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CHAPTER XIIL

DEATI OF ME. SHERTDAN'S FATHER.~—VERSES Y MRS,
SURRIDAN ON THE OEATH 0OF HER SI3TENR, MRS
TICKELL.

In the summer of this year the father of Mr.
Sheridan died. IHe had been recommended to
try the air of Lisbon for his health, and had left
Dublin for that purpose, accompanied by his
younger danghter. But the rapid increase of
his malady prevented him from proceeding far-
ther than Margate, where he died about the
VOL. TL. 0
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beginning of August, attended in his last mo-
ments by his son Richard.

We have seen with what harshness, to use no
stronger term, Mr. Sheridan was for many years
treated by his father, and how persevering and
affectionate were the efforts, in spite of many
capricious repulses, that he made to be restored
to forgiveness and favour. In his happiest mo-
ments, both of love and fame, the thought of
being excluded from the paternal roof came
across him with a chill that seemed to sadden all
his triumph.* When it is considered, too, that
the father, to whom he felt thus amiably, had
never distinguished him by any particular kind-
ness, but, on the contrary, had always shown a
marked preference for the disposition and abili-
ties of his brother Charles—it is impossible not
to acknowledge, in such true filial affection, a
proof that talent was not the only ornament of
Sheridan, and that, however unfavourable to
moral culture was the life that he led, Nature,
in forming his mind, had implanted there virtue,
as well as genius.

Of the tender attention which he paid to his
father on his death-bed, I am enabled to lay
before the reader no less a testimony than the
letters written at the time by Miss Sheridan,

* See the letter written by him immediately after his mar~
riage, Vol. . page 118, and the anecdote in page 167.
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who, as I have already said, accompanied the old
gentleman from Ireland, and now shared with
her brother the task of comforting his last mo-
ments. And, here,—it is difficult even for con-
tempt to keep down the indignation, that one
cannot but feel at those slanderers, under the
name of biographers, who, calling in malice to
the aid of their ignorance, have not scrupled to
assert that the father of Sheridan died unattend-
ed by any of his nearest relatives!—Such are
ever the marks that Dulness leaves behind, in its
Gothic irruptions into the sanctuary of departed
Genius—defacing what it cannot understand,
polluting what it has not the soul to reverence,
and taking revenge for its own darkness, by the
wanton profanation of all that is sacred in the
eyes of others,

Immediately on the death of their father, She-
ridan removed his sister to Deepden—a seat of
the Duke of Norfolk in Surrey, which His Grace
had lately lent him-—and then returned, himself,
to Margate, to pay the last tribute to his father’s
remains. 'The letters of Miss Sheridan are ad-
dressed to her elder sister in Ireland, and the
first, which I shall give entire, was written a day
or two after her arrival at Deepden.
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« Dibden, August 18.
* My pear Lovs,

s Though you have ever been uppermost in
my thoughts, yet it has not been in my power to
write since the few lines I sent from Margate.
I hope this will find you, in some degree, re-
covered from the shock you must have experi-
enced from the late melancholy event. I trust
to your own piety and the tenderness of your
worthy husband, for procuring you such a degree
of calmness of mind as may secure your health
from injury. In the midst of what I have sut-
fered I have been thankful that you did not
share a scene of distress which you could not
have relieved. I have supported myself, but I
am sure, had we been together, we should have
suffered more.

“ With regard to my brother’s kindness, I
can scarcely express to you how great it has been.
He saw my father while he was still sensible, and
never quitted him till the awful moment was
past—I will not now dwell on particulars. My
mind is not sufficiently recovered to enter on the
subject, and you could only be distressed by it.
He returns soon to Margate to pay the last du-
ties in the manner desired by my father, His
feelings have been severely tried, and earnestly
1 pray he may not suffer from that cause, or
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from the fatigue he lias endured. His tender-
ness to me I never can forget. 1 had so little
claim on him, that T still fecl a degree of so-
prise mixed with mny gratitude. Mrs. Sheridan’s
reception of me was truly affectionate. They
leave me to myself now as much as 1 please, as
I had gone through so much fatigue of body and
mind that I require some rest. I have not, as
vou may suppose, looked much beyond the pre-
sent hour, but I begin to be more composed. 1
could now enjoy your society, and I wish for it
hourly. I should think I may hwpe to sce you
sooner in England than you had intended ; but
vou will write to me very soon, and let me know
cvery thing that concerns you. Iknow not whe-
ther you will feel like me a melancholy pleasure
in the reflection that my father received the last
kind offices from my brother Richard*, whose
conduct on this occasion must convince every
one of the goodness of his heart and the
truth of his filial affection. One more reflection

# In a letter, from which T have given an cxtract in the
former volume, written by the elder sister of Sheridan a short
time after his death, in referring to the differences that existed
between him and his father, she says—< and yet it was that

son, and not the object of his partial fondness, who ut last
closed his eves.” Tt generally happens that the injustice of

snch partialities is revenged by the ingratitnde of those who

are the objeets of them ; and the present instance, as there is
but ton sunch reason to believe, was not altogether an exception
to the remark.

B3
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eRal of consolation is, that nothing was omitted tha:

—

could have prolonged his life or eased his lattor
1738,

hours. God bless and preserve you, my dear
love. I shall soon write more to you, but shall
for a short time suspend my journal, as stilf too
many painful thoughts will crowd upon me to
suffer me to regain such a frame of mind as I
should wish when I write ¢o you.

“ BEver affectionately your

“ B, SHERAN

In another letter, dated a few days after, she
gives an account of the domestic life of Mrs. She-
ridan, which, like every thing that is related of
that most interesting woman, excites a feeling
towards her memory, little short of love.

“ Dibden, Friduy, 29
“ My pear Lovs,

“I shall endeavour to resume ny journal,
though my anxiety to heur from you occupies
my mind in a way that unfits me for writing. I
bave been here almost a weck in perfect quiet.
While there was company in the house, 1 stayed
In my room, and since my brother’s leaving us
to go to Margate, 1 have sat at times with Mus,
Sheridan, who is kind and considerate; so that
{ have entire liberty. Fler poor sister’s * children

* Mrs. Tickell,




are all with her. The girl gives her constant
employment, and seems to profit by being under
so good an instructor. Their father was here
for some days, but I did not see him. Last night
Mys. 8. showed me a picture of Mrs. Tickell,
which she wears round her neck. The thing
was misreprcsented to you=—if was not done
atter her death, but a short 4ime before it.  The
sketch was taken while she slept, by a painter at
Bristol, This Mrs. Sheridan got copied by Cos-
way, who has softencd down the traces of illness

“in such a way that the picture conveys no gloomy
idea. It represents her in a sweet sleep 3 which
must have been scothing to her friend, after
seeing her for a length of time In a state of con.
stant suffering.

“ My brother left us Wednesday morning,
and we do not expect him to return for some
days. e mcant only to stay at Margate long
enough to attend the last melancholy office,
which it was my poor father's express desire
should be performed in whatever parish he died.

E & £ * *

« Sunday-

“ Dick is still in town, and we do not expect

him for some time. Mrs, Sheridan secms now

quite vecenciled fo these ‘little absences, which
B b
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she knows are umavoidable. 1 never saw any
one so constant in employing every moment. of
her time, and to that L attfribute, in a great mea-
sure, the recovery of her health and spirits. The
education of her mnicce, her music, hooks, and
work, occupy every minute of the day. After
dinner, the children, who call her ¢ Mamma-
aunt,” spend some time with us, and her manner
to them is truly delightful. The girl, you know,
is the eldest. The cldest boy is about five years
old, very like his father, but extremely gentle in
his manners. The youngest is past three. The
whole set then retire to the music-room.  As yet
I cannot enjoy their parties ;—a song from

Mrs. Sheridan affected me fast night in a most

painful manner. T shall not try the experiment
soon again.  Mrs, 5. blamed herself for putting
me to the trial, and, after tea, got a book, which
she read to us till supper. This, I find, is the
general way of passing the evening.

“ They are now at their music, and I have
retired to add a few hines. This day has been
more gloomy than we have been for some days
past ;—it is the first day of our getting into
mourning.  All the servants in deep mourning
made a melancholy appearance, and I found it
very difficult to sit out the dinner. But, as I
have dined below since there has heen only Mrs.
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Sheridan and Miss Linley here, 1 would not f-EIXIP
suffer a circumstance, to which I must accustom

. . 1768,
myself, to break in on their comfort.”

These children, to whom Mrs. Sheridan thus
wholly devoted herself, aud continved to do so
for the remainder of her life, had lost their mo-
ther, Mrs, Tickell, in the year 1787, by the same
complaint that afterwards proved fatal to their
avnt. The passionate attachment of Mrs. She-
ridan to this sister, and the deep grief with which
she mowrned her loss, are expressed in a poem
of her own so touchingly, that, to these who love
the Janguage of' rcal feeling, I need not apologise
for their introduction here.  Poetry, in general,
is but a cold interpreter of sorrow; and the
more it displays its skill, as an art, the less it is
likely to do justice to nature.  In writing these
verses, however, the workmanship was forgotten
in the subject; and the critic, to feel them as he
ought, should forget his own craft in reading
them.

“ Written in the Spring of the Year 1788,

¢ The hours and days pass on;—sweet Spring retarns,
And whispers comfort to the heart that morrns ;
But not to mine, whose dear and cherish'd grief
Asks for indulgence, but neer hopes relief,
For, ah; can changing seasons e'er restore
The lov’d companion T must still deplore?
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CHAP.  Shall all the wisdom of the world combin’d
XIT, . .
Erase thy image, Mary, from my mind,
1788, Or bid me hope from others to receive
The fond affection thou alone could’st give?
Ah no, my best belov'd, thou still shalt be
My friend, my sister, all the world to me.
“ With tender woe sad memory woos back time,

And paints the scenes when youth was in its prime;
The craggy hill, where rocks, with wild flow’rs crown’d,
Burst from the hazel copse or verdant ground ;
Where sportive Nature every form assumes,
And, gaily lavish, wastes a thousand blooms ;
Where oft we heard the echoing hills repeat
Our untaught strains and rural ditties sweet,
Till purpling clouds proclaim’d the closing day,
While distant streams detain’d the parting ray.
Then, on some mossy stone we'd sit us down,
And watch the changing sky and shadows brown ,

: That swiftly glided o’er the mead below,

it Or in some fancied form descended slow.

