
Lord Halifax, and was as ofren with Lord Sowmnners,
as the formality of his patore (the only unconverfable
fault he had) made it agrecable to me.
 Jr was then [ began to trouble myfelf wich che dif-
“ference between the prmr‘lpl(‘s of Whig and Tory; ha-
vmg formerly employed mytelf in other, and I dhink,
much
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much better fpeculations: 1 talked often with Lord
Sommers upon this fubject; told him, that having been
long converfant with the Greck and Roman Authors,
and therefore a lover of liberty, I found myftIf much
inclined to be what they called a Whig in politicks;
and that befides, I thought it impoflible, upon any
other principles, to defend ¢he Revolution : butas te
religion, I confefs myfelf to be a Tligh Churchmary
and that 1 did not conceive how any one, who wore the
habiz of 2 Clergyman, could be otherwife. That 1
had oblerved very well with what infolence and haughtia
nels fome Lords of the ITigh-church party treated, not
only their own Chaplains, but all other Clcrgymen_
whatfoever ; and thought this fufﬁc'ic:ntly recompenfed,
by their profeflions of £L:I.l to the chiurch,  That I had
obflerved the Whig Lords took a dire@ contrary mea-,
fure; treated the pt‘lfons of particular Ur:r&}mcn with
great courtely, bur flrewed much ill-will and conrempt
for the order in general,  That Iknew it was necelfary
for their party to make their bottom zs wide as they
could, by taking all denominations of Proteftants to be
members of their body,  That I would not enter inte
the mutual reproaches made by the violent men on e
ther fide; but that the connivance or encouragemens
given by the Whigs, to thofe writers of pamnphiets who
reflected on the whole body of the Clergy, without any
exception, would unite the Church, as one wman, to
oppole them ; and thar I doubted his Lordfhip’s friends
did not confidsr the confequence of this, My Lord
Sommers, in appéarance, entered very warmly into the
fame opinion, aad fud very much of the endeavours
he had often ufed, to redrefs the evil I complained of;
This his Lord{:ip, as well as my Lord Halifax, td
whom I have talked 11 the furne manner; can very well
remember, and 1 have indeed been cold, by an ho-

3 nourable
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nourable gentleman of the fame party, that both their
‘Lordfhips, about the time of lord Godolphin's remo-
val, did, upon occafion, call to mind what ¥ had fald
b them five years before.”

- Hence it appears evidently, that though Swift agreed
with the Whigs in his political principles, he d:ffered
totally from them in thofe which regarded the Chureh,
and therefore was confidered by them only as a half-
hrother ; on which account they were nos very folici-
tous 1o give him any preferment, though they withed
to keep upon good terms with im, by making many
fair promifes, which it feems they had no intentjon to
perform.  Of this we have already {een inflances in the
affair of his Sceretaryfhip to Vienna, and the Bifhoprick
of Virginia. Stung with this treatment, he broke off’
all connection with them leng before he had accels to
any of the Leaders of the Tory party, and while the
Whigs were yet in the plenitude of power.  Nay, he
went farther, and pubhibed feveral picces in oppofition
to their meafures. Of which take the following ac-
count, gives by himfelf in his Memows, &e, < |
mentioned thefe infignificant particulass, as it will be
eafily judged, for fome reafons thar are purely perfonak
to myfelf; it having been objected by feveral of thofw
paor pamphleteers, who have blotted fo much paper to
fhew their malice apainft me, that I was a favourer of
the Low-party,  Whereas it has been manifef to al}
men, that during the higheft dominion of that faélion,
I had publithed feveral i'rafte in oppoiition to the mea~
fores chen taken.  Lor mftance, A Projedt for the Res
formation of Manners, in a Letter to the Countels of
‘Berkeley; The Sentiments of a Churc:h—of'u}?.n;,glund--'
Man; An Argunent againlt aboiithing Chriftianicy ;
and, lattly, A letter to a Member of DParliwnens,
againdt taking off the Telt in Ireland, which 1 have al-
seady

i
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ready mentioned to have been publithed at the time the:
Earl of Wharton was {etting our to his povernment of
that kingdom.”

The fame cry about guitting the Whigs was raifed
againft him in Ireland, of which he takes the following
notice, in Jus Journal te Stella. ¢ Why thould the
Whigs think I came to England to leave them? {ure
my journey was no fecret. I protelt fincerely 1 did al}
1 could to hinder it, as the Dean can tell you, although -
now I do not repent it.  But who the Devil cares what
they think ? Amn I under obligations in the leait to any
of them all? Rot them, for ungrateful dogs, I'll make
them repent their ulage before 1 leave this place, 'I'hey'
fay here the fame thing of my leaving the Whigs; bug
they own they canrnot blame me, confidering the treats
ment 1 have had.”

On his arrival in Liondon, he fays, ¢ The Whigs are
ravifhed to fee me, and would Iy hold on me as a twigy
while they are drowning, and the great men are ma-
king me their clumfy apologies, e, But my Lord
Treafurer (Godolphin) received me with a great deal
of coldnels, w mh has enraged me fo, I am almofk
vowing revenge.”  Soon after he fays, ©* Atteal went
to the Coffce.houfe, hoping to find Lord Radnorg:
whom [ bad not feen. e was there; and foran lmqi"
and a half we talked treafon heartily againft the Whigs
their bafenefls and ingratitude.  And I am come homé
rolling refentments in my mind, and fmmmg {chemes
of revenge; full of which, having wriccen down fome
“hints, 1 goto bed.” In another place, «’Tis good ta
fee what a lamentable confeflion the Whigs all make
me of my i}l ufage, but I mind them notw. I am als
ready reprefented to Harley as a difcontented perfan;
that was ufed il for not being Whig enovgh; and |
hope for good viage from him.”  1n a letter 1o Archa

bithop
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bithap King, Seprember ¢, 1710, he fpeaks mose fully
o the fame eflect. . <« Unon oy arrival here, T found
myfelf equally carcfled by Lothh partics; by one, asa
fort of bough, for dtowning men to lav hold of ; and
by the other;, as one difconrented with the fare men in
power, for not being thorough in their defigns, and
-therefore ready to approve prefent things: I was o
wifit my 1.ord Godelphin, who gave e a reception
wery unexpected, and altogecher different from whar 1
ever received from any great man in my life; alioge-
ther thort, dry, and morolc ; not worth repeating o
your Grace, until I have the honour to fee you.”
 In his Journal, Ofober 2, 1710, he fays, ¢ Lord
Halifax began a hedlth to me to-day; it was the Re-
Surredtisn of the IWhigs, which 1 refulid, unlefs he would
add their Refarmation too: and I told him ke was the
only Whig in England Iloved, or had any gocd opi-
nion of *.”

H One

* What obligntian Swift had to that Lord, and his party, mny be
feen by his indorfement on che following letter, received from Lord
Halifax.

SIR, . Oftsber 6, 1704g,

My friend, Mr. Addifon, telling me that ke was to wiite to you
te-night, 1 could nat Tet his packer go away, withour teiling you how
much T am concerned to Aod them returned withvut vou. I am ouite
gthamed for mylelf and my friends, to fee veu lelt in a place fo inca-
pable of taﬁing you; and go fee o much mevic, and fo great qualities,
pnrewardud by thofe whe are fontble of them, Mr, Addifon and 1
are éntered into & new gonfederacy, never 1o gfve aver tke puri'ui!,

“hot th ceafe reminding tholt wha can ferve you, il yourwarth s
laced in that Light it gught to fhine: Dr. South bolds cut fill, but
'Ee cannot he fmmorial. The Etuation of hiz Prebend wonld make
“mé doubly concerncd in ferving you. And wpon all occafions fiat
thall offer, 1 will bz your coeftant {olicitor, your hucere admirer,
_ana your upaleerable friends Tam your moft humnble and obelient
‘fervadt, Havirax.

Thus
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One may form a jult idea of the greatnefs of Swift’s-
refencment, at the treatment he had met with from the
Whias, from a paffage in his Journal of the following
year, after the wonderful fuccefs which Lis writings
againft them had mer with; where he fays, ‘¢ ] have
been gaining enemies by fcores, and friends by couples,
which 1s againft the rules of wifdom; becaufe they fay,
one enemy can do more hurt, than ten friends can do
good. ButIhave had my revenge at lealt, if I get no-
thing clfe.  And {o let fute govern.’

I have been the Jonger upon this article, b(,caufe,
however Swift might have been acquitted of this charge
in England, where the real ftate of the cafe was known,
I always found the imputatien keep its ground in Ire-
land, and his characler ftigmartized, as that of a turn.
coat f‘or preferment, under the Tory-adminiftration,

We have alrtady feen wicth what eagernels Lord Ox»
ford embraced the firlt overtures made to him by Swift,
and what pains he took to engage him in his party. Ag
Swift well knew his own confequence, and the great
neceflity the new Miniiiry had for his fervice, it is cer-
tain he might have indulged himfelf at fuch a junture,
in the moft Aattering expectations, of riling foon to the
highet dignities in his profeflion; and could have
made what terms he pleafed with regard to his own in-
tereft, if that had been the chief point he had in view.
But he had long formed in his head fome great plans
for promoting the pudlick welfare, in regard to which
all confiderations of {vlf, weighed with him but as the.
duft upon the balance.  He therefore determined, up-

Thus indorfed by Swilt, T hepr thic luter as a true eriginal of Courtiers,
and Court-prescfiy,  And iu the Aril Teaf of a fmall primca bock, en-
titled, ¢ Pouties Chretienves de Monf, Jollivet,’ he wrote thefe words,
¢ Given me by my Lord Halifax, May 3, 1709, I begped it of himy
and defited him o remember, iz awas the osly fowsur L ever ronved
Jrom Lim, or bis party.’?

o
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' on. his'e.’:gaginn with thie ncw Minilry, to make uie of
all:the weight and credic to which his fervices might
entitle hi, i carrving on thole publick plans, and to
leave the care of his own fortune wholly to chance.
How little foticitous lie was abiout that aricle, may bhe
fully feen in a leteer to the Archbithop of Dublin, da-
ted Ofober 1, 17171, where he has been vory explicir,
both as to his fentiments vpon that hiead, and the con-
duét he was determiined to obferve. ¢ 1 hombly thank
your Grace for the good opinion you are pleaivd to have
.of me, and for your advice, which feerns to be whelly
grounded on i, As ro the irt, which relates to my
Sorcune, 1 fhall never be able 1o muke myflf belicved
how indifferent [ am about it. I fomeiines lave the
pleafure of making that of others; and I fear it is too
greac a pleaftre to be 2 virve, atleaftin me,  Perhaps,
in Ireland, I may rot be able to prevent conteinpy, any
otlier way than by makiogs my fortune; bur then iris
my comfort, that contempt in Ircland will be no fort of
mortification to me. When I was lait in Ireland, | was
-above half the time retired to one feurvy acre of ground,
and T always left it with regret. T awn as well received
and known at Court, as perhaps any nan ever was of
my level ; [ have formerly been the like. I left ic
then, and perhaps will leave it now, (when they pleafe
to let me) without any concern, but what a few months
will remove, It is my maxim to leave great Minitters
to do as they pleale ; and if | eanpot cnovgh diftinguith
myfelf by being ufeful in fuch a way, as becomes a man
of confeience and honour, I can do no more; for 1 ne-
ver will folicit for mylelf, although L. often do for
others.”  And in another letrer to the fame, dated In
the following year, he fays, 1 know nothing of pro-
miles of any thing intended for myfelf; but T thank
God, | am not very warm in my expeétations, and know
H 2 Courts

L]
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Courts too well to be furprifed at difappointmentsy’
which, howcver, I thall have no oreat reafon to fear,:
i 1 gove my thovghts any great tronble that way,:
which, without affeftation, T do net, although I cas-:
not expeét to be believed when 1 fay 1.7
In his Journal to Stella, where the inmolt receffes of
his heart are opened, he mukes frequent mention of his.
lictle folicirude, and finall expectation on that feore..
In one, dared Janvary 1713, lie fays, ¢ My new friends
are very kind, and T have promifes enough, but I do
not countupon them,  However, we will fec what may:
be done, and, if nothing ‘at all, I fhall not be difap.
pointed.”  And in that of the June following, ¢ Re-
member, if 1 am il ufed, and ungratefully, as 1 have
formerly been, it’s what I am prepared for, and fhall
not wonder at. Yet I am now envied, and thought i
high favour, and have every day numbers of confider-
able men tealing me to folicit for them. And the Mi.
niltry all ule me perfeftly well, and all that know them,
Tay, they love me. Ter I can count vpon nothing, &
They think me ufeful, they pretend they were afra.i@_‘
of none but me, and that they refolved to have mey
they have often confeffed this, yer all males Hetle im-
prefiion on me” ko that of March 1712, he fays,
* I had been with the Secretary before to recommend a
friend, one Dr. I'reind, to be Phyflician-general, ang:
the Secrerary promifed to mention it to the (Lue'Bn
I can ferve cvery body buc myfelf.””  There are many
paliuges to the fame effeél throuvghout this Journal,
fo that we may conclude wich certainty, that the defire
of jerving himfelf was one of the laft morives which
engaged him to enter {o deeply into the political I}I’cem
at that oime.  No, he was altuated by a nobler prin-
ciple, a true fpiric of patriotiin. . He faw now a fair
opening for the exertion of his extraordinary raleats,
in
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in fupport of our excelleat Conftitution, both in
Chutch and State; an occafion which he had long
waited for with impatience, and which he embraced
with ardour.  He had, as he mendions in his Journal
- :Stella, grear things in view, to the accomplithment
of which he poftponed all confiderations of {elf. Be-
fide his political plan, he had formed the defign of
bringiag about a general reformation in manners, and
tafte, which had been much corrupted under the Whig
Mmlnlﬂ:ratmn He was firmly perfuaded, that the
' qmly way to accomplifh thefe points, was to keep them
from ever returning again into power.  He had a good
‘gpinion of the intcntions of the new Miniitry; or,
whether chey were fincere or net, the prefefied prin-
"'cipl_es, upon which they aéted, were confonant to his.
He fays, in 2 letter to the Archbilhop of Dublin,
'« Wanting wildom to judge betrer, [ follow thofe,
'who, I thiak, are molt for preferving the Conftitution
in Church and State, without cxamining whether they
.flo {o from a principle of virtue, or of interell.” And
indeed they were the only perfons that could poffibly
'ta?e overturned the Whig Adminiftration, or, when
overturncd have kept them out; confequently, he
could have no hope, but in their continuance in power,
‘He early faw, and told the Miniftry, compofed of
Lord Oxford, Lord Bolingbroke, and the Lord Keeper,
' that ali things depended on their union, and this ke often
repeated to them, when they were together, and fepa-
rately to each.  But he foon had occafion to oblerve,
‘that two of them were formed of {uch difcordznr remy-
"pers, and had views {o oppofite, as to threaten a fpeedy
breach. To prevent fo great an cvil, which would ar
“onre ruin their caufe, and put an end to all his noble
'dcﬁgns, he determined to keep himtell in a firvarion,
that would at all times qualify him for the office of =
H 3 inedias
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med:ator between them, and at the fame time givedue
weight to his interpofition, by his remaining in a ftag®
of utter independence, and receiving no obligation it g
return, while he was duily conferring the greateft upop
them. It was on this account that he refufed 1o be |
Chaplain to Lord Oxford, who made an offer of it to'
Lim, the very day after his being created Lord Oxford,
and appointed  Tord Treslurer, o his Journal to ".
Stella, of the z.sth of May, 171), there is this paffage, ;
“ My Lerd Oxford can’c yer abide to be called my. !
Lord; and when L ealled him iny Lord, he called mg
* Dr. Thomas Swift, which he always does when he hag
a mind to teafe me. By a fecond hand, he propofed
my being his Chaplain, which I by a fecond hand ex ;
cuted ; bor we had no talk of it to-day; but T wiil be .
no man’s Chaplain alive.”  And in his Preface to the
Hiftery of the Four Il Years of Queen Anne, he
Tays, ¢ I abfolutely refufed to be Chaplain to the Lord
Treafurer, becaufe I thought it would but i becoms
me to be in a {i=te of dependence.”  For the fame ress:
fun, very early after his conneétion with the Miniitry,.
he refufed to accept of a living from the Lord Keeper; |
which he thus mentians in his Journal. < Lord Keeper °
told me, forne months ago, he would give me a living
when I pleafed ; buel rold Bim 1 wosld not take any
from him.” There have heen feveral inftances before
given of his early condud rowards the Miniftry, fhew.
ing, that he expefted to be treated by them on a foot-
ing of perfett equality 5 of which he ncvr:rﬂip}‘xd any

opportunity of reminding them. In a letter to the ;
Lord Treafurer, he fays, * When 1 was with you, [
have {aid more than once, that I would never allow that
Guality, or {tation, nade any real diffcrence betweeg

g E

* A coulln perman of Nwiit, whom he lieid in the utmoft contempe,

men,
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med. From thefe fentiments, I will never wrice to you
if1 can help it, otherwifc than as to a private perfun,
of‘allow myfelf to have been obliged by you in any
-other capacity.™  In a letter to Lord Bolingbroke, he
fays, * I would have you know, Sir, that if the Queen
gave you a Dukedom, and the Garter to-morrow, with
the Treafury juft at the end of them, I would regard
you no-more than if you were not worth a groat.” To
preferve this equality, which he then thought cffential
to the great points he had in view, it was neceffary he
thould keep himfelf free from any particular obligation
by which means he was confidered as a common difin-
terefted friend by all the Minifters, And it was in this
-capacity that he was able to heal many breaches between
them, which would have been otherwife incurable, Of
this he makes frequent mention in his Journal, In that
of Auguft, ty11, he fays, ¢ Do you know that I have
-ventured all my credit with thefe great Miniflers, to
clear fome mifunderftanding between them; and if
there be no breach, I ought to have the mert of it?
*Tis a plaguy ticklith piece of work, and a man hazards
lofing both {ides.” 1In that of Ofober following, is
this paffage. ¢ The Secretary told me laft night he
had found the reafon why the Queen was {o cold to him
for fome months palt; that a friend had told it to him
yefterday, and ic was, that they fulpeéted he was at the
bottom with the Duke of Marlborough, Then he faid,
he had refleéted upon all 1 had fpoken to him long ago;
bur he thought it had been only my fufpicion, and my
geal and kindnefs for him. 1 faid I bad reafon to take
that very ill, to imagine 1 knew fo hittle of rhe world,
ps to talk at a ventore to a great Miniller; that | had
gone between him and Lord Treafurer often, and tokl
gach of them what 1 had faid to the other; and that 1
bad informed him fo before. e faid all, you may
H 4 nnagine,
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irmagine, to excyle himfelf, and approve my condu,
Proid him I knew all along, that this pracceding of
mine was the fureft way to fend me back to my willows
in Ireland, Lut that 1 regarded it not, provided 1 could -
do the kingdom fervice 1n keeping them well together,
I minded him how often T had told Lord Treaforer, -
Lord Keeper, and him together, thae all things de~
pended on their union, and that iy comfort was, to.
fee them love one another, and § told them all fingly,
that I had not faid this by chance,” e In Septemy
ber, 1712, he f2ys, “Tam agam endeavouring, asl
was laft year, to keep people from breaking to pieces
upon a hundred mifunderftandings.  Cne cannot withe
held them from drawing different ways, while the enca
my is watching 1o deftroy both”  And in the Oober _
following, he fays, <] have helped to patch vp thefe
people together once more.  God knews how Iong i
may lafl.”  In many other places, he mentions the dif .
agreeable neceflity he was vnder of continuing his en+
deavaurs in this way, and Jaments that he could getng
one to fecond him.  In his enquiry inte the behaviour
of the Queen’s laft Minifyy, &y he fays, ¢ Neither
perhaps would a reconcilement have been an affair of
much difficulty, if cheir friends on borh fides had not
too much abferved the common prodential forms of |
not caring 1o interineddls s which, together wich the ade
dition of a (irup, was the conftant zufwer [ received
from moflt of them, whenever I prefied them upon the
fubjet.  And, ro fay the ruth, moft perions had fa
avgwedly declured themfelves on one fice, or the other,
that thefe two grear men had hardly a common friend
Yeft, excepr myielf, T had ever been treated wich greag
Kindnels by them hoths and I conceived what I wanted
in weight and credir, might be made up with finceriry
end freedom,  Tle tormer they never doubted, and
the
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:'I the latter they had conltant experience of. [ had ma-
- -n'ged berween them for almolt two years, and their can-
. dour was fo great, that they had not the lealt jealoufy
© orfufpicion of me.” ‘T'he truth of this account is con-
' firmed in a letter written to Lord Belingbroke, foon
* - after the Quecn’s death, where, {peaking of the Lord

" Trezfurer, he fays, < 1am only forry it was not a refig-
nation, rather than a removal; becaufe the perfonal
 kindnefs and diftin&tion 1 always received from his
+ Lordfhip and you, gave me fuck a love for you both,
{if,you great men will allow that expreflion n a iictle
. one).that [ refolved to preferve it entire, however you
differed between yourfelves; and tu this I did for fome
' -time follow your commiands and example. I impute
" it-more to the candour of cach of you, than to my own
condud, that having been for two years almott the only
 man who went between you, I never obferved the leaft
" plreration in either of your countenances towards me.”
Nothing can fhew the charalter of Swift in a higher
- point of light, than. his conduét on this occalion; and
. norhing could polfibly have preferved to him the vna-

bated love of thefe two great rivals for power, who ha-
" ged each other mortally, in thé difcharge of fo delicate
- an office, bur the high opinion which each entertained
* of his integrity, and perfe& difintereftednefls. How-
« ever, itis certain, that had it not been for his generous
' and unwearicd endeavours, their whole plan muft have
been deftroyed long bLefore, and the Miniflry, and the
. party, involved in the fame ruin.  So thagas they were
2 indebted ro him at firll, for faving them fromn the at-
: tacks of their enemies, and cilablithing them in power,
- they were daily afterwards obliged to him for prefer-
. ving them in it, by guarding them againft their worft
- gnemies, their own paflions. Having thus fufpended
" @ik regard to his own intereflt, afier fuch important fer-
' vices,
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fervices, he had an undoubted claim upon the Min
fters to promote every plan for the good of the public, -
and could with a berter grace pufh the fortune of
others. Accordingly, we tind him bold and frequent
in his recommendations, wherever merit or compaffion
called for his afliltance. His firlt objedt was to procure
marks of diftinétion and reward, to all men of parts
and genivs,  The claim which he put in on that fcore
to the Miniftry, was not {elifhly confined to his own
purfon, but exacted equally for all others, according
to their feveral pretenfions. e infifted, that no dif-
tinftion of party fhould be made with regard to them;
and that all of that clafs, who had lifted under the ban.
ner of the Whigs, fhould ftill be kept in their employ-
ments.  In his Journal, he fays, * Do you know I nave
taken more pains to recommend the Whig Wits to the
favour and mercy of the Minilters, than any other
peonle.  Steele T have kept in his place, Congreve
have got to be ufed kindly and fecured. Rowe [have
recommended, and got a promife of a place. Philips
1 (hould certainly have provided for, if he had not run
party-mad, and made me withdraw my recommenda-
tions, I fet Addifon fo right at ficft, that he might
have been employed, and have partly fecured him the
place bie has; yet Iam worfe ufed by that fation than
any man.”  In another place he is particular in hisre-
fation of what he had done with regard to Congreve.
I went late to-day to town, and dined with my friend
Lewis. Ifaw Will Congreve attending at the Trea-
iury, by order, with his brethren, the Commiffioners
of the Wine Licences. | had often mentioned him with
windaefs to Lord Treafurer; and Congreve told me,.
that after they had anfwered to what they were fent for,
smy Lord called kim privately, and {poke to him with
great kindnels, promifing bis protedtion, €5, The
paoe
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~ mor man faid, he had been vufed fo il of late years,
- tht he was quite altonifhed at my Lord’s goodnefs, e,
. and defired me to tell my Lord fo; which I did this
“evening, and recommended him heartily. My Lord
allured me he efteerned him very much, and would be
" always kind to him; that what he faid was to make
Congreve ealy, becaufe he knew people talked as if his
Lordfhip defigned to turn every body out, and particu-
Jarly Conpreve; which indeed was true, for the poor
‘man told me he apprehended it. As Ieit my ford
Treafvrer, I called on Congreve (knowing where he
dined) and told hiin what had paffed between my Lord
and me: (o I have made a worihy man eafy, and that’s
~a good day’s work.”

But of all the men of parts in the oppofition, Swift
feems to be moft concerned about his friend Addifon,
and on his account about Steele; of which he makes

- frequent mention in his Journal. In that of Oftober
19, 1710, foon after his firft introduction to Lord Ox-

ford, then Mr. Har]cy, there is the following paffage,

¢ [ was this morning with Mr. Lewis, the Under Se

eretary to Lord Dartmouth, two hours, talking poli-

tics, and contriving to keep Stecle in his office of

Stamp-paper. He has loft his place of Gazetteer, three

hundred pounds a year, for writing a Tader fome

months ago, againft Mr. Harley, who gave it to him

at firlt, and raifed the falary from fixty te three hune

dred pounds. This was devilifh ungrateful, and Lewis

" gas telling me the particulars ; butl had a hint given
me that I might fave him in his other ermployment;
and leave was given me to clear marters with Steele.
Well, I dined with Sir Matthew Dudley, and in the
- pvening went to fic with Mr. Addien, and offer the
matter at diltance to him, as the difcreeter perfon;

\but found party had fo pofluffed him, that he talked as
3 if

| - |
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if he fufpedted me, and would not fall in with any thing

1fzid. So I flepped fhort in my overture, and we

parted very dinty; and I fhall fay nothing to Steele,

and let them do as they will ; bueifthings ftand as they

are, he will cerrainly Jofe it, unlefs 1 fave him; and .
therefore 1 will not (peak to him, that I may not report

to his difadvantage. s not this vexatious, and is there

fa much 1n the proverb of proficred fervice? When

fhall | grow wile ? T endeavour to aét in the moft exadt

points of honour and confcience, and my neareft friends

will not underttand it fo. What muft a man expe&
from his enemies? This would vex me, buc it Mhall

rot.”

In that of December fullowing, he fays, « Mr. Ad-
difon and I are different as blacle and white, and I be-
heve our friend!hip will o off by this damned bufinefs
of parcy.  He cannot bear feeing mie fall in {o with
this Miniltry; but I'love hin flill as much as ever,
though we feldom meet.”

In the fame Journal he gives the following account:
« [.cwis told me a pure thing, I had been hankering
with Mr. Harley, to fave Steele his other employment,
and have a little mercy on him; and 1 had been faying
the fame thing to Lewis, who is Mr. Harley’s chicf fa-
vourite. Lewis tells Mr. Harley how kindly 1 fhould
take 1t, if he would be reconcited to Steele, &5e. M,
Harley, onmy account, falls in with it; and appoints
Stecle a time to let hum atiend him, which Steele ac.
cepts with great fubmiflion, but never comes, nor fends
any excule. Whether it was blundering, fullennefs,
infolence, or rancour of party, I cannot tell; but 1
fhall trouble myfelf no more about him, 1 believe Ad-
difon hindered him out of mere {pite, being grated ta
the foul ro think he fhould ever want my help to {ave
his friend ; yet now he is {oliciting me to make another

of
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“of bis friends Queen’s Secrecary at Geneva, and I'll de
“itif I can; it is poor Paftoral Philips.”
" In another place he fays, < [ called at the coffee-houfe,

where I had not been in a week, and talk’d coldly a
while with Mr. Addifon; all our friend(ip and dear-
nefs are off: we are civil acquaintance, talk words of
" courfe, of when we fhall meet, and that’s all. Is 1t

not odd ? but I'think he has uled me i}, and 1 have
vfed him too well, at Icaft his friend Steele.”

In a few weeks after, he writes chus: ¢ I went to

Mr. Addifon, 2nd dined with him at his lodgings; I
had not feen him thefe three wecks. We are grown
. common acquaintance, yet what have I not done for
his friend Steele > Mr. Harley reproached me the laft
time [ faw him, that to pleafle me he would be recon-

ciled to Steele, and had promifed and appointed to fee

him, and that Steele never came. Harrifon, whom

Mr. Addifon recomnmended to me, [ have introduced to
the Secretary of State, who has promifed me to take
‘care of him. And 1 have reprefented Addifon himfelf
fo to the Miniftry, that they think and talk in his fa-
vour, though they hated him hefore.  Well, he 1s now
in my debt, and there’s an end; and 1 had never the
Jeaft obligation to him, and there’s another end.

“In the following year, May 1711, He [ays, © Stecte
'has had the aflurance to write to me, that [ would en-
~ gage my Lord Treafurer to keep a friend of his in em-
- ployment.”  And in his Journal of July following, he
fays, « Mr. Additon and [ have ac lalt met agam. 1
_dined with him and Steele to-day at young Jacob Ton-
fon’s. Mr. Addifon and [ ratked as ufual, and as if
we had feen one another yefterday; and Steele and I
were very caly, although 1 wrote him a biting letrer,
in anfwer to one of his, where he defired me to recom-
mend a friend of his to Lord Treafurer.”” In the year

17112,
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1712, we find he had brought Addifon fo far about 23
to dine with Ford Bolingbroke, In his Journal of that
year, hefays, « Addifon and I, and fome others, dined
with Lord Bolingbroke, and fate with him il twelve,
We were very civily but yet, when we grew warm, we
talked in a friendly manner of party  Addifon raifed
his objections, and Lord Bolingbroke anfwered them
with great complailance.”

From all thefe accounts, we may fee what an amazing
difference there was between the minds of Swift and
Addifon. Whata grandcur in the one, what a lirtle«
nefs in the other ! Swift, though deeply engaged with
the fuccefsful parey, ufing all his endeavours to prevent
a difference in politics, from creating a difunion among
men of genius, Addifon, from a narrownefs of mind,
growing cool to a man for whofe talents he had profefled
the higheft admiration, and for whole perfon the warmeft _
regard, merely becaufe they were of different parties,
Swift, in the plenitude of power, when another would
have been glad of fo fair a pretence for brezking off il
commerce with him, perfeveres in his good offices ro-
wards him, as if their friendfhip were fill murual and
inviolare; fets him on a good footing with the Minie
ftry, and preferves himn and his friends, notwitaftand. .
ing the ill behaviour of the latter, in their employ-
ments.  Addifon, notwithftanding he had forfeited all
pretenfions to Swift's filendthip by his unmanly beha-
viour, and during the continvance of his coldnefs, is
mean enougl to folicit Swift’s intereft in favour of fome
of his fricnds.  Swift, thovgh never under the leaflt
obligation to Addifon when he was in power, cxerts
his intereft as if he had been under the higheft, and -
among oihers, procures for Flarrifon, one of Mr, Ads
difon’s recommending, an employment of no lefs than
twelve hundred pounds 2 year.  When indeed Sreele

' had
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had the affurance, as Swift juftly expreifes it, of de-

fiing the fame favour, he fhews what a diflerence he

made between the men, by {ending him, as he calls ir,
s biting anfwer. Whether it was this which exalperated

Steele, or from whatever other caufe e were, he fome
time after wroce a virulent paperin the Guardian againtt
Swift, which produced fome fevere expoltulations on

his part, to be feen in the letters that palled between

them on that occalion, Where; on Steele’s part, we

find the higheft infolence, added to the bafeft ingrau.

twde; aswill immediately appear on a view of thofe
letters. Swift, in one to Addifon uvpon this {ubjed,

had faid, ¢ Ilave 1deferved thisufage from Mr. Stecle,
who knows very well, that my Lord Treafurer has

kept him in his employment, upon my intreaty and in-

terceffion 2" This charpe Stecle anfwers in the moft in-

fulting manner, thus, ©Uhey laungh at you, if they

make you believe your interpofition has kept me thus
fong in office.”  To tais Swift in his reply, fays, < The
cafe was thus ¢ 1 did with the utimoft application, and
defiring to lay all my credit upon it, delire Mr. Harley

{as he was then called) to thew you mercy. He faid

he would, and wholly upon my account: that he would

appoint you a day to fee him; that he would not ex-~

pet you [hould quit any friend or principle. Some
days after, he told me he had appointed you a day, and
you had not kept it; upon which he reproached ine,
as engaging {or more than 1 could antwer; and advifed
me to be more cautious another time, 1 told him, and
defired my Lord Chancellor and Lord Bolingbroke to
be witnefles, that I never would fpeak for or agamit
you, as long as I livedy only T would drlire, and that
it was il my opinion, you fhould have mercy, il
you gave farther provocations. This is the hiftory of
what you think fit to call, in the fpiric of infulting,
their
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their Jaughing at me.r And yon may do it fecurelffs.
for, by the mott inhuman dealings, you have wholly
_put it out of my power, as a Chriftian, to de you the
lealt ill office.” ;
After having read the feveral paflages relative to
Steelr, before quoted in the Journal, no one can doubt
but that Swift has here fairly ftated the cafe, and that
he might even have put it in a fronger lighe, Itis’
hard to fay whether Stecle’s weaknefs of head, or bad-
nefs of heart, were molt confpicuous in this tranfuction,
Caufelefsly to atrack and infult 2 man, to whom he lay
under fuch obligations, argued greae bafenels; and his
defence of himftlf, by denying an obligation fo noto-
rioufly conferred, {till more fo. Andto pr()\’OT’E aman
to prove the reality of his charme, that it was he alope
who had hitherto kept him in his employment, by get-
ting him immediately difcharged from it, which Swift
could have done by fpeaking a word, was furcly weak,
But in that point he was fecure, he knew his man too
well : e knew Swift was incapable of a mean revenge,
Fe might, as Swift nobly fays to him, ¢ do it fecurely
< for, (as he adds) by the moft inhutnan dealings, you
have wholly put it out of my puwer, as a Chriftian, 10
do you the leat ill office.” Yer, thovgh Swift was
above a revenge of this fort, he thoughr hunieif called
upon to an{wer his challenge, as 2 Writer, and chaftife
his infolence.in his own way, Which he aflterwards did’
fo effeftually, in his famous Pamphlet, called The Py
blic Spirit of the Whigs, and in feveral fubfequent pieces,
that, from being an Author of jome eiminence, Steele
became for fome time an olyedt of ridicule and con-
tempt. How weak, or how vain muft the man have
been, to have defied fuch a chamipion to fa unequal 2
coinbat ! T have been the longer in the detail of thiy
tranfaction, becaufe it is, perhaps, the only inftanceto
be
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nb\:fouﬁd of Swift's ever having broke entitely with
: Jﬂyrrﬂan with whom he had lwrcl on terms of friend-
: ﬁ}np, and tOJUf’EIf} the extreme feverity which appeared
in his writings apainft otet.lt after {o great a provocd-
j:tmn'

: Ha'.‘lng feen the care Whuh Swift took of men of
-.ggcmus, fo that even their oppofition 1n party thould be
lof no prejudice to them, we may fuppofe he was no:
defs folicitous in promoting the interelts of others, wha
awere under no demerit of that fort.  Accordingly we
find, there were not any at that time, of the leatt pre-
«tenfions in cthat way, who were not obliged to him for
refential fervices. The famous Dr. Berkeley, afrer-
¢wards Bifhop of Cloyne. in Ireland, owed his fortune
-wholly to him, as he placed him in the road which led
:to his promotion, In his Journal of April #, 713,
che-fays, 1 went to Court to-day, on purpofe to pre-
;feutz :Mr. Berkeley, one of your Fellows of Dublin
College, to Lord Berkeley, of Stwratten. That Mr,
cBerkeley is-a very ingenious man, and a great Philofo-
pher; ‘and’l have meptioned him to-all the Miniiters,
.and have given them fome of his writings, and [ wiil
»favour him as much as T can. This | think Tam bound
-t0 in honour and confticnce, to ule all my fittle credic
towards helping forward men of worth in rhe world,”
He¢ afterwards got’ him appointed Chaplain to Lord
_Peterborow’s Embafly, who procured for Lim the rich
Deanery of Derry. Pope, in his Preface to the Trani-
lation of Homer, exprefles the higheft obligations to
hith for his zeal in promoung the fubfcripiion to that
work., Gay, by his intereft, was appointed Secretary
to the Embafly to Hanover. Harrifon, a young man
promifing genius, recommended to him by Mr,
ddifon, was made by ltim Queen’s Secretary at the
Hague, a place of one thoufand two hundved pounds
. I a year,
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a.year, though he lived but a thort time to enjoy i,
We have already feen in what manner he introduced;”
and recommended Parnell to the Miniftry., Nor was .
‘he unmindful of fuch as had but a moderate fhare of
merit in that way. He made Dr. King Gazetteer; he-
made Trap Chaplain to Lord Bo]mwbrokc. He dif-
covered fome marks of original genius in fome Sea
Yclogues, written by an obicure man, one Diaper, and -
immediately fought the Author our, and brought him-
mto hght: of this he gives the following account in his
Journal, Decemberry12,. ¢ This morning I prefented
one Diaper, a Poer, to Lord Bolingbroke, with a new
Poem; which is a very good one ; and I am to givea
“fum of money from my Lord, 1 have contrived to
make a Parfon of hiim, for he is half one already, be-
ing in Deacon’s orders, and a fmall cure in the country;
bur has 2 fivord at his tail here in town.  "1is a poor,
little, fhort wrerch, butr will do beft in a gown, and we
will make Lord Keeper give him a living.” .
Nor were his good offices confined to men of gcmus
only, butmeritof every kind was fore to find in hima
warm advocate, and opprefled innocence, a protettor.
He fays, in a letter to Lady Betty Germaine, ““ whenl
had eredit for fome years at Court, I provided for above
fifty people in both kingdoms, of which, not one was
a relation.”  And we hnd, in his Journal and Letters,
that he did numberlefs good offices for others, He fays,
in more places than one, that Lord Oxford never once
refufed him any requelt of that forr. Idis character was
fo well known in this refpe&, that we fee, in the Col-
letion of Letters, {everal addreffes to him from per-
fons, either lictle known 2o him, or utterly nnacquainted
with him, requefting his affittance, in cafes of com@f-
fion; or protetion, in thofe of oppreffion. Ner did
“he ever fail to interfere, in cither cafes, when any fuch
5 came
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‘¢4me to his knowledge by accident, though it were
®ith regard to perfe@t frangers. There was one re-
- Markable occafion, on whicl he interpofed in favour of
- §man, though he held Lim in no degree of cl'tlmat:on,
- merely from a principle of jultice; which was, in the
cele of the famous Dr. Sacheverell: who, though he
lmd been of infinite ufe to the fory Miniftry, nays was
" in-reality the occafion of their getting into power; yet,
< when the work was done, was Jaid by, as the tools of
. Statelmen too often are, when they can be of no farther
-~ wfe, and vrterly neglected.  That Swift was of this opi-
- djon, is clear fram the following paflage in his Journai,
. % 8o Sacheverell will be the next Bifhop! He would be
~ glad of an addition of two hundred pounds a year to
- whathe has, and that is more than they will give him, for
aught Ifee. He hates the new Miniftry mortally, and
“they hate him, and pretend to defpife him too. They
will not allow him to have been the occafion of the late

' change, at lealt fome of chem will not: but my liord
. Keeper owned it to me the other day Swift therefore
-thought it but common juftice in the Miniltry to do
f‘ fornething for him; and, without any application from
. the Do&or, or even any perfonal acquaintance with
Aim, in the year 1713, he procured a place for his bro-
ther; who, by a failure in trade, had, for fome years,
together with his whele family, been entirely f‘upported

- by the Do¢tor. This affair is thus related by Swift in
~ his Journal, *¢ Did 1 tell you that .Sachcvcrqll has de-
“fired mightily to come and fee me? but 1 have put it
off. He has heard that [ have {poken to the Secretary
in behaif of a brother whom he maintains, and who

- Adefires an employment, T’other day, at the Court of
Requefts, Dr. Yalden faluted me by name; Sacheve-
~rell; who was juft by, came up to me, and made many
. acknowledgments and compliments,  Laft night I de-
: Iz fired
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fired Lord Treafurer to do fomething for that Brother
of Sachevercll’s. 1le faid he never knew he had a bros’
ther; but thanked me for telling him, and immcdiatelj.
put his namie in his table-book. 1 will let Sacheverelt,
know this, that ke may take his meafures accordingly .
but he fhall be none of my acquaintance.” A letter
fromy the Doctor to Swift, dated January 31, r711-19
begins thus, ¢ Since you have been pleafed to under-
take the generous office of foliciting my good Lord
Treafurer’s favour in my behalf, T fhould be very un-
grateful, if Tdid not return you my moft hearcy thanks.
for it, and my humblefl acknowledgments to his Lords
fhip forthe fuccels it has met with.” And in the con-
clufion, he fays, * But {or yourfelf, good Dottor, who
were the firfl {pring to move it, I can never [ufficiently
acknowledee the obligation.”  Afterwards, in the year
1713, foon after the three years {ilence Impofed upon
the Doctor by the IToufe of Lords, in conlequence of
his impeachment, had expired ; Swift procured for him
the ReCory of St. Andrew’s Holborn, in the following
whimfical manner, ¥pon that living’s becoming va-
cant, he applied for it in bchalf of Sacheverell, to
Lord Bolingbroke; whe feemed not at all difpofed in
his favour, calling him a bufy, meddling, faétious feb
fow, one who had fet che kingdom in a Rame. Teo
which Swift replied, it is ali true, my Lord 5 but let me
tell you a ftory, “*lIn a fea-fight, in the reign of
Charles IT. there was a very bloody engapement be-
tween the Englith and Dutch flects; in the heat of
which, a Scotch {eamnan was very feverely bit by a loufe
on his neck, which he caughe, and ftooping down to
crack ir, Jult as he had put himfelf in that polture, a
chain-fhiot came and took off the heads of feveral failoss
that were about bim; on which he had compaffion on
the poor loufe, recurned him to his place, and bid him

live
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Tige there ac difcretion s for, faid he, as thou halt been
themeans of {aving my life, it is but juft I thould fave
xd&rs Lord Bolingbroke laughed heartily, and faid,
well then, the loule fhali have the living for your ftory.
Asd accordingly he was foon after prefented to it,  In
all- folicitations of this nature, confcious of the good-~
‘nofs of his motives, which were either rhofe of merit,
compaflion, or juftice, he was bold in his recommen-
dations, and made them rather as demands, than re-
quefts. Of this we have an inltance in the following
paffage of his Journal, Jaouary 1713-12. ¢ This
morning I prefented mny princer and beokfeller to Lord
Rivers, to be ftationer to the Ordnance. 1 believe it
will be worth three hundsed pounds a year to them.
This is the third employment I have got for them.  ki-
vers told them the Dotor commanded him, and he
durft not refufe.”  Aod in the next page, he fays, ¢
was this morning again with Lord Rivers, and have
made him give the other employment to my printer
and bookfeller; 'tis worth a great deal,”  I1is book-
feller was Tooke, and his printer, Barber, afterwards
Lord Mayor of London. As they were both very ho-
peit men, and ran great rifques in publifhiag fome of
his bolder pieces, for which Barber was alfo taken into
eoftody, he thought he could not reward their fervices
and fidelity too highly; and we find, upon the wlole,
he procured employments for them, to the amount of
pearly two thoufand pounds a ycar. This was the
foundation of Barber’s fortune, which he always ac-
knowledged, with the highelt gratitude, and to the laft
made every return in bis power to his great Patron.
The expreflion of Lord Rivers, “.that the Doctor com-
manded him, and he durlt not refule,” was literally
true; not only with regard to him, but to all the Mi-
pitry, who feemed to look up to him 25 1o onc of a fu-
Va perior
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perior clafs of mortals ; both on account of his am4gs”
zing talents, and that noble quality of perfect difintes
~ rellednefs, perhaps not to be paralleled in his timey
~and rarely to be found in the annals of hiftory. Thiy

gave fuch z dignity to his charaéter, and fuch a weighe
to his recommendations, that it does not appear he ever:
failed in any. And indeed it would have been itrange;:.
that the men in power fhould have refufed any requefty
of that furt, which tended highly to their own honoury
by promoting men of talents and worth, to 2 man wha
was daily employed in doing them the moft important,
fervices, without once hinting at any retura for them
to himfelf, In this ftate did this extraordinary man
continue for near three years, without the {inallelt re~
ward, or the leaft addition to his fortune, which cona
fifted only of a living of about two hundred and fifty
pounds a year, and not quite five hundred pounds in
cafh; atthe fame time that he was in {uch a degree of
power, that he was making the fortune of multitudes,,
‘Thus did he verify his early declaration to the Archs
bithop of Dublin, before quoted. WNothing aftonithed
the people of thofe times more, than that fo ditingutfha
ed a man, and apparently in fuch high favour, fhould
have rematned, for fuch a length of time, without any
promotion : and that he fhould at laft be rewarded only
with a paltry Deanery, in ano:her kingdom, to which
he went with the wtmoft reludtance, and which was
looked upon by himfelf, as well ay by the world, only
as a {pectes of banifhment, has ever {ince been conli
dered in fo extraordinary a light, that various have heea
the conjeftures of the world to account for it,  Some,
who knew Swift’s real merits towards the Miniftry,
have not been backward in charging them with the ba-
feft ingratitude on the occafion. Others, not fo well
acquainted with the hiflory of thofe times, thought it
wa
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was-impoflible Swift could have been a man of fuch
#mwpertance as he was reprefented, otherwife he muft
seertainly have made his way to the highett ftation in the
Lhurch ; and confidering him only as a Writer of fome
-political Papers and Pamphlets, were not forprifed that
his reward (hould be no greater.  Bue, fince the publi-
cation of the private memoirs of thofe times, in Swift’s
laft Volumes, there is no farther room for conjellure,
a8 this whole affair may be fetin its true light, upon un-
doubted proofs. 1 have already given many friking
inftances of the little folicitude Swift had about pufh-
-ing his own fortune. I fhall now remind the reader of
the principle upon which he acted, meationed in a pal-
{age before quoted, from a letter of his to the Arch-
‘bithop of Dublin, dated Oétober 1, 1711, “Iris my
maxim to leave great Minifters to do as they pleafe;
and if I cannot diftinguih myfelf enough, by being
wufeful in fuch a way, as becomes 2 man of confcience
and honour, 1 can do no more; for I never will folicic
Yor myfelf, although I often do for others.”” This re-
folution we find, by many other paflages, he ftrictly ad-
hered to; and when we confider the procraltinating dif-
pofition of Lord Oxford, we fhall not be furprifed at
his not-being in any hafte to provide for a man who ne-
ver folicited him, Nothing is more common than the
deferring of any thing, however firongly in our inten-
tion it be to do it fome time or other, which we con-
fider as always in our power to do, unlefs we are parti-
cularly called upon to carry it into execution at fome
certain time : and this was more likely to be the cafe in
one of his turn. Befides, as he was daily gratifving
Swift in his requefts for others, he thought he might -
with reafon expe& that he thould wait the moft conve-
pient feafon for his own promotion, And with regard
to Swife himfelf, | have aircady afligned fome very
[ powerful
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powerful motives which made him in no hafte with re.
fpect to preferment. But, above ally there were many
things, while he remained in that ficvation, which gras.
tified his peculiar difpofition and turn of mind to the
height.  His proud {pirit was much fonder of confer-.
rme, than receiving obligations.  In fis Journal to

Seella of March 711212, where he 1ays, he can do no-
thing for wmiclf, he adds, <« | don'r care, I thall have
Minitters, and other people obliged to me.” and ke
did not with to reeeive any rerurn for his fervices, il
they were fwelled wo fuch a height, as o make any ree
ward, how great [o cver, fall ot of thejr value, and
fo free hum from any debet on the feore of obligation,
ITe had all chis time an opportunity of difplaying the
pride of independence, acd of ficwing, that by his
own talents and intrinfic worth, without any of the
ufual aids in life, he could raife himfelf to a higher de-
gree of confequence and power, than others could do
by noble birth, high ftation, or enormous wealth, "It
mult have been no fmall gratification ro him, to think
thar it was to this little Vicar of Laracer, that the Mi. .
niltry were indebeed for remaining in their Foils; that
he was their proteétar and preferver in thofe poits,
fpite of their cnemies, and of themflves. Flat by .
degrees he grew into [uch cotfidence with them, that
there was nothing dope in pubkic ailiirs without con-
fulting kit and that the world in general contidered
hitn as the praman modile of all their cond uet, infomiuch,
that there were many fpeeches made againit him by
name, on that account, both in the floufe of T.ords
and Commons.  That he hould have the greateft men,
foreign Ambaffadors, £, oliciting  the Miuiftry,
through him, for favours. Thas his acquaintance
fhould be courted by perfons of the higheft rank, and

obrained enly by a few, not on the {core of their qua-

lity,
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Jiwg; or fortune, but merit.  Was there not a fecret
pride.in receiving thefe, in a lodging of eight hillings
h:week, and walking to the doors of all the greateft
phem of the age, which few open at his approach? Ne-
-wper fure was a greater triumph of parts and virtue, over
the vfual idols of the world. To the immortal honour
of;:Swift be it recorded, that he was the firlt man of
{efters and genius that we read of, who afferted the fu-
etiority of talents over titles, of virtue over wealch,
gn the face of the great and the rich; and not content
awith vain fpeculations, and idly declaiming on the fub-
%e&, as all others had done, boldly demanded and re-
ceived the homage due to fuch fuperiority, both (or
himfelf and others, ‘This he could never have done,
had he not convinced the Great, that however they
might ftand in need of his affiftance, he wanted not
theirs, That he could be perfeétly content with his
prefent fortune, fimall as it was, and return to his wil.
{ows at a day’s notice, en any ill treatmenr, without
the lealt relutance. That they couid have no hold on
‘him either on the feore of avarice, or ambition. As
to the former, the noble refentment which he [hewed
to the firlt attempt of Lord Oxford, to lay him under
a pecuniary obligation ; the indignation which lie ex-
prefled on two or three occafions, on bribes being of-
fered to him for his tutérefl ; and, above all, his{corn-
ing to make any advantage of his * Works, fo cona
trary to the eftablithed pratice of all other Authors,
fhewed that he was unaifailable in that way, And asto
ambition, his whole condudt proved that he was deter-
mined to awe his rnfe wholly to his own merits, and not

* Asan inftance of this, he fays, in his Journal of November 1711,
¢t Lam forry I ient you the Exuminer, for the printer is golng to print
them in a fmall velome, It feems the author is too proud, to have
‘them printed by fubfeription, though his friends offered, they fay, to
mpke it worth five hondred pounds to him,™ '
o to
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¢o any folicitation or intereft on his hehalf, In fthorg
from his many declarattons to others, in his letters bes .

fore quoted, as well as thofe made to his boforn friend

in his Journal, and from the whole tenour of his aftions;
confonant to thofe declarations, we may fee that Swify,
upon joining with the new Miniftry, had laid down this*

rule for his conduodt; that he would ferve the publick.

interefts, and the common caufe, to the utmoft of his

power; that he would exert all his influence in promo-

ting men of talents and worth; and with regard to his-
own fortune, leave it wholly to chance, and Court-gra- .

titude; of which, however, he had fo mean an opit
nion from former experience, that he relied little on it,
and was perfectly prepared againft any difappointmien,
In his Journal of January 1710-1¢, he fays, My new
friends are very kind, and I have promifes enough,

but I do not rount upon them; and befides, my prew.

tences are very young to them. IHowever, we fhall fee
what may be done, and if nothing at all, I thall not be
difappointed, althovgh perhaps poor * M. ID. may, and
then I thall be forrier for their fakes than my own.”
And in that of June foilowing, he fays, ¢ Remember,
if I am ufed il and ungratefully, as 1 have formerly
been, ’tis what 1 am prepared for, and fhall net

wonder ‘at it.” And in that of Oltober following,
he fays to Stella, **1 have ne fhuddering at all to.

chink of retiring to my old circumflances, if you can
be eafy.”

But while Swift was thus letting occafions flip, and
the Minifters deferring the reward of his fervices, there
was a cabal forming at Court, which put a fiop to his
promotion for a while, and had nearly prevented a pol-
fibility of it during that reign, It is to be obferved,

® By M. D. is generally meant Stella, though fometimes it fands

for Stella and Mrs, Dingley.

~ that
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tht however high he was in favour with the Miniftry,

:1! ‘ddes not appear that he ever flood well with ihe
Queen, or that fhe once gave him the leaft mark of her
&buntenance or favour.  Swift had mentioned to Stella,
“early in his Journal, that Mr. Harley had faid, he
sould prefent him to the Queen; but in his fubfequent
one of January 1710-11, he fays, Mr. Harley, of late,
s faid nothing of prefenting e to the Queen.—I was
overfeen when I mentioned it to you. He has fuch a
‘weighe of affairs on him, that he cannot mind all; buc
'he talked of it three or four times to me, long before 1
dropt it to you.” Nor does 1t appear afterwards,
through the courfe of the Journal, that this was ever
done, or that the Queen took the leaft notice of him.
‘On the contrary, it is to be feen in many places of
Swift’'s Works, that {he had imbibed firong prejudices
againlt him; frlt, from Dr. Sharpe, Archbithop of
Yorke, who reprefented him as 2 Free-thinker, or In-
fidel; a charaéter which that religious Queen muft,
above all others, deteft in a Clergyman: and nexr, from
the Duchefs of Somerfer, her favourite, who hated
Swift mortally, and took every opportunity of repre-
fenting him in the worft colours to her Royal Miftrefs,
But, above all, the Queen had a reafon of her own for
difliking Swift, as he was conitantly employed in endea-
vouring to counteratt her favounite plan. What that
was, will lufficiently appear from the following extrals,
Inhis Journal to Stella, fo early as February 1710-11, he
fays, Il tell you one great {tate {fecret: theQueen, fen-
fible how much fthe was poverned by the late Miniftry,
runs a little into t'other extreme, and is jealous tn that
poine, even of thofe who got her out of the other’s
hands.” He hints the fame in other paffages of his
gournal But in fome of his Trals, publifhed fince’
1§ dt;ath he is quite explicit on this article, and has
laid
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laid open a fecret {pring of government, which was

conitantly operating during the four Jalt years of thac

Queen; and which being concealed, except from a very
few, rendered the proceedings of the lirit Minifter
wholly unaccountable to his friends at thar time, and
to all fince who have entered into an exsmination of
his condult; but which being now difclofud, at once

folves a riddle, hitherto thought inexplicable. 1n his:

- T'rack, ntitled, Memoirs relating to the Change in the
Queen’s Miniflry in 1710, there is the following' paf«
fage. ¢ She (the Queen) grew fo jealous upon the
change of her lervants, that often, our of fear of be-
ing 1npofed on, by an over caution, fhe would impofe
upon herlelf.  She cook adelight in refufizn thofe who
were thought to have greatelt power with Lor, even in
the moft reafonable things, and {uch as were neceflary
for her fervice, nor wonld let them be done, until the
fell into the humour of it herlelf”  In another Trad,
intitded, i Enguiry ints the Bebovicur of the Rueen’s laft

Miniftry, thereis a paffage to the fame efivét. ¢ Bur - |

in difpenling her favours, e was extremely cautious
and flow; and after i ulual miitake of thole who
think they have been often impofed on, became fo very
fulpicious, that fhe over-fhot the mark, and erred o

L Sl .

the other extreme.  When a perfoir happened to be re-

commended as vieful for her fervice, or proper to be

obliged, perhaps, afier a long deluy, fhie would con-

fent; butif the Trealurer offered at the fance time a
warrant, or other inftrument to her, already prepared,
in order to be figned, becaole he prefumed to reckon
on her confenr before-hand, fhe would not; and thus
the affair would fometines lie for feveral months toge-
ther, although the thing were ever & reafonable, or
that cven the publick fuffered by the delay.  So that
this Miniflter had no other remedy, but to let her Ma-

Jefty
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jﬁ!y take her own time, which never failed to be the
vety longeft, that the nature of the thing could fuffer
4t to defer it.”  Hence it is evident, that the Queen,
who had long been weary of the bondage in which
‘e was held by the Whig Miniftry, was deter-

i

ned, upon a change, that fhe would not bring her-
Rlf into the fame predicament again, but was refolved
& fhew thar fhe had 2 will of her own, and thar the
wiould exert it; and, in order to be able to do this ef-
fefually, her plan was, not to fuffer the Tory intereft
ko> grow too ftrong, but to keep fuch a number of
Whigs il in office, as thould be a conftant check up-
6h her Minifters, againft any encroachments of that
- gore.  In the above-mentioned Trad, there are feveral
paflages that prove this point.  In one it 1s faid, “ Itis
oft certain, when the Queen firft began to change
Ker fervants, it was not from a dillike of things, but
of “perfons; and thofe perfons were a very finall nom-
ber, And afterwards, when, upon fome cvents, things
were puthed farther than fhe at firft intended, it was
‘with great regret fhe faw fome of the principal great
Officers among the Whigs refign their employments.
‘For, fays the Author,  She had entertained the no-
tion of forming 2 moderate or comprehenfive fcheme,
which fhe maintained with great firmnefs, sor would
ever depart from, until about half a vear before her
death.” This conduét, no deubt, was zood policy in
the Queen, in order to preferve a due fhare of autho-
rity to herfelf; but at the fame time her Minifter fuf-
fered extremely by i, who bore the brunt of all this
trimming and moderation, which were imputed <o fome
fecret defigns of his own, and cauvfed incurable jealou-
fies and fufpicions in his fricnds, as well as the whole
“Tory party. Of this Swift gives the following account
“in the fame Tra&. ¢ 1 remember it was then com-
mooly
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monly underftood and expected, that when the feflio q
ended, a general removal would be made : but it haps
pened o:hcrwifc ; for notonly few or none were turned"“
out, bur much deliberation was ufed in {upplying coms
mon vacancics by death. This manner of proceeding, ’
in a Prime Minifter, 1 confefs, appeared to me wholly*
unaccountable, and without examnple; and I was ligtle 'f
fatisfed with the folution 1 had heard, and pardy :
knew, that he atted thus co keep men at his devation,
by letting expectation lie in coromon ; for T found the -
effe@ did not anfwer; and that in the mean time he led
fo uneafy a life, by folicitations and purfuits, as no man
would endure, who had a remedy at hand. About the .
beginning of his Miniftry, I did, ar the requeft of fe- -
veral confiderable perfons, take the liberty of repre.’
fenting this matter to him.  His anfwer was fhort and.
cold; that he hoped his friends would truft him; tha
he heartily withed that none, but thofe who loved the
Church and Queen, were employed, but that all could
not be done on a fudden. I have reafon to believe,
that his nearcit acquaintance were then wholly at a lofs
what to think of his conduét. He was forced to pre-
ferve the opinion of power, without which he could not
a&t; while, in reality, he had lictle or none; and be-
fides, he thought it becamme him to take the burden of
reproach upon himfelf, rather than lay it upon the
Queen, his Miftrefs, who was grown very pofitive, flow,
and fufpicious; and from the opinion of having been
Aformerly too much direéted, fell into the other cxtremgﬁ
and became difficult to be advifed. So that few Minie
fters had ever perhaps a harder game to play, between.
the jealoufy and difcontents of his friends on one (ide,
and the management of the Queen’s temper on the
other.,” In another part of the fame Trall, thereisa
paflage to the fame effeét, ¢ Upon Mr. Harley's re-
covery,

et £ ek
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gwery, which was foon foilowed by his promation to
smEarldom, and the Treafurer’s Staff, he was earneftly
poefled to go on with the change of employments, for
"arhich his friends and the kingdom were very impatient ;
‘awherein [ 2am confident he was not unwilling to com-.
“gly; if a new incident had not put farther dzﬂicui:lcs
“jwhis way. The Queen, having thought fit to take
51&1: key from the Duchefls of Marlborough, it was, af-
‘i fome time, given to another great Lady (the
-Puchefs of Somerfet) wholly in the interefts of the
gppolite party ; who, by a moit obfequious behaviour,
@f which (he is a perfe& miftrefs, and the privilege of
her place, which gave her continual accefs, quickly won
o far upon the afe@ions of her Majefty, that fhe had
.more perfonal credit than all the Queen’s fervants put
together, Of this Lady’s charalter and ftory, having
fpoken fo much in other papers, which may one day
fos the light, I fhall only obferve, that as foon as fhe
‘944 fixed in her ftation, the Queen, following the courfe
“of her own nature, grew daily more difficult, and un-
omplying. Some weak endeavours were indeed ufed
-to diverc her Majefty from this choice; but fhe conti-
.nued feady, and pleaded, that if (he might not have
-the liberty of choofing her own fervants, fhe couid not
fec what advantage fhe had gotten by the change of her
Miniftry : and fo lictle was her heart fet upon what they
call a High-Church, or Tory Adminiftration, that fe-
veral employments in Court and Country, and a great
majority in all Commiffions, remained in the hands of
thofe who mott oppofed the prefent proceedings.” And,
as a farther confirmation of the Queen’s difpofition in
this refpet, he fays, in the fecond part of the abave
Traf, ¢ Her only objetion againft feveral Cleraymen,
recommended to her for promotions in the Church,
was their being too viclent in party. And a * Lady,

* Lady Mafham,
in

h-—
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in high favour with her, has frequently affured m'!',.;‘:
that whenever fthe moved the Queen to difcard fome?
perfons, who, upon all occafions, with great virulencg,,
oppoled the Court, her Majefty would conftantly e
fute, and at the {fame time condemn her for too mich.}
party-zeal.”  Such being the Queen’s fykem of con;-g
dud, it is evident that Swift mufl have been more obw ;
noxious to her, than any man living, as he was the |
inolt unwearied in his endeavours to counterad her
views, by rooting out the Whigs entirely, and theres
fore the muit conltantly have looked upon him with an
evil eye.  But when at lalt he made a diret attemptio ;
get her to difcharge her favourite, the Duchefs of Sge- :
merfet, 1n 2 Copy of Verles addrefied to the Queen;
the motk bitter, with regard to the Duchefs, perbaps,
that ever was penned, called < "The Windfor Prg-
phicey ;7 the Queen gave evident marks of her difplea- -
fure, and tock afterwards an opportunity of Ihewin'g%
her refeatment to the Author, by proclaiming a reward ;
of three hundred pounds for difcovering the Authorof %
a Yamphlet, called The Pubdlic Spirit of the Whigs, !
which fhe knew to have been written by Swif, in fup--
rort of the Miniftry. This fat he has commemorated,
in 2 Copy of Verfes on himfelf, where, fpeaking of the
Duckels of Somerfet, he fays, N

.

:
E

Ireaon her red locks her inputh with venom fills, .
And thence into the Roya! ear nftils,

Uhe Queen incens’d, his fervices forgor,

Leaves him a vidiun to the vengeful Scot: po
Naw through the realn a proclamaiton {pread
Tofix = grice on his devored head s

Whiic fuwent, he feorns ignoble Aight, p
His watchful fiiends preféive him by a feight, h

] v
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éhnd in the Preface to his Hiffory of ihe Four Injk ¥ ears
pBureri dnwe, he fays, <1 wasfo far from having any
:-Sfﬂﬁllgatmn to the (.mwn, that, on the chntrary, her
“Magjefty iffued a Proclamation, offcring three hundred
“pounds to any perfon who would difcover the Author
“#f a certain fhort Treatife, whmh the CQueen well knew
_to have been written by me.”
~*Fromn al} that has been offered upon this head, we
- may clearly dedece the reafon why Swift remained fuch
#length of time without any r*"mﬁorio;i, and niay fairly’
esonerate Lord Oxford from the c! harges made againft
‘him’on that feore. It is now evideat, though befmc
T way a fecrer to the world, that he had by no means
‘that depree of power, which he was ﬁmpofad 13 entoy;
n any matter whatever; But in ab v oine that did not
fall in with her Maiefly’s pleafure, he had none ar all,
nsiach lefs therefore in fuch as the was fer againt. A-
fong which pumber, chat of the prumorio'l af P
Swift) for the reafons above-mensioned, feems to have
Been one.  1f, as he has related, ¢ Fler onl}r obieétion
- dgdinlt feveral Clergymen, recommended o her for pro-
fiotions in the Church, was their being too vielent in
party;” how much more ftrangly muft this have ope-
fated with regard to him, whole zeal in the caufe he
Yad efpoufed, tranfported him'fu beyond all bounds of
froderation, as to keep no meaflures cven Wwith hery
fhough he well knew her difpofition.  Of this he gave
aftrong proof in the Windfor Prophecy; the tendency
of which was, to prevail on her Majefty to remove the
Buchefs of Somerfer, the patronels of the Whig caufe;
by the moft bitter inveltives on her charalter, fron her
poft; and to receive Mis. Matham, who was equally
sttached to the Tosy intereft, in her places Hewas fo
indifcreet as to give orders for the publication of that
plece, which would have been done, had not Mrs,
: K Mathamn
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Mafham prevcnted it. Of this he gives the followmg‘
account, in his Journal of Pecember 1711, [ call-}_
ed at noon at Mrs. Matham’s, who deflired me not tn,
let the Prophecy be publithed, for fear of angering they
Queen about the Duchels of Somerfer; fo I wrote 1o,
the printer to flop them. They have been printedy -
and given about, but not fold.” And a litcle lower,, i
he fays, “I entertained our Society at the Thatch'd- |
houfe tavern to-day at dinner; but brother Bathurﬁ};}
{ent for wine, the houfe affording none. The printeg .
had not received my letter, and fo he brought us a do- -
zen a-piece of the Prophecy; but I ordered him 1o, :
part with no more. ’Tis an admirable good one, and,
people are mad for it.”  As this Socicty confifted of?
lixteen, we here {ce there was a fufficient number gog
abroad, to have it generally (pread; fo that it was no..
difficule martter for the Duchels to procure a cop}’,
which the kept by her in perto, “till [he (hould find 8,
convenient feafon for wreaking her revenge. "This foon. -
affered itlelf, when he was recommended to the %cery' _
for a vacant Bifhoprir:t{, {rom which he was pn:cluded '
by the Duchefs, in the manner before related. Who-*
ever reads that Prophecy, is acquainted with thq
chen s difpofition, and knows the afcendency whlch
the Duchefs maintained over her to the laft, will not
wonder that Swift remained {o long without apy pro-
motion. That Lord Oxford was folicitous for his
friend’s preferment, appears from his recommending
him fo eariy to a Bithoprick, which was a falt of gene-
ral notoriery at that time, and fince cenfirmed to me by
good authority.  And the reafons are now equally ob=
vious, why it was not ta the Lord Treafurer’s power to.
promote him afterwards ; though it is probable that hé..
ftudinufly concealed this from Swift, as he might think -
the difcovery of his inability to ferve him, might have
fent
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feak him back to his willows; at a tithe when he motk

“needed his affitance. But to make him amends, he
. fhewed him every pesfonal Kinduels in his power, pro-

vided for zll whom he recommended, and never, as

_Bwife himlelf declares, refuted him any thing that ke
. ifk_r'd-

in this fituation Swift remained during the fpace of
;wo years and a halfy fromt his firll acquaintance with
' the Miniftry ; often declaring to Stella, that be was
weary of the {¢ene tn which he was engiged, and of
the part which he tack in 1t f:tcucntly expreffing an

" earnélt defire of returning to his former {icvaton, and

declaring as often, that nothing reftrained him from
domg it, but that he t[luught hlml-df Ohl't‘td both in
honour and duty, not to defert the coufe in which he

_was engaged, and of which he was the grear champion,

"dll he had done every thing in his power towards the
eftablihment and {upport of it When thereflore he
had nearly finifhed Lis Hiftory of the Peace of Utrechr,
which was the lalt work he propofed on the fubjed, he
 letermined to ftay no longer, unlels fomething ho-
nourahh; were done for him. At this Jun&urc, there

~ happened to be vacant three Deanerics in Treland, and

g Canonry of Windfar, with fome vther Church pre-
ferments 1n England.  Swilt therefure lilently refolved,
{f there were no notice taken of him on this occafion,
to return to Laracor, and have done with Courcs for
ever. The account we have of this in his Journal,
written to the hour, will.beft reprefent to us his {tate of
mind at that time.  Journal, April 13, 1713, ¢ This
morning my fricnd Mr, Lewis came to me, and (hewed
me an order for a warrant for the tiiree vacant Deane-
ries, but none of them to me.  "L'his was whar Lalwuys
forefaw, and received the notice of it betrer, I believe,
har he expelted, 1 bid Mr. Lewis tell iny Lozd Trea-
K a furer,
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Caver, that I 1oke pothing il of bim, but bis net giving me.;
Emely sebice, as be pi 'ofm’eci to do, if he found the er 3
seould do wetbisg for me. At noon, Lord Treafurer 3
Learipg ! was in Mr. Lewis’s Office, came to me, and .
faid many things roo long to repeat. 1 told him, 1 had 3
southing o do bue go to Ireland immediately, ford -
could not, with any leputatmn, ftay longer here, un-
efs 1 had fomething honourable 1.nmc‘.dmtc‘ly given to
me.  We dined together at the Duke of Orinond’s, |
Te there told me e had ftopped the warrants for thé-
Deans, that what was doae for me mighe be at the
fame time, and he hoped to compals it to-night; but .
I belteve him not, 1 wold the Duke of Ormond my
intentions.  Me is content Sterne fhould be a Bithop; -
and 1 have St. Patrick’s, but 1 believe nothing will come
of iz, for fiay I will not; and o I believe you will fe€ -
me in Dublin before Apritends. 1 am lefs our of hu-
mour than you would tmagine; and if it were not that
impertinent people would condole with me, as they
ufed to give me joy, Twould value it lefs,  Bue | flill
avoid company, wnd moilter up my baggage, and fend
them nexe Monday by the carrier to Chelter, and go fe€
my willows, againil the expectation of all the world.
¢ sqrh. T dined in the City to-day, and ordered 2
Jodging to be gor ready for me, againft T came to pack
wvp iy thingsy for 1 will leave this end of the town as
foon as cver the warrants for the Deancries are ou,
which are ver fopped. Lord Treafurer told Lewn
that it hould be deterivined to-night ; and fo he wil
fay a hundred nighes 5 fo he fuid yelerday, but T value '
it not. My duily Journals fhall be bur fhott, "ol F get-
into the city, and then 1 will fend away this, and fol-
Tow 1t myfelf; Idefign ro walk ic all che way to Che-
fter, my nvan and 1, by ten miles a day. It will domy -
healih a great deal of good. I fhall da it in fourteen
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% qgth.  Lord Bolingbroke made me dine with him
“rowday (1 was as good company as ever) and told me
“the Queen would determine fomething for me to-right,

The difpute is Winpsor, or ST, Patrick’s. 1 rold him
T'would not ftay for their difputes, and he thoughe }
“was in the right.  Lord Mafbam told we, that Lady

Matham is angry I have not been to fee her fince this
- bufihefs, and delires I will come to-morrow,

“¢¢ y6th. 1 was this noon at Lady Malham’s, who
was jult come from Kenfington, where her eldeit fon
jsfick. She faid much to me of whar the had talked
to the Queen and Lord Treafurer.  The poor Lady fiil

6@ fhedding tears epenly.  She could not bear to thick of my
baving St. Patrick’s, &c. 1 was never more moved
than to fee fo much friendthip. I would rot ftay with

hes, but went and dined with Dr. Arbucthnor, with Mr,

Berkeley, one of your Fellows, whom 1 have recom-

mended to the Doctor, &5¢. Mr. Lewis tells me, that

the Duke of Ormond has been to-day with the Queen,
and fhe was content that Dr. Sterne fhould be Bithop of

Dromore, and | Dean of St. Patrick’s; dur then out
came Lord Treafurer, and faid, that be would not be Jasi/-
Jied, but that I wuft be a Prebendary of Windfer. 'Thus

he perplexes things. [ exped? neither; but | confefs, as
touch as 1 love England, Iam fo angry ac this treat.

ment, that, if 1 had my choice, I would rather have

St. Parrick’s.  Lady Matham fays, fhe will {peak to
the purpofe to the Queen to-morrow. _

« r3th. 1 weoe to dine at Lady Mafham’s to-day,
and the was taken ill of a fore throar, and is aguith.

She fpoke to the Queen lalt night, but had not much
time. The Queen fays, fhie will determine to-morrow
with Lord Trealurer.  The warrants for the Deanzries
are fill fopped, for fear 1 thould be gone. Do you
think any thing will be done ? Idoa't care whether there

' K3 iy
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Isor no. Inthe mean time, T prepare fur my journeyy.
and {ee no great prople, nor will fee Lord Treafurey
any more, if T go. Lord Ureafurer told Mr, Lewis ie-
fhould be done to-night, fo he faid five nights ago,
18th, ¢ This morning Mr Lewis fent me word,’
that Lord Trealurer told him the Queen would deters
mine at noon. At three, Lord Treafyrer fent to me t§
come to his lodgings at St, James’s, and told me,‘ the
(Queen was at lalt refolved that Dr. Sterne thould be
Bithop of Dromore, and I, Dean of St. Patrick’s, and
that Sterne’s warrant fhould be drawn immediately,
You know the Deanery is in the Duke of Ormond’s gift; but
this 15 concerted between the Quecn, Lord Treafurer, and
Duke of Ormend, to make room for me, 1 do not know
. whether it will yet be done; fome unlucky accideng
may yet come. Neither can | feel joy at pafling my
days inIreland ; and I confefs I thought the Minijtry would
wot lef me gos but perbaps they camiot belp it. ' '
¢ 1gth. I forgot to tell you, that Lord Treafurey
forced me to dine with him yelterday, as ufual, with his
Saturday company, which 1 did; after frequent refufals,
To day I dined with a private friend, and was norat
Court. After dinper, Mr. Lewis fent me word, that
the Queen ftayed ’till the knew whecher the Duke of
Ormond approved of Sterne for a Bithop. I went this
evening, and found the Duke of Ormond at the Cock. -
pit, and told him, and defired he would go to the
Q}ﬁ'tn, and approve of Sterne. He made obfeftions, and -
defired 1 would name any other Deanery, for he did not
like Sterne; that Sterne never wentto {ee him; that he’
was nfluenced by the Archbithop of Dublin, &, fa -

all is now broken again., I fcat out for Lord Treafu-
rer, and told him this, Fe fays, all will do well ; but .
I wajue not what be fays.  This lufpenfe vexes me worfe
than any thing cife. ‘ -
- % 20th,



jbrowne
Rectangle


DOCTOR SWIFT, 135

" ¢ goth. 1 went to-day, by appointment, to the
‘Cock-pit, to talk with the Duke of Ormend. He re-
-peated the fame propofals of any other Deanery, &,
1 defired he would put me out of the cafe, and do as
he pleafed. Then, with great kindnefs, he faid he
" -would confent; but would do it for no man ¢lfe but me,
£e.  And fo perhaps fomething will come of it. 1
-ean’t tell,
-~ ¢« g1ft, The Duke of Ormond has told the Queen,
- he is faisfied Stegne fhould be Bithop, and fhe confents
1 thall be Deane ; and I fuppofe warrants will be drawn
“in 2 day or twe. 1 dined at an ale-houfe with Parnell
-and Berkeley; for I am not in a humeour to go among
‘the Minifters, though Lord Dartmouth invited me to
‘dine with him to-day, and Lord Treafurer was to be
-there, I faid I would, if I were cutof {ufpenfe.
% g9d. The Queen fays, the warrants fhall -be
-drawn, but fhe will difpofe of all in Kngland and
-Ireland at once, to be teafed no more. This will
“delay it fome time, and while it is delayed, I am nos
fure of the Queen, my enemies being bufy. 1 hace this {uf-
-penle. '
- ¢ 23d. I dined yelterday with General Hamilton :
‘1 forgot to tel you. 1 write thort Journals now. I
have eggs on the fpit.  This night the Queen has fign-
“ed all the warrants, among which, Sterne is Bithop of
Dromore; and the Duke of Ormond is to {end over an
order for making me Dean of St. Patrick’s. 1 have no-
»doubt of him at all. T think "tis now paft. But you
-fee what a condition I am in. 1 chought | was to pay
but fix hundred pounds for the houfe, but the Bithop
“of Clogher f{ays eight hundred pounds; firlt-fruits, a-
~bout one hundred and fifty pounds Irith; and- fo" with
a patent, &¢. athoufand pounds in all; {o that T thall
pot be the becter for the Deanery thefe three years, 1
' K 4 hope,

e
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hope, in fome time, they wiil be perfuaded here to giva
mie fome money to pay off thele debts. I muft fnifh
the book I am writing, before I can go over; and they.
expect I (hall pafs next winter here, and then I will
drive them to give me a fum of money. [Towever, I-
hope to pafs four or five months with you. [ received.
vour’s to-night; Juil ten weeks fince I had your laft. [-
fhall write next poft to Bithop Sterne.  Never man hagd
fo many enemies of Treland as he. 1 carried it with the
firongeft hand pofiible. If he does not ufe me well,.
and gently, in what dealings I fhall have with him, he
will be the moft ungrateful of mankind, The drch
bifpop of York, wy mortal encmy, bas fent, by a third band,
that he would be gled 1o fee me,  Shall T fee him or not?
I hope to be over in amonth. I fhall anfwer your rattle
foon; but no more Journals, I fhall be very bufy,
Short letters from henceforward. 1 fhall not part with
Laracer; thatis all { have to live on, except the Dean-
ery be worth inore than four iundred pounds a year %,
Is it} Pray write me a good humour’d letter immedi-
ately, let 1t be ever fo thort. This affuir was carried with
great difficulty, which vexes me. But they fay here, ¢
1s much to my reputation, that { bave made a Bifbop,
in fpite of all the waorld, apdto get the beff Deanery in Irga
fuind T, '
« 26th. 1 was at Court to-day, and a thoufand
people pave me joy; fo Iran out. I dined wirh Lord
-Orkney,  Yefterday I dined with Lord Treafurer, and
hie Sarurday people, as ufual; and was fo be-dean'd,
Ee. The drchiifpop of Vurk fays be will never more fpeak
apainft me.”
- From an examination of this extralt, we fhall clearly
fev, that the grear obffacle to Swift's preferment, wag

* Tiis Deagery wos warth more than foven huadred.
4 The nigit confiderable in point of runk, byt not income,

the
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theprejudice conceived againft him by the Queen, and
inot any negled or want of friendfhip in the Miniftry.
He- feems to have been himfelf of this opinion, where
e fays, upon finding that none of the Deaneries were
given to him, <1 bid Mr. Lewis tell wmy Lord Trea-
JJurer, that 1 iake nothing ill of bim, but bis wot giving me
«fimely notice, as be prmﬁd to doy if be found the Queen
-wﬂafd do notking for me.”

* And afterwards, in the progrels of' this affair, he
._cxprcﬁ'cs his fufpicion more ftrongly in that point,
‘where he {ays, © This will delay it {ome time, and while
Avis delayed, Tam wot fure of the Quecn, my cnemies be-
dng bufy. T hate Hus fufpeafe. lois evidenu alfo, that
.the Lord Treafurer, upon hearing Swift’s declaration
.to Mr, Lewis, was greatly alarmed, and began to beftis
himfelf wich all his might. The warrants for the
“Peans were immediately ftopped, to prevent Swift's de-
parting, as he threatened he would.  And though the
affair was not carried oa with that difparch, which
Swift’s impaticnce required, yetitis evident, the Trea-
furer was exerting his utmoft endeavours to accomplith
‘the point for him in his own way. Hc was by no
means {ansfied thac his friend fhould be fent to Ireland,
and was therefore ufing all his influence to get him a
Canonry of Windfor, which he knew alfo would be
much more agreeable to him.  The affair of the Dean-
ery was cafily fettled, as we fee from the following paf-
fage in the Journal. ¢ Mr. Lewis tells me, that the
Duke of Ormond has been to-day with the Queen, and
fhe was content that Dr. Sterne fhould be Bifhop of
Promore, and i, Dean of St. Pasrick’s, but then out
came Lord Treafurer, and faid, he would not be faui-
fied, but that 1 muft be a Prebendary of Windior.
Thus he perplexes - things,” &¢. In the whole pro-
gr,cfs of this affalr, Swift fpeaks Peevi[hly of the Lord

Trea-
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Treafurer, and, with all the captioufnefs of a_;calmf!
lover, who who will not come to an explanation. The:
“I'reafurer was really exerting all his endeavours to ferde.
his friend, in the way which he knew would be mdlt
agreeable to him; though. according to his ufual re--

Jerve, he did not care to inform him of the difficuitioy

in his way. And Swift, who was too proud to enquife.
into this, fulpe@ed him either of want of zeal, or i
dulging his ufual procraftination, which is, obvious,
from all the expreffions relative to him in the abows
quotations, But the truth of the whole matter appears
to be this. The Queen was willing enough that Swift
fhould have a2 moderate provifion made for him in Ire
land, in order to fend him into ‘banithment, in a d¢-
cent, though not very honourable manner. And the
Minifter, on the other hand, wanted to keep him with
him at all events. We find, with regard to the Winds
for promotion, the Queen continued inflexible, not only
acain(t che folicitations of the Treafurer, but of Lady
Matham, who was her neareft favourite, after the Do.
chefls of Somerfet. How zealous that Lady was in his
caule, may be feen in a paflage of the above quotatioh,
where, {peaking of her, he fays, ¢ She faid much to
me of what fhe had talked to the Queen, and Lord
Treafurer,  The poor Lady fell a jhedding of tears openly,
She could not bear to think of my baving St. Patrick’s,” &,
" We find afterwards, when the Lord Trealurer faw
that the Queen was obftinate with regard to this point,
there was another bar thrown in the way of Swilt’s pro-
motion ‘in Ireland, probably contrived between him .
and the Duke of Ormond; which was, that the Duke

~thould demur againit Sterne’s being made a Bithop;

nor can this change in the Duke of Ormond, when hc .

~had before confented to Sterne’s promotion, be ration-

ally accounted forin any other way. This probably
wag
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wab the Trealorer's laft effort, to oblige the Queen to
do fomething for Swift in Euglund; but when Swift

- Fimfelf continued refolute in the other point, probably
- 'on a fufpicion, that the Queen could not be wrought

ppon to prefer him in England, and urged the Duke of
Ormond o the accomplithment of it, and upon his de-
fhurring, expreffed himfelf refenctfully ; the Duke, who
Joved Swift fincerely, could {fand it no longer, but as
Bwift mentions in the Journal, * with grear kindnels,

he faid he would confent, bur would do it for no man

-eife but me,” &c,

‘But there is one circom®ance in this tranfattion, that
feems very unaccountable; which is, that Swift was not
immediately made Bifhop of Clogher, inftead of Dean

' gf St. Parrick’s.  We do not find, chat Dr. Sterne had

ane friend in the world to recoimmend him, but Swifc
himfelf. Cn the contrary, we {ce he was obnoxious to

“the Miniftry, but particularly fo to the Duke of Or-

mond, then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, who was

“chiefly to be confulted in the difpolal of preferments
. there, When it comes to the pufh, the only objetion

the Duke offers to Swift’s getting St. Patrick’s, is his

- diflike of Sterne, and the reluttance he thews at his be-

.-~ ing promoted to a Bithoprick, Now, was not this dif-

ficulty eahly {moothed away, by making Swifvat once

. Bithop of Clogher? And would not the Minifiry have

been all much*better pleafed to place him in that See,
than a man who was at belt indifferent to them, but
certainly obnoxious to {ome, and thofe the principal
among them ? 1t may therefore be furmiled, that this
was a point not aitempted, becavfe they were fure the
Queen would never confent to make him a Bifhop,
while her difpleafure continued fo high againit him,.
though fhe was willing to fend him into exile, in fo mo-
{lerate a {tation, as that of Dean, even at the expence

3 of
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of promoting & man of no weight or confideration, té -
a higher ftation, to make room for him, And the M.
niltry certainly thewed the greateft readinefs ro gratify.”
him in any thing which he fhould defire, when they -
confented to the promotion of a man, whom they dife
liked, to make room for his preferment, in a way alfo
which they did not approve of, merely becaufe he made -
a point of 1t.  So that, however fmall a recormnpenfe
rhe Deanery ttfelf might have been confidered for Swift's
fervices, yet as there was a Bithoprick beftowed at the
fame time, purcly o malke way for this, and to be char-
ged wholly to his account, the Miniftry certainly cannot
be taxed with a want of a due fenfe of his merits, and’ .
a {uirable defire of rewarding them. And however out
of humour he might be, where he fays, « This affair
was carrled with great difficulty, which vexes me.” -
Yer he very jultly adds, ¢ But they fay here, itis much |
to my reputation, that L have made 2 Bifhop in {pite of -
ali the world, and o get the beft Deanery in Ireland.”
Fe afterwards thews how entirely this was his work,
sgainlt all oppofition, where he fays, <1 fhall write
next polt to Bithop Sterne, Never man had (o many
encimies of Ireland as he; [ carried it wirh the ftrongett
hand poflible. 1 he does not ufe me well, and gently,.
in what dealings I fhall have with him, he will be the
moft ungrateful of mankind.”

In his whole account of this tranfaion, which exhi-
bits a lively picture of his ftate of mind to the mo-
ment, he {eems to have been much under the influence
of humour, Though he was confcious that the Queen.
her{elf was the chict bar to his promotion, vet he fpeaks
as peevilhly of the Treaturer, as if the fole blame lay
with him. At one time he feems earneft about obtain.
ing St. Patrick’s, and is angry with the Treafurer for
putting any rub in the way, though in favour of anos.
' | | thep
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,- ther meafure, which would certainly have pleafed him
.qnore, When he merntions the Queen’s having con-
" fented to Swift's arrangement of the Bifhoprick and
. ‘Deanery, he adds, much out of humour, * but then
.- out came 1.ord Treafuier, and faid he would not be fa-
+ wisfied, but that I muft be a Prebendary of Windfor.,
" fThuos he perplexcs things. I expet neither; but I con-
' fefs as much as I love Lingland, [ am {o angry at this
- weatment, that, if T had my choice, I would rather
Bave St, Patrick’s.” And yet in his Journal of the 18th,
the day but one after this, when he learns from the
Treafurer, that the Queen was ar laft refolved upon the
arfangement propoled, he fays, ¢ Neither can I feel joy
at paffing my days in lreland, and I confels I thoughe
the Miniltry would not let me go; but perhaps they can-
not belpit.” How contrary 15 this to his former decla-
ration] Butin the whole of this affalr, Swift {eems to
Fave been deferted by his ufual firmnets of mind, and
to have aded with the f{rowardnefs of a humourfome
- child, who either does not know his own mind, or will
not tell it; and yee expels that others fhould find it
out, and do what he wants,
. Another reafon for his not defiring to procure the
Bithoprick for himf{elf, might perhaps arife from his
fuppofing that this might be confidered as a full equi-
valent for his fervices, and the #e plus ultra of his pre-
ferment, to the exclulion of all future profpedts in Eng-
land, where all his withes centered.  But I am perfua-
ded, thar the chicf motive to his exuraordinary conduct
‘on this vceafion, and his fo pertinacioufly adhering to
that particular mode, and no other, of providing for
bim, in oppofition to the defire of his beft friends, and -
particularly of the Duke of Ormond, was, that he had
promifed to make Sterne a Bithop the firlt epporcunity,
As he was remarkably tenacious of Lis word, he was
' determined
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determined to keep it oo this occailon, though hg
feems, by fome exprefiions, not.to have looked upon
Sterne as his friend, but rather to have refeptmeng’ ™
againft him, on accecuat of fome i} treatment le(‘ewcd_~_.
at his hands *. . In his Journal to Stella, Otober 28, |
1712, he ihys, « 1 had aletter to-day from Dr, Cog:. :
hill, defiring me to get Raphioe for Dean Sterae, and
the Deanery for myfelf. 1 thallindeed, 1have fuch oblis -
gations to Sterne. But, however, if I am aftked who will
make a good Bithop, 1 fhall name him before any
body.” -
In the February following, he fays, In the fame
Journal, ¢ 1 did not write to Dr. Coghill, that 1 would
have nothing in [reland, but that I was foliciting no»
thing any where, and this is true, I have named Dr.
Sterne to Lord Treafurer, Lord Bolingbroke, and the
Duke of Ormond, for a Bu’hopr.ck, and I did it
heartify. I know not what will come of it; but I tell
you, as a great fecret, that I have made the Duke of
Ormond promife me ro recommend no body till he
tells me, and this for fome reafons, too long to men~
tion.” '

* 'The caufe of his refentment is thus fet forth, in a letter to Sterpe,
then Bithop of Clogher, dated July 1733. *¢ When I firft came ac+
quainted with you, we were Loth private Clergymen in a ceighbours
hood : you were afterwards Chancelfor of St, Parrick’s, then was chos
fen Dean ; in which clettion, T was the mefl bufy of all vour folicitors.
When the compromife was madc between the government and you, tg
make you cafy, and Dr. Syusge Chuncellor, you abfoluicly and fres
guently promifed to give me the + Curacy of St. Nicholas Without
you thought fit, by concert with the Archbithop, to hold it yourfelfy
and apply the revenue to build another Charch.  Upon the Queen”s
death, when I had dooc fur ever with Courts, I retuened to reiide a
my poft, yet with fome kind of hopes of gettirg ‘ome credic with you,
very unwilely ; hecaufe, upon the affair of 5t. Nicolas, -T had told
you frankly, < That I would always refpe@t you, but never hope for
the jeaft friendfhip from you.”

+ Though this be called a Curzcy, yet it Is in reality a Hving of
confiderable value, )

While

L ——
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While the matter was in agitation, he thus writes o
§rella, on the 7th of the March following. <« 1 write
by this poft to the Dean, but it is not above two lines,
end one inclofed to you is not above three lines;,and
a that, one inclofed o the Dean, which he mofl not
have, buton condition of burning it immediately after

reading, and that before your eves;; for there are fome

things in it I would not have liable to accidents, You
fhall only know it general, that it is an account of
“what [ have done to ferve him, in his pretenfions on
thefe vacancies, . but he muft not know, that you
know fo much.” :

"It is evident, from fome of the above guotations,
that Swift was far from having any cordial regard for

Sterne, and that he had thought himielf, on fome oc-
eafions, to have been itl treated by him. Nothing
therefore can, in my opinion, account for his obftinate
perfeverance in making him a Bifhop, in [pite of all
the world, as he himfelf expreffes it, but the facred-
nefs of an engagement.

_ Whatever ill opinion Swilt had formed of Sterne be<
fore, was thoroughly confirmed by his very ungrateful
behaviour to him, smmediately after he had made him
a Bithop. In his Journal of May 16, he writes thus,
s Your new Bifhop acls. very ungratefully. I cannot
fay fo bad of him as he deferves, I begged, by the
fame poft his warrant and mine went over, that he
would leave thole livings to my difpofal. 1 fhall write
this poft to him, to let himn know how il T rake it ®.

.

* Suift had afterwards caufe to complain farther of his ingratitude,
where he fays to him in & Jetter, datad 1733, * But trying t0 Forgcf
all former treatments, I came, like others, to your houfie, and fLince
you were a Bifhap, have once or wvice recommendeld perfons to you,
who were no relations er friends of mine, bat merely for their genes
tal good charaéter ; which availed fo litdle, that thole very perfons had
the greatel thare of your negled,”

SECTION
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SECTION 1V,

~ A'S the brighteft and moit important part of Swift'$
life palfed during the four laft years of Queen Annefe
when his faculties were all in. full vigour, and occm
fions for difplaying them arole adequate to their grcat:«-?‘
nefs ; 1 (hall omit no ctrcumftance which may ferve t
delineate the features and timbs of his mind, (if I maj'ﬂ‘?
be allowed the expreflion) before difeafe and age had
impaired the bloom of the one, and the frenpth andi-
agility of the other. To have a perfet portrait and
jult hikenefs of afriend, had we our choice of time
we [hould certainly prefer that period of his life, whet
he was in his prime, to that of his decay. There have
been already given many inftances of f{uch a noblenef§
ef mind, fuch a difinterefted fpirit in Swift, as. am
rarely to be found in the annals of hiftory, Yet th¥
part which he alled by his friend Oxford, about the
time of the Ql(,t‘n s death, exhibits thofe -qualities in a.
higher point of view than ever they had appeared in
before. It has been already mentioned, that, finding:
all his endeavours to reconcile his great friends ufelefs;
he had retired to I.etcomb, in order to make one efs
fort more to compel them to unite for their common
intereft, by the publication of his & Free Thoughts,™
&¢, Lord Bolingbroke, v whom this Pilece was
fhewn by Barber, contrived to have the printing of it
deferred, as he was then juft upon the point of accom-
plilbing his lobg cencerted plan, of turning out Lord
Oxford, and [’cc‘ppmo into his place. This was effeét-
ed juft four days before the Queen’s death, on the 25th
of July, 1714. One of Lord Bohingbroke’s firit ob
Je€ts, upon getting into power, was to fecure Swift to

his,
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his intereft.  ITe got Lady Malham to write to lim,
the moft prefling terms, on the 29ih, to return imme-
- diately to town. Al on the goth, be meant ro dii-
3 patchBarber to lijm, with letrers from himfelf and Lady
Matham for the {ame purpofe.  Which 1s thus relared
57 Barber, in his letrer of July 31, palb {ix at night.
% | am. heartily forry | fhould be the meflenger of fo 1l
news, as to tell you the Queen 1s dead or dying: if
ekive, “tis faid fhe can’t live 6ll morning. You may
ealily imagine the confufion we are ail in on this fad
occafion, 1 had fet out yelterday to waic on you, buc
o for this fad accident; and (hould have brovghr letters
“from Lord Bolingbroke, and Lady Mafbam, to have
prevented your going.—Eic fa:d twenty things in your
favour, and commanded me to bring you vp, whatever
was the confequence.” It was chiedy chrough the in-
fluence of Lady Mutham, who was then at the height
of favour with the Queen, and had opealy guarrelied
with the Trealurer, that he was turned out of his em-
ployment, and Bolingbroke appointed Minilter 1o his
toom, Nothing can fhew, 1n a fironger light, the
great confequence of Swift in all faze affuirs ar chat
time, than Lady Mafham’s letter to i on this vecans
fion. Which, on that account, I fhall here preient en-
:tire to the reader.

|
L

Iy
H
o

Lady Masnam to Dr. Swirr.

My good friend, July 20, 17714,
-« ] OWN it looks unkind in me, not to than® you
"~ all this time, for your Gncere kind letter; but I was 1e-
fo'lvtd to {ta }. "till T couid il yon, the Queen had {o
"l'ar got the better of the * Dragon, as to take her
_power out of }1!5 hands.  Ile has been the moft un=

* A nick-nzme for Loed Godmd.

: L orate{ud
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grateful man to her, and to all his beft friends, that

P

ever was born. I cannot have fo much time nowto -

write all my mind, becanfe my dear Mifltrefs is not
well; and I think 1 may lay her illnefs to the charge of
the Treafurer, who, for three weeks together, was tea-
fing and vexing her without intermiffion, and the could
not get rid of him till Tuefday laft, I muft put you
in mind of one paffage in your letter to me, which is,
I pray God to fend you wife end faithful friends to advife
you at this time, when there arve fo great difficulties te
fruggle with, That is very plain and true; therefore
will you, who have gone through fo much, and taken

more pains than any body, and given wife advice (if

that wretched man had had (enfe enough, and honefty
to have taken it) I fay, will youleave us, and go into
Ireland # Wo, itis impoflible ; your goodnefs is itill the
fame, your charity and compafiion for this poor ® Lady,
wio has been barbaroully ufed, won’t et youdo it [
know vou take delight to help the diftrefied ; "and shere
cannot be a greater object than this good Lady, who
deferves pity. D'ray, dear friend, ftay here, and don't
believe us all alike, to throw away good advice, and

defpife every body’s underftanding but their own, I’

could fay a great deal upon the fubjed, bur I muft go
to her, for fhe is not well. This comes to you by a.
fafc hand, {o that neither of us need be in any pain
about 1t

¢« My Lord and brother are in the country., My fiftes

and girls are at your fervice.”.

So warm and prefling a leteer, from one who made,
and unmade Minifters, (for it was to her Lord Oxford
owed his advancement, as well ashis difgrace) intreating,
nay,in a manner imploring himtocome and be their chief
Counfellor and Director, in their new plan of Admini-

® 'I'he Queen.

ftration;
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ftration; might have opened the moft inviting pros
Ipe&s to Swift, of gratifying his utmoft ambition with
regard to his own Intercits; and at the {ame time, of

- accomplithing the -plan which he had invariably pur-

fued, with refpeét to thofe of the public.  But to a man
of his delicate fenfe of honour, there was an infuper-
sbie bar in the way to prevent his embracing fo (atter-

- ng an offer.  He had two days before received the fol-

lowing letter from Lord Oxford, upon his lofing the

- Staff,

The Earl of Oxrorn to Dr. Swrer.

-« JF I tell my dear friend the value I put upen his
undeferved friendfhip, it will look Lke f{ulpecting you
ormyfelf. Though [ have had no power {ince the
twenty-fifth of July 1713, I believe now, as a private
fman, [ may prevail to renew your licence of abfence,
eonditionally you will be prefent with me; for to-mor-
row moraing I thall be a private perfon.  'When 1 have
fertled my domeftic alfairs here, I go to Wimple;

Ef“;;.,th'ence, alone, to Herefordthire. If I have not tired
" you #tde o téte, fhing away fo much time upon cne, who

loves you. And I believe, in the mafs of {ouls, ours

- were placed near each other. I fend you an imitauon
. of Dryden, as I went o Kenlingron,

To ferve with love,
And fhed your blood,
Approvd is above :
But here below,
Th' examples thew,
"T'is fatal to be good,

In thefe two letters, there were two roads opened to
Swift. Qne, leading to preferment, power, and all that
L2 bis
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*his moft ambitious hopes could afpire after. ‘T'he other,
to the melancholy cell of a difzraced Miniller, abad-
doned by an ungrateful world,  Where he might have
the {atsfaltion of afording him in his diffrefs, that fo-
vercign balm of confolation, which can only be admi-
niftered by a fincere friend, Swift helicated not a mo-
ment in his choice of the alternative, as may be feen by
his letter to Mifs Vanhowrigh, written foon afttr-'h_‘is__;'-‘
‘receipt of the other two. -

Dr. Swirt to Mifs VanuoMmrIcH.

« Who told you [ was going to Bath? No fuch thing
But poor Lord Oxford defires 1 will go with him to
Herefordfhire ; and Lonly expeft his anfwer, whether
I thall po there before, or meet him hereabouts, or go
to Wimple, {his {on’s houle} and fo with him down:
-and [ expeét to leave this place in two or three days, .
one way or other. I wall ftay with him “dlt the Parlia
ment weets again, if he defires it. I am written to
carneltly by {omebody, to come 1o town, and join with
thofe people now in power; but I will noc do it Sayig
nothing of this, bur guefs the perfon. 1 told Lerd
Oxford I would go with him when he was ont; and now
‘he begs it of me, [cannot refufe him. I meddle not
with his faults, as he was Minifter of Siate; but you
know his perfonal kindnefs to me was excefliver He
diftinguilhed and chofe me, ahove all other men, while
he was grear, and his lerter to me, the other day, was’
the moft moving imaginable,” &, *

R S R S Lo S AT
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* This refdntion of $wift’s Is fully confirmed in alciter to Arche
descon Wall, dated Bugut 8, r7rg. < Upen the Earl of Oxford’s
romeaval, he defived T woukd go with him inte Herefordihize, which I
Ceontienoed ta, el surcje v ruerd of fe, defiiing you would renew my .
eence of abivnve at the cad of this sueuth, for © thigk it then exs
' : piteis -
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" There'is one expreffion in Lord Oxford’s letter, which
" js indeed very affedting, where be fays, <[ go to
" Wimple, thence alore to Herefordihire.” What! this
- great Minifter, who had conferred fo many obligations,
' and madc the fortunes of fuch numbers, notto find one
- companion to attend him in his revetfe of fortune! Me-
. ‘thinks I fee Swift reading this paflage, and exclaiming,
. ®What, alone! No, while I exift, my friend fhall not
go glone into Herefordthire.”

This condut was the more noble in Swift, as during
the-whole courfe of their intimacy, he never reccived
one perfonal favour from the Adniffer, though weated
with the moft unreferved kindnels by the men.  Nay,
-whether it were owing to his procraltinating temper,
or, as Swifr calls it in aaother place, his unmeatvrable
public thrift, he had negleéted to procure for him an
order for a thoufand pound on the Treatury, to pay the
debt contracted by him upon his introduction to the
Deanery, which was all the reward Swilt ever atked for
his fervices +. And there is realon to believe, from a

pafluge in 2 letter of Dr. Arbuthnot to him, dated July
" 14, that Swift was diftreffed for money at that timye, on

. pires.  Thud carneft inviiations from thefe in power to go to town,
and allift them in cheir new Mantfiry, wilch 1 refvlved to exeole; but
before I could write, news came of the (Queen’s death, and 2l our
fchemes broke o fharters.”

+ Nethiag can fhew mare the ftrong defire which Lord Bolinghrcke
had tu attach Seitc to his interell upon his gettdng inte power, than
his taking care, during his fhort Miniftry of three days only, to have
an order firned by the Queen on the "Freafury, tw pay thar fom to
Swift, though by dwer fadden death be reaped no advantage from it,
Ir appears, (hat Swift had this order in his poffvflion when he vilited

" Londen iu the year 1726 fur he fiys, i aletter to Dr. Sheridan,
_#+ Tell the Archdeacon thut 1 never afhed fur my thouland pands,

*‘which he hears T have got, thoueh 1 mentioned it to the Tiincels the
128t time 1 faw her; but I bid v tell Walpole, 1 fearned to alk kim

Cfor it

| account
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account of that negle€t.  The paffage is this, ¢ Denat .-
think I mnake you a bare complimenr in what J am gaa
ing to fay, for 1 can alfure you l an in earnett. Tam °
in hopes to have two hundred pounds before I go oy -
of town, and you may command all, or any part of
it you pleafe, as long as you haveé occalion forit,”" And
in the fame lecter tt appeers, that the Doctor had been
defired by Swift to apply to Lord Bolingbroke for ffty
pounds due to him from that Lord, where he fays, Ay
to the fifty pounds, he (Lord Bolingbroke) was ready
to pay 1t, and if he had had it abour him, would haveg
given it to me.”  But ir is highly probable, from the
great delicacy of Swift’s feutiments, that this very cir-
cumftance of his lying under no obligatien to Lord
Cxford, was what rendered his attachment to him the
firenger, as it mule proceed wholly from pure difintes
refled fiiendibip.  Thac thus was his way of thinking,
may be ken {ronr feveral of his lecters. [ tizt of
July v, 1704, on his retiring to Letcombe, he thug
exprefles himielf,

To Lord Treasurer OQxrorp.

My Lord,

WHEN I was with you, 1 have {aid more than once,
that [ would never allow quality or flation made any
real difference between men,  Being now abfent and
forgotten, I have chauged my mind: you have a thou-
fand people who can pretend they love you, with as
much appearance of fincerity as [ {0 that, according
to common juflice, | can have bur a thoufandth pare i
return of what [ give, And this difference is wholly
owing to your ftation. And the misfortune 1s Ul the
greaicr, becavfe Toved you fo much the lefs for your
fation s for, in your public capacity, you have often

| - apgered
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angered me to the heart; * but as a private man, never
ohice.  So that, if I only look towards myfelf, I could
with you a private man to-morrow: for I have nothing
to afk; at Jeatt nothing that you will give, which is
-the fame thing: and then you would fee, whether T
Joould not with much more wzﬂmgwgf: attend you in a ve-
direment, whencver you pleafe to give me leave, than
ever 1 did ac London or Windfor +.  From thele fen-
timents, I will never write to you, if 1 can help ir,
‘otherwife than as to a private man, or allow inyfelf to
bave been obliged by you in any other capacity, &ir.
And in one, many years after, dated Olteber 11,
1722, expoftulating with him in a fifendly manner on
his long filence, he favs, “1 never courted your ace
guaintance when you governed Europe, but you court-
edmine; and now you neglet me, when I ule all my
infinuations to keep myﬁlf in your memory. T am very
fenfible, that next to your receiving thanks and com-
pliments, there is nothing you more hate than wnting
Jetters: but fince [ never gave you thacks, nor made
you compliments, I have fo much more merit than any
* In the feveral accounts given of Lord Oxford by Swift in dif rent
parts of his writing, thete {esins to be fomething conttadiiory ; 2s
infome places he extols him to the fkies, and in others, Linputes great
weuknels and faalts o him.  Buc this ariles from tae view he gives of
him in two different charafter:. As a poblic Mieifler, he repiefints
bim to have been one of the wifklt, .\bLA, and the picil ifiatereited
that ever lived; and he confrms ..hl‘.: charelive by enwmerating tae
many great fervices he had done to the thate, with:ct reaping tie
lealt advartage to himfelf, but rather injuring bis private fortune, At
the fame time be fhews that he was wtterly anguel fied to be the Teader
of a party, or to manige the private intriguaes of a Court; in which
1efpells, partdly from his nataral ditpofition, and pastly droogh waar
of true policy, he commicted numberfels errorsy to which Swift alludes
here, where he fays, < Tn your public capacity you have often angered
.we to the heart; but as a private man, never onee,”
+ Lord Oxford had tao foon reafon to put iis declaraiion pf Swild’s
@ the teft, apd found it nobly an{wered. :

1. 4 Qf
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of thofe thoufands, whom you have Jefs obliged, by,
only making tieir fortunes, without taxing them into",
veur friendfhip, as you did me; whom you always *
countenanced 11 100 public and particular a mManner, o
be forpotten either by the world or myfelf,” The me-
tit of Swift, in thus adbering to his friend ar this june. .
Liure, was the more extraordinary, becaufe he not only ¢
factifived to it all regard o his owp, intereft, bur thag..
of the public allo. It appears, that the Queen in the .
lafi fix wonths of her lire, had changed her whote fyftem -
with regard to parties, and came entirely round to thag,
which had been the great objet of all Swifi'’s polditicks,
by nuking a general fweep of the Wihigs from al] their
emibloyments, both Civil and I\fIi]iLary: and the only
abttacles thrown in the way were by Lord Oxford ; whe .
from private motives of his own, et forth by Swift ar-
large in his Enquiry, e * refuful to fall nto the
‘meaiure;  and notwithilanding every efore ufed by -
Swife, continued inflexible in his refolution, He might
ticcciure have had the ftrongeft plea, frong motives of
a {upaiier sature, his duty to the publick, for deferting
him on this occalion, and Joining all his otier fiiends
@ premoting his favourite plan, fo effentizlly neceflary
to the fupport of the common caufe, Nor could he
bave been Hable to the leaft cenlure, or reproach for
tuch ronduét.  Bue hig high notions of fricncfhiy, and
delfizets dvale of honour, out-weighed all other conf-
duruattons,  and wauld noe et him hefitase o moment
vhat pac he hould take,

1T 2ppeary, in the courfe of the Journal, that there.
gress up butween the Lord Treaiurer and Switt, 1 my-
wl fricndip of the moft cordinl amd purelt kind,  He
wentions diving with bim, fometimes four, fometimes
fve and fix days togethery and if he chanced to ablent
e Fido Eaquiry ino the bohuvionr of he Gueen’s Jat MiniRers.

hiinfelf
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. himfelf two fuccefive days, he was fure of 2 friendly chi-
Cdifg for.it. - He feems to have been adopted into the
'."j,_'t-\]aﬂey family, and confidered on the footing of 2 near
£ taiai_tiori; As an inftance of this, he fays, in his Journal
. ofMarch 1713, I have now dined fix days fucceflively
~with Lord Treafurer, He had invited a good many of
- h’is'n;latiohs-, and, of a dozen at table, they were all of
g Harley family bur myfelf.”  Tle was of all his pi-
~ yate parties, and conftantly accompanied him in his vifits
© go:Windfor, In fhort, Lord Oxford never feemed to
“-hate any enjoyment in which he was not a partaker,
. \When we confider, that he had found in one and the
% r1[3:‘\"(: man, the clearelt and ableft kead wo nw(, advice ;
i« the'moflt open and candid heart in communicating hls
. demtiments upon all occalions, without the fmalleft selfifly
yiéw 4 Joined to the moft uncommon talents to ’uPport
~ hisdnterefts, and the moft ardent zeal to promote them,
- e necd not wonder that the Minifter thould ule his belt
© godegvours to attach fuch a man clofely to him. But
when in the fame perfon he found the moft delightful
_gompanion, pofleffed of an inexhavftible fund of the moft
" original vein of wit and hunsour, for which he had a per-
felt telith; and whe could at times defeend o the fega-
setie, and all the {portive plays of fancy, in the unre-
ftrained hour of focial mirth and good humour, of which
it appears Lord Oxford was equally fond; we need nor
wonder that an okd Ceurtter, hackneyed in the ways of
- men, who perhaps had never found any of thefe qualitics,
“in an equal degree, 10 any other mortal, fhould talie him
- .t his bufom, and at once beftow his whole ftock of
- friendthip upen a fubject fo worthy of it,  Anl indeed
.. it does not, appear, that out of his own family, there was
any other perfon to whom he fhewed niuch attachmient,
~pr whofe friendfhip he cultivated to any great degree.
-This ciccumitance Swift has wuched upon in drawing
his

o
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his chara&er, and confiders it as a blamelefs part of it, :
where he fays, © It may be likewile faid of him, that he
certainly did net value, or did not underftand the ast. of
acquiring friends 3 having made very few during the time
of his power, and conrratted a pgreat number of enge

mies.”’

On the other hand, Lord Oxford, in his private capa.
city, fzems to have poffefled a great number of qualities, -
which were the moft likely to endear him to Swift, and -
feccure him the firft place in his fricndfhip. By whom -
he is reprefented as a perfon of great virtue, abounding
in good nature and goed humour.  As a great favourer
of men of wit and learning, particularly the former,
whom he carcfled, without diftinétion of party, and could
not endure to think that any of them fhould be his ene-
mies. He fays farther of him, ¢ lde had the preateft ..
variety of knowledge that T have any where met; wasa
perfect mafter of the learned languages, and well fkilled
in divinity. He had a prodigious memory, and a moft
exact judgment.  He was utterly a firanger to fear, and
confequently had 2 prefence of mind upon all emergens”
cies.  His liberality, and contempt of moncy, were fuch,
that he almoft ruined his eftate while he was in employ-
ment ; yet his avarice for the publick was fo great, that
it neither confifted with the prefene corruptions of the
age, nor the circumfBances of the time.  He was affable
and courteous, extremely eafy and agreeable in converfi-
tion, and altogether difengaged 5 regular in his life, with
great appearance of plety; nor cver guilry of any cxpref-
fions, which could poflibly tend to what was indecent ot
proplane.”  Such a charadter, even In private life, could
not fail of attraéling Switt’s regard 5 bor when thefe qua-
lities, fo congenial with his own, were found united in a
man of the higheit ftation in this country, and one of the
moft confiderable perfonages of his time in the eyes of all

Eyrope;
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Furope y when fuch a man, contrary to the ufual bent of
his nature, eagerly embraced every opportunity of ingra-
tigting himfelf with Sw.ft, and foliciting his frlendﬂllp
vpon his own terms, that of a perfect equality; itis no
wonder if thefe rare qualities were much ¢nhanced in their
value by fuch circumftances : or that Swift, after repeated
proofs of his fincerity, {liould make lim a {uitable return,
and give him the frlt place in his friendfhip *. Bur
though he jultly flood the foremoft in this rank, yet were
there many others who [hared 1t wich h1m in different pro-
portions.  The large heart of Swiit had an inexhauftible
fund of benevolence, to be apportioned out to the fe-
veral claimants according to thelr fuveral degrees of me-
rit. Among thole who vied with Lord Oxford for the
pofleflion of his friendihip, no one fecms to have been
mote afiduous, than the {econd man in the fate,
though perhaps, in point of abilites, the Arft in Furope,
Lord Bolingbroke,  But though Swift helki his alents in
the higheft admiration, and made {uitable veturns for all
his perfonal kindnefs and attention to him, yet ke never
feems to have had that cordial regard for him tlhat he
fhewed for Lord Oxford, The excellence of whofe mo-
ral character, cftablifhed that confidence in him, which
15 fo neceffary 10 a firm friendihip 3 while a nororious de-
ficiency in the other, with regard 1o fome points, created
a doubt of his principles with refpect w all.  And fymp-
toms of this doubt have broken out from Swift more than
en one occalion, with regard to his fincerity, though

% That this was the cafe, may be {feen by a pallige In a letter of
gwift's 1w Lord Osford, the {on, many yvars «fter the Treafurer’s
death, dated June 1747, where he fays, << I loved my Loid, your
father, better than any other man in the werld 3 although I had no
cbligation to him on the {core of preforment, huving been driven w
this wretched kingdom, o which 1 wrs almoft a dtranger, by his
want of power to keep me, in what § ourh: to call my own country,
although T happened to be dropt here, and was a year old before [
Jeft is, ™
' 2 there
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there are good reafons to believe: his fufpicions were uns
juit, as his attachment to him continued equally firong :
to the very laft, and his friend%ip for him glows with
uncommon ardour throughour his whole epl[’colar}r corref-
pondence, in the decline of life, when there could have
been no ufe for diffimulation,  The zcal which he thewed
for Swift's fervice, may be eftimated by the following.
note which he fent him, at the time that the affair of his® =
promotion was depending, ¢ Though [ have not feen -
you, I did not fail to write to Lord Trealuter.  Nex taa ‘J
res agiter *, dear Jonathan; it is the Treafurer’s cauley
it is my caufe; ’tis every man’s caule, who is imbarked
on our botrom, Depend upon it, that I will never neg-
le@ any opportunity of fhewing that true clteemy tha:
fincere affection, and honedt fr‘tndﬂ‘llp for you, which
Gils the breaft of your faithtul fervant, Dourverroke”?
But the light in which he confidered Lerd Boling-
broke, will belt appear from his own account of him, in
a Piece written in the year 1715, entidded, ¢ An Enquiry
into the Behaviour of the Queen’s faft Miniftry,” &,
¢ 1t happens to very few men, i any age oF country, @
come into the world with {u many advantages of nature
and forturne, as the late Secretary Bolingbroke @ defcend-
ed from the befl familics in England, heir to a great pa-
trimonial eftate, of a found conftitution, and a moeft
graceful, amiable perfon.  But all thefe, had they been
of equal value, were infinitely inferior in degree to the
accomplithments of his mind, which was adorned with
the choicelt aifts, that God hath yet thought {it to be-
ftow on the children of men: a flrong memory, a clear
judgmear, a vaft range of wit and fascy, a thorough
comprehenlion, an invinzible cloquence, with a moft a-
greeable elocution, Fie had well cultivated 2l thefeta-
lents-by travel and ftudy 5 the lutter of which he feldom

A R N L P -
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. -omited, evenin the mid{t of his pleafures, of which he had

“indekd been too preat and criminal a purfuer.  For, altho®
he was perfuaded 1o leave off intemperance in wine, which
- +he did for fome time to fuch a degree, that he eemed

~rather abftemious ; yet he was {aid to allow himfelf other
liberties, which can by no means be reconciled 1o religion
.ot morals, whereof, 1 have reafon to belicve, he began
10 be fenfible.  But he was fond of mixing pleafure and
‘bufinefs, and of being efteemed excellent at both; upon
‘which account he had a great refpeét for the characters of
- Alcibiades and Petronius, efpecially the latter, whom he
would be gladly thought to refemble,” *

But an Alcibiades, or a Petronius, was not likely to
be the bofom friend of a Swift, however he might admire
his talents, or delight in his focicty, as a ‘compation,
In his political charaétcr wdecd, Swift was very clofly
connelted with him, as Lord Bolingbroke adopted all
his ideas, and fircnuoufly fupported the meafures he pro-
" pofed: and that they were not purfued, Swift lays the
whole blame, in many places, on his friend Oxford, en-
tirely acquitting Lord Bolingbroke of being in the wiong,
dn any of the differences fublitting between them on that
feore,  In his Brit letrer to Lord Bolingbroke, after the
‘Queen’s death, dated Auzul 7, 1714, he flays, < §will
fwear for no man’s fincerity, much s that of a Minifter
of State 1 but thus much ! have fuid, wherever it was pro-

* The fame charafier is given of him, in n meore compendioas way,
inhis Journal, Novanber, 3, 1765, ¢ I think Mr, Sceretary St Jolin
the greatwft yaung man 1 ever knew : wit, capacity, beanty, quick-

“mefs of sporchenficn, good leaniug, snd an creetlent tafte; the bet
prator in the Houl of Uanmons, admimble converdation, gm.d Hi-
-ture, and pood manpers 3 cenerovs, and a defpifer of money, Ly
conly fault is, taiking to iis {riends in way of complaiat of too great
load of bufinei:, which Joohs u litile Blke affeation 5 and he endea-
"yours <08 much to mix the fing peaiizmim, and the man of pleafure,
with the man ¢f Wilinefs.  Hhar tuih and Jincority pe may bowe, Iénao
T )

per,
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per, that your Lordthip’s propofals were always the fatreft %
in the world, and I faithfully delivered them as I'was
cmpowcred and although 1 am no very fkilful man at | 4
mmgue, yet [ durft forfeit my head, that if the cafe were |
mine, I could cither have agreed with you, or put you ~
dans witre tort ¥, ,

We have dlru.dy feen in his Pamphlet of Free %gaggm,f :
&c. intended to be puoblifhed before the death of the
Queen, that he throws the whole blame of the defperate .
ftate to which affuirs were brought at that time, on the
TLord Treafurer. -

After Lord Oxford, the perfons among the Great, whe -
feemed to have had the principal fhare of his affection,
were [ord Peterborough, and the Duke of Ormond, tp
which he had the ampleft returns from bath, Of the
great degree of mutual friendfhip which fublitted becween
the former and him, among many other proofs, the fol-
lowing thort abitract from his Journal, affords a ftriking
jniiance,

Janvary 10, ryrz-13, * At feven this cvening, as we
far aftzr dinner at Lord Vreafurer’s, a fervane faid, Lord
Peterborough was at the door. Lord Treafurer and
Lord Bolingbroke went out to meet him, and brought
him in. He was juft returned from abroad, where he
has been above 2 year.  As foon as he {aw me, he left
the Dulte of Ormond, and other Lords, and ran and
kiffed me before he fpoke to them ; but chid me terribly
for not wiitine to him, which [ never did this laft tume
he was abroad, not knowing where he was, and he
changed places 1o often, it was impoilible a letter fhould
overtake him, | do love the Imng dog dearly.” The
carcumftance of Lord Peterborough’s breaking from the
Duke of Grmond, and the other Lords, te ¢mbrace
Swiit firlt, fhews the warmth of his affeétion, which

* In the wrong.
could
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eould make him forget all rules of decorum on the ocea-
fons and Swift’s homely expreffion of <€ Joving rhe hang-
K4 dearly,” fhews more clearly, than the choiceft phrafes
> tould, . that fondne(s in friendfhip, which nothing but the
" moft intimate familiarity can excite *,
. As to the Duke of Urmond, he always fpeaks of him
‘with that tendernefs, which only the warmeft affc@ion
can infpire ; and it appears, that he was equally beloved
by the Duke, and had more influence with him than any
man living. Belde thefe, he lived in the greateft inti-
‘macy with almoft all the diftinguithed men of rank at
that time ; among which numbcer were, the Duke of Ha-
milton, Lord Keeper Iarcourt, Lord Pembroke, Lord
Rivers, Lord Bathurft, Lord Carteret, Lord Lan{down,
Sir Thomas Hanmer (Speaker), Sir Willlam Wyndham,
and many others.  Nor were his fiiendfhips confined only
to the Great, all men of penius he looked apon, and
treated as his brethren.  Of this number, were Addifon,
‘Congreve, Arbuthnot, Prior, Pope, Gay, Parnell, Garth,
Berkeley, and others of inferior note. To promote whofe
_interefts, he chicfly ufed the influence he had with the
Great, -to the utter neclect of his own, 2nd to raife whofe
charalter and reputation in the world, he ufed all the
means which his own high credit gave him.  And he had
ftill a fufficient ftock of amity for feveral in the more pri-
vate walks of life, whom bhe {clefted as the companions
“of his difengaged hours, on account of their good fenfe,
imtegrity, and complaifance of behaviour. Among the
foremoft of thele, were, Lewis, Ford, Sir Andrew
Fountaine, Bifhop Aterbury, Dr. Freind, Celonel Dil-
ney, Captain Charlton, Domville, and many others ; all
men of excellent charaéters,  Addid to thefe, there was

. ® Swift, in aformer past of hi: Journal, OQoher 18, 1711, had
fiid of Loid Peterboreugh, < He has abundance of excellent gualities,
end we love one another mighuly.”

. acon-
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a confiderable number i an humbler {phere, whofe fold

patron he was, and for whom he made ample prowﬁ{m, :
merely on account of their merit or diftr efs, without be.s’
ing influenced by ties of confanguinity, or partial recomei

menclations, ;

His behaviour to thefe different claffes, fhewed an une
comunon greatnefs of foul.  He frudioufly cultivated the:

acquaintance of all men of genius, whom he treated with
a brotherly affeltion ; and never let them feel the fuperis.
ority which bis right of elderfhip gave him over them,
but, on the contrary, either endeavoured to raife them

to his own height, or placed himfelf on a level with’

them. : {

With Dis friends in private life, he was ealy, familiry
indulgent, and kind. -

Such as were under his protection, ncver fck the
weicht of dependence.  There was no occafion for dan-
cing attendance, or frequent importunities, he always had
them in mind, and {erved them the inftant it was in his
power: nor did he exped&t any rpeturns for his favours,
though he was pleafed when he fuw marks of a gratefu’l
mind. o

But to all men of rank and ftation, he afferted thz:
soble Independence of ipirit which becomes the free-born
mind.  He made no allowance for the cafual {uperiority,
which birth, or fortune, or human inftitutions had given
them, but valued them in proportion only ro that higher
nobility of foul desived from God and nature, He had
long beheld with indignation the mean condefcenfions and
homage paid by men of genius, to {toundrels in power,
ail titled {fools, and was determined to afford a ftriking
example in himfelf of a contrary condudt, by reclaiming
the rights due to fuperiority of talents, over thole of birth

or fortune. In onc of his Tatlers, he fays, **Jf thofe

who poflels great endowments of the mind, would [eta

juft
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3uft value oh themlelves; they would think no man’s acs
. quamr.mce whatfoever a condefeenfion, nor aceept it from
‘the greatelt, upon unworthy or ignominious terms.’
- But Svnft was not content with this negative virtue, of
zot feeking their acquaintance upon improper terms, but
refolved to difpute their right to that fuperiority over his
brethren, which they had fo long poffefled, and put in
bis claim to receive that horidge from them, which had
always been paid them by others,  Accordingly he laid
. jt down as a rule, that he never would fulicir the acquain-
.. sance of ary man, le: his gualiry or ftation be whar it
. wmould 5 but thac all who were defirous ¢f the honour of
" being ranked among the number of his friends; thould
make the firlt advances to him, Of this we have a re.
markable inftance in bis Journaly; May 19, 1711, « Mr,
Becretary told me, the Duke of Buckingham had been
talking much to him about me, and defired niy acquain.
fance, I anfwered, it could not be, for he had not made
“fuflicient advances. Then the Dulke of Shrewfbury faid,
~he thought that Duke was not vled to make advances,

I faid, I could not help that: for I always expeéted ad-
¥ances in propottion to men’s quality, ahd more from a
Puke than any other man.  The Duke replied, that he
id not mean any thing of his quality, which was hand-
- Jomely faid enough, for he meant his pride.””  In another
. iplace, July 29, 1711, he fays, 1 was at Court and
Church to-day, as 1 was this day fe’nnight s I generally
? Am acquainted with about thirty in the drawing-room,
. and I am fo proud I make ali the Lords come up to me.”
Nor was shis rule confined to the men onlyy he de--
manded and received the fame homage from the vainer
- fex.alfo, in order to render the empire of genius and ta-
lents unjverfal. In Lis Journal, October 7, 1711, he
- has this paffage. I faw Lord Halifax. at Court, and
we joined and calked, and the Duchefs of Shrewfbury
| M came
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came up and reproached me for not dining with her:
I fuid, that was not {o foon done, for I expeéled more
advances from Ladics, efpecially Ducheffes: the pro-
miled to comply with any demands ] pleafed; and [
agreed to dine with her to-morrow, &F¢.  Lady Ogle- .
thoyp brought me and the Duchels of Hamilton toge-.
ther to-day in the drawing-room, and I have given het:
fome encouragement, bur not much.” Ia a letterto
‘the Duchels of Queenfbury, many years after he {ays,
I am glad you know your duty; for it has been a
known and ettablifhed rule above twenty years in Eng- -
land, thatthe firft advances have been conftantly made
me by all Ladies, who aipired to my acquaintance, and .
the greater their quality, the greater were their ads
~vances,”  Nor was it for himfelf only that he demanded
this privilege, bur as far as lay in his power, would
have it extended to all his brethren, When Lord Ox-
ford had defired Swift ro introduce Dr. Parnell to him, -
he refoled to do i, upen this pricciple, that a manof
genius was a charatter fuperior to that of a Lord in high
itation, and cherefore obliged my Lord to introduce
‘himfelf: which he did in the moft courteous manner.'
>n which occalion Swift in bis Journal boaltingly fays,
< T value wyfelf upon making the Miniltry defire
“be '1anaiufed with T'aroell, and not Parpell with the -
Miniftry.”  His contemporary aothors all received the.
‘benelit of this, and by following his example, in pla-
cing a proper value an themfelves, were treated with,
more refpect than ever fell to the fhare of their prcde-
ceilors, or thofe who have [ince fucceeded them. Dope
acknowledges his obligation to him on this fcore, where
he fays,  The top pleafure of my life is one [ learaed
from von, both how to gain, and how to ufe the free
dem of friendthip with men much my fuperiors,”.

} Nolﬁhing'



jbrowne
Rectangle


DOCTOR SWIFT. 163

Not'qmg but the extr 10r(11nary talents of Swift, and
. tincammon degree of meritin a variery of ways; could
 poilibly have made the great ones of the world defecend
fo far from their pride, as to admit this new claim,
-#fid pay him that homage which they had always con-
" fidered as due oaly to themfelves,  And indeed he
feems to have been looked up to by all the werld, as
one of a fuperior race of brmg;n, or, like the Pheenix,
gs one who formed a clafs 1 the individual, ftanding
alone, without a rival or competitor *.  And though
_ éacompafled by a clufler of the brightelt geniufes, that
- this Ifland ever produced at any given ®ra, yer he ftood
- ®itinguithed in the circle, and as the acknowledged
monarch of wit, received the voluntary homage of hig
. Peers, And indeed among all thar clafs of eminent
- Writers, generally not the moft humble of the human
~ face, there was not one found vain enough to difpure
- his title, and all on different occafions have borae tefti-
many to the {uperiority of his genius,  Of which many
- dnftances may be produced, both in their works, and
3’”1:1 the conrfle of letters which paffed berween them.
- Having raifed himfell to this high rank among men,
merely by his perfonal merit, he took care to guard it
* avith the fame jealous attention, that a Monarch hews

. % A letter from Themas Harley, Efg; to Swift, begins thus,

- # Your Jetter gave me a great deal of pleafure: I do not mean only the
' fatisfaftion one muit lways find in hearing from {o good a friend, who

;":i:a diflinguithed himfelf in the world, and firied a new charaider,

" which nobody is wain enongh to prevend to imitatey buty $Fei—

- And the Barl of Strafford, one of the proudeft men of the age, 2d-

- dpefes him in this manner,

S1IR,
- ¢ To honour, aud cleem, and adnire you, is general to all that
3 inow or have heard of you; bur to be pleafed with your COmMMANS,
‘and glad and diligent to cbey them, is peculiar to your true friends ;
of which pumber I am very defitous to be reckoned.”

" M 2 O]
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to the prefervation of his prerogative. The leaft fight
fhewn him, or any unbecoming treatment of him, was
not to be pardoned without a due fubmifiton from the
perfon fo offending, We have already feen that he res
fufed to be reconciled to his friend Lord Oxford, upes
a quarrel of that nature, in which he confidered as an
infult, what was intended by the other as a favour, and
threatened to caft him off, if he did not make a proper
apology.

He broke off with Lady Giffard, one of his oldeft
acquaintances in life, on a fimilar account, and declared
he would never fee her 2gain, unlcfs the afked his par~
don. In his Journal of March 27, 1711, he gives the
following account of his refentment to Lord Landf-
down : ¢ Society-day you know. We were never mer-
rier nor better company, and did not part till after eles
ven. [ did not fummon Lord Landfdown: he and]
are fallen out. There was fomething in an Examiner
a fortnight ago, that he thought refleéted on the abufes
in his Office ; (he is Secretary at War) and he writ to
the Secretary, that he heard I had inferted that para--
graph. This I refented highly, that he fhould com~ .
plain of me, before he fpoke to me. I fent him a pepe
pering letter, and would not fummon him by a note, -
as 1 did the relt; nor ever will bave any thing to fay te
bim, 'till be begs my pardon.” Nay even with regard o
bis dear friend Addilon, merely on account of his fhew-
ing fome fufpicion of him, in a converfation relative
to Steele, his conduét was the fame; as may be feen in
the following pafiage of his Journal. ¢ I went to the
coffee-houfe, where I behaved myfelf coldly enough to.
Mr. Addifon, and fo came home to fcribble.  We dine
together to-morrow and next day, by invitation ; but I
hall alter my behaviour to ki, %l be begs my pardott,
or clfe we thall grow barc acquaintance,”

1fnd
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- Tfird an nawillingnefs to part with Swift at this pe-
¥iod of his life, without thewimg him in all the various
Nghts in which he then appeared. It is from his meri-
@hn height thar we are to judge of the fplendor and

sowerful influence of the fun; not from his feeble fer-

g ray, obfcured by mifts, or intercepted by clouds.
¥ee jt is in this laft (tate only, he has hitherto been re-
préfented to the world, in the fcveral memoirs publith-
ed of him, by thole who never faw him but in his de-
¢lize, and therefore have given a very unfair reprefenta-
“thon of the man. To judge of his real charatter, we
- iaft have recoutfe to the teftimony of fuch of his con-
tmporaties, as knew him in his more perfed ftate.

Frem the acceunts given by the former, the world in
general have been taught to confider him in the light
of a fevere, morofe, intradtable man, abounding in
fploen and ill-pature. And in this opinion they were
eohfirmed by the feverity of his fatyr in many of his
ﬁritings. But how will they be furprifed to find, that
By thofe who belt knew him at the zra I have been
fpeeking of, he was as much celebrated {or his good-
miture, as his wit! Of which, among a number of
ethers, [ (hall produce a few inftances, Mr. Addifon,
in one of his letters, has the following paffage. < |
know you have fo much zeal and pleafure, in doing
kind offices for chofe you wifh well to, that I hope you
reprefent the hardfhip of the cafe, in the ftrongelt co-
Jours that it can poflibly bear. However, as [ always
bonoured you for your good-parure, which is a very odd

"guality to celebrate in 2 man, who has talents fo much
more thining in the eyes of the world, I thould be glad
if 1 could any way concur with you, in putting a ftop
to what you fay is now in agitation.” And in another
place, I am fure a zealous friendly behaviour, dif-
nngmfhc; you as much, as your many more fhining ta-

M 3 lents;
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lents; and as T have received particular infances of ity
vou mult have a very bad opinion of me, if you do'nog
think T heartily love and relpeét you.” Lady Betty
Germaine, daughter of Lord Berkeley, who knew him
ghoroughly from her earlieft days, fays to him, in a verg
frank lerter, wherein fhe attacks him with a good deal
of {pirit on Lady Suffolk’s account—<* It is you ought
to be angry, aod never forgive her, becaufe you hava
been fo much in the wrong, as to condemn her with«
out thew of Jultice; and I wilh with all iny heart, asia
judgment upon you, that you had feen her as Ididy
when the news of your friend’s death * came; fog
though you are a proud perfon, yet give you devil your
due, you are a fincere, good-natured honelt one,” Buf
this quality of his was dilcoverable only on a nearer ac»
guaintance 3 for on this, as on all other occafions, he
was. al more paing to conceal his virtues, than othess
are v difpley chem; and to effect this, often pur on the
appearance of qualities direétly contrary to thofg he pofs
{effed, Qune of his intimates +, writcs thus to him,
£¢ You have an unlucky quality, whick expofles you e -
to the forwardnefs of thofe that love you; Jmean good
mature.  From which, though I did not always fufpelf yoy
grilty of it, I now pramife myfelf ap eafy parden.” s
Nor was his good nature merely of the common
kind; he had a tendernels of heart which made him
feel with enufual fenfibility the fufferings, misfortunes,
or lofs of friends, and [ympathize with them in their
afilidlions. Nor were thele feelinas afterwardg dimi-
nithed or blunted by years, “fill the faculties of his
mind were Impaired, and in a great degree they ouc-
fived even thofe; as may be feen in many 1nltances du~

¥ Mr. Gay. On whofe secount Swift had accufled Lady Suffolk, '
Chiverton Chariton, Czpizin of the Yeomen of the Guards.

ﬂ.ﬂ.g
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ring his latter correfpondence, vpen the death of any
of his old friends. In what agonies of mind does he
“give to Stella a diftvacted account of the ftabbing M.
Harley by Guifcard? March 1, 1711, O dear M. D,
'my heart is almoft broken. You will hear the ching
“before this comes to you; [ writ a full account of it
“this night to the Archbitbep of Dublin. I wasin a
forry way to write, but thought it might be proper to
fend a eruc account of the fa&, for you will hear a thou-
fand lying circumftances. *Tis of Mr. Harley's being
fiabbed this afternoon at three o’clock at a Commitice
of the Council. 1am in mortal pain for him. That
gefperate French villain, Marquis de Guifcard, {flabbed
Mr, Harley, Dray pardon my diftraltion. I now think
bf all his kindnefs to me.  The poor creature now lies
ftabbed in his bed, by a defperate French popilh vil-
Jain. Good night, and God preferve you both, and
plty me. | want jt.”

- His behaviour to the Duchefs of Hamilton, on the
tlnf(}rtunatc death of the Duke, killed in a duel by Lord
Mohun, affords a ftriking inftance of a warm flr:lm.cr
heart. He few to her the m{tant the news reached him, to
adminifter every afliftance and confolation in his power,
Of which take the following account in his Journaly
Novetaber 15, 1712. ¢ They have removed the poor
Duchels to a lodging in the neighbouthoad, where 1
have been with her two hours, -and am juft come-away.
g never faw 1o melancholy a fcene.  She has moved my
wery foul. 16th: I.thought to have finifhed this yefs
gerday, but was too much difturbed. 1 fenr a letrer
carly this morning to Lady Mafham, to beg her o
wite fome comforting words to the poor uchefs.
She has promifed me ro get the Queen to write to the
Duchefs kindly on this occafion ; and to-morrow [ will
beg Lord Treafurer to vifit and comfort her, 1 have

' ’ M 4 been
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been with her two hours again, and find her worfe,

Her violences not {o f’rcquent, but her melancholy more

formal and f{ettled.  Lady Qrkoey, her ilter-in law, i3 -
come to town on the occafion, and has beep ta fee her,

and behaved herfelf with great humanity,  They hava
been always very ill together; and the poor Duchefy

could not have patience when people told her 1 wens

ofren to Lady Orkney’s.  Bur I am refolved to make

them friends; for the Duchefs is now no more the obs

3¢& of envy, and mult learn humility from the feveref}

Mafter, Afigtion.”" Here we fee that not content with

what friendly offices he could do in his own perfon, he

jmmediately applies to higher powers, even to royalty

itfelf, to adminilter richer cordials to raife her ﬁnking

foul, and pour a more fovereign balm on her afflicted

fpirit.  And at the fame time forms a plan for her fus

ture eale and comfort, by cndeavourmg to make up 4

family breach.

The accounts he gives of the illnefs and death ofpoo:
Harrifon, for whom he had made fa pohle a provifion #,
are manifeltly the cffulions of a tender heart.  Febru-
ary 12, 1712, * I found aletter on my cable latt night,
to tell me that poor little Harrifon, the Queen’s Secre-
tary, that came lately from Utrecht with the Barriep
Treaty, was ill, and defired to fee me at night: but ic
was late, and [ could not go ‘dll to-day. [ went in
the morning and found him mighty ill, and got thirty
guineas for him from Lord Bolingbroke, and an or.
der for ane hundred poupds from the Treafury to be
paid him to-morrow ; and I} have got him removed to
](mghtfbndcrt for air. 13th. 1fent to fee how he did,
and he i5 exrremely ill; and 1 am very much aﬂii&td
for him, as he 1s my own creatyre in a very honourable

“ That of Queen’s Sf‘cn"rary at the Hague, a polt which Lo:d
Be. ﬂgbrom afterwards betewed on his own brother.

potty
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oft, and very worthy of it. His mother and fifter at-

" tend him, and he wants nothing. 14th. I took Parnell

shis morning, and we walked to. fee poor Harrifon,
I had the one hundred pounds in my pocket. [

s bold Parnel] 1 wwas afraid to knock at the door s my mind

mifgave me. 1 did knock, and his man in tears told me

- his mafter was dead an hour before, Think what grief

this is to me! 1 could not dine with Lord Treafurer,
hor any where elfe, but got a bit of meat rowards even-
ing. No lofs ever grieved me {o much: poor crea-
tgre! Pray God Almighty blefs you. Adieu. T fend

. this away to-night, and I am forry it mult go while I
. #m in fo much grief *.”

Indeed, during that whol¢ period, his breaft feems

. to have contained a perpetual {pring of the pureft be-

nevolence, always flowing, and always full: and the
chief delight of his life arofe from doing alts of hu-

manity, charity, generofity, and friendthip. Nor con-
" gent with what he could perform in that way himfelf,

his utmoft endeavours were ufed to diffufe the fame fpi-
Fit of benevolence Into all with whom he was connelt-
ed. He was the life and foul of that famous fociety of
fixteen, confifting of fome of the firlt men of the age,
in point of talents, rank, and virtue. To tie them
clofer to each other, he made them adopt the endear-
ing name of brothers; and to fpread the circle ftill
wider, the Ladics of the [everal members, called fif-

* Lotd Bolinghroke bears frong tefimony to this quality in Swift,
jnhis letter of March 17, 1719, '] have not thefe feveral yeurs
4afted fo fenbible a pieafure, as your Iettcn of the y6eh of January and
16thof February gave me; and T know enough of the rendernefi of your
beart, 1o be zflured, that the letter I am writing wiil produce much the
fame effet on you, I feel my own pleafure, and I fecl your's. The
wraelt reflection, and at the fame time the biteereft faryr, which can
be made on the prefent age, is this, that to think as you think, will
‘make 2 man pals for romantic. Sincerity, conflancy, semdirncf, are
parely to be found,’? '

o ters,
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ters, and even their children were nephews and nieces.
Happy were the envied few who {lood in this adapted
redationthip to Swift, and they never failed afterwards
boaltingly to ufe char title; as may be feen in feveral
of their letters.  Great was the canvafiing to be adinite
ted into that number; and the Duke of Ormond look-.
ed upon it as a high honour that he was elected a mems
ber, without any application on his part. < The end
of cur club (fays Swift) is to advance converfation and
friendfip, and to reward deferving perfons with our
interefl and recommendation. We take In none but
men of wit, or men of intesell; and if we go on as we
begin, no other club of the town will be woith talking
of.” T'o keep them [teady to thefe points, and to pre-
vent their degenerating into political meetings, Swift
early oppofed the admifion of Lord Treafurer and
Lord Keeper, who had been propofed, and they were
accordingly excluded ; but their fons were received in
their rooin. There are feveral inftances mentioned of
contribuiions raifed by them to relieve indigent merit,
which were diftributed by Swift *,

* Of this, among many others, take the following inftances, Jour-
nal, February rz, ayez2. *¢ 1 dined to-day with our focicty, the
givatelt dinuer I have ever feen. 1t was ar Jack Hill’s, the Gover-
wzr of Dunkirk, T gave an acconnt of fixty guineas I had colletted,
and am o give them away to two aathors to-morrow. And Lord Trea-
furer has promifed me one hundred pounds to reward fome others,
v3the T was to fee a poor Foet, one Blr. Disper, in a nally garret,
very ficlk, I gave him twenty puineas from 1aoid Bolinghioke, and
ditpaled the other fixty to two other zuthors, In that of March 30,
“ | wos numing fome time ago, to a ceriaiy perfon, aiother certain
perion, that wus very deferving, and poor, and fickly ; and the other,
that £rit certain perfon, pave me one hundied pounds to give the other.
The perfon who is ta have I, never faw the giver, n.r expeéts ane
foetning, nor has the leaft knowledge or imagination of it fo T be-
teve 3t will Be 2 very agreeable furprite 3 for | think it a hanlfome
poelontenough, 1 puid the roo 1. this eveming, and it was a great
darprite (o the saceiver,” :

He
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« He had fo far endeavoured to diffufe this fpirit of be-
pevokence among all his conneftions, that Lord Peter-

borough raillies him wpon ic thus in onc of his letrers,
-“ You were returning e to ages paft for fome exprel-
ﬁons in my letter. 1 find matter in yout’s to fend you as
far back as the golden age. How came you to frame
nl‘y{h_m, in the times we live in, to govern the world

by loye £

He did not fhew at that time any of that acrimony,
whlch he contracted afterwards from dlfappozntment, il
nefs, and 2 thoufand vexations multiplying on him, and
increaling with his ycars.  On the contrary, he feems by
his Journal and Letters to have bad an uncommon flow

of {pirits, and a cheerfuinefs of tempu‘ not eafily affected.
~Accordingly his company was eagerly fought after by all
‘who could get accefs to him; and his convetfation was
“the delight not only of thofe who had a relifh for wit and
hurnour, but of thofe who took pleafure in the unre-
{trained focial hour of good humour and mirth.  So that
he feems to have had every requifite that coull excite ac
once the admiration and love of his friends.  And indeed
po man ever poffefled both 1 a more eminent degree,
and that from a large group of characters, diftinguithed
Yor their rank, talenss and worth; fuch as are hardly to
be paralleled, as co-exiftent at the fame period, either
in the hiftory of our own country, or perhaps in that of
any other, It maft be allowed, that Swift was very for-
tunate to have lived at fuch a junéture, and that he was
judicious in his choice; but furely it is a proof of his ex-
traordinary merit, thar they were all united in the fame
fentiments towards him, however they differed among
gach other ; and that their attachment to him continued
invariably the fame ever after, not feeming to have fuf.
fered any diminution either from abfence, length of time,
or fofs of power. It is from the accounts of thole who
' 3 knew
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knew him intimately at that period, that we are to form

an idea of his real character, not from the reports or furs

mifes of others, or fuch as only faw him in his decline,

when little of his former felf remained. There have al-

ready becn many quotations given for that purpole; to

¢lofe his character, I fhall only add two more, from

two of his moft intimate friends; one from Dr. Arbuth-

not, a man as remarkable for the goodnefs of his heart;

as his fine talents ; the other from Pope. The firt is

part of a letter written foon after the Queen’s deach,

¢ Dear friend, the laft fentence of your lerter quite kills

me.  Never repeat that melancholy tender word, that
you will endeavour to forget me. I am fure I never can

forget you till 1 meet with {what is impoffiblc) another,

whofe converfation I can delight fo much in, as Dn

Swifc's, and yet that is the fmalleft thing 1 ought to va~
lue you for. That hearty fincere friendthip, that plain

and open ingenuity in all your commerce, i5 what I am

fure I can never find it another man. I fhall want often

a fanhful monitor, one that would vindicate me behind -
y back, and tell me my faules to my face. God knows
I write this with tears in my eyes.”

The other 1s in a letter from Pope to Lord Orrery,
where, {peaking of Swift, he fays, *© My fincere love for
this valuable, indeed incomparable man, will accompany
him through life, and purfue his memory, were I to lve
2 hundred lives, as many as his'works will live; which
are abfolutely original, unequalled, unexampled. His
humanity, his charity, his condefcenfion, his candour, ‘
are equal to his wit, and require as good and true a tafte
1o be equally valued.”

But Pope wrote this to 2 man who had no fuch true
taitz. Te one, who in all his remarks on Swifc’s life,
has endeavoured 'to depreciate the memory of that great
man, and place all his attions in the worft light. Nat

€Ghe
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gontent with attacking his private character, and often
with' the malice of an Iago (fo much worlfe indeed as be-
ing utterly unprovoked ) turning bis very viriue into pitch,
he has endeavoured to reduce his political one to the low-
“eftdine ; as may be feen in the following paffage *. « He
was elated with the appearance of enjoving minifterial
- confideace. He enjoyed the (hadow, the fubfance was
kept from him. He was employed, not trufted; and ac
the ame time that he imagined himfelf a fubtle diver,
who dexteroufly fhot down into the profoundeft regions
of politics, he was fuffered only to found the {hallows
neateft the thore, and was fcarce admitted o defcend be-
“Jow the froth at the top. Perhaps the deeper bottoms
‘were too muddy for his infpetion.” 1 dare fay his Lord-
~ thip, when he had finifhed this paragraph, looked it over
~ often with great felf-complacency, and admired it as a
beautiful and well turned peried. But unfortunately
* there was not one (yllable of truth in it, of which there
have been already fufficient proofs given, Yet as this
‘opinion, even upon {0 weak an authority, has, from the
geaeral {pirit of envy, been adopted by numbers; and
-~ as fome of the nobleft points of Swift’s charalter, depend
+  aupon the conflideration of the high rank which he then
~held in the political ftate, I {hall here adduce farther
proofs of his great importance, and fhew, that though
- He was without office or ranl, he was the man the moft
trufted, and the moft employed in all political and ftate
affairs, of any of that time.

We have already feen with what rapidity and eager-
nels, contrary to his ufwal procraftinating and referved
difpofition, Harley rulhed into his acquaintance, and be-

~ fought his friendlhip, That foon after their firt conver-
"+ [ing tagether, he told St. John he could keep nothing
from_ him, Swift had fo much the way of geuing into

® Lord Orrery's reinarks on the Life and Writings of Swift,
him

-
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him: ®,  That after a clofer intimacy, though the moft :
referved man alive, and the leaft apt to defpond, he con~ :
feffed, chat uttering his mind to Swift, gave him eale 4,
And that he continued ever after (o repofe this truft in
him, may be feen in a letter from Lewis in the year
1713, fuppoled by the world to be the moft confidential -
man with Lord Oxford, where he fays, « Fis mind has
been communicated niore freely to you than to any
other.” In two months after thelr firft acquaintance, he
was admitted of the Saturday’s private party, or Mini.
fter’s Cabinet Council, confifting of the Lord Keeper
Harcourt, the Earl Rivers, the Eari of Peterborough,
and Mr. Secretary St. John; where, after dinner, they
ufed to difcourfe, and fettle matters of great importance,
and Swift was always one of the number f. It has been
fhewn that he flood in an equal deoree of confidence with
Lord Bolingbroke : and no man living, no not of the
Miniftry, ftood fo high in the opinion of Lady Maftham,
the fecond greateft favourite of the Queen, and latterly
the firit 3 of which the moft unequivocal proofs have been
produced, in her thedding tears openly, upon the talk
of fending him to Ireland, and her lait carnelt lettef ta
him beforé the Queen’s death,  All the great officers of
ftate conne&ed with the Miniitry, followed their example
in paying him homage. Lord Keeper Harcourt told a
placeman of inferior rank, who had treated Swift with
fome incivility, to take care of what he did, for the
Dotor was not only the favourite of all the Miniftry, bue
their Governor alfo.  We have feen that Lord Rivers
told the printers, for whom Swift had demanded {everal
places in his department of confiderable vaine, that the
Doltor commanded, and he muifl abey. We find too,
that when any of the Miniflry themfclves had a favour to

* fde Journal, Nov. 11, 1710, 4+ Journal, March 4, IyiO;IIo
1 Memoirs relating to the Change, &, and Journal pafim,

atk
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afk of Lord Oxford, it was through him they made their
~ spplication®. It was the fame too with regard o the
 foreign Minifters +,  In what light he ﬁood with rhe
~ Spanilh Ambaflador, may be ﬁ:en fron the following ex-
tra& from his Journal, December 21, 1712, ¢ This
day {nnight, after I had been talking at Court wit§eSie
Willam Wyndham, the Spanith Ambaffador eame o
kim, and faid he heard that was Doftor Swifr, and de-
fired him to tell me, that his Malter, and the King of
France, and the Queen, were obliged to me more than,
to any man in Kurope. So we bowcd, and theok hands,
8¢, 1took it very well of him.” Al ftate writinps, the
Queen’s Speeches, Addrefles upon them, £, were ei-
ther entirely drawn up by him, or fubmirwed 1o his cor-
retion. e had a confiderable thare in the famous re-
prefentation of the Speaker’s, Sir Thomas Hanmer,
which made fuch a noife at that time, and was confidered
ws the fineft that ever was penned.  In fhort there was
not a move made of any kind wieh rclation either to pub-
lick affairs, or party mateers, in which he was not con-
fulted, and the greatelt thare of labour in the exccutive
part was thrown upon his fhouiders. In all chis plenitude
of power, he was fo far from being elaved with the ap-
pearance of emjoving minifferial confidence, that he ufed his
belt endeavours - to conceal it from the world in general,
thwgh- it could not be a fecrer to thofe of his own party,

. ]uurnal January 8, 1512-13. st Itell you a good thing; therg
li not one of the Miniliry, but what will employ me as gravely 1
fpeak for them to Lord Trcafurer, astf | were their brother, or his,
and I do it as gravely, thongh 1 know ihey do it only becaafe they
will not make themiclves unealy, or had rather | fhould be denied than
shey." .

4 March g, 1712-130 < T was at Court ro.cay, and 1 the & foreipn
Minillers have got a trick of employiog me to foenk for them to
Lozd Treafurer, and Lord Bolingbroke, which Tdo when the cafe i
realonable.?
" With
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With this view, he abfented himfelf from Lord Tress
furer’s levees, having never appeared there but twice
during their whole acquaintance.  And at Courc he al-
ways avoided him whenever he made towards him, nor
would ever be feen fpeaking to him there *,  But it was
imgbflible long to conceal that fuperior degree of favour
in which he ftood with the Minifter. His writings, in
the caufe he efpoufed, had rendered him too confpicuous,
and the adverfe party were too much galled by them, not
to make them watchful of ali his motions. He was acs
cordingly confidered by the leaders of the oppolite party,
as the firft mover in all the minifterial meafures; ahd
many virulent fpeeches were mude againft him by name,
both in the Houfe of lLords and Commons, a5 one whe
was in the feeret of all affairs, and without whofe advice
or privity nothing was done, or employment dijpofed of +.
Oh Lord Orrery! how little did you know of the true
ftate of affairs at that time, when you wrote that falfe
‘envious paragraph, and how urterly unacquainted mutt
you have been with the real charafter of the man, whole
memoirs you undertock to write, when you could fups
pofe him fo mean fpirited as to be the mere tool of 3
Miniftry ; and fo blinded by vanity (a faplt of which he
had not one particle in his compofition, for, as he him-
{elf has often obferved, he was too proud to be wvain) as
not to dikcover whether he was only employed, not trafied!
Nor was his influence confined to England only, he .
‘was the chief perfon confulied in the affairs of lreland,
particularly during the Duke of Ormond’s Adminiftra-

® Janvary 15, 1752-23. “ [ was at Court to.day, and as Lord
Treafurer came towards me [ avo'ded him, and he hunred me thrice
ahout the room. I affeét ncver to take notice of bhim at Church or
Court, He knowsit, for I have told him fo, and to-night at Lord
Mafham’s he gave an accotnt of it to the company ; but iny reafons are,
that people feeing me {peak to him, caufes a great deal of tealing.”’

+ Fid: Swift's Momoirs relating ta the Change, &fe.

tion,
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tiorl, and few preferments paffed, cfpesially in the Chuech,

“without his approbation.  OF this there are many proofs

to be found 1n his correfondence with the Archiithop of

"Dablin, Primate Lindfay, Lord Chancellor Phipps, and

his own Journal ¥.

« Having now, palt all controverfy, ellablifhed rl1 hivly
degree of power and jnfluence which he then :quoyeﬁi
beyond any that perhaps ever fell o the lot of a private
perfon, muflt not the difinterelted (pine of Swifr firike us

- with altonithmens, when we refleét that be made no other
“ufe of thele great advantages, but 1o promote the publick

caufe in which he was engaged, or to neke ample pro-
vifion for perfons of - merit, while he was urtarly neglis
gent with regard o his own fortune ¢ It muft be obvious
to every cne, who cenfiders the light in which he ftood;

that had he been a man of intrigue, or could he have

made his principlos bend to the reigning poliey of the
Courry had he pot ircuried the Queen’s difplesiure, by
eadeavouring to counteract her adopred fyltem of govern-
ment, and treating her befom favoorite with a feverity
never to be forgiven s nay had he enly follewed the lead
of the Minifter, by acguieflcing in meafures wioich he
found it vain to oppole; it mult De allowed, I fay, con-
fidering the immenfity of his talents, the clofe connec:

& Pide his Ietter to the Archbithop, September 31, r703. 1iis
ournal, I'ebruary 1, 1712-13.

Lord Printate Lindfuy writes thuz to liim, in his Jetter of Jrnuary
§y 1713-14. ¢ There is a geatleman, whom 1 beiicve you muft have
heard of, Dr. And-cw Hamiiton, Archdeacon of Riphoe, 2 man of
good ledrnmg and zbilitles, and ane of preat intereft in that counuy,
whom [ cauid with you woild move for to ficcoed me in R"L“1 e, 5

tne that 15 ol hLe;_f w3 o good in that paet el thé country, of any
man | know.

¢t And now be pleafed to accept wiy tharks for- dhe grear forvicés
you have done me, wnf a5 you bave curibuced suck ta gy advancemend,
jo L must defire you, upou oc Lafun, to give me your fartier afillance
for the fervice of the Lhmuu
) ' N ticn
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tion he {teod in with all the leading men, the great imw
portance he was of to their caufe, and the almoit filterly
affection hewa him by Lady Mallisn:, that he mighs
have afpired to the higheft dignities in the Church, or
even, if his bent lay that way, in the ftate.  For in thofe
clays the gown was not confidered as a difqualification to
minifterial offices, as we find the Bifhop of Briftol was
made Lord DPrivy-feal, and Ambaflzdor Plenipotentiary.,
But as it was a maxim with Swift, that wlile the Queen
purfued her erimming plan, the interclts of the Church
and State were on a fandy foundation, and that there
could be no folid eftablihment for them, “nill the Whigs
were all turned out of their employments, and a total end
put to their power;, he determined not only never to fall
in with the Queen’s meafures, but on the contrary opcn-
ly to oppoie them. Though at the fame time he moft
have been confeious that t}m was the molt certain way to
bar his own preferment.

The only employment that Swift ever atked for during
all that time, was that of Hiftoriographery znd his rea.
fons for defiring it are thus &t forth, in his Memorial to
the Queen, April 1, 1714.

“ The change of Miniftry about four years ago, the
fall of the Duke of Marlborough, and the proceedings
fince, in relation to the peace and treaties, are all capable
of being very malicioufly reprefented to pofterity, if they
thould fa]l under the pen of fome writer of the oppolite
party, as they probabily may,

“ Upon thefe reafons it is necefary, for the l:onour of
the Queen, and in jultice to her lervants, that fome able
Land fhould be immediately employed, to write the hif
tory of her Majeity’s reign, that the truth of things may
be tranfmitted o future ages, and bear down the falfe-
hood of malicious pens.”

¢ The Dean of St. Patricl’s is ready to undertake this.
work, humbly defiring her Majefty will pleafe o appoink

him
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h.im her Hittoriographer; not from any view of the pro-
*fit, (which 1s fo inconfliderable, thatit will hardly ferve
. to pay the expence of fearching offices) but from an earn-
eft defire to ferve his Queen and country ¢ for which that
employment will qualify him, by an opportunity of accety

. “tothole places, where papers and records are kepr, which
will be necelfary to any who undertake fuch a hiftory.”

We fee upon what difintereled principles Swiit defired
this office; and he [eems to have been highly provoked
at his pot obtaining ir, laying the blame very unjullly on
Lord Bolingbroke, as may be teen in his letter to Mifs
Vanhemrigh, Augull 1, 1714. <1 am not of your

: opinion about Lerd Belingbroke, perhaps he may get

b the Staff, but I canroc rely on his love 1o me,  He knew

T Fhad a mind to be Flitoriographer, though I valued it

- not but for the publick {ervice; yet it is gone to o worth-

kefs roue, that no-body knows.”  But it appeass from a

leteer of Dr. Arbuthnot’s, July 57, 1714, chat Lord Bo-

" lingbroke was moil hrarty in his cavfe s where he fays,

- % ] gave your letter, with the inclofed Memorial, catva-

- ierment o Lord Holingbrekieo Te read ir, end {eemed
concerned at fome purc of i, exprefiing himflf thus:

. ¥ That it would be among uie «rernal fcandals of the
governrent, to bufler @ mau of your chareier, that had
fo well delerved of them, to have the Jeatt unealy thoughts
" pbout thole matters.”  DBut the truth 15, that it was out
of my Lord's power to have ferved him in this point, as

~ the Memorial was not put into his hands, till a fortnight
. after the place had been difpofed of ®*.  So that it is pro-
bable it never was prefented to the Queed.  And his
friend Ford, to whom he had alfo comnmunicated his (uf-

* In 2 letter from Chatles Ford, Efqs to Dr. Swify, July 20, 1714,
{s the following palioge. ¢ 1 thonght yrn had heard tiae Hiforiogras
phet’s place had been difpnfed of this fortaight. 1 know no more

of hima who has it, than thue his name is Maddociks [Maloxl.”

’ Na " nicions
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picions of Bolingbroke, vindicates him from the charge
in a lfctter written five davs afier the Queen’s deathy
where he ays, © I really helieve Lord Bolingbroke was
very fincere in the profeflions he made of you, and he
could huve done any thing, WNo Mindler was ever i
that height of favour, and Lady Mafham was at leall in
as much credit, as fhe had been in any time of her life.
But thefe are melancholy refleions.”
Thete 1s a paffage n a letwer from Swift to Pope, Jas
nuary 10, 1721, rclative to this office, which at firft
view ferms to contradiét what he himfelf had fiid about
it, as related above, I had indeed written lome Me-
morials of the Four laft Years of the Queen’s reign, with
tome other informations which 1 receved, as neceffary
materials to gis:lity me for doing {omething in an em-
ployment then defipned for mes bur, as it was at the
difpotal of a perfon, who had oot the {malleft fhare of
{teacivels or fincerity, 7 difdained to accepr 10 But this
apparent contradiction may cafily be thus folved. Swift
{cormed to aceepr the employment, as a favour, from the
Officer in wholt deparement it was, for the reafon he af-
figns, and would reeeive it only from” her Majefly’s own
appointment, to whom he therefore perfonally applied by
Memortal #,

* The creamftince of de difpofil of this poft from Swift, has
afforded Lord Grrery an appertunity of cxpoiing his ignorance, and
invidicws difpoittion w lower Switt’s confeavence to the nimoft, He
Jaysy v He (Swift) knew how viefal ke was to Adminiftration in genes
ral 3 and In one of hivierters e mentions, thir the place of Hilloriow
grapher was iutended for him, but [ am ape to fufpedl that ke flatcered
himf=Ireo highte” Savely his Lorafhip mull have been either fo ill
informed, as to fuppefe this polt to be a very coniideiable one, o
that Sw.ft was witheut ary degree of credit,  fle famered hisfitf too
Hiphfe. Gosd Hewven'd thir e 2 man a2 Swify, thovid be accufed
ot flatrenng Rimfelt oo highly, jn capeline an cmployment, ats
tended with mueh teable, and withour any degeee eliber of bonou:r
ar pluin '

- i [halh
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v T thall take leave of this period of Swift's life, by ob-
" ferving that he was thrown into the world at a moft forru+
pate zra to gratily the ruling patfions of his heart. The
thief pleafures of his Iife [cem to have arifen from friend-
fhip-contratted with men of worth and ealents, and the
fociety of perfons of wit and genius y and never was there

 an @ra, in which he could be fo amipiy indulged with re-

gard to both. I know there ae numbers who faugh at
thole who {peak with admivation of paflt times, and la-
ment the degeneracy of the prefent, as idle declaimers,
Jaudatores temporis atti; with which the world has con-
‘fantly been furnithed in all nations, from age to age;
but that in reality all times huve been much alike. In
‘order that a fair comparifon may be made between the
‘pericd I have been fpeaking of, and that which foilowed
.10 the prefent cime, I (hall here fer down a lift of the ex-
" gragrdinary men who then flounthed togecher.

LIST or Liteaary CrialACTERS.

.. Temple, Garth, Otway,
Dryden, Steele, Rowe,
Swift, Wycherley, Newton,

~ Addifon, Vanbrugh, . Locke,

-, Pope, Southern, Boyle,

~ Drior, Young, Berkeley,

, TCongreve, ~ DParnell, Atterbury,

. LGay, Arbuthnot, Tillotfon, &c.

Of Mex in Hicu Rawnx,
i Duke of Mariborough, Lord Anglefea,

Y.ord Peterborough, Earl of Dorfer,
» Lord Oxford, Lard Rofcommon,
.- Lord Bolingbroke, Lord Halifax,
: . Lord Bathurft, Str Willlam Wyndham,
« - Lord Carteret, Sir Thomas Harmer,

;. Duke of Arpyle,
Nz Befide
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Befide many others that might be mentioned, of no
{mall note.  When they who are advocates for the above
opinion, fhall attempt to draw out a il of names in the .
prefent rimes, to bhe putin competition with thefe, they
will foon be obliged to confefs and recraét their error.

SECTION V.
From bis reswin 1o IRELAND {0 bis DeEaTH.

InmepiaTusy afier the deceale of the Queen, Swift
recurned 1o Jreland, where he found things in the higheft
ferment: the Whigs »ll in wiumgph, threatening ven-
geance on the whole body of the defjonding Tories, as
foon as power fhould come into their hands. However
violent the proceedings of the Whigs in England might
afterwards be, thetr animolity againft the oppofite party
was modcrate, in comparilon with the hatred which their
brethren of Ireland bore tothe Tories.  All the ftorics fa-
bricated in England by the Whigs, of an intention to bring
in the Pretender by the Izte Miniftry, and which were only
calculated for the more violent of their party, and the
vulear, were univerlally and implicitly belicved in Ireland,
The dreadful and detefted days of James 1I, of which”
there were fHill fo many Jiving witneffes in that kingdom,
and 1n which the whole bedy of Proteftants fuffered fo
much, came frefh into their minds, and railed the utmoft
abliarrence of all who were fuppofed to be abettors of fuch
a meature,  They were taught ta confider the word Tory
and Jzcobite, 35 {ynonymous terms; and as Swift was
krcwn to have been highly in the confidence of the late
Minilliy, he was of courfe fuppofed to have been deeply
concerned with them in the plot of bringing in the Pre-
tender,  Buing the only one then in Iveland, againtt
whotn a charge could be made of having an immediate

3 hand
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fand in fuch a defign, he became the chief objedt upon
-which the madneis of party vented irs rage. He was
- conftantly infulted with oppicbrious language as he wall-
ed che treets, and fome of the more vielenr, ufed w take
yp dirt from the kennel to throw at him as he pafiid
along; infomuch, that he was obliged never to go abroad
without fervants armed 1o protet his perfon,  Nor was
it from the lower clafs of people only, that he met with
fuch infults ; but thoft of a bhigher rank, in proportion
s they were adtuated by the virulence of party, or with-
d 10 make a menc to themfelves with the governing
pawers, took all opportunities of treating bim with the
amoft indignity.  Of this | have a ftrong inftance now
before me, in a Paper drawn up by Swift himfelf. The
tide of it s, ¢ The Dean of St. Yatrick’s Petition to the
Houfe of Lords againft Lord Blaney : and on the infide :
To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Tem-
~ poral, in Parliament 2fembled.”

The Ilymble PeTiTion of JoNaTHAN Swrer, D. D.
and Dean of the Catbedral of 31. PaTrick’s,
DusrLiw.

Moft humbly fhewerh,

TraaT your Pedtioner is advifed by his phyficians, on
account of his health, to go often on horleback 3 and
there being no place, in winter, {o convenient for riding,
as the ftrand towards Flowth, your Peditioner takes zll
opportunities that his bufinefs or the weather will permit,
to take that road. ‘That in the laft SefMon of Parliament,
in the midft of winter, as your Pctitioner was returning
from ITowth with his two fecvants, one before, and the
other behind him, he was purfued by two gentlemen in a
chaife, drawn by two high mertled horles, in {o violent a
N 4 man-
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manner, that his fervant who rode behind him, was forced:
10 give way, with the utmoflt peril of his life: where
upen your PPetitiener made what {peed hie could, riding
to the right and Iefe above fifty yards ro the full extent
of the kid road. But the two gentlemen driving a light -
chaife, drawn by tleet horfes, and inrent upon mifchief,
turnud falter than your Petitoner, endeavouring o over-
throw him,  'That by great accidene your Petitioner got
to the fide of a ditch, where the chaife could not fately
purfue ; and the two gentdermen fiopping their career,
your Petitioner mildly expoftulated with them 1 where-
upon ont of the gendemen faid, Damn you, is not the
road as free for us, asfor you ! and calling 10 his fervant
v-ho rode behind him, Gnd, Tom ‘or fome iuch name) is
the piftol Joaden with bull? T'o which the fervant anfwer-
ed, yes, my Lord, and gave him the piftol. Your Pe-
titioner often faid to the gentleman, pray, Sir, do not
thoot, for my Loile s apt to flare, by which my life may
be endaneered. The chaile went forward, and your Pe-
titioner ook the opportunity to tay behind,  Your Pe-
titioner 15 informed, that the perfon who fpoke the words
_above-mentioned, - 1s of your Lordlhip’s houle, under the
ftile and otle of Lord Bluney 3 whom your Petitioner re-
members 10 have introduced to Mr. Secretary Addifon,
in the Karl of Whartor’s gavernmenr, and to have done
hims other good offices at that time, becaufe he was repre.
fented as a young man of forme hopes, and a broken far-
tune. That the faid Lord Blaney, as your Petitioner i
informed, is now in Dublin, and fometimes attends your
Lordthip’s houfe,  And your Petitione:’s health flill re-
~ quiring that he fhould ride, and being confined in winter
to goon the fame (lrand, heis foreed to enquire from
every one he micets, whether the faid Lord be on the fame
firand ;, and 1o order his {ervants to carry arms to de-
frnd him againlt the Like, or a worfe infult, from the

faid
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ifaid Lord, for the confequences of which your Peti-
*tjoner cannot anfwer.,

i Your Petitioner is informed by his learned Council,
“Yhat chere is no law now in being, which can juitify the
faid Lord, under colour of his Pcerage, to affault any
“of his Majefty’s fubjedts on the King’s highway, and
‘put them in fear of their lives, without provocation,
fwhich he humbly concetves, that by only happening to
ivide before the faid Lord, he conld not poflibly give.
* Your Petitioner, therefore, doth humbly implore
"your Lordfhips in your great prudence and juflice, to
"provide that he may be permitted to ride with fafety on
“the faid firand, or any other of the King's highways,
“for the recovery of his health, fo Jong as he thall de-
‘mean himfelf in a peaceable manner, without being
“put into continual fears of his life by the force and arms
“of the faid Lord Blaney, '

.

But nothing hurt Swift fo much, as the many inflan-
-ces of ingratitude be euperienced in thole who were
“highly indebted to him, while he was in power. [t has
‘been already thewn, that he made it a point with the
- Miniftry in England, that no man of genius or nerit,
. fhould be turned out of cmployment on account of
“party : the fame maxim he extended to Ireland, where
: he prefesved feveral in their places, who, but for his in-
iterpofition, would infallibly have loft them. Of this
“many inftances occur in the courfe of his tetrers. In
one to the Archbithop of Dublin, written tn 1713,
. whin his influence was at the highelt, he fuys, <1 have
" {uffered very much for my tenderaefs to fome perfons
‘-of that party, which I ftill preferve; it would be end-~
» }efs to recount to your Grace the reproaches that have
« been made me, on account of your neighbour,”  And
+ jn anocther, ¢ Neither did I ever fail to interpole in any
PO caie
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cale of merit or compaflion, by which means feverdl.,
perfons in England, and fome in this kingdom, kept’
their employments; for I cannot remember my Lord
Oxford ever refuled ine a requel of that kind.,” He
therefore thought it extremely hard, that after fuch.ig-
ftances of favour fhewn to numbers of that party, he
fhould be particularly marked out as the chief obje&
of their refentment: or, as he Limfelf expreffesitin
the fame fecter, < If my fricodthip and converfation
were equally thewn among thofe who liked or difap-
proved the proceedings then at Court, and that T was
koown to be a common friead of all deferving perfogs
of the latter {ore, when they were in dittrefs; I cannot
buat think it hard, that I am not fuffered to run quietly
among the herd of people, whole opinians unforty--
nately differ from thofe which lead ro favour and pre-
ferment.”  But Swift, by his great abiiities -exerted in |
the caule of the late Miniftry, had rendered himfelf fo
obnoxious to the new men in power, that even to be of
his acquaintance, would, in thofe days, have beena
fure bar to promotion.  Of this, thereis a fingularia-
ftance commmunicared to ine among other anecdotes ta-
ken dowi ar that time by a friend of the Dean’s.  Swit,
in the heipht of party ferwient, baving foine occafion
to apply to Sir Thomas Southwell, who was one of ‘the
Commiflioners of the Revenue, and with whom he had
Iived on the footing of the greatell intimacy, was
much fhocked by an anfwer he made him: < I’ll lay
vou z groat (a ufual cant expreflion of Sir Thomay's)
Mr. Dean, 1 don’t know you,”” Somce years after,
when the fpiric of party was a good deal abated, Sir
Thomas, who was tiien Lord Southwell, riding on the
ftrand, and obferving the Dean on horfeback a little be-
fore hirn, lamented to one of his company the ill effets ]
of party; among which he reckoned the lofs of thag
worthy
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~worthy man’s acquaintance, meaning the Dean: but
- Il try, faid he, to recover it.  When he overtook the
~Dean, he atked him how be did.  I'll lay you a groar,
: s Lord, fays Swift, I don’t know you.
- In fuch a fituation of affairs, Swift chofe the moft
“prudent part, that of retiring wholly {rom the world,
and emp]oying kimfelf chiefly in the care of his Dean-
egy, in the difcharge of his duty as a Clergynian, and
m;ancrmg his domeﬂlc affairs, without once cafling his
eye towards the publlc In a Jetter to Pope, datLd Ja-
pnary 10, 1721, he gives this account of kimfelf. <« In
mdew weeks after the lofs of chat excellent Princefs, T
game to my {tation here, where 1 have continued ever
figce in the greateft privacy, and utrer ignorance of
_thofe events which are moft commonly talked of in the
world. I neither know the names nor number of the
family which now reigneth, farther than the Prayer-
1book informeth me. 1 cannot tell who is Chancellor,
-who are Secretaries, nor with what nations we are in
ipeace or war. And this manner of life was not taken
ap out of any fort of affeltation, but merely to avoid
-giving offence, and for fear of provoking party.zeal *.”*
. But
# The following anecdote taleh down at the time by the fame gen.
-fleman who communicated the formet to me, will fhew how coutious
“Bwift was in bis behaviour at that junéture, for fear of proveking
_Party—zeal, and at the fame time aford an infltance of his peculiar
- vein of humour, Among other tyrannical afls of the Whigs, in
the fird Parliament of Gecrge I. {uch Membars of the Houfe of
{ommons as had voted for an Addrels in favour of Sir Conttantine
Phipps, were ordered o beg pardon of the Houfe,  This order was
genesally complied with.  Three who refuled were taken into cultody
of the Serjeant at Arms: bir Pierce Butler, My, Matthew Forde, and
*Mr, Robert Cope.  Swift, vifiting Cape one day, found Povey the Ser-
-feant at Arms, who was a perfelt firanger to Swilt’s petfon, futing with
him.’ After fome converfation, Swilt aled Cope whether he did not
intend to go out thal morming, s it was a fne doy, Cope fuid he
copld
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But though in this Swift alted the part of a phi]ofophé?;*
yet no ane could feel more for the diftrefivs of his fors
mer fricnds, and the uocomfortablepefs of his own fitub
ation.  In a lerter o Pope, June 28, 1715, he fayy
“* You know how well 1 loved both Lord Oxford, and
Bokingbroke, and how dear the Duke of Ormond is %
me s and do you imagine I can be eafy while their efe
mics are endeavouring to take off cheir heads? J nuné,
2 werfus tecun medicare cancres. 1o you imagine [ cth
be eafly, when [think on the probable confequences of
thele proceedings, perhaps upon the very peace of the
nation, but certainly of the minds of {o many hundred
thoufand good fubjcs ?” And in one to Mr. Gay, bt
fays, ““lwas three years reconciling mylelf to the
feene, and the bufinels, t which fortune hath con-’
demried me, and Rupidity was that 1 had recourfe tof
In another to the fame, lie gives this account of hime
fedf. 1 would deferibe o you my way of living, if
any ticthod could be called fo in this country. | choofe
my compaaions among thofe of lealt coniequence, and
mnoft cornpliance: [ read the mofl trifling books I can
flad, and when [ write, it is upon the moft trifligg
fubjedis: buc riding, walking, and fleeping, take up-

could net iy out, he was confined.  Swifi atked, had he taken phific?
Lope i1 ], no, but that he was confined by the Purliument, and whs
then in cuttody of the Sctjeant at Arms. Swift, with an air of
prrdedt lgacrance, and fimplicity, enquired the meaning of that, as
i he hod vever heard of 2 Serjuant at Arms, or of any fuch power
i the Porbtamenty and foon ofier took his feave. When he was
gore, Povey faid i would be well for the Church and the kingdem,
it the Ciergy minded fate afliies us 10 a3 thar honeft gentleman,
who be Curli Ty, was 1 peed parith Minifter, reiiding at his living,
and minding s own wffurs, without trouhling Lis head ahout thofe
e the publics Pray what is his namie i Swife, |3 he any relatisn of
the Dean of Sr. Pawick’s? “The very wman, fays Cope, The very
wan b replied Povey ; damn Rim, he kas Lit mc, and left the room in

fime ceatunon,

. -k
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Nghteen of the twenty-four hours, 1 procraflinate
“more than [ did twenty years ago, and have feveral
‘shings to finifh, which I put off to twenty yzars Lence.”
“In this manner did be pals feven years of his life from
[us arrival in Ireland, ltde known there as an author,
ﬁ:cept on account of his political writings, which,
“that .change of times rendered him an objedt of gene-
1al deteftation. There had been then no colleltion
“fnade of his Works, and bis deerators in England bad
‘tobbed hirn of the merit of his principal work, The
Talc of the Tub, by denying him to be the author.
-Many calumnies were induftrioufly propagated againlt
"'him, taken from the writings of the hirclings on the
. Whig fide, whereof the number was fo great, that
§w1ft in one place fays, that there were upwards of a
thoufand Papers and Pampblets publithed againft him
“inthe fpace of a few years, But, wrapped inthe con-
feioufncis of his integrity, he had the fortitude 1o treat
gl this with filent conterupr.  To counterbalance the
ill-treatment he et with fram che public, he, by de-
fgrces, contracted an 1ntinacy with a feledt few, who
had taﬂe to relith the author, and virtue to admire the
man *. He had alfo the fupreme f{atisfadtion of con-
{fandy

* fn 2 pafluge above quuted from his lester to Gov, where e
fays, ** Lehoole wy mmrnnm a5 amony thole of leall con'sqrence,
gnd molt compliancs”  We are to underfiznd  enly fueh humble
friends as were always at Lig devoiion, to Le let in, or ot away
awithout cereawnny, av:onding as he was in the humzar, 1t was ro
bably this paffage whica furnillicd Lord Owvery with an necaiion of
exercifing his wval d fprfition 10 deprectate the Dean as inuch as pn,f
fible, in the following paragraphs. < Aifer the great names, whick
1have juit now mentioned, ir bs watwer of altonifliment 1o find thy
fame paifon, who had enjoyed ke highet and the befl wauverfation,
equaily delighted with the lowelt aud the worlt ; and yer iz s cornais,
from Swift's fevlement in Dublin a. Dean of 5o, Patriek’s, his cholce
of companions in graeral, fhewed him of a very depraved ale)”’
e st From
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ftantdy enjoying the focicty of the amiable and accom:
plithed Stella, whale converfation, by his own accounty
wag.
¢ From the year 1714, till he appeared in the year 1720, a chaths
pien for lreland againft Wood’s hatf-peace, his {pirit of polltlcks ani
of patriotifin was kept zlmoft clofely confined wiihin his own brea&'.
Idlenefs and trifles engraffid too many of his hours: fools and ('fmn !
phants tao much o} his converfation.”