?i. How oft, well pleas’d each other to adorn,

5 We strippd the blossoms from the fragrant thorn,

§

:

Or caught the violet where, in humble bed,
Asham’d of its own sweets it hung its head. .
i But, oh, what rapture Mary’s eyes would speak,
g Through her dark hair how rosy glow’d her check,
i If, in her playful search, she saw appear
H. The first-blown cowslip of the opening year, -
8 Thy gales, oh Spring, then whisper'd life and joy ;—
Now mem’ry wakes thy pleasures to destroy,
And all thy beanties serve but to renew
Regrets too keen for reason to subdue.
Ah me! while tender recollections rise,
The ready tears obscure my sadden’d eyes,
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And, while surrounding objocts they conceal,
Her form belov'd the trembling drops reveal.

< Sometimes the fovely, blooming girl [ view,
My vouth’s eompanion, friend for cver truc,
Whaose looks, the sweet expressions of 2 heart
So gaily funocent, so void of art,
With soft attraction whisper'd blessings drew
From ali who stopp’d, hier beauteous face to view.
Then, 15 the dear domestie scene 1 mourn,
And weep past pleasures never to retern !
There, where cach gentle virtue lov’d to rest,
In the pure mansion of my Mary™s breust,
The days of soeial happiness arc o'er,

“T'he voiee of hwrmony is heard no more;

XNo more her graceful tenderness shall prove
The wife's fond duty or the parent’s love.
T'hose cyes which brighten’d with maternal pride,
As her sweet fnfants wanton'd by her side,

"{'was 1wy sad fate to see for ever close

On life, on love, the world, and all its woes;

To watch the slow disease, with hopeless care,
And veil in painful smiles my heart’s despair;
To see her droop, with restless langnor weak,
While fatal beauty mantled in her cheek,
Like fresh How'rs, springing from some mouldering clay,
Cherish’d by death, and blooming from decay.
Yet, though oppress'd by ever-varying pain,
The gentle sufferer scarcely would complain,
Hid every sigh, cach trembling doubi reprov’d,
To spare a pang to those fond hearts she lov'd.
And often, in short intervals of ease,

Her kind and cheerful spirit strove to please;
Whilst we, alus ! unable 1o refuse
The wad delight we were 50 soon to lose,

CHAFY.
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Treasur'd each word, each kind expression claim'd,—
¢ "Twas me she look’d at,—¢ it was me she nani'd.’
Thus foudly soothing gricf, too great to bear,
With mournful cagerness and jealous care.

« But soon, alas ! from hearts with sorrow worn
Evn this last comfort was for ever torn :
"I'hat mind, the seat of wisdom, genius, taste,
The cruel hand of sickness now [ald waste ;
Subdued with pain, it shar’d* the common lot,
All all its lovely encrgies forgot !
The husband, parent, sister, knelt in vain,
Ove recollecting look alone to gain:
The shades of night her beaming cyes ohscur'd,
And Nature, \-'zm(luish"d, no shm‘p };ain endar'd ;
Calm and serene—till the last trenibling breath
Wafted an angel from the bed of death !

Oh, if the soul, releas’d from mwortal cares,
Views the sad scene, the voice of mourning hears,
Then, dearest saint, didst thou thy heav'n forego,
Lingering on carth in pity to our woe,
"Twas thy Kind influence sooth’d our minds to peace,
And bade our vam and sclfish murmurs cease;
"I'was thy soft smile, that gave the worshipp'd clay
Of thy bright essence one celestial ray,
Making e'en death so beautiful, that we,
Gazing on it, forgot our misery.
Then—pleasing theught !—ere to the realms of light
Thy franchis'd spirit took its happy flight,
With fond regard, perhaps, thou saw’st me bend
O’er the cold rclics of miy heart’s best [riend,
And heard’st me swear, while her dear hand 1 prest,
And tears of agony bedew’d my breast,
For her lov'd suke to act the mother’s part,
And take her darling infants to my heart,
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With tenderest care their youthful minds improve, (:2?[1"
And guard her treasure with protecting love. o
Onec more ook down, Dlest creature, and behold 1788

Thesc arms the precious innocents enfold ;
Assist my crring nature to fulfil '
The sacred trust, and ward off every 1111
And, oh, let er, who is my dearest care,
Thy blest regard and heavenly influence share;
Teach me to form her pure and artless mind,
Like thine, as true, as innecent, as kind,
That when some future day my hopes shall bless,
And every voice her virtue shall confess,
When my fond heart delighted hears her praise,
As with unconscious loveliness she strays,
Such,’ let me say, with tears of joy the while,
Such was the softness of my Mary’s smile ;
Such was her vouth, so blithe, so rosy sweet,
And such ker mind, unpractis’d in deceit ;
¢ With artless elegance, unstudied grace,
¢ Thus did ske gain in every heart a place

¢ Then, while the dear remembrance T behold,
Time shall sival on, nor tell me I am old,
Till, pature wearied, each fond duty oer,
I juin my Angel Friend—to part no mere !”

"

n

~

"~

To the conduct of’ Mr. Sheridan, duing the
last moments of his father, a further testimony
has been kindly communicated to me by Mr.
Jarvis, a medical gentieman of Margate, who at-
tended Mr. Thomas Sheridan on that occasion,
and whose intercsting communication 1 shall
here give in his own words :—



T P PR et R

CHADN

XIL

1788,

1

“ n the 10th of August, 1788, I was iirst
called on to wvisit Mr. Sheridan, who was then
fast declining at his lodgings in thiy place, where
he was in the care of lus daughter. On the
next day Mr. It B. Sheridan arrived here from
town, having brought with him Dr. Morris, of
Parliament Street. I was in the bed-room with
Mr. Sheridan when the son arrived, and wit-
nessed an interview in which the father showed
himself to be strongly impressed by his son’s at-
tention, saying, with considerable emotion, ¢ Oh
Dick, I give you a great deal of trovhle!

¥

and
seeming to imply by his manner, that his son had
been less to blame than himself, for any previous
want of cordiality between them,

« On my making ny last call for the evening,
Mr. R. B. Sheridan, with delicacy, but much
earnestiess, expressed his fear that the nurse in
attendance on his father might not be so com-
petent as n'lyse‘j’r' to the requisite aifentions, and
his hope that ! would consent to remain in the
room for a few of the first ours of the night;
as Lie himself, having been {ravelling the preced-
ing night, required some short repose. I com-
phied with his request, and remained at the
father’s bedside tll relieved by the son, about
three o’clock in the morning ;—he then insisted
on taking my place. IFrom this time he never
quitted the house till his fathet’s death ; on the
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day after which lie wrote me a letter, now be-  CHAR
fore me, of which the annexed 15 an exact copy: g
¢ SIm, Friday Morning.
“ ¥ wished to sec you this morning before 1
went, to thank you for your attention and trou-
ble. You will be so good to give the account
to Mr. Thompson, who will settleit; and T st
further heg your acceptance of the inclosed from
myself. I am, Sir,
* Your obedient Servant,
“R. B. SuEripar.’
¢ I have explained to Dr. Morris (who has in-
formed me that you will recommend a proper
person, ) that it is my desire to have the hearse,
and the manner of coming to town, as respect-
ful as possible.

“ The inclosure, referred to in this letter, was
a bank-note ot ten pounds,-—a most liveral re-
“muneration. Mr. L. B. Shevidan left Margate,
intending that his father should be buried in
London ; but he there ascertained that it had
been his {ather’s expressed wish, that he should
be buried in the parish next to that in which he
should happen to die.  He then, consequently,
returned to Margate, accompanied by his bro-
ther-in-law, Mr. Tickell, with whom and Mr.
Thompsen and myself he followed his fathers
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remains to the burial-place, which was vot
Margate church-yard, but in the north aisle of
the church at St. Peter’s.”

Mr. Jarvis, the writer of the letter from which
[ have given this extract, had once, as he in-
forms me, the intention of baving a cenotaph
raised, to the memory of Mr. Sheridan’s father,
in the church of Margate. *  With this view he
applied to 1. Parr for an Inseription, and the
following is the tribute to his old friend with
which that learned and kind-hearted mun sup-
plied him :—

* This monument, A. I}, 1824, was, by subscription,
erected to the memory of Thomas Sheridan, Esq., who
died in the neighbouring parish of 8t. John, Augnst 11,
1788, in the 69th yeur of his age, and, according to his
own request, was there buried. e was grandson to
Dr. Thomas Sheridan, the brother of Dy, William, a
conscientious non-juror, who, in 1691, was deprived of the
Bishopric of Kilmorc. Hce was the son of IDr. Thomas
Sheridan, a profound scholar and cminent schoolmaster,
intimately connected with Dean Swift and other illastri-
ous writers in the reign of Queen Anne.  Ile was hus-
band to the ingenious and awiable author of Siduey

* Though this idea was relinquished, it appears that =
friend of Mr. Jurvis, with a zeal for the memory of talent
highly houourable to him, has recently cansed a menumnent
to Mr. Tlhomas Sheridan to be raised in the church of
St Peter.



Biddulph and several dramatic picces favourably receiv-
ed. ITe was father of the celebrated orator and dra-
watist Riehard Brinsley Sheridan. He had been the
schoolfellow, and, through life, was the companion, of
the amiable Archbishop Markham. He was the friend
of the learned Dr. Sumner, master of Harrow School,
and the wellknown Dr. Parr. He took his first acade-
mieal degree in the 1J niversity of Dublin, about 17580.
He was honored by the University of Oxford with the
degree of A. M. in 1758, and in 1759 he obtained the
same distinetion at Cambridge. Ile, for many years,
presided over the theatre of Dublin; and, at Drury
Lane, he in public estimation stood next to David
Garrick.  In the literary world he was distinguished by
numerous and useful writings on the pronunciation of
the Fuglish language.  Through smne of his opinions
ran a vein of singularity, mingled with the rich ore of
genius. In his manners there was dignified ease;—
in his spirit, Invineible firmoess ; — and in his habits and
principles, unsullied integrity.”
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CHAP. XIIIL

ILLNESS OF THE KING, — REGENCY. — PRIVATE LIFE QF
MR. SHERIDAN.