His anfwerer, Dr. Delany, fired with mdrgnatmn at this fa.lfq
charge, replies w him in the following manner :
¢ My 1.ord, you have been fo grofily abued, in the accounts whlch
diftated thofe twe paragraphs to you, that T am almoll alhamed to ot .
you right.
¢ The meaneft man T ever heard of his converfing with during
that period; was Mr. Woirall, a Clergyman, a Mafter of Ans, a4
Reader and Vigar of his Cackredral, and a Mafler of the Song. Hi
was nearly of his own ftanding in the College; a good walker, 2 1ma
of fenfe, and a great deal of humour, Mr. Worzall's fitvation in th:i
Chorch, naturally engaged his attendance upon the [Dean, every
time he went thither : and iheir wallcs naturaily ended either in the
Dean’s dining with him, or ue with the Dean.  But as the Dean way
a fingle man, the former happened more [requently: and this ine
tercourfe at laft endwd in the Dean’s diving with him, as often ab
he pleafed, at a certain rate, and inviting as many friends as he
pleafed upun the fame terms.” .
The Doftor then proceeds to relate his ineimzcy with the Grattans,
a munerons race of brothers, all in aficent ov eafy +clreumilances, &
fet of men s generally acquainted, aud as much befoved, as any ond
family in the nation,  Alter a pariienlar dettription of each of thelz,
he proceeds thus: ** Thefe, my Lord, were men of open hearts, avd
frez dpirits . who as Hetle deferved, and 25 much ditdained the chas
rafter and office of fvroph;luls, as any Nobleman of your's, or any
nation. And yet thefe, with their ailies, the Jucklons, & pentecl,
agrevable, and well bred mien and women, weie the companions of
nrany of Switt’s eufielt and havpielt honra; fuch companiens, as T@
wilt man everwautel, or at leaft would wane, if he cauld heip ity
any more than he weuld his oight.gown, his csuch, or bis ealy chalr,”
« Whether the Grartans led Swift, or he them, into the acqualnts
ance of their friends, George Rochtory, and Peter Ludlow, T cannoe
fay.  But this I know, that he ljved much wizh thafe gentlemen, and
aulitvated their friendfip with a '.Lry diftingujthed afeétion, and
cilcem:
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wgb the moft engaging of any he had ever met with, ¢i-
Y, fier in man or WOMaAn. And he found in D, Sher-
dan, that beft cordial of Life, a bofom friend, to whom
-hg'could open himfelf without reftraint, tn all humours,
and who was peculiarky calculated for the Buzarelle, of
“which Swift at that time profeticd himfclf fo fond, as
“whe only means of keeping up his {pirits in the gloom
' that forrounded him.  He had the pleafure of hearing
eften from his former {riends, whofi letters breached the
fame cordial affe@ion, and high eftcem which they al-
‘ways profcffc‘d for him., Among this number were Lord
Batingbroke, Lord Harley, Mr. Addifon, Dr. Arbuth-
- wot, Prior, Pope, Lewis, &c. the Duchels of Qrmond,
- and Lady Bolingbroke, In theyear 175, when Lord
. Oxford was committed to the Tower, Swift wrote prel-

-"cﬂeem: and it is certain, that they well deferved the higheft regard
" and diftinétion he could pay them.

Duakes animee neque candid.ores 1rva tulit,
Nee queis te wagis aprafel amicinit,.
vech fonls ! mare candid never earth produced,

Nor whom you could more wiitly with your friends,

< They were men cf fortune, fchalars, men of parts, men of
. humaut, men of wit, and mea of virtwe  Greator companions Swift
might have corverfed with, bu: better he neither did, nor cowdd. —
Let me add to thefe anacher gentloman, for whem ths Dean had a
particular efeem, Matthew Forde, a maa of fumily, and fortune:
afine gentleman, and the befl lay-feholar of tis time, and nadon.”
ts Theti, with the Uellows of the Colicer, PDr. Walmfley, Dr. Hel-
fham, Dr. Delany, Mr. Swplard {now EBiflesp of Clayne) and Dr.
Sheridan, among the men: ard Lady liatiace, Mrs. Blocre, T.ady
Berry Rochfort, aud brs. Ladiow, Tedies tuiiciemty dlinguithed,
of the other fex 3 were, with Stilz, and her filends, swiit's prinel-
pal 2cquaintance and companings, during the peried ou mention, and
treac as the wra of his infamy.

¢ T tpight mention fome others of very Lifiingnifhed charaflers, who
made up, Twill vt foy, that admired, but | ean fuy wich truch, that
Cenvied fociesy, inwhich Swift pafiud Bie biie ar thet pedod, Bur, 1
bope I have already (4id fafficient tu fet you rightl”

fingly

a

-
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fingly to him that he might be permicted to attend himy:
there.  lis letter begins thus, < My lord, it may;
look like an idle or officious thing in me, to give your,
Lordflip any interruption under your prefent circumsy.
ftances : yetIcould never forgive myfelf, if, after having,
been treated for feveral years with the greate kindnefy:
and diltiaction, by a perfon of your Lordthip’s virwe,
1 thould oimit making you at this time the humbleft ofy
fers of my poor fervice and attendance. It is che fiefl
time I ever follicited you in my own behalf; and if k-
am refuled, it will be the firlt requelt you ever refufed |
me.”  But Lord Oxford, however defirous he might b -
of the prefence of fuch a friend, whofe converfation, .
might contribute more than any thing in the world ta-
foften the rigour of confinemenr, was too genercus o -
put hiny to fuch an inconvenience on that account. Yet
immediately on his releale from the Tower, he exprefd |
fed his defirc of feeing him in Iingland, if it mighe bé .
conliltent with his affairs; in aletter full of the warmeft
expredfions of friendthip and affe@ion. : :

Auvgult 6, 1717,

“ I'wo years retreat has made mie rafte che converfzs .
tion of my deareft friend, with a greater relith-than
ever, at the time of my being charmed with it in ouf
frequent Journies to Windfor. My heare is often with
you, but I delayed writing in cxpeltation of giving a
perfelt anfwer about my goi ng to Brampton; but the
truth s, the warmth of relsicing in thofe parts, isfo .
far from abating, that I am perivaded by my friends to
go into Cambridgefhire, where you are too juft not to
believe you will be welcome before any one in the
world. The longing your friends have ro {ve vou moft
Dbe fubmitted to the judgment vourielf makes of all
circumftances. At prefent this feerns to be a coo'l_"e_l_"‘

: climate,
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‘Slindate, than your ifland is like ta be when they afe
“femble, &', Our tmpatience to fee you; fhould not
i ﬂraw you into unealinefs. We long to embrace youy
i you find it may be of no inconvenience to Voulielf}
E ' > ' - Oxrorp.”

> . Lord Bolinghroke’s létters during his exile, are not
. Ioferior to Lord Oxford’s- in expreffions of the highefk
-segard and friendthip. In thdt of O&ober 235 1716,
) arc the following pailages. ¢ It is a very great truthy
- thatamong all the loffes which I have [fuftained, none
- affe@ted me niore fenfibly, than that of your company
ﬁ'nd‘-cOrrefpondrncc; and yet; even now; 1 fhould not
. venture to wiite to you, did not you provoke me to ic.
. Your letter breathes the fame {pirir; as your conveifa-
" tlon a all times infpired; even when the occafions of
- praltifing che feverelt rules of virtttous fortiende feemed
-"-'_,moft remote.  Adieu; dear friend; may the kindefk
fuence of Heaven be thed upon you. Whether we
may ever meet again, thac Heaven only knows: if we
" do, what millions of things fhall we have to talk over}
< In.the mean. whiles believe that nothing fits {o near my
Jeart, as my country; and my friends; and thatamong
* thele you ever had, apnd ever fhall have; a principal
plnce.” '

" In another letter he {ays, * I know not whether the
fove of fame increafes as we advance in age; fure [ dm,
/that the force of friendfhip does. I laved yau almoft
- tweney years -ago; I thought of you as well as | do
- paw; better was beyond the power af conception; ory
toavoid an equivoque; beyond the extent of my ideas.”
_Inthe year 1717, Swift received a letter from Lewis,
giving himn an account of the diftreft ficuation of Prior’s
sffairs, and of a delign fet on foot by his friends 10 pu-
bll[h his Works by fublcription, in order to his relief.
o This

.9."7%‘\"':‘ .
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‘Fhis gave him an opportunity of exerting that zeal,

for which he was {o remarkable, whenever the caufe of

his friend, or diftrelt merit, called vpon him. Upon

this occafion he made ufe of all his influcnce to fo good

purpofe, thatin a few months he fent him fuch a large. |
lift of {ubfcribers, that Prior was aftenithed atir. His.

earneftnefs to ferve him, and to give him aceounts of

his fuccels tn his follicitations, appears from the quick .

fucceflion of letters fent by him on the occafion, Prior,

in anfwer to thele, Begins his letter of July 30, 1717, |

tliug, < [ have the favour of four fetters from you, o

the gth, 13th, 16th, and 20th inftant; ™ and he conw. ;

cludes his letter thus: < Pray give my fervice t¢ alf
friends in general, 1think, as you have ordered the

matter, you have made the greater part of Ireland liff
themfelves under chat number, I do not know how yous -

can recompenfc them, but by coming over to help me
to corre&t the book which I promlfcd them,”

What an inftance is here of the viciffitudes in human

affairs, when a man who had been Ambaflador Pleni-

poteatiary to the Court of France, fhould, in the {pace -

of a few years, be reduced to fuch a forry expedient (as
Swift terms it) to keep him above want!

During this peried, Swift’s pen feerns to have been
thrown afide, or employed only in trifes, except two
"Lracts drawn vp by him foon after his fettlement in

Iteland : the one, iatitled “ Memoirs relating to thas ~

Change which happsned in the Queen’s Miniftry ia the
vear 1710. Written in October 1714.” The other,
“ An Epquiry into the Behavioar of the Queen’s lait
Minillry, with relation to their quarrels among them-
felves, and the defign charged uwpon them of altering
the {ucceflion of the Crown.” His view in thefe was,

to lay open all the fprings which moved the political -

tnachine during that period ; and w exonerate che Mi-
niftry
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ﬁﬁrv from that heavy charge, fo loudly and senerally
 thade againft chem, of a delign to bring in the Pre-

“tender.  As he was a rpan miore in the confidence of
that v.iniftry, than any other in the world; of a faga-
city not ealily to be duped; a fincerity incapable of be-
ing biaffed, and of moft undolibred veracity ; there was
no ooe living {o capable of executing fuch a tafl. And
when we exzraine the ftrength of arpdment with whish
he has.fupported his pefitions; when we reflet chat
thefe Trals were drawn vp without any view of their
being publithed "tiil after his death, and therefore could
anf{wer no private end, the nnpartal world will neceffa-
“tily be of his fide. Confident alfertions, and loud cfa-
mours of a party, unfupported by any proofs, though
Tought for with all the diligence of perfevering malice
and revenge; bowcever they may fpread for a time
through the {pirit of faltion, will never prevail &ich an
unprejudiced polterity, againft couclufive arguinents,
fupported by eftablitbed facts,  To enlighten polteriry
with regard o thofe points; for he had no hopes of the

| - prefent age, was Swift’s motive for leaving thole pieccs

bthind him, and no doubt his end will be anfwered.
 During almoft {ix years after his rettitn to Ireland,;
Sw1ft kept his refolution of not meddling at all w:th
public affairs. He faw with indignacton the crucl op-
prc[ﬁon under which his country labourcd; and with
the deepelt concern; the miferable ftate to which it was
teduced. But as he knew that all efforts to fem the
tofrent, during the violence of parey; would be fruirs
* lefs; he prudently waited *tifl it bad fpent its force, Td
the year 1720, when the ferment feemed o have fub-
fided; he publithed his Arft Political Tradt relative to
reeland, inticled, A Propofal for the untverfal Ufe of Irifh
Manufastures,  In which he cautioufly avoids touching
vpon party matters, and points out to the people of
. Q2 Treland,
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lrcland, that a great part of their poverty and dz&rcﬁ
was owing to their own folly, and that the remedy was -
_ia their own-hands.. Of this Pamphler, and the con-
fequences produced from it, he has given’the follow-
ing account in a letter to Pope. | have written in
this kingdom, a difeeurfe to perfuade the wrecched
people to wear thetr own manwafactures, wiftead of chofe
from England ¢ this Treatife foon fprc ad very fadt, be-
ing zmreca.bls to the {entiments of the whole ration,
except of thofe gentlemenr who had employments, or
were expectaats.  Upon which. a perfon in great office -
here, immediately took the akarmi; he fent in hafte for
the Chief Jultice, and informed him of a {tditious, fag.
tious, and virulent Pamphler, lately publifhed with a
defign of fetting the two kingdoms at variance ; diredt?
ing at the fame time, that the printer thould be profe.
cuted with the utmoft rigour of the law. The Chief”
Juttice has fo quick an underltanding,. that he refolved,
if poffible, to out-do hig orders. The Grand Juries of
the county and city were effeCtually pralticed with, ter
prefent the faid Pamphler with all aggravating epi~
thers, for which they had thanks fent them fronr Enge
tand, and sheir prefentments publithed, for [everal
weeks, in all the News-papers.—"t'he printer was fei-
zed, and foreed to give great bail.  Afier his trial, the
Jury brought him in Not Guilty, although they had-
been culled with the utmoft induftry = the Chief Jultice:
{ent them back nine times, and kept them eleven hours ;.
until being perfeltly tired out, they were forced to leave
the matter to the mercy of the Judge, by what they
“call, @ Special Verdié?. During the trial, the Chicf
Juftice, among other fingularities, laid his hand on his
breaft, and protefted folemmnly, that the Author’s de-
lign was to bring in the Pretender, although there was
not 4 fingle fyllable of party in the whole Lreatife; and
although
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_#fthough it was known that the molt eminent of thofe
who profefied his own principles, publickly difallowed
kis proceedings. But the caufe being fo very odious
:and unpopular, the trial of the verdi&t was deferred
from one term to another, until upon the Duke of
Grafton’s, the Lord Licctenant’s arrival, his Grace,
after mature advice, and permiﬂiom from Fngland, was
pleafed to grant a No/i profequi.”

From thrs experiment Swift learned chat the embers
of party, however-concedled under afhes, might be re-
vived with the leat breath, and blown into a blaze.
He therefore withdrew irto his formeer retirement, after
having raken ample vengeznce on the Chief Juftice,
by expoling him in the molt odious colours, and ren-
dering hien an objet of general deteftation.  But what-
¢ever efforts he uled to fubdwe his indignation at the
cruel aéts of oppreffion and injuftice under which his
“country laboured, by confining it within his own breaft,
yet his heart was conftamly corroded with the {cenes
of mifery which farrounded him; and his patriotic fpi-
rit, thus confined, proved only as an evil one to tor-
ment him. Of the effe® which this had en his tem-
per, we have many ‘inftances in his leteers.  Dr, Delany
mentions a remnarkable one, who calling on him one
day, when wponfome occafion he feemed in an uncom-
mon ftate of irritation, being afked by Swift, < Whe-
ther the correprions and villainies of menin power, did
mot eat his fiefh, and exhauft his fpirits?”  Antwered,
# that in truth they did not:” he then afked in a fury
why—why—<* hiow can you help it} how can you avoid
it?" Delany calmly replied, ¢ becaufe I am commanded
to the contrary”—Fret not thyfelf becanfe of the ungodly.

As no work of his has appeared written during the
{pace of near four years after his publithing the above-
mentioned Pamphlet, it is highly probable that his lei-

' O3 fure
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fure hours were wholly employed in writing Guiliver'y
‘Travels. In which general fatyr on the vices, follies,
and abfurdities of mankind, he gave vent to thae {pleen,
which was 1n a continual ftate of irritation from the ob-
JL&S that furrounded him.
I the year 1724, an opportunity offered, which he
eagerly embraced, of dilperfing thole clouds, behind
which he had fo long been concealed, and of blazing
forth in higher lultre than ever, At that time a projett
was fet on foot by one William Wood, an obfcure man,
which, had it fucceeded, would have ended in the to-
tal, and perhaps iretrievable ruin of Ircland, A pa-
tent was granted to this man, tn 2 mmt extraordinary
manncr, for coining half-pence for the ufe of freland,
without cenfulting any mortal of that kingdom, ap
gven giving any previous notice of it to the Lord Lieys,
tenant.  Juitly alarmed at the confequences to be ap-
prehended from this, and fired with refentment at.the
indignity with which they were treated, the Parhamcnt,
Privy-Council, Grand Juries, and numerous bodies of
the inhabitants throughout the kingdem, fcnt over
{trong remonftrances 'zgun& tnis proceeding, ‘but all
to ng purpofc. The Pritith Minifter, who had hig own
views in promoting this favourite project, determined
to fupport the Patent ; and being then poffeffed of the
fame plenitude of power, with all the infolence of a
Turkifh Vizier, was deaf to the remoniirances of the
nation, and refolved to cram the half-pence down their
throats. Though to be mafter of the fubjedt, it will
be neceffary to read all that Swift has written upon it,
yet it may not be amifs here to give a general idea of
the cafe, in an extract from a moﬂ mafterly addrefs to
poth Houfes of Parliameént drawn up by him on the oc-
gafion. ¢ T'here is one particular, which although [
have smentioned more than once in fome of my former
papers,
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.pupers, yeul cannot forbear to repeat, and alitde en-
large uponit; becaufe I do not remember to have read
ot heard of the like, in the hi'ﬂory of any age or coun-
ary; neither do I ever refleft upon it without the utmoft

“sltonithment.

« Afrer the ananimous addreffes to his facred Majefty
againft this Patent of Wood, from both Houfes of Par-
Liament; and likewife an addrefs from the Privy-Coun-
il, to whom, under the chief governors the whole ad-

" iniftration is intrufted, the matter is referred to 2
Committee of Council in Londen. 'Wood and his ad-
herents are heard on ore fide, and a few volunteers,

" without any truft or dire&tion from hence. The que-
&ion, as 1 remember, chiefly turned upon the want of
half-pence in [reland : witnedles are called on behalf of
Wood, of what credit I have formerly fhewn: upon
zhe iffue the Patent is found good and legal; all his
Majefty’s officers here, not excepting the military, com-
manded to be aiding and affiting to make it effeltual:
the addrefs-of both Houfles of Parlament, of the Privy-
Council, and of the city of Dublin; the declarations of
mofk counties and corporations through the kingdom,
are all together {aid afide, as of no weight, confequence,
or confideration whatfoever, and the whole kingdom of
Ireland nonfuited in default of appearance; asif it were

& private Caufe between Jobn Doe, plaintiff, and Rick-
grd Rowe, defendant.

* With great refpett to thofe honourable perfons, the
Commirttee of Council in London, 1 have not under-
ftood them to beour Governors, Counfellors, or Judges.
Neither did our cale turn at all upon the queftion,
whether Ireland wanted halfpence: for there iy no
doubt but we do want both halfpence, gold, and (-
ver; and we have numberlefs other wants, and fome
that we are not fo much as allowed to nami, although

O 4 they



jbrowne
Rectangle


200 THE LIFE OF

they are peculiar to this pation; to which, no other ls
fubject, whom God hath blefled with religion and fawsg
or any degree of foil and funfhine: bur for what de-
merics on our fide, T am altogether in the dark.

¢ But I do not remember thar qur want of half
pence, was either affirmed or denited, in any of our
addreffes, or declarations againft thofe of Wood., We
alledged the fravdulent obtaining and executing of hiy.
Patent; the bafenefs of his metal; and the prodigious-
fum to be comed, which might be increafed by ftealth, -
from foreign importation, and his own counterfeits, a§'
well 35 thofe at home ; whereby we muft infallibly lofe. |
all our lictle gold and filver, and all pur poor remainder
of a very limited and difcouraged trade. We urged
that the Patent was paffed without the lealt reference
hither; and without mention of any fecurity given by
‘Wood to receive his own half-pence vpon demand,
both which are contrary ro all former proceedings ia
the like (‘a.ﬁ.s

¢« Byt in the name of God, and of all juftice and
piety, when the King’s Majelty was pleafed that thig
Patent fhould pafls, is it pat to be underftood, that he -
conceived, believed, and intended it as a gracious adl,
for the good and benefit of his fubjcéts, for the advan-
tage of a grear and fruitful kingdom ; of the moft loyal
kingdom vpon earth, where no hand or voice was ever
lifted up againft him ; a kingdom, where the paffage ig
pot three hours from Britajn, and a kingdom where the
Papifts have lefs power and lefs land than in England?
Can 1t be denied or doubted, that his Majefty’s Mini»
ﬁers paderltood, and propofed the fame end, che good
of this nation, whe_n they advifed the pafling _of this
Patent.? Can the perfon of Wood be otherwife regard-
ed, thas as the 1nf‘rrumenr, the mechanick, the head
workman, o ptepate his f'urnace, his fuel, his rnc:a.lé

an
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wad his ftamps ? If 1 employ a thoe-boy, is it in view
ta his advantage, or to my own convenience ! 1 'men-
tion the perfon of William Wood alone, becaufe no
pther appears, and we are not to reafon upon furmifes,
peither would it avail, if.they had areal foundation.

- & Allowing therefore, for we cannot do lefs, that this
Patent for the coining of half-pence, was wholly in-
tended by a gracieus King, and a wife puldlicfpirited
Minifiry, for the advantage of Ireland; yet, when the
whole kingdom to a man, for whofe good the Patent
was deligned, do, upon the matureft confideration,
priverfally join in openly declaring, protelting, addreff-
jng, petitioning againft thele half-pence, as the mofk
guinous projelt that ever was fet on foot, to complete
the flavery and deftruction of a poor innocent country ;
is it, was ir, can it, or will it ever be 2 queftion, not
swhether fuch a kingdom, or William Wood fhould be
a gainer, but whether fuch a kingdom fhould be wholly
nndone, deftroyed, funk, depopulated, made a fcene
of mifery and defolation, for the fake of William
‘Wood? God of his infinite mercy avert this dreadful
Judgment s and it 1s our univer{al with, thar God would
put it into your hearts, to be his inftrument for fo crood '
‘g Work.

« For my own part, who am but srz man, of ob-
fcure condition, 1 do folemnly declare, in the preﬂ:ncc
of Almighty God, that I will fuffer. the moft ignomi-
pious and tortoring death, rather than fubmit to re-
ceive this accurfed coin, or any other that fhall be
Jiable to the fame objetions, until they thall be forced
ppon me by a Jaw of my cwn country ; and if thar fhall
ever happen, I will tranfpart myfell into fome foreign
Jand, and eat the bread of poverty among a free people.
¢ The preat ignominy of a whole kingdom’s lying
~ fo long at mercy under fo vile an adverlary, is fuch a
deplorable
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deplorable aggravation, that the utmoft expreflions of
thame and rage are too low to fet it forth, and therefore
1 thall leave it to receive fuch a reféntiment, as is worthy
of a Parliament.”

Upon the firft tidings of the Patent’s being paﬂ'cd in
{o extraordinary a manner, Swift took up the pen, and
under the feigned character of M. B. Drapier, repre.
fented all the fatal confequences that would neceflarily
attend the carrying of it into execution, in fo plain and
clear alight, as {pread a general alarm through all r,‘mkﬁ
and orders of men throughnur the nation.

But as the Parliament, the Privy-Council, Grand Jus
ries, and {o many bodies corporate of the kingdom ad-
drefled, remonttrated, and petitioned againit it, thew
fears were at an end, as {uppofing it impoffible that thefe
fhould not prevall. Yet what was their aftonithment w0
find that all thefe, and the cry of the whole. nation, were
treated with the utmoft contempt, amd a fham enquiry
fct on foot by a Committee of the Privy-Council in Eng.
fand, which ended in {ending over orders to all Officers
under the Crown in Ireland, to be aiding and afliting to
the utiooit of their power in fupporting Wood's Patent,
and giving circulation to his accurfed coin.  As 2ll per.
fons in office at that ume were in the moft flavith depen-
dance on the Britth Miniftry, there were o bopes but
that they would pay unplicit obedience to the commands
of their malters, efpecially as they could do it under eo-
Inur of loyalty, as oppofing the Patent was called, in the
fanguage of thofe days, fiying in 2be King's face. And if
this coin was once recewed nto the publick offices, and
1lued out to pay the King’s troops, the affair was over.
To prevent this there was but one way, which was to
rafe fuch a {pirit in the whole body of the people, as'to
determine them never to receive one piece of this coin in
peyment.  “This he fo effectually performed in a feries of

' letters,
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Jetrers, under the fame fignature of M. B. Drapicr, which
'_welt univerfally read over the whole kingdom, that there
" yas {carce an individual ¢o be found, even down 1o the
- lawelt peafant, except a few placemen, who did not
" form this refolution. And in order to bind them to it
more effectually, in his fecond letter he drew up the fol-
'lmlring advertiftment,  * Whereas one William Wood,
hard-ware-man, now or lately fojourning in the city of
London, hath, by many mifreprefentations, procured a
Patent for coining a hundred and eight thoufand pounds,
in copper half-pence, for this kingdom, which is a fum
five times greater than our occalions require : and where-
48 it is notorious that the faid Woed hath coined bhis half-
pence of fuch bafe meral, and falle weight, that they are
at beft fix parts in {feven below the real value ; and where-
m we have reafon to apprehend, that the faid Wood may
at any time hereafter clandeftinely coin as many more
balf-pence as he pleafes: and whereas the faid Patent
neither doth, nor can oblige his Majefty’s fubjedts to re-
egive the {aid half-pence in any payment, but leaves it to
their voluntary choice, becaufe by law the fubjeét cannat
be.obliped to take any money, except gold or filver: and
whereas, contrary to the letter and meaning of the faid
Patent, the faid Wood hath declared, that every perfon
thall be obliged to take five-pence half-penny of his coin
inevery payment : and whereas the Houfe of Commons,
and Privy-Council have {cverally addreffed his moft facred
Majefty, reprefenting the ill confequences which the faid
goinage may have upon this kingdom: and laftly, where-
as it is univerfally agreed that the whole nation to a man;
except Mr. Wood and his copfederates, are in the utmott
apprehenfions of the ruinous confequences that muft fol-
low from the {aid coinage ; therefore we, whofe names are
wnderwritten, being perfons of confiderable eftates in this
kingdom, and refiders therein, do unanimoufly refolve
. B . 3 and_'

,_——
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#ad duclare, that 'we will never receive one farthing or: -
half-penny of the faid Wood®s coining 3 and that we will'
direcl 21} our tenants to refufe the faid coin from any per-
fon whatloever, of which that they may not be ignorant,
we have fent them a copy of this advernfement, to be read
to them by our ftewards, receivers,” ¢, -
Numbers of thefe advertifrments, figned by 2 multi-
tude of names, together with the Drapier’s I etters, wepe
fron difperled over the kingdom, and produced fuch a
wniver(al outery in all ranks of peeple againft chis odiows -
projest, that the poor tools of power did not dare 1o ate
tempt any thing in fupport of it, But the Englith Mi.:
nifter, 'not at adl ikinvdated by this violent oppofition,
fcemed refolutely bent on carrying the point.  With this
view, he fent over the Lord Carteret, lately appoimzed
!.ord Lieutenant of Ireland, long before the ufual time of
the Clief Governor’s going to that kingdom, with direca
rons to aflemble the Parliamenr, which had been pro-
rogued to a diltant day, foon after his arrival, revoking:
that prorogation, a thing very wnufual. Here he was to
try the common metheds of (ecuring s majority, in order:
to get the fanlion of the Irith Parliament 1o the meafure,
Oun his arrival, 2 proclamation was publithed by his Ex-
cellency and Council, offering a reward of three hundred
poutids, for difcovering the author of the fourch Drapier’s
Lettce.  Harding, the Printer of thae Letter, was impti
foned, and a bill of indi&tment was ordered to be prepa-
red againft him. Upon this occafion Swift wrotc a fhort.
Raper, called Seafonable Advice to the Grand Fury, &,
copies of which were diftributed to every perfon of the
Grand Jury the evening before the bill was to be prefents
cil, and had fuch an effe®, that the bill was unanimoufly-
thrown out.” Upon which the fame Lord Chief- Jultice,
who had before acted with fuch violence in a farmer pro-
decution of the Dean’s printer, in a moft arbitrary and d

legal
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yal manner, difcharged the Jury in arage. Bot this

'.."_'!pmcnding, far from {erving the caufe which he efpoufed,

. oaly readered it the more defperate, by exafperating
o men’s minds, already fofficiently provoked. For the

- pext Grand-Jury that was fummoned, not content with
- fkreening the triends to their country, made a violeat ar-
" tack upon the enemy, by the following (trong prefent-
‘sient, draws up by Swift, ar the requelt of forne of the

; ]ury;

ﬂe PrESLNTMENT of the GranD-Jury of 102 County

of the City of Durrin.

. Wnzreas feveral great quantities of bafe metal, coin-

" #§, commonly called Woocd’s halfpence, huve been
brought into the port of Dubﬁn? and lodged in feveral

houfes of this city, wirh an intention to make them paf
clandeftinely among his Majefty’s fubjeéts of this king-
dom, notwithitanding the Addreffes of both Houfes of
Parliament, and the Privy-Council, and moft of the Cor-
porations of this city againft the faid coin > and whereas

his Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to leave his loyal

fubjects of this kingdom at liberty to talic or refufe the

faid half-pence
. 'We the Graund Fary of the county of the city of Dub-

lin, this Michaelmas term 1724, having entirely at heart
- his Majelty’s intereft, and the welfare of our country ;

~and being thoroughly fenfible of the grear difcovragements

which tradc hath fuffered by the apprehenfions of the faid
cain, whereof we have already felt the difmal effets ; and
that the currency thereof will inevitably tend to the great
diminuton of his Majefty’s Revenue, and the ruin of vs
and our pofterity, do prefent all fuch perfons as have at-

-"t‘i.'mpte’l or fhall endeavour by traud, or etherwife, o

iopole
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impofe the fid half-pence upon us, contrary to his M
jelty’s molt gracious intentions, as enemies. to his Ma;eﬁ
ty’s government, and to the fafery; peace, and wclfare_
of all his Majefty’s fubjects of this kingdom; whofe afc
fections have been {o eminently diltinguithed by their
seal to his illuftrious family, before his happy acceffion 1
the throne, and by their continued loyalty ever fince. -

As we do, with all juft gratitude, acknowledge..the
fervices of all {uch patriots as have becn eminently 2ea-
lous for the intereft of his Majefty and this country, i
dete@ing the fraudulent impofition of the faid Wood, and
preventing the paffing of his bafe coin; fo we do, at the’
fame titme, declare our abhorrence and deteftation of
all refle®tions on his Majefty and his government;
and that we are ready with our lives and fortunes to de-.
fend his moft facred Majefty againft the Pretender, and
all his Majeity’s open and fecret enemies, both at hom@
and abroad.

Given under our hands, Es’t.

Upon this prefentment, followed by feveral others
in the different counties, the affair was locked upon as
defperate, and being reprefented in that Jight to the
Minifter by Lord Carterer, the Patent was withdrawn,
and the half-pence fupprefled.

Never was greater exultation fhewn upon any occas
fion than appeared in the whole nation, upon the defeag
of this infamous project; the Drapier was hailed by the
univerfal voice as the {aviour of his country, His
name refounded from fthore to thore; his effigies was
fet up in every {trect; and innumerable bumpers were
daily fwallowed to his health. '

Whoever examines the Diapier's Letters with atrens
tion will find, that the grear talents of Swift neveraps
peared in a more confpicuous light than on this occas
fion. lle faw that a plan was formed by the Britifh

Minifter
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Minifter to bring his country inso the uemoft diftrefs
Notwithtanding the apparent oppofition given to it by
the Irith Parliament and Privy-Council, he kpew too
well the [ervile difpofition of all men in office ar thae
“fime, and their abje@ dependance on the MiniRter, to
fuppofe they would continue firm in their oppofition, ac
the certain Jofs of their places, if he was deterinined co
carry the point.  He [aw therefore no poflible means of
preventing the evil, but railing fuch a fpirit in the whole
body of the people, as would make them refstve on no
secount whatfoever to receive this coin.  His writings
in the chara&er of a Drapier were in {uch plain lan-
guage, as rendered themn perfectly intelligible to the
-mieaneft capacities. His arguments were {0 naturally
deduced, and in foch an eafy feries, from Gmple and
evident principles, as carried the fullelt convidion to
every mind.  But as it was neceffary to his purpofe to
roule the feelings, as well as convince the underftand-
ings of mankind ; without ever appearing to apply at all
to the paffions, he raifes them to the higheft pitch, by
feemingly cafual firokes here and there interfperfed, So
that the whole, en a tranfient view, appeared what it
profefied to be, the work of an honelt fhop-keeper, of
plain common fenfe, who flurted out of his fphere to
commence writer, upon a view of the imminent dan-
ger with which bis country was chreatened; and who
could not, now and then, in the courle of his argu-
ment, fupprefs the honeit indignation which rofe in
his breaft, at the unparalleled infolence of power, in
treating & great and loyal kingdom with fuch indignity
as woukd have been thoughr intolerable, éven by the in-
habitants of the Hle of Man. Yet plain and fimple as
thefe writings feem to be at firft view, and fuch as every
common Reader would imagine he could produce him-
flf, upon a cloler infpection they would be found 1o be

works
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works of the moft corfummate fkill and art; and whos

ever fhould attempt to to perform the like, would bd
obliged to fay with Horacn, :

Sudet m,:dmm, Sruftaque laboret
Quivis fperet idem.

I remember to have heard the late Hawking Browng
fay, that the Drapier’s Letters were the moft perfe&
picces of oratory ever compofed fince the days of De-
mofthencs. And indeed, vpon a comparifon, there
will appear a great fimilitude between the two writers,
‘They both made ufe of the plaineft words, and fuch
as were in mofl general ufe, which they adorned only
by a proper and beautiful arrangement of them. They
- both made choice of the moft obvious topics, which,
by the force of gemus they placed in a new light. They
were equally [kilful in the arrangement and cloﬁ:nefs of
their arpuments; equally lnppy in the choilce and bre+
vity of their allufions: each fo entirely mafter of his arty
as entirely to couccal the appearance of art, fo that they
feized on the paflions by {urprize. Nor were the effedta
produced by the Crations of Demofthengs on the Athes
nians, though fet off with all the advantage of a moRk
powerful elocution, greater than what followed from
the filent pen of Swift.  For in a nation made up of -
the moft difcordant.materials, who never before agreed
in any one poiur, he produced fuch a unanimity, thas
Englith and Irifh, Proteftant, Prefbyterian, and Papif,
fpoke the fame language, and had but one voice. Thers
is one advantage mdeed which Swift had over Dea-
mofthenes, in that admirable vein of wit and humour,
peculiar to himfelf, at which the other ofter made un-
fuccefsful attemprs; and of which, though fparingly;
we fiad fome fhining inftances fcattered through thofe

letters.
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“letters.  One of which is fo excellent, that [ am tempt-
~ed to prefent the pafage to the Reader. Where,
fpeaking in the afuned chara&er of the Drapier, he
fays, * [ am very fenfible that fuch a work as I have
-undertaken, might have worthily employed a much
“better pen: but when a houfe is attempted to be rob-
bed, it often happens that the weakeft in the family,
‘rung firft to ftop the door.  All my afliftance, were fome
"informations from an eminent perfon; whereof T am
afraid | have {poiled a few, by endeavouring to make
_them of a piece with my own productians; and the
‘reft, I was not able to manage. I was in the cafe of
David, who could not move in the armour of Saul,
- dnd therefore 1 rather chofe to attack this uncircumcifed
Philitine (Wood I mean) with 2 fling and a ftone.
And I may fay for Wood's honour, as wcll as my own,
“that he refembles Goliah in many circumftances, very
_applicable to the prefent purpole: for, Golieh had a
beimet of brafs upon bis head, and be was armed with a
ooat of mail, and the weight of the cost was five theufand
jbe&fe.r of brafs, and be /}.‘ { greaves of brafls upon bis legs,
and a barger of brafs letween bis fiowlders.  In fhort ke
"was, like Mr. Wood, all over Lrafs, and be defied the ar-
‘wies of the living God. —Goliah's conditions of combat,
were likewife the fame with thole of Wood: if he pre-
vail againlt us, then fpail we ke bis fervants,  Burif it
happens that I prevail over him, 1 renounce the other
part of the condition; he (hall never be a fervant of
mine; for I do not think him fi¢ to be trulted in aay

honeflt man’s (hop.”
Nothing thewed the generalihip of Swift in a higher
point of view, during this conteft, than his choice of
_ground both for attack and defence. Ide well knew of
-~what importance it was to flcer clear of party ; and that
if he had attacked the Britith Minifler as the real Au-
P . thor,
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thor, promoter, and abettor of this projeét, he would.
immediately have been ftigmatized with the name of
Jacobite, and his writings of courfe difresarded, He
therefore rreated the mateer all along as if there were no
parties concerned but William Wood hardware-man,
on the one fide ; and the whole kingdom of Ireland on
the other. Or, as he himifelf cxprefles it, it was Bel-
lum atqye virwm, akingdom on one fide, and William
Wood on the other. Nay he went farther, and finding
that Wood in his feveral publications had often mad%
vfe of Mr. Walpole’s name, he takes upon him the des
fence of the latter in feveral paffages of his Fourth
Letrer, which he concludes thus: « But { will now de..
monftrate, beyond all contradiétion, that Mr. Wal-

pole is againlt this projeét of Mr. Wood, and is an en- }
tive friend to Ireland, only by this one invineible argu-
meot; that he has the mniverfzl opinion of being a

wife man, an able Minifter, and in all hig proceedings

purfuing the frue interc? of the King his Malter: and

that as his integrity is above all corruption, fo is his_for-

tine above all remptation.” By the ufe of this irony, 2

double edged weapon, which he knew how to manage

with pecultar dexterity, his argument cut both ways,
‘To the bulk of Readers it might pafs for a real acquit-
tal of Mr. Walpole of the charge brought againft him,”
which would anfwer one end; and ro thofe of more dif- |
cernment, 1t obliquely pointed out the true obje&t of
thetr refentment ; bur chis fo guardedly, that it was im-
potlible to make any ferions charge againft the Author |
of his haviag fuch a defign,

In the courfe of thele writtngs, Swift took an oppor-
tuntey ot laying open his polirical principles, declariag
the moft zealous attachment to the Proteftan: fuceef-
fion in the Houfe of Hanover, and utter abhorrence -
of the Pretender: by which mesns he removed the

chief

210 THE LIFE OF
\
|
|
|
i
|
|
i



jbrowne
Rectangle


DOCTOR SWIFT. a1t

. chief prejudice conceived againtt him, on account of

* the ill-founded charge of his being a Jacabite, and
- opened the way for that tide of popular favour which
- #fterwards Aowed in wpon himy from all fides. -

During the publication of the Drapier’s Letters,
- Bwift took great pains to conceal himfelf from being
‘khown as the Author.  The only perfons in the fecret
were Robert Blakely, his buder, whom he employed ag
- ks Amanuenfis; and Dr. Sheridan.  As Robere was
. not the moft accurate tranfcriber, the capivs were al-
ways delivered by him to the Doltor, 10 order 1o their
being corretted, and fitred for the prefs ; by whom they
were conveyed to the priater in fuch a way, a3 to pre-
vent a poliibility of difcovery. It happencd that Ro-
. bert Blakely, the very evening of the day on which the
- Proclamation was iffued offering a reward of 3d0 pounds
for difcovering the Author of the Drapier’s Fourth Let-
ter, had ftaid ourlater than ufual withoat his Malter’s
+ leave, The Dean ordered the door to be locked at the
gcculftomed hour, and fiut him out,  The next morn-
ing the poor fellow appeared before bim with marks of
great contrition ; when Swift would liten to none of
his excules, but abufing him outrageoully; bade hiny
firip off his livery, and quit his houfe that moment,
t What—you villain, {aid he, is it becaufe am in your
power;, you dare take thefe liberties? Get out of my
houfe vou fcoundrel, and receive the reward of your
treachery.” Mrs. Johnlon, who was at the Deanery,
and greatly alarmed ac this fcene, immediately dif-
patched a meffenger to Dr. Sheridan, to come and try
to make up matrers. Upon his arrival he found Robere
- walking about the hall in great agitation, and fhedding
abundance of tears; enquiring into the caufle of this,
he wis told that his Malter had jult difcharged him,
The Dottor bade him be of good cheer, for he would

: Pa under-
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underiake to pacify the Dean, and that he fhould fill
be continued in his place,  ‘That is not what vexes me,
repbied the honell creature; to be fore 1 fhould be very
forry o lole fo pood a2 Mafter, bur what grieves me to
the foul is, that my Mafter thould have fo bad an opi-
nion of me, as to fuppofe nie capable of betraying him
for any reward whatever, When this was told to the
Jean, frack with the generofity of fuch a {enttment
in one of his Jow {phere, he immediately pardoned
himy, and reftored him o favour *, [le allb took the

firlt oppartoniy in his power of rewarding this man for

his fidetity,  Uhe place of Verger to the cathedral foon
after bouoniing vacant, Swift called Robert to him,

and afked him of he had any cleaths of s own that

were not a livery s to which the other replying in the

afiirmative, he defired him homediately to frip off his -

Lvery, aud put on thole cloaths,  The poor fellow,

quite altonifhed, begped to know what erime he had

commirred that he fhoekd be difcharged.— Well—do as
T ordered you faid Swift. When he returned in his
new Jrely, the Plean calied thie other fervants into the
roony, and rold them they were no longcr to confider
tim as their fellow-fervant Robert, Lot as Mr, Blakely,
Verser of St Pauick’s cathedial, which place he had
befiowed on line, as a reward for his faichiul fervices.

The grateful creanure poured forth a thouland bleflings
on b, and eatv begged as the areatell favour he could

confer on him, that he mighe G011 be continued in the
fuine tiatian, without fee or reward, as he was fure no
one coubd give [nch fatisfaélion o his Malter in the
difcharge of 1, as himfelf.  As he was an excellent

* This flory is told in a different inanner by Mr, Deane Swift, with =

fevaral tinprob -ble circunmitanees, which have not the leaf foundaton
m trotls, as §had iz accouat exadtly as I have related it immediately
from my father. '

fervant,
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fervant, and was aconflomwed to all Swift’s peculiari-
tigs, the propofal could not but be very .1rr;pt‘1blc to
the Dean; and Mr. Blakely accordingly continued to
officiate in that capacity for fome time, as a volunteer,
without any of tic badzes of fervitude.  But the Mai-
ter was too liberal to accept of the generous propofal
made by the fervant; for, though he paid him no
‘wages, he took care by handiome prefents, to make
him a full equivalent.

Anather anecdots, Ir;’;‘I”I:EVf: to thefe half-pence, was
eommunicated to me by dr. Hofflleger, a native of
Germany, then a refident Merchant of [oine eminence
in Dublin; who was a fpectator of the following fcene
which he deferibed 1o me.  The day after the Procla-
mation was 1fued our againit the Drapier, there was a

~full levee at the caftie.” T'he Ford Lieutenant was go-
ing round the circle, when Swifr abruptly enrered the
chamber, and pufhing his way through the crowd, ne-
ver ftopped till *kg gor within the cirele; where with
marks of the higelt indignation in his countenance, he
addrefied the Lord Lieutenant with the voice of a
Sttntor,'that'rc-v_(‘.]wed through the room, ¢ So, my
Lord Lieutenant, this is a glorious exploit that you
performed velierday, in iffuing a Proclanation againit
a poor fhop-keeper, whofe only crime is an honeft
" endeavour, to fave Lis cotatry from ruin. You have
given a . noble fpecimen of what this devoted na-
tion is to hope for, from your government, 1
~ fuppole you expect a {tatue of copper- will be eredt-
ed to you for this fervice done to Wood. [He then
went on for a long time inveighing in the bittereft
terms againit the Patent, and difplaying in the ftrong-
eft colours all the famal confequences ot introdu-
ging that execrable coin, The whole afembly were

. firuck mute wich wopder at this unprecedented feene,

The ticled flaves, and vaflals of power, felt, and fhrunk
P ina
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into their own littlene(s, in the prefence of this mag
of virtue. He flood fupereminent among them, llkc
his own Gulliver amid a circle of Llhlputlana. - For
fome time a profound filence enfued. When Lord
Carteret, who had litened with great compofure to the
whole fprech, made this fine reply, in aline of Vir;

g]]s-

* Res z".fm, & regui novitas wie talia cogunt
jhtif{h.

The whele :J.H'um_b])r was ftruck with the beauty of
this quotation, and the levee broke up in good humour.
Some extolling the magnanimity of Swift to the fkies,
and all delighted with the ingenuity of the Lord Lieu~
tenant’s anfwer,

When the Pateat was withdrawn, and of courfe al}
apprehenfions about the coin were over, Swift rerired
to Quilca, a houle of Dr. Sheridan’ ’s, 1n a defolate part
()F the cauntry, where he paffed fome months in finifh-
ing and preparing his Gulliver’s T'ravels for the prefs,
Early in the nexe year 1726, he fet out for England,
after an abfence from that country of near twelve years,
He was received wich all demontftrations of joy by his
cld friends, whofe actachment to this znromparablc
man, feemed rdther increaled than diminithed by ab-
fence.—They all expreffed the warmeft wifhes that he
would quit Ireland, and fetde among them, and feveral
plans were prepoled to accomplith the point.  Nor was
Swift lefs defirous of returning to his own country, for
he always confidered ir as fu(,h being the country of
his forefathers, though he happn,ned as he himf{elf exe
prefles ir, to be dropped in Ireland: nor is it furprifing

b L e
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that his heart yearned to pafs the remainder of his days

% Hard fnrtune, a.nd the ncwnefs of my rcign, compe| me to fuch

meafu res.

among
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: among a fer of his old friends, who gave fuch proofs of
their unalterable attachment to him, and were, at che
... fame time, in point of talents and genius, the foremoft

_‘men of the age, But, however ardent their withes
might be, there were little hopes of their being fulfilled,

- asboth he and his friends were obnosious to thoft in-
© power. Some expetations were however formed from
+ " the favourable reception he met with at Leicelter-houfe.
~ The Princefs of Wales; afterwards Queen Caroline, fit

“up for a patronels of men of genius, and affected 1o

converfe much with all men diftinguifed for licerature
and talents.  Upon hearing of Swift’s arrival in Lon-
don, fhe immediately fent to delire to fee him. Of
this he gives the following account in a letter ta Lady
Betty Germaine, 1732-3.~— It is [ix years laft Spring
fince I firlt went to vifit my friends in England, after
the Queen’s death. Her prefent Majefty heard of my
arrival, and fent at leaft nine times to command my
attendance, before I would obey her, for feveral reafons

‘pot hard to guefs; and among others, becanfe | had

heard her charaler from chole who knew her well, At

' Jaft I went, and fhe received me very graciouily.” As

Swift was no refpecter of perfons, and would fpeak his
thind with the fame freedom in the face of Royalry, as
in the moft private company, the Princefs, ftruck wich
the novelty of fuch a charaéter, and highly entertained
with his peculiar vein of humour, was never weary of
fending for him both in London and Richmond; and
Swift, to keep up his confequence, never once attended
her but by command. Mrs. Howard, firft Lady of the
Bed-chamber to the Princefs, and her chief favourite,

- was the perfon who ufually fent for him.  As fhe was a

Lady of fine tafte, and uncommon underltanding, (he
foon contracted a high efteem for Swift, which was ma-

© tured into a friendfhip, by the frequent opportunities

Py fhe
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fhe had of converling with him in company with Pope

and Gay, who were her great favourites,  The peculiar’

marks of diftinttion fhewn Iim both by the Princefs.

and her favounite, together with the general dif'courfc

of the family ac Leiceiter-houte, made his friends ima-
gine that the firft opportunity would be taken of'maklng

a fuitable provifion for iim 0 Fagland, from that quar-.

ter; and he himfelf, both then, and for fome time af-
ter, feems o have formed fome expedtations of that
kind, though naturally and from his frequent difap-
pointmeats in life, he was far from being of a fanguine
difpolition.

During his ﬂa in Fngland, his time was paffed
chicfly berween Twickenham and Dd.w]ey, with his
friends, Pope and Bolingbroke, where he was vilited

by all the old fraternity. It was chen Pope publihed

his Volumes of Mifcelianies, confifting of fome of his

own Works, and Arbuchnot’s, bur chiefly of fele&,-.
Pivces of Swift’s.  As this was the firfl tlme that a.ny-

of his Works were Pl’lﬂttd Lolkéhvdv, thc fale was
immenfe, and produced a confiderable fum to Pope,
who had the whole profit, as Swifr was at all times
above m aking any peeuniary advantage of his wntmgs.
IMuring thele tranfadlions, he received feveral fucceflive

accounts of the duiperate ftate of hLealth, to which his

dear friend Mrs, Johnfon was reduced, and the little

hopes. there were oft her ittuvcry. The diftrefs of

mind which he {uffered bn_ this occafion, tbgc[her with
a long fit of his old compiaint, giddinefs and deafnefs,
had fo weaily diiqualified him for fociety, thac he ftole
away from his hott at Twickenham, and recired intd
pm ate lodgrings, with an old relation for his nurfe, As
foon as he was {ufficiendy recovered 1o bear the fatigue
of a journey, he fet out for Treland, with the gloomy
profpect of receiving the lalt breath of the perfon

dearcﬂ’,




DOCTOR SWIFT. 217

ﬁﬂrcﬁ to him in the world. However, before his de-
parture, he took ‘leave of the Princels, who was very
atious to him, made apologies for not having fome
medals ready which fhe had promifed him, and faid fhe
‘:would fend them to him before Chritmas.  On his ar-
tival in Dublin, he had the fatisfadtion to find Mrs.
Johnfon on the mending hand, and her recovery,
though flow, afforded the plealing profpeét of a longer
continuance to a life fo dear to him.
" During this vifit to London, it was not only at Lei-
cefter-houfe, but at St James's alfo, that he mer with
3 favourable reception ; of which Le makes mention in
a lgteer to Lady Betty Germaine, January 8, 1752-3.
 Walpole was at that time very civil to me, and fo
~were all the people in power, He invited me, and
fome of my friends, to dine with him at Chelfea.  Af-
terdmnerl took an occafion to fay, what [ had obfer-
_ved of Princes and great Minifters, that if they heard
.an ill thing of a private perfon who expected {ome fa-
your, although they were afterwards convinced that the
perfon was innocent, yet they would never be recon-
“ciled. Mr. Walpole knew well enough that I meant
Mr. Gay *. But he gave it another turn; for he hnd
1o fome of' his fricnds, and particularly to a Lord,
near relation of your’s, “that I had dined with hlm,
and had been making apologics for myfelf.”
He afterwards had an interview with Sir Robert
Walpolc, through the intervention of I.ord Peterbo-

* To make this intelligible, it will be neceffery to quote a for-
mer paffage in that Ietter; where, fpeaking of Gay, he fays, * He
hed wiltten a very ingenious book of Fables for the ufe of her [the
~ Princefs’s) younger fon, and the often promifed to provide for him.
Bat fome time befdre, there came out a Iibel againt Mr. Walpole,
who was informed it was writien by Mr. Gay; and although Mr.
Walpole owned he was convinced that it was not written by Gay,
yet he never would pardon him, but did him a hundred ill offices to,
’ the Prmcefse”

vough ;
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rough; of which he gives the following account, ind
lctter to the faid Earl.

* « My Lord, April 28, 1726.
¢« Your Lordfhip having, at my requelt, obtained -
for me an hour from Sir Robert Walpole ; | accord-
inglv attended him yefterday at eight o’clock in the
morning, and had fomewhat mure than an hour’s con.
verfation with kim.  Your Lord(hip was this day plea.
fed ro enquire what paflfed between that great Minifter
and me, to which | gave you fome general anfwers,
from whenc¢ you faid you could comprehend lictle dr
nothing. :
s T had no other defign in defiring to fec Sir Robest
Walpole, than to reprefent the affairs of Ireland to him -
ina true light, wet only withaut any view to myfelf, but
to any party whatfoever : and becaufe [ underftood the
affairs of that kingdom tolerably well, and obferved -
the reprefentations he had reccived, were fuch as}
could not agree to; iny principal defign was to fet him
right, not only for the fervice of Ireland, but likewife
of Enpland, and of his own Adminiftration,

«« | failed very much in my defign ; for | faw he con-
ceived apinions, from the examples and practices of
the prefent, and fome former Governors, which 1 could
not reconcile to the notons I had of liberty; a poﬁ'efi
fion always underftoad by the Britifh nation to be che
inheritance of a human creature,

<t §ir Robert Walpole was pleafed to enlarge very
much upon the {ubject of lreland, in a manner {o alicn
from what 1 conceived to be the rights and privileges -

# Lord Peterboroueh, ina note to Swilt, a litle previcus to the
date ol thiz 1Lt 1, tays, < 8ir Rohert Walpole, any morning, exs
cept Tueiiduy and l“bur day, which are his public days, about nine’
in the moning, wiil be glad to fee you at his London huul’e. On
Mouday, if 1{te you, T will give you a farther account.’

5 of
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of 3 fubject of England, that I did not think proper
-$o debate the martter with him fo much, as I otherwife
might, becaufe I found it would be in vain.”

. In che remainder of the letter, he enumerates the
any intolerable burdens and grievances, under which
phat country laboured, and concludes it thus:

%[ moft humbly entreat your Lordfhip to give this
-paper to Sir Robert Walpole, and dcﬁre him to read
};, which he may do in a few minutes,’

I am, e,

I thought it neceffary to lay this matter at large be-
-forc the public, becauie, in confcqumrc of this inter-
-yiew, all the Walpolians, and the whole party of the
'I'Whl_gs, gave out, that Swift at that time made a ten-
der of his pen to Sir Robert, by whom the offer was
pjected; and even to this day | am well informed that
Aome of that family, and their connetions, affert it as
'fa& But I would have thofe gentlemen confider, in
the firft place, what little credit they do to Sir Robert’s
ynderftanding, in declining the affiftance of the firlk
‘Writer of the age, at a time when he was throwing
gway immenfe fums upon autho, s of meantalents. In
the next place, it is to be hoped that candour will oblige
them to rerra@t what they have faid, as [o convincing
gprouf is here produced of the fallhood of the charge.
For, it is impoflible to fuppofe that Swift would have
made fuch a reprefentation of the interview, utterly
diftlaiming all views fo bimfelf, and defiring that it ml;:,ht
be fhewn to Walpole, if the other had had it in his
power to contradict it, and by fo doing render him con-
gemptible in the eyes of his noble fricnd, as well as of
gl his adherents, 1 have a leceer before me written at
that time to the Revd. Mr. Stopford, then abroad at
Pa,l'l.s‘l (afncrwards thlough his means Bilhop of Clovne)

n
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in which he gives the fame account. ¢ was latd[ 3
twice with [hc Chtef Minifter; the firft time by inviea= ?
tion, and the {econd, ac my delire, for an hour, where- s

in we differed in every point: but all this made a great é

noife, and foon got to Ireland. From whence, upod-~
the late death of the Bithop of Cloyne, it was faid1 *
was offered to fucceed, and I received inany letters ups
on tt, but there was nothing of wuth init; for I was @
neither offered, nor would have received, except vpet.
conditions, which would never be granted. For Iab- -
folutely broke with the Chief Mintter, and have never
feen him fince.  And I lately complained of him ta .
the Princefs, becaufe I'knew fhe would tell him” I
think it is hardly probable that Swift would have com- ¥
plained of him ro the Princefs, i he had fuch a flory ~
to tell of him. His complaint cerrainly related 4.
Walpole’s uniuft and impolitic maxiins with regard to- |
Ireland, which was the fole fubjeét of their difcourfe,”
And 1t appears that he had often in his converfations
with the Princefs, reprefented the cruel hardfhips under
. which that country groaned, infomuch, that in aletter- -

to Lady Suffolk, July 24, 1731, he fays, ** Her Ma.
jetty gave me leave, and even commanded me, above ™
five years ago, i I hived until fhe was Queen, to writé-
to her on behalt of Ireland: for the miferies of thls
ki r‘”fic m fhe appeared then to be concerned.”

Sir Robert limielf never dropped any hint of this to
Swift's friends, but in appearance feemed to with him |
well,  In aletter from Pope to him foon after his de<
parture for Ircland, he tells him, <1 had a conference
with Sir Robert W’alpolc, who exprefled his defire of
having feen }ou again before you left us: he faid, he
obferved a willingnefs in you to live among us, which
i did not deny; bur at the fame time told him, you had
no fuch defign in your coming, which was merely to

fee
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ifpe a few of thofe that you loved ; but that indecd il
'fthofe withed it, and part:cu!arly Lord Peterborough
,,and myfelf, who withed you loved Ireland lefs, had you
lny reafon to leve B ngland more.”” Whoever examines
311 Swift's letters at that time, will find, thar he was far
fmm having any ambitious views, dlis with was o
luvc a fettlement among bis friends; and be aimed no
_.:h;gher than to change his preferinents in Ireland for any
~church living near them, that thould not be much in-
ferior in point of income, whether accompanied with
4y dignity or not.  And this method of commuting
“henefices he chofe, to avoid laying himfelf under any
obitgatlons to a party, of whofe meafures he fo utterly
difipproved, Of this we have a {triking inftance in the
-above-mentioned letter, to an intimate friend then
tbmad to whom a falfe reprefentation of his fenti-
»mants could have anfwered no end; where he declares
.,that he would not accept even of a Bithoprick, thougl
'-'oﬁ'crcd him, except upon conditions, which he was {ure
would never be granted. In a letter about that time
to Mr. Worral, he expreffes himfelf to the fame efeét.
« Asto what you {ay about promotion, you will find it
was given immediately te Maule, as [ am told, and t
affure you I had no offers, nor would accepr them.
My behaviour to thofe in power, hath been direétly
cﬁnzrary fince I came here,”  Is it poflible to conceive,
that in this difpofition of mind, a man of Swifi’s cha-
‘Faler, fhould wantonly put it in the power of a perfon
whom he knew to be his enemy, to deftroy his reputa-
tion, and ruin him for ever wich his friends ? In fhort,
the macter 1s brought to this iffue. 1t is evident from
what has been thewn above, that Swift had but two in~
terviews with Walpole, the one in public, the otherin
ptivate. * To what pafled in the former, there were fe-
véral witnefles; to the latter, no one but themfelves.

Of

2
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Of what then paffed betweeh them, Swife has giveii &
diftin@ account in a letter to Lord Peterboroughy
which he defires might be thewn to Walpole,  If Wals
pole afterwards rcprcﬁ :nted any thing in a different light,"
whole teftimony is to be credited ? That of a man of’
long tried integrity, and undoubted veracity, gwmg'ﬁ
an account of a tranfaction, wherein he {ultained apari"._-
exadtly fuitable to his whole chara@er and condud in-:
life: or that of a wily Statefman, whoe ftuck at nothing -+
to anfwer his ends, charging Swift with a fadt, uteerdy®
incompatible with his well known wifdom and grandeus-
of mind, and which muoft have fhewn him in the light*
of a perfect changeling. But it does not appear that’
Walpole himifelf ever made any {uch charge. Nor was'
i neceffary; his end might be beerer, and more fecurely”
anfwered without it, Hlnts and mnvendos were {ufffe
cient materials for his tools 1o work upon, and fabriv
cate what ftories they pleafed, which were induftrinuﬂf‘
propagated with the firongelt afleverations of therr'
truth, by all thair partifans, and this was one favourite
method then in ufe, of undermining thofe charaers,
which they could not openly affault *. 1 have been the
longer on this article, becaufe it is the heavieft charge’

* OF this there was 1 frong inftance given in regard to William Ship«
pen ; the honeflef man, and trueft parriot that then fate in the Houle, ..
When Walpale found, after repeated erials, that his virtue was proaf '
apainft all the offers he could make, irwas given out by his emiffaries,
that he privately received a penfion from bim; and that he was per-
mized to aft the pare of a patriot, in order to keep his inflnence with
his party, on certain occafions, that he might be of more effeftual
fervice in matters of greater concern.  And this report was fo in-
dutirioufly fivead, and with fuch confdence, that many gave credit tb
ir during his Iife.  Nor were they unceceived till it was found that
after his Ceath, this worthy man, who had lived with the utmoil fra-
gality, leit no more behind him than his puternal eftate, which was
harcly fufhicient ta invicle him to a feat in Parliament, and filty peunds '
b calh, pecaliarly appropriated to the charges of his fuperal,

brought
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brought again{t Swift, and fuch as would at once deltroy
the integrity of his character: and becaufe there never
was any calumny more induftrioufly propagated by the
w;;’_olc body of the Whigs, or more generally believed,
And this too not among the middling clafs of man-
kind, but by perfons of high rank and charatter. Of
which I have 2 remarkable inftance now before me, in
ap anecdote communicated to me by Dr. Clarke, for-
merly my tutor in the College, among feveral others
colleéted by him relative to Swifr, which is as follows:
“;W_hen Lord Chefterfeld was Lord Licutenaat of Lre-
land, [ was prefent at his giving an account of Swift,
which, from a lefs creditabie author, would be utterly
dibelieved. He faid, that to his knowledge Swift
made an offer of his pen to Sir Robert Walpole s that
the terms were, his getting a preferment in England,
cqual to what he had in Ireland; and thar Sir Robert
rejelted the offer; which Lord Chefterfield faid he
would nat have done, had he been in Sir Robert’s
pl!"a_ce'. The whole of this tranfation {eems extremely
improbable, particularly what he added, that the per-
fon who introduced him swas the famons Chartres’
Good Heavens! Swift brought by the notorious
Chartres to proftitute himfelf to Walpole, and this
alferted as 2 faét by Lord Chelterfield! But his Lord-
thip kept very bad company in thofe days: I have not
the leaft doubr but this ftory was told him by Chartres,
and he confidored his brother gambler as a man of
honour. _

Swift had fet out for Ireland in the month of Auguft,
and early in the November following appeared Gulli-
- ver's Travels, As he had kept a profound filence with
* regard to this Work, nor ever once mentioned it to any
of his neareft friends during his ftay in Eogland, they

~. were at firlt in fome doubt whether it were his or not .
: ' and

'*-,'_. .
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and yet they concluded, as was done on a fimilar ods
cafion, that it mult be aws Frafnf aut Digholi. Thcy'
all wrote to lim about it, confidering it as his, and yet
ar the [ame time kept a referve, as having fome reafons
to he dublous about it.  Gay, in a lerrer, November 174
1720, writes to him thus, < About ten days ago a
bovk was publifhed here of the Travels of one Gulli-.
ver, which hath been the converfation of the wholé
town ever fince 1 the whole impreffion fold in a week ;
and nothing is more diverting than to hear the differ-
ent opinions projdc give of it, though all agree in
tiking it extremely. "Tis generaily faid that you are
the author, but I am told the bookfeller declares he
knows nat from what hand it came. From the higheft
to the loweft it is nniverfaliy read, from the Cabinet
Council to the nurfery.  You may {ee by this you are
not much injured by being fuppofed the author of thig
picce.  If you are, you have difobliged us, and two
or three of your beft friends, in not giving us the leaft
hint of it. Perhaps I may all this time be talking to
you of a bool you have never feen, and which hath not
yet reached Ireland; of it hath not, I believe what we
have faid will be fuflicient to recommend it to your
reading, and that you will order me to fend it to you,”
In like manner Pope fays, ¢ Motte received the copy,
he telis me, he knew nor from whence, nor from whom,
dropped at his houfe in the dark, from a hackney«
cozch : by computing the time, I found it was after
you left bngland, {o for my part I fufpend my judg-
ment.””  This proceeding of Swift’s might ac Arlt view
be confidered as onc of his whims, but that it was his
conftant practice in all his former works of confequence,
which he fent fecretly into the world to make their own
way as well as they could, according to their intrinfic
wnerit, without any advantage which they might derive
from
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‘I.'I'lJm fhe author’s reputation.  Nor was he ever knawn
"%0 put his name to any of his publications; excepr his
fetrer 1o Lord Oxford about the Euglith language: [t
s probable he took grear pleafure in hieariog the vari-
ous opinions of thic world upan his writings, freely de-
Jivered befare himn while he remuined unknown, and
“the doubts of Pope and Guay, occalioned by his pro~
‘found {zcresv on that head, mul have given Liimt no
{mall entereainment.  Mowever this extraordinary work,
bearing the ftap; of fuch an original and mmeommon
genius, revived tis fame in England, after fo long an
gbfence; and added new luttre to s reputation.

- Tuhis retuin to Dubhing 0pon notice that the thip In
‘which he failed was in the bay, feveral Feads of rae
Biférent gorpoirarions, and principal cittzens of Dub-
lig, went out ro et Lind i a great nomber of whers
ries engaged for thar purpofe, inorder to welconte him
back:  ofe had the pleatore to find Lis friend Dr, Shoe-
tiddn,. in company with 2 number of his intimartes, at
the fide of his {hip, ready to receive him oo their
boar, with the agreeabte ndings, thar Mrs. Johnion
“was palt all danger. The boats adorned with fireamers,
and colours, 1 which were many emblernatical devices,
~‘made a fine appearance ; and thus was the Drapice
bropghe to his fanding-place in a kind of wriuinph,
“where he was received 2nd welcomed on fhore by a mul-
titude of kis grateful countrywnen, by whom he was
conduted to his houfe amid repeated acclamations, of
Long five the Drapier.  The bells were all {er a ringing,
and bonfires kindled in every {treet,  As there never
was an inftagce of fuch, honours being paid te any mors-
tal in that country, of whatever rank or fratton; Swift
vtk have been a Stoic indeed, not to have been highlv
- gracified with thefc unexpected, unfellicited marks of
favour, from his grateful fellow-citizens.

Q. - But
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But whatever fatisfaction he might have in hif newly -
acquired popularity, and the confequential power it -
gave him of belag of fome ufe to his country; yet the
long difeuft he had catertained at the management of
all public  affairs; the deplorable ftate of flavery to
which the kingdom was reduced ; the wretched poverty,
and numberlefs miferies, painted by him fo often in
ftrong colours, entailed by this means on the bulk of
the natives, and their polterity ; had long made him
refolve, when opportunity fhould offer, to change the
fcene, and breathe a freer air in a land of liberty. His .
aft fhort vifit to his friends ferved to whet his refolu-
tion, and revived the defire which he had of recurning .
to a country, where, as he exprefies himfelf in a letter
to Gay, he had paffed the bell and greateft part of bis
hife, where he bad made his friendihips, and where he
had lefr his defires.- FIe was at a time of life too, be- .
ing then i his fixtiech year, which called for retire-
ment, aud afli¢ted with diforders which impaired the
vigour of his mind, and gave himn frighcful apprehens
fions that the lols of his imental facultics would precede
the diffolution of his frame. IHe had no ambition left,
of whiclh we fiud, even in his prime, he had very litle,
except.thar of the nobleft kind, arifing from a defire of
ferving the publick, and his friends, without any mix-
ture of {clf, As his view was to make an exchange of
his preferments in Ireland, for fomething like an equi-
valent in Fngland, though not fully equal to them in
point either of dignity or income, he thought the mat~
ter might be ealily accomplifhed with but litcle intereft;
and this ke had reafon to hope wauld not be wanting,
from the many hints he had received, that the Princefs
was very defirous of bringing it to bear, With this
view he keptup a correlpondence with Mrs, Howard,
m which feveral ciwilities, in bis fingular way, paffed

to
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Fehe Prmcé?s. He fent to the former a picce of trith
ik, of a fabrick peculiar to that country, which the
_ P_r_lﬂccfs, as foon as fhe faw it, feized on for her own
‘fe, and defired that more of the fame kind might be
fent over for the Princeffes: this commiffion went to
Jim from Mrs. Howard, tdlmg him ar the ame time,
- that fhe would remit the coft, in what way he fhould
jﬂdgc fafelt: buc Swift, as he exprefles himfelf in a
lester to Lady Betty Germaine, was too gallant to hear
. of any offers of payment. He had received feveral
-accounts from his friends, that the Princels often {poke
.of him with great regard, Among others, Dr. Ar-
buthnot fays, ¢ 1 had a great deal of difcourfe with
your friend, her Royal Highnefs, She infifted upon
your wit, and good converfation. I told her Royal
Highnefs, that was not what I valued you for, butfor
-being a fincere, honeft man, and {peaking the truth,
when others were afraid of {peaking it.”

As he had nothing to detain him in Dublin, Mrs,
“Jonfon being to all appearance in a tolerable ftate of
health, he fet out for London early in March. Bug

- fitft gave notice to Mrs. Howard of his intended jour-

. ney. From the following paragraph in this lerter, we

may judge on what free tercos he lived with the Prin-
cefs, and may form fome idea of the familiar manner
of his converling with her. I defire you will order
her Royal Flighnefs to go to Richmond as {oon as the
can this Summer, becaufe fhe will have the pleafure of
my neighbourhood ; for 1 hope to be in Londen by the
tniddle of March, and I do not love you much when
you are there.”  Accordingly, on his arnival in [Lon-

don, te néver faw the Princefs ’till fhe removed to

Rickmond; of which he gives this account in a letter

to Ir. Sheridas, May 1. ¢ I have at lafl feen the

Princels twice ites weok by her own command ; fhe re-

{2 tainsg
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tains ker old civility, and I, my old fréedom.” Biit
Walpole and his party kept no farther meafures with

himy, of which he makes the following mention in the -

fame letter. < Lam in high difpleature with Walpole,
and his parrizans. A great man, who was very king
tonc lalt year, doth not take the lea® notice of me ac
the Prince’s Court, and there hath aot been one of
them to fece me.”  Perhaps the confeioufneds of the bafe
means they uled to wound s charaéter, might have
occafioned this change in their behaviour., For had the

charge laid againft him been founded, it would have _

been a molt wnaccountable caufe of quarrel to Swift on
the fide of Walpole's purtifins, that he had offered his
fervice to that purty, though its being rejeéted, might
be a jult foundation of refentment on his fice,

Swaft bad for {fome time fornsed a defign of pafling
fome months in France for the recovery of his health,
and was jalt upon the point of carrying it into execu-
tion, when the unexpected news of the King’s death
made him poitpone it.  As a roral change of meafures
was expelted to follow from this event, more fatrer-
ing profpedts were opened to him, than any he could
have in view during the lace reign.  As the Tories,
upon the breach between the late King and Prince,
were weli recelved at Tewelter-houfe, it was {up-
pofed they would no longer be profcribed as fors
merly.  Swilt, in a letter o Dr, Sheridan, June 24,
1727, gives the following view of the ftate of af.
fairs at that time. < The talk is now for a mo-
derating fcheme, wherein ne-body fhall be ufed worle
or better, for being called Whig and Tory; and
the King hath received both with areat equality,
fhewing civilitics to feveral, who ase openly known
to be the larrer, [ prevaled with a doeen, rhat we
hould go in a line to kily the King's and Queen’s

hands.
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#ﬂds We have now donc with repining, if we
1l be ufed well, and not buited as formerly ; we all
“sgree in ir, and if chings do not mend, it is not our
fules ; we have made our offers: if otherwife, we are
af we were. [tis agreed the Miniftry will be changed,
‘but the others will havf: a foft fall; althoush the ng
- muft be exceflive gencrous if lie forgives the treatment
of fome prople 1"

Q.3 in

* Swift fays, iu a lerter to Lady Botty Germaine, that on ¢his oc-
* gafion he was particularly diltinguithed by the Queen.

"t It was generally fuppoled on the accefion of the late King, that
8ir' Robert Walpole would have been tarned out of his employments
with difgrace, as it was well known that both the Prince and Princefs
hed retained trong refentments againdt him, on account of [ome parts
of his behaviour towards them, during the rupiure between the two
Courts, Accordingly on the death of the old King, fome immediate

~ proofs were given that fach was the intention. $ir Robeit was himfelf
the beaver of the tidings, and arriving i the night when the Prince
wa a bed, fent .t defirc an andience, upon bulinefs of the uvtmof
dnfequence, which would admit of no delay., The Prince refufed to
fee him, and ordered him to fend in his bafincfs.  Upon which he
“pave an account of the death of the lze Kiog, and f2id he waited
there to receive his Mujefty’s commands.  The King i)l perfided in
refufing to e him, and bade him fend Sir Spencer Compton to him
jmmediately.  Sir Robert now plainly faw his downfall had been pre-
, derermined, and haftened to Sir Spencer with humbledl tenders of his
fervu:c, begging bis proteftion, and earnefdy entreas ving that he
would frreen him from farther perfecudion.  When this ftoyy had goy
.abroad, the habitation of the lalt bipider became delfolate, and the
whole tribe of comtiers, as ufual, crowded tn the levec of the new
favourite.  ¥Yet, in rolong {pace of time afierwards, to the aflenifh.
ment of the whole world, Sic Robert was reinftated in Lis pofls, and
a_ppca.ved in as hiph favour as ever,  Varlous were the canjefieres of
the people upon the means emploved by him to fupplant his comye.
* titor, and reinftate himfelf in {ull poffefion of his prwor, wiile the
- true caufe of this furprifing change, remained afooret, and was know,
aaly ta a very few : nor has it yet been publickly divulged 1o the
- woarld.

- Soon afeer the acceflion of George the Firft, it is well known the

U]mgs divided amonp themiclves, and ilhlt luio twi parties in viclent
. ofi’u‘; i Lol



jbrowne
Rectangle


230 THE LIFE OF

In the midft of this buitle, after viewing the fiate oft
things, Swift fcems to have had by no means the famg.
[anguine ckpe&atlons that others of his party enters
tained ; for Le fays in a letter to Dr. Sheridan, July 1,

'y

1727.— Here are a thoufand fchemes wherein they

would have me espaged, which [ embraced but coldlyg
becaufe I like none of them.” And having fome re»
turn of his diforder, he once more refolved for France,_

oppoftion to tach other.  Sunderland, Stanhope, and Cadogan, were
the leaders of one fide; 'Towafliend, Walpole, Devapitire, znd the
Chaucellor, of the other, It huppened at that time that the former
were v.&urious 5 and the difcarded party, in refentment, paid their
court at Leicefter-oufe.  Walpole had thought of a particolar mea.
fure to diflvefs their epporents, which he communicated w the headsy
of Lis party ; it was approved of, and fome of them thought that the
Prince fhould be let inta 5t ; bor Walpale would by ro means agreetq
thiz, and fo his ufuid coarle way, fuid, That the Prince would com-
municate it ta his wife, and that fat a d bitch would divulge the
fecret. By fome means or other the Princels was informed of this;
and it is to be fuppofed that the impreflion which fo grofs an affrong
had nade on tiic mind of a woman, and a woman of her rank too,

was not eafily to be crafed.  Marct alta mente repofium, &c. Alterthe

necellary bulnels upon the new acceflion had been fnifhed, the affair
af the Queen’s fettlement, ju cale flic thould outlive the King, came
on the carpet, Her Majetty expeéted that it flwuld be at the rate of
1o0,000l. a year; but Sir Spencer Compion would not agree to this,
and thought Go,000l. an ample provifior, and us much as could be
propeled with any profpedt of fuccefs. While this difpuie fuhﬁﬂedl
Sir Robert Walpole found means to a zequaint the Queen privately hy
onc of his confidents, that if he were Minifter, he wonld undertake to,
fecare to her the fe.tlement fhe demanded.  Upon which the Queen
fene him back this remarkable anfwer ; ** Go el Sir Robere that the fat
a d hirch has fargwcn him.” HL was aceerdingly, foon after, by
the well-krown aicendancy which the Queen had over the King, de;

ciared ficlt Moniiter 3 and Sir Spencer Cowpron reroved to the Upper
Flanfe, with tae title of Ear! of Wilnis nEton.

"Fhis anecdote was communicated to me by the late Dr, Campbel,
who was weli knowa to have piied more o the lecret fprings of

aftion, and 1o nuve had bLelter Upportd‘ufu.a of bun;, Jnfﬁfﬂlﬁd of:
dwm, than mod wea of his time,

Buz,
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But, as he fays himfelf, he was with great vehemence
“diffuaded from it by certain perfons, whom he could not
tfobey. Thefe were Lord Bolingbroke, and Mrg
‘Howard, The former writes thus to him, in a letter.
Yure 24, 1727: ¢ There would not be common fenfe
in your going into France at this junéture, even if you
intended fo flay there long enough to draw the fole
pleafure and profit which I propofc you fhould have im-
the acquaintance I am ready to give you there, Much
kefs.ought you to think of fuch an unmeaning journey,
when the opportunity of quitting Ireland for England,
i6, 1 believe, fairly before you.” Of what paffed be-
sween him-and Mrs, Howard, he gives the following
®nt in a letrer to Lady Betey Germaine: < In afew
weeks after the King's death, 1found myfclf not well,
sndiwas refolved to take a trip to Paris for my health,
baving an opportunity of doing it with forne advantages
snd recommendations, But my friends advifed me firft
#o confult Mrs. Howard, becaufe as they knew lefs of
€ourts than I, they were ftrongly pofleiled that the pro-
mife made me might fucceed, fince a change was all I
defired. 1 wric to her for her opinion; and particu~
farly conjured her, fiace 1 had long done with Courts,
‘aot to ufe me like a Courrier, but give me ler fincere
advice, which fhe did, both in alecter, and to fome
friends, It was, By all means not to go; it would
lock fingular, and perhaps difaffe€ted; and my {riends
enlzrged upon the good intentions of the Court towards
me.” Upon this Swift gave up his intended journey,
~ and refolved to wait the iffue of the prefent conjunce
 ture; though from his Jong acquaintance with Courts,
‘and frequent difappointments, he put no great confi-
_dence in the aflurances given him., But he was {oon
obliged to alter his meafures; for being attacked with
aﬁlong and violent fit of his old complaint, and at the

Q_4 fame
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fame time receiving alaeming accounts from Ireland,:
that Mrs. Johnfon had refapled, with Litile bopes of hew
recovery, he fer out for rhar kingdom, on the firlt:
abatcinent of s illnefs.  Before his departure he took,
Teave of the Quuen in a pobte Ietter wo Mrs, Howard,
apologifing for not deing it in perfon in the following
paffoge s T am infinitely obliged to you fer all your
civihities, and (hall retain the rememibrance of them
during iy life. T hope you will favour me fo far as
to prefent my moft humble dury te the Queen, and to
delcribe to her Majefty 11y forrow, thar my diforder was
of fuch a nature, as ro miake me neapable of ateend-
ing lier, as the was pleafed to permit me. 1 fhall pals
the yeminder of my Iife with the ynnoft graritude for
her Majulty’s favours,” &c, '

On s arrival in Dublin he found Mrs, Johnfon in
the laik ftage of a decay, withont the finallelt hope of
her recovery  He had the mifery of attending her in
this flate, and of daily fecing the graduzl advances of
death during four or five months; and in the month of
January he was deprived, as he imfelf exprefles it, of
the tryelt, molt virtuous, and valuable friend, that he,
or perhaps any other perfon was ever blcffed wich. Such
a lofs at his uime of life wasrreparable. She had been

rained by hum from ber childhood, and had Dbeen his
coaftans companion for five-and-thirty years, with every
merit towards him that it was poflible for ope human
creature to have towands another,  Flis whole plan of
[ife wis now changed, and with it all his domeftic com-
forts vauthed,  “I'he only chance he could have had of
emjoying the remainder of his days with any fatisfac.
tion, wauld have been the carrying inro execution his
propofed temoval to kngland, ro live among his old
friends; but he foon found that all expectations from
that quarter were at an tad.  In this korlorn ftate he

found
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. fmnd himfelf doomed to pafs the remmnant of his life
"0 exile, in 2 country which was one of the laft he
. would have chofen for his abode. But his {pirit was
- %0 great to give way to defpondence; and deprived as
" hewas of the chicf comforts which might alleviate the
» evils attendant on encreafing years; difappointed in
:'_'*thc-only view which could make him louk forward with
- Wopes of any fatisfaction or erjoyment to himfelf; he
- furned his thoughts wholly to the good and happinels
of others, With this view he entered more carneftly .
-into a twofold fcene of altion: one with regard to the
: 'pub_lic at large ; the other, with relpedt to private indi-
viduals. In the former, out of comypallion to the
Mindnels 2nd infaruation of the people, he laid open,
in'a variety of publications, the chief fources of the
~ diftreffes and miferies undee which that unhappy coun-
try laboured ; at the fame time pointing out the mears
by which they might be alleviated, or removed, In
the lateer, he increafed his attention to fome of the befk
planded, and beft conduéted chanties, that ever werc
fupported from a private pur{e. In this refpeét, there
probably was no man in the Britifh dominions, who ei-
ther gave fo much in proportion to his fortune, or dif-
pofed of it to fuch advantage, From the time he was
out of debt, after his fettlement at the deanery, he di-
. vided his income mnto three equal (hares. One of
thefe he appropriated to his own immediate fupporr,
and his domeflic expences; which, in thofc cheap
times, with the aid of &riét ceconomy, enabled him to
live in a manner perfeétly agreeable 1o his own ideas,
and not unfuitable to his rank. The fecond he laid up
as a provilion againft the accidents of life, and ulti-
mately with a view to a charitable foundation at his
death. And the third, he conftanty difpofed of in
charities to the poor, and liberalities to the diftrefled.
: Ag
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As he fought out proper obje(ts for this, with grea§
caution and attention, trulling Tittle to the reprefentas .
tion of others, but {ceing every thing with his owm. :
eyes, perhaps no equal fum difpoled of in that way wag
ever produdlive bf fo much good. There was one fpes
cies of charity firlt firuck out by him, which was at- "
tended with the greateft benefit to nnmbers of the lowefk ﬁ
clafs of tradefinen. Soon after he was out of debty
the firft five bundred pounds which he could call his
own, he lent out to poor induftrious tradefinen in fmall
fums of five, and ten pounds, to be repzid weekly, 3t
two or four fhiliings, without intcreft, As. the (ums
thus weekly paid 1, were lent out again to others ac 3
particular day in cach month, this quick circulation
doubled the benefit arifing from the original fum, In -
order to infure this fund from diminution, he laid it
down 25 a rule that none fhould be partakers of ir, wha |
could not give good lecurity for the regular repaymeng
of it in the manner propoled: for ic was a maximy
with hin, that any one known by his ncighbours tobe
an honeft, fober, and induflrious man, would rcad'ily .
find fuch fecurity ; while the 1dle and diflfolute would
by this means be excluded.  Nor did they who entered
into fuch fecurittes run any great rifque; for if che bore
rowcr was not punctual in his weeldy payments, immes
diate notice of it was fent to them, who obliged him
to be more punétual for the future, Thus did this fund
continue undiminifhed to the laft; and fimall as the
{pring was, yer, by continual Howing, it watered and
enriched the humble vale through which it ran, fil
extending and widening it’s courfe. I have been well
affured from different quarters, that many families in
Dublin, now living in great credit, owed the founda-
tion of their fortunes, to the fums firft borrowed {rom
this fund.

His
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='His reputation for wifdom and integrity was fo great,

.-tliat he was confulted by the feveral corporations in all

~ matters relative to trade, and chofen umpire of any
 differences among them, nor was there ever any appeal

¢ from his fentence. In a city where the police was per-

. haps on a worfe footing than that of any in Europe, he
" ji 2 great meafure {upplicd the deficiency, by his own -
--perfonal authority, taking notice of all public nuifan-
" ces, and feeing them removed.  Fe affumed the office
 of Cenfor General, which he rendered as formidable as
" that of ancient Rome. In fhort, what by the acknow-
* Jedged fuperiority of his talents, his inflexible integrity,

and his unwearied endeavours in ferving the public, he

- pbtained fuch an afcendancy aver his countrymen, as
" perhaps no private citizen ever attained in any age or
" gountry. Fle was known over the whole kingdom by
~fhe'title of Tue Deaw, given to him by way of pre-
. gminence, as it were by common confent; and when
" Tue Dean was mentioned, it always carricd with it the

idea of the firt and greateft man in the kingdom, Taz
Pean faid this; Tue pran did that; whatever he faid
pr did was received as infallibly right; with the fame

degree of implicit credit given to it, as was paid to the

Stagyrite of old, or to the modern Popcs, We may
j'udge of the greatnefs of his influence, from a paflagc
in a letcer of Lord Carteret to him, March 24, 1732,
who was at that time Chief Governor of Ireland;, 1
know by experience how much the City of Dublin

- thinks itfelf under your protetion; and how ftriftly

they ufed to obey all orders fulminated from the fove-
reignty of St. Patrick’s.”  And in the poftfcript to an-
other of March 24, 1736, he fays, ¢ When people aflk
me how I governed Ireland? I fay, that I pleafed Dr.