M k. SHERIDAN had assuredly no reason to com-
plain of any deficieney of excitement in the new
carcer o which he now devoted himself. A
succession of great questions, both forcign and
domestic, came, one after the other, like the
waves described by the poet, —

¢ And one no sooner touch’d the shore, and died
a2 >
Than a new follower rose, and swell’d as proudly.”

Scarcely had the impulse, which his own
genius had given to the prosecution of Hastings,
begun to abate, when the indisposition of the
King opened another ficld, not only for the dis-
play of all his various powers, but for the fond-
est speculations of his interest and ambition,

The rohust healtl and temperate lisbits of the
Monarch, while they held out the temptation of
a long leasc of power, to those who either en-
joved cor were inclined to speculate in his favour,

v

gave proportionably the grace of disinterested-
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ness to the followers of an Heir-Apparent, whose
means of rewarding their devotion were, from
the same causes, uncertain and remote, The
alarming illness of the Monarch, however, gave
a new turn to the prospect :—Hope was now
scen, like the winged Victory of the ancients, to
change sides; and both the expectations of
those who looked forward to the reign of the
Prince, as the great and happy millennium of
Whiggism, and the apprehensions of' the far
greater number, to whom the morals of his
Royal Highness and his friends were not less
formidable than their politics, scemed now on
the very eve of being realised.

On the first meeting of Parliament, after the
illness of His Majesty was known, it was re-
solved, from considerations of delicacy, that the
House should adjourn for a fortnight ; at the end
of which period it was expected that another
short adjournment would be proposed by the
Minister. In this interval, the following judi-
cious letter was addressed to the Prince of Wales
by Br. Sheridan :—

“ S,

“ From the mtelligence of to-day we arc led
to think that Pitt will make something more of
a speech, in moving to adjourn on LThursday,
than was at first imagined.  In this case we pre-

¢ L)

P

CHAP.
X1

17488,



S

4

sume Your Roval Highvess will be of opinion
that we must not be wholly silent. T possessed
Payne yesterday with nuy sentiments on the line
of conditet which appeared to me best to be
adopted on this ceeasion, that they might be
submitted to Your floyal Highriesss consider-
ation ; and I take the liberty of repeating my
firm conviction, that it will greatly advance
Your Roval Ilighness’s eredit, and, in case of
events, lay the strongest grounds to baflie every
attemnpt at opposition to Your Royal Hlighness’s
Just claiing and right, that the language ol thesc
who may be, it any sort, suspected of knowing

iy
=

Your Royal Highness's wishes ond  feelings,
shonld be that of great moderation in disclaim-
ing all party views, and avowing the atmost rea-
diness to acgquicsee in any reasonable delay, At
the saime time, I am perfeetly aware of the arts
which will be practised, and the advan(ages
which some people will atiempt to gain by time:
but 1 am equally convinced that we should ad-
vance their evil views by showing the least im-
patience or suspicion at present; and I am also
convinced that a third party wiil scon appear,
whose efforts may, in the most decisive manner,
prevent this sort of situation and proceeding
from contimuing long. Pavne will probably
have submitted to Your Royal Highaess more
fully mv idea on this sulsiect, towards which [
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have already taken some successful steps.* (AR

Your Roval Highness will, [ am sure, bhave the - -~
goodness to pardon the freedom with which I
give my opinion ; —after which I lave only to
add, that whatever Your Roval Highness’s judg-
ment decides, shall be the pride of my conduct,
and will undoubtedly be so to others.”

Captain (atterwards Admiral) Payne, of whom
mention 1s made 1n this letter, held the situation
ol Comptroller of the Ilouschold of the Prince
of Wales, and was in attendance upon His
RRoyal Ilighness, during the early part of the
King’s illness, at Windsor. The following let-
ters, addressed by him to Mr. Sheridan at this
period, contain some curious particulars, both
with respect to the Royal patient himself, and
the feelings of those about him, which, however
secret and confidential they werc at the time,
may now, without scruple, be made matters of
history : —

* Half past ten at night.

“ My peEanr SHLRIDAN,
“ 1 arrived here about three quarters of an
hour after Pitt had left it. I enclose you the
copy of a letter the Prince has just written to

* This must ailude to the negotiation with Lord Thurlow.

3
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the Chancellor, and sent by express, which will
give you the outline of the conversation with the
Prince, as well as the sifuation of the King's
health, [ think it an advisable measure *, as it
is a sword that cots both ways, without being
unfit to be shown to whom he pleases, —but
which he will, T tlank, understand best himself,
Pitt desired the longest delay thut could be
granted with propriety, previous to the declar-
ation of the present calamity. The Duke of
York, who is looking over me, and is just come
out of the king’s rocom, bids me add that lis
Majesty’s situation is every moment becoming
worse. IHis pulse is weaker and weaker; and
the Doctors say it is impossible to survive it long,
if his situation does not take some extraordinery
change in a few hours.

“ So far had I got when your servant came,
meaning to seud this by the express that carried
the Chancellor’s letter ; in addition to which, the
Prince has desired Doctor Warren to write an
account to him, which he is now doing. His
letter says, if an amendment does not take place
in twenty-four hours, it is impossible for the
King to support it :—he adds to me, he will
answer for his never living to be declared a lu-
natic. I say all this to you in confidence, (though

#* Meaning, the communication to the Chancellor,
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I will not answer for being intelligible,) as it
goes by your own servant ; but 1 need not add,
your own discretion will remind you how neces-
sary it is that neither my name nor those I use
should be quoted even to many of our best
friends, whose repetition, without any ill inten-
tion, might frustrate views they do not sce.

* With respect to the papers, the Prince
thinks vou had better leave them to themsclves,
as we cannot authorise any report, nor can he
contradict the worst ;—a few hours must, every
individual says, terminate our suspense, and,
therefore, all precaution must be needless : ——
however, do what you think best. Ilis Royal
Highness would write to you himself ; — the agi-
tation he is in will not permit it. Since this let-
ter was begun, all articulation even scems to be
at an end with the poor King ; but for the two
hours preceding, he was in a2 most determined
frenzy. In short, I am myself in so violent a
state of agitation, from participating in the feel-
ings of thosce about me, that if I am intelligible
to you, ’tis more than I am to myself. Cata-
plasms are on His Majesty’s feet, and strong
fomentations have been used without effect : but
Yet me quit so painful a subject. The Prince was
much pleased with my conversation with Lord
Loughborough, to whom I do not write, as I
conceive *iis the same, writing to you.

4t
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“The Archbishop has written a very hand-
some letter, expressive of his doty and offer of
service ; but he is not required to come down,
it being thought too late.

« Good night. — I will write upon every occa-
sion that informuation may be useful.

“ Lver vours, most sincerely,
“ J. W, Pay~n.

“I have been much pleased with the Dule’s
zeal since my return, especially in this commus-
nication to you,”

“DEAR SHERIDAN, Twelve o'clock, voon.
“The King last night about twelve o’clock,
being then in a situation he could not long have
survived, by the effect of Jamey’s powder, had a
profuse stool, after which a strong perspiration
appeared, and he fell into a profound sleep. We
were in hopes this was the crisis of his disorder,
although the doctors were fearful it was so only
with respect to one part of his disorder. However,
these hopes continued not above an hour, when
he awoke, with a well-conditioned skin, no ex-
traordinary degree of fever, but with the exact
state he was in before, with all the gestures and
ravings of the most confirmed maniac, and a new
noise, in imitation of the howling of a dog; in
this situation he was this mornivg at one o’clock,
when we came to bed. "The Duke of York, who



has been twice in my room in the course of the
night, immediately from the King’s apartment,
says there has not been one moment of Jucid in-
terval during the whole night, — which, I must
observe to you, is the concurring, as well as fatal
testimony of'all abont him, from the first moment
of His Muyjesty’s confinement. The doctors have
since had their consultation, and find His Ma-
jesty calmer, and his pulse tolerably good and
much reduced, but the most decided symptoms
of insanity. His theme has been all this day on
the subject of religion, and of his being inspired,
from which his physicians draw the worst con-
sequences, as to any hopes of amendment. In
this situation Idis Majesty remains at the present
moment, which I give you at length, to prevent
your giving credit to the thousand ridiculous
reports that we hear, even upon the spot. Truth
1§ not casily got at in palaces, and so I find here ;
and time only slowly brings it to ovne’s know-
ledge. Ome hears a little bit cvery day from
somchody, that has been reserved with great cos-
tiveness, or purposely forgotten ; and by all such
accounts [ find that the present distemper has
been very palpable for some time past, previous
to any confinement from sickness ; and so appre-
hensive have the people about him been of giving
offence by interruption, that the two days (viz.
yesterday se’nnight and the Monday following)
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cuap. that he was five hours cach on horseback, he was

XIII.

1788,

in a confirmed frenzy. On the Monday af his
return he burst out into tears to the Duke of
York, and said, < He wished to God he might
die, for he was going to be mad ;” and the Queen,
who sent to Dr. Warren, on his arrival, privately
communicated her knowledge of his situation
for some time past, and the melancholy event as
it stood exposed. I am prolix upon all these
different reports, that you may be completely
master of the subject as it stands, and which 1
shall continue to advertise you of in all its va-
riations. Warren, who is the [iving principle in
this business, (for poor Baker is half crazed him-
self,) and who I see every half hour, is extremely
attentive to the King’s disorder. The various
fluctuations of his ravings, as well as gcneral
situation of his health, are accuratcly written
down throughout the day, und this we have got
signed by the Physicians every day, and all pro-
per enquiry invited ; for I think it necessary to
do every thing that may prevent their making
use hereafter of any thing like jealousy, suspicion,
or mystery, to create public distrust ; and, there-
fore, the best and most unequivocal means of
satisfaction shall be always attended to.

* Five o'clock, P. M.
“So far I had proceeded when I was, on some

~business of importance, obliged to break off till
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now ; and, on my return, found your letter ; —
i need not, I hope, say vour confidence is as
safe as if it was returned to your own mind, and
your advice will always be thankfully adopted.
The event we looked for last night is postponed,
perhaps for a short time, so that, at least, we
shall have time to consider more maturely. The
Doctors told Pitt they would beg not to be
obliged to make their declaration for a fortnight,
as to the incurability of the King’s mind, and
not to be surprised if, at the expiration of that
time, they should ask more time; but that they
were perfectly ready to declare now, for the
furtherance of public business, that he is now
insane ; that it appears to be unconnected with
any other disease of his body, and that they have
tried all their skill without effect, and that to the
disease they at present sec no cnd in their con-
templation : — these are their own words, which
is all that can be implied in an absolute declara-
tion, — for infallibility cannot be ascribed to
them.

« Should not something be done about the
public amusements? If-it was represented to
Pitt, it might embarrass them either way ; parti-
cularly as it might call for a public account every
day. I think the Chancellor might take a good
opportunity to break with his colleagues, if they
propose restriction: the Law authority would
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have great weight with us, as well ay preventing
even a design of moving the City;—at all
cvents, 1 think Parliament woenld net confirm
their opinion. It Pitt stirs ntuch, 1 think any
attempt to grasp at power might be fatal to his
interest, at least, well turned against it.

«« The Prince has sent for me directly, so I'li
send this now, and write again.”

In the words, < I think the Chancellor might
take a good opportunity to break with his col-

3

leagues,” the writer alludes to a negotiation
which Sheridan had entered into with Lord
Thurlow, and by which it was expected that the
co-operation of that Learned Lord might be se-
cured, in consideration of his being allowed to
retain the office of Chauccllor under the ‘Re-
gency.

Lord Thurlow was one of those persons who,
being taken by the world at their own estimate
of themselves, contrive to pass upon the times
in which they live for mucli more than they are
worth. His bluntness gained bimn credit for
superior honesty, and the same peculiarity of
exterior gave a weight, not their own, to his
talents ;—the roughness of the diamond being,
by a very common mistake, made the measure
of its value. 'The negotiation for his alliance on
this occasion was managed, if not first suggested,
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by Sheridan; and Mr. Fox, on his arrival from
the Continent (having heen seut for express
upon the first announcement of the King’s ill-
ness), found considerable progress already made
m the preliminaries of this heterogeneous comn-
pact.

The following letter from Admiral Payae,
written immediately alter the return of Mr, Fox,
contains some further allusions to the negotia-
tions with the Chancellor 1

“ My pran SiErinax,

“ I am this moment returned with the Prince
from riding, and heard, with great pleasure, of
Charles Fox’s arrival; on which account, he
says, 1 must go to town teanorrow, when Ihope
te meet you at his house some time before din-
ner. The Prince is to sce the Chancelior to-
morrow, and therefore he wishes L should be
able to carry to town the result of this interview,
or 1 would set off immediately. Due deference
is had to our former opinion upon ibis subject,
and no courtship will be practised ; for the chief
object in the visit is to show him the King, who
lias been worse the two last days than ever: this
moming he made an effort to jump out of the
window, and is now very turbulent and inco-

herent.  Sir . Duker went vesterday to give

Pitt 2 little specimen of his loquacity, in his dis-
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covery of some material state-secrets, at which
he looked astonislied. The Physicians wisl him
to be removed to Kew; on which we shall pro-
ceed as we settled. Have vou heard any thing
of the Toreign Ministers, respecting what the
P. said at Bagshot? "The Frenchman has becn
here two days running, but has not scen the
Prince. He sat with nte half an hour this morn-
ing, and secmed much disposed to confer a little
closely, e was all admiration and friendship
for the Prince, and said he was sure every body
would unite to give vigour to his government.

« To-morrow you shall hear particulars; in
the mean time I can only add I have nonec of
the apprehensions contained in Lord L.s letter.
I have had correspondence cnough myself on
this subject to convince me of the impossibility
of the Ministry managing the present Parliament
by any contrivance hostile to the Prince. Din-
ner is on table; so adieu; and be assured of
the truth and sincerity of

“ Yours affectionately,
« Windsor, Monday, 5 d'cdock, P. M. J W. P.
¢« I have just got Rodney’s proxy sent.”

The situation in which Mr. Fox was placed,
by the treaty thus commenced, before his arrival,
with the Chancellor, was not a little embarrass-
ing. In addition {o the distaste which he must
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have felt for such a union, he had been already,
it appears, n some degree pledged to bestow the
Great Seal, in the event of a change, upon Lord
Loughborough. TFinding, however, the Prince
and his party so far committed in the ncgotiation
with Lord Thurlow, he thought it expedient,
however contrary to his own wishes, to accede
to their views; and a letter, addressed by him
to Mr, Sheridan on the occasion, shows the
struggle with his own feelings and opinions
which this concession cost him :—

¢ DEAR SHERIDAN,

“ I have swallowed the pill,—a most bitter
one it was,—and have written to Lord Lough-
horough, whosc answer of course must be con-
sent. What is to be done next? Should the
Prince himself, you or I, or Warren, be the per-
son to speak to the Chancellor? "The objection
to the last is, that he must probably wait for an
opportunity, and that no time is to be lost.
Pray tell me what is to be done: I am con-
vinced, after all, the negotiation will not suc-
cced, and am not sure that I am sorry for it. I
do not remember ever feeling so uneasy about
any political thing I ever did in my life. Call
if you can.

“ Yours ever,
¢ Sab. past 12, C.J.E”
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Lord Loughborcugh, in the mean time, with
a vigilance quickened by his own personal views,
kept watch on the miysterious movements of the
Chancellor; and, as appears by the following
letter, not only saw reason to suspect duplicity
himself, but took care that Mr. Fox and Mr.
Sheridan should share in his distrust —

“ My pean S.,

¢ T was afraid to pursuc the conversation on
the circumstance of the Inspection comnitted
to the Chancellor, lest the reflections that arise
upon it might have made too strong an impres-
sion on some of our neighbours last night. It
does indeed appear to me full of mischicf, and
of that sort most likely to affect the apprelien-
sions of our best friends, (of Lord John for in-
stance,) and to increase their reluctance to take
any active part,

“ The Chancellor’s object evidently 15 fo
make his way by himself, and he has managed
liitherto as one very well practised in that game.
Ilis conversations, both with you and Mr. Fox,
were cncouraging, but at the same time checked
all explanations on his part, under 2 pretence of
delicacy towards his colleaguecs. When he [etthem
go to Salthill, and contrived to dine at Windsor ¥,

* On one oeeasion, during these mancenvres of the Chan-
zellor at Windsor, he betrayed (to the no small amusement



i
-

he certainly took a step that most men would “A0
have felt not very delicate in its appearance,
and, unless there was some private understand-
ing between him and them, not altogether fair;
especially if vou add to it the sort of con-
versation he held with regard to them. I can-
not help thinking that the difficultics of manag-

1782,

ing the patient liave been excited or improved
to lead to the proposal of his inspection, (with-
out the Prince being conscious of it,) for by
that sitnation he gains an easy and frequent ac-
cess to him, and an opportunity of possessing
the confidence of the Queen. I believe this the
more trom the account of the tenderness he
showed at his first interview, for, 1 am sure, it
is not in his character to feel any. With alittle
instruction from Lord Hawksbury, the sort of
management that was carried ou by means of
the Princess-Dowager, in the early part of the
reign, may easily be practised. In short, 1
think lie will try to find the key of the back
stairs, and, with that in his pocket, take any
situation that preserves his access, and enables
him to hold a line between different parties. in
the present moment, however, he lius taken a

of his colleagues} the secret of an interview which he had
just Iad with the Prince, by coming te the Courell with His
Hexal Iighnese's hut in his hand, inztead of his own,

YOL.IT, 1
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position that puts the comuiand of the House of
Lords in his hands, for * * *

« T wish Mr. Fox and yon would give these
considerations what weight you think they de-
serve, and try if any means can be taken to
remedy this mischiel, if it appears in the same

" light to you.

< Liver yours, &e”

What were the motives that induced T.ord
Thurlow to break ofl’ so suddenly his negotiation

~with the Prince’s party, and declare himsell

with such vehemence on the side of the King
and Mr. Pitt, it does not appear very easy to
ascertain.  Possibly, from his opportunities of
visiting the Royal Patient, he had been led to
conceive sufficient hopes of recovery, to incline
the halance of his speculation that way; or, per-
haps, 1 the influence of Lord Loughborought
over Mr. Fox, he saw a risk of being supplanted
in his views on the Great Seal.  Whatever may
have heen the motive, it is certain that his ne-
gotiation with the Whigs had been amicably car-

+ The remainder of his sentence Is effaced by danmp.
1 Lord Leughiliorough is supposed to huare been the per-

‘son. who instilled into the nind of Mr. Fox the jdea of ad-

ranecing that claim of Jight for the Prinee, which gave
Mr. Pitt, in principle as well as in fact, such an advantage
o¥er him,
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ried on, ull within a few hours of his delivery
of that speech, from whose cnthusiasm the pub-
lic could little suspect how fiesh from the in-
complete bargain of defection was the speaker,
and in the course of which he gave vent to the
well.known declaration, that < his debt of gra-
titude to 1lis Majesty was ample, for the many
favours hie had graciously conferred upon him,
wlich when he forgot, might God forget him !”*

As it is not my desire to imitate those bicgra-
phers who swell thelr pages with details that
belong more properly to History, I shall forbear
to cuter Into a minute or consccutive narrative
of the proceedings of Parliament on the impost.
ant subiect of the Regeney. A writer of po.
litical biography has a right, no doubt, like an
engineer who constructs a navigable canal, to
lay every brook and spring in the seighbour-
hood under contribution for the supply and en-
richment of his work, But, to turn into it the
whole contents of the Annual Register and
Parliamentary Debates is a sort of literary can-
gineering, not quite so laudable, which, after
the example set by a Right Reverend biographer
of Mr. Pitt, will hardly again be attempted by
any one, whose ambition, at least, it is to be
read as well as bought.