Swift."
But great as his popularity was, it was chiefly con-
fined to the middling, and lower clals of mankind, To
' the
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the former of thefe his chief applications were made,
upon a maxim of his own, “ That tle hitde virtue left’
in the world, is chiefly to be found anmong the middle
ranl of mankind, who are neitljer allured out of her,
paths by ambition, nor driven by poverty.” '

All of this clafs he had fecured almoft to 2 man,
And by the lower ranks, and rabble in geacral, he was’
reverenced almoft to adoration. They were poffefled
with an enthufiaftic love to his perfon, to protet which
they would readily hazard their Jives; yer on his ap-
pearance among them, they fely fumclhing like a relj-.
gious awe, asif in the prefence of one of a {fupertor’
order of beings. At the very fight of him, when ene’
geged inany riotous proceedings, they would inftantdy”
v different ways, like fehool-boys at the approach of
their mafter; and he has been often known, with a
word, and lfting up his arm, to difperfe mobs, that
would have ftoed the brunt of the Civil and Military
power vuited,

As to the upper clafs of nankind, he looked upon
them as wncorrigible, and therefore had fearce any in-
tercourfe with them,  Jfe fays himfelf, that he had
Yirele perfonal acquaintance with any Lord Spiritval or
Temporal in the kingdom; and he confidered the
Rlembers of the Houfe of Commors in general, as a
fet of veual proftituees, who facrificed their principles,
and tetrayed the interefts of their country, to gratify
their ambition or avarice.  With thefe he fived in a
continued flate of warfare, paxing them {eel feverely
the fharp [l'ings of his fat}-'r; while they, on the other
band, dreading, and therefore hating him wmore than
any man in the world, endeavoured o retaliate on him
by cvery fpecies of cbloquy.

Luring this period, Lis faculties do not feem to have
Buea at all impaired by the near approaches of old age,

and
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~and his poetical fountain, though not fo exuberant as:
formerly, ftill flowed in as clear and pure a (lream.
i{)nc‘ of his laft Pieces, Verfes on his awn Death, is per-
. haps one of the molt excellent of his compoflitions ta
g_, ‘that way. Nor are two of his other productions, writ-
. ten about the fame time, entitled, “ An Fpiftle o a
Tady;” and « A Rhaplody on Poetry,” inferior to any
:.('}f his former Pieces. The two laft were written chiefly
with a view to gratify his refentmeat to the Court, on
account of fome unworthy treatmient he met with from
© that quarter. We have already {een, by what extraor-
_ tdinary advances on her part, he was allured o pay ks
- :a.'ttcndancc on the Princefs, during his two lalt vifizs to
" Eogland ; and the feamingly well founded cxpectations
“'af his friends, that {ome marks of royal favour would
+ 'be thewn him, both from the uncounnonly good re-
.ception he had always met with, and the many afly-
rances given to that effect,  Buart from the time that the
‘Princefs mounted the throne, all this was forgot. Nor
was this productive of any difappointment to Swilt,
who had been too converfant with Cowrts, aot to luox
ypon the moft favourable appearances there, with dii-
truft,  Accordingly oo bis Taft verurn to Treland, find-
ing himfelf o utterly negleéted by the Queen, as not
even to receive iome medals which flie had promiled
him, he gave up all hopes of that kind, and remained
in a ftate of perfedt indifference with regard toin. - Bug,
. when hic found that his enemies had been bafy, nlii-
Jing into the royal ear many prequdices agmnl him, hie
entered upon lis defence with his ufual fpinn. Among
other artifices ainployed to leffen him Ia her Majefty.,

eftcen, there wore three forged letters delivered to the
Queen figned with his nawme, written upon a very ab-
furd fubjed, and in a very unbecoming tyle, which fne
cither did, or alfeéted to believe to be genune, Swift

3 had
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had notice of this from his friend Pope, who ‘prea
cured one of the original letters from the Countefs
of Suftolk, formerly Mrs. Howard, and fent it to him.
In his indignant anfwer to Pope on this occafion, he has
the following paflages.  ** As for thofe three letters you
snention, fuppofed all to be written by me ta the Queen,
on Mrs. Barber’s account, cipecially the letter which
bears my name; I canonly fay, that the apprehenfions
one may be apt to have of a friend’s doing a foolith
thing, is an effe@ of kindnefs: and God knows who i3
free from playing the fool fometime or other. Butin
fuch a degree as to write to the Queen, who has ufed
nie ill wichout any caufe, and to write in fuch a man-
ner as the letter you fent me, and in fuch a ftyle, and
1o hive fo much zeal for one almoft a franger, and td
make fuch a defeription of a woman, as to prefer her.
before all mankind ; and to inftance it as one of the
greatelt grievances of Ireland, that her MajeRy has
uor encouraged Mrs. Barber, a woollen draper’s wife
declined in the world, becaufe the has 2 knack of verfi-
fying; was to fuppolt, or fear, a folly fo tranfcendent,
thac no man could be guilty of, who was not fit for Bed-
latn, You know the letter you fent inclofed is not my
hand, and why Ifhould difguife my hand, and yec Giga
iny nane, 1s unaccountable. If the Queen had not an
inchination o think Ul of me, fhe knows me too well
to believe in her own heart thae I fhould be fuch a cox-
comb,” &,

In Lis letter to Mrs. Howard, then Countefs of Suf-
folk, he fays, <1 find from feveral inftances that 1 am
under the Queen's difpleafure; and as it is vfual among
Princes, without any manner of reafon. 1 am told,
there viere three letters {ent to her Majefty in relation
to one Mrs. Barber, who is now in London, and foli-
citing for a Jubfciiption to her poems.  Ie {eems, the

Queen
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.Rugen thinks that thefe letters were written by me;
“god I fcorn to defend myiclf even ta her Majefty,
~grounding my fcorn upon the opinion ¥ had of her
“falice, her tafte, and good fenfe: efpecially when the
daft of thofe letters, whercof I have juft received the
“eriginal from Mr. Pope, was figned with my name :
wad why I fhould difguife my hand, which you know
mery well, and yet write my name, is both ridicaiouns
wnd unaccountable. I am fenfible 1 owe a great deat
of this ufage to Sir Robert Walpole,” &%, In this,
43 well as many other paflages of his letters at that
time, we fee he attributes the ill offices donc him with
the Queen, chiefly to Walpole ; and accordingly he
determined to kecp no farther meafures with him, but
gave foll fcope to his refentment, in thofe Poems, as
well as feveral other Pieces publifhed afterwards,  Up-
o the firft appearance of the two Poems, entided An
Epiftle co a Lady, and A Rhaplody cn Poetry, Wal:
pole was exalperated 1o the higheft degree. The edi-
tor, printer, and publifhers, were all taken up, and
- profecutions commenced againft them.  As he had full
-proof thar Swift was the author, in his firft tranfpore
of paffion, he determined to get him into his clucches,
and wreak his chief vengeance on him *.  With this

® Thefe poews were fent to Mrs. Barber, then in [ondon, by one
Pitkington, in order that {he might make what advantage fhe could
by the fzle of them, being 2 womun of werit, rather in diftreffed cir-
cuntfiances. This Pilkingron at the jame time caried letters of
recommendation from Swiit o Aldceman Raber, Lerd Mayor efoct,

‘by whem, in conliguence of iach recommendot on, he was
‘City Chaplain. Yet this man had the batenels ta ria o
againft his patron and bencflor, an che swidor wnd A
as the editor: whe theeapon e cond

houfe of a King's Mefltag- 1.
tlemen of the losg Re
eoild come wndor the !
punithmens, the andive

-dropt.
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view he had ordercd a warrant to be made ot by thy
Secretary of State, for apprehending Swift, and bringe
ing him over to be tricd in London.  The meffenger
was 1n waiting ready to be difpatched on this errand,
when luckily a friend of Walpole's, who was better ac=
quainted with the ftaze of Ireland, and the high venes
ration in which the Dean was held there, accidentally
entered, and upon enquiry, being informed of his pur-
pofe, coolly afked him what army was to accompany
the meflenszer, and whether he had at that cime ten
thoufand men o fpare, for he could aflure him no lefs
a number would be able to bring the Drapler out of the
kingdom by force. Upon this Walpole recovered his-
fenfes, and luckily for the Meflenger, as well as hims
felf, dropped the defign. For had the poor fellow ar-
rived in Dublin, and attempried to exccute his com»
miflion, he would moft aflurcdly have been immedis
ately hanged by the mob: and this might haveinvolved
the two countrics in a contelt, which it was by no means
the intereft of a Minifter to engage in.

But, whatever gratification it might have been to his
ambitious {pirit, to fec himfelf raited by the voluntary
fuffrages of his countrymen, to a rank beyond the power
of Monarchs to beflow ; to find himiclf confidered by alt
as the firft man in the realnr; the general objeét of vene.
ration o all who wilhed well to their countsy, and of
dread to thofc who betrayed Its interefls; yet he was far
from being at all facisfed with his firvation.  The load
of oppreffion under which Ireland groaned, from the ty-
rannic fyflem of government over that country, eftablifh-
cd by the fulle polirics of England 5 the bafe corruption
of fome of the principal natives, who iacrificed the pub-
lick interefts to their private views ; the fupinenefs of o
thers anifing from delpondency ; the general infatvation
of the richer fers, 1 adopting certain modes and cuftoms

10
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" W'the 1aft degree ruinous to theit country 5 together with
“the miferies of the poor, and the univerfal face of penury
. aud dittrefs that overfpread a kingdom, on which nature
¢ had feattercd her bounties with a lavifh hand, asd which
- properly ufed, mizht have rendered it one of the hap-
. pieft regions in the woild : all thefe 2a&ted as perpetual
corrofives to the free ard generous fpivic of Switt, and
kepe him from poffeffing lis foal in peace.  We have
many inftances in his letters. written ar that time, of the
violent itritation of his mind on thele accounts.  In ene
of thém he fays, © I fnd mylell difpofed every year, or
_rather every month,  be more angry and revengeful g
and my rage 18 10 ignoble; thar it defeends even to re-
fent the folly and bafenels of the enflaved peeple amanyg
whom I live.”  And in the fanse letter to Lord Boling-

" broke, he fays, ¢ But you think, as 1 ought to II'mL,
that it is time for me to have dope with the world; and
fo 1 would, if I could getinto 2 berer, before 1 was
calied into the belt, and not dic here in a rage, like a
poifoned rat in a hole.”  In ote to Pope, fpeaking of bis
fetters, he fiys; © None of them have any thing to do
with party; of whicl you are the eleareft of all men, by
your refigion, and the whele tenor of your life: while I
am raging every moment agaialt the corruptions In both
klngdoms, efpecially of thisy fuch is my weaknels:  And
in one to Dr. Sheridan, when ke feemed under the domi-
pion of a morc than ordinary ft of his fpleen, he rtells
him that he had joft finithed s will, in whick he hatdres
“quelted that the Dottor weuld atrend his body to Hely-
head to fe it interreid there, for, fays hey, 1 will not lie
fa country of ﬂwcn This habit of mind grew vocn
him immediaiely atter the lofs of the amiable Spella,
whofe lenicnt hand ufed to pour the halm of friendthip on
his wounded {piric. ' Wiih her vanifhed a1l bis domeitic
erjoyments, and of courfe he turned his 1mn'rI.L:, more
: R )
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to publick affuirs; in the contemplation of which, he
cozld fee nothing bur what ferved to increafe the malady.:
The advances of old-age, with allits attendant infirmities 3
the death of almoft al! his old friends ; the frequent re-
turns of his meft dilpinting maladics, deafnefs and gid.
dinefs; and above all, the dreadful apprehenfions that he
fhould outlive his underflanding, * made life fuch a bur-
den to him, that he had no hope left but in a {peedy dif-
folution, whach was the object of his daily prayer to the-
Almighty. :

About the year 1736, his memory was greatly im-
paired, and his other faculties of imagination and intels
leét decayed, in proportion as the flores from which they
were fupplied diminithed.  When the underftanding was
. fhaken from its fear, and reafom had given up the reins,

the irafcible pafions, which at all times he had found,
difficult to be kept within due bounds,. now raged with-
out controul, and imade him a worment to himielf, and to
all who were about iim.  An unufually long fc of deaf-
pels, atrended with giddinefs, which la&ed almolt a year,
had difqualified him whollv for converfation, and made
him lole all relith for ﬁ,uuy.. Confcious of his fituation;
he was httle defirous of feeing any of his old friends and
eompanions, and they were as little folicitous to vifie himy
in that deplorabie ftate.  He could now no longer amufe
himfell’ with writing; and a refolution he had formed of
never wearing {pectacles, to which he obflinately adhered,
prevented him from reading.  Without employment,
without amuitments of any kind, thus did his time pafs

* Dr. Young has recorded an inflance of thts, where he velates,
thet walking out with Switt and forme others about o mile from Dab.
lin, he fuddenly mifled the Dean, who had faid behind the reit of the
company.. [e twrned back In order o know the cecafion of it and’
found Swift at-forne diftunce garing intently at the wop of a lofiy-elm,
whole head had been blutted 5 upon Young’s approach he painted o it.e
faging, < 1 ihall be like that tree, 1 Mall die Gell at the sop:™

3 heavﬂg
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imm]y along; not one white day in the Calendat, not
one haur of comfort, nor did even a ray of hope pierce
,l':hi'ough the gloom. The flute of his mind is ftrongly
pitured in a ketter to Mis. Whiteway. ¢ I have beea
very miferable all pight, and to-day extremely deaf and
full of pain. 1 am fo ftupid and confounded; that I can-
not exprefs the mortificacon I am undet toth in body
gl mind.  All I can fay is, that [ am not in torwsre
but [ daily arid hourly expeét it. Pray let me kisow how
your health is, and your famiy. [ hardly underttand
vne word I write. T am fure my days will be very few
few and miferable they muft be. 1 am for thole few
tays, _
If 1'do not blunder, it is Saturday,  Yours eatirely,
July 26, 1740. J. Swarr,
Not long after the date of this letter, his underftand.
ing fatled to fueh a degree, that it was found neceflary o
have guardians legally appointzd fo tzhe care of his per-
fon and eftate. ‘This was followed by a fir of Tunacy;
which continued forme months, and then he funk into a
- ftate of idiocy, whicl lufted to hiz death,  He died Oc-
tober 29; 1745:
The beliaviour of the citizens on this otealion, eave
. the frrongeft proof of the decp impreffion he had made
. on their minds. ~ Though he had Leen; for o many years;
to all intents and purpofes dead to the world, and his de-
parture from that ftate feemed a thing rather to be with-
&d than deplored, yet no fooner was his death announced;
than the citizens gathered from all quarters, and forced
their way in crowds into the houfe, w pay the laft tribué
of grief to thieir departed benefactor,  Nething but la-
mentativhs were heard all arcund the guurter where lie
lived, as if he bad been cut off in the vigeur of his vears,
Happy were they who firft got into the chamorr where
he lay, to procure; by bribes to the fervants, locks of his
R _ ~ hair,

::..' '
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hair, to b handed down as (acred relicks to their poftes

rity.*  And (o cager were numbers to obtain at any price
this precious memorial, that in lefs than an hour, his
venerable head was entirely firipped of all its filver orna-
ments, fo that not a hair remained.  [le was butied n
the moft private manner, according to dire¢tions in his
will, in the great aifle of St Patrick’s Cathedral, and by
way of monument, a {lab of black marble was placed
againft the wall, on which was engraved the following
Latin Epitaph, written by himfelf,

Hic depolitum eft corpus
JonaTnaw Swarr, S. T. P,
Hujus Ecclefie Cathedralis
. DPecani :

Ubi fzeva indignatio
Ulterius cor lacerare nequit..
Abi, viator,

Lt imitare, [ poteris,,
Strenuem pro virili Iibertatis vindicens.
Obiit anno (1745)
Menfis (Octobris). die (19)
Aitatis anno (78.)

Cada

SECTION VL
Praivare Mrauorrs of SwirT,

I1LAVING now condufted Swift from his cradle w6
fils grave, and preiented to view, in a repular feries, the
moft remarkable fcenes of fis publick Life ; 1 have pur«

* Vea bey a hair of him for memory,
And dying mention it within thelr willsy
Boaguewiiiow IF 4y 1 130
Bequeathioy it as a rich legacy. ) _ _
Lo their ailie, SHARESPEART,.

polety
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pofely referved to this place the greater part of fuch Pri-
- ¥ate. Memoirs, as were not meant to meet the pubhcl«:
©ye, in order that T might arrange them alio in an unine
terrupted train, Nollnng has more excited the curiofity
of mankind at all times, than that defire which prevails
of prying into the fecret adtions of great and illuftrious
charallers ; arifing in fome, from a tos general fpirit of
~ envy, which hopes to find fomething in their private con.
duct that may fully the luftre of their publick fame, and
fo bring them down more to a level with themfelves:
and in others, of a more candid dlfpoﬁnon, that they
might form right ]udo-mente of their real charalters; as
too many, like altors in a theatre, only affume one when
they appear on the ftage of the world, which they put off,
together with their robes and phumes, when retired to the
drefling room.  But as the readers of the former fort, are
infinitely more numerous, in order to gratify their tafle,
s well, perhaps, as their own congenial dlfpoﬁuon, the
Writers of fuch Memoirs are too apt to lean to the male-
- volent {ide, and deal rather in the more faleable commo-
dity of obloquy and fcandal, high feafoned o the tafte of
vitiated palates, than in the milder and more infipid food
of truth and panegyric.  Many have been the mifrepre-
fentations made of Swift, from this uncharitable fpirit;
and though moft of them have been proved to be fuch
by his defenders, yet there are feveral {iill left in a ftate
of doubt and uncertainty, through the want of proper in-
formation. Among thefe there is no article about which -
.the world is {11t Jeft fo much in the dark, as his amours,
© A fubjedt, which, in ont of his fingular charalter, i3
more likely to excite curiofity than any other. We
know there were twa ladies, reprefented by him as the
moft accomplithed of their fex, adorned with all the
charms and graces, both of perfan and mind, that mighs
. ?gnetratc the moft obdurate breaft, whofe hearts were
Rg3. wholly
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wholly devated to him. We know too that he had a juf}
fenfe of their value, that he lived on terms of the clofef
friendthip with both, but it does not appear that he evct
made a {yitable return of love 1o either.

As his conduct towards thele two celebrated ladies,
Stella and Vanefls, feems to be wrapped up in the dark-
eft fhades of any part of his hiltory, and has given rife f0
various conjectures, ‘which yer have produced no fatis,
factory folution of the doubgs which it has occafioned 3 |
fhall endeavour, by colleting fome fcattered rays from
different parts of his Works, and adding other lights
which have come te my knowledge, to difperfe the myf:
rerious gloom with which this fubject feems to have beent
jnveloped, and put the whole in a clear point of view,
In order to this, it will be neceffary, in the firft place,
1o form 2 judgment how Swift flood affected towards the
female fex, either from conflitution, or reflection. With
regard to the former, he feems to have been of a ver
cold hubi it, and little fpuired on by any impulfe of defire:
and as to the latrer, he appears in the early part of his
Jife to have had Lictle inclination to enter into the married
ftate, and afterwards to have had a fixed diflike to it
" His fentiments on this head are fully dii‘playcd in the
following letter to a kinfmap of Im, written in the 24rh
year of his age.

To the Revd, Mr. Jouw Kexparz, e *

S1R, ' February 11, 1691,

¢ Ir any thing made me wonder at your letter, it was
your almoft inviting me to do {o in the beginning, which-
indeed grew lefs upon knowing the occafion, fince it is
what I have hLeard from more than one, in and about

* Vicay of Thornton in Leiceflerflire, Dy, Swift was at this time
with 8ir William Te; npie, at Sheen.

Leicefter,
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Lclceﬂ'er. And for the friendthip between us, as I fup-
- "pole your's to be real, 10 | think iz would bc proper o
dmagine mine, undl you find any caufe to believe it pre-
tended 3 though I might have fome quarrel ar you in
Ahree or four lines, which are very ill beftowed in com-
plimenting me.  And as to rhat of my great profpeds
of making my fortune, on which as your kindue§s only
tooks gn the beft fide, fo my own cold temper, and un-
- confined humour, is 2 much greater hindrance than any
“fear of that which is the fubject of your lezter. I thall
fpeak plainly to you, chat the very ordinary obfervations
-] made with poing half a mile beyond the Univerfity,
Jbave taught me experience enough not to think of mar.
- siage gll 1 fettle my fortune in the world, which 1 am
ure will not be in fome years ; and even then itfelf, [ am
‘4o hard to pleafe, that 1 fuppofe 1 fhall pue it off to the
‘other world. How all that fuits with my behaviour to
the woman in band, you may eafily imagine, when you
~know there is fomething in me which muft be employed ;
-and when [ am alone tums all, for want of pradtice, into
fpeculation and thoughts infomuch, that thefe feven
weeks I have been here, I have writ and burnt, and writ
agaia upon all manner of fubjelts, more than perhaps
apy man in England. And this is it which a petfon of
great honour in Ireland (wha was pleafed to foop fo low
as 10 look into my mind) ufed to tell me, that my mind
‘was like a conjured fpirit, that would do mifchiel i
would not pgive it employment. It is this humow: -hat
makes me fo Lufy, when 1 am in company, to twrn all
that way; and fince it commonly ends ia talk, whether
it be love, or converfation, it is z) alike. This is fo
common, that I could remember twenty women in my
life, to whom I have behaved myfelf juft the fame way;
and, 1 profefs, without any other defign than that of
;ntcrtammg myfelf when 1am very 1dle ot when fome-
R 4 thing
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thing goes amifs in my affairs.  This 1 always l'la\ée'duni
as @ man of the world, when I had ng defign far any
thing grave in it, and what [ thought at worft 2 harmlefg -
impertinence ; but, whenever I ht‘pln to take fober re-
folutions, or, as how, to think uf enteting into the
church, I neyer found it would be hard to put off this -
king of folly at the porch, Befides, perhaps, in fo ges.
neral a converfation among that ftf(; T might prctend g .
litte to underftand whcn_ I am when I am colng tQ
choof: for a wife: and, though the cunning (harper of
the town may have a cheat pur on him, yet ic maft be
cleanlicr carried than this, which you thick I am gomg
fo fop upon mylelf.  And teuly, if you knew how meta-
phyfcal 1 am that way, you would ltle fear 1 fhould
venture on one who has given o much occafion ta
tongucs ; for, though the people is a lying fort of beaft
(and I think in Leicefter above all parts thae T was in}-
yet they feldora talk without fome glimple of a reafon,
‘which 1 declare (o unpardonably jealous 1 am) to be a
{ufficient caufe for e 1o hate any woman. any farther
than a bare acquaintance.  Among all the young Gentle-
men that [ have known, who have ruined themlelves by
marrying (which 1 affure you is a great number) I have
made this general rule, that they are either young, raw,
and ignorant [khelars, whe, for want of knowing com-
pany, believe every filk petticoat includes an angel; or
elfc thefe have been a fort of honelt young men, wha
perhaps are too literal in rather marrying than burning,
and cntail a mifery on themfelves and pofterity, by an
over-acting modelty, I think I am very far cxcluded
from hﬂmr* under either of thefe heads, I confels T have
known one or two men of fenfe enough, who, inclined to
$|Qlla, s, have married and ruined lhtmfc]vcs out of a
mugwot 3 but a thoofand houfhold thoughts, which al-
ways drive mattimony out of my mind whepever it
o ' chances
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fhances to come there, will, I am fure, fright me from
ghav; belide thar, I am naturally temperate, and never
gnpaced in the eontrary, which ufually produces thofe
- pffelts.  Your hints at particular flories I do not under-
ftand; and having never heard them but fo hinted,
thought it proper to give you this, to thew yon how I
thank you for your regard of me; and 1 hope my car-
p ‘riage will be fuch as that my friends need not be athamed
Lk the name. [ fhould not have behaved myfelf after
‘- ‘that manner [ did in chceﬂer, if 1 had not valued my
owr entertainment, beyond the obloquy of a parcel of
very wretched fools, which I folemnly pronounce the in-
habitants of Leicefter to be, and fo I content myfelf with
retaliation. I hope you will forgive this trouble; and
fo, with my fervice to your good wife, I am, good
Eoufin, '
- Your very affeftionate friend and fervant,
J. SwirFT,

© "This letter was an anfwer to one from Mr, Kendall,
jn which he informs him of the reports fpread at Leicefter
‘that he had paid ferious addrefles there to an unworthy
phie&, and which Swift therefore thought required this
explicit anfiwer ®,  Here we fee that he had no other idea
of gallantry thh the fex, than what ferved for mere a-.
‘mufement 5 that he had rather a dread of matrimony,

- ® Swift makes the following mention of this affair in 2 letter to
Mr, Worral, written on a particular occafion in the year 1728-g —
#¢ When I went a lad to my mother, after the Revolution, fhe brought
me acquainted with a family, where theye was a daughter, withwhom
Iwas acquainted. My prudent mother was afraid I fhould be in love
with her; but when I went to London, fhe married an inn keeper ia
Loughborough, in that county, This woman (imy miftiels with a
pox} left Yeveryl children who ure 2ll dead Eut one daughier, Aunt by
pame,’ &c.
© What foijows Is immaterial to the prefent fuljedh,

and
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and that he had never engaged in illicit amours, from-
which he claims no mertr, but imputes it to his being -
waturally of a temperate conftitutios. This ingenuous let.
ter, written at the moit vigorous time of life, will ferve
a5 a clue to his conduét towards women ever after, -
The only inftance that appears of his having any fefi
ous thoughts of matrimony, was with regard to a Mifs
‘Waryng, a Lady of the North of Ircland, poflefled of a
moverate fortune,  The circumitances of that affair ape.
1aid open in the following letter to that Lady, written by
Swift in the year 1700, when he was in his 33d year,

Madam, Dublin, May 4, 1700, -
« [ AM extremely concerned at the account you give
of your health; for my uncle told me he found you in
appearance better than you had been in fome years, and
¥ was in hopes you, had flill continued fo.  God forbid §
thould ever be the occalion of creating more troubles to
you, as you feem to intimate I The letrer you defired me
to anfwer, [ have frequently rcad, and thoughe | had re.
plied to every part of it that required it; however, fince
you are pleafed to repeat thofe partculars wherdin you
“delired fatisfaction, 1 fhall endeavour to give it you as
well as [ am able.  You would know what gave my tem- -
per that fudden turn, as to alter the ftile of my letters *
fince I lalt came over. If there has been that alteration
you obferve, I have told you the caufe abundance of
times. 1 had ufed a thoufand endeavours and arguments,
0 get you from the company and place you are in 3 both '
on the account of your health and humour, which [
thought were likely to fuffer very much in fuch an air,
and before {uch examples. Al 1 had in anfwer from vou,
was nothing but a grear deal of arguing, and fometimes
an afhle fo very imperious, as I thought might havebeen
fpared, when I refleCted how much you had been in the
' wrong,
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‘wrong. . The other thing you would know is, whether
.this change of flile be owing to the thoughts of a new mif-
grefs. 1 declare, upon the word of a Chriftian and a Gen-
tleman, it is not; neither had I ever thoughts of being
married to any other perfon but youtfelf, 1 had ever an
ppinion that you had a grear fweemefs of nature and hu-
mour ; and whatever appeared to the contrary, I looked
hpon it only as a thing put on 2s neceffary before a lovers
but 1 have fince obferved in abundance of your letters
fuch marks of a fevere indifference, that I began to think
it was hardly poflible for one of my few good qualities to
pleafe you, I never knew any 1o hard to be worked up-
en, even in matters where the intercft and concern are
entirely your own ; all which, I fay, paffed ealily while
we were in the ftate of formalities and ceremony; but,
fince that, there is no other way of accounting for this
uvatraltable bebaviour in you, but by imputing it 0 a
want of common efteemn and friendfhip for me.
¢ When I defired an account of your fo:tune, 1 had
no fuch defign as you pretend to imagine, I have told
you many a time, that in England it was in the power
of any young fellow of common fenfe, to get a larger
fortune than ever you pretended to. 1 afked, in order
to confider whether it were fufficient, with the help of
my poor income, to make one of your humour cafy in
e married ftate. I think it comes to almoft a hundred
pounds a year; and I think at the fame time that no
young woman in the world, of the fame income, would
gwindle away their health and life in {uch a fink, and
among [uch family converfation ; neither have all your
letters been once able to perfuade that you have the
Jealt value for me, becaufe you fo jittle regarded what
] {0 often faid upon that matter. The difinal account
you fay I have given of my livings, I can affure you to
be 3 true onc; and, fince it is a difmal one even in
your
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your own opinion, you can beit draw confcquenc:!
from it.  The place where Dr. Bolton lived is upon 4
tiving which he keeps with the Deanery; but the place
of refidence for that they have given him, s within a.
mile of a town called Trm, twenty miles from Trences
and there is no other way, but to hire a houfe at Trim,
or build one on the fpot : the firft is hardly to be done,
and the other I am too poor to perferm at prefent. For
coming down to Belfaft, it is what I cannot yet think
of, my attendance is 1o clofe, and [e much required of
me; but our government fits very Ioole, and T believe
will change in a few months; whether our part will ©
partake in the change, 1 know net, though 1 am very
apt to believe it; and then I fhall be at leifure for a
ihort journey. But I hope your other friends, more
powerful than I, will before that time perfuade you
from the place where you are, 1 deflire my fervice to
your mother, in return for her remembrance; but for
any other dealings that way, I entreat your pardon;
and 1 think I have more caufe to refent your defires of
me in that cafe, than you have to be angry at my refu-
fals. 1f you like fuch company and conduét, much
good do you with them ! My education has been other-
wile. My uncle Adam aflked me one day in private,
2s by dire@ion, what my deligns were in relation to
you, becaufe it might be a hindrance to you if I did
not proceed.  The anfwer I gave him {which [ fuppofe,
ke has fent you) was to thiseffe€t: < That I hoped 1
wzs no hindrance to you; becaufe the reafon vou urged
againlt a union with mie was drawn from indifpofitien,
which fHll continued 5 chat you alfo thought my fot-
rune not [odicient, which is neither at prefent in a con-
dition to offer you: That, if your heatth and my for-
zune were as they oughr, T would prefer you above all -
yous fex; bug thar, in the prefent condition of bath, |
) thonght
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thaught it was againlt your opinion, and would cer-
Ia*nly make you unhappy : that, had yeu any other of-
fers which your friends or yourlelf shought mere to
your advaatage, | fhould think 1 were very unjult to
bc an ob&acle in your way.” Now for what concerns
my fortune, you have anfwered it, defire, therefore,
you will let me know if vour health be otherwife than
" itwas when you told me the Doftors adviied you againt
_iriarriage, ‘as what would certainly hazard your life,
“Are they or you grown of another opinion in this par-
ticular? Are you in a condition to manage domeltic
affairs, with an income of lefs (perhaps) than three
. _hundrcd pounds a year? Have you fuch an inclination
" tomy perfon and humour, as to comnply with my de-
fires and way of living, and endeavour to make us both
as happy as you can ? Will you be ready 1o engage in
«thofe methods I fhall direct for the improvemcent of your
miod, fo as to make us entertaining company for each o-

ther, without being miferable when we arc neithes vific
ing nor vilited ¥ Can you bend yourlove and efteem and
indifference to others the fame way as 1 do mine ? Shall
I have {o much power in your heart, or you fo much go-
vernment of your patlions, as to grow in good humour
upon my approach, though provoled by a—? Have
you fo much good-nature as to endeavour by foflt words
to {mooth any rogged humour occafioned by the crofs
accidents of lifc? Shall the place wherever your hui-
band is thrown, be wore welcome than courts and cities.
without hin1? In fhare, thefe are fone of the neceffary
methods to pleale men, who, like me, are deep read
in the world; and o a perfon thus made, 1 thould be
provd in giving all due returns toward making her
happy. Thefe are the queftions 1 have always refolved
ko propofe to her with whom I meant to p'tfs my life;
and whenever you can Leartily anfwer them in the af+
v firmative,
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firmative, 1 fhall be blefled to have you in my arms)
without regarding whether your perfon be beautiful, or
your fortune large. Cleanlinefs in che firft, and coms
petency in the other, is all [ look for. I defire indeed
a plenclf'ul revenue, but would rather it fhould be of
my own; though ! fhould mot bear from a wife to bc
reproached for the greateft.

«¢ ¥ have faid all I can poffibly {3y in anfwer to any
part of your letter, and in telling you my clear opi«
nion as to matters berween us. 1 fingled you out at
firft from the reft of women; and 1 expe& not to be
ufcd like a common lover.  When vou think fit to fend
me an anfwer to this, without , 1 fhall then aps

~ prove myfelf, by all means you fhall command,

Madam,
Your moft faithful humble fervant,

Joxarman Swirt,

From the contents of this lctter, it is apparent, that
whatever inclination he might formerly have had to a
union with this Lady, 1t was now much changed; and
his view in writing it, {cems evidently to have been to
put an end to the conneltion, but in fuch a way, as
that the refufal might come from the Lady. Forit was
impoffible to fuppofe that a2 woman of any {pirit (and
from fome hints in the letter the {eemed to have rather
more than came to her fhare) fhould nor highly refeat
fuch an unlover-like epiftle, written in fo dictatorial a
ftyle.  And it is highly probablc that the little ffomach
which he at all times Lad to matrimany, was a fronget
motive 1o breaking off the martch, than any of the
newly difcovered faules laid to her charge. Ilis ats
tachment to this Lady was in confequence of a juvenilé
pafiion commenced when he was in the College,  She

was
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was filter to his chamber-fellow Mr. \’Varvng, and a
familiar intercourfe naturally followed. It is certain a
correfpondence had been carried on between them for
fome time in the ftile of courtdhip; but a few years ab-
fence cool’d the ardour of his flame, which, together
with fome circum(tances altuded to in the above letter,
made him wifh to put an end o the conneétion. 1 have
in my poflefiion a letter of his, which was never yet
printed, addrefled to the Rev. Mr, Winder, dated from
Moor-park, 1698, Wherein fome flight mention is
made of this affair, and which manifeftly thews his in-
difference at that time, in che following paffage : < |
semember thefe letters to kliza; they were writ in my
youth. Pray burn them. Yoo wention a dangercus
rival for an abfent Jover; bur 1 muft take nmwy fortune..
I the report proceeds, pray inform me.”  After thefe
we have no memorial remaining of his being attached
to any of the fair fex, except Mrs. Johnfon and Mifs
Vanhomvigh, known to the world by the celebrated
names of Stella, and Vancfla. We have already feen
how his acquaintance with Stella commenced at an
early period of her life, and the fhare that he had in
training her up to that degree of perfeétion which fhe
afterwards reached. It is no wonder that his admira«
tion of his lovely pupil (kould increafe with her grow-
ing perfections, and that it fhould produce the firongeft
actachment to one of the fineit pieces of nature’s work-
manthip, finithed and polithed 1o the height by his own
“hand. But thovgh his alfection for her daily increafed,
during a long habitude of intercourfe with one of the
moft charming companions in the world, perfedtly
fuited in all points to his tafte and humour, yet had jc
no mixture in it of the paflion of love, but was rather
the tendernefs of a parent to a favourite child. "

Hig
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His condut might have made him ftyl'd,
A father, and the nymph his child,

That innocent delight he took

To fee the virgin mind her book,

Was but the mafter’s fecret joy

In fchool to hear the finck boy.

e

*

For the truth of this he appeals to Stella herfelf i
one¢ of his Pocms addrefled to her.

Thou, Stella, wert no longer young,
When firft for thee my harp I ftrung ;
Without one word of Cupid’s darts,

Of killing eyes, or bleeding hearss:

With friendfhip and eltcem pofici,

I ne’er admirted love a guelt,

Nor was there any thing uncommon in this. We
find that even among young people bred up together
from. childhood, the pafiicn of love feldom appears ;
and much lels ltkely is it to take place where there g
fuch a difparity of years, It has becn already fhewn
what pundtilious caution he took to prevent any ap-

pearance of that fort, by never converfing with her bug

in the prefence of a third perfon, which was ufually
her companion Mrs. Dingley. But not long after hey
lettlement in Ireland, he gave the molt unequivocal
proof of what his fenriments were with regard to, her
on that point. It was impofiible that fo charming an
object thould long remain without infpiring fome of
her beholders with love., Accordingly an intimate
friend of Swift’s, of the name of Tidal, not undifs
tinguifhed for learning and wit, was fo captivated with
the beauties both of her perfon and mind, that he paid
his addreffes 1o her, and made propofais of marriage,

The
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Ahe dccount of this tranfaftion, and the part that Swifc
bore in it, is fet forth at large in the following letcer
written by him to Tifdal on thar {ubjedt,

Dr, Swirr to Mr. TispaL.

London, April 20, 1704.

% Yestrrbay coming from the country I found your
Yeteer, which had been four or five days arrived, and
by negle®t was not forwarded as it ought. You have
got chree epithets for my former lecter, “which I believe
are all unjoft: you fay it was unfriendly, unkind, and
unaccountable. The two firft, I fuppofe, may pafs but
for one, faving (as Capt. Fluellin {ays) the phrafe is a
little wariations. 1 hall therefore anfwer thofe two as
Tcan; and for the laft, 1 return it you again by thefe
* prefents, affuring you, that there is nore unaccounta-
bility in your lecter’s little finger, than in mine’s whole
body. And one ftrain I obferve in it, which is fre«
quent encugh; you talk in a myftical fort of a way,
as if you would have me believe I had fome great de-
fign, and that you had found it out: your phrafes are,
that my lecter had the effeft you judge I defigned; that
you are amazed ro refle@ on what you judge the caufe
of it; and wifh it may be in your power to love and
value me while you hive, &r. In anfwer to all this, 1
might with good pretence enough talk ftarchly, and af-
felt ignorance of what you would be at; but my con-
jecture is, that you think I obftruéted your infinuations
to pleafe my own, and that my intentions were the fame
with yours. In anlwer to all which, I will upon my
confcience and hounour tell you the naked truth,  Fuly
-1 think 1 have faid 1o you before, that if my furtunes
“and humour ferved me to think of that ftate, I fhould
crtam!y, among all perfons on carth, make your choice;
2 breauis
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becaufe I never faw that perfon whofe converfation I -

entirely valued but her’s; this was the utmoft I ever

gave way to, And, fecondly, I inuft affure you fing -

cerely, that this regaid of 1nine never once entered to
be an impediment to you; burl judged itwould, per-
haps, be a clog o your rifing in the world; and 1 did
not conceive you were then rich enough to make your-
felf and her happy and ealy.  But thﬂ-t objection is now
quite removed by what you have at prefent; and by
the affurances of Farton’s 1 ivings. I told you indeed,
that your author ity wis nse {uflicient to make overtures
to the mother, without the daughter’s giving me leave
under her own or her friend’s hand, which, I think,
was a yight and a prudent ftep. IHawever, 1 told the

mother uediately, and {poke with all the advantages -

you deferve,  But the objection of your fertune being
removed, T declare I have no other; nor fhall any con-
fideration of my own misfortune, in lofing fo goed a
fiiend and cornpanion as her, prevail on me againft her
Intered! and fertlement in the world, fince it is held fo
necellary and convenient a thing fur Ladies to marry;
and that time takes ofl’ from the luftre of virgins in all
other ¢ycs bat mine. T appeal co my letters to herfelf,

whether [ was your friend or not in the whole concern

though the part I defigned to at in it was purely paf-
five, wl ich is the vtmoft [ will ever doin things of this
nature, to zvoldall reproach of any il confequence,
that vy enfve o the varicty of worldly accidents,
Nay ! weur 10 T both to her mother, Lf:rl't.f, and, I
think 1o you, as to fay tv covll not be decently broken;
fince I fuppoted the town had got it incheir tongues,

and thevefore T theughr io could not mifcarry without
fome aifadvantage o the Lady's credie, 1 have always
dufenibed Ler o yeu in 2 maoner differens from thote, .
whoe= outd be diicsur d‘.»_-?rn;-.:,' and muft wdd, thae though
' it

!
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it hiath come in my way to converfe wich perfons of the
fiift rank, and of that fex, more than is ufual to men
bf my level, and of our fundien; yet 1 have no where
thel: with a humour, a wit, or converfation fo agree-
able; a better pordon of good fenfr, or a truer jude-
fent of men and things, 1 medn here in England ; fur
by to the Ladies of Ireland, 1 am 4 perfect {lranger.
As to her fortine, I chink you know it already; and, if
you refume your defigns, and would have farther intel-
hgencc, I Mall fend ycu a particular account.

I give you joy of your good fortunes, and envy very
much your prudence :lnd temper, and fove of peace
and fectlement, the reverle of which hath been the
preat unealinefs of niy life, and is likcly to continue fu.
And what is the refult ! En gueis confevimmus agres! 1 find
nothing but the good words and wiflies of a decayed
Miniftry, whols lives and mine will probably wear ourt
before they cdn {erve cither my little hopes, or their
‘own ambition. Therefore I amn refolved fuddenly to
tetire, like a difcontented courticr, and vent myfeif in
ftudy and {peculation, till my own humour, or the
feene here, {hall change.’
~ Thave here inferted the whole of this letter, both os
it contains a candid difplay of Swift’s {tntinects on ths”
occafion, and is a ftrong confuration of the acceurnt
given of it by his relation Deane Swift, ia his Ly,
8¢, part of which | fhall here tranferide, where fheak.
ing of Mr. Tifdal he fays—=t< This Gentleman uf:i:l&]'(’fl
fm. paﬁ'mn, and made ber propofals of arrage. Now
whether it was artifice in Mrs. Johnfan te rouze affee-
tions in the adamantine heart of her admired objedt;

or whether it was a reach of pelicy in D, Swift, toac-
quaint Mrs. Johnfon by fuch indireét means that ke
had no intention of engaging himfelf in a married Life;
or whether in troth there was any kingd of artifice ufed

S 2 OR
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en either fide, T proteft T am wholly-a firanger, £,
Mrs. Johnfon difcovered no repugnancy to the match,
but ftil fhe would be advifed by Do&or Swift,. The - -
Doctor, perhaps, loth to be feparated from fo delightful
a companion, threw an obftacle in the way that was not
to be furmounted. This Gentleman had a benefice in
the church of a confiderable value, "about a hundred
miles from- Dublin, which required his a:tendance,
" Dr. Swift, in order to bring matters to a final iffue,
made him an overture that he fhould fetile upon his
wife a hundred pounds a year for pin-money. The
lover indeed, although extremely captivated with the
charms of his miftrefs, was by no means delighted with
this propofal; he defired however that he might have a
night’s tie to confider of it; and the next morning,
contrary to expeation, he agreed to the terms.  Swilt,
never at a lofs for fome uneommon flight of imagina-
tion, infifled farther that he Mhould Iive in Dublin, and
keep a coach for his wife.  The Gentleman had more
honour than to promife what he could not perform;
the match was accordingly broken off : in a fhort time
after the Doctor’s friend married a woman of family,
and there was an endd of the affair,” In what a mean
"felfith light does this fabricated account place Swift!
how different from the genuine one delivered by him.
felft and that toc drawn up by a kinfinan, who writ
profeffediy to vindicate his character.  But the match
was not broken off by any artifice of Swift’s, to which
he was ar all times {upcrior. The refufal came from
Mrs. Johnfon herfelf, who, though fhe might at firfk
have (hewn no repugnance to it, probably with a view
to found Swift's fentiments, and bsing him to fome
- explanation with regard to herg yet when it came to
the point, fhe could net give up the hope long nourith-
ed in her bofum, of being one day united to the objet

of .
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~of her virgin heart, and whom fhe conlidered as the
" firt of mankind., From that time we do not find that
fhe ever encovraged any other addrefies, and her life
feemed wholly devoted to him. She pafled her days
from the year 1703 to 1710, in the moit perfedt retire-
ment, without any other enjoyment in life but what the
found in the pleafure of his fociety, or in reading.
Their mode of living was this; when the Doltor was
abfent on his vifits to England, fhe and her companion
took up their refidence at his parfonage houle at [ .ara-
* ¢or, in the neighbourhood of Trim, a fmall town about
20 miles diftant from Dublin.  When he returned, they
either retired to 2 lodging at Trim, or were hofpitably
received in the houfe of Dr. Raymeond, Vicar of that
parith.  Swift grew fo enamoured of this courfe of hife,
that he feemed to wifh for nothing more than a conti-
nuance of it. The charmning fociety and delightful
converfation of the amiable and accomplithed Stells,
had, by long habitude, become effential to his happx:—
nefs, and made him lofe all relifh for cvery other CH}OY—
ment of life, when abfent from her. Al the more vi-
gorous (prings of his mind were relaxed and loft their
tone; and even the powerful paflions of ambirion, and
~ defire of wealth, were wholly ablosbed in this truly vo-
Juptuous ftate, whercin was conflantly mixed

The feaft of reafon, and the flow of foul.

A Qate of true epicurean happinefs, and a fource of
pleatures beyond the conception of the fenfualiil, which,
far from cloying, fill encreale by enjoyment, and
which can only be the portion of the more exalted
minds, and refined {pirits of this world. Tt is cer-
tain that Swift’s foul was {o intangled by thefc charms,

of a different kind indeed, but not lefs powerful than
33 thofe
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thofe of Circe, that it was with the utmoft reluétance he
difengaged himfelf from them, though but for a fhorg
time 3 nor could any thing buta fenfe of duty, and a defire
of {ferving the church, llhllu‘: Lim accept of 2 commi(ion
for that purvoie, which occdlioned his journcy to London
in September, 1710, In bis firk letter to Mrs. Johnfon,
on his arrival at Chetter, be fays — <¢ T am perfeéily refolved
to return as {oon as I have done my cammiffion, whether
it fucceeds or not, 1 never went to England with {o little
defire in my life.” T the January following he fayse—
¢ [arewell, dearett beloved MD, and love poor poor
Prefto*, who his not had ene happy day fince be left you,
as hope faved.  Fuis the laft fully I thall ever make, but
I hope it wiil tuia to fome account. T wauld make MD
and me cafy, and I never defired more,”  And in fome
months afier, he exprefles his impaticnce of this long
abfence 1n the {trongudt terms; where addrefling himfelf
to Stella, he fays—*¢ Yoy fay you are not fplenetick;
but it you be, faith you will break poor ['refto’s ——,
1 won't fay the relt; but [ vow o God, if I could de-
cently come over now, I would, and leave all fchemes of
politics and ambition for ever.”  In the whole courfe of
his leteers it appears that not all the homage paid him by
the great, the {ocivty of rhe choleeft fplrlt‘ of the age,
and thc’ fricndibip of foiie of rhe worthieft charaters of
L fexes, not che uleV increnle an:l ip:e’idmrr of lis
faie, and the mofl fattering proij= s befare him of for-
tune and preferment, coul P compenfate for the want of
that companion, who was the funremre ded light of his heart,

in the midlt of all thefe heeelis her, rha[ina belt days

here are teafl to thete whieh be pafled with her,  In order
o foften 1n jome meafure the rigour of abfence, he had
fortled a plan ot paring, that they (hould keep a reguiaf
wurnal, i which they thould for down the tranfattiions

® MDY fands for Stella, and Prefllo for Soift,

of
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of the day, and once a forinight tranfmit it to cach otier.
“The writing and recciving of théf confirured ihe chief
pleafure of his life during his refideace in England, It
was his frit employment, when he awoke in the morning ;
the 1alt, before he clofed his eyes at night. - Fle makes
frequent mention of the great fatisfaltion Le finds in this
kind of intercourfe. In his Journal, January 16, 1717,
he fays—* Prefto’s at home, God help him, every mght
from fix till bed-time, and Las as little enjoymernt or plea-
fure in life at prefent, as any body n the world, although
in full favour with ail the Minifery.  As hope faved, no-
thing gives Prefto any fort of ‘dream of happinels, bue a
letter now and then from his own dearet MDD, T love
the expectation of it, and when it does not come, I com-
fort myfelf that 1 have iz yet to be huppy wich,  Yes
faith, and when I wiite to MDD, T am happy too: it is
quft, methicks, as if you were here, anc § prating to you,
nd wlling you where T have been,” & And in
another place ¢ When I find you are Lappy or merry
there, it makes mc fo here, and Ieep lardly Imagine
you abfent when T am reading your letter, o wiliing
to you. No faith, you are juft here upon  this litde
paper, and cherefore I fee and talk with you every even-
ing conftantly, and fometimes in the morning,” &

I'his mode of intercourte, during their leparation,
was adopted by him upon the fame cautious principle,
by which he regulated his condut towards her, when
he lived in the fame place wich her.  As he fad never
vufted himfelf alone with her then, but always con-
verfed with her, as was before obferved, in the prefence
of fome third perfon, fo his Jourauls were coyitantly
addrefed to botls Ladies, and were anfwesed by both
in the fame letcer. Ffad be entered tnto 2 {vparare cor-
refpondence with Murs, Johnfon, it would be hardly pol-
fible to avoid coming o fome cxplanation, that owmft

S5 4  either




-4 THE LIFE OF

either have ended in an ablolute enpagement, or put &
period to all expedtation of that fart: both which, from
fome maxims laid down by him, i£was his bufinefs g
avoid. In this way of writing toa, he might give a
loofe to al] expreffions of endearment and tendernefs,
with which his heart overflowed for one of the objedls,
without arthe fame tune giving her a right to apply.
thiem foiely to herfelfy as they were addreffed to bath,
Accordingly we find, Interfperfed through the Journal,
feveral paffages containing the warmelt effufions of af+
fection, which the utmolt fenfibility of heart could pour
forth. Among many others, I fhall quote 2 few of
thefe, as they occur in the early part of his Journal,
<« And fo you kepe Prefto’s litrle birth-day, I warrant
would 1o God I had been prefent at the health, rather
than here, where I have no manner of picafure, no-
thing but eternal bulinefs on my hands. I fhall grow
wife in time, but no more of that: only } fay, Amen,
with wy heart and vitals, that we may never be afunder
again, ten days together, while poor Preflo lives.”
¢ Do as you pleafe, and love poor Prefto, chatloves
M. D. berter than his Iife, a thoufand million of rimes.”
< You are welcome as my blood to every farthing 1
have in the world; and all that grieves me s, I am
not richer, for MD's fuke, as hope faved,” ¢ Fare-
well, my deareft Lives, and delights; I lave you better
than ever, if poffible, as hope faved I da, and cver
will,  God Almighty blefs you ever, and make us
happy rogether;s [ pray for this twice every day, and ]
hope od will hear my peor hearty prayers.” ¢ | will fay
no more, but beg you to be cafy nll fortune takes her
eourfe, and to believe that MD's felicity is the great
end T aim at in all my purfuits.” ‘Theugh exprefiions
of this fort arc in general addreffed to borh chefe fadies,
yet itis certain that Mrs, Johnfon muit have conflidered

2 them
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them as meant only to herfelf; for the other Lady,
Mrs. Dingley, was far from meriting any fhare in
Swift's efteem or affeftion. She was merely one of the
¢ommon run of women, of a middling underftanding,
without knowledge or talle; 2nd fo entirely felfilh, as -
- g0 be incapable of any fincere friendfhip, or warm art-
tackment. In fhore, the was perfe@ly calculated to
~ anfwer Swift's purpofes in the poft fhe occupied, that
of an infeparable companion to Mrs. Johnfon: and the
narrownefs of her circumitances, which confifted only
of an annvity of twenty-feven pounds a year, too lictle
to {upport her without the afliftance of a yearly allow-
ance from Swift, kept her in a fixed ftate of depend-
ence, and conformity to his will. No wonder there-
fore that Mrs. Johnfon always entertained expearions
that Swift would offer her his hand, as foon as a {uffi-
sient encreale of fortune would enable him to do it
with prudence.  'Wihile, on the other hand, Swift can-
gioufly avoided any declaration of that fort, which
might be conltrued into a promile, and left himf{elf at
liberty to interpret his ftrongeft expreffions of attach-
ment, as procceding wholly from friendlhip, and a
warmth of pure affeftion, which had been encreafing
from hcr early age, and fettled into what might be con-
fideréd as a parental fondnefs. ‘Lo enter thoroughly
into the motives of this condudt, we are to recolled
that Swift always had in remembrance the imprudent
“match made by his father, which left hi. widow and
¢children in fo defolate a condition. The mileries he
had fuffered during a long ftatc of dependence, even
to an adyanced period of his life, made fo deep an 1m-
preffion on his mind, that he determined never to marry,
pnlefs his fortune were fuch, as might enable him to
make a fuitable provifion for his wife, or any offspring
he might have by her,  As he had no great propenfity

iy to
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to the marriage ftate, on feveral accounts before-mens
tioned, he found no difficulty in keeping this refolu-
tion ; yet it is highly probable, at the time of his wri-
ting this pare of the Journal, he had a diftant view of
being united fome time or other in the bands of wed-
tock to Mrs. Johnfon, whencver his expeéted prefes-
ment in the Chureh, and fufficient increaf of fortune

fhould render it cligible. For, though he might him-
feif have been perfedtly content to have pafled the reft

of his life with her, in the fume rmanner as before, on
the pure Platenic fyflem; yee it could notefcape his pe-
netration, that fie had other views, and {elt a paffion
for hirma not quite fo redned.  And the channs of her
focieey had becomue {o cffential to his happinefy, that
rather than run a rilic of lofing it, he would purchafe
it even at the price of matrimony, provided it could be
done conliftently with the unalterable refolurion he had

taid down. - : |
Jut while Swift's thoughts were thus employed, and
all his views in life tended to ¢his point, as to their cen-
ter, an event happened which unhinged his mind, and
filled his bolom with a diturbance, which all his phi-
Tofophy could never calm, and which was the (ource of
much difguiet to him ever afier in hife, This arofe
from that all-powerfu! paflion, which the greateft heroes,
and moil renowned {ages, have not been able ro with-
ftard, 1 mean, love,  Hitherto he had been {fo much
vpon his guard againdt that dangerous paflion, that he
vsas invulnerable to all its open attacks, even in the
prime of youth; but now in his advanced age, be-
trayed by the confidence which that infpired, he was
raken Ly furprife. Awmong the great number of his
triends in London, whofe doors were always open to
Lim, there was none whofe houfe he fo conftantly fre-
quented as that of Mrs, Vanhomrigh, which he made
ufe

o,
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ufe of as if it were his home. This Lady had two
" daughters; the eldeft, foon became a great favourite of
his, as, by his own account, fhe was poflefied of every
good quality, and adorned with every accomphithment
that could render her one of the rolt peifect of lier fex.
As one of the Doétor’s greatelt delights was, to culti-
- yate the minds of youth, particularly females, he took
- upon himfelf the office of her Precepter, to direct her
in her ftudies, and inflil into her mind the principles of
virtue, and feeds of knowledge. Her capacity for
learning was fuch, that fhe imbibed his infiruftions
falter than he could give them; and her application
was fo great, that in lefs than two years, ihc made fuch
a progrefs as attonifhed him. But about thai time lLic
difcovered 2 ftrange alteration in her.  She ne longer
delighted in books, no longer was attentive to lis lec-
tures.  The frequentinftances he perceived of her ab.
fence of mind, fhewed that her thoughts were roving
about fomethipg elle, which fhe had more at hearr.
Upor enquiring into the caufe of this, fie tngenuoufly
owred her paflion for him, and that her whole {oul was
- pceupied, not about his precepts, but her Precepror
himfelf. Nothing could have aftonithed the Dodtor
more, or thrown his mind 1ro fuch a ftate of agica-
_tion, as an unexpetted declaration of that forr. He
has given us a lively picture of what paffed there on the
gccalion, in the following lincs:

Cabenvs fele within him rife

Shame, difappointment, guilr, furprife.
He knew not Low to reconcile

Such language with her uluval ftyle:
And yet her words were fo expreit,

He could not hope fhe {noke in jeft.
His thoughts had wholly been confin'd

To form and cultivate her mind,
He
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He hardly knew, till he was told,
Whether the nymph were young or old ;
Had inet her in a public place,
‘Without diftinguifhing her face,

Much lefs could his declining age
Vanessa’s earlieft thovghts engage s
And if her youth indifference met,
His perfon muft contempt beget.

Or grant her paffion be fincere,

How thall his innocence be clear?
Appearances were ali {o ftrong,

The world muft think him in the wrong §
Who'd fay, ke made a treachcrous ufe
Of wit, to flatter and feduce:

The town would {wear he had betray’d,
By magic fpells, the harmlefs maid;
And every beau would have his jokes,
That fcholars were like other folks;
And when Platonic flights are over,
The tutor turns a mortal lover :

So tender of the young and fair!

It thew’d a true paternal care;

Five thoufand guineas in her purfe!
The Doctor might have fancy’d worfe,

- In his fieft {furprife at her extraordinary declaration,
he tried to turn it off by raillery, treating it as a thing
{poken only in jeft; but when a woman has once bro-
ken through the reftraint of decorum, the eftablifhed
barrier between the fexes, fo far as to begin the attack,
fhe is not eafily to be repulfed. She in ftronger terms
both avowed and juflified her paflion for him, by fuch
arguments as mult be highly fJattering to his felf-love,
Of the impreflion which thefe made on him, he gives
the following account in the fame Poem:

CADENUS
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Cabexus, to his grief and fhame,
Could fcarce oppofe Vaxessa’s flame;
And tho’ her arguoients were ftrong,
At leaft could hardly wifh them wrong.
Howe’er it came, he could not tell,
But {ure fhe never talk’d {o well,
His pride began 1o interpofe,
Prefert’d before a crowd of beaux:
So bright a nymph to come unfought,
Such wonders by bis merit wrought;
*Tis merit muflt with her prevail,
He never knew her judgment fail;
She noted all the ever read,
And had a molt difcerning head.

*Tis an old maxim in the {chools,
That fattery’s the food of fools:
Yet, now and then, your men of wit
Will condefcend to pick abit.
So when Cantyvus could not hide,
He chofe to juftify his pride;
Confltruing the paffion fhe had (hewn,
Much to her praife, more to his own.
Nature, in bim, had merit plac’d,
In her, a moft judicious tafte.

i Having thus artfully brought over his pride and

felf-love to her party, and carrupted his judgment by
the moft flattering arguments, the LaJy found no
difficulty to mal{e a conqueft of his now unguarded
heart, which, however reluctantly, he was obliged to
furrender at difcrction, . He now for the firlt time felt
what the paflion of love was, with all its attendant fymp-
toms, which he had before known only from defcription,
and which he was now enabled to defcribe himfelf in
the {trongeft colours:
' Love!
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Love! why do we one pafiion call,
When "tis a compound of theny all?
Where Lot and cold, where fharp and fweet;
In all dheir equipagts méet:
Where plealures mix’d with pains appear,
Sorrow with joy, and hope with fear.

To his lot indecd there fell a much greater propor-
tion of the bitter ingredients, than of the f{weets of
Iove. e might fay with Othello;

Oh now fof cver
Yarewel the tranquil mind, farewel content !

All the pleafing fcenes of [ober fudate happinefs;
which he had formed to himfelf fur the reft of his days,
in tae focety of Stella, were now overfhadowed and e-
clipfed by the intervention of a brighter objet, which
promifed pleafures of a more rapturous kind.  And yet
they were plealures, which, in his hours of cooler reflec-
tion, he could never hope to tafte.  Any idea of marri-
age mufl bave appeared, from the great difparity of years,
as well as many other reafons, to the laft degree prepof-
terous.  Belides, though he never had entered into “any
direét engacement of that fort with Mrs. Johnfon, yet by
many cxprediions in his leteers before quoted, almoft
tantamount to an engagement, and his whole conduoét to-
vaards her, he gave her jult grounds to exped, that if
ever he did marry, {he fhould be his choice, Ile conld
not therefore have given preference to another, without
being charged with cruelty and injuftice.  And a5 to any
ilicit comuaeves herween them, he never could have en-
terrined & thevght of that, without firft faerificing all
the principles of honcur, morality, and religion, by which
bis whole condoct in life had Iacherto been governed.
In this critical fivasion, he had but one wile courfe to

take,
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" take, in order to enfure his foture peace, which was to
- efeape the danger by flight, and breaking off all corre-
fpondence with the Lady., But whether through teo
great confidence in his ftrength, or giving way to the ir-
refiftible force of her atraction, he rc:m.nnd tn the peri-
lous fitvation of a conftant intercourfe with her, whmh

daily contributed to fan their mutual fames.
. The date of the commencement of this adventure,
niay be traced almolt to a certainty, by examining the lat-
ter.part of Swift’s Journal, in which, from March 1712
to the end, there is 2 remarkeble change in his manper
§_f_ writing to the two Lamcs. We no longer find there
any of what he called, the firtle languege, the playful
fallies of an undilguifed heart, to a bofom friend ; na
more expre(fions of tendernefs, and cordial affection 3 no
“ repinings at his long continued abfence; nor ardent
wifhes for their {peedy meeting again 3 but on the con-
trary, we fee nothing but 2 dry journal continued ont of
" form, made up of wifling incidents, news, or politics,
without any thing in the marter, or expreflion, at all in-
terefting to the parties addreftd.  And now inftead of
that cager folicitude to return, w hich he had formerly fo
freq\,ently and fo earncltly declared, he contents himfelf
with cold excufes for his fong continuance in Loudon.
And juft before his fetting our for Ireland, in order to
take poffellion of his Deanery, he writ a formal letrer of
bofinets to Mrs. Dingley, DMay 16, 171J, i which he
makes no mendion of Stella, nor expredlzs the leadt fatis-
fation at lis near expedtation of fering them again. Ca
his arrival theve, witead of the joy and ranfport, to which
he hiad once looked forward, on beingy re enited o the
“object of all his wilhes, after fo iong a frpaiation, toe
whole feence was changed o cold inditlorence, or gleamy
melanchoty.  In a letter to Mifs Vinhommnoh, dated
from Lzracor, July & 1732, he fovs, ¢ At my Grit
('Ollii;ig,
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coming, I thought 1 fhould have died with difcontents
and was horribly melancholy while they were inflalling
me, but it begins to wear off, and change to dulnefs.*
Who that read the former part of his Journal to Stelld;
replete with fuch ardent withes for their meeting agiin
never to part more, as the confummation of all his views
of happincefs in life, could have expedted fuch a change?
And who does not now fee the true caufe of that change?
In this uncafy fituation, we may fuppole it was not
with much relutance he obeyed the call of his friehds;
to return immediately to Eugland, in order to make up
a new breach between the Minifters, which threatened
ruin to the party. Though this was the oftenfible canfe
of his {udden departure, yet perhaps there was meithé
more attraftive which drew him over at that time. _
Soon aftee his arrival, he wiote that beautiful Poem
cailed Cadenus and Vaneflu. Ilis firll defipn in thid
fecms to have been to break off the connection in the
ofiteft manner poflibie, and put an end to any expeéts-
tions the Lady might have formed of a future union be-
tween them. To foften the harthnels of a refufal of her
proffered hand, the greate(l of mortifications to a woman,
young, beautiful, and pofleffed of a good fortune, he
painted all her perfections both ‘of body and mind, id
fuch glowing colours, as mult at leaft have highly grati-
fied her vanityy and fhewn that he was far from being in-
fenfible to her charms, though prudchce forbad his yield-
ing to his inchinations. However determined he might
be at the commencement of the Poem, he kept his refo-
lution but 1l in the profecution of it.  Happy had it been
both for him and her, had he concluded it with a denial
in fuch exprefs and peremprory terms, as would have left
her no ray of hope: but inftead of that, he leaves thé
whole in a dublous ftate.  She was too tharp-fighted not
t0 perceive, that in fpite of all the efforts of philofophy,-
- lave
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Jove had taken poffefficn of his hearr, and made it rebel

" dgaintt his head.  As her paffion for him was firft infpired
by his wit and geniuz, a Poem written in fuch exquifite
tafte, of which fhe was the fubj@, and where fhe fHiw
herfelf dreit out in the molt fattering colours, was not
likely to adminifter to her cure. On the contrary, it
only ferved to add frefh fuel to the flame.  And as his
love originally arofe trom fympathe, it muft, from the
fame caufe, increafe with the growth of hers.

Meantime the unfortunate Stella languithed in ablvnce
and negleét,  The Journal was not rencwed, nor are there
any traces remaining of the lealt correfpondence between
them, during Swift's whele ftay in Fngland : while a
conunual intercourfe was kept up between Vanefla and
him. She was the frlt perfon he wrote to on his retire-
ment to Letcomb, fome time before the Queen’s death s

- and the Jaflt, on his departure from chat place to Ircland.
He arrived there in a much more gloomy ftate of mind
than before, as the death of the Queen had broke ali his
meafures, and put an end to all future profpeéts, cither
for the publick or himfelf. He has given vent 1o his me-
lancholy refle€tions on his {fitvation in a (Lot Poem, writ-
ten during a fit of illnefs which had fxined hin fon
~ after his arrival; of which the followin lnes muke a
pare.

My ftate of health none care to learn,
My life is here no foui’s concern,
And thofe with wizom | now converfe,
Withour a tear will tend my herte.
- Some formal vifts, looks, and words,
What mere humanity affords,
I meet perhaps from three or four,
From whom I once expected more;
Which thole who tead the fick for pay,
Can alt as decently as they. :
T But




274 THE LIFE ©F
But no obliging tender friend
To help at my approaching end =
My life is now a burden grown
To others, ere it be my own.

Is it poﬂ'lblt, to conceive that this could be the ¢afe
while he was in the fame country with his once adored
Stella ? But it is probable that refentment at his long neg-
1. &, and total change of behaviour toward her, as fho
was a wornan of high {pirir, might have fixed her, atthat -
junéture, in a refolution of living feparately from him in
her country retirement, where :he account of his ilinefs
might not have reached her. The arrival of Vaneflz in
Dublin, whofe impatient love would not {uffer her 1o fay
long behind him, was the fource of much ingvietude to
Swilt. There was nothing he feemed to dread more than
that his incimacy with ber fhould take wind in Dublin,
He had warned her of this in his farewell letter to her
from Letcomb, before his departure. “ If you are in
Ircland when 1 am there, 1 fhall fee you very feldom,
1t is not a place for any freedom ; but it is where every
thing is known in 2 week, and magnified 2 hundred de-
prees.  Thefe are rigorous laws that muﬁ be paﬁ'cd
through : but it is probable we may meer in London in
'Wmtcr, or, if not, leave all to fate, that feldom comes
to humour our inclinations. 1 fay all this out of the per-
fe@t elteem and friendfhip I have for you.” And aftér
her arrival he writes 1o the fame effect. 1 received
your letter when fome compang was with me on Saturday
night, and it put me in fuch confulion that I could no#
teli what to do. ‘This morning a woman who does bufle
nels for me, told me fthe heard 1 was in love with one
naming you, and twenty particulars; that lictle
mafter and I vilited you 5 and that the Archbifhop
did f0 5 and that you had abundance of wit, &¢. 1 ever

feared
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feared the tattle of this nalty town; and told you f6; and

* that was the realon I faid 1o you long apo, that I would
fee yoit feldorn wheh you were in Iretand 5 and 1 mift
“beg you to be eafy, i, for foric time, 1 vifit tou fvl-
Homer, and not in fo particular & maoner, I will fee

. you at the lacter end of the week, if pofitble.  Tliefe are
»accidents in life thar are neceffary, and muft be {ubmicred
; + 103 and tartle; by the help of diferetion, will wear off.”
‘But difcretion was 1l {uwed to a mind; How under the
dominion of an ungovernable patlion, and which kid ng
other enjoyment in lite; but in the {ociety of the beloved
object,  She importuned him fo with letrers; meffagres;
and complaints, that he was obliged th affume a Nterncls
of behavicur to her, and weat her with a rigour quite fo-
reign to fits heart . The ¢ed this bad ¢en her, is moft
feelingly fet forth in one of her letters, 1714, You
bid me be eafy, and yeu would {ee mie 28 often ss you
could. You had betrer have faid; ds ofien as du could
per the better of your inclinations fo much, o as ofien
g8 you remembered there was f{uch a one in the world:
If you continue to treat me us you do; you will not be
made uneafy by me long. It is impoflible to deferibe
what 1 have {uffered fince 1 faw you laft. I am fure I
tould have borne the rack much better, than thole kil-
ling, killing words of your’s.  Sometimes I have refolved
to die without feeing you more; bur thole refolves, to
yout rhisfartune, did not lalt long. For there is fome-
thing in human rature, that prompts one {d to find re-
Jief i this world, I muft give way to ity ard beg you
would fce mb, and fpeak kindly to me; for I am fure
you'd not condemn any one to fuller whit I have done,

3
s;.
5
;
:
]
3

* In anfwer to 4 letter which fhe had fiut afies kim by her fervant
when he was on the road fo Fhilips town, he cencludes thos: < ¥
have rode a tedious journey tn-day, and can fay no more.  Nor thall
you know where I am til] { come; and theb I will (e you, A fig fov
your lcttcrs and meflages.”

T 2 could
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could you but know it.  The reafon [ write to you, is,
becaule I cannot tell it you fhould I fee you, For when
I begin to complain, then vou are angry ; and there is
fomething in your looks fo awful, that it ftrikes me
dumb, Oh! that you may have but fo much regard for
ve left, that this complaint may fouch your foul with
pity. T fay as little as ever I can; did you but know
what I thought, I am fure it would move you to forgive
me, and believe, I cannot help telling you this and
live.” :
But whatever uneafinefs Vanefla might fuffer from this _
conduét of her lover towards her, poor Stella was fill
more vabappy. All the fond hopes which fhe had in-
dulged o many years, the completion of which the had
expected upon his preferment, and increafe of fortune,
were now turned to defpair, from the total Glence which
he obferved on that head, and the remarkable change in
his behaviour towards her. To the pangs of difappoint-
ment, were added the flings of jealoufy ; for love had
mude her too inquilttive, not to find out the caufe of this
aiteration in him.  “Vhere are fome paffiges in the Jour-
nal relative to the Vanhomrighs, which flew that the
losds of jealoufy were early fown in her mind, upon
Switt’s being {o domeflic there when in London 5 and
upon Vanefla’s artieal in Dublin, it is more than proba-
bie the kepr a watchiul eye upon their motions. The
following beautiful verles of her’s on that fubjed, (hew
chearly the was under the dominion of thar paffion,

On Jearousvy.

O fhizld me from his rage, celeftial Powers !
Tlis vyeane, that embiteers all my hours.

Al Love! vou've poorly play’d the hero®s part g
You conquer’d, Lut you can't defend my heart.

When
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- When firft T bent beneath your gentle reign,

I thought this monfter banih’d fromn your train :

But you would raife him to fupport your throne,
" And now he claims your empire as his own,

Or tell me, tyrants, have you both agreed
That where one reigns, the other thall fucceed.

~ Thus opprefed at once by love, jealoufy, and difap-
pointment, her fpirits funk, a ferded melancholy preyed
upon her heart, which, with a nawral rendency 1o a de-
cay, impaired her health o fuch 2 degree, as o give the
moft alarming fymptoms of an approaching diffolutior.
Shocked with the apprehenfion of fo fatal an event, where-
of he muft te confcious to him{tlf he was the caufe ; and
moved with compaffion st the ftate to which he faw her
reduced, all Swift’s former tendernefs and affeétion for
her revived in his brealt; and banithed every other idea
from his mind, but what tended to the prefervation of a
life o precious.  Tle employed a common friend to boch
to learn from her the fecrer caufe of that dejection of {pi-
rits, which had fo vifibly preyed vpon her health; and
10 know whother it was by any means in his power o
remove it ; ailuring her thar nothing fhould be wanting
~on his part, to reflore her to that tranquiility of mind,
upon which fo much of his own happincfs depended.
Upon this applicacion Mrs. Johnfon opened her mind
fully to this fricnd.  She told him that from the peculia-
rity of her circumftances, and the lingular connettion (he
had with Switt for fo many years, there had been great
room given for the tonguc of flander to exvre iefef. “Fhat
fhe had learned to Dbear with this patiently, as fhe had
reafon to expedt that all reports of that fore would be ef-
faced by marriage, as foon as Swift fhould be in circum.
frances to make her a propafal of that nature,  That [he
now faw with the deenclt concern, ever fince his premo-

T g 1ion,
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tion, his hiehaviour towards her had been wholly changed,
and a cold indifference had fucceeded o the warmeft pro-
fefions of etérmul affe@ion, That the neceffary confe-
quence would be, an indelible {ftain fixed vpon her cha«
raller, and the lofs of her good name, which was much
dearcr o her than life, Swift in anfwer to this, faid,
that he had early in life laid down two maxims with re-
gard o matrimony, from which he was determined nevet
to depart. One was, never to marry, pnlefs he was be-
forehand poflfefitd of a decent provilion for a family ; a-
nother was, uplefs this liould be the cafe at a time of
ife when he might reafonably expeét 1o breed up his
childrey, and fee them properly eniered into the world.
© YWith regard to the firlt articie, he was {o far from having
any thing beforehand, that he was fill in debr: and the
{mall preferment he had obtained, to which he had now
no hapes of ever receiving any addition, gave him bug
littks profpect of ever accumulating a fortune.  And as
to the fecond, he had already paffed that period of life,
after'which 1t was his fixed refolution never to marry,
That of all warnen upon earth, cquld he have entered in-

1o that {tate confittendy with thefe principles, fhe fhould -

have been his choice.  And as her apprehenfions about
her charadter’s fuffering feemed 1o weigh the heavielt on
her mind, in order to pur an end to thofc, he was ready
to go through the ceremony of marriage with her, upon
two conditions, The firft was, that they thould continue

1o Live fepararely, exaltly in the {ame manner as before:
the fecond, thar it fhould be kept a profound fecret from
all the world, unlefs fome nrgent neceffity fhould call for
the difcovery. However fhort of Stella’s expectations
thefe conditions might be, yet as the knew the inflexibi-

lity of Swift's refolunons, fhe readily embraced them.
And gs it is probable that her chief uneafinefs arofe from
ji’.‘mbUiJ, and the app'chenhons the was under that he
mwht
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tmight be induced to marry Mifs Vanhomrigh, fhe would
" et leaft have the farisfation, by this meafure, of render-
ing fuch a union with her rival impralticable. Accord-
ingly the ceremony was performed without witncties, and
the connubial knot tied in the year 1716, by Dr. Alhe,
Bithop of Clogher, to whom Swift had been 2 pupil in
the college 3 and who, as T have been informed, was the
common friend to bath, employed in the above negotia-
tion ®. But the conditions upon which this union was
formed, were punctually fulfilled. She flill continucd
at her lodgings in a diftant parc of the town, where fhe
seceived his vifies as ulual, and returned them at the
deanery, in company with her friend Mrs Dingley. As
foon as Swift’s finances were in order, he departed from
that ftri& ceconomy which he had obferved while he was
in debt, and kept two publick days, on which he invited
parties of his friends to diancr; where Mrs. Johnfon al-
ways made one of the circle, though without any diftinét
charalter or place from the other puelts. The elepance
of her manners, the [weetnels of her difpolition, and
brilliancy of her wit, rendered her the general objett of
admiration to all who were fo happy as to have a place in
that enviable fociety, A certain dignity of deportment,
confcious virtue alone can give, and a native modefly
which hone forth in all her words and ations, {ecured
her from the buly tengue of flander, nor was the breath
of calumny heard to whifper againft her. And whatever
fingularity might appear in this their mode of living, was
. only confidered as one of Swift’s peculiaritics; who, in
many other inftances, did net think himielf bound to
conform to the ufval cultoms of the world. ‘L'here were

* The whole account of this tranfadtion was given me by Mrs,
Sican, a Lady of uncommon underftanding, fine talte, and great
goodnefs of heart: on which acconat the was a grear {avourite bt
with the Dezn apd Mrs. Jobnfon.

T 4 indesd
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indeed many idle reafons afiigned by bufy curious people,
for their not cohabiting, but nope that ever glanced at
Ber charalter. .

Having fatished the Teruples of Mrs, Johnfon by paf-
fing through the ceremony of murmage, whofe recovered
health and fpirits added new charms to chat converfation,
once his fupreme delighr, Switt’s next care was, to put
an end 1o any bopes Vanefia mizht {till entertain, againl

which there was now an infuperaile bar, Yot this view

he paid her a vifit in company with Mr. Dean Winter, a

Gentleman of good fortune, who was her profuffed ad-
nirer, and had made avertures of aiariage ro her,  No-.
thine coald have been a oreater mostification to her love-
ficlk mind, thae fucha viide as it implied a recormmmenda-
ton of his rival, apd an eative resunciation of his own
preseniions,  She rdeded Lis propotals with difdain, as
veed! as thois of cvery faitor who oficred, having centered
@il ber viows of happine®s m life 1n the pofitfiion of Ca-

denus, o avold all jmportunities of thar {orr, {he re-

tiredd to a fmadl Lowle on Lier eftate near Celt m(lm:- where,
i flence and folitede, e indulged ber fatal paflion, till

iorofe almet w o Tliuh of frenzy,  All oiher wdeas but

what related 1o Cudenus, were Danithed from her mind
and @il the faceicizs of her foud were abforbed 1n love,
She wiote conllantly 1o lim in the mofl pafiionate ftyle,
ner coudd the coldnd of his anlwers 10 the leaft alsate her
flame,  The foliowing lerer fuot t() Lim from Ccibridge,
mil beft paint the {tate of her mind

*Tell me fincerely, i you have coce wilhed with
earncltnets to fre e, fince I wrote to you: no, fa far
frony that, you have not once 2 itivd me, though I tld
you I was ditb Jed, Solitude s

i

.f

upporiable tu 2 mind
Lt I Te not a1 l' I\.\.,. . “ N rr*h

which is not exiy. I bave worn out my days 1o fizhing,
and my mghis with wacching and thnking of Cadenus,
who thinks not of me.  Llow many lettess Mali T fend

you

Kd
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you before I receive an anfwer ? Can you deny me, in
"my mifery, the only comfort which I can expett at pre-
fent? Oh that I could hope to fee you Lere, or that [
“could go to you! T was born with violent paflions, which
terminated all in one, thar inexpreflible paflion I have for
you. Confider the killing emotions which 1 feel from
your peglect of me; and fhew fome tendernels for me,
or I fhall lofe my fenfes.  Sure you cannot pollinly be {o
much taken up, but you might command a momient to
wite to me, and force your inclinations to fo great a cha-
rity. 1 firmly believe, if T conld know your thoughts,
(which no creature is capable of guefling at, becaufe ne-
ver any one living thought like you) 1 thould find you
had often, in a rage, withed me religious, hoping then
I thould have paid my devotions to {Teaven: bur that
would not fpare you; for were I an enthufiaft, {tll vou’d
be the Deity 1 fhould worthtp,  What ks ave there
of a Deity, but what you are to be known by > You are
prefent every where; your dear image is always Defore
my eyes.  Sometimes you [irike me with that prodiglous
awe, I tremble with fear: at other times a churining
compaflion thines through your countenance, which re-
vives my foul. Is it not more reafonable to adere a ra-

diant form one has feen, than one only deicribed 27
We may fee from this epiftle to what a romaste heizhe
her paffion had arifen.  Not the moft enthufiaflic firains
from Eloifa to Abclard, could exceed theit of Vaneili to
Cadenus,  Length of time, inftead of dimintihing, ferved
.only to encreaic the violence of ber puliion s and the ge.
neral coldnefs of her lover, far from exunguithing the
flame, made it blaze forth the more. Lt muit be confelt
indeed, that Swilt’s conduét towards her wus far from
being confitent.  Wharever retoluiions he had forued,
ko try by negledt and ill vlage to put an end to that ar-
dour of love, which cauled him in(aite uncaliness, yet
' 2 he
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be was feldom able to keep them when in her prefence,
Whether compaflion for the {ufferings of an unhappy
young woman, whofe life was waiting away in mifery on
his account, cperated on his humanity ; or whether his
own paffion for hier was tao ftrong for all his philofopby,
it is certain he could never mufter up refclution enough
entirely to break off the conneétion, the only pofiivi
way by which a cure could be effefted.  If his coldnefs,
or cven rudenefs, at tumes, drove her almoft to defpairs
at others, the kindnefs of his behaviour, and marks of
tendernefs, revived her hopes, Or as the more frongly
exprefles it in her letter, * Sometimes you ftrike me with
that prodigious awe, I tremble with fear ; at ether times,
a charming compafion fhines through your countenance,
which revives my foul.” In this alternate fucceflion of
hopes and fears, in this miferable (tate of fufpence, did
the wrerched Vaneffl pafs her days dll the year 1j20,°
when Switt feemied derermined to put an cud to an inter-
courle, the fource of fo much ushappinefs to both,  Ups.
on this accalion fhe wrote him the following letter

Celbridge, 1720,

© Brrreve me it is with the utmott regret that I now
compluin to you, becanle I know your good nature fuch,
that you cannot {ee any human creature miferable, with-
out being fenfibly touched.  Yet what can 1 do? I muft
either unload my heart, and telt you all its griefs, or Gnk
under the inexpreflible diftrefs I now fuffer, by your pro-
digious neglect of me. It is now ten long weeks fince ]
faw you ; and in all that ume, 1 have never received but
one leter from you, and a hittle note with an excufe, Oh!
have you forgot me ? You endeavour by {everities to force
me from youn. Nor can 1 blame youy for, with the ut-
moft diftrefs and confufion, I beheld myfelf the cavfe of
unealy reflections to you: yer I canpot comfort you 5 bug
here
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her¢ declare, that it is not in the power of art, time, or

" accidens, to leffen the inexpreflible paflion which I have
for Cadenys, Put my paffian under the utmoft reftraint ;
fend me as diftant from you as the earth will allow, yee
you cannot banifh thofe charming ideas, which will ever
ftick by me, while I have the ufe of memory. Nor is
the love I bear you only feated in my foul, for there is
* pot a fingle atorn of my frame, that is not blended with
it. . Thercfore do not fatrer yourfelf that feparation will
_ gver change my fentiments 3 for I find mylelf unquiet in
the midft of filence, and my heart is at once plerced with
forrow and love. For Heaven’s fake tcll me, what has
caufed this prodigipus change in you, which I found of
late. If have you the leaft remains of pity for me left, tell
it re tenderly.  No—do not tell it {o, that it may caule
my prefent deach, And do not {yffer me to live a life like
a languithing death, which is the only life I can lead, if
you have laft any of your tendernefs for me,”

When Swift found that all his endeavours in this way
had proved fruitlels, and that the love of Vaneffa for
Cadenus, like that of the faithful Emma to Henry, was
proof againft all obftacles chrown in its way, he gave way
to the feelings of humanity, and dictates of his heart,
againlt which, with no {mall violence to his inclination,
he had o long ftruggled, and changed his behaviour to
that of the kind induigent friend, His letters breathed
fentiments of the greateft tendernefs ; and in one of July
5, 1721, he makes a declaration of his paffion for her in
the moft explicit terms, as may be feen in the following
fentence written in French. AMais foyex affurée, que ja-
mais perfonne au monde w'a é1€ aimée, bonorde, cftimée, a-
dorfe, par voire ami, que vous®, This declaration feems

* Bat reft affured, that no perfon upon earth has ever beea loved,
honcyred, ceemed, udared by your friend, but yourfetf,
3 t0
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to have been drawn from him by forne defperate ftate
of mind in which he had left her, probably occafioned
by her jealoufy of Stella,  For in the beginning of the
fame letter, dated from Gultftown, he fays, ¢ It was.
not convenient, hardly poflible, to write to you before
now, though I had more than ordinzry defire to de i,
conlidering the difpofition I found vou in laft, thoogh
1 hope I Ieft vou in a berter,  Cadenos affures me, he .
continucs to citeeny, and Jove, and valpe you above al
-things, and (o will do to the end of his life ; but atthe
fame time entreats that you wounld not make vourfelf
or him uchappy by imaginations.” "
Buc as this declaration of Swift’s was not followed
by any overcure of inarriage, the confeflion of his pal-
fion for her, however pleafing ic might be at firft, could
not long adminifter much confolation to her, when
fhe faw po profped of reaping any farther fruit from it.
To find licrfelf beloved, and at the fame time without
hopes of poflefling the objed of all her wifhes, was
racher an agaravartion, than a relief to her mifery.
After fuch a confeflion, fhe could fee no reafon for his
not making farther advances. Her fortunce was at that
time (ufficient to gratify his vumolt withes, as by the
death of her two brothers and Giter, the whole property
left by her fathery, which was very conliderable, was
velted in her. The difproportion in point of age was
now not {o great, as fhe was in hep gvth year, and thfe
Doctor could nolonger be charged with having feduced
the aficctions of a young girl.  She therefore cons
cluded, that fome reports which had Juft then reached
her, of his belng murticd te Mys. Johnfon, were but
too well founded, aud that this was the resl obfracle to
their union.  Impaticat of the torments which this
tdea gave ber, fic determined 1o put an end ro all far-
ther fulpence, by writing to Mrs. Johnfon herlelf upoa
this
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‘this head.  Accordingly fhe fent a fhort note to her,

only requefting to know fromy her whether the was mar-
ried to the Dean or not. Mrs. Johnfon anfwered her
in the affirmative, and then inclofed the ncte fhe had
received from Mifs Vanhomrigh to Swift. After which,
the immediately went out of town without feeing him,
or coming to any explaration, and retired in great re-
fentment to Mr. Forde’s country-feat at Wood-Park,
Nothing could poflibly have excited Swift's indignation
more than this imprudent ftep taken by Mifs Vaphom-
righ.l He knew it mult occafion great difturbance to
Mrs. Johnfon, and give rife to conjectures fatal to her
peace. Her abrupt departure, without {o much as fee-
ing him, already fhewed what pafied in her mind.  Ex-
afperated to the higheft degree, he gave way to the firft
tranfports of his piflion, and immediately rid to Cel-
bridge. He cntered the apartment where the unhappy
Lady was, mute, but with a countenance that fpoke
the higheft refentment. She trembling afked him,
would he not it down ? No-—Ide then Hung a paper on
the table, and immediately returned to his horfe,
When, on the abacement of her conflerzation, fhe had
ftrength to open the paper, fhe found it contained no-
thing but her own note to Birs, Johnfon,  Deipair at
once {eized her, as if fhe had {ven her death-warrant:
and fuch indeed it proved to be. The vicient amita-
tion of her mind threw herjuta a fever, which in a
fhort time put 4 period te her exiftence.  Swift, on re-
ceiving the tidings of her death, immediately ook
horfe and guitted the town, without letting any mortal

- know to what part of the werla he was gone.  As he

forefaw that this evest would give rile o much town-
tatk, he thought it moit prodeat to keep cour of the
way, 'tll the firlt heat of it was over,  And having
never vilited the fouthern part of the kingdem, he tock

this
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this opportunity of making a tour there, becaufe Kaving
no acquaintance in thofle parts, he might be a perfe&

mafter of his own motions, and in his {folitary rambles; }

give free vent to his grief for the lofs of fo beloved an
obje&, heightened by the bitter aggravation of know-
ing himfelf to be the caufe of her death, Two monthd
had elapfed without any news of him, which occafioned
no finall alarm among his friends ; when Dr. Sheridan
received a letter from him, to meet him at a certain
diftance from Dublin.