* ¢ Torget vou " said Wilkes, “Lie'H see youd—d first.”

n Y
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My, Pox and Mr. Pitt, it 13 well known, dif-
fered essentially, not only with respect to the
form of the procecdings, which the Iatter re-
commended in that suspension of the RO)’al
authority, but also with respect to the ab-
stract constitutional principles, upon which those
proceedings of the Minister were professedly
founded. As soou as the nature of the malady,
with which the King was afflicted, had been as-
certained by a regular examination of the phy-
sicians in attendance on His Majesty, Mr. Pitt
moved (on the 10th of December), that a
“ Committec be appointed to examine and report
precedents of such proceedings as may have
been had, in case of the personal exercise of
the Royal authority being prevented or in-
terrupted, by infancy, sickness, infirmity, or
otherwise, with a view to provide for the
sane.” #

* Mr. Burke and Mr. Sheridan were both mermabers of this
Committee, and the following letter from the former to She-
ridan refers to it i—

“ My nEan Sin,

My idea was, that on Fox's declaring that the prece-
dents, neither individually nor collectively, do at all apply,
our attenduance ought to have been merely formal. But as
vou think otherwise, T shall certuinly be at the Committee
socnt after one. 1 rather think, that they will not attempt to
garble : beeause. supnosing the precedents fo appl}',‘ the
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It was immediately upon this motion that Mr.
Fox advanced that inconsiderate claim of Right
for the Prince of Wales, of which his rival avail-
ed himself so dexterously and trinmphantly.
Having asscrted that there existed no precedent
whatever that could bear upon the present case,
Mr. Fox procceded to say, that « the circum-
stance to be provided for did not depend upon
their deliberations as a House ot Parliament, —
it rested elsewhere. There was then a person
in the kingdom, different from any other person
that any existing precedents could refer to, —
an Heir Apparent, of {ull age and capacity to
exercise the royal power. It bchoved them,
therefore, to waste not a moment unnecessarilv\_',
but to proceed with all becoming speed and dili-
genee to restore the Sovercign power and the
exercisc of the Royal Authority. Irom what
he had read of history, from the ideas he had
formed of the law, and, what was still more pre-
cious, of the spirit of the Constitution, frem
every reasoning and analogy drawn from those
sources, he declared that he had not in his mind

major part are certainly in their faveur. It is not Jikely
that they mean to suppress,—hat it is good to be on our
guard.
“ Ever most truly vours, &e.
“« Xipmuyn Burke,
v liererd Street, Thursdoy Morning”
D3
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a doubt, and he should think himself culpable if
he did not take tlie first opportanity of declaring
it, that, in the present condition of Iis Majesty,
His Royul Highness the Prince of Wales had as
clear, as expiess i Right to exercise the power
of Hovereignty, during the continuance of the
illess and incapacity, with wbich it had pleased
God to afflict His Majesty, as in the case of His
Majesty’s having undergone a natural demise.”

It is said that, during the delivery of this
adventurous opinion, the countenance of Mr.
Pitt was seen to brighten with exultation, at the
mistake into which he perceived his adversary
was hurrving ; and scarcely had the sentence,
just quoted, been concluded, when, slapping his
thigh triumphantly, he turred to the person who
sat next him, and said, * Il un-Hhig the gen.
tleman for the rest of his life 1”

Even without this anecdote, which may be
depended upon as authentic, we have suflicient
evidence that such were his feclings, in the burst
of animation and confidence with which he in-
stantly replied to Mr. Fox, — taking his ground,
with an almost equal temerity, upon the directly
opposite doctrine, and asserting, not only that
“in the case of the interruption of the personal
exercise of the Royal Authority it devolved npon
the other branches of the Legislature to provide
a substitute for that anthority,” but that ¢« the
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Prince of Wales had no mwore riglit to exercise
the powers of government than any other person
m the realm.”

The truth is, the assertion of a Right was
cqually erroncous on both sides of the question.
The Constitution having provided no legal re-
medy for such an exigence as had now occurred,
the two lhouses of Parliament had as litide right
(in the strict sense of the word) to supply the
deficiency of the Royal power, as the Prince had
to be the person cleeted or adjudged for that
purpose. Constitutional analogy and expediency
were the only authoritics, by which the mea-
sures, necessary 1n such a conjuncture, could be
either guided or sanctioned ; and it the disput-
ants on each side had softened down their tone
to this true and practical view of the caze, there
wonid have been no material differenice, in the
first stage of the proceedings, between them,—
Mr. Pitt being ready te allow that the Ieir Ap-
purent was the obvious person, to whom expe-
diency pointed as the depository of the Royal
power, and Mr. Fox having granted, in a subse-
quent explanation of his doctrine, that, strong as
was the right upon which the claim of the Prince
was founded, Uis Royal Highness could not
assunmic that right till it had been formally ad-
judicated to him by Parliament.  The principle,
however, having been imprudently broached,

oot
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Mr. Pitt was too expert a tactician not to avail
himself of the advantage it gave hin. He was
thus, indced, furnished with an opportanity, not
only of gaining time by an artful protraction of
the discussions, but of occupying victoriously
the ground of Whiggism, which Mr. Fox had,
in his impatience or precipitancy, deserted, and
of thus adding to the character, which he had
recently acquired, of a defender of the preroga-
tives of the Crown, the more brilliant reputation
of an assertor of the rights of the People.

In the popular view which Mr. Pitt found it
convenient to take of this question, he was led,
or fell voluntarily, into some glaring ervors,
which pervaded the whole of his reasonings on
the subject. In his anxicty to prove the omni-
potence of Parliament, he evidently confounded
the Estates of the realm with the Legislature *,
and attributed to two branches of the latter such
powers as are only legally possessed by the
whole three in Parliament assembled. Ior the
purpose, too, of flattering the people with the
notion, that to them had now reverted the right
of choosing their temporary Sovereign, he ap-
plied a principle, which ought to be reserved for
extreme cases, to an cxigence by no means re-

* Mr. Grattan and the Irish Parliament carried this crror

still further, and founded all their procecdings on the neces-
ity af © providing for the deficieuey of the Third Fstate.
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fquiring this ultimate appeal,— the defect in the
government being such as the still existing Is-
tates of the realm, appointed to speak the will
of the people, but superseding any direct exer-
cise of their power, were fully competent, as in
the instance of the Revolution, to remedy.*
The solemn use of such language as Mr. Pitt,
in his over-acted Whiggism, employed upon

this occasion, — namely, that the « right” of

appointing a substitute for the Royal power was
“ to be found in the voice and the sense of the
people”—is applicable only to those conjunc-
tures, brought on by misrale and oppression,
when all forms are lost in the necessity of relief,
and when the right of the people to change and
choose their rulers is among the most sacred and
malienable that either nature or social polity has
ordained. But, to apply the language of that
last resource to the present emergency was to
brandish the sword of Goliath t on an occasion
that by no means called for it.

The question of the Prince’s claim,— in spite

#* The wost luminous view that has been taken of this
Question Is to be found in an Article of the Edinburgh Re-
view, on the Regeney of 1811, — written by one of the most
learned and able men of our day, Mr. John Allen,

t A simgle applied by Lord Semers to the power of
Impeachimient, which, lLe suid, * should be like Goliaths
sword, kept in the tewple, and not used hut npon great
ACCASIoNS.
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of the efforts of the Prince himsell and of his
royal relatives to avert the agitation of it,—was,
for evident reasons, forced into discussion by the
Minister, and decided by a majority, not only
of the two Houses but of the nation, m his fa-
vour. During one of the long debates to which
the question gave rise, Mr. Sheridan allowed him-
self to be betrayed into some expressions, which,
considering the delicate predicament in which
the Prince was placed by the controversy, were
not marked with his usual tact and sagacity. In
alluding to the claim of Right advanced for His
Royal Highness, and deprecating any further
agitation of it, he ¢ reminded the Right Ho-
nourable Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) of the danger of
provoking that cluim to be asserted [a lond cry
of hear! hear!], which, he observed, had not yet
been preferred. [ Another cery of hear! hear!}”
This was the very language that Mr. Pitt most
wished his adversaries to assume, and, accord-
ingly he turned it to account with all his usual
wastery and haughtiness. ¢ ke had now,” he
said, ¢ an additional reason for asserting the
authority of the House, and defining the bound-
arics of Riglit, when the deliberative facultics of
Parliament were invaded, and an indecent me-
nace thrown out to awe and influence their pro-
ceedings.  In the discussion of the question, the
House, hie trusted, would do their daty, in spite
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of any threat that might be thrown out. Men,
who felt their native freedom, would not submit
to a threat, however high the authority from
which it might come.”*

The restrictions of the Prerogative with which
Mr. Pitt thought proper to encumber the trans-
fer of the Royal power to the Prince, formed
the second great point of discussion between the
parties, and brought equally adverse principles
into play. Mr. Tox, still maintaining his po-
sition on the side of Royalty, defended it with
much more tenable weapons than the question of
Right had cnabled him to wield. So founded,
indeed, in the purest principles of Whiggism did
he consider his opposition, on this memorable
occasion, to any limitation of the Prerogative in
the hands of'a Regent, that he has, in his History
of James II., put those principles deliberately
upon record, as a fundamental article in the
creed of his party. The passage to which 1
allude occurs in his remarks upon the Exclusion
Bill ; and a3 it contains, in a condensed form,
the spirit of what he urged on the same point in
1789, I cannot do better than lay his own words
before the reader.  After expressing his opinion
that, at the period of which he writes, the mea-
sure of exclusion from the monarchy altogether

¥ Dmpartiul Repart of all ihe Procecdings on the Subject
f the Regenry.,
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would have been preferable to any limitation of
its powers, he proceeds to say : —* The Whigs,
who consider the powers of the Crown as a trust
for the people, a doctrine which the Tories them-
selves, when pushed in argument, will sometimes
admit, naturally think it their duty rather to
change the manager of the trast than impair the
subject of it ; while others, who consider them as
the right or property of the King, will as naturally
act as they would do in the case of any other
property, and consent to the loss or annibilation
of any part of it, for the purpose of preserving
the remainder to him, whom theystylcthe rightful
owner.” Iurther on he adds; —* The Royal
Prerogative ought, according to the Whigs, to be
reduced to such powers as are in their exercise
beneficial to the people; and of the benefit of
these they will not-rashly suffer the people to be
deprived, whether the cxceutive power be in the
hands of an hereditary or of an elective King,
of a Regent, or of any other denomination of
ma.gistrate ; while, on the other hand, they who
consider Prerogative with reference only to Roy-
alty will, with equal readiness, consent either to
the extension or the suspension of its cxercise, as
the occasional interests of the Prince may scem
to require.”