Before her death, Mifs Vanhomrigh had cancelled 2
will made in favour of Swift, and bequeathed her whole
fortune to Serjeant Marfhall, and the famous Dr. Berks
ley, whom fhe appointed her executors. The former
was a relation, and the other only an acquaintance, for
whofe perfon and character the had the highelt efteem:
In her latt illnefs the had laid a ftrong injunétion on het
executors, that immediately after her deceale, they
fhould publifh all the letters that paffed berween Swift

and her, together with the Poem of Cadenus and Va< .

neffa, Accordingly they were pur to the prefs; and
fome progrefs made in the letters, when Dr. Sheridan;
getting intelligence of it, and being greatly alarmed
left they might contain fomething injurious to his
friend’s character in his abfence, applied fo effectually
to the exccutors, that the printed copy was cancelled;
but the originals ftill remained in their hands. The
Poem of Cadenus and Vanefla was however fent abroad
into the world, as being fuppofed to contain nothing
prejudicial to either of their charaters: thovgh the
prying eye of malice, afterwards found fome hintsin
it, which by the help of mifconftruction, might fur<

nith food to the apperite for fcandal.
In the mean tirne Mrs, Johnfon continued at Woods
Park, where her worthy hoft exerted all the powess of
friendthip
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fl‘i'cndfhip to calm the diftorbance of her mind, now
much increafed by the publication of that Poem. To
find there foch an amiable portrait drawn of Vanefla,
ss one pofiefled of more and greater accomplifbments
than any of her fex, could not fail to excite her envy.
Of which a remarkable proof was given in an anecdote
fecorded by Dr. Delany. A this junéture fome gentie-
men happened to call at Wood-Park, who were not
- acquainied with Mrs. Johnfon’s fitvation, As the
newly publithed Poem was then the general fubjelt of
converfation, they foen fell upon that topic. One of
* the gentlemen faid, farcly that Vaneffa muft be an ex-
trsordinary woman, that couvld infpire the Dean 1w
write fo fincly upon her. Mrs. Johnfon fmiled, and
snfwered, that fhie thought that point not quite fo
¢lear; for it was well known the Dean could wrice
finely on & broomftick. We mult fuppofe her to have
Been exceedingly galled, when one of her humane
difpofition could utter fuch a farcaim, and thus exule
over the recent afhes of her departed rival.

As there were numbers, through party hatred; and
others through envy, who warched every opportunicy
to calummniate the Dean’s charalter, and {pread ftories
to his difadvantage, the publication of this Poem af-
forded room for malice to exerg itfelf, which was
_greedily embraced.  There were fome lines in it, which
having the worft conltruftion put on them, by a very
forced interpretation, might give rife to fufpicions in-
jurious to his charater, and totally deltrutive of the
Lady’s. Yet, fuch is the propenfity of mankind to
lean to the worle fide, efpccially when any exalted
charalter 1s thereby to be brought down more to a level
* with themfe]ves, that this interpretation has been ge-
neratly received, and the calminny accordingly fpread,
though perhaps there never was any built upon a more

flender
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flender foundation, as I thall prefently thew. The lines
aliuded to are the (ollowing :

But what {uccels Vantssa met,

Is to the world a fecret yet:

Whether the nymph, to pleafe her fwain,

Talks in a high romantic frain;

Or whether he ar laft defcends,

To aét wich lefs (eraphic ends; :

Or, to compound the bufinefs, whether E

They temper love and books together ;

Muft ncver to mankind be told,

Nor fhall the confcious mule unfold. _
Thefe lines, conflidered as detached from the refy,
might perhaps admit of fuch an Interpretation; bup
when the whole fcope of the Poem is taken in, itis
impoffible to put a bad one upon them, without giving
up all preteniions to common fenle, as well as candour,
Cadenus is reprefented as a Clergyman of the ftrictett
morals, advaaced in life, and who had ar ali titnes been
proof againft any weaknefs with regard to the fair fex,
Vaneflu is drawn as the moft perfect model of cvery fe-
male perfetion, particularly modeity,

From whence that decency of mind,

S0 lovely in the female kind,

Where not one carelefs thought intrudes,
Lels modeft than the fpeech of prudes,

She is reprefented as a pattern for all the fex to c0py.
after. -

As fhe advanced, that woman kind,
Wonld, by her model form their mind ;
And afl their cundus would be try’d
By her, as an unetring guide.

B
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-~ Is'it poffible to conceive, that when a Lady of chis
‘character confefles a paflion for her reverend turor, that
any thing could be meant by it bot virtuous love, to
~ terminate in matrimony ? If gallantry had been her ob-
feét, in the whole race of mankind fhe could not have
‘made a more prepolterous choice; though by one of
her refined way of thinking, who conflidered the beau-
ties of the mind, as {uperior to all external accomplith-
ments, he might have been preferred to all the world
a5 3 hulband.

It is impoffible there counld be any miftake abour the
kind of love mentioned in this paffage, were it not for
- an expreffion in the {ubfequent lines, which might ad-
mit of 4 bad interpretation, by thole who do not un-
‘derfltand che true force of words, which has been on
many occafions the fource of infinite crrors amoag us,
from noc tudying our own language. The expreliion
Imean, is to be found in the lafl of the following lines.

Or, to compound the bufinels, whether
They temper love and books tagether,
Muft never to mankind be rold,

Nor fhall the confeions mufe unfold.

Here the word confcions, being much oftener ufed in
a bad than a good fenfe, is apt to miiflead the unwary
reader, and make him conceive that there was fome
thing in the fecret, difhonourable to the parties if re-
vealed, But upon examining into the proper meaning
of this word, we fhall find that it has a very different
fenfe when applied to oné's {elf, and when it refers to
-others,  Confcioufnefs, applied to felf, is the perception
of what paffes in a man’s own mind; from which pro-
ceeds an internal fenfe of guilt or innocence, by which
we cither ftand acquitted or condemned to ourfclves,
K 9] and
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and is thesefore cqually capable of a good or bad fenfe. -
But when it refers to another perfon, it has nothing te -

“do with any jadgment formed of the reétitude or de-
pravity of the action, it only means that that other
perfon is in the fecret, or privy to the tranfaction, be it
good, or be it bad. And confcioufnefs of this fort can
pever affeét the nature of the thing itfelf,

Thus when the lover writes, :
The fileat moon fhone confcious te our loves,

The word conjeivus does not at all determine the nature
of thofe loves, whether they were of the chafte or cri-
minal kind, which mult be gathered from other Cif~
cumftances. In Jike manner, when Cadenus fays, * the
confeions Mufe (hall not unfold,” &F¢. it can admit of
no other meaning, but that the Mufe, who alone wis

in the fecrer, fhould never difclofe i, or tell whether hie

returned Vanefla’s paflion or not: and that this paffion,
it returned, mult have been of the purelt and moft
virtuous kind, has, from other circummftances, been al-
ready fulficiently proved.

Jt is evident Cadenus looked wpon the declaration: '

made by the Lady, in no other light than an overture
to marriage ; as tnay be feen in the following couplet,
quoted before *

Iive thoulund guineas in her purfe,
The Dolor inight have fancy’d worle,

R
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But to put an end to a polibility of conceiving that

any infinuation of a contrary nature could have dropped
from Swift's pen, it will be fufficient to malke it known
that the Poem was not intended for the publick eye;
that it was written folely for the ufe of Vaneffh, upon

motives
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_motives already explained; that the only copy of it in
being was in her hands, and in all probability it would
never have {een the light, but for the injuncion to her
exccutors, It may be alked, if this was the cafe, and

.‘that the Poem was inteaded only for VanelfW’s infpec-
tion, what occalion was there for thele lines to her,
‘who, as well as the Mufe, muit aleeady be confcious
haw matcers ftood between them? In anfwer to this,
i is evidenc that che Poem would be incomplete, if

. there were not fome conclufion to the ftory of Cadenus
and Yanefla. The ftory could poflibly terminate only
.in ane of the following ways: cither Vane(la, from the

~arguments and coldnefs of her philofophic lever, had

. got the becter of her paffion, and adopred his Platonic

fyflem; or that Cadenus, after all his refittance, was

ebliged to yield to the all-conquering power of love;
or finding her paflion incurable, had broken off all in-
 tercourfe with her; or that the iffue of the affair was

il in fufpenfe.  As the latter was really the cafe at the
time of writing the Poem, it could then have no other

conclufion. And thole lines which leave matters in a

- "dubious ftate, feem only calculared to paint the uncer-

tainty of his own mind, and not to leave Vanefla wich-

out hope, from that very uncerrainty, that fhe might
~ 4n time expect a fuitable return of Jove.

 But though it fhould be allowed, from the above

Rate of cthe cafe, that at tie time of writing this Poem,

‘neither of the partics had entertained even an idea of

entering into a criminal amour, yet when it is known
that he afterwards carried on a fecret intercourie with

the Lady during the fpace of eight or nine years ; that
he paffed many hours alone with 2 young and charm-
~ ¢ng woman, who loved him to adoration, and for whom
he him{elf was firt infpired with the paffion of love;,
it will be hardly credible, that thus circumftanced,

U2 they
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they fthould not, in fome unguarded moment, have

given way to the frailty of human nature. And yet
extraordinary as it may appear, there are many ftrong .

retfons to believe that this never was the cafe. We

have already feen on ber firlt going to lreland, what
uncomiman pains Swift teok o avoid mecting her, Up-
on which Vaneffa writes to him in the following man- -
ner: ¢ You once had a maxim, which was ro act what .
was right, and not wind what the world would fay, 1.

~wifh you would keep to it now. Pray what can bg

wrong in feeing and advifiag an unhappy young wo-

man ? [ cannot imagine.”” Is this the language of
guilt, or confciovs innocence? In all the letters which

palled between thein, whoie publication was fupprcffed,_ S
cas bofore related, [have been affured by one of her exs

.ecutors, the Jate fudge Marthall, and the fame was con-
ftactly aflerted by the other, Bithop Berkley, that there
~was no hintof any crominal amour s which could not ea-
fity ive huopened in to long a correipondence, had that
been the cafe. On the contrary, in the few that have feen
the Lighr, we tind Swift always praifing her for her vir-
ctaes, and recommending to her the improvement of her
aniad. I ks Frenchbeicer, May 2, 1719, in anfwer
to one of her's written in that language, he fays, * Et
g Jo fris fot mey de vons rependre ein weme language, vogs
gui ofivs incapadly d'aircune fo1rife, fi co wel Peftime qu'il
veus plagt d'aveir pour moy: cav il @'y a peint de merite,

Bt prense de mor bon gont,y de (rouver en vous out 6

que La watare a donsile a wp mortel 5 je veux dire, I'honnenr,

* o What a bivehbi-ad sm I o anfiver vou in the fame language!
vou who are incapable of any folly, urefs it be the efteem you are
pleaied to emtertain for me: for it £ 3io merit, nor any proof of my

!

good tatte, 1o find cut in you all that rature has beflowed on a mortal .. -

that is w fay, henoor, virtee, good feule, wit, fwecetnefs, agreeable.
sols, and frmnefs of foul'”

”
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 a vertue, le bon fens, Fefprity, Ie doncenr, Fogrement, et
Ao 'fermeté dame.  And in another of October 15, 1720,
he fays, < When I am nou fo good a correfpondent as
1 could wilh, you are nor to quarrel, and be gnvernor,
but to impuis it to my fituation, and to concinde in-
fallibly, that [ have the fame refpeét and kindaels for
you I ever profefied ta have, and [hall ever preferve;
becaufe you -will always merit the utinoft that can be
given you; efpecially if you go on 1o read, and fhll
farther improve your mind, and the talents that nature
has given you.”
- Indecd the moft probable folution of this intricate
affair is, that Swift, having lived to fuch an advanced
time of life in a [tate of continence, and a conftant ha-
bit of fupprefling his defires, atlait loft the power of
gratifying them : a cafe by no means fingular, as more
than one inftance of the kind has fallen within my
knowledge. This will appear the more probable, when
we refled, that in the letter to his kinfman befare cited,
he acknowledges himfelf to be naturally of a temper-
ate conftitution with regard to women, and that he had
never indulged hinifelf in illicit amours.  Nor did it e-
ver appear, even from repoit, that he had any commerce
of that kind with any of the fex, which, after the con-
fpicuous figure he made in life, could not fail of beng
related by fome of his companions 1o his carly plea-
fures, had there been any foundation forit. Thisalone
can account for his fingular conduct towards the two
Ladies: for his coldnefs to Vanefla, and conflant en-
deavours to bring down the ardours of her pafiion, and
lower them to friendfhip, or a love more of the Pla-
tonic kind, and for his abfaining from the lawful plea-
fures of connubial love with Stella,  And 1 think there
is one ftrong argument of his never having entered in-
to any commerce of that fort with Vaneffa, thatitis
U 3 hardly
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hardly credible he (liould have refrained, in that cafe,
from 2 fimilar gratification with Stella, who was pof.
fefled of greater perfonal charms, and was more an obs-
je& of defire, than the other: efpecially as the former
could not be enjoyed without compunétion, and the Jate
ter was a pleafure of the pureﬁ. kiand withour alloy.

In confirmation of the opinion 1 have here ftareed, I
remember a {aying of Swift’s, ¢ that he never yet faw
the womar, for whofc fake he would part wich the
middle of his bed.” A {aying, which, I believe, all.
mankind will judge could come from no perfon, bug
ene incapable of enjoying the higheft and moft inno-
ceant of all gratifications here below, when fanctified
by marriage.

I have dwelt the longer on this point, becaule much
of the moral part of Swilt’s charafter depends on it, .
For if it fhould be credited that he could take advan-
tage of her weaknels to debauch _th_e daughte; G_f 8
Lady who received him into her family with the affece
tion of a filter, and repofed the fame confidence ip him
as i he were her brother; if it thould appear thac for
{everal years he carried on a criminal intrigue with hcr,
at the fame time that be denied the lawful rites of mars
riage, due to one of the moft amiable of her fex; 1
am afraid, infead of a pactern of the moft perfe& moe
rality, he muft be given up an inftance of uncommon
profligacy, and bc joftly charrrcd with a vice, which,
of ali others, he moit derefted, and from whrch no mqq
ever was more free, I mean llypocrlfy.

Though Lord QOrrery has acquitted him of thiy
charge upon the fame principle that has been here laid
down, yet, pre ﬁ;m bumanitate fua, he has dong u .
only mth aview to placc him in a more odious lights
As the alcount he has piven of this affair, affords one
of the ﬁronﬂeft inftances of thc blindnefs of malice,

and
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and how far, in fearch of it’s gratification, it may over-
“fhoot itfelf, [ {hall here prefent partof ic to the Reader,
that he may judge, fromn that fpecimen, what credit is
due to the selt of the Author’s malevolent remarks on
Swift. I fhall begin with his extraordinary Cormmnents
on the following lines 1o the Poem of Cadenus and Va-
ngffa; where in-a converfation between them, the Aue
thor gives the following account of her fentiments, as

delivered by her.

She well remember’d, to her coft,
That all his leffons were not loft,
Two maxims fhe could fill produce,
~ And fad experience, taught their uie:
¢t That virtue pleas’d by being fhown,
« Knows nothing which it dares not own;:
e Can make us, without fear, diltlole
¢ Our inmoft fecrets to her foes :
« That common forms were not defign'd
« Ihretors to a noble mind,”
~ Now, faid the nymph, to let you fec,
My actions with your rules agree;
That I can vulgar forms defpife,
And have no fecrets 1o difguile,
I knew, by whar you faid and wrir,
‘What dangerous things were inen of wit;
You caution’d me againft their charms,
But never gave me equal arms:
Your leflons found the weakeft part,
Aim’d at the head, and reach’d the heart,

Now in thefe lines, according to the plain and ob-
vious meaning of the words, there are no {entments
which might not have proceeded froin the moft exalied
virtue, and purity of mind. A young Lady, defcribed
as 3 perfe& pattern of modefty, poflefied of

U 4 — that
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————— that decency of mind - e e
So lovely in the female kind,

Where not one carelels thought intrudes,

Lets modelt than che fpeech of prudes

is bere reprefented as about to difclofe her paflion for
her witor, which was kindled in her breaft by his extra-
ordinary talents, and uncommon wirtue. As it was
contrary to the received maxims of the world, that a
womaa fLould be the firit to break her mind on fuch an
ovcalion, the peepares the way by quoting two maxims
of his own which he had raught hery one was, that a
mind confeions of innocence, need never be afhamed
of cdiiclofing its inmott thoushts: the other, that com-
man torms, invenied to keep the vulgar within bounds,
might be difpenfed with, where a fuperior grandeyr of
foulis thown by breaking through fuch barriers, Know-
ing therefore the pusity of her love fof an objedt fo
worthy of it, fhe is not afhamed to declare it; .and
looks upon it as a mark of arcatnefs of mind, to be
above the commen forms of her fex, in being the firft
to diftlofe it. :
Befides, there were other reafons, which would:
Juftily her, even in the opinion of the world, for bejn
the fuft wover in tils cale, anling both fron; -difparity
of years and fortone 5 which might difcourage Cadenuy
from paying his addicilts, bowever he might fecretly
wilb to be ynited to Vaneily,
Now et us [ee in whar manner this paflage has been
explained by the noble Remarker on Swilt’s Life, Im-
mediately after his quotation of ghe foregoing lines, he
thus expatistes upan theny : :
 Suppoling s account to be true, and I own to
you wmy lam, I can fearce think it otherwife, it is evi-
dent thar the fair Vanefu had made a {urprifing pro-

grefy
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grefs in the philofophic do&trines, which fhe had recei-
wed from her preceptor,  Elis rules were certainly of a
.moft extraordinary kind., Fle tougnt her that wice,
as-foon as it defied fhame, was immediately changed in-
"t pfrese.  Thac vulgar forins were not binding upon
Lertain choice fpirits, to whom cither the wricings, or
the perfons of men of wit were acceptable.  She heard
_the Jeffon with attention, and imbibed the philolophy
with eagernefs. The maxims fuited her exaleed turn
of mind. She imagined if the theory appeared fo
“charming, - the praétice nuft be much more delightful.
The clofe connexion of foul and body feemed to re-
quire, in the ‘eye of a female philofopher, that each
fhould fucceed the other in all pleafurable enjoyments,
The former had becn fvfficiendy regaled, why muft
the latter remain unlatisfied 2=—Nature ¢ faid Vaneila,”
 wbbors a vacuum, and nature ought always to be obeyed,
-She communicated thele fentiments to her wtor; bug
:he feemed pat to comprehend her meaning, not to con-
ceive the diffindie rationis thar Liad taken rife in his own
{chool. He anfwered her in the won-efzutial modes.
Talked of friendihip, of the delights of reafon, of
'__gratit-udc, refpeét, and clteemn,  He almoft preached
-upon virtue, and he murtered fome indiftinét phrafes
cconcerning chaftity.  So unaccountable a condu@ in
Cadenus, may be thought rather to proceed from- de-
fofts in nature, than from the ferupulous difficulties of
-a'tender confcience. Such a fuppolition will il ap-
pear more ftrong, if we recolleét the diftant manner
in which Swift cohabited with Stella; colder, if pol-
fible, after, than before {he was his wife,”

1 appeal to the Reader whether he ever met in the

. moft ftupid, or malicious Commentator, fuch a total
P:;yc;‘_ﬁqr; of the meaning of words, To fhew this in
. . : its
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its ftrongelt light, let vs place the Text, and E;p]p,
nation in oppolition to each other. e

)

iy

Texr. ExPLANATION. . .

: o4
‘T'hat vivtue pleaz’d by being thown That vice, as foon as_i; _
Knpows notiing which it dates not own : defied fthame, was ig-
Can make as, withoat foar, dilclefe ' mediately changed m. "
OCur inmoft {ecrets to our fues, to virtue.

That vulgar forms wem
not binding upon car
tain choice fpirits, o -
whom either the wrie
tings, or the perfog_‘u
of mea of wit wepe
gcceptable.

That commen forms were not defign’d
Direflors to a noble mind.

According to this account, the man who had bega.
alt his life a votary to virtne; whofe chief delightit
was to inftill the belt principles into the minds of
youth; who had trained the amiable Stella, from her
early days, in fuch a way, as, by the Remarker's owa
‘defcription of her, made her a model of perfefkion;
this man, I {ay, all of a fudden became a profelyte 1o
vice; betrayed the cenfdence repofed in him by the
mother, his particular friend, to corfupt the mind of
her innocent duughter, {n as to make her lofe all fenfe
of fbame, and even glory in wickednels. And all this,
for what? You will fuppole at leaft that he had fallen
defperately in love with her, and having no hopes-'of_ :
marriage, is determined to gratify his paffion at any
rate, and with this view, tries to erafe from her mind
all principles of virtue and modelty, which might
{tand in his way. Quite the contrary. It appears from
the Remarker’s own account, that when he had accom-
phihed his point, and brought her to as high & degres

| | of
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of depravity as he could with, in order to gratify his
* defires, he changed his whale fyftem, rejected her prof-
fered love, tatked of friendfhip, reafon, graticude, re-
- {poft, efteem, and preached upon.virtue and chaftiry.
- Apd to account for this inconfiltence in his behaviour,
~ he has recourfe to defects of nature, and impotence in
the Dean, Now to fuppofle that a Reverend Divine,
adyanced in life, thould lay fuch a plan to corrupt the
mind of his young pupil, without a poflibility of any
yview to {elf-gratification, and merely to prepare her for
ftitutian to others, ie to charge him with a crime fo
sruly diabolical, as would ftamp a blacker ftain of in-
fary even on the charaCler of a Charires, And yer
this is a charge brought by kord Orrery againt bis
. friend Swift.
" Ta expatiate farther on “the tnconfiftencies, abfurdi-
€ies, and impurities, rifing almoft ta objcenity, in the
Iagc above quoted, and all that refers to the famg
Egc&, would be ucterly unneceflary, as they muft be
obvious to every Reader of the lealt difcernment,
. Butlcannot quit this article without endeavouring tq
wipe away fome of the moft cruel and groundlefs afper-
f;uns that have been thrown on the memory of the ac-
complithed, though unfortunate Vanefla. In all the
sccounts given by Lord Orrery of this Lady, he has
drawn her character as oppofite to that given by Swifr,
s darknefs is to light; and this in fuch pofitive and pe-
remprory terms, that every Reader mult fuppofe he wag
well acquainted with her.  And yet it is certain he ne-
yer faw her in his life, nor had any opportunity to gec
sy mformatlon about her ull many years after her
fleath, as his firft vifit to Ireland was in the year 1733,
Without any other outline before him but what was
praced in his own brain, for he does not even pretend
9 quoke any authority for all that he has advanced up-
on
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on this fubjed, fee what a portrait he has drawn of theJ
celebrated Vane(a, : o
<« Vanity makes terrible devaftation in a fernale breaﬁ'-.f
1t batters down all reftraints of modefty, and catries’
away every fred of virtue. Vanellz was exceedingly
vain. The charaéter given ot her by Cadenus is fine:
paiating, but, in general, fHétitious. She’was fond oft
drefs; tnpatient ro he admired; very romantic i he#
turn of mind; fuperior, in her own.opinion, to allhes
fex ; full of pertnefs, gnicry, and pride; not without
fome agrecable accomnplifiments, but far from. being
either beauriful or genteel; ambitiovs, at any rate (o
be cfieemed a wit, and with that view always affelting
to keep company with wits; a great reader, and.s
violent adiirer of poctry 5 bappy in the thoughts.of be.
fng reputed Seift's concubine, but Sl aiming and intending
to be bis wifz; by natvre haughty and difdaintul, Jook~
ing with the pity of contempt upon: her inferiors, and
with the fmiles of fulf- ;approbation upon hcr equals$
but upon Dr. Switv with the eyes of lover v i
Whoever compares this picture, with that dr'awh-foi
Vanefla in the Poem, will hardly conceive it pofliblé
that they fhould both be copits of the fame originak
In the one, fhe is reprefented as'a model of perfedion?
adorned with every grace and virtue that could raife
her above her fex : in the other, as not pofiefied of oné
good quality, either of mind or perfon, and replete
with fuch foibles, and bad difpofitions, as muft degradé
her to the lowell rank. If ivbe {uppofed that the fort -
mer was a very fattering likenefs, and the chief beaut ..
ties and embellithments there, were only the creaturedy
of a poetic fancy, let us fee bow far the fame paintet

has kept up a refemblance, in the more corrett draw= -

ing, and chaite cclouring of profe. For this purpofe
Jet us have recourfe to a letter of his written to her'th

_Frenchy
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~French, fix years after the Poemn, May 12, 1719, part
-whereof has been already quoted, and of which the
following is a literal tranflation.
a: ¢ 1 make you my complisents on your perfectien in
the French language. It is neceflary to be long ac-
quainted with you, in order to know all your accom-
Pplifaments: every time, in fecing and hearing you,
new ones appear, which before were concealed.  1am
afhamed to think 1 know only the Gafton and Patois in -
~comparifon of you. There is no objection to be made
-either to the orthography, propriewy, elegance, cale, ot
fpirit of the whale. And what a blockhead am 1o
anfwer you in the fame language! You, who are inca-
- _pable of any folly, unlefs it be the efteem you are
-pleafed to entertain for me: for, itis no merit, nor any
proof of my good rtafte, to find out in you all that na-
ture has beftowed on a mortal; that is to fay, bonsur,
virtuz, good fenfe, wit, {weeinels, agreeablencls, and
firmaefs of foul s dut by concealing yourfelf as you do, the
world knotws you not, and vou lofe the culory of millions.
Ever fince I have had the honour of knowing you, 1
have always remarked, that neither in private, nor in
general converfation, has one word ever efcaped you,
which could be better expreffed. And I proteft, that
after. making {requently the moft fevere criticifing, 1
.never have been able to find the leait faulr, either in
your altions, or your words. Coquetry, affe@ation,
prudery, are imperfeétions which you never knew.
And with all this, do you think it poffible not to efteem
you above the reft of human kind? What beafts in
petticoats are the moft excellent of thofe, whom I fee
-difperfed throughout the world, in comparifon of you!
On feeing, or hearing them, I fay a hundred times a
day, {peak not, look not, think not, do nothing like
thofe wretches, What a calamity is it to be the caufe
of
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of bringing down contempt on fo many women, whiy
but far the thoughts of you, would be tolerable enough,
But it is thne to releafe you from this crouble, and .
bid you adieu. Iam, and ever fhall remain, wich all
poffible refpect, ﬁncenty, and efteem, yout's.”
Of thefe two oppofite charaéters, the one was dnﬂh'
by a man of the niceft difcernment, from whofe pitte
cing eye, not the fmallc® blemifh, particularly of fé.
male minds, could lie concealed, and whaofe curn iy
much more to fatyr, than panegyrick ; by one, who
was intimately acquainted with the Lady for wlmﬁi it
was drawn, from her early days, to the time of her.
death. The other, by 2 man, who far from having
any knowledge of the original, had never fo much @
feen her perfon,  Can there be the leaft doubt theh
which is moft likely to be the true enc? But not toselt
upon authority alone, 1 will now fhew that chere cost®l
not have been the leaft foundation for fome of the
blackeft calumnies caft on the character of this unfor-
tunate Lady, in the ahove quoted paffage. The As.
thor there fays, ** That the was happy in the thoughts
of being reputed Swift’s concubine, but Rill aiming
and intending to be his wife.” Now we have already
feen what uncommon pretenlions Swift took, on heér
arrival in Dublin, to conceal from the world ah the
knowledze of his vilittng her; fo that it became ne-
ceffary to her to be as fecret as pollible on that head,
as the knew with certainty, that if it once became ig
town-talk, fhe thould never fee him more, and that he
would at encedrop all correfpondence with her, Whicj;
was the only confolation ‘left her, in chat diftreffed ftase
of mind fo feelingly fet forth in her letters. So thdt
if the had been {o thoroughly depraved, as to place
any ‘part of her happinefs in 2 public lofs of charafter,
fhe covld not have been gratified in fo fingular a tafte,
5 wichout

L
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pichout parting with the fubftance for the thadow: far,

fnthe fame fentence it is faid, ¢ that fhe il aimed and
seended to be his wife.” I believe fo prepofterous &
“plah of bringing about a marriage with a man of the
“{malleit degree of henour, and character in the worid,
‘that of the Lady’s boafting of being his concubing,
“wevér entered into the head of any mortal, but that of
the noble Remarker on Swift’s Life.  And indced the
afertion is fo utterly void of foundatiop, that all the
imercourfe between them, either by vifits or letters,
Wnis carried on in fo fecret a manner, that not a titrle
of it ever tranfpired during the Lady’s fife-time ; nor
wds there the leaft fufpicion of ir, cill it was at once
thazoned to the world, by the publication of the Poem.
A to the other parts of her charadter, ¢ her being fond
®f drefs, inspatient to be admired, fetting up for a wir,
d affeting always to keep company with wits,” &c.
#%¢ find the dire@ reverle of thisto be true, as the led
amoft reclufe life, avoiding as much as pofiible all {o-
<iety, and indulging her unhappy paffion in folitede,
Which gave rife to that paffage in Swift's letter before
guoted, where he fays,—< but by concealing yourfelf
15 you do, the world knows you not, and you lole the
gulogy of millions.”

But his Lordfhip, not fatisfed with drawing this
todious picture of poor Vaneffa, thought there were fome
finifhing ftrokes ftill wanting, torender it more deform-
@l ; he therefore adds, upon the circumftance of Swifi’s
dalt interview, in which he broke with her, the fol-
Jowing traits: ¢ She had long thrown away the geatle
Jenitives of virtve, which, upon this occafion, might
have proved healing ingredients to fo deep, and fo dan-
perous a wound, She had preferred wit to religion;
fhe had utterly deftroyed her charaéter, and her con-
fcience ; and fhe was now fallen a prey to the horror of
' her
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her own thoughts” Now, if he were giving an scw -
count of the molt abandouned profligate . wretch, thet -
ever difgraced her {ex, juft ready to explate her crithes
at Tyburn, could he poliibly have expreffed himfelf in -

fironger terms ? Let the reader only look over the paf-
fage once more, and judge.  And what were the crimey
coramitced by the unfortunate Vanefla, to draw down
on her fo fevere a cenfure. He himfelf has acquiteed
“her of any criminal commerce with Cadenus, from4
fuppofed impoffibility in the nature of things. It ne-

ver was furmifed by any mortal, nor does he bimfelf

pretend to inlinuate, that ever fbe engaged in an affair
of gallantry with any other. Nay fo little does the
feem to have bren under the influence of any defires
of that fort, that fhe rejected with difdain all offers of
marriage, placing her whole happine(s in the fingle
point of her unjon with Cadenus; to which, it would
be abfurd to fuppole, frun his advanced time of life,
thar fenfual gratficacion could have been a chief mo<
tive. It is evident fhe was poffeficd with an extraordi»
nary paifien for onc of the molt extraordinary men of
the age, in which fhe perievered many years wich un-
paralleled conftancy, and at Jength could not outlive
her difappointment. s there any thing criminal in
this? is therc any thine in the ftory which muft noe
" raife pity 1n every breaft, of the lealt humanity ¢ And
yet fee what elfect the malanciioly carafirophe had up-
on the obdurate hearr of the noble Remarker! whe
winds up her ftory thus : < Thus perithed at Celbridge,
under all the agonies of defpair, Mrs. Efther Van-
homrigh ; a miferable exampls of an ill-fpent life, fan=
taftic wit, vifionary {chemes, and female weaknefs,”
I appeal to the reader, whether he thinks it poflible
that any venal Writer, hired by an enemy for the purpofe
of defamation, could have drawn any charafier in terms

of
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o :fnore rancorous malignity. Nor do I believe there
exifts, ¢ven in that proflitute tribe; an individual, who,
if- cold blood, withour provocation, or profpeét of re-
ward, would fet abour fo odious a tafk, What motive
'lHEn' ¢ould induce:this Writer to lay afide the Nableman,
the Gentleman, and the mzn, to commit an att, which
the moft hardened affaffin of reputations would be atham-
®d of 2. Let us luppofe, for an inftant, that all he has
‘fid of this Lady, is true, was he called upon to the
hangman’s office, of. rvangling and embowelling the re- -
mains of a deceated criminal ? But, on the other hznd,
when we are fure that-he could not himfelf know the
“truth of any one affertion he has made; chat he does not
even hine at any authority of others, on which he could
rely; and that he has drawn this charadter in dircé op-
pofition to one given to the [ame perfon, by the beft, and
'moﬂ:'competent judge, in the world ; we thould be apt
to conclude, that the whole mufl have praceeded from a
mind, fraught with an uncommon portion of mahgn'ty
But his conduét may be accounted for upon z princi-
ple not guite of fo black adie. His Lordthip confidered
only how he thould appear in the light of an author.  He
had before drawn a fancied picture of Stella, whom alfo
he had never feen, in which he had collected fuch an al-
femblage of perfections, from the whole catalogue of fe-
male beautics, graces, virtues, and accomplifiments, as
~perhaps never miet in any human creature.  In his great
liberality, among his other qualities beltowed on her, he
gave her {kill in mufic, of which {lie did not know a
note ; for fhe neicher fung, nor played on any inftrument.
As the drawiog of this charalter cott him no fmall pains,
he took the vlual method of novelilts to (et it off, by
making that of her rival a diret contraft to it: whote de-
formity, in its turn, became moie confpicuous, when op-
pofed to che beautiful colouring in the other.  And in
' X _ doing

S
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doing this he anfwered another end, which he neverlofes |
fight of throughout his work, that of degrading Swift a3
much as poflible : for, if the charatters of thofé two Las
dies were jultly drawn, nothing could have thown a myre
dJepraved tafte in Swift, than any preference given to~th_ :
latter, over the former, _

1 {hall clofe the hiftory of this unfortunate Lady. w;th
wo little Poems written by her, ftrongly defcriptive of -
her ftate of mind, and afording, in fome meafure, a.d;;ﬁ :
firmation of the account I have given of her.

‘An. ODE to SPRING.

Hasr, bluthing goddefs, beauteous Springy
Who, in thy jocund train, doft bring )
Loves and Graces, {miling hours,

Balmy breezes, fragrant flowers,

Come, withtints of rofeate hue,

Nature's faded charms renew.

Yet why fhould I thy prefence hail ?

To me no more the breathing gale

Comes fraught with fweets, no more the rofg
With fuch tranfcendent beauty blows, '
As when Capenvus bleft the feene,

And fhar’d with me thofe joys ferene.
When, unperceiv’d, the lambent firg

Of Friendthip kindled new defire 5

Stitl liltening to his tuneful tongue,

The truths which angels might have fung,
Divine impreft their gentle {way,

And {weetly flole my foul away.
My puide, inftru&tor, lover, friend,

{Dear names {) in one idea blend 5

Oh'! lill conjoin’d, your incenfe rife,

And wafs fweet odours to the (kies.
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An ODE o WISDOM.

" OH Pacras! !invoke thy aid!
) . Youchfafe to hear a wrerched maid,
.. By tender love depreft;
. *Tis juft that thou thould’ heal che fmart,
. Infli&ed by thy fubtle art,
~ And calm my troubled breaft:

No random fhot from Curip’s bow,
But by thy guidance, foft and flow,
It funk within my heart:
Thus, Love being arm’d with Wildom’®s force,
In vain I try to flop its courle,
In vain repel the darr.

O Goddefs, break the fatal Jeague,

Let Love, with Folly and Intrigue,
More fit affociates find 1

And thou alone, within my breaft,

O deign to foothe my griefs to reft,
And heal my tortur’d mind.

~ Immediately after the death of Mifs Vanhomrigh, as I
have already mentioned, Swift made a tour of two months
in the fouthern parts of Ireland: during which Mrs,
-Johnfon remained at Wood-park ; nor did the quit ir for
. {fome months after his return, probably occafioned by her

refentment at the preference given by him to her rival.
- However upon her return to Dublin, a reconciliation {oua
- mok place. He welcomed her to town in that beautiful
Poem, called < Stella at Wood-park,” in which he in-
dulged his ufual vein of raillery, but concludes with 4
high compliment to Stella.

v For tho” my raillery were true,
A cottage is Wood-park with you.
X3 He
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He had an epportunity not leng after of fhewing chat
he was fGncere i this declaation, as be paffed a whole
fummser with her at Qilea, in as inconvenient a cabin,

and as dreary @ conntry & could any where be met with ;
a nd vee he often declared that they were fome of the hap-
pictl howrs of bis life which he thus pafled,  They were
tudecd fome of the lalt in which he had any emoyment
in her fociety, as (e foon after fell into a decline, attend-
ed with fuch fymproms as alforded lictle vrofpet of any
long continuance of lite.  T'he firll account of her Qtate
being defperate, reached Swift in London, as was before

related,  The Jollowing cxtralls from his Jetter to Dr.
Sheridan on the occaiion, will belt thew with what ago-
ares of mnnd e recetved 1t

¢ 1 have vour’s Juft now of the 19:h and thc aceount
you give me, is ROt hiny but what 1 have fome time ex-
ne&ed with the utmoft agonies. 1t was at this time the
hei'c office your frivndihip could do, rot to deceive me.
1 Jock upon this to be the greatell event that can ever
happen to we, bur all v p eparations will not quﬁcc o
make me bear it like & Philulspher, nor altogether like a
Chriftian.  Uhere has boen the moft intimawe friendthip
between s Trome her childhood, and the gréate& merit.on
fer {ide, that cver was v one human creature towards
another.  Nay, i 1 were now vear her, 1 would not fee
her 3 | coull sot behave myleit tolerably, and fhould res
double het forow. Judge in what 2 temper of mind
wiite this. Uhe very tine T am writing, 1 conclude the
fiireft feul o the workd has lefc irs body-—-—Confu[ionT
that | am this momeat eailed down to a vifitor, when [
amt i the couniry, and not i my power to deny myfelf,
L isave pedcd a very canfivainad hour, and now return to
by ! kaow wor whato I lave been long weary of the
world, and il for w1y fondl reaainder of years be weary
of 1ife, haviny for cver Jult that converfation, which a-
e ceuld mabe 1 rolerable”

| Soon
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< Baon after this, we have jeen that he rerurted to Jre-
Jand, where he found the danger over, and was made
happy by her recovery. But on his next journey to Lon-
don in the following year, fie was again glarared with an
account of a moft dangerous relapfe.  The efelt this had
on him will be beft defcribed by his own expreffions in
his Jetrer to Dr. Sheridan.
"« [ have had your lerter of the tgth, and expelt, be-
fore you read this, to receive, another from you, with
the moft faral news ghat can ever come 1o Mme, unlefs 1
“fhould be put to death for fome ignominious crime. 1
eontinue very il with mvy giddinefs” and deatnefs, and 1
fhall be perfeétly content £ God Mall pleafe to call me at
this ime. I beg, if you have not writ to we before you
get this, [0 rell me no particulars, but the event In ge-
peral : my weakncls, mwage, oy friendthip will bear no
more. 1 do not intend o refurn Lo Jredand fo foon as I
_purpofed-, I would not be there in the ondit of gricf,
Neither my health nor gricf will permit me to fay more.
'This froke was unexpected, and my fears lall year Wwere
fen times greater.”
- n a {ubtequent Jeuer he fays, © 1£ 1 had any tolerable
he’alrh, 1 would go this monknt to Treland 5 yet 1 think
1 would not, confidering e news 1 daily expect o hear
from vou. 1 have jult recoived yours of Augult the
pqth.  1keptitan hout in my pocket, with all the {ui-
penfe of a man who expected to hear the worlt news that
fortune could give him, and a tive fame time was not a-
“ble to hold up my head. Thefe are perquidtes of hiving
long; the lalt A&k of life is always a tragedy at beft; but
‘v is a bitter azgravation.to have one’s hefl friend go be-
fore one. 1 do profcls, vpon My Gaivation, that the dit-
wreffed and defperate condition of our fricnd, makes life
fo indifferent to me, who by courlis of nature have {o lit-
tle left, that 1do not think it worth the tiae o {truggle;
R yes
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yet I thould think, according to what had been formerly,
that I may happen to overcome this diforders and tor-
what advantage ¢ Why, to fee the lofs of that perfon,.
for whofe fake only life was worth preferving. What,
have I to do in this world ? I never was in fuch agonies as,
when I received your letcer, and had it in my pocket.
I am able to hold up my forry head no longer.” :
Let any one who underftands the language of nature, .
judge whether the Writer of the above paffages, had not
a heart {ufcepuible of the utmolt tenderneis and warmth.
of friendfhip. :
Nor was it to hi¢ friend Sheridan alone that he thui
opened his heart: T have a letter before me, never pub.
lithed, to Mr. Stopford, then at Pars, dated from
Twickenham, July 20, 1726, in which is the following
paffage: < I fear [ (hall have more than ordinary realons
to with you a near neighbour to me in Ireland, and that
your company will be more neceflary than ever, when [
tell you that ] never was in fo great dejeétion of fpirits,
For [ lately received a lcteer from Mr. Worral, that ong
of the two oldeft and dearefl friends I have in the world,
is in o defperate a condition of health, as makes me ex
pect every poft to hear of her death. Tt is the younger
of the two, with whom I have lived in the greateft frienda
fhip for thirty-three years, 1 know you will fhare in my:
trouble, becaufe there were few perfons whom I believe
you more effeemed.  For my part, as I value life very
little, fo the poor cafual remains of it, after fuch a lofs,
would be a burden that T muft heartily beg God Als
mighty to enable me 1o bear: and I think there 1s not a
greater folly than that of entering into too {trict and par-
ticular a friendfhip, with the lofs'of which a man muft be
abfolutely miferable, bur efpecially at an age when it @8
too late to engage ina new fricnd(hip.  Belides, that wag
a perfon of my own rearing and intructing from child-
2 hood,
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“hood, who excelled in every good quality that can pof-
fibly accomplith a human creature. 'I'hey have hitherto
written me deceiving letters, but Mr, Worral has been (o
jufk and prudent as to tell me the truth; which, how-
ever racking, is better than to be ftruck on the {fudden,
Dear James, pardon me. I know not what | am faying,
but believe me chat violent friendfbip is much more laft-
ing, and as much engaging, as violent love. Adieu.

“ If this accident thould happen before { fet out, 1
believe I {hall ftay this winter in England, where it will
be at Jeaft ealier to find fome repofe than upaon the {pot,”

However, as fhe ftill continued to linger on, dying by
flow degrees, he returned to Dublin, as we bave before
feen, in order o difcharge the laft melancholy offices of
- friendfhip, by fmoothing her paffage to the grave, and
{oftening the terrors of death with all the comfortable
hopes which religion can hold forth. The prayers com-
poled by him on this occafion, are written in as pure 3
. ftrain of Chriftian piety, as ever came from an uninfpired
en.

P A fhort time before her death a fcene paffed between
the Dean and her, an account of which I had from my
father, and which 1 fhall relate with reluftance, as it
feems to bear more hard on Swift’s humanity than any
other part of his conduct in life.  As fhe found her final
diffolution approach, a few days before it happened, in
the prefence of Dr. Sheridan, fhe addreffed Swift in the
moft earneft and pathetic terms to grant her dying re-
quett. Thar as the ceremony of marriage had pafled be-
tween them, though for fundry conliderations they had
not cohabited in that ftate, in order to put it out of the
power of {lander to be bufy with her fame after death,
fhe adjured him by their fricndihip to lec her have the fa-
tisfaction of dying at leaft, thougl {hé had pot lived, his
acknowledged wife. Swift made no- reply, but turning

x 4 QR
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on his heel, walked filently out of the room, nor. ‘eves
faw. her afterwards during the few days the lived. " Thiy
behaviour threw Mrs. johnion into unfpeakable atro'n'ie!,'
and for a time fhe funk under the weight of fo cruel g
difappointment,  But foon after, roufed by indignation;
fhe inveighed againft his cruelty in the bitterelt termd |
and fending for a lawyer, miade, her will, bequeathing hat
fortune by her own name to charitable ufes. This wag
done in the prefence of Dr. Sheridan, whom fhe appoint-
ed one of her executors,  Upon this eccafion the Dogtof
gave an itance of his difinterefied fpiri; 3 Tot when Mrs,
Fohplon twentioned his name to the lawyer, annexing 3
very hand{ome legacy to ir, the Dodtor immediately in-
rerpofed, and would not fuffer it to be put down, faying,
that as (he difpoled of her fortune to fuch pious ufes, he .
fhould think he defrauded the charity it he accepted of
any part of it. During thie few duys The lived aiter this,
Dr, Sherdan gave her conflant atiendance, and was mn the-
chamber when fhe breathed herlafr. T1is geief for her Jofs
wits not pernaps infenor to the Pean’s. e admired her
avove all iuman bewngs, snd loved her with a devotion as
pure as that which we waould pay to Angels. ~ She, on
ber parg, had carly fingled him our from all the Dean’s
acquatatance, 4s her confidential friend.  There grew up
the clolelt amity between thenmt, which fubfifted, without
interruption, to rhe time of hcr death,  During her long
Mnels, he never pafied an bour from her which could be
ipared from bufinefs ; and bis converfation, in the Dean’s
ablence, was the chiet cordial w fupport her drooping
fpirits.  Of her great regard for him Swift bears tefti-
mony, 1o the clof: of one of his letters ta hina from Lon-
con, where be fays, « I fear while yau are reading this,
you widl be fhedding tears ae her funcral: fhe loved you
well, and a great fhare of the Little merit 1 have with you,
i awing to her fedicitation.”  No wander therefore if the
' Dotor’y
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Do&or s humanity was {hocked at the laft {cene which he
fow pals between her and the Dean, and which affelted
him fo much, that it was a long time before he could be
‘thoroubhly reconciled to him,
- Yer on the Dean’s part it may be faid, that he was
" taken by iurpnfe, and had no reafon to expe& fuch an
prrack at that time.  We have already feen the motives
which induced him to go through the ceremony, and the
conditions upon which it was performed.  After feveral
‘years paffed without any conlequence from it, or any rea-
. fou offered for publithing this to the world, it feems to
~ have been n agreed between them that the whole fhould be
‘buried in oblivion, as if no fuch thing had ever happened.
Infomuch, that he had recomymended it to her to make
‘her will, and bequeath her tortune to a charitable ule
which he had pointed out to her.  The marriage was evi-
‘dently 2 mcre matter of form, intended enly to fatisfy
- fome vain {cruples of the Lady, without any view to the
~ufual ends of matrimony, and therefore was in fadt no
‘marriage at all.  To acknowledge her as his wife, when
4n reality the never had been 1uch, would be o give
{andtion to a falfhood, and at the fame time afford an op-
portunity to bufy rongues to draw a thoufand inferences
prejudicial o his chara&ter.  Or, if the real flate of the
-gafe weve known, and it were believed chat no confuma
.mation ever followed on this marriage, yer he thoughr it
‘would il become the charader of a dignitary of the
" church, to have it known to the world ihat he had made
“a mockery of {o facred a ceremony, thongh he might re-
«gonctie it to himielf upon principles of humanity.  Be-
fides, the tongue of frandal had been very bufy with his
Jfme in regard 1o Mifs Vanhomrigh y and they who could
~charge him with an illicit amour there, would not fail ta
-aggravate the matter, by (hewing that he had a wife at
;hc fame tme.  Oa thele confiderations he had long re-
{olved
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folved that the fecret of the ceremony’s having paffed be-
tween them, fhould never be divulged ; and he had all‘
the reafon in the world to believe that Mrs, Johnfon way'
in the fame fentiments.  How anxious he was o guard

againft any appearance of that fort, we may learn from.
his letters to Mr. Worral, written from England at. the -
time her life was defpatred of. In which there are the.
following paffages, July 15, 1726, ¢ What you tell

me of Mrs. Jolmfon, I have long expeted, with greag

oppreffion and heavinels of heart. I have thefe two

months feen through Mrs, Dingley’s difouifes : and jn,

deed ever fince 1 left you, my heart has been fo funk,

that 1 have not been the fame man, nor ever thall be

again, but drag on a wretched life, 6l it (hall pleafe .
&od (o call me away, I wilh it could be brought about

that fhe might make ber will., Her intentions are, to-
Icave the intereft of all her fortune to her mother and it
ter, during their lives, and afrerwards to Dr. Stephens's

bofpital, to purchale lands for fuch ufes there, as fhe de-

figns. Think how I am difpofed while I write this, and -
forgive the inconfiftencies. 1 would not for the univerfe -
be prefent at foch a trial, as that of feeing her depart,

She will be among friends, that upon her own account

and grear worth, will tend her with all poffible ¢ars,
where I fhould be a trouble to her, and the greateft tog-

ment to myfelf.  In cafe the matter fhould be defperate,
I would have you advife, if they comie to town, that they-
fhould be lodged in fome healthy airv part, aund #ot in the

Deanery 5 u]ilth befides, you know, caimot ful bt a

very improper thing for that houfe 1o breathe ber Idﬁ

.

In another of September 12, 1727, he fays, ¢ B?
Dr, Sheridan’s frequent letters, 1 am, every poft, - exs
préting the death of a friend, with whofe lofs 1 thali. have
very Jiule regard for the few years that nature may leave

me,
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me. I defire to know where my two friends lodge. * I
zave a caution to Mrs. Brent, that it might not be ix *
domo decani, quoniam boc minime decet, uti manifeffum off :
babto enim malignos qui fniftre boc interpretabantur, f; eve-
siat (quod Deus avertat) ut illic moriatur.”
- Thus predetermined as he was in this peint, and fa-
tisfied that Mrs. Johnfon perfectly acquicfced in it, no-
 thing could have aftonifhed him more than {uch a pro-
pofel. He thought it both unkind ard unreafonable
in his bofom friend to make fuch a requelt ; which, if
granted, could be of no ufe to her when dead, and
might be the cavfe of much uneafinels to him the fur-
vivor. The pretence the made with regard to her cha-
rater, he knew coukd be only a pretence, as no woman
living had a more unblemithed reputation, being con-
fidered by all who knew her as a perfed pattern of mo-
defty to her fcx, and fo reported in the world. It might
therefore be imputed, with probability, to no other
caufe but vanity ; to have her name preferved to future
ages as the wife of fo extraordinary a man; and he mighe
think himfelf not bound to gratify a weaknefs in her,
at the expence of procuring much difgquiet to himfelf,
And though there was an apparent croelty in his beha-
viour on this occalion, yet whoever could have looked
into his breaft at the time, would probably have found
it agitated with as deep a concern at his not being able
to comply with Ler requeft, as fhe was art his refufal of
it

A relation of this tranfaltion fully confirms the ac-
‘gount } have given of the nature of their union. For
the only unequivocal proof remaining of the ceremony’s
having pafled between thein, arifes from Mrs. Johnton’s

. # In the Deanery-houle, beenufe this would evidently be very im-
-proper, as [ have, many maligners, who would put a bad jorerpreca.
tion un it, i it thould happen (which God forbid i) that fhe fhoud die
thepe,
: declaration -
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declaration of it, in the prefence of Dr. Sheridan, at’
the time above-mmentioned,  And as the falt has of'lat‘qf
been denied, upon the authoricy of perlons fo clofely” .
connefted with the parties, as to give it great weight,’
1 thought it neceflary to adduce this indubitable proof
of the truth of the account which I have given of thn;
affair.

Upon this occafjon, there is one obfervation to be
made much to Swift’s honour; which is, that in refud
fing to acknowledge Mrs. Johnfon as his wife, he gavc’
up all pretenfions to her fortune, which otherwife mufe

of courfe have come to him. But he had no view to=

wards any inheritance from her, either as a wife, or d
friend. Yor we find by his lecter to Worral above
nuoted, that le had loeg before fuggelted the idea 1o
her of leaving Lier Foruwc to c]mnml)le ufes, and feems -

prefling that fhe fhould be prevailed on to make her-

will acrordingly.  The fame dilinteretted fpiric did he
firew with regard to Mils Vashomrnigh, breﬁking off all
conncction with her at a time when he knew fhe had in
her will bequeathed her whele fortune to him, ‘which
was very conliderable.  So rhat, at this period of his
Tife at leall, avarice had laid no hold of him.

Thos have T given a wue relation of the nature of

Swift’s connelion with Nrs. Johufon, and laid open
the caufe of their never having cohabited alter the ce-
reiony ef marrizge had patled berween them., To

account for which fo many conjeétures have been for-

med without any {oundation.  Among thefe there was
one (o very abfurd, and 1o vrerly in‘*poﬂ'lblc to be true,
that iz is wonderful how it conld ever gain any credit ;-

aisd yer this report was for a long time generally fpread
aud believed. It was afferted, without any thadow of
“preof, that Mrs. Johnfon was a natural daughter of Sir

Willian ’l‘cmph:’s; and 1 the fame way, thap Swift
way
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was.his fon, and thut the difcovery of this confangui-
, "Fﬁty, when or how made was never told, was the caufe
of their not cohabiting. Now to.overthrow this, it is
only neceflary to examine the time of Swift’s birth,
" which was in November 1667, and to fhew that Sir
\;’\Tilliam Temple had been employed as Ambaffador in
the treaty of Nimeguen, two years before, and three
years after that date, during which time he refided con-
ftantly abroad. And indeed there is good reafon to be-
lieve chat he never fo much as faw Swift’s mother in
his life.  This was fo clearly fhewn by Dr. Delany,
that any meation of it here might be thought vnnecel-
fary, had there not been publifhed fince that time 2 molt
circumftantial account of that affair, in the Gentle-
man’s Magazine for November 1757, in which the
Writer pretends to give the whole account of Mrs,
Johofon’s Life, as well as that of her mother, with
fuch a confident air, and fo many minute particulars, as
deceived one of the Editors of Swift's Works into a be-
lief that the account was authentic; tnlemuch, that he
has inferted the whole in the notes upon one of the vo-
lumes. How he came to place fuch implicit confidence
in the veracity of an Anonymous Writer, is ltrange;
but it would be caly to prove, that the whole of this
fiftitious tale was the invention of fume novelilt, who
had a mind to amufe him{elf with fhewing how calily
the credulity of mankind is impofed on, by any ex-
traordinary or marvellous ftory. However, in order to

- deftroy the fabric, it will be only neceffary to fay, that
the whole was founded upon a fat already proved im-
poflible to be true, which is that Swift was Sir William
Temple's fon. And with relpet 1o Mrs. Johnfon,
there can be no reafen to doubt the authority of Swift's
account, who, in the Jittle Tra& written on her death,
- has this paffage. ¢ She was born at Richmond in
Surry,
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Surry, on the 13th day of March in the yeaf 'xﬁlﬂf‘-_
Her father was a younger brothes of a good fam:ly‘{ :
Nottnghamfhire, her mother of a lower degree; 2 d
indeed fhe had little to boalt of her birth.”

Having thus dcveloped his conduét, which has h.b-
therto appeared in fo myiterious a light to the world,
with regard to the two unfortunate Ladies, who ha
placed their affeétions on an objeét probably not capable
of making a fuitable return, or who, at leaft, had Ihcwn
himfelf a perfect Platonifl in love; I fhall now examine
his character with regard to the ftill nobler affeétion of
the human mind, 1 mean friendthip. There have been
already many inftances given in the courfe of this worky .
to fhew that he had a heart fufceptible of the warmett
impreflions of that forr, but {till his friendhip was por=
tioned out among numbers; and it feems to have beep
atmoft equally fhared by Addifon, Prior, Arbuthnot;
Gay, Pope, Lord Oxford, Duke of Ormond, Lord Pe-
terborough, and many others; but to the perfeétion of
true friendfhip it is neceffary that there fhould be ons
particular individual, felected from the reft of mankind;
who may be confidered as another {eif, to whoin we can
unbolom our moft fecret thoughts, before. whom we
are not afhamed to lay open our weakneffes and foiblesy
or, in the expreffive phrafe, to think aloud. This poft
was never hitherto accupied by any man; bur Swife
found no deficiency on that account, as it was amply,
and more plealingly fupplied by one of the other fex,
the incomparable Stella, And to this, in procefs of
time, did Sheridan {ucceed. His acquaintance with
the Dean commenced foon after his fettlement in Jre-
land in the following manner. The Dean, who had
heard rauch of Sheridan as a man of wit and hwnour,
defired 2 comimon friend to bring them together, They
palled the duy much to their mutuad farssfaction s and

when
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when the company broke up at night, Swift in his
wfual ironical way, faid, *Linvite all here prefent to
"dine with me next Thurfday, except Mr. Sheridan,”
but with a look which exprefled that the invitation was
made wholly on his account.  Thhere are certain {pirits,
soncordes anime, that on the {irft interview feel an irre.
fible artraction to each other, and rufh into friend-
fhip, as fome do into love, at firft fight; and fuch was
the cafe berween thele two men of genius, who had a
great fimilarity both of difpofition and talents; and who
in a thort time became infeparable. This union was
forwarded, and afterwards cemented by Stella, who
gave the Docttor the preference to all the Dean’s other
friends.  As Swift had pafled very lirtle time in Dublin
previous to his fertling there, he had very few acquaint-
ance except among thofe of high ftation; to the pro-
gotion of fome of whom he had contribured, and did
good offices to others, when he was in power; {uch as
the Primate, Archbithop of Dublin, the Lord Chan-
cellor Phipps, Bifhop Sterne, &Fc. but as he withed for
a fociety where he could be more at his eafe, and in-
dulge his {portive fancy, Sheridan introduced him into
1 pumerous acquainrance of the moft diftinguifhed
men of thofe times for talents, erudition, and com-
panionable qualities. As he was allowed to be the firft
fchoolmafter in the kingdom, an intimacy with thofe
Fellows of the College, whoft acquaintance he chofe
to cultivate, followed of courfe; and there happened
at that time to be a greater number of learned and in-
genious men in that body, than cver had been known
before at any given period. An acquaintance naturally
gommenced with {uch families of diftin&tion as en-
trufted their children to his care.  Befides, as he was
looked upon to be one of the moft agrecable compa-
panions in the world, his focicty was much courted by

all

- —
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all perfons of tafte.  With a fele& (et of thefe did Swifs
pafs moft of his feltive hours for many vears; but i

ilie round of entertainments care was always'takcn- to

engage Sheridan before a party was fixed, as the Dear

was never known to be in perfeét good humour, but -

when he was one of the company. S
As many of the evening parties were made up of this

chofen fet in the college, where fubjects of literaturt -

were often the topics of converlation, Swift, who could
not bear to be confidered in an inferior light by any fos
ciety into which he had eatered, found it neceffary m
revive his knowledge of Greek and Latin, which in.the
hurry of politics and buftle of the world, he had fo losg
neglected.  With chis view he invited Dr. Sheridan:to

pafs his vacations with him ar the Deancry, where ai
apartment was ficred up for hun, which ever after, went

by Dhis name; and aflited by him he went through &
complete courfe of the Greek and Roman claflics. This

grave him a {ull opportutity of feeing the profound

knowledge which the Doltor had of thofe languages §
and he ever after pronounced him to be the beft {tho-
lac in Eurove,  Thus living together frequently in the
fame houle, ina communion of the fame ftudies, and
the fame amufements, a clofer conneétion and mare
intimare union followed, than Swift had ever kndwn
with any mortal except Stella,  As Sheridan was the
moft open undifguifed man in the world, it did not res

quire much time or penetration to fee into his whole
charadter; in which Swift found many things to ad«

mire, many things to love, and little to offend.. He

had the ftricteft regard to truth, and the highell fenfe

of honour; incapable of difiimulacion in the fimalleft

degrev; generous to a fauit, and charitable in the exw
treme.  Of a proud independent ipirjt, which would"
pot fufler him to crouch to the great ones of the world |

For
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for anjr favour, nor to put on even the appearance of
flattery. He had a heart formed for friendthip, in
which Swifc had the firlt place. It was impoffible not
to éfteem a man pofleffed of qualities {o congenial with
his own ; but his dfection was engaged by thofe of 2
les exalted kind; and more plealing in the general in-
tercourfe of life. Sheridan had a lively fancy, and a
furprifing qUicknefs of invention., He had {uch a per-
petual Bow of {pirits; fuch a ready wit, and varicty of
humour, that I have ofwen heard his acquaintance f{ay,
it was impoffible for the molt {plenetic man not to be
cheerful in his company. Imagine what a teeafure chis
muft be to Swift, in that gloomy fate of mind, into
which the difappointment of all his views; upon the
Queen’s death had thrown him; and in which we find
from his letters, he continved fo many years. Defpair
of doing any good, had turned his thoughts wholly
from public affairs, which before had ingrofled {o much
of his time ; and he was not in a difpefition to fet about
any work that would require much thought, or labous
of the brain; he therefore gave himfelf wholly up 1o
the bagatelle, and to writing nothing but jeux d'efpriz;
in which no one was better qualified to keep up che ball
than Sheridan.  For one whele year it was zgreed that
they {hould write to each other in verte every day, and
were to be upon honour that they would take up no
more than five minutes in compoling each letrer,
Numbers of Riddles, ﬁnglo—Latin Letters, and other
whims of fancy were produced in the fame way,  Bur
as thefe were only intended for private amufement; mo(t
of them, when they had ferved cheir turn, were com-
miteed to the Rames,  Some few, however, have efca-
ped, and are printed in his Works ; which may ferve
to gratify the coriolity of fuch Readers, as may be de-
firous 1o have a private peen, as it were, at the fancy of

Y this
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this great génins, when frolickfome and unreftraineg
fhe was playing ber fportive gambols en defbadille.
With all thele good gualities and pleafing talents,

Swift faw fome weaknefles and infirmities in his friend,

which he in vain endeavoured to cure. However fkilled
“he might be in books, he was 2 perfet child as to the
knowledge of the world., Being wholly woid of artifice
and delign himifctf, he never {ulpected any in othersy
and thus became the dupe of all artful men with whom
he had any conncction. As he knew not how to fet g
troe value on money, he had no regard to ceconomy;
and his purfe was always open to the indigeat, without
conlidering whether he could afford it or not.  In con-
verfation, his fancy was not always under the direftion
of dilcretion, and he (requently gave offence by fudden
fallics, without intending it.  Swift aéted the partof 2
true friend on thele occafions, and was net fparingﬁ of

kis admonitions and advice as opportunities offered; .

but he found the [dltor too opinionated to be guided

by the judgment of cthers, though his own was too,

weak to reftrain bis natwral propenfities. In this cafe
the belt fervice to be done, was, toincreale his income
in proportion to the largenefs of his fpirit, as his [pirit
was rot to be confined within the bounds of his income.
With this view Swift was indefatigable in his endea-
vours te promote the flourithing flate of his {chool.
He recommended him to all as the ableft Maiter of the

age; and publifbed a Copy of Latin Verfes in his praife *

as fuch; be defcended even at times to aét as his Uther;
and frequently attended at fchool to hear a clafs; whea
the Doltor was ill, or abfent in the country, he fup-
plied his place; and was always one ¢f the Examiners
at the Public Quarterly Examinations,  Such atrention
paid by one of Swift’s high charaéter, could not fail of
railing the reputation of the fchool ; and accordingly it

increaled
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{nctealed fo rapidly, that in a few years the dumber of
fcholars far excceded that of any other feminary ever
‘known in that kingdom. But Swift faw with concern
‘that his expences kept pace with his income, and in-
«tteafed in the fame proportion, Indulging his natural
difpofition, he made frequent coltly entertainments,
“and on certain days when he was freed from the after-
‘noon attendance on fchool, his table was open to all
Bons vivans, jovial companions, £&¢.  And where mirth
and good wine circulated fo brifkly, it is to be fuppofed
there was no lack of guelts. Swifc faw there was no
Tikelihood of any change in his condu&t, while he con-
tinued in the {ame place, and allociated with the fame
fets.  In compaffion therefore o his young and yearly
increaling family, he formed the defign of having him
removed, vpon very advantageous terms, to a diftanc
patt of the kingdom, where he would have no {uch
temptation to indulge the cxtravagance of his difpofi-
tion.” It happened at that time that the fchoolmafter of
‘Armagh was'in a declining ftate of health. Thac fchool
‘was richly endowed with lands, whofe clear rent amount-
ed to four hundred pounds a year, a confiderable income
in thofe days, and fully equal to double that fum at
prefent.  Swift wrote to a friend in Armagh to fend off
an exprefs to him inftantly on the death of the incum-
‘bent. Immediately on the receipt of this, he waited
on Primate Lindfay (ro whofe advancement Lindfay
himfelf acknowledges in one of hisletters, Swifc had
‘chiefly contributed) faym" he had a fwour to beg of
him. That he was going ro turn fchoolmalter, and de-
fired he would give hiin the fchool of Armagh. 1t is
not vacant, faid the Primate.  Yes butitis, fuld Swift,
fhewing him the letter he had received by exprefs,  Af-
ter {fome raillery from the Primate on the Dean’s turn-
ing fchoolmalter, Swift at laft fuld, Well, my Lord,
Y 2 let
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let me have the difpofal of the fchool, and Il engage
to fill it up to your mind; Imean to place Sheridan n
it.  The Primate confented without helitation. Swift
immediately went to the Doftor with the news, who
had not the leaft previaus intimation of the affair from
the Dean.  After due acknowledgments of his kinda
nefs on this occalion, Sheridan faid that he muft take
formne time to conlider of it, and that he could not take
a ftep, upon which the whole colour of lis future life
depended, without con{ulting his fricnds.  Your friends,
faid Swift, you will ever be a blockhead as to the world
becaufe they are pleafed with your company, and gra-
tify themfelves in pafling many happy hours with you
in focial mirth, you fuppole them to be your friends.
Believe me there 1s Little true friendfhip in the world 5
and it is not impofiible but the very men who now hug
you to their bofoms, may hereafter turn out to be your
inveterate enemies. Take my advice; confult none of
them; but accepr withour helitation of an offer which
will fecure you a handfome income for life, independent
of cafualties. Beflides, yourfchool will probably flou-
rith as much there as here, as the high reputation you
have gained in Dublin will follow you to the North,
and fecure 1o you all the boys of that moft populous
and opulent part of the kingdom.

The Door tidl perfifted in his refolution of cona-
fulting his friendss and at a meeting of them for that
purpole, chiefly compofed of the Fellows of the Col~
lege, they were unanimoufly of opinion that he (hould
by no means accept of the propofed offer. They re-
prefented to him that his fehool was in a2 moft fAourifh-
ing flate, and likely to increafe daily, That he could
“not hope to have any thing like the number of pupils
in a country town, as in the capital 3 and his income,
even with the addition of tie endowment, would pro-

bably
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bably not be greater.  That by :efiding in Dublin, he
. might make {uch powerful connettions, as would raife

- him to confiderable church preferments, all expeftation

of which he muft give up if he buried himfelf in an ob-
fcure corner of the kingdom. By thefe, and other ar-
guments of the like nature, the Doctor was ealily per-

. fuaded to follow the bent of his inclination. For it

muft have been with great relu&ance that he would
have quitted the fociety of fuch a number of learned,
ingenious, and agreeable men, as then formed the
gircle of his acquaintance.

The Dotor had too much reafon afterwards to re-
pent of his not having foliowed Swift’s advice, as what
he had forctold, in a few years came to pafs, Thofe
very men, whom he confidered as his belt friends, fec
up another {chool in oppofition to his, which they (up-
ported with all their intereft, of which che Dodtor [peaks
in the following manner in a lecter 1o Swift: ¢ As for
my guondam friends, as you fhile them, gromdem them
all, Itis the moft decent way I can curfe them; for
they lulled me afleep, till they flole my {chool inta the
hands of a blockhead, and have driven me towards the
latter part of my life to a difagreeable folitude; where
I have the mifery to refleét upon my folly in making
fuch a perfidious choice, at a time when it was not in
my nature to fufpeét any foul upon earth.” In anfwer
to which Swift fays—*¢ 1 own you have too much rea-
fon to complain of fome friends, who, next to your-
{e}f; have done you mott hurt; whom 1 ftill effeem and
frequent, although I confels I cannot heartily forgive.
Yet cercainly the cafe was not merely perfonal malice to
you (although it had the fame effelts) but a kind of [
know not what jobb, which one of them hath often
heartily repented.”

Nothing could place Swzft s friendfhip in a more con-
fpicuous or difintereficd light, than this whole tranfac-

Y 3 tlon.
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tion, T'o have parted with Sheridan at that period of
life, when all was gloom about him, when he maft
wanted fuch a friend co raife his drooping fpirits; and
fuch an aflociate in the only amufements which he wag
then capable of relifhing, would have been ta him like
the lofs of a imb.  Yer when he thaught that it wag:
neceffary for the intercfts of the Doétor and his family,:
that lie thould remove from his {etclement in town, tor .
a more advantageous and [ecure one 1n the conntry, he -
himielf planned the fcheme of his removal, which way:
likely to end, with but few intervals, in a feparation:
for life. How different is this from the falfe reprefenta- -~
tion made of him by Lord Orrery: He had faid - -
t« The alfe®tion between Theleus and Pirithous, wag
pot greater than between Swift and Sheridan; but the
friendlhip that cemented the two ancient heroes, pros
bably commenced upon motives very different from
thoft which united the two modern Divines.” - Hig
Lordihip did not think proper to ftate what thofe mo- -
tives were ; and after having drawn Sheridan’s characa
ter, with as little regard to truth, and in many point.'a;
as hittdle refemblance to the original as any of his other
poriraits, he affigns Swift’s clofe arrachment to him tq
the meanelt and moft felAlh motives; where he fayg
f¢ In this firuation, and with this difpofition, Swift faft,
encd upon him as upon a prey, with which he tntended
to regale him{elf whenever lis appetite fhould promp
him. Sheridan therefore was kept conftantly wichig
his reach; and the only time he was pennicted to gaq
beyond the limits of his chain, was, to take pofleffion
of a living in the county of Corke, which had been
beftowed wpon him by the then Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland.”
For many years after this frottlefls attempt 1o ferve
Lis friend, Swift had it not in his powey to promote hig
| intepelly




DOCTOR SWIFT, 327

interefts in any other way, being the moft ebnroxicus
of any man living to thofe who were chen in power.
. But on the appointment of Lord Carteret o the Go-
vernment of lreland, who had been one of his old
+ friends, Doétor Sheridan was che firlt he recammended
to his protetion. He got him appointed one of his

domeftic Chaplains, with a promile of muking a provi-

- fion for him in the Church, ILord Carteret, who was
himfelf an excellent fcholar, {oon diftingoithed the

Doftor’s merit in that line, nor was he lefs pleafed with

him as a companion, often inviting him to his private

, parties, and fometimes, laying his ftate afide, he would
fteat out from the caftle in a Hackney-chair, to pafs

the evening at Sheridan’s with Swift, and the felet fet

which ufed to meet there. By the defire of the Lord

Licutenant, the Doftor had one of the tragedies of

Sephocles performed by his fcholars for his entertain-

ment.  Before the day of exhibition Lord Carteret ap-

pointed a morning to pafs with him in reading the play

together, in order to refrefh his memory after fo long

an abfence from his Greek tudies. The Doctor was

eftonifhed at the facility and accuracy with which he

tranflated this difficult Author, having fcarce any op-

portunity of giving him afliftance through the whole

play. While he was exprefling his furprife at this, and

admiration atthe wonderful knowledge which his Lord-

fhip fhewed of the Greek language, Lord Cartere,

with great candour, told him he would kt him into the

fecret how he came 1o be fo far mafter of this particular

Author. He faid that when he was Enavoy in Den-
mark, he had been for a long time confined to his

chamber, partly by ilinefs, and partly by the feverity

of the weather; and having bur few books with him,
he had read Sephocles over and over fo often, as to be

able almoft to repeat the whole verbatim, which im-

Y & prefled
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prefled it ever after indelibly on his memory. This:
candid confeffion was certainly the act of an ingenuous
mind, above the vanity of gaining a charaéter fuperior
to its merits; and 1 believe there are very few wha
would nor have {uffered the Docor to go away in the
full perfuafion that he was ope of the moft complete
fcholars of the age in the whole of the Greek language,
and accordingly {pread this account aof him, feemingly
{o well founded, to the warld. )

Not lang after this the Lord Lieutenantbeltowed on
the Doflor the Grft living that fel) in the gift of Goe
vernment, only as ap carncelt of future favours; and
from the countenance fhewn him at the Callle, it wag
generally fuppofed that he might expect in ume to rife
to fome high dignities in the Church. But all this fair
profpe@ faon vanilhed, by a concurrence of fome very
extraordinary accidents,  When he went down to be
induéted into his living, he was requefted by Archdea.
con Ruffe! of Cark, to fupply his place in the pulpit on
the following Sunday. The Doltor, who was a very
abfent man, had forgot his engagement, and was fit~
ting quictly at his lodging en defbabille, when a meflags
from the Parith Clerk, who faw no preacher arrive after
the fervice had begun, rouftd him from his reverie,
He drefled himfelf with all fpeed, and of two fermons
that he had brought with him, tools the firlt that came
to his hand, without looking into it, It happened thag
the firft of Auguft in that year fell on that very Suns
day; and the Rrft of Avgult being the day on which
{Jueen Anne died, was, In that time of party, a day
of great celebrity, and much adverted to by the Whigs.
But thig circumftance had not at zll occurred to the
Doétor, who locked on it only as a carnmon Sunday,
without confidering the day of the month. The text
of this led-fermon happened to be, ¢¢ Sufficient to the

| | day

_ .;
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~ day is the evil chereof.,” Such a text on fuch a day,
excited a general murmur through the whole congre-
gation, to the great {urprife of the preacher, who was
the only perfon ignorant of the caufe; of which he
was not informed till after he had defcended from the
- pulpit, when the affair was paft remedy. There hap-
pened to be prefent in the Church a furious Whig, and
one of the molt violent party-men of the times. He
smiediately took poit for Dublin, where, by his re-
prefentation of this matter, as Swift has obferved in
giving an account of this tranfaction, « Such a cla-
wour was raifed by the zeal of one man, of no large
~ dimenfions either of body or mind, that we in Dublin
could apprehcnd no lefs than an invafion by the Pre-
tender, who mu(t be landed in the South.” Such in-
" deed was the violent clamour raifed by the Whigs in
) general, that the Lord Licutenant, in order to pacify
them, was obliged to order the Doctor’s name to be
ftruck out of the Lilt of Chaplains, and to forbid his
appearance at the Cattle ; though he was perfectly fa-
tisfied of his innocence, as it appeared that in the whole
fermon there was not a {yilable relating to Government
or party, or to the fubject of the day; and that he had
often preached it before under the fame text. And as
Swift obferves in one of his letters on this fubjedt, « It
is indeed againft common fenfe to think that you (hould
choofe fuch a time, when you had received a favour
from the Lord Licutenant, and had reafon to expect
" more, to difcover your difloyalty in the pulpit. Buc
" what will that avail ? Tt is fafer for a man’s incereft 1o -
blafpheme God, than to be of a party out of power,
preven ta be thought fo; and fince the laft was the
cafe, how could you imagine that all mouths would not
~ be open when you were received, and in fome manner
Prcferred by Government, although in a poor way? 1

tell
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tell you there is hardly a Whig in Ircland whe would .
allow a potatoe and butter-milk to a reputed Tory.” .

Swift’s letters on this occafion bear the ftrongeft marks.
of true friendfhip, by giving him the beft advice how -
to conduét hinfelf, and letting in fome rays of hope,
that he fhould be able to fettle matters with the Lord
1.iecutenant in London, on his fhortly intended vifit to
that city, and fo clear the way for fome future favour. .
But though, .as Swift exprefits it, the Dottor had
thus, by mere chance-mnedley, {bot his own fortune
dead with a (ingle text, yet it was the means of his re-
ceiving a confiderable addition to his forrune, of mors
intrinfic value than che largelt benefice he might have
reafon to expect.  As this proceeded from an act of una
comman generofity, it deferves well to be recorded.
Archdeacon Ruffel, in whofe pulpit the fermon was
+ preached, confidered himfelf as infirumental, however
‘accidentally, to the ruin of the Doftor’s expectations,
He was for fome time uneafy in his mind on this ac.
count, and at laft deterimined to make him a noble
compenfation. He had a great friendfhip fur the Docs
tor, whom he faw loaded with a numerous offspring,
upon a precarious income, while he himfelf was pof> ~
feffed of a conliderable property, and without any fa-
mily. Urged on by thofe nice feruples in his mind
before-mentioned, he thoughi he ceuld not makea
better ufe of his fortune, than to apply the fuperfluity
of it towards making the Doctor ealy in his circum-
ftances, and thus enabling him o make 2 provifion for
his children.  With this view he took a journey ta
Dublin in order to make over to hhin, by an irrevacable
deed of gift, the valuable manor of Drumlane in the
county of Cavan, a Bithops leafe, which at that ume
produced a clear profit rent of two hundred and fifty
pounds
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© pounds per amnum *.  An adt of fuch liberality, and fel-
: gom to be paralieled in this degenerate and (elfifh age,
b deferves well to be reflcued from oblivion ; nor could the

Author of thefe Memoirs, without ingraticude, pafs it
gver in [ilence.

- But unfortunately this noble benefaltion did not an-
fwer the -end propofed by the bountiful donor. The
Doftor now thought his fortune was made, and fet no
hounds to his prodigality : with what he poflefied before
in the county of Cavan, his landed property produced
him full four hundred pounds a year; and his fchool and
living, eight hundred more, A large income indeed in
thofe days; but not equal to the profufenefs of his fpirit,

‘He was, as was before obferved, the greatelt dupe in

the world, and a conftant prey to all the indigent of his
acquaintance, as well as thofe who were recommended to

bim by others. - Not content with receiving feveral into

his fchool whom he taught without pay, he had always
two or three whom he lodged and boarded in his houfe
grotis; nay forne he maintained in cloaths and every
other neceffary, and afterwards entered and fupported
them in the College at his own charge, as if they had
been his fons, = To his daughters he gave the genteeleft
education, and dreft them in the moft fathionable ftyle. As
he was an adept in Mulic both in the fcie niific and prac-
tical part, he bhad frequent private concerts at his houfe
at no fmall coft, and the expences of his table were cex-
tainly not diminithed by his increafe of fortune. While
he was going on in this career, his {chool gradually de-
crealed, from the caufe already mentioned, together with
fome other co-operating circum{tances ; but as the dimi-
pution of his income made no change in his mode of liv-

* T have been well aflured, that the leafe produces at this day e
et a fom than eighe hundred per amew, not profit 1o the prefent
Pgﬂ’cﬂbr,

ing,
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ing, it was not long before he had contrafted fuch debts
as obliged him to mortgage his lands. He had ex-
changed bis living in the county of Cork, for that of
Punboyne, within a few miles of Dublin; in which he
was egregioufly outwitted, as the Jatter fell very fhort of
the income of the former.  in this declining ftate of his
affairs, his refidence in Dublin grew extremely irkfome
to him, and being determined to change the feene, he
again exchanged his living for the free-ichool of Cavan,
though to another diminution of his income. All this
was done without once confulting the Dean, who had
long been weary of offering fruitlefs advice.

When the Doctor was prepanng to remove to Cavan,
a litde incident happened which at once fhewed Swift’s
great affection for him, and the uncpmmon tendernefs of
his heart. He happened to call in juft ar she time that
the workmen were taking down the pi&ures and other fur-
pifure 31y the parlour: that parlour where for fuch 2 hum~
ber of years, he had paffed fo many happy hours; [truck
with the fight he burft into tears, and rafhed into a dark
clofer, where he continued a quarter of an hour before he
could cotnpofe himlelf, When it is coafidered that he
was at that time verging on feventy, an age in which the
heart generally is callous, and almott dead to the fine af-
feCtions, there cannot be a ftronger confutation of the
charge made againft him of his want of feeling 4 as I be-
Ticve the inltances are very rare of perfons at that time of
kife, capable of being fo much moved by fuch an inci»
dent., :

'The Doétor had not been long feteled at Cavan, when
Switt, who at that time knew little comifort in kife out of
his fotiety, followed, In order to pafs the winter with
him. I was there at his arrival, and during the whole
rime of his contintance there. It grieved me much to
fee fuch a change in him.  His perfon was quite ¢maciae

ted,
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" ted, and bore the marks of many more years than had

paffed over his head.  His memory greatly impaired, and

‘bis other facultics much on the decline. His temper

peevith, fretful, morofe, and prone to fudden fits of
pafiion; and yet to me his behaviour was geatle, as ir

-always had been from my early childhood, treating me

with partial kindnefs and attention, as being his godion ;
often giving me inftruétion, attended with frequent pre-

Afents and rewards when | did well, 1 loved him from

my boyilh days, and never ftood in the leaft awe before
him, as I do not remember ever to have had a crofs look,
or harfh expreffion from bim. I read to him two or three
hours every day during this vifit, and often received both
pleafure and improvement from the obfervations he made.

" His intention was to have paflfed the whole winter there
P

but as the Doctor was called up to town upon buﬁnf-fs
during the Chriftinas vacation, Swift found the place de-
folate without him, and followed him in a few days.
During this vifit, it appeared by many inftances that ava-
rice had then taken pofieflion of him to a great degree.
Doflor Sheridan had prevailed on the Burgelles of Cavan
1o meet the Dean, in a body, at a place four miles dift
tant from the town to compliment him on his arrival.
The Doftor told him, in return, he ought to invite them
1o 2n entertainment; with which the Dean, after fome
time, though not without manifeft reluftance, complied.
He gave thera a very thabby dinner at the inn, and cal-

Jed for the bill, before the guefls had got half ¢nough o

wine, . He difputed feveral articles, faid there were two
bottles of wine more charged than were ufed, flew into a
violent paflion, and abuted his fervants grofsly for not
keeping better count.  The forvants ran away, and Doc-
tor Sheridan, without fpeaking a word, went off and left
him to himfelf. This was the manner in which they al-

ways treated him, at that time, when he was in one of
thofe
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thofe fits, for the leaft oppofition, or even the prefence
of chofe with whom he was angry, ferved but to increafe
his paffion almott to frenzy. But when he had time t
cool, he always exprefled deep concern at his infirmity.’

Of the peevithnefs of his temper at that time, among
many other inftances, he gave a remarkable one, at the
inn of Virginy, his laft ftage before his arrival at Cava,
In paffing to his chamber, he faw the maid emplayed in
fcraping a piece of beef, and flopped to afk her, how
many maggorts fhe had got out of it.  The wench {mars-
1y anfwered, * Not fo many as there are in your head”.
“This repartee, which, at another period of his life would
have pleafed him much, and probably produced half 2
crown to the maid for her wit, now threw him into a paf-
fion, in which he was fo weak as to complain of her to
her miftrefs, and infift on her being dilcharged for her
faucinefs. o

When the Burgefles of Cavan went out to meet him, .
one of them addrefled him in a complimentary {peech ont
the occafion, which was but ill delivered, as he had a re«
markable thicknefs of utterance. When he had done,
Swift afked him, pray Sir, are you the Town-Serjeant?
(a low office, and {carcely above the rank of a commoen
Conftable) No, Mr, Dean, anfwered Do&or Sheridan,
that is Mr. Brooks the apothecary, our eldeft Burgefs.
1 thought fo, faid Swift, for he fpoke as if his mouth
was full of drugs. Idow mutft his difpofition have been
changed, when the higheft civilities that could be thewn
him, and which formerly were received with the greateft
pleafure, and returned with the utmoft politenefs, now
produced nothing but marks of difguft.

From this time all his infirmities increafed faft upon
him, particularly his avarice, to a high degree, Doctot
Sheridan, who ftill continued to pafs great part of his-
vacations at the Deanery, faw many flagrant inftances of

ihis,
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~ this, whereof be thought himfelf bound both by friend-
~ #hip, and 2 folemn cngagement he had entered into, to
" give him information, This alludes to a converfation
- that had paffed between Swift and Doélor Sheridan, as
. gliey were riding together on the Strand, fome years be-
fore the Dottor left Dublin,  The topic happened (o be
that of old age, which Swift {aid he found coming falt
upen him, and he {uppofed he fhauld not be exempt
from-its attendant infirmities. < But there is ene vice its
bfual concomitant, the moft deteftable of all others,
~ and which cherefore | would moft endeavour to guard
* againft, 1 mean avarice: 1 do not know any way {o cffec-
tual for this purpole, as to engage fomce true friend to
give me warning when he fees any approaches of that fort,
and thus put me vpon my guard, This office I expet
from you, and hope you will give me a {folemn affurance
that you will moft punétually fulfil it” The Dolor
ery readily entered into the engagement; and now
thought himfelf bound to difcharge it.  With this view,
in onc of his vacations pafled at the Deanery, he fer
- down daily in a journal kept for that purpofe, all the
. inftances he could pereeive of the Dean’s parfimony
which in 2 fortnight arefe to a confiderable amount.
‘Armed with thele proofs, he one day took an opportunity
of afking the Dean, Whether he recolle€ted a difcourfe
which bad paficd between them on the Strand, relative
1o old age and avavice, and the folemn engagement he
had made him enter inte upon that occafion,  Swift, as
one fuddenly alarmed, anfwered with precipitation,
# Yes, 1 remember it very well--Why—do you per-
ceive any thing of thar fort in me £ You fhall be judge
‘yourfelf, faid the Doflor—read over that paper, and fee
whether it is not high time 1 fhould now perform my
t)romifc. The Dean read over the articddes with a coun-
tenance in which fhame and defpondency were blended,
2 Vhen
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When he had done, heleaned his head upon his haridy

with his eyes caft to the ground, and remained for fome
time buried in profound thoughr; ar laft he juft lifted up
his cyes, without changing his pofture, and cafting a

fide glance at the Doltor, with 2 moft fignificanc lotk, ~
afked him—* Dofor—did you never read Gil Blas 1" als
luding to the famous flory of a fimilar conduft of his tov
wards the Archbithop, when he was his Secretary, which

loil him his poft. After fuch a fcene, the reader will :
eafily conclude, that the difealfe was paft remedy; and

that the Dodtor, like poor Gil Blas, would probably not
continue long in favour, ‘Thus was Lord Bolingbroke’s
obfervation upon a paffage in one of Swift’s Letters fully
verified ; where ke lays, he had made a maxim which
ought ta be wricten in letters of diamond, ¢ That a wife
man fhould have money in his head, but not in his
heait.” T'o which bis Lordthip replies, < That a wife
man fhould take care how he lets money get too much
into his head, for it would moft afluredly defeend ro the
heart, the feat of the paflions.”

And yet this vice, which daily increafed, and made
him alt grudgingly and fordidly in all other ardicles of ex-
pence, had no effe@ vpon his charities, which were con-
tinved as ufual. T had a remarkable inftance given me
of this by Mrs. Sican, two years after chis period, when

his avarice was ac the heloht. She had called on him ‘

one morning, and upon the ulual queltion being afked

of, ““ 'What news 2™ faid, a very melancholy affair had

happened the night before to an acquaintance af hers,
one Mr. Ellis, a cabinet maker, whofe houfe and goods
were deflroyed by fire; and as he was a young man juft
beginning the world, newly married, fhe was afraid it
would prove his ruin, unlefs he was relieved by charia-
ble contributions. Swift afked what charaller he bore ?
She faid an exceeding good onc, for fobricty, indufiry,

and
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#hd integrity. ‘I'he Dean then went to his defk, and
brought out five broad Portugal pieces, which paffed at
that etme in Dublin for four pounds cach, and gave them

o her as his fubfeription.