Taking this as a correct exposition of the doc-
trines of the two parties, of which My, lox and
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Mr. Pitt may be considered to have been the
representatives in the Regency question of 1789,
it will strike some minds, that however the
Whig may flatter himself that the principle by
which he is guided in such exigencies is favour-
able to liberty, and however the Tory may, with
equal sincerity, believe his suspension of the
Prerogative on these occasions to bhe advanta-
geous to the Crown, yet that in both of the
principles, so defined, therc is an evident tend-
ency to produce effects, wholly different from
those which the parties professing them con-
template.

On the one side, to sanction from authority
the notion, that there are some powers of the
Crown which may be salcly dispensed with, —
to accustom the people to an abridged exercise
of the Prerogative, with the risk of suggesting
to their minds that its full efficacy needs not be
resumed, —to set an cxample, in short, of re-
ducing the Kingly Power, which, by its success,
may invite and authorize still further encroach-
ments, —all these are dangers to which the al-
leged doctrine of Toryism, whenever brought
into practice, exposes its idol; and more par-
ticularly in enlightened and speculative times,
when the minds of men are in quest of the right
and the useful, and when a superfluity of power
is onie of those abuses, whicl they are Teast likely
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to overlook or tolerate. In such seasons, the
experiment of the Tory might lead to ail that he
most deprecates, and the hranches of the I’rero-
gative, once cut away, might, like the lopped
bougls of the fir-tree, never grow again.

On the other hand, the Whig, who asserts that
the Royal Prerogative ought to be reduced to
such powers as are beneficial to the people, and
yet stipulates, as an invariable principle, for the
transfer of that Prerogative full and unimpaired,
whenever it passes into other hands, appears,
even more perhaps than the Tory, to throw an
obstacle in the way of his own object. Circum-
stances, he grants, may arise, when the increase
of the powers of the Crown, in other ways, may
render it advisable (o controul some of its cstab.
Iished prerogatives.  But, where are we to find
a fit moment for sueh a reform, — or what open-
ing will be left for it by this fastidions Whig
principle, which, in 1680, ceuld see no middle
step between a change of the Succession, and an
undiminished maintenance of the Prerogative,
and which, in 1789, almost upon the heels of a
Declaration that < the power of the Crown had
increased and ought to be diminished,” pro-
tested against even an cxperimental reduction
of it!

According to Mr. Fox, it is a distinctive cha-
racteristic of the Tory, to attach more tmport-
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ance to tie person of the King than to his oifice.
But, assuredly, the Tory is not singular in this
want of political abstraction; and, in England,
(from a defect, TIume thinks, inherent in all
limited monarchies,) the persoral qualitics and
epintons of the Sovercign have considerable in-
fluenice upon the whole course of public affairs,
—being felt alike in that courtly sphere around
them where their attraction acts, and in that outer
circle of opposition where their repulsion comes
into play. Yo this influcnce, then, upon the
CGrovernment and the community, of which no ab-
straction can deprive thre person of the monarch,
the Whig principle in question (which scems to
consider entireness of Prerogative as necessary
to a King, as the entireness of his limbs was held
to be among the Athenians,) superadds the vast
power, both actual and virtual, which would
flow from the inviolability of the Royal office,
and forecloses so far, the chance which the more
pliant "Tory doctrine would Ieave open, of coun-
teracting the effects of the King’s indirect per-
sopnal influence, by curtailing or weakening the
grasp of some of his divect regal powers.  Ovid
represents the Deity of Light (and on an ocea-
sion, too, which may be called a Regency ques-
tion) as crowned with moveable rays, which
might be put off when too strong or dazzling.
But, according to this principle, the crown of
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Prerogative must keep its rays fixed and im-
movable, and (as the poet expresses it) * circa
caput 0MNE micantes.”

Upon the whole, however high the authori-
tics, by which this Whig doctrine was enforced
in 1789, its manpifest tendency, in most cases, to
secure a perpetuity of superfluons powers to the
Crown, appears to render 1t unfit, at least as an
invariable principle, for any party professing to
have the liberty of the people for their object.
The Prince, in his admirable Letter upon the
subject of the Regency to Mr. Pitt, was made
to express the unwillingness which he felt “ that
in his person an experiment should be made, to
ascertain with how small a portion of Kingly
power the executive government of the country
might be carried on ;”—but imagination has
not far to go in supposing a case, where the
enormous patronage vested in the Crown, and
the conscquent increase of a Royal bias through
the community, might give such an undue and
unsafe preponderance to that branch of the
Legislature, as would render any safe opportu-
nity, however acquired, of ascertaining with how
much less power the executive government could
be carried on, most acceptable, in spite of any
dogmas to the contrary, to all true lovers as well
of the monarchy as of the people.

Having given thus much consideration to the
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opinions and principles, professed on both sides
of this constitutional question, it is mortifying,
after all, to be obliged to acknowledge, that in
the relative situation of the two partics at the
moment, may be found perhaps the real, and but
too natural, source of the decidedly opposite
views which they took on the subject. Mr. Pitt,
about to surrcnder the possession of power to his
rival, had a very intelligible interest in reducing
the value of the transfer, and (as a retreating
army spike the guwns they leave behind) render-
ing the engines of Prerogative as useless as pos-
sible to his successor. Mr. Fox, too, had as
natural a motive to oppoese such a design; and,
aware that the chicf aim of these restrictive
measures was to entail upon the Whig ministry
of the Regent a wcak Government and strong
Opposition, would, of course, cagerly welcome
the aid of any abstract principle, that might
sanction him in resisting such a mutilation of the
Royal power;—well knowing that (as in the
case of the Peerage Bill in the reign of George 1,)
the proceedings altogether were actuated more
by ill-will to the successor in the trust, than by
any sincere zeal for the purity of its exercise,
Had the situations of the two leaders been
reversed, 1t is more than probable that their
mode of thinking and acting would have been
so likewisc. Mr. Pitt, with the prospect of
VOL. 11, 12
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power before his eyes, would have been still
more strenuous, pechaps, for the unbroken trans-
mission of the Prerogative—his natural leaning
on the side of power being increased by his own
approaching share in it. Mr. I'ox, too, it
stopped, like his rival, in a career of successful
administration, and cobliged to surrender up the
rcins of the state to Tory guidance, might have
found in his popular principles a still more plan-
sible pretext, for the abridgment of power in
such unconstitutional hands. He might even
too, perhaps, (as bis India Bill warrants us m
supposing,) have been tempted into the same
sort of alienation of the Royal patronage, as
that which M. Pitt now practised in the estab-
lishment of the Queen, and have taken carc to
leave behind him a strong hold of Whiggism, to
facilitate the resumption of his position, when-
ever an opportunity might present itself. Such
is human nature, even in its noblest specimens,
and so are the strongest spirits shaped by the
mould in which chance and circumstances have
placed them.

Mpr, Sheridan spoke frequently in the Debates
on this question, but his most important agency
lay in the less public business conmected with it.
He was the confidential adviser of the Prince
throughout, directed every step he took, and was
the author of most of his correspondence on the
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subject. There is little doubt, 1 think, that the CHar.
celebrated and masterly Letter to Mr. Pitt,
which by some persons has been attributed to
Burke, and by others to Sir Gilbert Elliot (after-
wards Lord Minto), was principally the produc-
tion of Mr. Sheridan. For the supposition that
it was written by Burke there are, besides the
merits of the production, butvery scanty grounds.
So little was he at that period in those habits of
confidence with the Prince, which would entitle
him to be sclected for such a task in preference
to Sheridan, that but eight or ten days before the
date of this letter (Jan. 2.) he had declared in
the House of Commons, that ¢ he knew as little
of the inside of Carlton House as he did of
Buckingham House.” Indeed, the violent state
of this extraordinary man’s temper, during the
whole of the discussions and proceedings on the
Regency, would have rendered him, even had
his intimacy with the Prince been closer, an un.
fit person for the composition of a document,
requiring so much caution, temper, and de-

1748,
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The conjecture that Sir Gilbert Elliot was the
author of it is sowewhat more plausible,—that
gentleman being at this period high in the favour
of the Prince, and possessing talents sufficient
to anthorize the suspicion (which was in itself a
reputation) that he had heen the writer of a

]
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composition so admirable.  But it scems hardly
necessary to seek further for the author of it than
Mr. Sheridan, who, besides being known to
have acted the part of the Prince’s adviser
through the whole transaction, is proved, by the
rough copies found among his papers, to have
written several other important documents con-
nected with the Regency.