Dr. Sheridan, Onding himfelf ditappointed in all his
expeétations on his removal, continved at Cavan hut lit=

. tle more than two years; when he fold his fchool and re-
Cwrned to Dublin. While a houfe was preparing for

him; he toock up his abode as ufual at rthe Deanery,
where he was feized with a fit of illpefs, which confined
him for fome weeks to his chambrr.  The Dean was not
in a condition at that time to afferd bitn any confhtion,
not in a difpofition of mind o be rroubled with a fick

gueft. A longer fiv than ufual of his old complaing, bad

deprived him of all fociety, and Ieft him a prey ro the
horror of his own thoughts.  Ile had long been weary of
the world, and all that was in1t, lle had no profpet
of relief but from death, for which he mofl ardently
withed, even when his flate was not fo bad.  For fome
years before, he never took fcave of a friend in an even-
ing, but he conftanty added, « Well, God blefs you,
and I hope 1 (hall never fee you again . In this hope-
lefs ftate, deprived of all the comforts of life, no wonder
if he was dead alfo o the feelings of friendihip.  When
the Dotor had {ufficiently recovered to be able to go a-

% That he was weary of lift:, appears in many pafapges of his Jerters,
and the following anecdote wilt thew how much he willied for death,
In the year 1719, three years afier his memory had fird declined,

" he had been Randing with u Clergyman under a very large heavy pier

glats, which, juft as they had meved to another part of the room,
il down {uddenly, and broke to pieces. The Clergymum, ilruck
with a fenfe of the danyer they hal efeaped, turned o Jwill, wnd
cried out, What a mercy it is that we moved the moment we did, for
3f we had not, we Moald certainly have been both killed.  Swift re-
plied, ** Had you bren out of the cafe, I should have beea happy te

“have remalned shere.”’

Co A broad,
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broad, he was apologifing to the Dean for the trouble he
had given him; faving, ¢ I fear, MsT Dean, I have
been an expenfive loager to you this bout.” TUpon
which Mrs, W , a rehation of the Dean’s, who then
chielly managed his affairs, and who happened to be pre-
fent, brfkly iald, it is v your power, Dottor, cafily to
remedy this, by removing to another lodging. Swifs
was filent. “T'he poor Dodtor was quite thunder-ftruck,
As this Lady had always profeffed grear friendfhip for
him, and lay under confiderable obligations to him, he
quickly faw that this muft have been done by Swift’s di
rection; in which he was confirmed by his filence on the:
occafton.  He immediately left the houfe, in all that an-
guith of mind, which 2 heart pofleifed of the warmeff
iriendfhip mutt fecl, upon the abrupt breach of one of
fo long a ﬂandmg, Jl‘ld 1o (incere on his part; nor did he
ever enter it again®,  He lived but a thort time after,
this, His frwnd and phyfician, Dr. Helfham, foretold
the maaner, and almott the very time of bis death. He
{aid his dilorder was 2 polypus ia the hearr, whieh was,
fo far advanced, that it would probably put an end to his
exiftence in a (hort time, and fo fuddenly, as to give hiny
no warning of it ; and therefore recommended it to hiny
to fettle Ius affairs.  The Do&or upon this, retred to- &
houfe of one of his fcholars, Mr. OCallaghan, at Rath-
farnham, three miles from Dublin. Tn a few days he
fent for his friend and namefale, Counfellor Sheridan, to

® The flory tald By a lying blugrapher, in a wesk publiffied under
the name of Theophilys Cibber, and fince transitrred into a note on
the Deun’s Woiks is utterly faife. 1t {5 there related, that the Dee-
tor beirg in fear of his creditors, had retired for refuge to the Deanery,.
and one cveniog requelting a boude of wine, the Dean grodgingly
anfwered, though he hed. given him a lodging, he had not promifed.
10 furnith him wich wine,” lfor the Doftor; zr rhat tine, did not awe
a fhilling in the world § having fold a great part of his landed pr0~
periy w pag his debis, oo
dfaw.x
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_ara.iv hi§ will; and when thar was done, he feemed cheer-
“ful and in good {pirits,  The Counfellor, and a brother
of Mr. OCallaghan’s, who had lent him his houfe, up-
on being calied away to apother part of the kingdom,
~dined with him that day.  Soon after dinner, the conver-
faion happensd to turn on the weather, and one of themn
bblerved, that the wind was cafterly,  The Doftor upon
this, faid, ¢ let vt blow Yaff, Weit, Norch, or South,
the immortal foul will take its fight o {ht_ deftined
- point,”  Thele were the Tt words hr ever fpoke, for he
immediately {unk back in his chair, and expired without
agroan, or the fmallelt firuggie.  Mis friends thoughe
he had fallen afleep, and in that belief retived to the gar-
den, that they might not difturb his repofz; but on
their return, after an hours walk, to thelr grear altonith-
ment, they found he was dead. Upon opening the bo-
dy, Do&or Heltham's figacious prognofiic i,toved o be
true, as the polypus in thh heart was difcovered to be
the immediate caule of his death. I know not whether
it is worth mentioning, that the furgeon faid, he never
faw {o large 2 heart in any human body,

It is with reluctance I have dwelt fo long on this pare
of Swift’s life; but as many reprefentations of his con-
du® at that junéture, founded on truth too, had got a-
broad, much to the difadvantage of his charaéter, I
thoughs it neceffary to draw at full length a picture of his
ftate of mind at that time, to fhew how unrealonable it
is to impute faults 1o the found and perfedt rmn, which
were the natural confequence of the decay of his facul-
fies, the infirmities of age, and cruel difeale; by which
fo total a change was made in him, thar fcarce any thing
of his former felf remained.  Among the charges againft
Rim, none bore more hard than his latter behaviour to
Dr. Sheridan, for which I have already accounted.  Ja

their whole intcrcourfe, previous to that period, 1 have
Z 2 fhewn,
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thewn how fincere a friend he had always proved himfelf
to be and afterwards, when his underftanding was gone,
and his memory failed, when fome former feelings of the
heart only rematned, I had a ftrong inftance given me by
his fervant WWilliam, how deep an taopreffion the Doctor
had made there; who told me that when he was in that
ftate, the Dean, every day, for a long time, conftantdp
afked him the fume quefiton—< Willianm, did you know
Doéor Sheridan 2 Yes, Sir, wery well—and then, with
a heavy figh, Ch I left my right hand when I loft him.

SECTION Vil

ITaviwe thus Gnifhed the Life of Swift,' and related
in a regular feries ali that I thought moft worthy to be
recarded, I have vurpofely referved to a feparate parr of
the Work, fuch Anecdotes, Memoirs, and  detached
Teces, as could not have been inierwoven into the hil-
tory, without imuch interruption,  This was the method
purlued by that great Biohl.t.phcr Plutarch, and that is
the part of his W ork, which, in gencral, is read with
moft pleafure. There is a wonderful curiofity in man-
kind to pry wto the fecret actions of nien, who have
made a dittinguithed figure in public,. as it is from pri-
vate Anccdotes alone that a true eftimate can be formed
of their rezl charafters, Bnce the other may be aflumed
only to anfwer the purpolts of ambition. Even circum-.
ftances in themfelves triffing, often lead to this, and ort
that acceunt are regiffered with care, and read with avi-
dity. 1 fhall, th thtorf, without farther preface, relate
fuch Amccd’mu of Swift, as bave come to my knowledge,
and have not hitherto been made known to the world,

as they rife in ny memoryy but fhall fet down ddne

which [ have not good reafon to believe authenticy as B
teceived molt of them from my father ; others from his
'- and

s
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aad the Dean’s intimate friends; and {ome came wichin

*my own knowledoe,
. 'We have already feen thacfoon after the Dean’s ac-
quaintance with 1octor Sheridan commenced, being
both equally fond of the Zegateile, they were laying
themfelves out for various contrivances to create inpo.
cent fport.  There happened to arrive in town at this
time, one Gibbons, who had been a contemporary of
the Dottor’s in the College, buthad been abfent in the
tountry for fome years.  On his arrival be renewed his
acquaintance with Dodtor Sheridan.  IHe had a great
fimplicity of charadter, which made it rafy to unpofe
‘on him, and certain oddities and peculiarities, which
rendered him a proper fubjedt for a praflical joke. A
plan was hmmediately concerted between them, that
Swift thould perfonate the charalter of a difirefled Cler-
‘gyman, vnder the name of Jodrel, applying to Doctor
Sheridan to be made one of his Ufhers. A time was
appointed for their meeting at the Docter’s an hour be-
fore dinner, and feveral of their fet were invited to be
prefent at the fport.  When they were afembled, Swift
as Jodrel, entered the room in an old rulty gown, and
lank fhabby perriwig, which were provided at the Doc-
tor's for the purpole.  As he was an excellent mimick,
ke perfonated the charafter of an avkward Country
Parfon to che life. Gibbons was requefied by the Doc-
tor to examine him, in order to fee whether he was fic
for the poft; and Jodrel gave fuch anfwers to the que-
. ftions afked by Gibbons, as afforded high entertain-
mept to all prefent.  One of his queftions was, ¢ What
is Chrift’s Church?” To which Jodrel replied, « A
great pile of building near the four Courts.”—For fo
that chorch is called, On which Gibbous exclaimed,
¢ Was there ever fuch a blockhead ¥ Who the devil put
you in orders ?" The fport occafioned by this was too
Z3 tich
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rich to be {uddenly given up. Gibbons, Jodrel, and
the other guefls met feveral times at dioner, wherg ~
Jodrel’s bebaviour was always avkward and abfurd,
One time he feld our his plare with both his hands,
ftrecching it in the moft ridiculous pofture quite acrofs.
the table, which provoked Gibbons to call him fool!
dunce ! and ¢ven to give him a flap on the wrift with
the flat of his ksife; at che fame time thewing him how
he onght to hold his plate, or that he fhould fend it by
one of the fervants. When this fort of amuflement
was adjudged to have continued long cnough, Dattor
Sheridan delivered a meflage to Gibbons from the
Dean, inviting him to dine with him.  Gibbons, who
had exprefed a grear ambition to be known to Swifr,
received the mellige with traniport, but {aid, fure he
won't 2k that fool Jodrel. Sheridan told him he might
fer his heart at relt, for that the Dean never had, nor
never would afk him as long as he lived, When the
appointed day ceme, Gibbons went with rhe Doftor to
the Deanery, who placed him at a window from which
he could {ee the Dean returning from prayers.  He was
refled that day in as high a ftyle as the clerical fune.
rion will allow 5 in a paduafoy gown, fquare velvet cap,®
&#e. Gibbons looked ar hirn with great actention, and
turning to Sheridan with much perturbation of counte.
nance, cried out, why Doctor, that is Jodrel. Peace,
fool, faid the Doctor, I was very near lofing the Dean’
acquaintance, by happening to {ay that Jodrel had fome
refemmblance €0 him. When the Dean entered the
cliamber where they were, Gibbens changed colour,
and 10 great confulion {aid to Sheridan, by my foul it
is Jodrel—\What thalt I do? Sheridan then finiled ; fo
éhd the Dean, and opened the martter to Gibbons in fuch
a way as to fet htws areale, and make him pafs the re-
vatader of the day very plealantly,  But Swift had nge
' yet
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yet done with him. He had perceived that though
Gibbons had no prerenficns to. {cholarfhip, he had a
good deal of vanity on that {core, and was refolved to
mortify him. He had before-hand prepared Mrs, John.
fon in a paifage of Lucretins, wherein are thefe lines ;

—— e Medioque in fonie leporum,
Surgit amari aliquid,

- Among their evening amufements, Mrs, Johnfon call-
- ed for Lucretius, as an Author fhe was well acquainted
with, and requefted of Gibbons to explain that paffage
to her. Why, fays he, there can be nothing more
eafy, and began immediately to conftrue it in the {chool-
boys fathion, * Que and medio in fonte, in the middle of
a fountain, Jeperum, of harcs.—No, Mr. Gibbons, in-
terrupted Mrs. Johnfon, if that word fignifies hares, it
“would be a falfe quantity in the verfe, the ¢ being ne-
ceffarily long in the laft foot of the line, whereas the o
in leporum, when it fignifics hares, is fhort, Foor
Gibbons was quite confounded, acknowledged his er-
ror, and did not choofe to give any farther proofs of
his erudition, before a Lady {o profoundly fkilled in
Latin,
As Swift was fond of {cenes in low life, he miffed no
“opportunity of being prefent at them, when they fell
in his way, Once when he was in the country, he re-
ceived intelligence that there was to be a beggar’s wed-
ding in the neighbourhcod. He was rcfolvcd not to
" mifs the opportunity of feeing {o curious a ceremony ;
and that he might enjoy the whole completely, propo-
fed to Dr. Sheridan that he {hould go thither difguifed
as a blind fidler, with a bandage over his ¢yes, and he
would attend him as his man to lead him, "Lhus ac-
‘eoutred they reached the fcene of altion, where the
: Z ¢ Lilind,
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blind fidler was received with joyful fhouts. They
had plenty of meet and drink, and plied the fidler and
his man with more than was agreeable to them. Never
was a more jovous wedding feen, They {ung, they
danced, told their ftories, cracked jokes, &Fc. inaveia
of humour more entertaining to the two guelts, than
they probably could have found in any other meeting
on a hze ocecafton, When they were abour to depart,
they pulizd out their leather pouches, and rewarded the
fidler very ‘handiomely.  The next day the Dean and
the Dodtor walked out in their vlual drefs, and found
their companions of the preceding evening, featrered
about in different parts of the road, and the neighbour«
ina village, all begging their charity in doleful ftrains,
and telling difial flories of their diftrefs.  Among
thele, they found fome upon crutches, who had dan.
ced very nimbly at the wedding ; othiers ftone blind,
who were perfettly clear fighted at che fealt. The
Dodtor diftributed among them the money which he -
had received as his pay; but the Dean, who mortally
hated thuele flurdy vagrants, rated them foundly ; told
them in what mantier he had been prelent at the wed-
ding, and was let into their roguery, and afiured them, o
if chey did not Immediately apply to honelt labour, he
would have them taken up, and fent to jall. Wheres
uporn the lame once more recovered their legs, and the
blind their eyes, {o as to make a very preciprtate re-
TrUat,

When the Dean was at Quilca, a country feat of
Dr, Sheridan’s, on a {mall ettate which he poflefled in
the county of Cavan, during the Doflor’s abfence,
wha could only pafs his (chool vacations there, he afted
as B4iliff, in fuperintending the Works then carrying
¢a.  He had a2 mind to furprife the Doctor, on his next
~ vilin, with fome improvements made at his own expence.
Accordingly
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Accordingly he had a canal cut of fome extent, and at
the end of It, by traufplanting fome young trees, formed
an arbour, which he called Stella’s bower, and fur-
. rounded fome acres of land about it with a dry flone
wall (for the country afforded no lime) the marerials
of which were taken from the furface of the ground,
which was very ftony. The Dean had given Iri&
charge to all about him to keep this fecret in order to
furprife the Doctor on his arrival; but hic had in the
~ mean time received inteliigence of all that was going
 forward.  On his coming to Quilca, the Dean wok an
- early opportunity of walking with him carclefsly to-
wards this new {cene.  The Docor [eemed not o take
the Jeaft notice of any alweration, and with a molt in-
flexible countenance continued o talk of indifferenc
matters. Confound your ftupidicy, faid Swift, ina
sage, why you blockhead don’t you {ee the preat jin-
provements I have been making here ? Improvements,
Mr. Dean; why I {ee a long bog-hole our of which I
fuppofe you have cut the turf; you have removed fome
.of the young trees 1 think to a warfe fitvation; as to
vaking the ftones from the furface of the ground, T al-
Jow thac is a ufeful work, as the grals will grow the
‘better for it; and placing them about the field in thag
form, will make it more eafy to carry them off. Plague
con vour Irifh tafte, fays Swift; this is jult what [ oushe
.10 have expected from you; but neither you nor your
forefathers ever made {uch an improvement; nor will
.you be able while you live todo any thing like it
The Dottor was refolved ro retaliate onthe Dean the
-firlt opporrunicy. I happened when he was dowm
there in one of his vacations, that the Dean was abfent
for a few days on a vific elfewhere. He took this op-
portunity of employing a great number of hands to
‘pzke an Hland in the middle of the lake, where the
P yeater
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water was (wenty feet deep; an arduous work in ape
pearance, but not hard to be executed in a place
sbounding with large ftones upon the furface of che
pround, and where long heath grew every where i
great plenry; for by placing quantities of thofe ftones
in large bundles of heath, the fpace was foon filled
up, and a large ifland. formed. To cover this a fuffie
cient quantity of carth and green {ods were brought;.
and feveral well grown ofiers, and other aquatics, were
removed to it. The Doftor’s fecret was better kept-
than Swift’s ; who, on his return, walked towards the
lake, and {eeing the New I{land, cried out in aftoniths
ment, ¢ Heigh! how the water of the lake is funk
in this fhort time to difcover that ifland of which there
-was no trace before! Greadly {unk indeed, obferved
the Doltor with a fneer; if it covered the tops of thofe
nziers, Swift then [aw he had been fairly taken in, and
acknowledged the Doftor had gotr the better of him,
both in his ftratagem, and the beauty of his improve-
ment. e )
Many were their contrivances to play tricks on each
other as occafions offered, and it feldom happened byt
that where one fucceeded, a ipeedy retaliation enfued,
The Dean, the Doftor, another Gentleman,  and the
Bifhop of Mcath, once fet out together from Dublia,
to pals fome days at a friend’s houfe in the country,
The Bifiop had faid that he fhould not be able to vifir
his diocefe for fome time, as bis houfe was rebuilding;
vpon which Swift made him a tender of his houfe at-
Y.aracor, till his own fhould be ready for him. The
difcourfe naturally fell upon country feats ; and Sheri-
dan enlarged a poud deal upon the beauties of Quilca;
which though at thatr time in a very rude ftate, to ufe
a modern phrafe, had cercainly grear capabihties.
Swift exclaimed, wmy Lord, do you hear that vapouring

fcab?
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fab? [ will fhew you an exalt pitture of that place
which he has painted'in fuch fine colours, Upon which
he put his hand in Lis pocket, and, for the firft time,
produced that ludicrous copy of verfes on Quilea, fince
printed in his Worlis,  This'occalioned a good deal of
laughter at the Dottor’s expence, who bore it patiently
for fome time, but meditated fpeedy revenge. He then
pretended to be weary of the eoach, and faid he would
mount his horfe, which was led, and go before to pre-
pare breakfaft for them at the inn, He made what
_fpeed he could, and upon his arrival there, inftantly
«called for pen, ink, and paper, and wrote the Poem,
defcribing the Dean’s goods at Laracor.  Upon feeing
a beggar at the door, the thought ftruck him to have
this prefented to the Bifhop by way of petition.. He
accordingly folded it up in that form, and gave the
beggar his leflon when and how he was to prefenc it.
When breakfaft was over, and they had all got into
the coach, the beggar with much importanity, ftretched
his hand out with the petition to the Bithop. Swift,
always at enmity with thele vagrants, begged of his
Lordibip not to receive it, and was calling out to the.
" coachman to drive on, when the Bifhop, who had been
let into the fecret by Sheridan, fopped him, and open .
ing the petition, kept it clofe to his eyes, fo that no
one ¢lfe might fee its contents, and for fome time {temed
to read it with attention. He then gave the poor man

~afhilling, and faid he would examine into the truth of

what was there fet down, when he returned. Swift
for along time after indu)ged himfelf on his ufual topic,
inveighing ftronglyagainft giving encouragementto fuch
fturdy vagabonds, who were the pefts of {ociety, &,
&fc.  The Bithop at lalt interrupting him faid, * Ia-
geed, Mr. Dean, 1f what s here {et forth be true, the
man is a.real, obje@ of cowmpallion, as you thall fee.”

3 Upon
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Upon which he read aloud the {ollowing contents of
the paper. '

A rrue and faichful Inventory of the Goods belonging | -
to Doftor Swift, Vicar of Laracor; upon his offer~
ing to lend his houfe to the Bifhop of Meath, uatll -
kis own was buile,

An oaken, broken, elbow-chair;

A caudle cup, without an ear;

A batter’d, fhatter’d, ath bedltead;

A box of deal withour a lid;

A pair of tongs, but out of joint;

A back-fword poker, without point;

A pot that’s crack’d acrofs, around;

With an old krortted garter bound ;

An iron lock without a key ;-

A wig with hanging, quite grown grey ;-

A curcain worn to half a ftripe ;

A pair of bellows, without pipe;

A dith which might good meat afford once;

“An Owvid, and an old Concordance;

A bottle bottom, wooden platter ; .

Oune is for meal, and one for water;

Vhere likewtfe 1s a copper fkillet;

Which runs as faft out, as you fill ie;

A candletlick, fmuff-dith, and fave-all,

And thus his houfehold goods you have all.

Thefe to your Lordfhip, as a friend, '

Tl you have builr, 1 freely lend ;

They’ll ferve your Lordhip for a fhift;

Why not, as well as Deoétor Swift ?

Thus were the tebles torned upon the Dean, and a

good deal of mirth indulged at his expence.

When
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¢ When he was at Quilca he went one Sunday o a
ghurch at the diflance of maore than two hours ride.
“The Parfon of the parifh invited him to dianer, but
Swift excufed himlelf by faying that it was too far to
nde home afterwards; no, T faall dine with my neigh-
bour Reilly at Virginy, which is half way home.
Reilly, who was what is called there a Gentleman
Farmer, was proud of the honour, and immediatcly
difpatched a meffenger to lis wife te prepare for the re-
ception of fo extraordinary a guelt.  She drefied her-
felf out in her beft apparel; the fon put on his new
{uir, and his filver taced hat adorned his head. When
the Lady was introduced to the 1Dean, he faluted her
with the fame refpect as if fhe had been a Duchefs,
making feveral conges down to the ground, and then
handed her with great formalicy to her feat,  After fome
high Bown compliments, he addrefled his holte—t¢ Mr.
Reilly, | {uppoie vou have a confiderable eflate here;
Jet us go and look over your demefne.”  Eftate, (ays
Reilly } Devil a foot of land belongs to me or any of
my generation. [ have a pretty good leafe here indeed
from Lord I'ingal, but he threatens that he will not re-
. mew i, and 1 have but afew years of it to come.
¢ Well—but when am 1 to fee Mis. Reilly 2 ¢« Why
don't you fve her there before you ¢ ¢ That M,
- Reilly ! impoflible ! 1 have heard fhe is a pruodent wo-
man, and as fuch weuld never drefs herlelf outin Glks,
and other ernaments, fit only for J.adies of fafhion.
No~—Mrs. Reilly the farmer’s wife, would never wear
any thing betrer than plain {luff, wieh other things
_fnitable to it.”” Mrs. Reilly happened to be a woman -
ef good fenfe, and taking the hint, immediately with-
drew, changed her drefs as {peedily as pofiible, and in
a fhort time returned to the parlour in her common ap-
parcl.  Swift {aluted her in the molt fricndly manner,
taking
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taking her by the hand and faying, < Tam heartily glad
to fee you Mrs. Retlly.  This hufband of your's would
fain have palmed a fine Lady upon me, all drefled out
in filks, and in the pink of the mode, for his wife,
but [ was not to be taken in fo.” He then laid hold of
young mafter’s fine laced hat; with his pen-knife rip-
ped off the lace, and folding 1t up in {everal papers,
thruft it into the fire.  When it was fufficicntly burnt,
hie wrapped it up in freth paper, and put it in his poc-
ket. It may be fuppoled that the family was put into
no fmall confufion at this firange procceding ; bLut they
did not dare to thew that they roak any wimbrage at it
as the prefence of Swift firuck every one with ugcoms
mon awe, who were not well acquainted with him.
However as he foon refumed his good humour, ena
tertaining them with many pleafantries to their tafte
(for no man knew better how to adapt his converfation
to all clallis of people) they foon recovered their {pia
rits, and the day was paffed very cheerfully.  When he
was taking his leave, he faid, I do not intend to rob
you Mrs. Reilly ; 1 thall take nothing belonging to you
away with me ; there’s your {on’s hat-lace, [ have only
changed the form of it to a much better ane.  So God | ‘
blefs you, and thanks for your good entertainment.
When he was gone, Mrs. Reiily, upon opening the
paper, found there were four guineas inclofed i it, to«
gether with the burnt lace. While he flayed in the
country, he kept an eye upon them, and found his lef-
fons had not been thrown away, as they were cured of
their vanities, and lived in 2 manuer more conlonang
to their fituation in life, In confegnence of which, oné
of the firft things he did on his return to Dublin, was
to pay a vifit to Lord Fingal, and engage him to renew
Reilly’s leafe; without which the poor man would, in
a few years, have had nothing for his own or his fa~
mily’s fupport.
During
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During his refidence at Quilca he wrote a great parg
“of his Gulliver's Travels, and prepared the whole for
" the prefs, While he was upon the [ubject of the Brob-

dingnaggs, he ufed frequently to invite a Mr, Doughty,

" who lived in that ncighbourbood to dine with him.
‘He was of a giganiic flature; and -{uppofed to be the
ftrongelt man in Ireland, as well as the moft a&ive,
Swift ufed to take great delight in feeing him perform
feveral of his feats, fome of which were of {o extraordi-
nary a nature, that I fhould be afraid to relate them,
It it hould hopeach my credibility.  Among thefe,
Swift alked him whether he counld carry on Lis back
a mank’s horfe which happered 1o be in the court-yard
atthar time.  Doughty, after having tied hig legs, m-
mediately took him up and threw him on his fthoulders,
with the fame eafe that another man would lift a fheep,
and walked about with him for a long time without
fhrinking at all under his burthen. It happened one
day that a Gentleman of that neighbourhood, welk
known in the country by the name of Killbuck Tuite,
- dined with the Dean at Quilca when Doughty was there,
_He was a bluar free-fpoken man, no refpeéter of per-
fons, and ftood in awe of no one, let his rank or cha-

salter be what it would.  After dinner, Swife atked him
whether he could dire® him the road to Market-hill.
Tuite faid he did not kaow it.  Thac is the way, faid
Swift, with all you Irifh blockheads; you never know
the way to any place beyond the next dunghill.  Why,
anfwered Tuite, I never was at Market-hill; have not
you been there Mr. Dean? Fe acknowledged he had.
Then what a damned Englifi blockhead are you, re-
plied Kijibuck, te find fault with me for not direlting
you the way to a place where I never had been, when
you don’t know it yourfelf, who have been there,
Smft, with a covntenance of great counterfeited terror,
immediacely
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immediately role and changed feats with Doughtj!, "who
happened to be next to him, placing the giant between®
him and Tuite to prote&t him againf chat wild man;
and {kulking behind him like a child, with well adted
fear, to the no [nall entertainment of che companys
who, however, were not forry chat the Dean had met
with his match. And the fame of Killbuck for this
bold retort on the Dean, of whom all the world ftood
in awe, was {pread through the country. N
Swift had got the charaéier of a morofe, ill-natured
man, chiefly from a pratice of his to which he con-
ftantly adhered. Whenever he fell into the company -
of any perfon for the firft time, it was his cuftom to ry:
their tempers and difpofition, by fome abrupt queltion
that bore the appearance of rudenefs. If this were well
taken, and anfwered with good humour, he afterwardy
~made amends by his civititics. But if he faw any marky |
of refentment from alarmed pride, vanity, or conceit,
he dropped all farther intercourfe with the party. This
will be illultrated by aa anecdote of that fort related
by Mis. Pilkingron, After fupper, the Dean having
decanted a bottle of wine, poured what remained into
a glafs, and feeing it was muddy, preferted it to Mr.,
Pilkington to drink it; < for,” faid he, <1 always keep .
{ome poor parfon to drink the foul wine for me.” Mr,
Pilkington, entering into his humour, thanked him,,
and told him, he did not knew the difference, but was_
glad to gét a glafs at any rate.” ¢« Why then,” faid
the Dean,. ¢ you fhaa’r, for I'll drink it myfedf. Why'
p—x take you, you are wifer than a paltry Curate,:
whom I afleed to dine with me a few dars apo; for,
upon my making the fame {peech to him, he faid, he
did rot underftand fuch ufage, and {o walked off with--
out his dinner, By the fame token, I told the Geftle- -
an who recommended him to me, that the fellow was
a blockhead, and I had done with him.”

Captain
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Captain Hamilton, of Caflle Mamilton, in the
'C()unty of Cavan, gave me the following account of
his firft acquaintance with Swift, The Captain was
poffefled of one of the largeteflates and belt houls in
the County, where he conflandly refided and lived in a
moft bofpitable way. He had a good natural under-
ftanding, burt utterly unimproved through a negleét in
his education. e was cheerful, good natured, and
generous tn the highet degree. A long friendfhip had
¢ - fublifted between Sir Arthur Achefon and him, and
. they ufually paffed two months in the year at cach others
: ~~ houfe alternately. It happened chat Caprain Hamilron
i

paid one of thefe vifits when Swift was there.  Sir Ar-
thur, ypon bearing of his friend’s arrival, ran out to
receive him at the door, followed by Swift,  The Cap-
tain, who did not fee the Dean, as it was in the dufk of
the evening, in his blunt way, upon entering the houle,
exclaimed, that he was very forry he was fo onfortu-
- nate to choofe that time for his vifit—Why fo?—Re.
~ caufe T hear Dean Swift is with you. Teis a great
fcholar, a wit; a plain Countty *Squire will have but a
bad time of it ta his company, and I dou’t like to be
langhed at.  Swift then Repped up to the Captain, from
« . behind Sir Arthur, where he had ftood, and faid to bim,
¢ Pray, Captain Hamilron, do you know how to fay
yes or no properly ¢ Yes, T think 1 have underfrand-
ing enough for that, < Then give me your hand—de-
pend upon it you and 1 will agree wvery well.”  The
Captain told me he never paffed two months fo plea-
fantly in his life, nor had ever mer with {o acrecable a
companion as Swift proved to be daring the whole time.
Infomuch, that at parting he prefled him moft cor-
dially to pafs the next fummer with him at Caftle-F{a-

milton,
There lived at that tisne in Ireland a Gentleman of
the name of Mathew, whofe hLiltory is well worth re.
Aa cording,
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cording, although in a great part it may appear digref-
five. He was poflelltd of a large eltate in the finef
county of thac kingdom, Tipperary: which produced
a clear rent of eight thoufand a year. As he delighted
in a country life, he refolved to build a large commo-
dious houfe for the reception of guefts, {urrounded by
fiftcen hondred acres of his choiceft land, all laid out
tipon a regular plan of improvenrent, according to the
new adopted mode of Englifh gardening (which had
fupplanted the bad Dutch tafte brought in by King
William) and of which he was the frlt who fet the ex-
ample 1n Ireland ; nor was there any improvemeat of
thac fore then 11 England, which was comparable to bis,
either in point of bDeauty or extent,  Asthis defign was
formed early in life, in order to accomplith his point,
without incwiring any debt on his eltate, he retired 1o
the Cantinent for feven years, and lived vpon fix hun-
dred pounds a year, while the remaining income of his
eflate was employed in carrying on the great woiks he
had planned there, When a1l was completed, he re-
turned to his native country; and after lome time pafled
in the metropolis, to revive the old, and cultivate new
acquaintance, he rerired to his feat at Thomas-town to
pafs the remainder of his days there. As he was one
of the fincft Gentlemen of the age, and poffefled of fo
large a property, he found ne difficulty during his rew
fidence in Dublin, to get accefs to all, whofe charaétes
for talents, or probity, made him delirous to cultivate
their acquaintance.  Qut of thele; he (cle@ed fach as
were moft conformable to his ralle, iaviting them w
pafs fuch lcifure time as they might have upon theiy
hands, at Thomas-town.  Asthere was fomething une
commenly fingular in his mode of living, fuch as [
helieve was never carried into pradtice by any mortal
Brfore, inan equal degree, I fancy the reader wili pot

be
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be difpleafed with an account of the particulars of i,
though it may appear foreign to the {ubject in hand.
" His houfe had been chicfly contrived to anfwer the
‘noble purpofe of that conftant hofpitality, which he in-
tended to maintain there. It contained forey commo-
dious apartments for guefts, with fuirable accommoda-
tions to their fervants. Each apartment was com-
pletely furpifhed with every convenience that could be
wanted, even to the minureft article, When a guett
arrived, he thewed him s apartment, faying; this is
your Caltle, here you are to command as abfolutely as
in your own houfe; you may breakfalt, dine and fup
here whenever you pleale, and invite fuch of the guelts
to accompany you as may be molt agreeable to you.
He then fhewed him the common parlour, where he
faid a daily ordinary was kept at which he misht
dine when it was more agreeable to him to mix in fo-
clety ; but from this moment you are never to know mie
as mafter of the houfe, and only to confider me as oné
of the guefts, In order to put an end g all ceremony
at meal-time; he took his place at random at the table,
and thus all ideas of precedence being laid afide, the
guelts feated themfelves promifcuoully, without any re-
gard to difference of rank or quality. There was a
large room fitted up exaltly like a Coffee-houfe, where
a bar-maid and waiters attended to furnifh tefrefhments
at all times of the day, Here, fuch as chofe it, break-
fafted at cheir own hour. It was furnifhed wich Chefs-
boards, Back-gamwon Tables, Newipdpers, Pam-
phlets, &¢. in all the forms of a City Coffee-houfe,
But the moft exrraordinary circumftdnce in his whole
‘domeftic arrangement, was that of a detached room in
une of the extremities of the houfe, called the Tavern.
As he was himfelf a very temperate man, and many of
“his guelts were of the {ame difpofition, the quantity of
Aaaz wing
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wine for the ufe of the cornmon room was but modg-
rate ; but as drinking was much in fafhion in thoie
days, in order to gratify fuch of his guefts as had in-

dulged themielves in that cuttom, he had retourfe to

the ahuve mentioned contrivance; and it was the cufs
tomn of all who loved a cheeiful glals, to adjovrn to
the tavern foon after dinner, and leave the more fober
folks to themfelves. Here a waiter in a bive apron at-

tended (as was the fafhion then) and all things in the -

room were contrived fo as ro humovr the Hlufion,
Here, every one called for what Jiquor they Jiked, with

as litde reftraint as if they were really in a public-

houfe, and to pay their fhare of the reckoning.  Here
too, the midnight orgies of Bacchus were aften cele-
brated, with the fame noify mirth as 1s cuftomary in his
City Temples, without in the leaft difturbing the re-
pofe of the more fober parc of the family. Games of.
all fores were allowed, but under {uch reftriftions as to
prevent gambling; and {o as to anfwer their true end,

that of amuicmenr, without injury to the purfe of the
players.  There were two Billiard-tables, and 3 large
bowling-preen; ample provifion was made for all fuch
as delighted in country fports; fithing rackle of all
forts ; variety of guns with proper ammunition; a pack
of hucl-hounds, another of fox-hounds, and another
of harriers.  He conftantly kept twenty choice hunters

in his ftables for the vfe of thofe who were not properly

mounted for the chace. It may be thought that his in-
come was not {ufficient to fupport fo expenfive an elta-
blifhiment; but when it is confidered that eight thou.
fund a ycar at that thne was fully equal to double that
[um at prefent; that his large demeine, in forne of the

richett foil of ireland, furnifhed the houfe with every

neceflary excepr groceries and wine; 1t may be {uppo-
fed to be eafily praflicable if voder the regulation of

a [tné -
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a ftriét ceconomy 5 of which no man was a greater maf-
ter. Iam rold his plan was fo well formed, and be had

fuch checks upon all his domeftics, that it was impof-
fible there could be any walke, or that any article from

“the Yarder, or a fingle bottle of wine from the cellae
could have been purloined, without immediate detec-
tion. This was done partly by the choice of faithful
Stewards, and Clerks of approved integrity; but
chiefly by his own fuperintendance of the whole, as nat
a day paffed without having all the accounts of the
preceding one laid before him., This he was cnabled
to do by his early rifing; and the bufinefs being finith-
ed before others were out of thelr beds, he always ap«
peared the moft difengaged man in che houfe, and
~{eemed to have as little concern in the condudt of it as
any of the guefts.  And indeed o a ftranger lie might

ealily pafs for fuch, as he made it a point that po one

fhould confider hin 'In the light of mafter of the houte,

nor pay him the lezft civilities on that fcore; which he

carried {o far, that he fometiines went abroad without

giving any notice, and {taid away feveral days, while

things went on as ulval ac home ; and on his recurn,

“he would not allow any gratulations to be made him,
nor any other notice to be taken of bun, than if he had

not been abfent during that time.  The arrangements

of every fort were fo prudently made, that no mul-
plicity of gucfls or their domellics, ever occafioned

any diforder, and all things were condudted with the

fame cafe and regularicy, as in a private family. These

was one puint which feeined of greac difisculty, thatct

eftablifhing cercain fignals, by which cach fervant mighe

know when he was fuinmoned to his nafter's apare-

ment. For this purpofle there was a great hall appro-

priated to their ufe, where they always aflembled when

they were not upon duty,  Along the wall bells were

Aajg ranged
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ranged in arder, one to each apartinent, with the num-
ber of thie chamber marked over it; fo that when any
one of them was rung, they had only o turn thelr
cyes to che belly, and fec what fervant was called. He
was the frft who put an ¢nd to that inholpitable cuf-
toi of piving vales to {urvants, by making a fuitable
adidition to their wages; at the fame time affuring them,
that if thev ever took any afterwards, they fhould be
difcharged with difgrace; and to prevent temptation,
the pueils were informed that Mr. Mathew would con-
fider it as the highel affrour, I any offer of that fore
were made. As Swilt had Leard much of this place
from 1or. Sheridan, who had been often a welcome guclt
here, both on accounc 'of his compantonable qualities,
and as being precepror o the nt‘pilcw of Mr. Mathew,
he was defiroos of iceiny with his own eyes whether
the repott of iU were true, which Le cuuld not help
thinking to have been much exngoeratad. Upon res
ceiving an intunation of this from 13r. Sheridan, Mr.
Blathew wrete a polite loetter to the Dean, requefting
the Lenour of a vifit 1 company with the Poétor, on
his pexebebeal vacation, "y fet ool accordingly on
horichack, attendded by a Gentleman who was a near
relation ¥ ”\J..P«'Iamt\.'., and from whom 1 received
the wholz of the {oitowing account.  Vhey had {earce
reached the inn where chiey were to pals the firft nighe,
and which, like ineft of the 1rtih inus at that tume, af-
forded bDut miferable enteituinment, when a coach and
fix horfes artives!, fent to convey them the remainder
of heir Journey ro Thomas.town; and at the fame

tine tricging ftore of che choiceft viands, wine, and
nther hguory for their relrefhment. Swift was highly
plealed with this uncommon mark of atention paid
him, aud the circumfance of the coach pf'ovcd parti-
cularly agreesble; as by had been 2 geod deal fatigeed

with
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with his day’s journey. When they came within fight
of the houfe, the Dean, aftonifhed at its magnirude,
cried out, ©“ What, in the name of God can be the ufe
of fuch a valt building?” ¢« Why, Mr. Dean,” re-
phied their fellow-traveller before-mentioned, ¢ there
- ate no lefs than forty apartments for puefls in that
houfe, and all of them probably occupied at this time,
except what are referved for us.”  Swilt, in his ufual
manner, called out to the coachman to ftop, and bade
him wurn about, and drive him back to Dublin, for he
could rot think of mixiag with fuch acroud. « Well,”
faid he, afterwards fuddenly, ¢ therc is no remedy, I
muft fubmic; but [ have lot a forwighe of my life.”
Mr. Mathew received him at the deor with uncommoen
marks of refpect; and then conduéting him to his
apartment, after fome complinents, made him his
vfual fpeech; acquainting him with che cuftoms of the
houfe, and retired, leaving him in pofleflion of his
Caltle. Soon after the cook appeared with his bill of
fare, to receive his direGtions about fupper, and the
butler a¢ the fame time with a it of wines and other
liquors. * And is all this really fo,” faid Swift, ¢« and
may 1 command here as in my own houfe ¢ The Gentle-
man before mentioned allured him he might, and that
nothing could be more agreeable to the owner of that
manfion, “than that all under his roof fhould live con-
formably to their own inclinations, without the leaft re-
ftraint. * Well, then,” faid Swifr, < 1 invite you and
Dr. Sheridan to be my guelts while 1 {tay, for 1 chink
§ fhall hardly be tempred to mix with the mob below,™
Three days were pafled in riding over the denelne, and
viewing the feveral improvements, without ever feeing
Mr. Mathew, or any of the guefts; nor were the com-
-pany below much concerned at lis abfence, as his very
name ufuzlly infpired thofe who did not know him with

A ay awe,
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awe, and they were afraid his prefence would put an
end to that eafe and cheerfuinefs which reigned among -
them, On the fourth day, Swift entered the room
where the company were affersbled befure dinner, and
addreffed My, Mathew in one of the finelt comph-
mental fpeeches that ever was made; in which he ex-
patiated on all the beauties of his improvements, with
the %l of an artift, and rtafle of a2 connollleur., He
fhewed that he had a full comprehenfion of the whole
of the plan, and of the judicious adaption of the
parts to the whole, and pointed out feveral articles
which had efcaped general obfervation.  Such an ad-
drefs, from a man of Swift’s chara&ier, could not fail
of being pleafing o the owner, who was at the fame
time the planner of thefe hinprovements; and fo fine an
culoginm fram one who was fuppoled to deal more in
fatyr than panegyric, was likely to remove the prejudice
enteruitned againft his charadier, and prepoffefs the reft
aof the cempany 1n his favour, 1le concluded his
fpeech, Dy fuying, © And now, Ladics and Gentlemen,
I am come to hive among you, and it (hall be no fault
ol mine if we do not pals our thne agreeably.”  After
dimier, betng in high fpuits, he encertained the coms-
pany with vailous plealantrics: Doctor Sheridan and
he plaved into one another's hands; they joked, they
ponncd, they laushed, aind a general gaicty was diffu-
sed through the whole company,  In z fhoro time all
confiraine on his acconar cdifuppeared, Ile entered
readily into all their fittle {chemes of promoting mirth,
awl cvery day, with the affiitunce of his Coadjutor,
produced feme new one, which affosded a good deal
of fpari and merrinent,  Never were {uch joyous
feenes known there before ; for, when to eale and cheer-
fulnefs, there Is fuperadded, at times, the higher zeft
nt gay wir, hvely faney, and deoll humour, nothing

€an
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car. be wanting to the perfeftion of che focial pleafures
of life. When the time came which obliged Dr, She-
ridan to return to his fchool, the company were fo de-
lighted with the Dean, that they earneftly intreated him
to remain there fome time longer; and Mr. Mathew
himfelf for once broke through his rule of never fulicit-
Cing the ftay of any guell, (it being the eftablithed cuf-
wm of the houfe that all mighr depart whenever they
thought proper, without any ceremony of leave-taking)
by joining in the requeft.  Swift found himfelf o
happy in his tuacion there, that he readily yiclded to
their folicitations, and inftead of the fortnight which he
had originally intended, paffed four months there much
to his own fatisfaétion, and that of all thole who vifited
the place during that time. Having gone fomewhat
out of my way to give an account of the owner of this
happy manfion, Tam tempted to digrefls a Iictle favther
by relating an adventure he was engaged i, of {o fin-
gular a kind, as deferves well to be recorded. 1t was
towards the latter end of Queen Anne’s reign, when
Mr. Mathew returned to Dublin, after his long refi-
‘dence abroad. At that time party ran very high, bat
raged no where with {uch vielence as in that City, in-
fomuch, that duels were every day fought there on thag
{core. There happened to be, at that time, two
Gentlemen in London who valued themlelves highly
on their fkill in fencing; the name of one of them was
Pack, the other Creed; the former a Major, the latter
a Caprain in the army.  Hearing of thele daily exploits
1n Publin, they refolved, like two Knighs-errants, to
go over in quelt of adventures, Upon enquirv, they
jearned that Mr. Mathew, lately arrived from bFrance,
had the charaéter of being one of the firt [wordimen
in Europe.  Pack, rejoiced to find an antagonift wor-
thy of him, refolved che filt opportunity to pick a
' quarsel
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guarrel with kim; and meeting him as he was carried
along the firect in bis chair, joltled the fore-chairman,
Of this Mathew took no notice, as fuppoling it to be
accidental,  But Pack afterwards beafted of it in the
public Coffee-houle, fuving, that he had purpofely of
fered this infult to that Gentleman, who had not the
fpirit ta reientir.  There happened to be prefent a par-
ticular friend of Mr. Mathew's of the name of Mac.
namara, a man of tried courage, and reputed the bef
fencer in Ireland,  ITe immediately took up the quars
rel, and {aid, he was fure Mr. Mathew did not fuppole
the affrent intended, otherwife he would have chaltifed -
Lim on the fpor: bpt if the Major would let him knaw
where lie was to be found, he thould be waited on im-
mediately on his friend’s rerurn, who was to dine that
day alittle way out of town, The Major faid thae he
flzould be at the tavern over the way, where he and his
companions vould wait their commards.  Immediately
on his arrival, Mathew being made acquainted with
what had pafled, went from the coffee-houfe to the ta-
vern, dccomnpanicd by Macnamara,  Being thewn into
the room where the two Gentlemen were, after having
jecured the deor, without any expoftulation, Mathew
and Park drew their fwords; but Macnamara ftopped
them, fayiog, he had {fomething to propofe before they.
proceeded to adtion.  He faid, in cales of this nature,
he never could bear to be a cool fpectator, fo, Sir, {ad-
Ar-ing himielf to Creed} if you pleafe, [ (hall have
rhe honour of entertaining vou in the fame manner,
Creed, who defired no better {port, made no other re-
ply than that of mitantly drawing his {fword ; and ta
work the four champions fell; with the fame compolure
as if it were only a fencing match with feils. The
copfit was of fome duration, and maintained with
great obitinacy by the two ofheers, notwichftanding

the



jbrowne
Rectangle


DOCTOR SWIFT, 363

the great effufion of blood from the many wounds
which they had received, At length, quite exhaulted,
they both fell, and yielded the victory to the fuperior
fkill of their antagonifts, Upon this occafion, Ma-
thew gavc a rema:kable proof of the perfet compofure
#f his mind duoring the action. Creed had fallen the
fieft; upon which Pack exclaimed, ¢ Ah, poor Creed,
are you gone ¥’ ¢ Vus,” fald Mathew, very compo-
fedly, ¢ And you fhall inflantly Peck after him;” ag
the fame tine making a home thrult quite through his
body, which threw him to the ground. 'This was the
more remarkable, as he was never in his life, either
befare or affer, known to have aimed at a pun. The
pumber of wounds received by the vanguithed partics
was very great; and what {eems almeoft miraculous,
their opponents were untouched,  The furgeons, fre-
ing the defperate {tate of their patients, would not (uf-
fer them to be removed out of the rcom where they
fought, but had beds immediately conveyed o ir, on
which they lay many hours in a ftate of infenfibilicy,
When they came to themfelves, and faw wherc they
were, Pack, in a feeble voice, faid to his companion,
% Creed, 1think we are the conquercrs, for we have
kepr the field of baule.” For a long time. their Live,
were defpaired of, but to the allonilhment of every
one, they both recovered., When they were able to
fec company, Mathew and his friend attended them
daily, and a clofe intimacy afeerwards enfued, as they
found them men of probity, and of the beft di{';)oﬁ-“
tions, except in this Quixortith idea of duf:fling_, where.
of they were now perfellly cured.

The Dean was often applied 10, to redrefs private
griecvances, by perfons of whom be had no knowledge ;
\and never famled to interpafe his good offices, when the
¢ale was fuch as merited his attention. Among theix

g he
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ke was particularly ftruck with that of a voung Gentle-
man in the College of the name of Fitzherbert; whofe'
father, though a man of confiderable citate, had treat-

ed him with great inhumanity, banithing him his houfe,

and not affording him the common neceffaries of life..
The young man, driven almnoft to defperation, though?
he had no other acquaintance with Swift than that of

fecing him fometimes at Dr. Sheridan’s fchool, where

he was bred, drew up fo affe@ing a narrative of his

cafe, and in fuch a mafterly ftyle, in a letter to the

Dean, as gave him a high opinion of his talents and

genius, and rendered hrm an obje well worthy of his

proteftion. Accordingly he wrote to the father, who

was a ftranger to him, in very ftrong terms ; highly ex-

toiling his fon’s abilities, and recommending him to

his favour *. He waited for an anfwer to this letter

from the father, before he could make a fatisfadtory re-

ply to thatof the fon; but after fome days had elapfed,

the young man growing impatient of the Dean’s filence,

refolved to fecond his firtt addrefs in profe, by anotherin

puctry, and fent him the following copy of verfes,

To the Dran of S1. PaTtrIcK S,

Obfeure in garret vile [ lay,

And fTumber’d out the tedious day g
Or par’d my nails, or warch'd the cries
Of favoury faufages or pies;

Or (lrove, with dexterous art, to hide
Chinks in my ftockings gaping wide;
Or read old Authors o’er and o’er,

In number hardly half a feare ;
Thof%, duity, tatrer’d, full of holes;
The reft were gone to purchafe coals,

# "['his Joiter s to be found in the printed Colleétion,

»

in
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% In profe T told how FrictETUS,

Upon a pinch, the beft of meat 153

On which T was compell’d to dine,

While gay Prrronics paid for wine,

- How Horace cater’d, PLuTARCH, pote—

Companion boon, difcharg’d my thot,

How TutrLy too the kennel thumps,

Converted to a pair of pumps.

I told how Guriiver, with fenfe

Enarich’d me firft, and then with pence,

And ak! I might with tcars relate

Poor metarnorphos’d Vireru's fate ;

Who, having er{t adorn’d my leg,

Now hangs and rots upon a peg.

Unable to difmifs a ctoud

Cf Duns importunate and loud:

Tho' pinch’d with hunger, thirft, and cold,

1 yet difdain’d to have it told.

Too proud for pity, 1 fupprefs™d

The fighs that ftrugpl’d in my breaft;

And while a vulture gnaw’d my heart,

Smiles 1 my face, conceal’d the fmart,
Yc younger brothers, who inherit,

In licu of fortune, the dox {piric,

For which, unlefs your father’s bail,

You muit for ever rot in jail 5

Ye vameflers, who have Joft Codill,

Unpaid as yet your taylor’s bill;

Ye thieves, detected on the top

Of houles, or within a fhop;

Ye ender damlels, wio beflow

Your virpin treafures on a beau,

Foilaken of your fop, the fcorn

Of Dbirter prudes, and quite forlorn;

# Alludirg to his former profi-letter to the Dean,
Say,
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Say, did ye oftner with to die, >
Or feel fincerer grief than I?
Now ripe with injuries and age,
My fpirits kindle into rage ;
Now vifionary projects roll, _
And croud tumultuous on my foul,
So fire conceal’d from human eyes,
In Mount Veiuve or Htna lies,
Till buslt at laft, and finding vent,
Is to the clouds with fury fent,

My ftory to the Dean I wrote
With great expence of oil and thought 5
Did he receive it with a nod,

Profefs it was extremely odd ?

Did be his houlders thrug, or think
My cauic unworthy of his ink ?

Did he a ragged youth defpife 2

Ah! no, the Deanis juft and wife;
And truth an ealy paffage finds,
Like a full tide, to generous minds.

Kail Bard and Patriot ! could I hope
The Mufes would from thee elope,

To muke me, by their mighty pow’r,
A Poct only for an hour

Thy matchlefs virtues (hould be known
In verie as lafting as your own.

But I né’er talted of the fpring
Which taught imumortal Swift to fing;,
Nor e’r invok’d the tuneful nine

To help me with a fingle line ;

Then let your own Apollo praife

Your virtue, humour, wit, and eafe.

Swift on receipt of this, ‘returned a fhort anfwer, and
inclofed a bill for twenty pounds, telling him he fhould
{oon hear from him again. He then went to his father,
: and
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and having rated him fuficiently for want of nwnners in
not anfwering his letter, proceeded to the affair of his
fon. The gentleman, who had nothing to vifer in his ex-
cufe, exceedingly alarmed ac the refentment fhewn by
Swlft for his negleét, ro make amends for this, immedi-
ately acquiefced in any mealures that Swift might pro-
pofe, with regard to the objedt of his vifir; and it was
agreed upon the {pot, that the young gentleman fhould
be fent immediately 1o Leydea to ftudy phyfic, with a
fuitable allowance for his (upport.

In onc of his rambles throvgh the country of Ireland,
he happened to flop at a fmall village in fome partof che
Bog of Allen. The landlord of the houfe 10 which be
was directed for entertainment, was quite unfurnithed of
every kind of provifion that mighy refrefh either himfelf
or his horfes.  The Dean feeing a Church not far off) en-
quired who was the parion, and where he lived; being
informed in thefe points, he defired rhe landlord 1o go in
his name, and beg a little hay and oats for his horles;
who brousht him back for anfwer, that the Vicar, Mr,
Hervey, would fend him none; but if the Dean would
do him the bogour 1o take thare of his dinner, which was

“near ready, he thould have as much as he plealed.  The
Dean readily accepted the invitation; and going imme-

diately to Mr. Hervey’s, afked what he had for dinner 2

A fhoulder of lamb and falfad.  And what have you gor

to drink? Some pretty good ale; and had 1 known of

your coming, I would have had a bottle of wine. Wine!

faid the Dean, what is your vicarage worth? About four-

fcore pounds a year,  And dares {uch a little fellow as

‘you pretend to drink wine? Only on extraordinary occa-
fions. The Dean was much pleafed with his hott and his

entertainment 5 and when he was going away, he called

to his fervant 1o tuke good natice of that Clerpyman,

“ And oe lure remember, 1 cver Le fhoold come 0 ¢n-

quie
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quire for ove at the Deanery, to fay I am not at home.”
Mr. Hervey underftood his meaning well; and on his

nexe vilic to Dublin, did not fail to pay his refpects to the

Deany who received him very cordially, and entertained
him with great kindnefs,

Once ftopp'ng at an inn at Dundalk, he fenc for a bar-
ber to fhave him; who performed his office very dexter
ouﬂ}r, and'bcing a prating fellow, amufed the Dean du-
ring the operation, with a variety of chat, The Dean
enquired of him who was the nunifter of fus parifh, and
whether he had one farthing to rub upon another? The
barber anfwered, that though the benefice was bue fmall,
the incumbent was very rich, *¢ How the plague can
that be 2 Why, pleafe your Revercace, he buys up
frizes, Qannels, ftockings, fhoes, brogues, and other,

things when cheap, and fells them ar an advanced price-

to the parifhioners, and fo picks up a penny.  The Dean
was curlous to fee this Vicar, and difmifiing the barber

with a fhilling, defired the landlord to go in his name,. .

and afk that gentleman to €at 2 mutton chop with him,
for he had befpoke a yard of mutton (the name he ufu-
ally pave to the neck) for dinner.  Word was brought
back that he had rid abroad to vilit fome {ick parifhio-
ners,  Why then, faid the Dean, invite that prating bar-
ber, that ] may not dine alone. The barber was rejoiced
ar this unexpeted honour, and being drefled out in his
befl apparel, came to the inn, firlt enquiring of the groom
what the Cleroyman's name was, who had f{o kindly -
vited himy what the vengeance, faid the fervant, don’t
you know Dean Swift? At which the barber turned pale,
fiid his babling tonpue had ruined him 3 then ran into the

houle, fell upon his knees, and increated the Dean not to -

put him into print; for that he was a poor barber, had a
Jarge fumily ro maintain, and if his Reverence put him
into black and white, he fhould lofe all his cultomers.

Swift
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Swift Jaughed heartily at the poor fellow’s fimplicity y bade
him fit down and eat his dinner in peace, for he affured
him he would neither put him, or his wife, or the Vicar
Inprint.  After dinner, having oot out of him thie hiftory
of the whale parith, he difmified him with half a crown,
highly delighted with the adveniutes of the day.
"~ One day Swift obferved a great rabble affembled in a
large {pace before the Deanery-deor in Kevin firecty and
upon enquiring the caufe of this, was told it was to fee
the eclipfe. e immediately fent for the beadle, and
gave him his lefon what he fhould do.  Away ran Davy
for his bell, and alter ringing it fome time among the
croud, bawled our, O yes, O yes, all manner of perfons
toncerned, are defired ro rake notice, that it is the Dean
of St. Patrick’s will and pleafure, thao the eclipfe be put
off till this hour to-morrow. So God fave the King, and
his Reverence the Dean.  The mob upon this notice im-
mediately difperfed 3 only fome, more cunning than the
relt, fwore they would not lofe another afternoon, for tha#
the Dean, who was a very comical man, might take it in-
to his head to put off the eclipfe again, and fo make foold
of them a fecond time,

Swift, once In a private conference between forne of the
Miniftty and Monficur Mcnage, ated as interpreter.
Obferving both parties ufing their utmoft endeavours to
deceive each other, and that the whole time was fpent in
difpuifing their true defigns, and finding artful evafions,
his impatience arofe to that heighe; that forgetting his fi«
tuation as interpreter, he took upon him to offet his ad-
.vice to the Minifters on both fides: which was, in thort;
to fpeak plain truth and nothing ¢lfe ; adding; that if
they followed that method, they would do as much bufi-
nefs in an hour, as they then did in & weck.

In one of his jaunts to Windfor with Lord Oxford,
‘being employed full as idly as Horace fays he was when

Bb taking
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taking the air with Mzecenas, they were playing a fort of
game called Cocks and Hens; which confifted in each of
them counting the poultry on his fide of the road, and
which-ever reckoned thirty-one firlt, or faw a cat, oran |
old woman in a certain pufture, won the game, It hap-
~ pened while they were thus ehgaged, Lord Bolingbroke’s
coach overtook them, who got into that of Lord Oxford,
and immediately entered upon fome political bufinefs,
1Ie had not talked long before L01 d Oxford cried out,
< Swift, 1 am up, thew is a cat.” Lord Bo]mgbroke,
much offended at this, called to the coachman to ftop,
got out of the carriage, faying, ¢ when his Lordhip way
difpofed to be ferious, he would talk to him about bufi-
- nefs,”  This feems to have happened when things were
tending towards that breach between them, which all the
Dean’s addrefs and influence were not able to clofe, ,

Swift, like many who jeft freely on others; could pot
bear a retort.  Dining one day at a public dinner of the
Mayor and Corporation at Corke, he obferved chat Alder-
man Brown, father to the Brfhup of that diocefe, fed very
heartily without {peaking a word, and was fo intent upon
that bulinefs, as to become a proper object of ridicvle.
Accordingly he threw out many fuccefsful jefts upon the
Alderman, who fed on with the filence of the hH fow,
neither feeming to regard what the Dean faid, nor at ait
moved by the repeated burfts of laughter at his expence,
Toward the latter end of the meat, Sw:ft happened o be
helped to fome roafted duck, and defired to have fome
apple fauce on the fame plate ; upon which the Alderman
bawled out, «“ Mr. Deuan, you eat your duck like a goofe.™
This unexpecled fally threw the company into a ng cons
tinued fit of 1aughrcr, and Swift was filent the relt of the
diy.

One time going out of town, he afl to Mr Copey
“ will you write to me 2”7 And without waiting for an

3. . . aulwer,
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“gnfwer, continued, ¢ No, I forgo-, you are an idle mar,
-and will never Gnd time.”  lie {pens a good deal of ume
Jn the north ar Mr, Robert Cope’s, and was member of a
‘club conlifting of the neighbours who met periodically
-one of the members was an old man remarkably i and
furly 3 who valued bimielf much upen great plantations
of fAr-trees which he had raifed abour his henfe,. Swift
defired 1o lock at them; and having put a ruler in bis
‘pocket for tise purpofe, faid he wouid try whether they
were plantcd at exadl diftances, and laying down his ru-
ler, went obliquely on purpoie {rom tree to tree, i"i}lni‘f
he that planted them knew nothing of the matter.  The
old penteman (parched up the wle in'a gicat paflion,
fwearing he never Taw fuch a fool of a meaturer in all his
hfe. L] .

There was a trap hld tor the fame old pentleman by
one of the merry members of the club, Dy Tiids,
who riding in company with Dr. Switt and others, neae
his hou'e, 1111 a wager that he would make old Work-
man call himiclf Beuin the Bear,  He had before-band
‘known that it was his day for brewing,  They all rid up
to the door, when Tifdal accofted the old gentleman with,
Bt Pray, Mr. Workman, are not you brewing to-day »”
Yes. ¢ Are you brewing the barley, or brewing the
beer 27 ¢ Brewing the barley,” faid Workman, to Tif
dal’s great difappointment, who, befide Iofing his wager,
had che laugh of the company againft him,

A young gentleman, much addifted to laughing, hap-
pened o get into Swift’s company; and having heard
much of the Dean’s pleafantries, was upon the titter at
every thing he faid. * Where is the jeft?” fuid fome
one. “ There,” faid Swift, pointing at the laughing
young gentleman. '

One day travelling in Encland, be afked a farmer
wlnch was thie road to fuch a placc s the farmer faid iz lay

Bba ftrait
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{trait before him, he could not mifs it, Swift riding 4
little way, obferved a by-road o the left, and turned into
it. The farmer called out to him that he was going
wrong, “ Why,” faid Swift, “ did not you tell me |
conld not mifs it 27 “ No nrore you could,” faid the far. -

mer, *“if you had not been a fool.” o

Another time feeing a man fall from his horfe in 2~
flongh, he rode up to him, enquiring whether he was
bort?. «“ Ne,” replied the farmer, * but I am woundily
bemired.” ¢ You make good the old proverb,” faid
Swift, The more dirt, the leshurt,”  The man feem-
ed much comforred with the old faying, but faid he had
never heard of that provérb before; and no wender, for
Swift had made it on the occafion.  He ufed often to coin
proverbs of that fort, and pafs them for old.

One day walking in the garden of # ftingy old gentfe-
mar, with many others in company, he faw a quantity of
fine fruit, of which the owner ntver offered them a talte,
Bwift ftopt at a peach-tree loaded with tempting fruit,
and addrefitd the company with— It was an obd faying
of my grandmother’s, always pull a peach, when it lieg
in your reach :” he accordingly plucked one ; and his ex-
ample was immediately foHowed by all the reft, under the
fan&ion of that good old faying,

He had many ufefut reles which he threw into rhime
for the more eafy recolle@ion of them, Opbe of them ¥
remember was a direltion 1o thele who ride together
ehreugh the water.

When thro’ the water you do ride,
Keep very clofe, or very wide,

Another related to the decanting of wine,

Firfl rack {low, and then rack quick,
Then rack flow, till you come to the thicky

In




DOCTOR SWIFT. 173

In a converfation with Dr. Ellwood, the Doftor hap-

pened to fpeak of lome one, as a fine old gentleman;
. what, {aid Swift, have you kept company with me thefe
twenty years, and have not the common (enfe to know
that there is no fuch thing as a fine old gentleman ; be-
caufe, if the perfons to whom that tide 1s given, had been
~ poffefled either of a mind or body worth a farthing, they
would have worn them out before they arrived at that
ape.
-+ Dining one day at Mr. B his fon, the prefent Mr,
B-—— then very young, was fent into the parlour after
dinner to pay his compliments to the Dean.  His mother,
Lady B——, had always kept him drelt in the piceft
manner. After drinking a glafs of wine, and ftaying a
litrle while with the company, he seturned to his father,
who was confined to his chamber with the gour. ¢ Well,
Will, what did the Dean fay to you?” 1heard him fay,
as 1 was leaving the room, ¢ Esnfant garz” His father
laughed, and told it Lady Betty. This came round to
~ the Dean before he left the hioufe; who faid upon jte—
% What a confounded blockhead was I, to think chere
could be fuch a thing as a {poiled child who had not learned
French.” '

In the purfuit of the Bagaielle, he often defcended to
puerilities.  Paffing fome time in the country, where Dan
Jackfon was one of the company (he whofe long nofe
furnifhed a fubjedt for feveral humourous copies of verfes
to be found in the colleélion) Swift ufed to try many prac-
 tical jokes on him. One day he pretended to lay hold of
- acrecper on Dan’s neck, and put himlelt in the: pofture
of cracking it on the table with bis rhumb nail, at the
fame time making a noife {imilar to it with the joint of his
© finger; a common {choel-boy’s trick.  Fle had lerved
him in this manner more than once, when Dan refolved
to be prepared for him if he ever attempted it again.

Bb3 With
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With this view he procured a loufe of the largelt fize he
could get, and ftopping it up in a quill, kept it in his-
pocker. It was not long before Swift repeated the trick ;.
when Dan Jackfon took an opportunity, while the Dean;
was looking another way, of unflopping-the quiil, and-
dropping the loute jult before him, calling out Mr, Dean—.
Mr. Dean —you have miiled Killing it this rime, there it
is crawling jult before you, “Flis trned the laugh again(t
Switt, and put an end to that and fome other of his
pranks, as he found Dan was not fo patient a butt as he
had taken bim for, and knew how to recaliae with ad.,
vantape. .
Awong other jeus defprit, he was fond of punning,
and ufed to fay that none difliked it but thote who could
not make one.  ‘The old Lord Pembroke was a remark-
able punfler, and when Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, de-
lighted much in Swiit’s company on that account, Cne
cay being at the Caftle when a learned pbyfician was read-
ing a long leCture to his Excellency on the natare and qua.
lities of hees, calling themn on every occalion, a nation,
and a commonwealth ;< Yes, my Lord,” faid Swift,
¢ they a very ancient nation 3 you know, my Lord, Moles
takes notice of themy Lé numbers the FHiwites among

thofe nations which Jofhua was appoinced to conquer,”
Lord Pembrole had brought over with hir, as his firft
Chaplain, one Dr. Mills, a man remarkable for a large
Konun nofe, againft whom Swift had taken a particulap
diffike.  After dining one day with a privare party at the
Callle, of which Mills was one, Swiit began to rail at the
Lord Licutenants ot Ireland for bringing over fuch block.
heads for Chaplains as they uluatly did,  Lord Pembroke
faid, that cenfure could not be appiied 1o him, as his firfk
Chaplain prefent had been a profeifor at Oxford, and was
accounted an excellent fihoiar. ‘¢ Ho g fcholar,”” faid
Switt! ¢ I dare fay he does not know how to conftrug
o a line
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s line of Virgil.” Tord Pembroke, who expefted fome
fport from this, took part with his Chaplain, fayings
“he was fure there was no paffage in Virgil which he
could not perfeétly explain.” <€ Let the book be
brought,” fsid Swift. Accordingly a Virgil was fent
for, and Swift opening the book, pitched upon the fol-
lowing line. Romanos verum dominos gentemgse tegatan,
Mills immediately tranflated it very properly in the
ufual way. < There,” fays Swift, ©“1 knew he could
rnot do it—he has not confltrued one word of it right.”
“ Why, pray how would you conftrue it 1”7 Thus—Re-
manos—you’ve a Roman nofe—reram—you're a rare
rum—demines—damn  your nofe—gentemque togatam,

" and the whole race of Chaplains. Swift then took up
his hat and walked off, leaving Lord Pembroke and
the reft of the party laughing heartily at the droll fcenc
which had juft pafled.

Now I am upon the fubje& of his punning, 1 cannot
refrain from mentioping an excellent one which he
made at my father’s, in a happy application of one of
Virgil's lines. - It happened that a Lady whifking about
her long train, which was then the falhion, threw down
and broke a fine Cremona fiddle belonging to him;
upon which Swilt cried out—

Meantug ve mifer nimivm vicina Cremona !

Qnce in the country he was making enquiries about
agentleman in the ncighbourhood, with whom the
others did not feem to affociate, and afked the reafon
of it. They faid he was a very ftupid fellow, Swifc
fome time after, in one of bis rides, overtook him,
and entered into converfation with him by praifing his
horfe, faving, among other things, that he carried a
very fine tail ; o which the gentleman replied, ¢ and

B by your’s
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your's carries the beft head in Ireland.”” The Dean, on
his return, related thisas a very clever faying, and
woadcered how they could account the author of i¢ flu~
pid. QOne of the company, when he next faw the
gentleman, rojd him how much the Dean was pleafed
with what he had faid to hitn. ¢ Why, what was it,"
faid the othet? ¢ You told him that his horfe carried
the be®t head in freland.” € And fo he does,” replied
the gentleman, {utterly uncenfcions of his having faid
a good thing) 1 think I never faw a harfe with @
finer forehand.”

- When Georpe Faulkuer the printer returned {rom
Londor, where he kad beep foliciting fubferiptions for
his edition of the Dean’s Warks, he went to pay his
refpelts to him, dreft in 2 laced waiftcoat, a bag-wig,
and otier fopperies.  Swift received him with all the
ceremony that he would fhew to a perfedt flranger.
¢ Pray, Sir, what are your conunands with me 2" <]
thovgeht 1t my duty to wait on you immediately on my
arrival fiom londen’ ¢ Pray, Sir, who arg you?”
George Faulkner the printer. ¢ You George Faulkner
the printer ! why, thou art the moft 1mpudent bars-
faced jmmpoltor T ever heard of.  Grorge Faulkner isa
fober fedate citizen, and wonld never trick himfelf out
v lace, and other fopperies, Get about your bufi-
nefs, and thank your (tars thar I do not fead you ta
the Hpufe of Correltion.” Poor George hobbled
away as faft as he could, and having changed his ap-
parel, recurned immediately to the Deanery. Swifg,
on feeing him, went up to him with great cordiality,.
fhook hint familiarly by the hand, faying, my good
friend, George, Iain heartily glad ro fee you fafe ra-
torped.  Here was an impudent fellow in a lace waiit-
roat, who would feign have pafled for you; but I foan
ient him P:s._cking witir g fea in s cany

He
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He could not bear to have any lies told him, which
he never failed to detect; and when the party endea-
voured to palliate them, his ufual expreflion was—
« Come, come, don’t attempt to darn your cobwebs.”
It was a faying of his, that an excufec was worfe than a-
lie, becaufe an excufe was a lie guarded. '

There was a violent quarrel between the Dean and
Serjeant Bettefworth, which for fome time made a great
noife in Dublin. It was occafioned by the following
verfes in one of Swift’s Poems.

So at the bar the booby Bectefworth,

Tho’ half a crown outpays his {fweats---worth,
Who knows in law, nor text, nor margent,
Calls Sipgleton his brother Serjeant.

The animofity of the Dean againft the Serjeant, did
pot arife from any perfonal pique, but on account of
his being an avowed enemy of the clergy, and taking
the lead in the Houfe of Commons in procuring one

-of the moft unjuft and arbitrary votes ever made by

that body, by which the clergy were . deprived of a
confiderable part of their tythes, which they had en-
joyed time immemorial. '

The Poem was fent to Bettefworth when he was in
company with fome of his friends, from one of whom
then prefent, I had the following account. ¥l¢ read
jt aloud till he had finithed the lines relative to himfelf,
He thep fung it down with great violence, he trembled
and wurned pale; and after fome paufe, his rage for a
while depriving him of utterance, he took out his pen-
knife, and opening it, vehemently fwore, with this very
pen-knife, by G---d, will I cut off his ears. Soon af-
ter he went to feek the Dean at his houfe, and not find-
ing him at hame, followed him to Mr, Worral’s, where

he
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he had an interview with him, which has beep defcribed
by Swift io a letter to the Duke of Dorfet, then Lord
Licutenant of Ircland.  But as there are fome paflages
omitted in that narrative, which he related to Dr., She
ridan, immediately after the feene had paffed, I fhall
here infert fuch part of them as I recolledt, Upon
enquiring for Swift, the Serjeant was fhewn into the
ftreet parlour, and the Dean called our to him from
the back reom, where he was fitting after dinner with
Worral and his wife, Upon entering the room, Swife
defired to know his commands. < Sir,” fays he, «]
am Serjeant Bet-tel-worth,” (which was always his pom-
pous way of pronouncing his own name in three dittin@
fyllablcs) ¢ Of what regiment, pray ?” fays Swift,
“ O, Mr. Dean we know your powers of raillery ; you
know me well enough, that I am one of his Majefty’s
Serreants-at Law.”  What then, Sir # « Why then, Sir,
Iam come to demand of you, whether you arc the ay-
thor of this Poewn (producing it) and thefe villainoug
Yines on me.” At the fame time reading them aloud
with great vehemence of emphafis, and much gefticu-
fazion. € Sir,” faid Swifr, It was a piece of advice
given me in my early days by Lord Somers, never tg
own or difown any writing laid to my charge; becaufe
if 1did this in {oine cafes, whatever I did not difown
alterwards, would infallibly be imputed to me as mine.,
Now, Sir, [ take this to have beey a very wife maxim,
and as fuch have followed it ever fince; and [ belicve
s¢ will hardly be in the power of all vour rhetoric, as
great a malter as you are of it, to inake me fwerve from
thatrule.”  Many other things pafied as related in che
above-mentioned letter,  Bur when Bettefworth wag
going away, he faid, « Well, fince you will give me no
fanistation in this affair, let me tell you, YOUr gown js
your protedtion ; under the fanétion of which, like one

of
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nf our own Yahoos who had climbed up to the top

of a high tree, you fit fecure, and f{quirt your filth

- round on all mankind.” Swift had candour enough
* pot to conceal this laft circumtance, at the fame time
" faying, ¢ that the fellow fhewed more wit in this than

ke thought him poffcled of.”  After this, as Bertef-
worth (till continued to utter furious threats againlt the
Deay, there was an affociation formed and figned by ail

‘the principal inhabitants of that quarter, to ftand by

one another with their lives and fortunes, in fupport of
their general benefactor, agalnﬂ: any one who fhould
attempt to offer the lealt injury to his perfon or fortune,
Belide which, the publick indignation was kindled

* againft him for this treatment of their great favounte,

and the refentment of all the wits was poured out up-
or him in a valt effufion of libels, pointed with ridi-
cule, or edged with fatyr, which placed his charaéter
in a contemptible, or an odious light; fo that the un-
fortunate Ser]eant, who had before made a confiderable
figure at the bar, in a fhort time loft his bufinefs, and
was {eldom employed in any fuilt afterwards; fo daps
gerous was it to attack this idol of the people.

He was always attended by two fervants when he rode
out, but he walked through the ftreets, and did noc
put on his {patterdathes (which he always wore inftead
of boots) and fpurs, till he came to the place of
mounting. One day, being detained longer than ufual,
snd enquiring into the caufe, he found it was owing
to a difpute between the two fervants, to which of their
offices it belonged to carry the fpatterdathes and (purs,
Swift foon fettled the matter, by making each of them

“carry one of each, and in that manner walk behind him
_through the ftreets, The blackguards of Dublin, who

are remarkable for low humour, feon fmoked the de-
fign, and ridiculed the fellows as they palfed along in
fULh
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fuch a way as made them quite athamed of themfelves,
and willing to come to a compromife. But Swift, to
punifh them, made them continue their progrefs in the -
fame way, enjoying the low jokes of the mab 2s they
paffed ; till at their earneft entreaty afterwards the}'
were allowed to take it turn about. :
" He had often fome whimfical contrivance to punith
his {ervants for any neglet of his orders, fo as to make
them more attentive for the future, The hiring of the
maid-fervants he left to his houfe-keeper; and when
that ceremony was over, he ufed to fend for them,
faying, he had but two commands to give them; one
was, to fhut the door after them whenever they came
into a room ; the other, to fhut the door after them
when they went out of a room ; and bade them be very
punétval in executing thefe orders.  One of thefe
maids went to him on a particular occafion, to requelt
that {he might be aliowed to 2o to her filter’s wedding,
which was to be on that day, at a place diftant abouc
ten niles froms Dublin.  Swift not only confented, but
faict he woold lend her one of his horfes, with a fervant
to ride before her; and gave his directions accordingly.
“The maid in the midft of her joy for this favour, for-
got to fhut the door after her when fhe left the room.
In about a quarter of an hour after the was gone, the
Dean ordered a fervant to faddle another horfe, and
make what fpeed he could after them, and wherever he
overtnok them, to oblige them to return immediately,
They had not got much above half way, when he came
vp with them, and told theny it was the Dean’s pofitive
commands that they fhould return inftantly; wich
which, however relultantiy, the poor girl was obliged
to comply. When {he came into Swift's prefence,
with a molt morufied countenance, the begged to know
his Reverence's commands, ¢ Nothin__g, chitd,” faid
he,
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he, *“only you forgot to fhut the door after you.” Buot

-not to carty the punifhiment too far, he then permitted

her to purfue her journey.

. There was nothing Swife difliked more than applica-
~ -tigns from witlings and poetalters to look over theid
_ pieces, and he generally had fome whimfical coritrivance
- :tp make them repent of this, which, being told, might
. .alfo deter others from the like. Among thele, there
* - was a poor author of my acquaintance, who had writ-
ten a very indifferent tragedy, and got himfelf intro«
-duced to the Dean, in order to have his opinion of iz,
In about a fortnight afcer the delivery, he called at the
Deavery to know how he approved of it.  Swiir return~
ed the play carefully folded up, telling bim he had
read ity and taken fome pains with it; and he believed
.the author would nat find above half the number of
faults in it that it had when it came into his hands.
Foor Davy, after a thoufand acknowledgments to the
‘Dean for the trouble he had taken, recired in company
with the gentleman who had firft introduced him, and
was {o impatient to (e what correCtions Swift had made
that he would not wait till he got home, but got under
a gateway in the next (treer, and, to his utter aftonifh-
ment and confufion, faw that the Dean had taken the
pains to blot out every fecond line throughout che whole
play, {o carefully, as 1o render them uwterly illegible.
Nor was it in the power of the unforcunate awthor to
conceal his difgrace, as his friend, fram whom I had
the ftory, thought it too goed a joke to be loft.

Swift, whatever maflery he had gained aver the
greater paffions, had no command of his temper. He
was of a very irritable make, prone to fudden Rtars of
paflion, in which his expreflions of courfc were not very
guarded. His friends made all due allowance for this,
knowing 1% to be an infirmicy often atcendanton the beft

Ratures,
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1
‘natures, and ncver took any thing amils that he faid-of ;
did on fuch occafions. PBut Dr. Sheridan, when he faw |
one of thefe fits coming on him, ufed to divert ics courfe, .
by fome whimfical froke of fancy that would fet him
a langhing, and give his humour another bent. Asnd k
in this he was fo fuccefsful, that one of their commith |
friends ufed to fav, that he was the David, who aloge |
could play the evi! {pirit our of Saul. Among the ma-
ny off-hand poems, which they daily writ to each othety
there was one came to my hands, which, though nes
gligently written, is o delcriptive of the mode of their ;
living cogether, and fo chara@eriftic of Swift’s mags
ner, that [ am tempted 1o lay it before the Publie
When he was difengaged, the Dean uled often to call
in at the Doctor’s about the hour of dining, and their
cultom was to fit in a fmall back parlour féfe 2 tire, and
have flices {ent them upon plates from the common
room of whatever was for the family-dinner.  The fup
niture of this room was not in the beft repair, being
often frequented by the boarders, of which the houfe :
was feldom without twenty ; but was preferred by the
Dean as being more fnug than the ftare parfour, which
was vfed only when there was company. The fubject
of the Poem, is an account of one of thefe cafual vifics,

When to my houfe you come, dear Dean,
Your humble friend to entertain,

Thro’ dirt and mire along the flreet,
You find no feraper for your feet; _ _.
At which you flamp and ftorm and fwell, )
Which fetves to clean your feet as well. '
By fteps afcending to the hall, '

All torn to rags by boys and ball, -

With (ratter’d fragments on the- floor

A fad unealy parlour door, :

Befiuear’d with cha'k, and carv’d with knives,

(A plague upon all carelefs wives)

B SRR S
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Are the next fights you muft expedt,
But do not think they are my negle.
Ah that thefe evils were the worft |
The parlour fHll is farther curft,

T'o enter there if you advance,

If in you get, it is by chance.

How oft by turns have you and I

Baid thus—<¢ let me—no—Ilct me try—
« This turn will open it P}l engage”-—
You puth me from it in a rage.
Turning, twilting, forcing, fumbling,
Stamping, ftaring, fuming, grumbling,
At length it opens—-in We¢ go—

How glad are we to find it fo!
Conguefts thro” pains and dangers pleafe,
Much more than thole attain’d with cafe.
Are you difpos’d to take a feat;

“The inftant that it feels your weight,
Out go its legs and down you come
Upon your reverend Dearthip’s b
Betwixt two ftools 'tis often faid,

Fhe fitter on the ground is laid ;

What praife then tomy chairs is due,
Where one performs the feat of two!
Now to the hire, if {fuch there be,

At prefent nought but fmoke we fee.
Come, ftir it up—ho—Mr. Joker,
How can I ftir it without poker?

The bellows take, their Latter’d nofe
Will ferve for poker, 1 fuppofc.

Now you begin to rake—alack

T'he grate has tambled from its back—
T'he coals all on the hearth are laid—
& Stay, Sir—I'll run and call the maid ;
%¢ She’ll make the fire again complete—
¢ She knows the humour of the grate.”
Pox take your maid, and you together—e
T'his is cold comfort in cold weather.
Now all is right again—the blaze
Suddenly raig’d as foon decays.

353
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Once more apply the bellows—< So—
« The(e bellows were not made ta blow—a
“¢ Their lcathern lungs are in decay,

¢ They can’t even puff the fmoke away.”
And is your Reverence vext at that ?

Get up in God’s name, take your hat;
Hang them, fay I, that have no fhift;
Come, blow the fire, good Doctor Swift.
1£ trifles fuch as thefe can teafe you,
Plague take thofe fools that ftrive ta pleafe you.
Therefore no longer be a quarc’ler

Either with me, Sir, or my parlour.

If you can rclifh ought of mine,

A bit of meat, 2 glafs of wine,

You're welcome to it, and you fhall fare
As well a5 dining with the Mayor,

< You faucy feab—you.tell me fom

¢« Why booby-face, I'd have you know

“¢ I"d rather fee your things in order,

¢ Than dinc in ftate with the Recorder,

¢ For water [ muft keep 3 clutter,

¢ Or chide your wife for ftinking butter.
 Or getting fuch a deal of meat,

¢ As if you'd half the town to eat,

< That wife of your’s, the Devil’s in her,
¢ I've told her of this way of dinner,

¢ Five hundred times, but all in vain-—
# Here comes a rump of beef again 1 o
¢ Oh that that wife of your’s would burfie=
« (Get out, and ferve the boarders firfh.

& Pox take 'em 2ll for me—I fret

¢¢ So much, Ifhall not cat my meat—

% You know I'd rather have a flice.”

I know, dear Sir, you are not nice ;
You'll have your dinner in a minute,
Here comes the plate and flices in it—
Therefore no more, but take your place—
Do you fall to, 2nd 1'l! (ey graze,

Memorrs
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Memorrs and AnecpoTes of Swirr, extraéted
from the former Publications, by Dr, Derany,
and others.

S Swift had been charged by many with want of
religion, Voltaire, and other Free- thlnl\ers, wilh-
ing to have a man of his genius inrolled in their claf ;
Dolor Delany enters into a juftification of him in that
refped.  Among other paflages to this effe, are the
following:  As to his religion, [ myfelf have obferved
~‘many fcrong indications and proofs of his fincerity in
it, befide thofe now mentioned, Ilis faying Grace,
‘both before and after meat, was very remarkable, It
- was always in the fewelt words that could be uttered
- oo the occalion, but with an emphafis and fervour which -
every one around him faw and felt, and with his hands
clafped into one another, and lifted up to his breaft,
but never higher. The Religious and Chriftian form
of his laft will, and the many prayers compoled, and.
- conftantly offered up by him in Mrs. Johnfon’s fick-
nefs, are {trong proofs to the fame purpofe.

There was no vice in the world he fo much abhorred
‘as hypocrify; and of confequence nothing he dreaded
fo much as to be [ofpected of it. This naturally led,
- t0 make him verge {ometimes too much to the other
-extreme ; and made him often conceal his piety with
“more care, than others take to conceal their vices, T
*have been affured by Doctor Delany, who lived fora

conliderable time in his houfe, thar he refided with him
for more than (ix months, before he knew, or fo much
- as {ufpected that be ever read prayers to his family.
“Which neverthelels he conftantly did, at a fixed hour
“every night in his own bed-chamber, to which the fer-

Cec vants
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vants regularly and filently reforted, at the time ap-
pointed, without any notice from a bell, or audible
call of any kind, e€xcept the ftriking of 2 clock. And .
I am well affured, that when he lived in London, his
conflant way was to go to early prayers, and facrament;
which he thought made him lefs diitinguifhed in his
devotions. But though in his private capaciey he in-
dulged himfelf in his own method of paying his devo-
tions, yet when his duty called on him either as a parith
Prieft, or Dean, no one performed all the funétions of
that facred office in a more exemplary manner, becaufe
in this cafe nothing of oftentation could be imputed to
him. Of this Do¢tor Delany gives feveral inftances,
and concludes with a very remarkable one, where he
fays, afrer a good deal of meditation upon Swift’s cha-
ralter, asa man of true religion, T think I have found
out one proof of it fo clear and incontcflable, as may
well fuperfede the neceflity of any other, His Cathe-
dral of St Patrick’s, is the only church in that city,
wherein the primitive praltice of receiving the facra-
ment every Lord’s day, was renewed, and is {till con-
tinuved; and to the belt of my remembrance and belief,
renewed in his time. At leaft, as he was Ordinary
there, it could not be continued without his confent; .
and it is moft certain that he conftantly attended that
holy office ; confecrated and adminiftered the Sacrament
in perfon.  Nor do 1 believe he ever once failed to do
fo, when it was in his power; I mean when Le was not
fick, or abfunt at too great a diftance, .
His attention to the ceconomy of his Cathedral wag
fuch, that ke would not fuffer a fhilling of 'its revenues
to be alienated from its proper ufe, even for the pur-
pofes of charity. If any thiag of that kind was pro-.
poled, his anfwer was, that this money was appropti-
ated 3 bur he would give out of his own pocket, in
proportioa
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© proportion to his {hcome; as much towards any charitable
purpole, as any of them would in proportion to theirs,
Then turning to the perfon who made the propofsl; ¢ You,
- Sir, declare, upon your confcience, that the perfon you
“- now folicit for, is a proper object of Chriftian Charicy.,
My Deanery is worth feven hundred pounds a year; your
Prebend, worth two; if you will give two thillings to this
charity, 1 will give feven, or any greater fum in the fame
~ proportion,

His firict religious attention to the revenues of the
Dcancry, was fo great, that he never failed to facrifice his
own prefent emoluments, to the reafonable profpe&ts of
a future fufficient maintenance for his {ucceffors and chap-
ter. One inftance of this appearcd moft remarkably in
the great decline, and almoft total decay of his under-
ftanding, He had refolved many years before, never to
renew a certain leafe of lands belonging to the Deanery,
without raifing the rent thirty pounds a year. The te-
nant had often applied to him for a renewal upon other
terms, but to no purpofe. And finding now that Swift’s
underftanding was in the decay, and his avarice rémark-
gbly predominant; he thought this the proper {eafon o
make his laft effort for a renewal, and tempt him with
fuch a fine, as he was {ure the Dean could not reift in
thofe circumftances.  Accordingly he made his atempr
but to as little purpofe as ever he had done before, the
Dean remaining immoveable. e refufed a large Gne, at
a time when he loved money incomparably beyond any
thing elfe in the world, and raifed the rent, as he had
long fince refolved 1o do. I vifited him the next day af-
ter the renewal of this leafe, and enquiring after his health,
he told me in a tone of heavy complaint, that his me-
‘mory was almoft rtotally gone, and his underflanding
going ; but that he had yefterday done fomething for the
benefit of his fucceffor, but he had forgot what; but Doc-

Ceca tor
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tor Wilfon (who then lived in the heule with him) would
tell me. ] enquired, and was informed of this renewzl,
as 1 hrn'e now related 1, :

As an Ecclefiaftic, he was lerupuloufly exaét in the ex-
erctle of his function, as well with regard to temporal, as
fpintaal things. He expended more money to fupport
and adorn his Cathedral, than had been applied to the
faw 0fe in any period fince it was Arft buile, He was
extremely exact and confcientious in proi oting the Mem-
‘bers of the Choir according to their merit, and never ad.
vanced any perlon to a \’marage, who was not qualified
for 1t 10 all refpects, whatever their intereft, or however
recommended.  He once refufed a Vicarage to a pt:lfon
for whom Lady Carteret was very lmporthmtc at-the
fune time declaring to her Ladyfhip, that, if it had beea
in his power to have made the Gentleman a Dean, or a
Bxfhop he would have obliged her willingly, becaufe, he
i3id, Deaneiies and Bihopricks were prt:ff.rmenrq in which
mcrit had no concern; but the merit ot a Vicar would
be brovoht to the tell every day.