I may also add that an eminent statesman of
the present day, who was at that period, though
very young, a distinguished friend of Mr. Sheri-
dan, and who has shown by the ability of his
own State Papers that he Las not forgot the les-
sens of that schoel from which this abie produc-
tion emanated, remembers having heard some
passages of the Letter discussed in Bruton Street,
as if it were then in the progress of composi-
tion, and has always, I believe, been under the
impression that it was principally the work of
Mr. Sheridan, *

I had written thus fiur on the subject of this
Letter-—and shall leave what I have written as
a memorial of the fallacy of such comjectures—
when, having still some doubts of my correct-
ness in attributing the honour of the composition

* To this authority may be added slso that of the Bishop
of Winchester, who says,——¢ Mr. Sheridun was suppozed to
have been materially coneerned in drawing up this admirable
composition.”



to Sheridan, I resolved to sk the opinion of my
friend, Sir James Mackintosh, a person above
all others qualified, by relationship of talent, to
recognize and “ speak to” the mighty spirit of
Burke, in whatever shape the ¢ Royal Dane”
may appear. The strong Impression on his
mind—amounting almost to certainty—was that
no other hand but that of Burke could have
written the greater part of the Letter;* and by
a more diligent inquiry, in which his kindness
assisted me, it has heen ascertained that his opi-
nion was, as it could not fail to be, correct.
The following extract from a letter written by
Lord Minto at the time, referring obviously to

the surmise that he was, himself, the author of

the paper, confirms heyond a doubt the fact, that
it was written almost solely by Burke :—

* It is amusing to ohserve how tastes differ ;—the follow-
ing is the opinion entertuined of this letter by a gent](‘-mﬁﬂ,
who, I understand aud ean easily believe, #s an old estal-
lished Reviewer. After mentioning that it was attributed to

the pen of Burke, he adds,—< The story, however, docs not

scem entitled to mueh credit, for the Internal character of the
paper is too vapid and heavy for the genius of Burke, whose
ardent mind would assuredly have diffused vigeur into the
composition, and the correctness of whose judgment would
as certainly have preserved it from the charge of inelegance
and grammatical deficiency.”—Dr. Warkixs, Life of She-
ridean.

Such, in nine cases ont of ten, are the periedical guides of
public taste.
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“ There was not a word of the Prince’s Letter
to Pitt mine. It was originally Burke’s altered
a little, but not improved, by Sheridan and other
critics, The answer made by the Prince yes-
terday to the Address of the two Houses was
entircly mine, and done in a great hurry half an
hour before it was to be delivered.”

While it is with regret 1 give up the claim of
Mr. Sheridan to this fine specimen of English
composition, it but adds to my mtense admira-
tien of Burke—not on account of the beauty
of the writing, for his fame required no such ac-
cession—but from that triumph of mind over
temper which it exhibits—that forgetfulness of
Self; the true, transmigrating power of genius,
which enabled him thus to pass his spirit into
the station of Royalty, and to assume all the
calm dignity, both of style and feeling, that
became it.

It was to be expected that the conduct of
Lord Thurlow at this period should draw down
upon him all the bitterness of those who were in
the secret of his ambidextrous policy, and who
knew both his disposition to desert, and the
nature of the motives that prevented him. To
Sheridan, in particular, such a result of a ne-
gotiation, in which he had been the principal

L AR L nay L
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mover and mediator, could not be otherwise CHAD.
than deeply mortifying. Of all the various ta-

lents with which he was gifted, his dexterity in
political intrigue and management was that of
which he appears to have been most vain; and
this vanity it was that, at a later period of his
Life, sometimes led him to branch off from the
main body of his party, upon secret and solitary
enterprises of ingennity, which—as may be ex-
pected from all such independent movements of 2
partisan—generally ended in thwarting his friends
and cmbarrassing himself,

In the dehate on that clause of the Bill which
restricted the Ilegent from granting places or
peusions in reversion, he is represented as hav-
g attacked Lord Thuarlow in terms of the most
unqualified severity,—speaking of * the natural
ferocity and sturdiness of his temper,” and of
¢ his brutal bluffness.” But to such abuse, un-
seasoned by wit, Mr. Sheridan was not at all
likely to have condescended, being well aware
that, * as in smooth oil the razor best is set,” so
satirc is whetted to its most perfect keenness by
courtesy. His clumsy reporters have, in this,
as in almost all other instances, misrepresented

1749,

him.

With cqual personality, bat more playfulness,
Mr. Burke, in exposing that wretched fiction,
by which the Great Seal was converted into the
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Third Branch of the Legislature, and the assent
of the King forged to a Bill, in which his inca-
pacity to give either assent or dissent was de-
clared, thus expressed himself:—< But what is
to be done when the Crown is in a deliqguium ?
It was intended, he had heard, to set up a man
with black brows ard a large wig, a kind of
scare-crow to the two Houses, who was to give
and this

a fictitious assent in the royal name
to be binding on the people at large!” The
following remarkable passage, too, in a subse-
quent Speech, is almost too well known to be
cited :——* The other House,” he said, * were
not yet perhaps recovered from that extraordi-
nary burst of the pathetic which had been ex-
hibited the other evening; they lhad not yet
dried their cyes, or been restored to their for-
mer placidity, and were unqualified to attend to
new business. The tears shed in that House on
the occasion to which he alluded, were not the
tears of patriots for dying laws, but of Lords for
their expiring places. The iron tears, which
flowed down Pluto’s cheek, rather resembled
the dismal bubbling of the Styx, than the gentle
murmuring streams of Aganippe.”

While Lord Thurlow was thus treated by the
party whom he had so nearly joined, he was but
coldly welcomed back by the Minister whom he
had so nearly deserted. His reconciliation, too,
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with the latter was by no means either sincere
or durable,—the renewal of friendship between
politicians, on such occasions, being generally
like that which the Diable Boiteux describes,
as having taken place between himself and a
brother sprite,—* We were reconciled, em-
braced, and have hated each other heartily ever
since.”

In the Regency, indeed, and the transactions
connected with it, may be found the source of
most of those misunderstandings and enmities
whicli broke out scon after among the eminent
men of that day, and were attended with con-
sequences so important to themselves and the
country. DBy the difference just mentioned, be-
tween Mr. Pitt and Lord Thurlow, the minis-
terial arrangements of 1793 were facilitated,
and the leamed Lord, after all his sturdy pli-
ancy, consigned to a life of ineflectual discontent
ever after.,

The disagreement between Mr. Burke and
Mr. Fox, if not actually originating now—and
its foundations had been, perhaps, laid from the
beginning, in the total dissimilarity of their dis-
positions and sentiments—was, at least, consi-
derably ripened and accelerated by the events of
this period, and by the discontent that each of
them, like partners in unsuccessful play, was
known to feel at the mistakes which the other
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had committed in the game, Mr, Fox had, un-
questionably, every rcason to lament as well as
blame the violence and virulence by which his
associate had disgraced the contest.  The effect
produced upon the public by the irreverent sal-
lies of Burke, and by the too cvident triumph,
both of hate and hope, with which he regarded
the calamitouns situation of the King, contributed
not a little to render still lower the alrcady low
temperature of popularity at which his party
stood throughout the country. It seemed as if
a long course of imeffectual struggle in politics,
of frustrated ambition and unrewarded talents,
Iiad at length exasperated his mind to a degree
beyond endurance; and the extravagances into
which he was hurried in his specches on this
question, appear to have been but the first work-
ings of that impatience of a losing cause—that
resentment of failure, and disgust at his partners
in it—which soon afterwards found such a sig-
nal opportunity of exploding.

That Mr. Burke, upon far less grounds, was
equally discontented with his co-operators in this
emergency, may be collected from the following
passage of a letter, addressed by him in the
summer of this year to Lord Charlemont, and
given by Hardy in his Memoirs of that noble-
man .—
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*“ Perpctual failure, even though nothing in that fail-
ure can be fixed on the improper choice of the object or
the in judicious choice of meant;, will detract every day
more and more from a man’s credit, until he ends with-
out success and without reputation. In fact, a constant
pursuit even of the hest objeets, without adequate mstru-
ments, detracts something from the opinion of a man’s
Jjudgment. This, I think, may be in part the cause of
the inactivity of others of our friends who are in the
vigour of life and in possession of a great degree of lead
and authority. I do not blame them, though I lament
that state of the public mind, in which the people can
consider the exclusion of such talents and such virtues
from their service, as a point gamed to them. The only
peint in which I can find any thing to blame in these
friends, is their not taking the effectual means, which
they certainly had in their power, of making an honour-
able retreat from their prospect of power into the pos-
session of reputation, by an effectual defence of them-
selves.  There was an opportunity whick was not made
use of for that purpose, and which could scarcely have
failed of turning the tables on their adversaries.”

Another instance of the embittering influence
of these transactions may be traced in their
effects upon Mr. Burke and M. Sheridan—be-
tween whom tliere had arisen a degree of emu-
lation, amoumting to jealousy, which, though
hitherto chiefly confined to one of the parties,
received on this occasion such an addition of
fuel, as spread it equally through the minds of
both, and conduced, in no small degree, to the
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explosion that followed. Both Irishmen, and
both adventurers in a region se much clevated
above their original station, it was but natural
that some such fecling should kindle between
them; and that, as Durke wus already mid-
way in his career, when Sheridan was but enter-
ing the field, the stirrings, whether of emulation

“or cnvy, should first be felt by the latter, It is

said that in the ceremonial of Hastings’s T'rial,
the privileges enjoyed by Burke, as a Privy-
counsellor, were regarded with evident uncasi-
ness by his brother Manager, who could not as
yet boast the distinction of Right IHonourable
before his name. As soon, however, as the rapid
run of Sheridan’s success had enabled him to
overtake his veteran rival, this feeling of jea-
lousy took possession in full force of the latter,
—and the close relations of intimacy and con-
fidence, to which Sheridan was now admitted
both by Mr, Fox and the Prince, are supposed
to have heen not the least of those causes of
irritation and disgust, by which Burke was at
length driven to break with the party altogether,
and to show his gigantic strength at parting, by
carrying away some of the strongest pillars of
Whiggism in his grasp.

Lastly, to this painful list of the feuds, whose
origin is to be found in the times and transac-
t1ons of which we are speaking, may be added
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that slight, but too visible cloud of misunder-
standing, which arose between Mr., I'ox and
Mr. Sheridan, and which, though it never
darkened into any thing serious, continued to
pervade their intercourse with each other to the
last——exhibiting itself, on the part of Mr. Iox,
in a degree of distrustful reserve not natural to
bim, and, on the side of Sheridan, in some of
those counter-workings of influence, which, as I
have already said, he was sometimes induced
by lis Jove of the diplomacy of politics to prac-
tise.