1 happt ned that a young Gentleman of his Cholr bea
g abread with his gun, fuffered irreparable hort by its
poing off accidentally.  When the Dean heard of it he
expreffed great concern, and having panled a lule,
*ewell” faid he, ““this will be a good opportunity ar
once w reward piesit, and alleviate diftrefs; T will make
him a Vicary” which bhe did accordingly the fame hour.

‘The poor tn the liberty of his Cathedral, were better
reenifated than any other in the kingdomy they were abl
bal.ig;mi, and were never found beggmo- out of their dif-
irict,  For foime of thele he buiir and furnifhed a little
almiboule, being afifted in this by fome voluntary con-
ributions ; and preferved among them vncommon cleans
linefs and decency, by confiantly viliting them in perion,

In
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“In the diftribution of his charity, that he might pro-
portion his bounty to the necefiiies and ments of the
different objects he met with, and yer give but one picce
of money at a time, he conftantly kepe a pocket fuil of
all forts of coln, from a filver three-pence to a crown piece,

He was a {irenuous fupporter of all the rights and pri.
vileges belonging to his Deanery, againit all incroach.-
ments attempted by his powerful neighbour the Arch-
bihop of Dublin; in oppofition to whom he determined
to aflore his right of ablence without his Grace’s pesani--
fion, at the cxpence of feveral handred pounds, at a time
when he did not believe he fhould ever agsin claim the-
privilege for himielf; but becaule he would =or endanger
the liberty of his fucceflor by an tjurions preceden.

In contradition to the account given of the sreas deco-
ram and folemnity with which Swift perioried all reli-
gious dutics, there are two {fories t0ld by Lot Owmery,
o which I can give no credit.  The Arlt is thus vetired
by his Lordfhip: ¢ As foon as he had raken polofiiom of
his two livings, he went to refide at Laracor, und yave
public notice to his parithioners, that he would read pray-
ers every Wednelday and Friday. -Upon the fubfegusie
Wednefday the bell was rung, and the Reélor attended 1n
his defk 3 wi. .. after having fate fome time, and findior
the congregation to conlift valy of himfelf, and his Clerk
Roger, he began with great compoture and gravity, but
with a turn peculiar to himfelf, *¢ Dearly beloved Roger

- —the Scripture moveth you and me in fundry places,”

- &fr.—And then proceeded regularly through the whole
fervice. I mention this trifling c;rcumﬁ:ance only to thew
“you, that he could not refift a vein of humour, whenever
he had an opportunity of exerting it.™

Now to fuppofe that 2 man of Swiltt’s religious turn,
thould have made fuch a mockery of this folemn act of
worfhip, and aftcrwards go through the whole {ervice,

Ccg not»
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notwith{tanding the many abfurdities that would follow in

the courle of it, from there being no congregation - pre-

fent, merely for the fake of a paliry jefi, is too grofs an

impofition to be eafily fwallowed, It is not indeed im--
probable, that Swift afterwards, in relating this circum--

ftance, might have faid, he had a mind to begin the fer-
vice with—¢¢ Dearly beloved Roger,” ¢, and they who
heard this, as is frequently the cale on {uch occafions,

thought it would improve the ftory much by making him -

carry it into execution, and related it accordingly. The
other ftory is thus told by his Lordhip. % His humour-
ous difpofition tempted him to aétions inconliftent with the

dignity of a Clergyman; and fuch fights drew upon him._ . :
the general character of an irreligious man : I remember

to have heard a (tory of him, that fully fhews how little
he regarded certain ceremonies, which ought always ta be
obferved with refpect, Soon after he had been made
Dean of St. Patrick’s, he was loitering one Sunday in the
afternoon at the houfe of Doltor Raymond, with whom

he had dined at Trim (a {mall town near Laracor) of -

which the Dodlor was Vicar. The bell had rung, and
the people were affembled for Evening Prayers. Doétor
Raymond was preparing to go to the Church, which was

fcarce two hundred yards from his houfe, ¢ Raymond,®.
1zid the Dean, 1 will lay you a ¢rown, I will begin the |

Prayces before you this afternoon,” ¢ I zecept the was
ger;”? replied Dr, Raymond ; and immediately they both
ran as faft as they could towards the Church. Raymond,
who was the nimbler man of the two, arrived firft at the

door; and when he entered the Church, walked decently -

towards the reading defk,  Swift pever flackened his pace,
but running up the aifle, left Dr, I\aymond behind him
in the middie of i, and ftepping into the reading defk,
without putting on a furplice, or opening the Prayet
Book, bcgan the Liturgy in an audible yoice, and conti-

nued
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nued to repeat the fervice fufficiently long to win the wa-
ger.” Now it is very poflible that fuch an adventure
might have happened at that time between two Clergy-
men, and nothing more probable than that it would im-
mediately be transferred to Swift and his neighbour. We
fee it cvery day practifed, that witty Sayings, Blunders,
and chings of Flumour, are conflantly fathered upon the
moft remarkable Wit, Blunderer, ocr Flumourift of the
times, whether they belong to them or not, '
As his Lordihip has given no fort of authovity for the
truth of the above ftories, nor indeed for that of any
-others that he has related to the prejudice of Swift, ex-
cept hear-fay ; we may judge to what degree of credit
they are wnutled.
Among the many falfe reprefentations made by his
rdfhip, he has been attacked for one of them with
g ac {pirit, by Doftor Delany, in the following paflage,
a friend of mine, turning over the Index to your Let-
ters, thewed me thefe words—Swift’s Seraglio—Surprifed
at this, I immediately turned to the place; where, to my
much greater {urprife, I found the following paragraph.
. “You fee the command which Swift had over alt his fe-
: males; and you would have fmiled to bave found his
3 ‘houfe a conftant Seraglio of very virtuous women, who
attended him from morning to night, with an cbedience,
an awe, and an afiduity, that are feldom pald to the
! richeft, or the molt powerful lovers; no, not even to the
Grand Seignior himfelf.” This paragragh, my Lord,
: gives me great concern, Upon many accounts; though I
fhall mention only this one; that it feems to be written
in the @&yle of a man, who knew what he faid to be truth ;
which yet moft certainly was not, could not, be your
cafe; and therefore I conclude you wrote it in the ftyle
in which it was delivered to you, by your monftrous
mifinformers, _
Ceg My
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My Lord, the intercourie in which my ftation engaged
me, for many years, with the Dean; my Idng mntimacy
with his moft intimate friends, and the frequent vifits to
him which my love and gratitude exalled ; enable me to
affure your Lordfhip and the world, {as I do in the moft
folemn and fincere manner) that nothing ever was more
falfe, than the informations yoy received upon this point;
and that in fact, females were ravely adimitted into his
houfe; and never came thither but upon very particular
invitations, not excepting even Mrs. Johnfon, ‘The truth
is, not one of thofe you are pleafed to call his Senators,
ever prefumed to approach him, till he very particularly
fignified his pleafure that they fould, except his near
kinfwoman, Mrs. Whiteway, who was often with him,
but pot untl the latter part of his life,

And yet, my Lord, as the honour I beat you flrongly

inclines me to affent to your pofitions, wherever [ can; [
mult own, that if keeping a prear number of profefled
nominal mifiretles, conflitutes the cotaplore idea of 4 Se-
rag]io, Swiit kept a grester, and a much nore extended
one than the Grand Seigutor,  And 1 have hud the ho-
nour to be adinttred, more than onve, to bear im com-
pany in lis vifits to them,  But this T mult add, in fup-
port of the credit of your judement of his conflitution,
that his vilits were always Dy day-huhry and for the moft
part, 1n the moft open and public places of che City,
But yot truth obliges me to own, that he alio vilired jome

of thein in bye-allies, and vnder arches; places of long -

fofpedted fame.  Let me add, thae he kepe ricly o that

~Turkifh principle, of honouring none, but {uch as were
bred up and occupled in fome caiployment. Qne of
th-fe midrefics fold plumbs;y another, hob-nails 3 a third,

tapes ; a fourth, pingerbready a fifth, kalted; a fixeh, -

dariied ftockings y and a feventh, cobbled fhoesy and fa
on, beyond my counzing.  And in all this detail of his

atnours,

4—_‘1
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smours, I take vpon me to fay, that the fingularity of his
talte, was as remarkably diftinguifhed, as his genius
was, in any, or all of his compolitions. One of thefe
* miftrefes wanted an eyce; another, a nole; a third, an
.~ arm; a fourth, a foor; a fifth, had all the actractions
of Agnas Pelypas; and a fixcth, more than all thofe of
- ZEfop’s hump; and all of them as old at leaft as fome
of Louis the XIVth’s miftreffes; and many of them
- much older. He faluted them with all becoming kind-
- nefs; afked them how they did; how they throve;
what ftock thecy had, &Fe; and as miltrefles, all the
~ world owns, are expenfive things, it is certain he never
faw his, but to his cott, If any of their ware were
fuch as he could pofiibly make ufe of, or pretend to
make ufe of, he always bought forme; and paid for
_ .evei'-g half-pennywarth, at lealt fix-pence, and for every
per yworth, a [hilling, If their {aleables were of an-
~ -other natuse, he added fomething to their ftock; with
 fri& charges of indullry and honefty. And I muf
" once more own, for truth exadls it of me, that thefe
miftreffes were very numerous; infomuch, that there
was fcarce one {treet, or alley, or lane in Dublin, its
fuburbs, and its environs, that had pot at leaft one or
more of them. Some of thefe be named thus for dif-
tinttion’s fzke, and partly for humour; Cancerina,
Stumpa-Nympha, Pullagowna, Fureerilia, Flora, Stum.
- -pantha, {F¢, Pray, my Lord, are Horace’s Pyrrhas
and Lydias to be named in a day with thele? And yet
1 cannot fay that any, or all of them, ever influenced
him, either in the compofition or publication of any
of his Poems ; though I cannot tell whether they mighe
mot have occalioned a very celebrated Love Lpittle,
from a blind mman, to one of Swift’s favouritc mif-
weefles, called Stumnpy, from the fame of her wooden
Jeg. |

What
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What a glorious {cene is here difplayed of Swift's bes

neficence ! to feek out objects in all quarters of the
town, from which the bulk of mankind turn with
loathing ; to place them in a way of gaining an honeft
tivelihood, inftead of being publick nuifances in the
ftreet ; to keep them fteady in a courfe of induftry, by

frequent vifits in fuch places as the faftidiovs rich would

difdain to enter; to fupply their wants when bufinefs
was flack, and encourage the {uccefsful by farther
bounties—Thefe are inftances of {uch truly Chriftian
Charity, as are rarely to be foond.  And after this thall
it be a doubt whether Swift had a heart fuﬁ:cptiblc of
the f{oft feelings of humanity ?

He had a fervant well known to all his friends by the .

name of Saunders; an appellation given him by the
Dean. He was remarkably kind to him during a
courle of {everal years [pent in his fervice; but more
particularly throughout a long illnefs, under which he

laboured for many months before he died, He had him
buricd in the South aifle of his Cathedral, where he

erefted a monument to him in a finall piece of Ratuary .

marble, with this infcription.

Here lieth the Body of
ALEXANDER Macee, Servant to Doétor
Swirt, Dean of Sz, Patrick’s,

His grat’ef'ul Mafter caufed this Monument to bc_

erefted in Memory of his, Difcretion, Fidelity,
and Diligence, in that humble Station.
Cb. Mar. 24, 1721, JEtat. 29,

In the original draught, which T {aw in the Dcans
own hand~writing, it ftood thus:

His grateful Friend, and Mafter, {e.
A Gentle-
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A Gentleman of the Dean’s acquaintance, much more
diftinguithed for vanity than wifdom, prevailed upon
kim to leave out the word friend, and only write his
grateful matter; and this in contradiction to a known
maxim of his own.~** That an affc€lionate and faith-
ful fervant, fhould always be confidered in the charac-
ter of an humble friend,” He performed the burial
fervice himfelf on the occafion, and in the courfe of it
was obferved to fhed tears,

As he expected puhftual, ready, and implicit obe-
dience, he always tried his fervants when he hired them
by fome teft of their humility. Among other quali-
ties, he always alked whether they underfiood cleaning
fhaes, becaufe, faid he, my kitchen wench has a feul-
Yon that does her drudgery, and one part of the bufi-
nefs of my groom and footinan is conftantly to clean

~her fhoes by turns: 3f they fcrupled this, their treaty
was at an end; if not, he gave them a farther hearing.
His kitchen wench, however, was his cook; a woman
of a large fize, robuft conftitution, and coarfe features;
her face very much feamed with the fmall-pox, and
furrowed by age; this woman he always diftinguilhed
by the name of Sweetbeart.

It happened one day that Swectheart greatly over

- foafted the only joint he had for dinner; upon which
he fent for her up, and with great coolnefs and gravity,

K Sweptheart,” fays he, ¢ take this down into the

. kitchen, and do it lefs,” She replied, ¢ chat was im-

poflible.” ¢ Pray, then,” faid he, *“if you had roaft-

¢d it too little, could you not have done it more#”

#Yes, fhe faid, fhe could eafily have done that;”

- ¢ Why then, Sweetheart, if you muft commit a faule,
lct me advife you to commit one that can be mended.”

To the reft of the fervants, indeed, he appeared to
be chuflith and aufters, but, in reaht);, was one of the

5 beft
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beft mafters in the world. He allowed them board "

wages at the higheft rate then known; and if he em-
ployed them about any thing cut of the ordinary courfe

of their fervice, he always paid them o the full value

of their work, as he would have paid another. With

thele emoluments, and the fragments froin his table;’

he expeéted they fhould fnd themfelves in victuals,
and all other necefladies, cxcepe the liveries which he
gave them, 1If in this {itwation their expences were
greater than thelr income, it was judged a fufficient
reafon to difcharge them; but on the contrary, as {oon

as they had faved a full year's wages, he conftantly paid,

them legal interedt for it, and ook greatr pleafvre in
{ceing it accumulate to a fum, which might fectle them

in fume employment if he fhould die ; or if they found,

it advifeable to quit his fervice, which was feldotn the
cafe; and he with whom his {ervants live long, has un-
dubitable witneiles that he is a good mafter. Befide
the motives already afigned for withing to continue in
his fervice, their pride was highly gratificd while they
remained 1n that ltavion; it was thought an honour to
belong to the Dean in any fhape s they had more refpeét

paid them by the people 1 general than is ufually

fhews to any others of this fraternity ; and the Dean’s
piain livery was a badge of greater diffinéion, than
that of the Lord Lientenant’s with all its finery.

He was one of the cleanlicft men in his perfon thac
ever lived,  His hands were not only wathed, as thofe
of other men, with the urmotft care, bur his nails were
conitantly kept pared 1o the quick, to guard againft
the leaft appearance of a {peck upon them,  And as he
walked much, he rarely drefied himdelf without a ba-
fon of water by his fide, in which he dipt a towel and
cleanfed his feer with the utmoit exactnefs,

In company, he neither wrapped hunfelf up in his
own importance, without deigning to communicate

his

4#
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his knowledze, or exert his wit; nor did he engrofs
the converfation by perpetual and overbearing loqua-
«city. His general rule was, never to {peak more than
“aminute at a time, and then to wait at lealt as long for
_aghers to take up the converfation ; after which he had
#hright to {peak again.  His colloquial {tyle, like thac
- of his writings, was clear, forcible, and concife. He
alfo excelled greatly in telling a fory ; and though in
the lateer part of his lifc he was apt to repeat his fories
oo often, yet his wit, as well as his virtue, was always
fuperior to the wretched expedients of thofe delpicable
bablers, who are perpetually attempting to put off dexdle
enfendre and profanenefs, for humour and wit. His
~converfation was in the higheft degree chafte, and
wholly free from the leaft tinture of irreligion. As he
was zealous to preferve all the delicacies of converfa-
tion, he was always beft plealed when fome of the com-
‘pany were Ladies; and in his letter to lord Oxford,
he fays, fince women have been left out of all our
meetings, except parties of play, or where worle de-
figns are carried on, our converfation has very much
degenerated.  And in this inftance, his example is a
reproof to thofe pedants, who fuppoie that women are
never in their proper {phere, butin the drefling-room
or nurfery.

The cuftom of Dublin in his time was, that the La-
dies (hould withdraw immediatcly alter che firft glafy
had gdnc round; but he never permitted this cither
when he had pariies at home, or was invited w any
abroad; always infilling upon their ftaying till the
Gentlemen hLad nearly done with thew wine ; and then
after a decent allowance of time, they joined companics
again at tea and coffve, as is the cuftom of France,
‘and paffed the remainder of the evening together.  Bart
the Gentlemen at that time were too [ond of the boctle,

' and
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and of their own difcourfe over ity to {uffer that cu{tom
to become general,

If the converfation turned upon ferious fubjetts, he -

was neither petulant in the debate, nor negligent of
the iflue, He would liften with great attention to the
arguments of others, and whether he was or was ne:

engaged as a difputant himfelf, he would recapitulete
what had been faid, ftate the queftion with grear clear-

nefs and precifion, point out the controverted particu-
lar, and appeal to the opinion either of fome neutraf
perfon, or of the majority.

Lord Qrrery had faid of him, that he was open to

adulation, and could not, or would not, diftinguifh be-

tween low flattery and juft applaufe. From which
charge he has been defended by Doftor Delany, in the

following manner :

My Lord, the charge of Swift’s delighting in Iow s

adulation, has lain fo heavy upon my mind, that I have
revolved it with utmott artention for many-hoursf yet
can find no juft foundation for it. His heart was fo
thoroughly averfe from flattcry, that he took all occa:
fions, not only to exprefs his utter contempt and deteft-
ztion of it, but alfo to diffuade others from it. How
it might have been with him in the decline of his un~
derftanding, when he made hafty approaches to a fe-
cond childheood, I cannot fay; he might then poflibly,
be fed by thofe about him, as children often are, with
plumbs and fweetmeats, inftead of falutary food.

In confirmation of the above account given by Doc-
tor Delany, I remember, when his Lordfhip’s book
firft came our, to have read this paffage to Mrs. Sican,
an intimate friend of the Dean’s; upon which the ex-
prefed herfelf thus: 1 never yer knew any mortal
who durfl flatter him except his Lordhip himfelf.”
Indeed the only way of paying court to him, was not

by
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by words, but a very refpedtful behaviour towards him,
- which he expefted fo much, that moft of his acquaint-
ance, except his intimate friends, fftood 1n {ome degree
of awe before him. On the contrary, he was more
open to admonition than fattery, if it were offered
without arrogance, and by perfons of whofc ability and
candour he had no doubt. In his Poem of Baucis and
Phiferon, which does not confift quite of two hundred
verfes, Swift himfclf related, that Mr. Addifon made
him blot out fourfcore, add fourfcore, and alter four-
icore.
I remember a remarkable inftance of this kind, toll
rne'by one of his Chapter, which deferves to be re-
- corded as a ufeful lefion ro fuch opinionated authors,
as cannot bear to be told of any faults in their Writings.
Thatr Gentleman happened to vifit him at a time when
the Dean was about to fend a newly written Pamphlet
1o the prefs; which he put into his friend’s hands, de-
* firing that he would point out f{reely any faults he
might find in it, The Gentleman ftuck at two paffa-
ges, and propofed an amendment of them; which
Swift inftantly complicd with. When the work came
-out, the Gentleman, upon a fecond reading, found ke
had been wrong in his objections, and that the paffages
had been altered for the worfe.  Upaon bis next vifit to
the Dean, he exprefled {fome concern at this, and no
imall degree of furprife, upon recolledling thar the
~other had fo rcadily acquiefced in the change, without
making the flighteft obje@ion, though he muft have
been confcious it was wrong. “Sir, {aid Swifr, I
“ conlidered that the pallages were of no great confe-
quence, and I made the alterations you defived with-
out hefitation, lefl, had I ftood up in their defence, you
~might have imputed it to the vanity of an author un-
- wiling to hear of his errors; and by this ready com-
pliance,
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plianc'e, I hoped you would, at all times hereafter, bé
the more free in your remarks.”  Though he had né
ikill in mufic, nor ear for its beauties, yet he had fuffi- ~
cient for a moft ridiculous and droll imitation of it; of
which Do¢tor Delany gives the following inftance in 4
fcene at which he was prefent one evening, together
with fome others of the Dean’s friends. '

Tom Rofeingrave was juft returned from lealyy
and Doftor DPratt, then DProvolt of the College, who
was not long come back from the fame place, and was
far gone in the Italtan tafte of mufick, had been that
morning at St. Patrick’s, to hear him play a voluntary,
-and was in high rapture in praife of 1. Upon whick
fome of the company withed they had been prefent to -
have heard it.  “ Do you,” faid Swift? < Then you
fhalt hear it ftill;” and mmmediately he funeg out fo -
Lively, and yet fo ridiculous an imitation of it, thatall
the company were Kept in continual laughter till ir was
over; except one old Gentleman, who fate with great
compofure, and though he liltened, yer it feemed to
wike litele er no yapreffion on him; and being atked
how he could hear fuch a fine picce of mulfic without
being at all alfected by it, made an{wer, ““that he had
heard Mr. Rofeingrave him{cif play it before,”  An
anfwer which, it may well be imagined, did not leflen
the mirth.

Swift had a peculiay knack of conveylng fine praife
under cover of very rovgh words,  When Lord Cars
teret was Lord Licutenant of Ireland, Swifc happened
to have a litthe difpute with himn about the grievances
that kingdom fuffered from Ilngland, and the folly,
nonfenfe, and injuftice of their govermnent in that re-
fpect; for he {pared no hard words on thar fubje@t. The
L.ord Lieutenant replied with a mallery and firength of '
reafoning, for which he was fo remarkable, and which

Swift
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Swift not well liking at that time, cried out in a vio-
lent paffion—¢¢ What the verigeance braught you among
us ? Get you back—Get you back=~Pray God Almighty
fend us our boobies again.”

Being one day at a Skeriff’s feaft, who, among othet
toaits, called out to him, Mr. Dean, The Trade of
Ircland. He anlwered quick *,—Sir, I drink no memo-
ries, :

He greatly admired the talents of the late Duke of
Wharton, as the Duke did his; who one day dining
with the Dean, and recounting feveral wild frolics he
~had run through ; < My Lord,” (aid Swift, «lect me
recommend one more to you—Take a frolic to be good
—rely upon it, you will find it the pleafanzeft frolic you
ever was engaged in .7 '

Happening to be in company with a petulant youna
man, who prided himfelf in faying pert things to the
Dean, and at laft getting up with fome conceited gelti-
tulations, fatd, with a confident air—** You muft know,
Mr. Dean, 1 fet up for a Wit.” ¢ Do you fo,” (ays
the Dean, ¢ then take my advice, and it down again.”

Eeing one day at a Vifitation-dinner, a Clergyman,
who valued himfcif more upon his wit than he oughr,
and often mifteok a rough kind of abule for keen rail-
lery ; took it into his head to exercife his talents upon
the Dean, and that very licentioufly. Swift fate with
all the compofure of a deaf man, not feeming to hear

* To take the force of this anfwer, it is neceflury to wbierve, that
it was made foon after Bifhop Brown’s beok had como out agmiatt
Drinking the Memaries of the Dead ; which at that tme made jame
noife,

+ Do&tor Delany has wonderfully marred this tale in the tching, =s

he has entirely miffed the point, concluding it thus—Take my word
for it, that one will do vou more bmowr, than all the other frolicks of
your lift.  Toannex the idea of hunobr to frolicks, s nonlcale ; they
can only Le conhdered s plealant.

Dd 2 word
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a word that he had faid, nor making any kind of an-
twer. At length the Bifhop interpoled, and checked
the petulance of the Snarl; which was the name he
went by. The Dean immediately got up, and begged
that no reltraint may be laid on the Gentleman —¢ Mo-
mus, my Lord, was always admitted to the feafts of che
Gods, and privileged to fay whatever he pleafed there.” .
From that time, inftead of Snarl, the Gentleman was
called by no other name but that of Momus, '

Sitting one evening with Mr. Addifon, the conver-
fation happened to tuen upon the mott dillinguifhed
characters in the Hiftory of the Old Teftament; in
which, Swift preferred and fupported that of Jofeph;
and Addifon that of Jonathan; and after they had ur--
ged their reafons on both (ides, with much zeal for 2
confiderable time ; Mr. Addifon fmiled, and {aid, he
was glad no third perfon was witnefs to their difpute;
Juft recolle€ting that he was afferting the hero of Swift’s
name, Jonathan; and Swift the hero of his, Jofeph;
which might have been interpreted by a tander-by, as
an intended compliment of each to the other,

A young Clergyman, the fon of a Bifhop in Ireland,
having married without the knowledge of his friends,
it gave umbrage to his family, and his father refuled.
to fee him, The Dean being in company with him
fome time after, faid he would tell hima ftory. “When
I was a fchool-boy at Kilkenny, and in the lower form,
1 longed very much to have a horfe of my own to ride
on. Onedayl faw a poor man leading a very mangy
lean horfe out of the town to kill him for the fkin, I
afked the man if he would {ell him, which he readily
confented to upon my offcring him fomewhat more thaa
the price of the hide, which was all the mcney I had
in the world, I immediately got on him, to the great

envy of fome of my fchool-fellows, and to the ridicule
of
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of others, and rode him about the town. The horfe
foon tired and laid down. As 1 had no ftable to put
him into, nor any money to pay for his fultenance, I
began to find out whart a foolith bargain I had made,
and cried heartily for the lofs of my cafh; but the horfe
‘dying foon after upon the foot, gave me fome relief.”
To this the young Clergyman anfwered—¢ Sir, your
ftory is very good, and applicable to my cafe; fownl
delerve fuch rebukes,”—and then burft into a Rood of
tears, The Dean made no reply, but weat the next
day to the Lord Lieutenant, and prevailed on him to
give the young Gentleman a finall living thea vacant,
for his immediate fupport; and not long after brought
about a reconciliation between his father and him.
The following anccdote is given by Dr. Goldimith,
in his Life of Parnell, The Scriblerus Club, when
the Members were in town, were feldom afunder, and
they often made cxcurfions together into the country,
" and generally on foot. Swift was ufually the buote of
the company, and if a trick was played, he was always
the fufferer. The whole party once fet out to walk
down to the houle of Lord B abour twelve miles
from town. Asevery one agreed to make the beit of
his way, Swift, who was remarkable for walking, foon
left alt the reft behind ; fully refolved, vpon his arrival,
tc choofe the very beft bed for himfelf, as was his cuf-
tomt, In the mean time, Parnell was determined to
prevent his intentions; and taking horfe, arrived at
Lord B ’s by another way, long before hin.  Ha-

ving apprifed his Lordthip of Swift’s defign, it was re-
folved at any rate to keep him out of the houvir; bar
Low to do this, was the queltion.  Swift neves had the
finall-pox, and was much afrard of catching ity as
foon, therefore, as he appeared firiding along at fome
*diftance from the houle, one of his Lordfhip’s {crvants
Doda was
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was difpatched, to inform bim that the finall-pox was
then making preat ravage in the family ; bur that there
was a {umnmer-houfe at the end of the garden, with a
field-bed ac his fervice. There the difappointed Dean
was obliged to retire, and take a cold fupper that was
fent him, while the reft were feafting within, How-
ever at lalt they took compaflion on him; and wpon
his promifing never to choofe-the beit bed again, they
permitted him to make one of the company.

During his laft deplorable ftate, the following. cir-
cumftances are all that are recorded, In the begin-
ning of the year 1741, his underftanding was fo much
impaired, and his paflions fo greatly increafed, that he
was vtterly incapable of coaverfation,  Strangzers were
not permitted to approach him, and his friends found
it necelary to have guardians appointed of his perfon
and eftate. Early in the year 1742, his reafon was -
wholly fubverted, and his rage became abfulute mad-
nefs.  The lalt perfon whom he knew, was Mrs,
Whiteway; and the fight of her, wheu lie knew her no
longer, threw him into fits of rige fo violent and
dreadful, that fhe was forced to ieave him; and the
only a&t of kindnels that remained 1n lver power, was
to cail once or twice a week at the Deanery, inquire
after his health, and fec that proper care was taken of
him, Sometimes fhe would fteal a look at him when
his back was rowards her, but did not dare to venture
into his fight.  He would neither eat nor drink while
the fervant who brought him his provifions ftayed
the room, 1lis mear, which was (crved up ready cut,
ke would fometimes [uer to fland an hour upon the
table before he would touch it; and at lalt he would
eat it walking; for during this milerable Qure of his
mind, it was his conftant cuftom to walk ten hours a
day.

in
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In ORober 1742, after this phrenzy had continned
" feveral months, his left eve fwelled to e fize of an
egg, and the lid appeared to be {o much inflamed and
difcoloured, that the {urgeon expected it would mor-
tify; feveral large boils alfo broke out on his arms and
his body, The extreme pain of this tumour kept him
. waking near a month, and during one week it was with
dificuley that hive perlons kepr him, by mere foree,
from tearing out his eyes.  Juil before the tumour per-
fectly fubfided, and the pain left him, he knew Mes,
Whiteway, took her by the hand, and fpoke to her wira
his former kindpefs s thar day, and the toHowing, ke
knew his phyfician and {urgeon, and all his tamily, and
appeared to have fo far recovered bis underitanding and
temper, that the {urgeon was not without hopes he
might once more enjoy fociety, and be amufed with
the company of his old friends. This hope, how-
ever, was but of fhort duration ; for, a few days afier-
wards, he funk into a [tate of roral 1nfenfibility, flepe
much, and could not, without grear difticulty, be pre-
vailled on to walk acrols the room.  This was the efleét
of ancther bodily difeate, his brain being loaded with
water, Mr. Stevens, an ingenious’ Clergyman of Jils
Chapter, pronounced this to be the cafe during his ill-
nels, and vpon opening his head it appcared that he
was not miftaken: but though he ofren intreated the
Dezn’s friends and phyficians thar his flkadl might be
trepanned and the water difcharged, no regard was paid
to his opinion or advice. :
After the Dean had continued filent a whole yeur in
this helplefs ftate of idiocy, his houfekeeper went into
his room on the soth of Nevember in the nioniing,
telling him that it was his birth-day, and thar bonfires
and illuminations were preparing to celcbrate it as
ufual; to this he immediately replied——< It is all folly,
they had better let it alone.” _
Dd 3 Some

I
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Some other inltances of fhort intervals of fenfibility
and reafon, after his madnefs had ended in ftupor, feem
to prove that his diforder, whatever 10 was, had not de-
ftroyed, but only fufpended the powers of his mind,

Elc was fometimes vifited by Mr, Deane Swift, a ree
lation, and about Chriftmas, 1743, he feemed defirous
to {peak to him.  Mr. Swift then told him he came to
dine with him; and Mrs. Ridgeway the houafckeeper
nnmediately faid, * Won't you give Mr. Swift a glafs
of wine, Sir?” To this he made no anfwer, but thewed
Leunderftood the queltion, by fhrugaing up his thounlders
as he had been ufed to do when he had a iind a friend
fhould fpend the evening with him, and which was as
much as to fay, * You will rum me in wine,” Soon
after ke again endeavoured, with a good deal of pain;
ta find words ; bat at lalt, after many cforts, not bes
ing able, he fetched a deep figh, and was afterwards
filent, A few months after this, upon his houfckeeper’s.
removing a knife, as he was going to catch at it, he
fhrugged vp hig thoulders, and faid, T zm what I am;™
and, in dbout (ix minutes, repeated the fame words
two or three times, -

In the year 1744, henow and then called his fervant
by his name, and once attempting to (peak to him, but
not being able to cxprefs his meaning, he fhewed figns
of muueh uncafinels, and at lalt faid, 1 am a fool.”
Onrce afterwards, as his {ervant was taking away his
watch, he faid, “ bring it herey™ and when the (ame
fervant was breaking a hard large coal, he faid, < that
is a ftone, you blockhead.”

Irom this time he was perfe@tly Glent el the Jatter
end of October, 1745, and then died without the lealt

pang or convullion, in the feventy-cichth year of his
age.

Some
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Some PARTICULARS concerning Dr. SwirT, Taken
Jfrom Mrs, Pilkington's Memoirs.

Rf’; Rs. PriLrincToN’s acquaintance with 1Jr. Swift

= commenced from {ending him fome Verfes on
his Birth-day. Thefe the Dean received very kindly,
and faid, he would fec her whenever fhe pleafed.

A few days after, fhe was introduced to the Dean in
Dr. Delany’s garden at Delville, by a gentlewoman.
He faluted her; and afked the Lady, if fhe was her
daughter? The Lady finiled, and f{aid, fhe was Mes.
Pillkingron, << What,” {ays he, < this poor little child
married ! married ! Gold help her, fhe is very early
engzged in trouble,” The Dean engaging Mr. Pil-
kington to preach for him at the Cathedral next Sun-
day in St. Patrick’s Church, Mrs. Pilkington was
charmed to fee with whae a becoming picty the Dean
performed that Holy Service, which he had {fo much
ar heart, that he wanted not the affiftance of the Li-
turgy, but wene quite through it, without ever looking
in the book., 1le bowed at the table ; which behaviour
was cenfured, as {avouring of Popery. But this cir-
cumftance may vindicate him from the wicked afper-
fion of being deemed an unbeliever, {ince it is plain
he had the utmott reverence for the Lucharift,  Service
being ended, the Dean was furrounded at the Church-
door, by a crowd of poor; to all of whom he gave
charity, except an old woman, who held ouve a very
dirty hand to him., He told her very gravely, that
though fhe was a beggar, watcr was not fo feaice but

. fhe might have walhed her hands, When they came
to the Deanery, the Idean very Kindly f{aluted Mrs.
Pilkingion, and without allowing her time to {it down,

Ddg bad
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bad hier come and fee his Library ; but merrily told Mr,
Fitkington, who was for following them, that he did
not defirg his company. € Well)” faid he to her, «1
have brought you here to fhew you all the money I got
when 1 was in the Miniltry; but don't fteal any of i0.”
¢ I will not indeed, Sir,” faid fhe,  So opening a ca-
binet, he fhewed her a parcel of empty drawers:
e« Blels me,” fays he, ¢ the money is flown.” He
then opened his burean, wherein he had a great num-
ber of curious frinkets of various kinds, fome of which
were prefented to him by the Farl and Couatefs of Ox-
ford, Lady Matham, and Lady Berty Germaine, At
Laft coming to a drawer filled with medals, he bade her
choofe two for herfelf; but he could not help finiling,
when fhe began to poize than in her bands, choofing
them by weight rather than antiquity. :
At dinner the Dean’s behaviour was very humourous,
He placed himfelf at the head of his table, oppofite
to a great pier glafs, fo that he could {ce in the glafs
whatever the fervants did behind him.  He was ferved
entirely in plate, with great clegance, but the beef be-
ing over-roafted, put the company 2all in confufich,
The Dean called for the cook-maid, and ordered her
to take the beef down flaivs, and do it lefs. She an-
Jwered very innocently, that the could not. ¢ Why,
what fort of a creature are you,”" lays he, * to commit
a fault which cannot be amended i And cturning 1o
Mes. Pillitogron, he faid very gravely, <That he ho-
ped, as the cook was a woman of genius, he fhould,
by this manner ol arguing, be able, in about a year's
time, to convince her flie had bewer fend up the meat
too Lttle than too much dore;” charging the men-
fervants, whenever they imagined the meat was ready,
they fheuld take it, {pic and all, and bring it up by
force, promifing to aid them in cale the cook refifted.
o ' ' Havigg .

N
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Having afked Mr. and Mrs. Pilkington if they could
_fmohe? and being anlwered, that they did not; ¢ Jt
isa fien,” faid he, ©*you were neither of you bred in
the Univerfity of Oxferd; for drinking and Imoking
are the firlt rudiments of learning taught there; and
in thofe two arts no Univerfity in Europe can outdo -
“them.” Having atked Mss. Pilkington if fhe had any
faults? ¢ Pray, Mr. Dean,” faid Dr. Delany, ¢ why
will you be {o unpolite as to fuppofe Mrs. Pilkington
“has any faults?7 <L tell you,” replied the Deany
swhenever I fee a number of agreeable qualities in
any perlon, 1 am always {ure they have bad ones fuffi-
cient to poize the feale.”  Mrs. Iilkington bowed, and
told him, he did her great honour; in that copying
Bifhop Berkeley, whom fhe had frequenty heard de-
clare, that when any fpeech was made to him, which
mighf be confirued cither into a compliment or an af-
front, or that had two handles, he always took hold of
the beft.

The Dean then afked Mrs. Pilkingzton, if [he were a
Queen, what fhe would choofe to have after dinner?
She an{wered, ¢ your converfation, Sir.” <€ Poobk,”
¢ faid he, <1 mean, what regale.” A difh of cof-
fee, Sir,” anfwered the. ¢ Why then,” faid he, « 1
will fo far make you as happy as a Queen; you fhail
have fome in perfection: for, when 1 was Chaglain to,
the Earl of Berkeley, who was in the government here,
I was (0 pour, | was oblhiged to keep a coffee houfe,
and all the Nobility reforted to it to talk treafon.” The
Dean then fet about making the coffee: bur the fire
fcorching his hand, he called toe Mrs. Pilkington to
reach him his glove ; and changing the coffec-pot to
his left hand, held out his right one, ordering her to
put the glove on it; which accordingly fhe did; when
jaking vp part of hls gown to fan himfelf with, and

alting
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aling in charalter of a prudith Lady, he faid, ¢« Well,
1 don’t know what to think ; women way be honeft
that do fuch things; but, for my part, | never could
bear to touch 2ay man’s ficlh—except my hufband’s;
whom, perhaps,”” (faid he), ¢ fhe withed at the Devil,”

« Mr. Pilkington,” faid he, *“you would not tell
me your wife’s faulis; but I have found her out to-be.
ad n’d infolent, proud, unmannerly flut,” < What
hath the done now ?” {aid M. Pilkington. ¢ Done,”
faid the Dean; “ why nothing but fat there quietly,
and never once offered to interrupe me in making the
coffce ; whereas a Lady of modern good breeding would
have firuggled with me for the coffee-port, until the had
made me fcald myfelf and her, and made me throw the
coffee in the fire, or perhaps at her head, rather than -
permit me to take fo much trouble for her.” '

Mrs. Pilkington ftaid at home with the Dean during
the tirme of the afternoon’s fervice; and he made her
read his Hiltory of the lalt Seflion of Parliament, and
the Peace of Uerecht, written at Windfor in 1713, afk-
ing her at the conclufion of every pertod, whether fhe
underftood it? “for | would,” f{aid he, < have it in-
telligible to the meanelt capacity; and, if you com-
prehend it, it is poflible every body may.”

Siie accompanied the Dean to Fvening prayer; and
on their return to the Deanery, he told Mr, and Mirs.
Pilkingron, that he gave them leave to ftay to fupper;
which from him was a {ufficient tnvitation, The Dean
then decanted a bottle of wine; and the lalt glafs be-
ing muddy, he calied to Mr. Pilkington to drink ir;
#¢ for,” faid he, | always keep fome poor parlon to
driuk the foul wine for me.,”  Mr. Tilkingron entering
into his buwnour, thanked him, and told him, he did
not know the difference, bur was glad to ger a glafs of
wine at any race.  ““ Why ¢hen,” {aid the Dean, “ you

5 {han't;
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fhant; for I’ll drink it myfelf. Why p—x tale you,
you are witer than a palery Curate whom I afked to
dine with me a few days agos for, upen my making
the fame ipeech to him, he told me he did not under-
ftand fuch ufage; and {o walked off without his din-
ner. By the fame token, I told the gentleman who re-
commended him to me, that the fellow was a block-
head, and I Lad dene with him.”

The Dean then mifling his golden bottle-ferew, told
Mrs. Pilkington very fternly, he was fure (Le had ftolen
ir.  She affirmed very ferioufly, [he had not. Upon
which he locked for it, and found it where he him{elf
had laid it: < 1cis well for you,” faid he, *“that I
have got it, or | woukl have charged you with thefr.”
« Why, pray, Sir,” faid fhe, ¢ fhould [ be {ulpefied
more than any other perfon in the company I ¢ For a
very pgood reafon,” faid he, becaufe you are the
pooreit.”

At their going away, the Dean handed Mrs, Pil-
kington down all the fteps to the coach, thanking them
for the honour of their company, at the {ame time
flipping into her hand as much meney as Mr, Pilking-
ton and fhe had given at the offering in the morning,
and coach-hire alio ; which fhe durft not refule, felt
fhe thould have been deemed as great a blockhead as
the parfon who refufed thick wine,

In one of the Dean’s periodical fits of deafnels, he
fent for Mrs, Pilkington ; who having come, he brought
out a large book, finely bound in Turkey leather, and
handforaely giles ¢ This,” faid he, ¢ is the Tranfla-
tion of the Epiftles of Horace, a prefent to me from
the Author ; it is a fpecial good cover; but I havea
.- mind there fhould be fomething valuable within fide
~ of it.” So, rtaking our his pen-knife, he cut out all
the leaves clofe to the inper margin. * Now,” faid

he,

i |
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ke, ¢ 1 will give thefe what they greatly want;” and
put them all into the fire.  “ Your rafle, Madam, is
to pafte in thefe letters, in this cover, in the order I
fhall give them to you : I intended to do it myfelf, but
that T thought it might be a pretty amuiement for 2
child; fo I fent for you.” She told himn, fhe was ex+
tremely proud to be honoured with his commands;
but requelted to have leave to read the leteers as the
went on. ¢ Why,” faid the Dean, * provided you
will acknowledge yourfelf amply rewarded for your
trouble, T do not much care if I indulge you lo far.”

In reading the letters, fhe could not avoid remark-
ing to the DLRH, that notwithtanding the friendfhip
Mr. Pope profefled for Mr. Gay, he could nor forbear
a great many {atirical, or, if he might be allowed to
fay fo, envigus remarks on the Fucrefs of the Beggar’s
Opera *,  The Dean very frankly owned, he did not
think Mr. Pope was fo candid to the meric of other
Writers as he ought to be. She then ventured to afk
the Dean, whether he thought the lines Mr, Pope ad-
dreffed him with in the beginning of the Dunciad,
were any comphiment to him ! ; viz,

O thou! whatever title pleale thine ear.

© 1 belicve,” faid he, ¢ they were meant as fuch,
but they are very Gilf.”  * Indeed, Sir,” faid fhe, he
is (o perfely a malter of harmonious numbers, that
had his heart becn the leaft affeted with his fubje&, he
muft have writ better,  Ilow cold, how forced, are his
lines te you, compared with your's ta him !

I1ail, happy Pope! whofe generous mind, &e.

= All this accourt of Pope, and his letiers relative to Gay, is pure
wnvention , he had refoled to give any countenaace to this abandoned
womian 13y the fuTfeription {or her I'oems, and this was the method fhc
took. of avenging herieif,

Herg
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Here we fee the malterly Poet, and the warm, fincere,
generous friend while he, according to the charater
he uives of Mr. Addifon, demns with fuaint praife. —
« Well,” replied the Dean, ¢ I'll fhew you a late letter
of his.” Iledid fo; and Mrs. Pilkington was fur-

: prifed to find it Alled with low and un-gentleman-like

- releftions, both on Mr. Gay, and the two noble per-

fons who honoured him with their patronage after his
difappoiatment at Court. ¢ Weli, Madam,” fuid the
Dean, < what do you think of that lerter 2 (leeing fhe
had gone quite through it.) ¢ lIndeed, 5i” replied
the, <1 amn furry I have read it; for it gives me realon
to think there is o fuch thing as a {incere friend o be
met with in the world.”— Why,” replied he, € Au-
.thors are as jealous of their prerogative as Kings; and
can no more bear a rival in the empire of wit, than a
Monarch could in his dominions.” Mrs Pilkington
then obferving a Latin fentence writ in lralics, delired
the Dean to explain it < No,” replied he, {ailing,
« 1"l teave that for your hufband to do.  Ili fend for
him to dine with us, and in the mean time we’ll go and
take a walk in Naboth's Vineyard,”—* Where may
that be, Sir?” faid the. ¢ Why, a garden,” faid the
Dean, 1 cheated one of my neighbours cut of,”
When they entered the garden, or rather the field,
which was {quare, and enclofed with a ftone wall, the
Dean afked her, how fhe liked it? ¢ Why, pray, Sir,”
faid fhe, ¢ where 1s the garden 7 “ Look belitnd you,”
faid he. She did fo; and obferved the South wall was
lined with brick, and a great number of fruit-trees
planted againft it, which being then in bloflom, look-
ed very beautiful. ¢ What are you fo intent oni”
faid the Dean, <« The opening bloom,” replied (he;
which Lrought Waller’s lines to her remembrance,

Hope waits vpon the How’ry Prime.
“QOht?
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¢ Oh ¥ replied he, ““ you are in a poetical vein; 1
thought you had been taking notice of my wall, It is
the belt in Ireland.  'When the mafons were building
ir, (as moft tradefmen are rogues), I watched them
very clofe, and as often as they could, they putina
rotten [tone; of which however I took no notice, un- *
ti} they had built three or four perches beyond it
Now, as | am an abfolute Monarch in the Liberties,
and King of the Rabble, my way with them was, w0
have the wall thrown down to the place where [ obfer-
ved the rotten ftone; and, by dding fo five or fix times,
the workmen were at laft convinced it was their interslt
to be honeft :”"—< or clle, Sir,” faid Mrs. Pilkington,
< your wall would have been as tedious a piece of
work as Penelope’s web, if all that was done in the day
was to be undone at night.”” < Well,” anfwered the
Dean, 1 find you have poetry for every occafion; but
as you cannot keep pace with me in walking, I would
have you fic down on that little bank, ’till you are
refted, or I ured, to put us more upon a par.”

She feated herfelf, and away the Dean walked, or
rather trotted as hard as ever he could drive, She
could not help fmiling at his odd gait; for the thought
to herfelf, he had written fo much in praife of horfes,
that he was refolved to imitate them as nearly as he
could. As the was induiging this fancy, the Dean re-
turned to Ler, and gave her a fliong confirmation of
his partiality to thofe antmals. < I huve been copfider-
ing, Madam, as I walked,” [aid he,  what a fool Mr,
Pilkingron was to marry you ; {or he could have af-
forded to keep a horfe for lefs money than you coft
him; and that you mufl cenfefs, would have given
him betrer excreile and more plealure than a wife—
Why, vou lavgh, and don’c anfwer mme—is it not
tuth 17— 1 muft anfwer you, Sir” replied fhe, ¢« with

another




DOCTOR SWIFT. 415

another queftion: Pray how can a batchelor judge of
this matter 2 <€ 1 find,” faid he, “ you arc vain encugh
to give yourfelf the preference.” <1 do, Sir,” re-
plied [he, < to that fpecies here; to a Flouynham I
would, as becomes me, give preference.  But, Sir, it
is going to rain.”---*< I hope not,” faid he, < for that
will coft me Gix.pence for a coach for you,” (the garden
being at fome diftance from the houfe.) < Come,
hatte ; O how the telter trembles in my pocket!” She
obeyed ; and they got bome juft time envugh to efcape
a heavy thower. *¢ Thank God,” faid the Dean, «|
have faved my money. Here, you fellow, (to the fer-
vant) carry this fix-pence to the lame old man that fells
gingerbread at the corner, becaufe he tries to do fome-
thing, and does not beg.”

Mrs. Pilkington was [hewed into a little ﬂrect-par_
lour, in which was Mrs. Prent, his houfe-keeper.
“ Here,” fays he, ¢ Mrs. Brent, take care of this
child, while [ take my walk out within doors.” The
Dean then ran up the great (fairs, down one pair of
back-ftairs, up another, in fo violent a manner, that
Mrs, Pilkington could not help exprefling her uneafi-

nefs to Mrs. Brent, left he thould fall and be hurced,
‘Mrs. Breat faid, it was a cultomary excrcile with him,

when the weather did not permit him to walk abroad,
Mrs, Brent then told Mrs. Pilkington of the Dean’s
charity; of his giving about half of his yearly income
in private penfions to decayed families; and keeping
five hundred pounds in the conftant fervice of induf-
trious poor, which he lent out five pounds at a time,
and took the payment back at two Millings a-weck;
which, fhe obfeived, did themn more fervice than if he
gave it to them entirely, as it obliged them to work,
and at the fame cime kepe up this charitable fund for
the affiftance of many, ¢ You cannet unagine,” faid
fhe,
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the, what numbers of poor tradefmen, who have eveg

wantued proper tools to carry on their work, have; by
this fmall loan, been put into a profperous way, and

brought up their families in credic. The Dean,” added

the, < hath found out a new method of being chari-
table, in which, however, I believe, he will have but

few followers, which is, to debar himfelf of what he

calls fuperfluities of life, in order to adminifter to the
necellities of the diftreffed. You juft now faw an in-

france of it; the money a coach would have coft him,

he gave to a poor man unable to walk,  When he dines
alone, he drinks a pint of beer, and gives away the
price of a pint of wine. And thus he afts in number-
lefs inttances.” _

The Dean came to dine with Mr. and Mrs, Piiking-
ton at the Lilliputian Palace, as hie called it; and who
could have thought it ? e juft looked into the parlour,
and ran upinto the garret, then into Mrs. Piikington’s
bed-chamber and library, and from thence down two
the kitchen; and the houfe being very clean, he com-
plimented her upon it, and rold her, thar was his cuf-
tom ; and that it was from the cleanlinefs of the garret
and kitchen, he judged of the good houfewifery of
the miftrefs of the houfe; for ne doubt but a flur may
have the room clean where the guells are to be enter-
tained. .

He was {ometimes very free, even to his fuperiors;
of which the following flory, related to Mrs. Pilking-
ton by himfelf, may ferve as one inftance amonght a
thoufand others. :

The laft time he was in London, be went to dine
with the Larl of Buorlington, who was then but newly
marrted.  The Farl being willing, °tis {uppofed, to
have fome diverfion, did not introduce him o his Lady,
nor mention his name, Afier dinner, faid the Dean,

¢« Lady
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" “Lady Burlinpgton, I hear you can fing; fing mea
fong.” The Lady looked on this uncereinonions man-
ner of afking a favour with diftafte, and politively re-
fufed him., He faid, fhe fhould fing, or he would
make her. ¢ Why, Madam, | fuppofe you take me

- for one of your poor Enghth hedge parfens; Gng when

Ibid you.” As the Earl did nothing but laugh at this
freedom, the Lady was fo vexed, that {lie burlt into
tears, and reured.

His firft compliment to her when he faw Ler again,
was, < Pray, Madam, are you as proud and as ill-na~
tured now, as when 1 faw you laft ?” To which (he an-
{fwered with great good humour, ¢ No, Mr. Dean; Uil
fing for you, if you pleafe.” From which time he con-
ceived great efteem for her. Bur who that knew him
would take offence at his bluntnefs ?

He was a perpetual friend to merit and learning;
and utterly incapable of envy ; for in true genuine wir,
he could fear no rival,

It has been often obferved, that where great talents
are beftowed, there the ftrongeft paflions are likewife
given. This great man {ometimes let them have do-
minion over him, and that on trifling occalions, efpe-
~ clally at meal-times: however, when the cloth was ta-
ken away, he made his guefls rich amends for any pain
ke had given shem. For then,

Was truly mingled in the friendly bow},
The feaft of reafon, and the flow of {foul,

Poes.

Yet he preferved ftri&k temperance : for he never drank
above half a pint of wine, . in every glafs of which he
mixed water and fugar: yet, if he liked his com-
pany, would {it many hours over it, unlocking all the

e {pring
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fprings of policy, learning, true humour, and inimi-
table wit.

The ollewing ftory the Dean told to Mrs. Pilking-
ton.

A Clergyman ¥, who was a molt learned fine gentle-
man, but, under the fofteft and polite&t appearance,
concealed the molt turbulent ambition, having made
his merit as 4 preacher too eminent to be overlooked,
had it early rewarded with a miwe.  Dr. Swift went to
congratulate him on it; but twld hiny, he hoped, as his
Lordfhip was a native of Ireland,.and had now a feat
in the TJoufe of Peers, he wouid employ his powerful
elocution in the fervice of his diltreffed country, The
Prelate told him, the Bithoprick was but a very finall
one, and he could not hope for a beteer, if he did not
oblige the Court. < Very well,” fays Swife, ¢ then it
is to be hoped, when you have a better, you will be-
come an honelt man.” ¢ Aye, thac I will, Mr. Dean,”
fays he. < ’Till then, my Lord, farewell,” anfwered
Swift. This Prelate was twice tranflared to richer
Sees; and, on every tranflation, Dr, Swift waited on
him to remind him of his promife; but to no pur-
pofe; there was now an Archbifhoprick in view, and
till that was obrained, nothing could be done. Ha-
ving in 2 fhort time hkewife got this, he chen waited
on the Dean, and told him, <1 am now at the twop of
my preferment ; for I well know that no Irithman will
ever be made Primate; therefore as [ can rife no higher
in fortune or ftation, I will zealoufly promote the good
of my counery.” Arnd from chat time becaine a moft
zealous Patriot,

%

* Dr. Thenphilus Belton, promoted to the Bifhoprick 1;1f Clanfert,
tranflated from thence to Elphin, and afterwards to the Archbithoprick
of Caflt:l.

CON.



DOCTOR SWIFT. 419

CoONCLUSIOUWN

FROM the forcgoing Memoirs may be drawn the
true charalter of Swift; not on the flender ground of
opinion, but the folid foundation of faéls.

He was, from his carlieflt days, as he defleribes him-
felf in onc of his poems,

Addiced to o fort of vices

Wine, women, and gaming, the three great feducers
of youth, had never the leait influence over him. He
has been often heard to {ay, that he never was drunk in
his life : there have been @rong reafons affigned for fup~
pofing that he never had any criminal commerce with
the fair fex: and though for a fhort time, during his
refidence in London, he fell in wich the fathion of play-
ing for trifles, yet he wholly left it off when he ap-
peared in Ireland in the charalter of the Dean of St

Patrick’s.
Virtus eff vitigm fugere —

is an old adage; and the bofom that is free from Vice,
is finely prepared for the reception of Virtue. The foil
in which no weeds fprout up, will reward the culdvator
with plenteous crops of ufeful grain.  Accordingly we
find_ from his firft appearance in the world, he was pof-
feffed of three of the Cardinal Virtues, Juftice, Tema
perance, and Fortitude, in an eminent degree. Hi¢
prudence, indeed, with regard to worldly views, might
often be called in queftion ; and fomerimes he might be
burried away from liftening to her fober diétates, by the

Eez ims
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impetuofity of a warm imagination, or allured by the -
fportivenels of fancy: yet on all important occafions,
+ he thewed that he had no commeon fhare of that virtue,
fo neceflary to the right direftion of all the others. In
the praice of thefe higher virtvues, did he conftantly
live, even with a floical feverity ; and none of the great
charafters of anmtiquity, were, on that account, more
entitled to our efteern and admiration,

But to conciliate the good-will and love of mankind,
quahtms of a gentler fort are neceflary, the virtues of
humanity; fuch as fuendlhip, liberality, charity, good-
nature, &5¢. all which he wasknown to poffefs in a high
degrec by his intimate friends, though an oppofite cha-
rater of him prevailed in the world. 1 have already
accounted for this in the Preface, from a peculiar caft
of his mind, which made him not only conceal thefe
qualitics from the public eye, but often difguife them
under the appearance of. their contraries. 1 fhall now
fhew how this peculiarity firft grew upon him. We
have already feen during what a length of years his
proud fpirit groaned under a iftate of dependance on
his relations for a {canty and precarious ﬁxpport. Up-
on enquiring into the hiftory of his progenitors, he
found that his grandfather had been reduced from a
ftaze of affluence, to extreme poverty, by the moft
cruel perlecotion of the Fanatics in the time of Crom-
well,  To this he imputed all his own fufferings, as
well as thole of his family; which fixed fuch a rooted
hatred in Ll to them and cheir principles, as he took
every opportunity of manifefting by his writings, when-
ever occafion offered, during the whole courfe of his
life. This it was which gave him fuch a deteftation of
hypocrify, a vice generally laid to their charge, as to
mike him run into the oppofite extreme. In which re-
fpedt he was certainly highly blameable, as he was him-

felf
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felf a teacher of that religion, which enjoins its pro-
feffors to Let their light fo fbine before men, that they
 might fee their good works, &c.  Efpecially as he ftood
in fo confpicuous a point of view, from the fuperiority
of his talents, that his example might have been of the
greateft benefit, towards fupporting the caule of rehi-
- gion and virtue; as, on the other hand, infidelity and
'vice gloried not a little, on the fuppofed enliftment of
fo great-a name under their banner. It was this
- ftrangely affumed charalter, this new fpecies of hypos
érify reverfed, as Lord Bolingbroke juftly termed 1,
- which prevented his appearing in that amiable light,
to which he was entitled from the benevolence of his
heart, except to a chofen few. In his friendthips he
was warm, zcalous, conltant: and perhaps no man
ever contralted fuch a number with fo judicious and
happy a fele@ion. We find him every where exrolied
for his pre-eminence in this firft and rareft of virtues,
by his numerous correfpondents; among whom were
many the moft diftinguifhed of thar age for talents and
-~ worth. Mr., Pope, in his Preface to Homer, acknow-
ledges in the {ftrongelt terms his obligation to him for
- his uncommon zeal in promoting the {ubfcription to
that work : and well he mighr, as there is good reafon
to believe that the fum procured by his folicitation was
not lefs than a thoufand pounds. We have feen with
what ardour he engaged in 2 fimilar office for his friend
Prior; for though he had ar rhat time little intereft in
Ireland, yet, by the utmoft exertion of that little, he
remitted to him between two and three hundred pounds,
colleCted by him for fubfcriptions to his Works; as ap-
pears by receipts in my poffefion. Many inftances of
a fimilar kind have been cafually brought to light, in
fpite of his endeavours to conceal them. His con-
ftancy in friendthip was fuch, that he was never known
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to break any corne&ion of that fort, till his faculdes
were impaired in the decline of life, except in the cafe
of Stecle; wherein he was perfectly jultified from the
ingratitude and infolence of hig behavicur towards him.
Indeed his notions of friendthip were fo exalted, that
he withed it might not be confined to the prefent life;
for he fays in one of his letters ta Pope,—¢ 1 have
often withed thar God Almighty would be fo eafy to
the weaknefs of muankind, as to let old friends be ac-
quainted in another ftate; and if [ were to write 3
Utopia for Heaven, that would be one of my fchemes.”
To his good-nature and tendernels of heart, many
teftimonies have been given by thofe who beft knew
him, in the feveral quotations already made from the
letters of Addifon, Pope, Arbuthnot, Gay, and many
others.  Addifon in particular fays, that he honoured .
him more for that one good quality, than all his more
fhining talents. Captain Charlton, in his letter to him,
fays, <1 am {enfible how intruding it may appear in
mie to trouble You wich what I think; but you have an
unlucky quality, which expofes you to the forwardnefs
of thofe that love you; 1 mean good-nature. From
which, though I did nct always fufpeit you guiity of &, |
now promile myfclf an ealy parden.” 1 have here
quoted this paflage, the rather, becaule the latter parg
of it is a confirmation of what I have advanced with
regard to the pains he rouk to hide thofe good qualities
ke poflcfled, which were difcoverable only oa a clofer
intimacy. Buc as the quality of good rature is that
part of his charaéler lealt likely to gain credit, on ac-
gount of the gencral prevalence of the contrary opi-
nion, I (hall here enumerate fome of the more friking
inftances of his great fenlibility and tendernels of heart,
which have been difperfed in different parts of this
‘Work. Of this the molt unequivocal proofs have been
2 ' ' given
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given in his lerters to Stella, giving an accountof the
flabbing of Mr. Harley by Guifcard: in his behavioor
to the Duchels of Familton, on che fatal event of her
Lord’s death: in his affeting account of the ilinefs and
death of poor Harrifon: 1n liis weeping at the funeral
of his fervant Magee: in his burfling into tears upon
- feeing the furniture taken down in Dr. Sheridan’s par-
lour previous to his removal into the country : 1w all
his letrers to the Doctor when Stella’s lite was defpaired
of: aand in all the tender exprefions of the warmeft af-
fection difperfed throughout his Journal to Stella,
which are manifeflly the cffufions of a3 mell feeling
heart. Many more inftances, were it neceffary, might
be adduced to che fame effeét, but I fhall add only
one, from an authority which cannor be doubted; 1
mean Mifs Vanhomrigh’s, Who, in the midft of that
bitternefs of foul occafioned by hiz great negleét of
her, begins one of her letiers in the following man-
ner. * Believe me it is with the utmoft regret chat 1
now complain to you, Zecanfe I kiow your good nature
Juch, that yeu cannct fec any buman ¢reatuyre miferable,
without being fenfibly touched.

Nor was it in thele articles only that the world were
fo miftaken in his charadler s from the fame caufe pro-
ceeded many other charges againlt him, all equally ill
founded. He has been reprefented as a man of great
ambition, pride, avarice, and mifanthropy. Now let
us fee what foundation there was for any of thele charzes,
And firlt as to ambition.

This is generally conlidered as fo powerful a paffion,
that it impels thote who are under its dominion, 1o feck
its gratification by all means, jult or unjutt, From
this {pecies of ambition, never mortal was more free
than Swift. How little he was inclined to make ufe
svep of the common allowable modes of riling in the

Eeg world,
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world, or to gain preferment by any folicitation on his
part, may be feen by the following extraéts from his
letters to the Archbithop of Dublin, written at a time
when he was in the highett favour with the people then
in power. ¢ I humbly thank your Grace for the good
opinion youare pleafed to have of me, and for your ad-
vice, which feemeth to be wholly grounded on it. As
to the firft which relateth to my fortune, I fhall never
be able to make myftlf believed how indifferent I am
about it. I fometimes have the pleafure of making
that of others, and 1 fear it is too great a pleafure to
be a virtue, atleaft inme.. ... [t i1s my maxim to
leave grear Miniiters to do as they pleafe; and if I can-
not diflinguifh mylklf enovgh, by being ufeful in {uch
a way, as becometh a nian of confcience and honour,
I can do no more; for [never will folicit for myfelf,
though I often do for others.”  And in another place
he {ays, | know nothing of promiles of aony thing in-
tended for myfelf, but, Tthank God, I am not very
warm in my expectations, and know Courts too well,
to be furprifed ar difappointments; which, however,
1 thould have no great reafon to fear, if I gave my
thoughts any trouble that way; which, without affeéta-
tion, I do not, although I cannot expect to be belicved
when 1 fay fo?”

Governed as he was by fuch maxims as thele, is
there any one at all acquainted with the world, who
could fuppofe that bhe fhould rife ta any high rank in
1t? Nay did he himfelf ever feem to expect it? Per-
haps there was no man of his tiime who had fo many,
and fuch fair opportunities of advancing himfelf co the
higheft digniries of the Church, could he in the leaft
relax from his principles,  Upon his return to Sir Wil-
Iiam Temple, after having refigned his living in Ire-
Jand, in order to attend his fummons, he had thg

ftrongefl
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ftrongeft claim upon him for immediate preferment ;
and there can be no doubt, had he prefled it, that the
promife made to Sir William by the King, would have
been performed. But he had too much generofity of
foul, to urge this at a time, when the ill ftate of his
friend’s health, required the conftant attendance of
" fuch a companion to alleviate his fufferings: and when
his death had releafed him from the benevolent tafk,
we have feen how coldly he purfued the claim he had
on King William, and how foon he quitted the purfuir,
as his high fpirit could not brook the artendance necef-
fary to fucceed at Court.  When he went over to Ire-
land with Lord Berkeley, though he had then no for-
© tune, nor profpeét of provifien from any other quarter,
yet, upon his breach of promife, he broke from him
with marks of the higheft refentrnent.  He was after-
wards in high favour with the leading men in the
Whiggith Miniftry, who made overtures to him of the
moft advantageous kind, if he weuld affift them in
their defigns; but when he found their plan was to un-
dermine the Church, which bhe juftly confidered as
. one main pillar of the State; and to promote the pri-
_vate interelts of a Junto, at the expence of the com-
munity; he not only quitted them entirely, but pub-
lilhed feveral pieces written exprefsly to counteraét their
meafures; and this too, long before he was even per-
fonally known to any leaders of the other party: fo
that his conduét could have proceeded only from difin-
terelted motives. :

During the laft years of Queen Aonne, from the au-
thentic account given of the part he fultained in the
political drama of that time, fure never man had a
more clear open way before him to the fummit of pre-
ferment. He was the prop and pillar of that Admini-
ftration ; the fole confidential man, without whofe par-
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ticipatiun and advice, nothing of moment was under-
taken, and the chief inftrument in carrying their delis
berations into execution.  The bofom friend of Ox-
ford, and equally beloved by his rival Bolingbroke.
Had be been a man of intrigue, what fairer opportu-
nities could he have wifhed for? Nay, had he only been
filent with regard 1o certain points; had he followed
the lead of the Miniflry themfelves, by acquiclcingin
thofe mneafures of the Queen, which they found they
could not prevail on Ler to change, his fuccefs had been
infallible. Bur, during that critical time, he {cems to-
have lefr all 1dea of fzif out of the queltion,  He took
a decided part in purfuing fuch meafures as he thooght
moft conducive to the public interelts, let whe would
be difobliged at it; and accordingly incurred the
Queen’s diipleafure to fuch a depree, as to render
hopelefs all expettations of favours from her. He
forciaw the confequences of fuch a condu@, and fays,
in his Journal to Stella, he knew it was the fure way
1o fend him back to his willows, adding, with great
indttference,—*< Bur 1 care not.”

Lrem all chis it appears, that he never was in the
finallelt degree infeéled with that fpecies of ambition,
which {ceks to artain its end per fgs ot nefas: on the
contrary, it has been fhewn that he declined taking the
fair and honelt fleps, conliitent with the niceft prin-
cinles, which Jay before hun to promation ; nor woold
Lie even {acnifice to it the finalleft part of his delicacy,
tor ter ws to allc any favour for himfelf, from thofe on
whom he bad conferred the highelt obligations. Bug
on no accafion did he fhew wore clearly, how licde
ivay ambition had over his inind, when it interfered
wven wich the molt reficed delicacy of {entiment, than .
by accepting of Lord Uxford's invitation to accompany
biw in his retwement after hus fall, and refuling the

preffing
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prefling folicitations of the new Minifter, backed by the

- Queen’s favourite, to aflilt them in carrying their new
meafures into efiect; though, at the fame time, they
were the very meafures thar had been the objet of all his
views, from the time that he had entered into the poliu-
cal line.

", And yet he had ambition to 2 high degree, but it was
of the purelt and noblelt kind, He was ambitious of
forming a diftinguithed character in life, by exerting to
the utmofl thole talents that God had beftowed on him,
for the good of mankind, and by a pre-eminence in vir-
tue. To anfwer this end, confcious of his ftrength, he
relied folely upon himfelf, and was litle {olicitous about
external aid.  In one of his letters to Pope, he fays,—
« Becaufe I cannot be a great Lord, I would acquire what
is a kind of jubfidium; 1 would endeavour thar my bet-
ters fhould feek me, by the merit of fomething dittinguifh.
able, inftead of my feeking them.” FHow fuccefstul he
was in attaining his end, has been already fnewn. We
have {een in what a ligh point of light he flood, during
the latter years of Queen Anne; and what homage was
paid him by all the Great, of both frxes, when he was
only a petty Vicar of Laracor. But this was nothing in
compartfon of the honours that afterwards awaited him,
when a whole kingdom looked up to him as their Arft and
greate(t man; when the humble tide of Dean, dighified
by his wearing it, with a * 2b¢ before it, conferred by
the general voice, made all other titles fink degraded:
when at a meeting of all the Nobles, with the Viceroy
on his throne, FKa:ls, Vilcounts, Barons, Archbifhops,
Bithops, and Judges, fhrunk into pigmies, like the af-
fembly defcribed by Milton in the Pandemonium, upon

* He was never mentioned by any other title but that of 742 Dean;
in the fame manner as Arittotle was called T4 Stagyrite, and Homer
Tle Pogt,

. the
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the entrance of 7k¢ Dean; all eyes being turned on him
alone, all voices employed in his praife : and when that
kingdom itfelf, by nature grear, but rendered little by
oppreffion, was fcarce heard of in Europe, but as the
place of his nativity and refidence. Whar titles, what
dignitics conferred on him by the Monarchs of the earth, -
could have railed him to fuch a height, as that true no-

bility of foul, beftowed on him by the King of Kings?
To fuppofe that he was not confcious of his pre-cmi-
nence over others, or that e was not pleafed with the
homage paid him on that account, would be te {uppofe
hini not to be a man. But whoever impute pride to him
in confequence of this, charge him unjultly. I mean
when the word is taken in its bad fenfe; for thereisa
virtuous pride, as well as a Jaudable ambition: and his
pride, like his ambition, was of the nobleft kind. That
it was viewed in another light by the world, was owing
to the wrong judgment forined by the bulk of mankind,
who feldom penetrate farther than the furface, and are go-
verned by appearances. But Swift looked deeply into
the pature of thines, and eflimated their value, not by
the (tandard of opinion or fathien, but that of right rca-
fon. The maxim he laid doewn, and always matntained
in the face of the Great, was, ¢ That a man of genius
and talents, was a character fuperior to that of a Lord;
and the man of virtue, to that of the man of wealth, e
there any one who will difpute the truth of this in theory,
however different the praftice may be, from the corrup-
tions of mankind # But Swift was not content with vainly
fpeculating upon this point, in the manner of other
Writers; he determined that his conduét fhould be con-
formable to his principles.  As he wanted not the affiftance
of the Noble or the Rich, he fought not their acquaint-
ance; and it any were defirous of his, the firlt overtures
mult come from them, and their advances be in propor-
tion
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tion to their rank ; expeéting, as he himfelf expreffes ir,
more from a Duke or a Duchefs, than from thofe of an
inferior clafs. T'othis, numbers of the firlt order of No-
bility conformed, acknowledging the juftice of his claim;
and {o high was the reputation of Swift, and his charac-
_ter {o diftinguifhed from the reft of the world, that fome
. of the moft lofty ones among them, facrificed ther pride
" to the vanity of being numbered among bis acquaintance.
But it was only to the vain-glorious, who were proud of
the accidental {uperiority which their birth gave them, that
he affumed this behaviour.  To his equals, ameng which
number he reckoned all men of genius and virtue, he put
on no airs of {uperiority, but lived with them on the moft
friendly and familiar footing. His inferiors, he always
- treaced with complacency and good-humour, unlefs they
happened to thew themfelves to be either knaves or fools,
and to them be was not fparing of his corre@ion. In
mixed focieties, according to his own principle, he expedt-
ed the fame refpelt to be fhewn him, as is ufually paid to
perfons of the highett rank : nor was he often difappoint-
ed in this, as there was fomething fo commanding in his
afpe@, expreflive of the native {uperiority of his mind,
that it ftruck the beholders with awe, and produced that
reverence from the heart, which is only fhewn by exter-
nal ceremonies to artificial greatnefs. But among his in-
timates, this deportment was entirely thrown afide ; where
he induiged the utmoft familiarity, giving free {cope to
the vagaries of fancy, often to a chiléith playfulnefs of
mirth.  In fhort his pride, if by that name it muft be
called, was of the fame kind as that of Admiral Villars,
defcribed by Sully, as arifing from that inbern noble cleva-
tion of mind, which, in great fouls, is only a perception
of their own worth, without the leaft mixtare of mean va-

nity, or the infoxication of jelf-love, _
The charge of avarice againtt him, is, if poflible, Jefs
founded than any of the others; for never man was more
free
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free from that vice, till it came vpon him with the other
infirmitics of old age, as appears by the whole tenor of
his conduét. Many inftances of his liberality. and un.
bounded charity, have been already produced 5 I fhall now
mention fome others, which will fhew how little place the
love of money had in his hearr. He allowed Mrs.
Dingley a penfion of fifty-two pounds per annum, which
with her own annuity of twenty-eight, made up a yearly
income of eighty pounds ; a very handfome {upport for a
fingle woman in thofe days. But this he infitted fhould
be kept an entire fecret between themielves, always pre-
tending that he only acted as her agent for money which
fhe had ia the funds. And the better to deceive thofe
about him, when fhe has fent for any part of this allow-
ance, he would fometimes pretend to be in a paffion, and
cry out, pox take this woman, fhe is always plaguing me
for money ; tell her T have none to fend her; 1 have had
no remittances from London this half year.  And then
cooling by degrees, he would fend her the money by way
of advance, and take her receipt accordingly. By this
way of proceeding, thofe of his greateft intimacy were
deceived ; nor was it till after his facultics were impaired,
thar they difcovered by accident that thefe payments came
out of his own purle. Acting as he did with fuch deli-
cacy in conferring favours, it is to be fuppofed that many
other inftances of his liberality have never come to lighr.
Of all the trizls of an avaricious difpofition, nothing s
o likely to make it thew itfelf in the moft alaring colours,
25 fome confiderable unexpedted lofs. ‘T'o this telt was
Swift feverely pot in two remarkable occurrences in dif-
ferent periods of his life.  The firlt was in 1712, before
he was made Dean of Sc. Patrick’s.  He had depofited near
four huadred pounds in the hands of his friend Stratford,
which was all the money he then poffefled in the world,
An account was brought him that Stratford was broke.
- ' What
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" What effet chis had on him he thus defcribes in his
Journal to Stella.  * [ came home refle€ting a little; no-
thing concerned me but M D. I called all my philofo-
phy and religion up; and, I thank God, it did not keep
me awake beyond my ufval time above a quarier of an
hour.™

Of the other he gives the following account, in a letter
to Mr. Worral, dated Quilca, June 11, 1725,

“ Your letter has informed me of what I did not ex-
peft, that T am juft evén with che world; for, if my
debts were paid, I think | thould not have fifty pounds
befide my goods. I have not railed, nor fretted, nor loft
my fleep, nor ftomach, I thank Ged. My greateft
trouble is, that fome friends, whom I intended to make
eafy during their lives, and the Public, to which I be-
queathed the reverfion, will be difappointed.”  And in
another to Dr. Sheridan, of the fame date, he fayy,
“ You are to know that by Mr. Pratt’s ruin I lole only
twelve hundred and fifty pounds which he owes me.  So
that I am now, as near as I can compute, not worth
one farthing but my goods. I am therefore juft to begin
the world. I fhould value-it lefs, if fome friends and the
Public were not to {uffer; and I am afthamed to fee my-
feif fo lietle concerned on account of the two latter, For,
as to myfelf, I have learned to conlider what is lefr, and
not what is loft.— But enough of this.”

Such -2 perfe refignation and compofure of mind on
fuch trying occalions, mult furely clear him from all im-
putations of avarice; and 1t is evident from the above
paffages, that hie valued money no farther than as i might
enable him to be ufeful to others,  For, with regard to
all expences relative to himfelf, he was more than tru-
gal; as he prudged every fuperfluity in his domeftic ceco-
nomy, in order that he might have it more in his power
to pratify his chasitable and liberal propenfities, -And

here
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here we have a Rrong proof given how far he had .in-
dulged himfelf in that way, when we find that in the
year 1725, twelve years after his being in poffeflion of
his Deanery, he had faved only fo {mall a fum as 1250k
But nothing can demonttrate more clearly, the little value
he at all times fet upon money, than his fcorning to re-
ceive any payment for his Works, even when his circum-
ftances were at the loweft. In thefe two great articles of
preferment and fortune, he feems to have adopted the
maxims, and followed the example of his noble difinte-
re{led friend, Sir Willlam Temple; who never folicited
any employment, nor received the {maileft reward for all
the preat fervices he did the nation.  Bur this conduft
was certainly more meritorious in Swift, as Sir William
inkerited an eafly independent fortune, and Swift was
born to no patrimony.

The laft charge, as before mentioned, ag amﬁ Swift,
and which has gzined moft general credit, is that of per-
fect miﬁmthropy; and this is chiefly founded upon his
fuppofed {atyr on human nature, in the pi€ure he has
drawn of the Yaboos. This opinion has been fo univers
fally adopted by almoft ail who have read Gulliver’s Tra-
vels, that to controvert it would be fuppoled to at in
oppolition to the common fenle and reafon of mankind.
And yet T will undertake to overthrow it, by appealing
to that very reafon and common fenfe, upon which they
fuppofe it to be founded. T fhall only beg of my reader
that he would lay afide for a while any prepofleffion he
may have entertained of that kind, and candidly examine
what [ fhall advance in fupport of the oppofite fide of the
queltion; and if he finds the arguments there laid down
unan{werable, that he will not obftinately perfift in error,
Ly whatever numbers it may be {upported, but ingenu-
oul'l)r yield to convittion. The pofition I mean to prove
15, that the whole apclogue of the Houyhnhnms and

Yahoos,
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Yalioos, far from being intended as a debafement of hu.
man nature, it tightdy vnderflood, is evidently defigned’
to fhew ia what the true dignity and perfetion of man’s
rature confitls, and to point out the way by which it may
be attained.
~ Inorder to this, let us £rt fre with what defign the
fourth book of the Travels was wiitten.  Ip the firtt three
books he has griven various views of the different vices,
follies, and abfurdities of markind, not without fome
mixture of goed qualities, of virtue and wildom, though
in a {fmall proportion to the athers, os they are to be fou r‘d
in life. In his laft book, he nieant to exkibit two new
portraits ; one, of pure unmixed vice; the other, of per-
fet unadoleerated virtne,  In order that the native de-
formity of the ote, might excite in us a deeper abhor-
rence of evily and the refplendenr charms of the other,
allure us to what is good.  To reprefene thefe w us in
fenfible forms, he cloaths the one with the body of a
man; the other, with that of a horfe.  Between thefe
two he divides the qualities of the human mind, taking
away the rational fovl from the Yahoo, and transferring
ft to the Houyhnhnm. To the Yahoo he leaves all the
paffions and evil propen(ities of man’s nature, to be ex-
erted without any check or controul, as in the cafe of all
© othér animals. The rational foul in the Houyhnhnm, a&ts
uﬁ.errIme as by inftinét; it inteiively perceives what is
fight, and neceflarily 2&s wvp to the dictares of reafon,
The Yahoo, as here defcribed, is a creature of fancy, the
produét of the author’s brain, which never had any thing
fimilar w it upon earth. [t has no refemblance to man,
but in the make of its body, and the vicious propenfities
of its pature. It differs from him wholly in ali the cha-
ta&eriftical marks which diinguith man from the reft of
the animal world. It has not a ray of resfon, it has no
fpecch, and it gocs, like other quadrupedes, upon all
Ft foun,

>
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forr. Now, a3 reaion, fpeech, and walking upright o
two oz, asc the oniverfal properties of the human vace,
ever in the moit iavage matons, which peculiarly mark
sherr Juperiority over brates, how, in the nameof Hea-
wen, has it come to pals, that by almwelt alf who have
read Gulliver, the Yahoos have been confidereq as beings
af the human [pecics, and thr odious pictare dvawn of
chem., s intended to vikfy and debafe our nature? But
it is evident from the whoie account given of this creature
of his fancy, that the acther intended @ {hould be con.
Gderced as 2 mere bealt, of a new Ipecies; for he has noe
oaly deprived i of all the charaltenflical diftinétions of
man before recited, but has fuperadded lome material
differeqices even i his badily organs and powers, [uflicient
o dittinguith it from the human race, He fays,—< They

climbed high trees as nimbly as a fquirrel, for they had
frong extended claws before and behiad, terminating in
fharp points, and fisoked.” Now it is well known, that
the human nals, when {uficred 1o grow o any confiders

abic deugth, never affume that lh:sl,w:, and uniefs pared,

giizble the han's from difcharging their office *. He

fays in another place,~— They ar¢ prodigioufly nimble

froms their infancy.”  This is divedtly oppefite o the na-

ture of the children of men, who are the moft helplefs in
nfaacy, and the flowelt in arriving at any degree of
firength or agility, of ali hving creatures.  Indeed it was

mecelizry to the authar’s end, that of thewing the vicious
qualitics of man’s nzture in their pure unmixed fate, that
the creature in whom they were placed thould be a mere
brate, governed as all others are by an irrefiltible inftiné,
without any controul from a fuperior faculty ; and ace

* The Mamdarines of Ching, [rom an abfurd coffom of letting their
nails grow to their utmott cxtent, as a taark of diftinétion, are obliged
te har ¢ ail the common olkces of fift, even to that of feeding r.hcm-, -
pecformed by thesr doneellies.

cordingly
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eordingly he feems to have thtown in thefe addiiional cir-
cumitances to diftinguith it from any thing human. At
the fame time it was alfo neceflary to give this creature the
human form, in order to bring the leffon honie to man,
by having the vicious part of his nature reflected back to
him from one in his own (hape fot in the form of any
other creature, he would not chink himifeif ac all concerned
init. Yet it is on account of its bodily form only, re.
prefented as it is in fo hideous a light, that the pride of
than was alarmed, and made hint blind to the author's
defign, fo as to charge him with an intention of degrading
and vilifying the whole of human nature below that of
brutes. 1 have already fhewn that the whole of human
nature has no concern in what is related of this crearure,
as he is entirely deprived of all the eharaeriftic properties
of man which diltinguilh him from, and ¢levare him
ahove atl other animals. I Have allo thewn, that even his
hody, however refernbling in outward form, 13 not tha
bady of a man, but of a beaft. In the firft plice it is
prone, like all other beafls, which never was the cafe in
any humarn creature,

Os bomini fublime dedit, calumgue fueri

Fuffil.

In the next, k¢ has lotig hooked claws, which enable himt
to climb the higheft trees with the nimblenefs of a [quir-
rel, and to dip holes in the earth for his habitation. 'Their
faces too, as in fome other tribes of animals, -were all
" glike, being thus defcribedi *f The face of this animal
indeed was Aat and broad, the nofe deprefled, the lips
large, and the mouth wide.,” When we confider tco,
that thef¢ features were never enlivened by the raticnal
foul, nor the countenanée lighted up by the benevolent
fenfations in man, which conltitute the chief beauty of

’ Ffa the
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the huan face, bur on the contrary were continually
diftorted by a vaticty of malevolent paffions, we muft
coachnde with Gulliver; that {uch a man-beafl mull be
the molk odious animal that ever crawled upon the face of
the carthy and thar his defeription of it, difgufiing as it
15, is 10t in the Jealt exapeevated. At firQd ight they had
o litke refemblance to any thing human, that Gulitver
miftaok them for fome new (pecies of caitle belonging
to the inhabitants.  Afrer having given a deforipsion of
theas as they appeared to hin when he fivft faw a sumber
of chem ncac him, where he lay concealed behind a
thicker, in order to mark their form more ditiodly, he
fuays, * So that chinking I had {een enough, full of con-
tempt and averfion, 1 got vp and purlued the beaten:
road, hoping it might direét me to the cabbin of fome
Tadian. 1 had not got fur, when I met onc of thefe crea-
cures, fult in my way, and coming up direétly to me.
The ugly moatter, when he faw me, diftoried feveral
ways every feature of his vilage, and ttarted as at an ob-
Ject Lie had never fecn beforey then approaching nearer,
Jifted wp Fis feecpaty, wheher out of curiofity or mif-
chief, 1 could sot teli: but b drew my lianger, and gave
him 2 good blow with the tlat fide of i, for I durft not
itrike with the edge, fearing the inhabitants mighe be
provoked againlt me, if they thould come to krow that |
had killed or maimed any of thoir catile  And it was
oot ol afterwards, when he hed an opportunity of exa-
mining one of them more clolely in his keanely that he
porecived s refemblance to the human figure. But it
nay be atked, to what end fas fuch an odicus animal
been produced to view ! The anfwer is obvious. The
defipn of the author, in the whole of this apologue, is,
ro place before the ¢yes of man a pilture of the two dif-
fereat parts of his frame, detached from cach other, in
arder thae be may the better dlimate the  trae, value of

¢ach,
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cach, and fee the necefiity there s that the onc flxuld
have an abfolute command over she other. In your
merely animal capatity, fays -he to man, without reafon
to guide you, and actuated only by a blind inftin€t, I will
fhiew you thar you would be degraded below the beafts
of the field, That very form, that very bady, you are
row {o proud of, as giving you fuch a {fuperiority over all
other animals, ] will thew you owe all their beauty, and
all their greateft powers, to their being altvated by a ra-
tiomal foul. Let that be withdrawn, lct the body be in-
habited by the mind of a brute, let it be prone as their’s
are, and fuffered like their's to take its natural courfe,
without any afliftance from art, you would in that cafe be
the moft deformed, as to your external appearance, the
molt deteftable of all creatures. And with regard te
your internal frame, filled with all the evil difpofitions,
and malignant paffions of mankind, you would be the
moft miferable of beings, living in a continued ftate of
internal vexation, and of hatred and warfare with each
other.

On the other hand, J will fhew another picture of an
ammal endowed with a rational foul, and a&ting uniformly
up to the diftates of right reafon.  Here you may iee col-
Jected all che virtues, all the great guadinies, which dig-
nify man’s nature, and conftitute the happinefs of his life.
What is the natural inference to be drawn from thefe two
different reprefentations ? Is it not evidently a leffon o
mankind, warning thein pot to fuffer the animal part 1o
he predominant in them, left they refemble the vile Ya-
hoo, and fall inro vice and miferys but to emulate the
noble and generous [Houyhnhnm, by cultivating the ras
tional faculty to the urmoft; which will fead thens toa-
life of virtue and happioefs.

Is it not very extraordinary that mankind in general
fhould fo readily acknowledge theie redemblance o the *

Ff3 Yo,
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Yahdo, whole fimilitude to man confifts anly in the make
of its body, and the evil difpofitions of its mind; and
that they fhould {ee no refemblance to themdfelves, in 3
creature poffeffed of their chief chara&eriftical marks,
reafon and fpeech, and endowed with every virtue, with
every noble quality, which ebnflitute the dignity of man’s
nature, which diltinguifh and .elevate the human above
the brute [pecies ! Shall they arraign the author of wris
ting a malignant fatyr again{t human nature, when redu-
ced to its moft abjeét brutal ftate, and wholly under the
dominion of the paflions; and fhall they give him no
credic for the exalted view in which he has placed the no-
bler part of our naturc, when wholly under the direction
of right reafon? Or are mankind fo ftupid, as in an a-
wvowed fable, to flop at the outfide, the vehicle, without
diving into the concealed moral, which is the obje& of all
fable 2 Do they really take the Yahoo for a man, becavfe
it has the form of a man ; and the Bouyhnhnm for a horfe,
becaufe it hus the form of a horfe ? But we need not won-
der thos the bulk of mankind thould fall into this error,
- 'when we find men pretending to the utmoft depths of
wifdom, avowing themfcives of the fame mind. The
learned Mr. Harris, in his Philological Enguiries, has
the following paflzge. ¢ Mifanthropy is fo dangerous a
thipg, and goes fa far in fapping the very foundations of
morality and religion, that I efteem the laft part of Swift’s
Gulliver, (that 1 mean relative to his Houyhnhoms and
Yahaos) to be a worle book to perufe, than thofe which
we are farbid, as the moft flagitious and oblcene. One
abfurdity in this author (a wretched Philofopher though a
great Wit) is well worth remarking —in order to render
the nature of man odious, and the nature of beafls ami-
able, he is compelled to give human charaters to his
bealts, and beaftly characters to his men: fo that we are
to admive the beafts, not for being beafts, but amiable

men g
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men; and 1o deteft the men, not for being men, but de-
teftable beafis.” T believe fo firange an interpretation of
an author’s meaning, never fell frons the pen of any com-
mentator.  He firft affumes that the end propofed by
Swift in ¢lis fable, is, to render the nature of man odiows,
and the natore of bealls amiable.  This furcly was 2 moft
unaccountable defign in any human creature ; and before
it can be admirted, it onght to be firlt proved thar Swidt
was of a beaflly dilpofition, which engaged bim an the
fide of bis fellow brutes, Ard if this were his objc&t, no
mortal ever ufed more unlikely means to attain it, and no
one ever mose completely failed of his end. By repre-
fenting a beaft in 2 human ferm, witheut any one charac-
teriftical mark of man, he could hardly exped torender
buman patwre itfelf odiovs: and by exhibiting fo &eange
a phanomenon 2s the foul of man zétvating a quadra-
pede, and regulating his condutt by the rules of right
reafon, be could as little hope to render the nature of ir-
rational beafls more amiable. And accordingly I believe
no mortal ever had a worle opinion of human nature, from
‘his defeription of the Yahoos ; nor a better of the brute
creation, from that of the Houyhnhnins.  And all the il
effe produced by this fable, has been turned on the au-
thor himfelf, by raifing the general indignation of mun.
kind againft him, from a miftaken view of his intention :
fo that the Writer of the above remarks, need not have
prohibited the reading of that part of Guiliver wich fuch
jolempity, as it never did, nor never can wake oie pro-
felyte ro Mifanthropy, whereof he feems fo apprehenfive
but on the contrary may be produllive of prear good,
from the moral fo evidently to be deduced fromat, as has
already been made appear. :

In one paragraph of the above quoted paflape, the .
thor, wrapped up in the pride of philofophy, feams ro
laok down upon Swift with fovercipa contempt 3 where

§ ! 4. (H




449 THIHE LIFE OF

he fays,——<* Cne abfurdity in this author (a'@refched Phi-
Iofepber, though a great Wit) is well worth remarking,
e, But it has chn already fhewn, that the abfurdity
belones to the commentator, not to the author; and ic
will be difficult to perfuade the world, that Swift is not
one of the greatelt adepts in the Arft philofophy, the fei.
ence of mankind; of which he has given fuch ample
proofs throughout his Works, and more particularly in
this very book, fo fupercilioully decried by chis fof difans
Philofophery and which will be of more real benefit 1p
mankind, than the lahoyrs of a thoufand fuch Writers as
the allthor of PHIlrJ]Ql‘rlcal Enquirics, cmploycd aboyt
plendid mifles, and ufelefs Metaphyfics.

Another Writer of no fmail eminence has atEaCde
Swift with preat virulence on the fame account. In @
Pamplilet of Dr. Young’s, entitled Conjeétures on Origi-
nal Compofition, there is the following paffuge.  *1f fo,
O Gulliver ! dolt thou not fhudder at thy brother Luctan’s
vultures hovering o'er thee 7 Shudder on!  they cannog
fhock thee more, than decency bas been fhocked by thee,
How kyve thy Houyhnlims thrown thy judgment from
its fear, and laid thy imaginarion in the mire? In whae
‘ordure hatt thou dipt iy puml ? What a monfter halt
;hou mddc of the

Human face divine ? MirTon,
This Writer has o fatyrifed human nature, as to give a
demonttration in himfelf, that it deferves to be fatyrifed.”
In anfwer to which T fhall addrefs him in his own WY mem
O Doflor Young, how has thy prejudice thrown thy
Judgment from its feat, and let thy ihagination hurry thee
‘beyond all bounds of comnson fenk: ! In what black com-

pofition of fpleen and envy haft thou dipt thy pen! ! What
a monilrous charadter hatt thou given of

Oune of the nobleft wmen _
Tbat ever lived in the tidg of times, SHAKXESPEARE.
| Thou

L
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Thou haft (o fatyrifed this great man, as to fhew that thou
thyfelf deferveft the utmoft feverity of fatyr”  After fuch
a ftring of poetical epiphonemas, what is the charge which
he brings againft Swift. It is all contained in thefe words
¢ YWhat a monfter haft thou made, of the human face
divine !” Now as Dr. Young himfelf, and all the world
muft have allowed, that the human face can have no
claim to the epithee of divine, unlefs when animated by
the divine particle within us, how can he be fuid to make
a monftrous reprefentation of the human face divine, who
rft fuppoles the divine part to be withdrawn, which en-
titles it to that appellation, and {ubftitutes i its place the
‘mind of a brute. Muft not the human countenance in
this cafc lofe all chat beauty and expreflion, which it de-
rives from the foul’s locking cut at the eyes, and anima-
ting every feature ? On the contrary, what more deforined
ot fhocking objet can be exhibited to view, than the hu-
man face diftorted by all the vile and malevolent paffions
belonging to man’s nature.  Let any one refle¢t what fen»
fations he has had on the fight of an idiot, an outrageous
- mad-man, or one poffefled by ungovernable fury, extreme
hatred, or implacable revenge, and he muft allow that
the picture Swift gives of the Yahoo face, always cxpref-
five of fome onc or other of fimilar paffions, however hi-
deous it may be, is yet a juft likenefs, :
What then is the meaning of the general clamour raifed
againft Swift, unlefs it be thoughe criminal in him to fup-
pofe it poffible, even in a fable, that the human frame,
upon which we value ourfelves fo highly, might be the
receptacie of a brutal foul ? T thould not wonder if fuch
men fhould arralgn the Almighty alfo, for having really
effeled this in the cafe of Nebuchadnezzar; or exhibit-
ing another inftance of it to our view, without a miracle,
in that of Peter the Wild Man, caught in the woods of
Geumany ;1o whom was to be found a perfeét image of
- ' ' that
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what man-bealt which Swifs fuppofts in his Yakoo ¥, Neor
ihould 1 be furprifed if they whe value themfelves chicBly
on theis outward form, fhould mutter complaints ageinft
their Creator, for giving certain animals fo near a refem—
blance 10 them, as ¥ 1o be found in fome fpecies of ba-
boons, but more particularly in the man-tyger ; who not
only is formed exallly like mran in his bodily organs, but,
Kike him too, oftcn walks ereét wpon two legs, with  ftaff
in bis hand, fits down uvpon chairs, and has the fame de-
portment in many other points, _

But while they fo {queamifhly take offence at this nos-
ensity, this chimaera of the brain, does it never accur W
skemn that there really exiits thoufands and ten thoulands
of their own fpecies, n different parts of this peopled
earth, infinitely more detefiable tham the Yahoos, In
whatever odious Bight their form has been pourerayed,
can it excite higher difguft than thar of the Houentor, de-
corated with guts, which are ufed for food when in a flate
of putrefaltion; and who loads his head with a mixture
of finking greafc and foot, to make a fecure lodgment for
fwarms of the moft filthy vermin : or than thofe favapes,
who (lath, mangle, and deform, with a variety of horrid
figures, - the buman fuce divine, in order 1o firike a greater
ceeror into their enemies 2 Are there any actions astributed
to the miferable Yahoo {o diabolical as are conftandy prac-
tifed in fome of thefe favage nations, by expofing their
childsen, murdering their parents in their old age, and
roafting and eating their captives taken in war, with many
other abominanons 2 1 all which inftances we fee, that
kuman reafon, in its ftate of depravity, is produétive of
infinitely worfe confequences, than can proceed from a
_total deprivation of ir. This leflon Gulliver has taken

*» It is {aid the late Queen had the curiofity to fee this wild man,
bat was fo thocked at the appearance he made, that fhe ordered bim
inmediately out of her prelence,

care
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‘tare to inculcate, where his maflter Houyhohnm, after
having received an account from him of the manpers
and coftoms of the Euvropeans, makes the followin

" oblervation: ¢ Thart although he hated the Yahoos of
this country, yet he no more blamed them for their
" odious qualities, than he did a gaweyh (2 bird of prey)
for its cruelty, or a fharp ftone for cutting his hoof.
But when a creature, pretending to reafon,, couid be
capable of {uch Cnormit}cs, he dreaded leflt the cor-
ruption of that faculry, mighe be worlc than brutality
ifelf.”

It may be faid that the inftances of depravity above
quoted, are only to be found among favages, whole
minds, unenlightened by knowledge, are governed
wholly by their bruta} appetites and paffions; and that
a true pictore of human nature is only to be taken from
the more civilized States. L.et us fee, therefore, whe-
ther in our own dear country, while we boalt fo much
of the extraordinary lights drawn from Philofuphy,
‘and the divine illumination of the Gofpel, we do not
abourd in crimes more numerous, and more fatal g
{ociety, even than thofe of favages, Of thefe Swife
has given us a long mufter-roll, where he defcribes the
happy life he led among the Houyhnhnms, free from the
odious fcenes of vice in his own country, in the fol-
lowing paflage: % I enjoyed perfect health of body,
and tranquillity of mind; T did not feel the treachery
or inconftancy of 4 friend, nor the injuries of a{ecret
or open enemy. [ had no occafion of bribing, flatter.
ing, or pimping, to procure the favour of any great
man, or his minion. I wanted no fence againft fraud
or oppreflion ; here was neither phyfician to deftroy my
body, nor lawyer to ruin my fortune; no informer ta

4 watch my words and altions, or forge accufations againf}
me for hire; here were no gibers, cenfurers, backbiters,
pickv
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pick-pockets, ughwaymen, houfebreakers, attomnies,
bawds, buffoons, gameliers, politicians, wita, fplene-
ticks, tedious talkers, controvertifts, ravithers, mur-
derers, robbers, virtuoflos: no lfeaders or fullowess of
party and faction ; no encouvragers to vice by feduce-
ment or example ; no dungeon, axes, gibbets, whip-
ping-pofts, or pillories; no cheating fhopkeepers of
wiechanicks ; no pride, vanity, or offedtation ; ne fops,
bullies, drunkards, [irolling whores, or poxes; no
ranting, lewd, expeufive wives; nc flupid prond pe-
dants 3 no wDporiunate, over-bearing, quarrclfome,
noify, roaring, empty, cenceited, fwearing compa-
nions; no fcoundrels raifed from the duft vpon the me-
sit of their vices, or nobility thrown into it on account
of their virtues; no Lords, Fidlers, Judges, or Dan-

cing-malters.™
in another place, after having brought the whole
ftate of affairs in England before the Judgment-feat of
the King of Brobdingnag, he thus relates the fenti-
ments of that wife and virtvous Monarch on the occa-
fion: * He was pcrﬁ:&}v aftontthed with the hiltorical
account I gave him of our affairs during the laft cen-
rury, protefting it was only a heap of ccmfprracxcs, re-
bellions, murders, maflacres, revolutions, banithments,
the very worlt effeéts that avarice, fadtion, hypocrify,
perfidiounefs, cruelty; rage, madnels, hatwred, envy,
Tuf, malice, and ambition could produce. His Ma-
jefty tn another audience was at the pains to recapitulate
the fum of alt I had fpoken; compared the quellions
with the anfwers 1 had given; then taking me into his
hands, and froaking me gently, delivered himielf in
thefe words, which I fhall never forget, nor the manner
he fpoke them o2 My little friend Grildris, by what
I have gathered from your own relation, ancl the an-
fwers [ have with mach pains wringed and extoreed
from
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from you, I cannat but conclude the butk of your nz-
tives to be the moft pernicious race of littde odious ver-
min, that natuge ever fuficred 1o crawl on the forface
ef the earth.”

ls it mot ftrange, that {o bold a latyr en human na-
ture, in its aftuzl ftate of exiltence, fhould excite no
refentment ia mankind, zed that they thould fo seadily
take the alarm at an bmagiaary zeprefeantation of i ?
Bur in the former cale mwen are ready enough o fve
and 2ilow all marner of wvices and bad gualities of the
mind in others, though they are fo bitnded by feif-love
as not to find the refemblance to themflelves; but when
their badily form, commen to all men, is vilitied and
debafed, ca.ch individual brings the atrack home 10
himicif; his folf-love talees fire ac the view, and kindles
bis indignation againft the auther, as za enemy to the
whole huiran {pecies.  That this opinion, however ili-
founded, becamne fo gesvral, 1s callly to be accounted
for, as taking its rife from two of the molt prevailiag
paffions in human aature, pride, and envy. The for-
gier called the vniverfal pallion by De, Young; and the
latter partaking of 1s nature, as !prmgmg from the
fame roor.  Pheir prde inftuntly ook fire upon fecing
that part of their frame, whereof in general men are
molt vain, reprefented in {o odious a light; and Envy
feized the azcalion of making fo beavy a charge as thas
of Mifanthropy, againtt 2 mran of fuch uncemmon ta-
leats,  This broke forth chiefly amoag Authors, jea-
lous of thar high degree of fame obtained by the fu-
periority of his oontug; and as he was vnaflatlable on
that fide, they thovght o bring him down more on 2
level with tm:nﬁ:ivr. , by acribating fome of the fineft
exertions of that genius to a malevolent difpofition :
and as the prejudices of mankind were of their fide,
they cheaply purchafed credit to themfelves, fiom ap-

praring champions lor the dignity of human gature..
Yot




#46 ' THE LIFE OF

Yet there were not wanting others of clearer difcern-
ment, and a more liberal turn of mind, who {aw chis
whole affair in its true light.  Among thefe the bene-
volent and judicious Dr. Hawkefworth, fteps forth as
an advocate for Swift, and decidedly gives judgment
in his favour. In one of his notes on Gulliver, he fays,
whoever is difgu(ted with this piGure of a Tabos, would
do well to refledt, that it becomes his own in exaé pro-
portion as he deviates from virtue; for virtue is the
perfection of reafon : the appetites of thofe abandoned
to vice, are not lels brutal and fordid than thofe of a
Yahoo, nor is their life a ftate of lefs abjet fervility,”
And in another of his comments upon a paffage whete-
in Swift had given a lively and true defcription of the

" horrors of war, ftripped of all the glare and falfe co-
louring thrown over it by vain-glory and ambition, he
explains, jultifies, and applauds the Author’s motive,
for exhibiting here, as well as in all other parts of this
edmirable work, fuch true pitures of the vicious prac-
tices and habits of mankind, however fan&ified by cufs
tom, or embellifhed by fathion. His words are thefe,
wsf¢ [t would perhaps be impoflible, by the moft las -,
boured arguments, or forcible eloquence, to fhew the
abfurd injuitice and horrid eruelty of war, {o efiv€tually,
as by this fmple exhibition of them in a new lights
with war, including every {pecies of iniquity, and every
art of deftruction, we become familiar by degrees, uns
der fpecious terms; which are feldom examined, be-
caule they are learned at an age in which the mind res
ceives and retains whatever is mmprefbon it Thus it
happens, that when one man murders another to gras
tify his luft, we (hadder at it; but when onc man mur-
ders a million to gratify his vanity, we approve and ad«
mire, we envy and applaud. If, when this and the
preceding pages are read; we difcover with aftonifhs

ment,
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mear, that whea the fame cvents have occurred ia hifl-
kory, we felt no cmotion, and acquielced in wars whick
we conld act but know to have been commeaced for
fiech caules, and carried on by fuch means; let net him
be cenfared for too much debafing his fpecies, whe has
contribuced to their felicity and prefervation, by firip.
ping off the vell of cultom and prejudice, and hold-
ing up, in their native deformity, the vices by which
they become weetched, and the arts by which they are
deftroyed.”

Such is the conftruftion which will be put by all men
of candour, talte, and judgment, upon thefe, aad ail
cther paffages in Swift of a fimilar kind,  But if there
are i1l any who will perlift in finding out their own re-
femblance in the Yahoo, in the name of Goed, if the
cap fits, let them wear it, and rail on. 1 thail only
take my leave of them with an old Latin fentence, Pui
eapit ille_facit.

There is another Writer, at prefent of gigantic fame
in thefe days of littde men, who has preteaded to feratch
out a Life of Swift, but fo miferably executed, as only
to refiedt back on himfelf thac difgrace, which he meang
to throw upoa the charalter of the Dean. I promifed .
in the Preface to make fome @riftuces on ¢his work,
which 1 fhall noew perform. At his fetting ouvt, Dr.
Johaton thews, which is {carcely credible, that he held
this cxtraerdinary man in very little ellimation, and
that he was not qualified to give any account of him
with the leaft degree of accuracy. He begins his re-
Tation thns: <€ Jonathan Swift was, aecording to an ac-
count faid to be written by himfelf, the {on of Jona-
thaa Swift, an attorney, and was born at Dobiin oa St
Andrew’s day, 1667 according to his own report, as
delivered by Pape to Spence, he was born ar Leicefter,
the fon of a Clergyman, who was minilter of a parith

3 iy
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in Herefordfhire, During his life, the 'place' of his
- birth was undetermined. He was contented to be call<
ed an Irifhman by the Irith, but would occafionally
call himfelf an Englifhman., The queftion may, with-
out much regrer, be left in the obfcurity in which he
delighted to involve it.” Here we {ee how utterly
carclefls he was about a fact of the greatelt notoriety,
and eltablifhed by the moft authentic proofs. ¢ Ac-
cording to an account /zid te be written by himfelf,” £5¢. -
Pray mark that expreffion. Had he taken the trouble
@ inform himfelf, he would have found that this ac-
count faid to be written, is really in the Dean’s own
hand-writing, and lodged by his relation Deane Swift
in the library of Dublin College, an account of which
he has publifhed in his Effay on the Life of Swife. In
the 2ift Seftien of thele Memoirs, the Dean fays;
fpeaking of_ himfelf, ¢ He was born in Dablin, on St
Andrew’s day.” In oppofition to this account given
by himlelf, Dr. Johnfon quotes a report from a fecond
hand, communicated to him from Pope through Spence,
x During bis life, the place of bis birth was undetermined.”
On the contrary, [ (ay thac the place of his birth never
admiteed of any doubt, by thole who were defirous of
information on that head; and if the Doétor had cver
locked into his correlpondence, he would have found
that he acknowledged it in feveral of his lecters, ¢ A
svas conteited to be called an Frifpman, by ibe Irifh, but
awould occafronally cail bimfelf an Englifhman”  1In -the
{amie place, where he found that he wonld occalionally
call himfelf an Englhithman, he might have feen the
realon of his doing fo; which was; that ** though drope
in Ireland,” as he himfelf exprefles it, in a letter to
Lord Oxford, he was defcended from Englifh progeni-
tors on both fides, But the Dotor irems to have
thrown this matter into a ftate of doubt, merely to ins
troduce
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troduce the laft fentence; In order to infinuate thé con-
temptible idea he had of Swift, where he fays,—* The
queition may, without much regret, be left in the obfcus
rity in which he delighted to involve it.” Which in
piain Englith would run thus—It is of vety little mo-
ment where the fellow was bern.  As he has been very
exact in (tating the places of their birth in all the other
Lives of his Poets, even thofe of the lower clafs, his
‘marked indifference here is the more firiking. Butit
will be faid,—Is there any man-upon carth that can
have a contemptible idea of Swif;? Yes-—fuch is the
high notion which the Dotor entertains of his own {u-
periority, that he always treated his name with cone
tempt. His common expreffion in talking of him,
was, that Swift was a very fhallow fellow.

* Upon that paflage in Swift’s Life, where it is related
that in the carly part of it, he generally travelied on
foot, and lay at waggoners inns, he has the following
comment. ‘¢ This prattice Lord Orrery imputes to his
innate love of groffnefs and vulgarity : fome may afcribe
it to his defire of furveying human life thro’ all its va-
rieties; and others, perhaps with equal probability, to
3 paflion which feems to have been deep fixed in his

heart, the love of a thilling.” How little ground there
 was for fuch a charge againft Swift, has been amply
fhewn; but that it fhould be authorifed here, by the
fame Writer, who in another place fays,~~ Witl all this
tatk of his covetoulnefs and generofity, it fhould be re-
membered ¢hat be awas never rich,”—can be imputed
only to a {pirit of detraétion. -

Cn another occalion he relates the following anec-
dote: Of bis bumenr, a ftory rold by Pope may aﬁ’or(i
a {pecimen, thus related by Spence. '

Door Swift has an odd, blunt way, that is m:ﬂ:aken
by firangers for ill-nature.—"Tis {o odd that there is no

Gg - defcribing
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delceibing it but by falts. Tl tell you one that frlk
comes into my head. One evening Gay and I wentta
fve him: you know how intimately we were all ac-
quainted.  On our coming in, “ Heyday, gentlemen,
{{ays the Doltor) what’s the meaning of this vificd
How came you to leave all the greac Lords that you
are {o fond of, to come hither to fee a poor Deani™
Becaule we would racher {ee you than any of them. .
< Ay, any one that did not know fo well as I do, mighe
believe you. But fince you are come, 1 mullt get fome
fupper for you, 1 fuppofe.”—No, Doétor, we have [up-
ped already.—< Supped already, that’s impoflible?
why it is not eight o’clock yet.—That’s very {tranged
but, if you had not fupped, 1 muft have got fomething
for you.—Let me fee, what fhould 1 have had? A
couple of lobfters; ay, that would have done very
well ; two fhillings —tarts a fhilling : but you will drink
a glafs of wine with me, though you fupped fo much
‘before your ufual time only to {pare my pocket.”--No,
we had rather talk with you, than drick with you.—
«« But if you had {upped with me, as in all reafon you
ought to have done, you mult then have drask with
me,—A bottle ef wine, two fhillings—two and two is
four, and one is five; juft two and fix-pence a piece.
There, Pope, there’s halfa crown for you, and there’s
another for you, Sir; for [ won’t {ave any thing by you,
1 am determined.”—This was all faid and done with
his ufual ferioufnefs on{uch occafions; and in {pite of
-every thing we could {ay to the contrary, he aClually
obliged us to take the money.”

Tn all this account it is evident that Swift faw into his
friends motive for not {upping with him, which was
the fear of putting him to expence. Their pretending
to have fupped at {o unuival an hour, and afterwards
refufing a glafs of wine, even {uppofing they had fup-

ped,
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ﬁ:ccll, wete full pfoofs of this. It was clear therefore to
im that they had given credit to the comimon report
of his covetoufnefs; and in dirdér to fhew thiat he was
above fich fordid thrift, and to punith them for fuppo~
fing it, by this practical rebuke, he made themundergo
the thame of puttiog into their packets; what would
otherwile have been fpent fn good fellowthips  This
was evidently Swift’s view, though it does not feem to
have occurred te Dr. Johnfon, who relates it only as an
inftance of his 6dd humout.

In his account of the Tile of a Tub, the Doélor
fays,—<¢ That Swift was its author, though it be uni=
verfally believed, was never awned by himfelf, nor very
well proved by any ewtdence.”  Surcly the Dotor has
never {een the letiers that paffed between the Dean and
Ben Tooke, publithed at the begioning of the 11th vo-
{ume of his Works; wherein He not only acknowledges
himlelf the author, but gives directions about the pu-
Blication of another edition, with an Apology prefixed
to ir.

With regard to The Bartle of the Books, he has re-
vived the old charge of Plagiarilin agzinit Swift, in the
following paffuge.  *¢ The Bactle of the Books is fo like
the Cam!)czt des Livress which the fame queftion con-
cerning the Ancients and Moderns had produced in
France, that che improbability of fuch a coincidence of
thoughts without communication, is not; In my opi-
‘nion; balanced by the anonymous proseltation prefixed,
in which all knowledge of the French book is peremp-
torily difowned.”

This charge was fiflt made againft Swifc by Wotton,
in the following words, * I have been affured, that
the Batcle in St James's Library, is, mutatis mutandss,
taken out of a French book, cnmu!ed Combat des
Livres, If 1 mifremember not.” Thus anfwered by

Gga Swifc.
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Swift.  “In which pafﬁgc there are two claufts obfer-
vable : [ bawe ceen affuredy and, if T mifremember not.
I defire firlt to know, whether, 1f' that conjeCture proves
an utter falfehood, thofe two clavfes will be a fufficient
excale for this worthy Critic,  The matter is a trifle;
but would he venture to pronounce at this rate updn
one of greater moment? I know nothing more con-
temptible in 2 Writer, than the charatter ofa plagiary,
which he here [ixes at a venture ; and this not for a pal-
fage, but a whole difcourfe, taken out from another
book, only mutatis mutandis. ‘The Author is as much
in the dark about chis, as the Anfwerer; and will imi-
tate [im by an affirmation at randem ; chat if there be
a word of truth in this reflection, he is a paultry imi«
tating Pedant; and the Anfwerer is a perfon of wit,
manners, and truth. e takes his boldnefs, from ne-
ver having fven any fuch Treatife in his life, nor heard
of it before: and he is fure it is impofiible for two
Writers, of different times and countries, to agree in
their thoughts after fuch a manner, thattwo contmued
diftourfes thall be the {fame, only matatis matcmd:.r
Neither will he infift upon the mittake, in the tite;
bat let the Anlwerer and his friend produce any book
they pleafe, he defies them to thew one fingle particu-
lar, where the judicious reader will affirm he has been
obliged for the imalleft hint, giving only allowance for
the dcculcntal encountering of a (ingle thought, which
he knows may fometimes happen; though he has ne-
~ver yet found jt in that dz{lourﬁ:, nor has hcald it ob-
jected by any bedy elfe.”

Is it poffible to conceive that Swift would have made
fo bold an appeal, if he were not confcious of the truth
of what he advanced, when he might have been fo ea-
fily confuted? Or that Wotton would not have feized
the opportunity, if he had it in his power, of fup-

purting
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porting his charge, to the utcer difgrace of his adver.
fary ? But, fince neither he, nor any one elfe, has ever
made the actempt, is it not aftonithing that the calumny
fhould til! remain? This is a (triking inftance of that
Jevelling principle in mankind, which fwallows with
avidity any flanders propagated to the difadvantage of
exalted chara&ters; for though I have never yet met
with any inortal who had feen fuch a book, yet I have
heard from the mouths of hundreds *¢ thar Swift’s
Battle of the Books was taken from a French book,
called Combat des Livres.”’  Now, though this might be
expected frem the bulk of mankind, on account of the
principle above-mentioned, what fhall we fay when we
find a profefled biographer, bound by every principle
of juftice and humanity to guard the memory of the
dead againft falfe afperfions, become himfelf a particeps
erimints, oy giving his fanétion to a charge, which in
the very face of it carries not the leaft air of truth,
This charge is made by an avowed cnemy, not from
his own knowledge, but from hearfay ; and that too in
the moft guarded wanner ; notwichftanding which fuf-
picious circumfitances, Dr. Johnfon affumes it as a
truth, and forias his dedoltions from it accordingly,
T'he manner in which he “invalidates the anfwer to it,
is moalt curious, and well worthy of the reader’s obfer-
vation; where he fays,—¢ That che improbabiiity of
fuch a coincidence of thoughts, without communica~
tion, [(till you fee taking the fact for granred] is not,
in my opinion, balanced by the anonysmous proteltation
prefixed, in which all knowledge of the French book
is perernptorily difowned.”  Now the only rcafon here
afligned for not giving due credit to this proteftation,
is, that it is eionymons; and in that cafe we are never
to pive credit to any of Swift’s publications, as they
were all anonymous, cxcept his letter to the Karl of
Gg3 Oxford,
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"Oxford. But there is no one who has the leaft know-
ledge of ftyle, that is not as fure that the Apology was
written by Swift, as if he {aw it in his own hand-
writing. Or, if there were any doubr, his letter ta
Tocke proves it beyond all contradiftion. This ig
fuch an inftance of grofs prejudice, and want of
candour, as fhould make the reader cautious how he
gives any credit to the many other mifreprefenta-
tions of this great man’s character, difperfed through-
out the Work,

In fpcaking of Swift’s political writings, he fays,—
¥ But he was now emerging into pelitical controverly;
for the fame year produced the FExaminer, of which
Swift wrote thirty-three Papers. In argument he may
be allowed to have the advantage, £¢. but with regard
to wit,.I am afraid none of Swift’s Papers will be faund
cqual to thofe by which Addifon oppofed bism.”

Here he has thewn a moft thameful ignorance of his
fubje®, by laying that Swift was oppofed by Addifon;
for had he oply turaed to the books, he would have
found that Addifon’s laft Whig Examiner, was publith-
ed Ofober 12, 171c; and Swift’s {irft Examiner on
the 1oth of the following November. So that all this
boafted {pperiority of Addifen over Swift in this fup-
poﬁ:d conteft, falls to the ground; and | believe the
Doctor will find it hard to perfuade the world, that ei-
ther Addifon, or any man that ever lived, was {uperior
to Swift in wit.

On another thining part of Swift’s character, he makes
the following remark, « His difintereftednefs has been
llkew:fe mentioned, &¢. Ide refufed, indeed, fifty
pounds from Lord Oxford, but he accepted afterwards
a draft of a thoufand upen ¢he Exchequer, which was
intercepted by the Queen’s death, and which he re-
figned, as he fays hxmfcif mulia gemens, with many 4

groan.”
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graan”  1n what an invidious light has he placed this
tranfation. But this is a common artifice of malice,
to relate bare facts, without any of the concomitant
circumftances, which may place thofe faéts in a very
different point of view, Asthey are ftated here, the
inference to be drawn, is, that though Swift rejected
the offer of fo paltry a fum as that of fifty pounds,
he was not proof againit fo large a bribe as that of a
thoufand ; and this naturally follows from omitting the
circurnftances of time and occalion.  When Lord Ox-
ford prefented him with a bill for fifty pounds, it was
at an early period of their acquaintance, when Swife
engaged to employ his pen in behalf of the meafures
of thar Miniftry ; and was to be confidered only as an
earnelt of future gratifications of the fame kind, ac-
-cording to his future merits. 'We have feen with what
indignation he rejected this intended favour, and what
refentinent he fhewed at his being thus put on the foor-
ing of a hireling Writer. He afterwards continued his
fervices for near three years without receiving or foli-
citing any reward ; and when at laft ‘the Deanery of
St. Patrick’s was given him, he told Lord Oxford that
he ought to have been put into the clear pofleffion of
it, and not be obliged to borrow money, as he hated
of all things to be in debr, for the necetlary expences
attending his induétion to it. His claim was the
ftronger on the Minifiry for this, as he was not at
all indebted to them for his preferment, which he
owed entirely to the friendfhip of the Duke of Or-
mond. I believe all the world will allow, rhat, had he
received it, this would ‘have beea but a poor rewatd
for all his long and important fervices: and had he
pufhed it, there ¢can be no doubt burt that it would have
been obtained. But finding his firft hint neglected by
~ 1ord Oxford, he {corned to prefs it any farther; and

' Ggg the
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the order on the Exchequer was made out without his
participation, as has been thewn before, pnder the thort
Adminiftration of Lord Bolingbroke. The latter part
of the fentence— and which he refigned, as he fays
bim{elf, multa gemens, with many a groan,”—is written
in the fame fpirit with the reft: for it is evident from
the whole turn of the letter which contains this palfage,
that Swift ufed this pbrafe jocofely, which the Doftor
chooies to take in 3 ferious light, and tranflate literally.
Tt was impoflible indeed that he could have the lealt
folicitude abour it at the time this etter was writ, in
the year 1726, fourteen years after he had received che
prder, which he never thought of prefenting. For
though it is highly probable, from the great favour
which he then ftood in with the Princefs, and the civi]
receptipn he met with even at St. James’s, that upen
proper application he might have been paid the de-
mand, ta which he had an equitable right; yer he
fcorned 1o owe any obligatien to a Minifter, of whofe
meafures he fo entirely difapproved.  And that this
was his way of thinking is fully proved by a letter writ-
ten to Dir, Sheridan abeout the fame time, where he
fays,— Tell the Archdeacon that [ pever atked for -
rny thoufand pound, which he heard I have gor; al-
though I mentioned 1t to the Princels the laft time I
faw her, but I hid her te]ll Walpoie I {torned to afk
him for ic.” '
But of all the charges brought againft Swift, there
1s ong of the moft malignant nature, which has never '
even been hinted at by any other Writer; andis utrerly
pofupported by any evidence. It is contaired in the
following paflage. ¢ Swift was popular a while by an-
other mode of beneficence. He fet afide fome hun-
dreds to be Jent in fmail {ums to the poor, from five
{1‘1 Emo's, I think, to five pounds. Fle took no iate-
refty
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, relt, and only required that at repayment, afmall fee
fhould be given to the accomptant; but he required
that the day of promifed payment fhould be exaltly
kept. A fevere and pun&ilious temper is ill qualified
for tranfaftions with the poor; the day was often bro-
ken, and the loan was not repaid. This might have
been eafily forefeen; but for rhis Swift had made no
provifion of patience or pity. He ordered his debtors
to be fued. A {evere creditor has no popular charac-
ter; what then was likely to be faid of him who em-
ploys the catchpoll under the appearance of charity ?
The clamour againft him was loud, and the refentment
of the populace outrageous; he was therefore forced
to drop his fcheme, and own the folly of expeéting
punétuality from the poor.”

Now I do affert, from my own knowledge, that there
is pot one {yllable of truth in this whole account, from
the beginning ro the end. 1 have before fhewn whar
wift precautions Swift took ro prevent any diminution
of this fund; which were {o effeftual, that it held out
entire to the 1alt, and the circulation of it continued
unimpaired, till he was deprived of his underftanding ;
as numbers of families, who now live in credit, and
who originally owed their eftablifhment to what was
horrowed {rom that fund, can atteft. From his firft
feuing out in this paflage, we fee how willing the Doc-
ror was to depreciate this noble charity, where he fays,---
+¢ e fet afide fomne hundreds ro be lent in finall fums
1o the poor, from five thillings, I think, to five pounds.”
Some hundreds, may mean two or three hundred ; had
he confulred any of his Memoir Writers, he would have
found that the {um was five hundred pounds; and that
it was lent out, not in fmall fums from five fhillings ta
five pounds, but from five pounds to ten. And thongh
the Dactor has guarded his paluy fum of five fhil

' ' lings,
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lings, with an—1 think—what apology can be made for
eanjeture, where certainty was {o eafily co be obrained.
As to the cruelty he s charged with to his poor debt-
ars, whatever report of that fort may have been raifed
in London, it certainly never was heard of in Dubling
But when he adds, that, on this account, * The cla-
mour again(t him was loud, and the refeatment of the
populace outragecus”—one cannot help being aftonifh-
ed at fo confident an aflestion, againft a fack of fuch
pubkic notoriety : for cven the worft maligners of the
TYean allow that no man ever poffefled the love of the
populace to {o high a degree; and it is well known in
Publin, that no part of his conduét ever gained him
fo mruch popularity, as this well devifed, well managed
charity. If the Doctor had any autherity for this grofs
mifreprefentation, he ovght to have produced it; other
wile the feandal may be browght home to himfelf,
The fcandal not only of attempting to deprive Swift
of the merit of {uch 2 noble inftitution, but by foch
mifreprefentagion, to place his character in 2 moft odious
Light.

But of all the inftances that occur threughout this
wotk, of the ftrong bias in the Doltor’s mind, 10 place
every thing with regard o Swift in the worlt light, no
one is more remarkable than the zccount he gives of
the forged letters fent to the Queen in the Dean’s
name, to be found in the following paflage; where
speaking of the Queen, he fays,—% I know not whe-
ther the had not, in her turn, fome reafon for com-
plaint. A letter was {ent her, not fo. much entreating,
as requiring her patronage of Mrs. Barber, an ingenious
¥rithwoman, whoe was then begging fubferiptions for
her Poems.  To this letter was {fubfcribed the name of
Swilt, and it bas all the appearances of bis didiion and
Senriments ; but it was not written in his hand, and had

fomg
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fome little improprieties, 'When he was charged with
this letter, he laid hold of the inaccuracies, and urged
the improbability of the accufation ; but never denied
ity he fhuffles between cowardice and veracity, and
talks big when he fays nothing.” In anfwer to which,
I am tempred to lay before the reader Swift’s defence
of himfelf, though fet down in a former place, left ic
might have efcaped his obfervation. To a letter from
his friend Pope, inclofing one of thofe forged ones, he
makes the following reply. *° As for thofe three letters
you mention, fuppofed all to be written by me to the
Queen, on Mrs. Barber’s account, efpecially the letrer
which bears my name, I can only {ay that the appre-
henfions one may be apt to have of a friend’s doing a
foolifh thing, is an effect of kindnefs ; and God knows
who is free from playing the fool fometime or other,
But in fuch a degree, as to write to the Queen, who
hath ufed me il without any caufe, and to write in fuch
a manner as the lerter you fent me, and in fuch a ftyle,
and to have fuch 2 zeal for one almoft 2 ftranger, and
to make fuch a defcription of a woman, as to prefer
her before all mankind ; and to inftance it as one of the
greatelt grievances of Ireland, that her Majefty hath
not encouraged Mrs., Barber, 2 woollen-draper’s wife
declined in the world, becaufe [he bath 3 knack of ver-
fifying ; was, to fuppofe, or fear, a folly fo tranfcend-
ent, that no man could be guilty of, who was nort fit
for Bedlam. You know the letter you fent inclofed is
not my hand, and why I fhould difguife, and yer fign,
my name, 1s unaccountable.—If the Queen had notan
_ inclination to think ill of me, fhe knows me too well
to believe in ber own heare that § fhould be fuch a cox-
comb,” &, And in his letcer to Mrs. Howard upon
the fame fubje, he thus exprefles himfelf. <1 find,
from feveral inftances, that I am under the Queen’s dif-

3 _ pleafure;
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pleafure; and, as it is ufual among Princes, ‘without
any manner of rcafon. I am told there were three fet-
ters fent to her Majefty in relation to one Mrs, Barher,
who s naw in London, and foliciting for a fubfeription
to her Poems. It feems the Queen thinks that thefe
Jetters were written by me; and [ fvorn to defend my-
feif, even to her Majefty, grounding my fcorn upon the
opinion I had of her jultice, her tafte, and good fenfe:
efpecially when the laft of thofe letters, whereof [ have
jult received the original from Mr. Pope, was figned
with my name : and why I fhould difguife my hand,
which you know very well, and yct write my name, is
both ridiculous and unaccountable.” Now, I appeal
to the reader whether it was poflible for a man to have
made a ftronger defence againft fuch a charge. Strong-
er indeed than was at all neceflary on the occafion, as
it was foon difcovered to be 2 trick of fome enemy to
render him ridiculous; and left all credit at Court; as
we find by an an{wer to the above letter from Lady Suf-
folk, in which fhe railltes the Dean with great fpright-
linefs. ¢ Think of my joy to hear you fufpeéted of
folly ; think of my pleafure when 1 entered the lift for
your juftification! Indeed I was a lirtte difconcerted to
find Mr. Pope took the fame fide; for I would have had
the man of wit, the dignified divine, the Irith Drapier
have found no friend, but the filly woman and the
Courtier. . ... Now, to my mortification, I find every
body inclined to think you had no hand in writing thefe
letters.”

This impotent attack upon the Dean, we find, was
ftifled 1n its birth, What fhall we fay then to the at-
terupt made by Dr. Johnfon to revive it at this diftance
of time, in order to level him with the loweft of man-
kind, by three grofs imputations, each of which is ut-
terly incompatible with the whole of his character?

And
5
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And thele are, no lefs than folly, falthood, and cow-
ardice. Folly in the extreme, in f{uppeoling him to
write {uch letters, as could only reflect difgrace on him.
felf, without any aflignable motive for his doing fo:
falfhood of the worlt kind, as prevaricarion is worfe
than lying; and cowardice in not daring to own whas
he had done. 'Who is there that knows. any thing of
Swift, his utter abhorrence of every {pecies of falfhoad ;
his courage to {peak the truth in the facc of Majelty,
with the {ame freedom as before the meaneft fubjedt;
but muft be thocked at the avdacity of the man, who
dared to fay of him,---“ He thuflles between cowardice
and veracity, and talks big when he fays nothing.”
The only reafons afligned by the Doctor for his be.
lieving that the letters were really written by $wift, are

_thtfc.

i1ft. T'o this letter was fubfcribed the name of Swift,
and it bas all the appearances of bis diflion and fentiments.
Now [ will appeal to any one of tafte acquainted with
Swift's diyle, whether there ever was a more clumfy
imitation attempted, both with regard to thoughts and
exprefiion. It bears indeed as little refemblance to his,
as one of Overton’s wooden prints, to the copper-plate
of Hogarth,
2d, When he was charged with this letter, he laid
hold of the inaccuracies, and urged the improbability
of the accufation, fut never denied it.” That is to fay,
becaufe Swift does not in exprefs terms fay, < Idid
not write thofe letters,”---therefore he does not deny it.
But his indignation at {o bafe a charge was too great to
anfwer it only by a fimple dental; to his {riend Pope he
refutes it by fuch forcible arguments, as thewed the im-
pofibility of his being capable of {fuch an egregious
piece of folly, unlefs, as he exprefles it, he were fit for
Bedlam. ¢ To the Queen indeed {(as he nobly fays)
1 fecorn
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1 fecorn to defend myfelf; grounding my (corn upott
the opinion 1 had ef her juitice, her tafte, and good
fenfe.”

While the Doétot was malicioufly endcavourmg to

fix the ftain of a bafe prevarication on Swift; he did
not forefec that the charge—

Would, like a devilith engine; back recoil
Upon himfelf, MirTox,

Tor, as it is 4 received opinion in the world, that met
judge of others by themfelves, there is ng one who [ces
{o vile an imputation, thrown on {o exalted a charac=
ter, upon fuch bad grounds, but will fuppofe the Dot-
tor capable of acting in that manner himfclf undef
fimilar circumftances.

It were a tedious bufinefs to follow the Doétot
through many other paflages equally réprehenfible;
but by thofe which 1 have already expofed, [ have
thewn how litde credit is to be given to the rett.  All
candid readers of the other Lives written by this Bio~
erapher, will fee how envioufly he has endeavoured to
depreciate the Characters, or Works, of men of the
greatelt genius, and to exalt others of litcle fame,  Of
this he has given a remarkable inftance in the very
next Life to that of Swift, which may be confidered a3
an antidote to his poifon. 'What will pofterity fay whei
they fve the Life of Ssvage extended te donble the
rnumber of pages occupicd by that of Swift 7 When
they fhall find the Writings of the one, net a lirie of
which will probably defcend to them, highly extolled;
and the Works of the immortal Swift, «ither tona
demned, or flightly praifed ? When they fhall fee every
art vfed to palliate the actions of one of the worft of
men, znd place his charaéter in the moflt favourable

lighe;
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Yight; and all che ingenuity of malice exerred to mif-
reprefent the condudt, and vilify the character of one
of the beft? But whatever peins the Doétor may have
taken in drawing all thele portraits of our Poets, they
will never be confidered as likenefles ; except his own,
which he has unwarily handed down to future ages, in
fuch ftrong featuces, that the refemblance never can be
doubted.

In oppofition to all the maligners of Swift, moft of
whom were fuch—

As either knew bis faculties or peyfon—SHAKES.

1 fhall oppofe the teftimony of two men, who were of
his intimate acquaintance for more than twenty years,
Dr. Delany, and Dr. Stopford. The firft concludes
his anfwer to Lord Qrrery in the following manner.

« My Lord, when you confider Swift's {ingular, pe-
culiar, and moft variegated vein of wit, always in-
tended rightly, aithough not always rightly diretted;
delightful in many infances, and falutary, even where
it is mof offenfive ; avher you conlider his {trit truth,
his fortitude in refiting oppreflion, and arbitrary
power; his fidelity in fricndfbip ; his fincere love andd
geal for religion ; his uprightnefs in making right res
folutions, and his fteady adhercnce to them: his care,
of his church, its choir, its wconomy, and its lncome ¢
his attention to all thofe that preached ia his Cathedral,
in order to their amendment in pronunciation and ftyle;
as alfo his remarkable attention to the intereft of his
fucceflors, preferably to his own prefent emoluments ;
his invincible patriotifim, even to a country which he
did not love; his very various, well-devifed, well
judged, and extenfive charities, throughout his lkife s
-and his whole fortune conveyed to the fame Chnftian

purpofes
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purpofes at his death: charities, from which he could
enjoy no honour, advantage, or fatisfaction of any
kind, in this world.

When you confider his ironical and humourous, as
well as his ferious fchemes for the promation of true
religion and virtue; his fuccels in foliciting for the firft
fruits and twenticths, to the unlpeakable benefit of the
cltablithed Church of Ireland ; and bis felicity (to rate
it no higher) in giving occafion to the building of
fifty new churches in London.

Al this confidered, the charalter of his Life will
appear like that of his Writings, they will both bear
to be re-conlidered, and re-examined with the utmoft
atgention ; and will always difcover new beauties and
excellencies, upon every examination.

They will bear to be confidered as the Sun, in whuh
the brightnefs will hide the blemithes; and whenever
petulant ignorance,. pride, malice, malignity, or envy
interpofs, to cloud, or fully his fame, 1 will take up--
on me to pronounce the eclipfe will not Iaft long,

To conclude.—-No man ever deferved better of any
country, than Swiftdid of his. A (teady, perfevering,
inflexible friend : a wife, a watchful, and a faithful
Counfellor under many fevere trials, and bitter perfe-
tﬁtions, to the manifelt hazard both of his liberty and
fortune.

He lived a blefling, he died a benefaétor, and his
rame will ever live an honour to Jreland.”

The other was written in Latin, by Dr. Stopford,
Bithop of Cloyne; a man inferior to none of his time
in learning, benevolence, and piety ; adorned wich all
the qualities that conflitote the fcholar, the gentleman,
and the Chriftian.  Swift, on an early acquaintance,
foon diftinguithed fo excellent a charater, rook him
into his confidence, became his patron, and never cea-

fed
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fed his good offices till, from a junior fellow the of Col-
“lepe, he raifed him to that high rank, (@ {uited to his
merit.  The good Bithop, who always acknowledged
that he owed every ftep of his preferment entirely to
Swift, paid the following tribute to the memory of his
deceafed friend and benefaltor.

MEMORIZA ]IONATH., Swirt, 3.

£\ UEM vivum ex animo coluit, amico lceat mor-
Q tuum dcﬁere, atque hoe quaiicunque fungi mu-
here.

A.C. 1745 Oétobris die 19 obiit ]om\-r}mm SwiFT
Decanus Feclefia Cathedralis Santi Patricit Dublini-
enfis ; vixic annos feptuarrmta feptem, decem menfes,
19 dies. :

Vir ultra quam homini conceffum videtur, maximis
erpatus virtutibus.  Vires ingenti mirand®’ podus,
fuam 2 quoTuam exop:aada:; quas excreuin pracipué
in politicis & poetica. : . -

Incorraptus inter pefimos motes ; magni atque con-
flantis animi; libertatis femper ftudioGffimus, atq; nofe
i reipublice fatus, a Gothis r.p’_londam fapiencer infti-
tutl, Jaudator perpetuus, propugnator acerrtmus. Cu.
Jus tamen formam, ambitu & largitione adeo fedatam
ut vix nunc digholci pofﬁt, -f&fpin!s indignabundus plo-
rabar.

Patrizz amore flagrans fortem Hmcrmqs quotles de-
flevit ! quoties laboranti fubvenit! Tellis epiftole ille
pupquam iotericur®, quibus, infulam mwiferé labantem,
jamque juga ahenea fubeuntem, erexit, confirmavit;
impits intmicorum conatibus fortiter iufractis, proftratis.

Privatam {i inipicias vitam, cum ilio gratias, lepo-
es, fales interiifle dicas; quibus {vaviffime fermones

Hh : conditi,
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conditl, fummo tamen cum decore, utpote cul unicd
propofitum, quod verum, quod decens, amicis & ci-
vibus {uis affidue commendare.

Nec levier flagitiorum vindex, fraudes, ambitionent,
avaritiam, dictis acerrimé laceravir, exemplo felicirer
opprefiit. _

Frega bonos comis, Liberalis, pius, commodis ami~
corum anxi¢ inferviens; pro pauperibus femper follici-
tus; quorum egeftant in hac urbe mire confuluit, pecu.
nif mutuo datd infimis artificum, in ratd, eique exigua
portionr per {eptimanas rependenda, unde muld pau-
pertati jam {uccumbentes, fefe paulatim expedierunt.

Idetn, abftinentiz exemplar antiquum, parce gy
durtter rem familiarem adminiftravit 3 qualg; Gbi inu-
tiles fpernebat opes, fedolo tamen comparatas, domui
hofpirali condendie, moriens magnifice legavit: ubi
idiote & lunaticy, collati muneris ignari, pig fermper -
tractarentur,.

Hic vir, tantus, talilque, qui vividis ingenii viribus
longé genus humanum fuperabat, a civibus ingratis div
negleltus, magnatum invidiam [oepivs, gratiam vix un-
quam cxpertus, triging duos annos Jatuit in Hiberni,
nullo ultra decanatum - infignitus titulo; quod tamen
illi pro votis accidifle inter amicos conitat, quippe cut
femper in ore erat; Nontam referre, quo genere hono-
rum {is ornatus, quam a quibus & inter quos.

“I'andem fenio, atq; intolerandis capitis doloribus
confeétus, mente, memoria, fenlu paulatim deficienti-
bus, jamq; penitus extinétis, per quatwor pofiremos
vite annos, Inter mocrentes amicos mortous vixit
guem taien omnl laude digniflimum rite confecran:
divina ingenit lumina,

I fhall clofe my account of this extraordinary man,
with laying optn onc leading part of his charalter,
which
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which may ferve as a cluc to the whole, He was per-
haps the mott difintereted man that ever lived, No
felfith motive ever influenced any part of his conduét.
He loved virtue for its own fake, and was content it
fhould be its own reward, The means to arrive at
rank, fortune, and fame, the three great objeéts of
purfuit in other men, though all thrown in his way,
he ucrerly defpifed, fadsfied with having deferved them.
The fame principle operated equally on the author, as
on the man; as he never put his name to his Works,
nor had any folicitude abouc them, afeer they had once
made their appearance in the world. The laft a& of
his life fhewed how far he made this a rule of condué,
in his choice of the charity to which he bequeathed his
fortunc ; leaving it for the fupport of ldiots and Lu-
natics, beings that could never know their benefactor,

Upon the whole, when we confider his character as
a man, perfellly free from vice, with few frailties, and
fuch exalted virtues; and as an author, poflefled of
fuch uncommon talents, fuch an original vein of hu-
mour, fuch an inexhauftible fund of wit, joined to fo
clear and folid an underftanding ; when we behold thefe
two charaéters united in onc and the fame perfon; per-
haps it will not be thought too bold an affertion, to
fay, thac his parallel is not to be found either in the
- hiftory of ancient or modern times.

THE END

11he A Pa
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"ANECDOTES

OF THE

FAMILY or SWIFT.
A FRAGMENT.
Written by Dr. SwirT.

The original Manuferipe in his own Hand is lodged
in the Univerfity Library of DusLin.

THE family of the Swifts was ancient in York-
fhire; from them defcended a noted perfon,
who pafled vnder the name of Cavaliero Swift, a man
of wit and humour. He¢ was made an Irifh Peer by
King James or King Charles the Firly, with the title of
Baron Carlingford, but never was in that kingdom.
Many traditional pleafant (ories are related of him,
winch the family planted in Ireland hath received from
their parents.  This Lord died without iffue male;
and his heirefs, whether of che frft or fecond defcent,
was married to Robert Flelding, E{q; commonly called
handfome Fielding; fhe brought him a confiderable
eftace in Yorkfhive, which he fquandered away, but
had no children; the Farl of Eglington married ano-
ther coheirefs of the fame faniily, as he hath often
told me.

Arother
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Another of the fame family was Sir Edward Swift,
well known in the times of the great rebellion and
ufurpation, but I am ignorant whether he left heirs or
not. "

Of the other branch, whereof the greatelt part
fertled in Ireland, the founder was William Swift,
Prebendary of Canterbury, towards the laft years of
Queen Elifabeth, and during the reign of King James
the Firlt. He was a Divine of fome diftinétion : there
is a fermon of his extant, and the title is to be feen in
the catalogue of the Bodleian Library, but 1 never
could get a copy, and I fuppofe it would now be of
little value, .

This William married the heirefs of Philpot, [ fup-
pofe a Yorkfhire Gentdeman, by whom he gota very
confiderable eftate, which however fhe kept in her own
pewer; I know not by what artifice.  She was a ca-
pricious, ill-natured and paffionate woman, of which
1 have been told leveral inflances. And it hath been
a continual tradition in the family, that the abiolutely
difinherited her only fon Thomas, for no greater crime
than that of robbing an orchard when he was a boy.
And thus much is certain, that excepe a church or
chapter Jeale, which was not renewed, Thounas never
enjoyed more than one hundred pounds a year, which
was™all at Goodrich, in Herefordthire, whereof not
above one half is now in the pofleffion of a great-
great grandfon.

His original pifture is now in the hands of Godwin
Swift, of Dublin, Efq; his great grandfon, as well as
that of his wile’s, who ferins to have a good deal of
the threw in her countenance; whofe arms of an
heirefs are joined with his own ; and by the lalt he
feems to have been a perfon fomewhat fantaltick ; for
in thefe he gives as his device a dolphin (in thole days

I h g called
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called a Swift) twifted about an anchor, with this
motto, Feffinag Lente, '

There 1s likewife a feal with the fame coat of arms
(his not joined with his wife’s) which the faid William
commonly made vfe of, and this is alfo now in the pol-
{cffion of Godwin Swift above mentioned,

His eldeft fon Thomas feems to have been a Clergy-
man before his father’s death. e was Vicar of Good-
rich, in Herefordfhire, within a mile or twa of Rofs;
he had likewife another church living, with about one
bundred pounds a year in land, as I have already men-
tioned. e built a2 houfe on his own land in the vil~
lage of Goodrich ; which, by the architeéture, denotes
the builder 1o have been fomewhat whimfical and fine
gular, and very much towards a proje&or.  The houfe
15 above a hundred years old, and fill in good repair,
inhabited by a tenant of the female line, but the land-
lord, a young Gentleman, lives upon his own eftate in
Ireland. _

This Thomas was diftinguithed by his courage, as
well as his loyalty o King Charles the Firft, and the
fufferings he upderwent for that Prince, more than any
perion of his coundition in England.  Some hiftorians
of thofe times relate feveral particulars of what he acted,
and what hardfhips he underwent for the perfon and
cavfe of that bleffed martyr’d Prince. He was plun-
dered by the Roundheads fix and thirty times, fome
fay above fifty. He engaged his fmall eftate, and ga-
thered all the money he could get, quilted it in his
waittcpar, got off to a town held for the King, where
being oiked by the Governor, who knew him well,
what he could do for his Majefly? Mr. Swift faid, he
waould give the King his coar, and, ftripping it off,
prefented it to the Governor 3 who rjbfefving it to be
worth tetle, Mr, Swift fud, then ke my wai-fccoat-__

“he
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he bid the Governor wclgh itin his hand, who ordericg
it to be ripped, found it lined with three hundrtd
broad pieces of gold, which as it proved a feafonable
relief, mufl be allowed an. extraorcdinary fupply from a
private Clergyman with ten childeen, of a fmall eftate,
fo often plundered, and foon after turned oyt of his
livings 1n the church.

At another time being informed that three hundred
horfe of the rebel party intended in a week to pafs over
a certain river, upon an attemps againft the Cavaliers,
Mr. Swift having a head mechanically toraed, he con-
trived certain pieces of iron with three fpikes, whereof
one muft always be with the point apwards: he placed
them gver night in the ford, where he received notice
that the rebels would pafs early the next morning, which
they accordingly did, and loft two hundred of their
men, who were drowned or tiod 1o death by the falling
of their horfes, or torn by the {pikes,

His fons, whereof four were fecttled in Ireland (dri-
ven thither by their fufferings, and by the death of their
father) related many other paflages, which they learned
either from their father himfelf, or from what had been
told them by the moft credible perfons of Hereford-
fhire, and forme neighbouring counties; and which
fome of thofe fons often told to their children; many
of which are ftill remembered, bur many more for-
goL

e was deprived af both his church livings fooner
than moft other loyal Clergymen, upon account of his
fuperiof zeal for the King’s canfe, and his eftate fequefs
tered. His preferments, at leaft that of Goodiich,
were given to a fanatical faint, who ferupled not, how-
ever, to conform upon the Refioration, and lived many
years, | think cll after the Revolution: I have feen
smany perfons at Goodrich, who knew and told me his
pame, which I cansot now remember.

Hha The
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The Lord Treafurer Oxford told the Dean chat he
had among his father’s (Sir Edward Harley’s) papers,
{everal leteers from Mr. Thomas Swilt writ in thofe
times, which he promifed to give to the grandfon,
whofe life T am -now'-v\:*riting-, but never going to his
houfe in Herefordihire while he was Treafurer, and
the Queen’s death happening in three days after his re-
moval, the Dean went to Ireland, and the Earl being
tried for his life, and dying while the Dean was in Ire-
and, he could never ger them.

Mr. Thomas Swift died in the year 1658, and in the
61d year of his age: hig body lies under the alear at
Goodrich, with a thore inferipuion. He died abouttwo
years before the return of King Charles the Second,
who by the recommendation of fome prelates had pro-
mifed, i ever God fhould reftore him, that he would
promote Mr. Swift in the church, and other ways re-
ward his family, for his extraordinary fervices and zeal,
and perfecutions in the royal caufe;. but My, Swift’s.
merit died with himfelf.

He left ten fons and three or four daughters, moft
of which lived 1o be ‘men and women : his eldeft fon
Godwin Swift, of the Inner-Temple, Efg; (fo ftiled
by Guillem the herald; in whofe book the family is de-
feribed ag large) was [ think called to the bar before
the Reftoration. Ide married a relation of the oid
Marchionefs of Ormond, and vpon that account, as
well as his father's loyalty, the old Duke of Ormond
made him his actorney-general in the palatinate of
Tipperary, e had four wives, one of which, to the
great offence of Iis family, was coheirefs to Admiral
Deane, who was onc of the Regicides. Godwin left
feveral childrer, who have all eltates., He was an ill-
pleader, but perhaps a little too dexteraus in the fubtie
paiis of the law,

The
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“The fecond fon of Mr. Thomas Swift was called by
the {ame name, was bred at Oxford, and took orders.
He married the eldeft daughter of Sir William D’Ave-
nant, but died young, and left only one fon, who was
alfo called Thomas, and is now Reéor of Putenham
in Surry,  His widow lived long, was extremely poor;
and in part fupported by the famous Dr. Sourh, who
had beer her hufband’s intimate friend.

The reft of his fons, as far as I can call to mind,
were Mr, Dryden Swift, called fo after the name of his
mother, who was a near relation to Mr, Dryden the
Poer, William, Jonathan, and Adam, who all lived
and died in Ireland; but none of them left male 1fve
except Jonathan, who befide a daughter left one fon,
born feven months after his father’s death; of whole
life 1 intend to write a few memorials. .

J.5.D.D. and D. of St. P » was the only fon
of Jonathan Swift,y who was the feventh or eighth fon
of Mr. Thomas Swift above mentioned, fo eminent for
his loyalty and his fufferings. - '

His father died young, about two years after his mar-
riage: he had fome employments and agencies; his
death was much lamented on account of his reputation
for integrity, with a tolerable good underftanding.

He married Mrs. Abigail Erick, of Leicefterthire,
defcended from the molt ancient family of the Ericks,
who derive their hneage from FErick the Forefter, a
great commander, who raifed an army to oppofe the
invafion of William the Conqueror, by whom he was
vanquifhed, but afterwards employed to command that
Prince’s forces; and in his old age retired to his houle
in Leicelterfhire, where his family hath continued ever
fince, but declining every age, and are now in the con-
dition of very private gentlemen.

 This marriage was on both fides very indifcreet, for
hia wife brovght her bhufband littde or no forfune ; and
lits
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bis death happening fo fuddenly, before he could make
a fufficient eftablifhment for his family, his fon (not
then born) hath often been heard 1o fay, that he felt
the conlequences of that marriage, not only thraugh
the whole courfe of his education, but during the
greatell part of his life.

He was born in Dubhn, on St. Andrew’s day; and
when he was a year old, an event happened to him that
feerns very unufual; for his nurle, who was a woman
of Whitehaven, being under an abfolute nécefficy of
feeing one of her relations, who was then extremely
fick, and from whom fhe expected a legacy ; and being
extremely fond of the infant, fhe ftole him on fhip-
board unknown to his mother and wuncle, and carried
him with her to Whitehaven, where he continued for
almoft three years, For, when the macter was difco-
vered, his mother fent orders by all means not to ha-
zard a fecond voyage, till he could be bettter able to
bear it. T'he nurfe was {o careful of him, that before
he returned he had learnt to fpell ; and by the time
that he was five years old, he could read any chapter
in the bible.

After his return to Treland, he was f(ent at ﬁx years
vears old to the fchool of Kilkenny, from whence at
fourteen he was admitted into the univerfity at Dublin ;
where by the ill treatment of his nearelt relations, he
was fo difcouraged and fupk in his {pirits, that he too
much neglected fome parts of his academick ftudies:
for which he had no great relifh by nature, and turned
‘himfelf to reading hiftory and poetry; fo that when
the thme came for taking his degrees of Baichelor, al-
though he had lived with great regularity and due ob-
fervance of the ftatutes, he was flopped of his degaree
for dulnefs and infufficiency; and at laft hardly admit-
-zzd in a manner, little to his credir, which is cailed in

3 - thas
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that college, fpeciali gratia. And this difcreditable
mark, as I am told, ftands upon record in their college
regiftery.

The troubles then breaking out, he went to his mo-
ther, who lived in Leicefter; and after continuing there
fome months, he was received by Sir William Temple,
whofc father had been a great friend to the family, and
who was now retired to his houfe called Moor-park, near
Farnham in Surry, where he continued for abour two
years: for he happened before twenty years old, by a fur-
feit of fruit, to contratt a giddinefs and coldnefs of fto-
mach, that almoft brought him to his grave; and this -
diforder purfued him with intermiffions of two or thice
years to the end of his life, Upon this occafion he re-
turned to Ireland, by advice of phyficians, who weakly
imagined that his native air might be of fome vfe to re-
cover his health s but growing worfe, he foon went back
to Sir William Temple ; with whom growing into fome
confidence, he was often trufted with marters of great
importance. King William had a high efteem for Sir
William Temple by a long acquaintance, while that
Gentleman was Ambaflador and Mediator of 2 general
peace at Nimeguen, The King foon after his expedition
to England, vifired his old friend often at Sheen, and
took his advice in affairs of greateft confequence, But
Sir William Temple, weary of living {0 near London,
and refolving to rctire to a more private fcene, bought an
eftate near Farnham in Surry, of about 100!, ayear,
where Mr. Swift accompanied him.

About that time a bill was brought into the Houfe of
Commons for Triennial Parliaments; againtt which, ths
King, who was a {tranger to our Coaftitution, was very
averle, by the advice of fome weak peaple, who perfuaded
the Farl of Portland, that King Charles the Firft loft his
crown and life by confenting to pafs fuch a bill, T h{a

' Farl,
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Earl, who was a weak man, came down to Moor-park,
by his Majefty’s orders, to have Sir William Temple’s
advice, who faid much to fhew him the miftake. But
hie continved ftill to advife the King againft paffing the
bill. Whercupon Mr., Swift was {ent to Kenfington
with the whele zccount of that macter in writing, to con-
vince the King and the Earl how il they were informed.
He toid the harl to whom he was referred by his Majef=
ty (and pave it in wrmng) that the ruin of King Charles
the Firft was not owing to his paffing the Triennial Bill,
which did not hinder him from diffolving any Parlizment,
but to the pafling of another bill, which put it out of
his power to diffolve the Parliament then in being, with-
out the confent of the Houfe. Mr. Swift, who was well
verfed in Englith hiftory, zlthough he was then under
twenty-one years old, gave the King a thert account of
the matter, but 2 more large one to the Farl of Port-
land ; but all in vain ; for the King, by ill advifcrs, was
prevailed upon to refule pafiing the Lill,  This was the
firft time thac Mr. Swift had any converle with courts,
and he told his fricnds it was the Grft incident that helped
to cure him of vanity. The confequence of this wrong
flep in his Majefly was very unhappy 5 for it put that
Trince under a neceflity of introducing thofe people cal-
led Whigs into power and employments, in order to pa-
cify them. For, although it be held a part of the King’s
prerogative to refule paffing a bill, yet the learned in the
Jaw think otherwife, from that expreliion ufed at the co-
ronation, wherein the Prince obligeth himfclf to confent
to all laws, gras vulgus elegeriz.

Mr. Swift lived with him (Sir Willizm Temple) fome
fime, but refolving to fettle hlmfc]fm‘ﬁ)me way of liv-
ing, was inclined to take orders. However, although
his fortune was very fmall, he had a fcruple of entering
into the church merely for fupport, and Sir Willtam

Tempig
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Teniple then being Mafter of the Rolls in Ireland, offer-
ed him an cmploy of abour 120l a year in that office 4
whereupon Mr. Swift tcld him, that fince he had now an
opportenity of living without being driven into the church
for a maintenance, he was refolved to go to Ireland and
take holy orders. 1le was recommended to the Lord
Capel, then Lord Deputy, who gave him a Prebend in
the notth, worth about 100l a year, of which growing
weary in a few months, he rerurned ro England, refigned
his living in favour of a friend, and continucd in Sic
William Temple’s houfe oll the death of that great man,
who befides a legacy, left him the care and truft and ad-
vantage of publifhing his polthumaous wrirings.

Upon this event Mr. Swift removed to London, and
applied by petitton 10 King William, upon the claim
of a promife his Majelty had made to Sir William Tem-
ple, that lie would give Mr. Swift a Prebend of Canter-
bury or Weltminfter. The Earl of Rumney, who pro-
felled much friendfhip for him, promifed to [econd his
petition ; but as he was an old, vicious, illiterate rake,
without any fenfe of truth or honour, fuid not a word w0 -
the King,  And Mr, Swift, after long attendance in vain,
thought it better to comply with an invitation given him
by the Earl of Betkley to attend him to Ireland, as his
Chaplain and private Sccretary 3 his Lord(hip having
been appointed one of the Lords Juftices of that king~
dom, [@le attended his Lordihip, who landed near Wa-
terford, and Mr. Swift adled as Sccretary during the
whole journey to Dublin,  But another perfon had fo far
jnfinuated himfelf into the EarPs favour, by telling him
that the pelt of Secrerary was not proper for a Cl-*u_xy_w-
man, nor would be of any advartage to one, who only
aimed at church preferivents ; that his Lordthip, after a
poor apelogy, gave that office to the other. J

Ip
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In forme months the Deanery of Derry fell vacant, and
it was the Earl of Berkley’s turn to difpofe of ir. Yet
things were fo ordered, that the Secretary having receiv-
ed a bribe, the Deanery was difpofed of to another, and
Mr. Swift was put off with fome other church-livings not
worth above a third part of that rich Deanery; and at
this prefent not a fixth. The excufe pretended was
his being too young, although he were then shirty
year: old.

Dr,
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N the name of GOD, Amen. 1 JonaTHan Swirt,

Doltor in Divinity, and Dean of the Cathedral
Church of St. Patrick, Dublin, being at this prefent of
found mind, although weak in body, do here make my
Ialt will and reftament, hereby revoking all my former
wills,

Iprimis. 1 bequeath my foul to God, (m humble
hopes of his mercy through Jefus Chrift) and my body
to the carth.  And I defice that my body may be buried
in the great ifle of the faid Cathedral, on the fouth fide,
under the pillar next to the monument of Primate Nar--
ciffus Marfh, three days after my deceale, as privately
as poffible, and at twelve o'clock at night: and, that a

lack marble of feet fquare, and feven feet from
the ground, fixed to the wall, may be erefted, with the
following infeription in hrge letters, deeply cut, and
ftrongly gilded.  HIIC DEPOSITUM EST CORPUS
FONATHAN S i1FY, 5. T.D. HUJUS EC-
CLESIA CATHEDRALIS DECANI, UBI S/EVA
INDIGNATIOC ULTERIUS COR LACERARE
NEQUIT. ABI VIATOR, ET IMITARE, SI
POTERIS, STRENUUM PRO VIRILI'LIBERTA-
TIS VINDICATOREM, OBHT ANNO (1745)
‘\/IbNSIS (OCTOBRIS; DIE (1g9) ZTATIS ANNO

783,

Ttem : 1 give and bequeath to my executors, all my
worldly {ubftance, of what nature or kind foever (except-
ing fych parr thercof as is herein after particulatly dew
vifed) for the followins ules and purpofes, that is tw fay,
to the intent that they, or the {urvivors or furvivor of
‘them, his executors, or adminiftrators, as foon as con-
veniently may be after my death, fhall tumn it 2il inco

ready
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ready moncy, and lay out the fame in purchafing tatide

of inheritance in fee-fimple, firuate in any provmce of
Ireland, cxcept Connaughr, but as near to the city of

Dublin, as conveniently can be found, and not incums

bered with, or fubject to zny leafes for lives renewable,
or any terms for years longer than thirty-one: and [ de=

fire that'a yearly annuity of twenty pounds fterling, out

of the annual profits of fuch lands, when purchzfed; and

out of the yearly income of my faid fortune, devifed to

my executers, as aforefaid, uniil fuch purchafe thall be
made, fhall be paid to Rebecca Dingley of the city of
Dublin, {pinfter, doring her life, by two equal half-

yearly payments, on the feafts of All Saints, and St

Philip and St. Jacob, the firlt payment to be made on

fuch of the faid feafls as fhall happen nexe after my
death. And that the refidue of the yearly profits of

the f{aid lands, when purchafed, and until fuch pur-

.chafe be made, the refidue of the yearly income and
intereft of my f{aid fortune devifed as aforefaid, to my exe-

cutors, fhall be laid out in purchafing a piece of land,

Gruate near Dr. Steevens’s hofpital, or if it cannot be

there had, {fomewhere in or near the city of Dublin, large

enough for the purpofes herein after mentioned, and in

building thereon an hofpitallarge enough for the reception

of as many.Idiots and Lunaticks as the annual income of

the faid lands and worldly {ubftance fhall be {ufficient to

maintain : and, I deflire that the faid hofpital may be

cailed St. Patrick’s Hofpital, and may be bujlt in fuch a

manner, that another building may be added unro it, n

cafe the endowment thereof thall be enlarged ; fo that the

additional building may make the whole edifice regular
and complete.  And my furcher will and defire is, that

when the faid holpiral fhall be built, the whole yearly in-

come of the faid lands and cftate, fhall, for ever after, be

laid out in providing victuals, cloathings, medicines, at-

tendance,
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tendance, and all other neceffaries for fuch Idiots and L.u-
naticks, as [hall be recetved into the (ame 3 and in repair-
. ing and enlarging the building, from dme to time, as
thete may be occafion,  And, if a fufficient number of
Idiots and Lunaticks cannot readily be found, 1 defire
that Incurables may be taken into the faid hofpital to
fupply fuch deficiency : but, that 5o perfon fhall be ad-
mitted into it, that labours under any infeéiious difcafe ;
and, that all fuch Idiots, Lunaticks, and Incurables, as
thall be received into the faid hofpital, fhall conflantly
live and refide therein, as well in the night as in the day;
and that the falaries of agents, receivers, officers, fer-
vants, and attendants, to be employed in the bufinefs of
the faid hoipital, fhall not in the whole exceed one fifth
part of the clear yearly income, or revenue thereof.
And, I farther defire that my executors, the furvivors or
furvivor of them, or the heirs of fuch, fhall not have
power to demife any part of the faid fands o to be pur-
chafed as aforefaid, but with confent of che Lord Primate,
the Lord High Chancellor, the Lord Archbithop of
Dubtin, the 1Dean of Chrilt-Church, the Dean of St
Patrick's, the Phyfician to the State, and the Surgeon-
general, all for the time being, or the greater part of
them, under their hands in writing; and that no leafes
of any part of the faid lands, {hall ever be made other
than leales for years not exceeding thirty-one, in poflef-
fion, and not in reverfion or vemazinder, and not difpu-
nifhable of watte, whereon thall be referved the belt and
molt improved rents, that can reafonably and moderately,
without racking the tenants, be gotten for the fame,
without fine. Provided always, and it is my will and
earneft defire, that no leafc of any part of the faid lands,
fo to be purchafed as aforefaid, [hall ever be made to, or
in truft for any perfon any way concerned in the execu-
tion of this gult, or to, or in truft for any perfon any

Ii way
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way related or allied, either by confanguinity or affinity,
to any of the perfons who (hall at that time be concerned
in the execution of this traft: and, that if any leafes
fhall happen ta be made contrary to my intention above
exprefied, the fame (hall be utterly void and of no effect.
And, I farcher defive until the charter herein after men-
tioned be obtained, my executors, or the furvivors or
furvivar of them, his heirs, executors, or adminiftrators,
fhall noc at in the execution of this truft, but with the
confent and approbation of the f2id feven additional truf-.
tecs, or the greater part of them, under their hands in
writiag, and thall, with fuch confent and approbation as
aforcfaid, have power from time to time, to make rules,
orders, and regulations, for the government and diree-
tion of the faid lofpital.  And, I make it my requelt to
my faid exccutors, that they may in convenient time,
apply to his Majefly for a charter to incorporate them,
or fich of them as fhall be then living, and the faid ad~
ditional trultees, for the better management and condu&
of this charity, with a power to purchafe lands ; and ta
fupply by election, fuch vacancics happening in the cor.
poration, as fhall not be fupplied by fucceffion, and fuch
other powers as miay be thought expedient for the due
execution of this truf, according to my intention herein
before expreffed.  And, when fuch charter fhall be ob-
ained, 1 defire that my cxecutors, or the furvivors op
furvivor of them, or the heirs of fuch furvivor, may con-
vey to the ufe of fuch corporation, in fee fimple, for the
purpofes aforefaid, 2!l fuch lands and tenements, as fhall
be purchaled in manncr above-mentioned. Provided al-
Wways, and it is my will and intention, that my exXecutors,
until the faid charter, and afterwards the COrporation, to
be hereby incorporated, thall out of the yearly profits of
the faid lands when purchafed, and out of the yearly in-
come of my faid fortune devifed (o my executors as afore-

: | faid,
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faid, wntil fuch purchafe be made, have power to reim-
burie themfelves for all fuch fums of their own money,
as they thall neceffarily expend in the execution of this
trult.  And, that until the faid charecr be obtained, all
acts which fhall at any time be done in execution of this
truflt by the greater part of my executors then living,
with the confent of the greater part of the faid add:tlonal
truttees under their hands in writing, [hall'be as valid and
effeCtual, as if all my executors had concurred in the
fame.

- Item: Whereas I purchaled the inheritance of the
tythes of the patih of Effernock, near Trim, in the
county of Meath, for two hundred and (ixty pounds (ter-
ling ; I bequeath the faid tythes to the Vicars-of Lara-
cory for the time being, that is w fay, fo long as the
prefent Epifcopal Religion thall coatinue to be the na-
tional eftablithed faith and profeffion in this kingdom :
but, whenever any other form of Chriftian Religion fhall
become the eftablithed faith in this kingdom, I leave the faid
tythes of LEffernock to be Leftowed, as the profits come
in, to the poor of the faid parifh of Laracor, by a weekly
proportion, and by fuch other officers as may then have
the power of diftributing charitics to the poor of the faid
parith, while Chriftiabity under any thupe, fhall be tole-
rated among us, ftill excepting profefled Jews, Atheills,
and Infidels. .

Jrem : Whercas I have fome leafes of certain houfes in
Kevin’s-ftreet, near the Deanery-houfe, built upon the
Dean’s ground, and one other houfe now inhabited by
Henry Land, in Deanery lune, alias Mirre-Alley, fome
of which leafes are let for forty-one years, or forty at
leaft; and not yet half expired, I bequeath to Mrs. Mar-
tha Whiteway, my leale or leafes of the faid houfes; I
allo bequeath 1o the faid Martha, my leafe of forty years,
of Gowdman’s Holding, for which I reccive ten pounds

Iiz per
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- per azyum 3 which are two houfes, or more lately built ;.

I bequeath alfo to the faid Martha, the fum of three
hundred pounds fterling, 1o be paid her by my executors
out of my ready money, or Bank bills, immediately after
my dc.atn as foon as the exceutors meet. I leave, more-
over, to the faid Martha, my repeating gold watch, my
yellow tortoife-fhell {nuff-box, and her choice of four gold
rings, out of {feven which I now poflefs.

Jtems : 1 bequeath to Mrs, Mary Swift, alias Farrifon,
~daughrer of the faid Martha, my plain gold watch made
by Quare, to whom allo I give my Japan writing defk,
Leflowed to me by my Lady Worleley, my fquare tor-
toife-fhell fouff-box, richly lined and inlaid with gold,
piven to me by the Right Honourable Ienrietta, now
Countels of Qxford, and the feal with a Pegafus, given
to me by the Conntels of C'ranwllc. _
- Item e 1 bequeath to Mr, T'folliot Whiteway, eldelt
foa of the aferefaid Martha, who is bred to be an at-
writey, the fum of fixty pounds, as alfe five pounds to
be laid out in the purchale of foch law Looks as the
Honourable Mr. Jullice Lyndfay, Mr, Stannard, or Mr.

1*Aulay fhall Judge proper for him.

Ziem » 1 bequeath to Mr. John Whiteway, youngeft
fon of the faid Martha, whois o be brought up a {urgeon,
the fum of onc lundred pounds, in order to qualify him
for a furgeon, bur under the dire¢tion of his mother;
which faid fum of one hundred pounds is to be paid to
Mrs. Whiteway, in behalf of her fiid fon John, out of
the arrears which fhall be due to me from my church
livings (except thofe of the Deanciy tythes, which are
now let to ihe Rev. Doftar Wilfon) =5 foon as the faid
arrears can be paid 1o wy executors, 1 allc leave the faid
John five pounds to be Iaid out in buying fuch phyfical or
chirmgical books, as Doétor Grattan and Mr. Nichols
fhell think fit for him.

Itemm :
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Jrem : 1 bequeath o Mrs. Aun Ridgway, now in my
family, the profits of the leafe of two houfes let 10 Juha
Cownly, for forty years, of which only eight or nine are
expired, for which the faid Cownly payeth me nine pounds
fterling for rent, yearly. I alfo bequeath to the faid Anne,
the {um of one hundred pounds ferling, to be paid her
by my executors in fix weeks after my deceale, out of
whatever ‘money or Bank bills I may poiflefs when { die:
as alfo three gold rings, the remainder of the feven sbowe-
mentioned, after Mrs, Whiteway hath made her choice
of four; and all my fmall picces of plate, not exceeding
in weight one ounce and one third part of an ounce.

Irem : I bequeath to my dearcft friend Alexander Pope
of Twickenham, Efg; my pi€ture in miniature, drawn by
Zinck, of Robert late Karl of Oxford. _

Jtew 1 leave to Edward now Ead of Oxford, my fial
of Julius Cafur, as alio another feal, fuppofed to be a
young, Ilercules, both very choice antiques, and ft in
gold 5 both which I chufe to beftow to the faid Eard, be-
caufe they belonged to her late Moft Excelient Majelty
Queen Anne, of ever glorious, immortal, and troly
plous memory, the real nurfing mother of her kingdoms.

Jtem : 1 leave to the Reverend Mr, James Stopford,
Vicar of Finglafs, my pi¢ture of King Charles the Firt,
drawn by Vandike, which was given 0 me by the faid
James; as alfo, my large picture of birds, which wus
given to me by Thomas Farl of Pembroke.

Ttem » 1 bequeath to the Reverend Mr. Robert Grat-
tan, Prebendary of St. Audoen’s, my aold bordle {crew,
which he gave me, and my flreng box, on condition of
his giving the fole aft of the faid box to his brother Dir,
James Grartan, during the life of the {uid Doctor, wha
hath more accafion for it, and the {fecond befl beayer har
I fhall die pofiefied of.

Jtem s
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Liem : I leave to the Reverend Mr. John Worral, my
beft beaver hat.

Item : 1 bequeath the Reverend Doctor Patrick Delany,
my medal of Queen Anne 1n filver, and on the reverfe
the Bifhops of England knecling before Ler Moft Sacred

Majefty. \

" Jtem: 1 bequeath to the Reverend Mr. James King,
Prebendary of Tipper, my large gilded medal of Kingk
Charles the Firlt, and on the reverle a Crown of Mart}?‘i—-
dom with other devices. My will, neverthelefs, is, that
if any of the above-named Legatees fhould die before ne,
that then, and in that cafe, the refpective lepacies to
them bequeathed, [hall revert to myfelf, and become
again fubjedl e my difpofal.

Jtems : Whereas [ have the leale of a 8cld in truft for
me, commonly called the Vineyard, let to the Reverend
Dodtor Francis Corbet, and the truil declared by the faid
Doftor; the faid field, with fome land on this {1de of the
road, making in all about three acres, for which I pay
yearly to the Dean and Chapter of St. Patrick’s *,**.

Wiergas I have buile a flrong wall round the faid
piece of ground, eight or nine fect high, faced on the
fouth afpect with brick, which coft me above fix hundred
pounds ftesling : and, likewife, another piece of ground
as aforefaid, of half an acre, adjpining the burial place
called the Cabbage-garden, now tenanted by William
Whirte, gardener: my will 1s, that the ground inclofed
by the great wall, may be fold for the remainder of the
leafe, at the highelt price my executors can get for i,
in belief and hopes, that the faid price will exceed three
hundred pounds at the loweit valus: for which my fuc-
celfor in the Deanery thall have the ritrefufal; and, itis
my camnelt defire, that the fucceeding Deans and Chap-
ters may preferve the fard Vineyard and piece of land ad-
joining, where the faid Yhite now liveth, o as to be al-

ways
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Jtem ;1 bequeath ro Mr. John Gratzan, Prebendary of
Clonmethan, my filver box in which the Freedom of the
City of Corke was prefented t0 me 5 in which [ delire the
faid John to keep the tobacco he ufually cheweth, called
Pigtail.

item: 1 bequeath all my horfes and mares to the Re-
verend Mr, John Jackfon, Vicar of Santry, together
with all my horfe furniture: lamenting that [ had not
credit enough with any Chief Governor (fince the change
ef times) to get fome additional church preferment for I'o
virtwous and worthy a genileman, I alfo leave him my
third beft beaver hac.

Jtem : 1 bequeath to the Reverend Doétor Francis
Wilfon, the Works of Plato in three folio volumes, the
Earl of Clarendon’s Hiftory in three folio volumes, and
my belt bible ; topether with thirteen f{mall Perfian pic-
tures in the drawing room, and the fmall filver tankard
given to me by the contribution of fome friends, whofe
names ar¢ engraved at the bottom of the faid tankard. _

drean: 1 bequeath to the Earl of Orrery the enamelled
filver plates to diftinguith bottles of wine by, given to me
by his excellent Lady, and the half-length picture of the
kace Couniefs of Orkney in the drawing-roon.

Jtem : 1 begueath to Alexander M*Aulay, Efg; the
gold box in which the Freedom of the City of Dublin
was prefented to me, as a teftimony of the eftecm and
Iove I have for him, on account of his great learning, fine
natural parts, unaﬂ'cékd piety and bcnevclence, and his
rruly honourable zeal in defence of the legal rights of the
Clergy, n oppofition to all their unprovoked oppreflors.

Jigmr 2 1 bequeath to Deane Swift, Elg; 1y large Gl-
ver flandith, confifting of a large filver plate, an ink pot,
a [and box and bell of the lame metal,

Jtem ¢ 1 bequeath to Mrs. Mary Barber, the medal of
Queen Anne and Prince George, which fhe formerly
pave ne.

1 Ttem #
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ways in the hands of the {ucceeding Dcans during their
office, Ly each Dean leliening one fourth of the purchale
moncy to each {ucceeding Dean, and for no more than
the prefent rent.

And 1 appoint the Flonourable Robert Lyndfay, one
of the Judges of the Court of Comman-Pleas; Henry
Singleton, Figqy Prime Serjeant to his Majefty ; the Re-
verend Doétor Patrick Delany, Chancellor of St. Pa-
wrick’s 3 the Reverend Dottor Francis Wilfon, Preben-
dary of Kilmacktolway ; Eaton Stannard, Efg; Recorder
of the City of Dublin; the Reverend Mr. Robert Grat-
tan, Prebendary of St, Avdocn’sy the Reverend Mr.
John Grattan, Prebendary of Clonmethan ; the Reverend

- Mr. James Stopford, Vicar of Finglafs; the Reverend

Mr. James King, Prebendary of Tipper and, ﬂalexan-
der M<Aulay, hlq, my €xecutors.

In witnels whereof, I bave h,e.reunto fet my hand and
feal, and publithed and declared this as my laft Will and
Feftament, this third day of May, 1740 forty.

Joxarnan Swirr.

Stgired, fealed and publifbed by the above named
Jonathan Swift, in Prefence of Us, who |
bave fubfiribed our Nawmes in bis Prefence,

Jo. Wynne.
Jo. Rochiore,

William Dankin,
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