Among the appointments named in contem-
plation of a Regency, the place of Treasurer of
the Navy was allotted to Mr. Sheridan. He
would never, however, admit the idea of cer-
tainty in any of the arrangements so sanguinely
caleulated upon, but continually impressed upon
his impatient friends the possibility, if not pro-
bability, of the King’s recovery. He had even
refused to look at the plan of the apartments,
which he himself was to occupy in Somerset
Ilousc; and had but just agreed that it should
be sent to him for examination, on the very day
when the King was declared convalescent by
Dr. Warren.  lle entered his own house (to
use the words of the relater of the anccdote) at
dinner-time with the news. There were present,

CHAP.
XIHI.

1789,



CHAP.
XIII,

1739.

{2

—hesides Mrs. Sheridan  and his  sister, —
Tickell, who, on the change of administration,
was to have been immediately brought into Par-
liament,—Joseph Richardson, who was to have
had Tickell’s place of Commissioner of the
Stamp-office,—Mr. Reid, and some others. Not
one of the company but had cherished expecta-
tions from the approaching change—not one
of them, however, had lost so much as Mr. She-
ridan. With his wonted equanimity he an-
nounced the sudden turn affairs had taken, and
looking round him cheerfully, as he filled a large
glass, said,—¢ Let us all join in drinking His
Majesty’s speedy recovery.””

The measures which the Irish Parliament
adopted on this occasion, wounld have been pro-
ductive of anomalies, both theoretic and practi-
cal, had the continued illness of the King allowed
the projected Regency to take place. As it was,
the most material consequence that ensued was
the dismissal from their official situations of
Mr. Ponsonby and other powerful individuals, by
which the Whig party received such an accession
of strength, as enabled them to work out for
their country the few blessings of liberty that
still remain to her. Among the victims to their
votes on this question was Mr. Charles Sheridan,
who, on the recovery of the King, was dismissed
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from his office of Secrctary of War, but received
compensation by a pension of FR00L 2 year, with
the reversion of 800/ a year to lis wife.

The ready and ardent burst of devotion with
which Ireland, at this moment, like the Pytha-
goreans at their morning worship, turned to wel-
come with her Harp the Rising Sun, was long
remembered by the object of her homage with
pride and gratitude,—and, let us trust, is not
cven yet entirely forgotten.*

It has already been mentioned that to M,
sheridan, at this period, was centrusted the task
of drawing up several of the State Papers of the
Heir-Apparent. From the rough copies of these
papers that have fallen into my hands, I shall
content myself with selecting two Letters—the
first of which was addressed by the Prince to the
Queen, immediately after the communication
to Her Majesty of the Resolution of the two
Houses placing the Royal Household under her
control,

“ Before Your Majesty gives an answer to the
application for your Royal permission to place
under Your Majesty’s separate authority the

* This vain hope was expressed before the late decision
on the Cathelic question had proved to the Irish that, where
their rights are coneernied, neither public nor private pledges
are regarded.
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direction and appointment of the King’s house-
hold, and thereby to scparate from the difficult
and arduous situation which I am unfortunately
called upen to fill, the accustomed and necessary
support which has ever belonged to it, permit
me with every sentiment of duty and affection
towards Your Majesty to entreat your atientive
perusal of the papers which I have the honour
to enclose. They contain a sketch of the plan
now proposed to be carried into exceution as
comniunicated to me by Mr. Pitt, and the senti-
ments which 1 found myself bound in duty to
declare in reply to that communication. I take
the liberty of lodging these papers in Your Ma-
jesty’s hands, confiding that, whenever it shall
please Providence to remove the malady with
which the King my father is now unhappily at-
flicted, Your Majesty will, in justice to me and
to those of the Royal family whose affectionate
concurrence and support I have received, take
the carliest opportunity of submitting them to
his Royal perusal, in order that no interval of
time may elapse before he is in possession of the
true motives and principles upon which I have
acted. I here solemnly repeat to Your Majesty,
that among those principles there is not one
which influences my mind so much as the firm
persuasion I have, that my conduct in endea-
vouring to maintain unimpaired and undivided
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the just rights, prerogutives, and dignity of the
Crown, in the person of the King’s represent-
ative, is the only line of conduct which weuld
entitle me to His Majesty’s approbation, or enable
me {o stand with confidence in his Royal pre-
sence on the happy day of his recovery;—aund,

on the contrary, that those who, under colous of

respect and attachment to his Royal person, have
contrived this project for cnfeebiing and de-
grading the cxecntive authority of the realm,
will be considered by him as having risked tlie
happiness of his people, and the security of the
throne itself, by establishing a fatal precedent
whiclt may hereafter be urged against his own
anthority, on as plausible pretences, or revived
against the just rights of his family. In speak-
g my opintons of the motive of the projectors
of this schieme, 1 trust 1 nced not assure Your
Majesty that the respect, duty, and affection [
owe to Your Majesty bave never suffered me
for a single moment to consider you as counte-
nancing in the slightest degree, theis plan or their
purposes. 1 have the firmest reliance on Yonr
Majesty’s early declaration to me, on the subject
of public affairs, at the commencement of our
common calamity ; and, whatever may be the
efforts of evil or interested advisers, I Lave the
same confidence that you will never permit ot
endure that the influence of vour respected name
YL, . .
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shall be profaned to the purpose of distressing
the govermment and insulting the person of your
son.  How thr those, who ave evidently pursi-
ing both these objects, may be encouraged by
Your Majesty™s acceptance of one part of the
powers purposed to be lodged in your hands, I
will not presume to say.* The proposition has
assumed the shape of a Resolution of Parliament,
and thercfore I am silent.

“ Your Majesty will do me the honour to
weigh the opinions I formed and declared before
Parliament had entertained the plan, and, with
those before you, your own good judgment wili
decide. T have only to add that whatever that
decision may be, nothing will ever alter the m-
terest of true affection and inviclable duaty,”
&e. &e,

The second Letter that I shall give, from the
rough copy of Mr. Sheridan, was addressed by

# In speaking of the extraordinary imperéium in imperig,
with which the command of so much power and patronage
wonld have invested the Queen, the Annmal Register (Ro-
binson’s} remarks justly, “ It was not the least extraordinary
circumstance in these transactions, that the Queen could be
prevailed npon to lend her nmame to a project which would
eventually have placed her in avowed rivalship with her son,
and at a moment when her attention might seem to be ab-
sorhed by domestic calamity, have cstablished her ot the
head of a political party.”
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the P’rince to the King after his recovery, an-
nouncing the intention of Ilis Royal Highness
to submit to His Majesty a Memorial, in vindi-
cation of his own conduct and that of his Royal
brother the Duke of York throughout the whole
of the proceedings consequent upon His Ma-
Jesty’s indisposition.

“ SIR,

“ Thinking it probable that I should have
been honoured with your commauds to attend
Your Muyesty on Wednesday last, I have unfor-
tunately lost the opportunity of paving my duty
to Your Majesty before your departure from
Weymonth. The accounts I have received of
Your Majesty’s health have given me the greatest
satisfaction, and should it be Your Mujesty’s in-
tention to return to Weymouth, 1 trust, Sir, there
will be no impropricty in my then intreating
Your Majesty’s gracious attention to a point of the
greatest moment to the peace of my own mind,
and one in which Iam convinced Your Majesty’s
feelings are cqually interested.  Your Majesty’s
letter to my brother the Duke of Clarence, in
May last, was the first direct intimation [ had
ever received that my conduct and that of my
brother the Duke of York, during Your Ma-
jesty’s late lamented iliness, had brought on us
the heavy misfortune of Your Majesty’s displea-

B
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CHAP.  gyre., 1 should be wholly unworthy the return
of Your Majesty’s confidence and good opinion,

which will ever be the first objeets of my life, if
I coutd have read the passage 1 refer to in that
letter without the deepest sorrow and regret for
the coffect produced on Your Majesty’s mind;
though at the same time I felt the firmest persua-
& sion that Your Majesty’s generosity and good-
: ness would never pevmit that cffect to remuin,
without affording us an opportunity of knowing
what had been urged against us, of replying to
our accusers, and of justifying ourselves, if the
means of justification were in our power.

« Great however as my impatience and anx-
iety werc on this subject, T felt it a superior
consideration not to intrude any unpleasing or
agitating discussions upon Your Majesty’s atten-
tion, during an cxcursion devoted to the case
and amusement necessary for the re-establish-
ment of Your Majesty’s health. 1 determined
to sacrifice my own feelings, and to wait with
resignation till the fortunate opportunity should
arrive, when Your Majesty’s own paternal good-
ness would, I was convinced, lead you even to
ineite your sons to that f{air hearing, which your
justice would not deny to the meanest individual
of your subjects. In this paintul interval T have
employed myself in drawing up a full statemcot
and account of my conduct during the period
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aluded to, and of the motives and circumstances (ifnilf’
which influenced me. Wiien these shall be hum- '
bly submitted to Your Majesty’s consideration,
I may be possibly found to have erred in judg-
ment, and to have acted on mistaken principles,

1784,

but T have the most assured conviction that 1
shall not be found to have been deficient in that
duteous affection to Your Majesty which no-
thing shall ever diminish, Anxious for every
thing that may contribute to the comfort and
satisfaction of Your Majesty’s wmind, I cannot
omit this opportunity of Tamenting those appear-
ances ol a less gracious digposition in the Queen,
towards my brothers and myself, than we were
accustomed to experience; and to assure Your
Majesty, thatif by yvour affectionate interposition
thesc most unpleasant sensations should be hap-
pily removed, it would be an event not less
grateful 16 our minds than satisfactory to Your
Majesty’s own benign disposition. I will not
longer, &c. &ec. G. p”

The Statement here announced by His Royal
Highness (a copy of which I have scen, occupy-
ing, with its Appendix, ncar a hundred {olio
pages,) is supposed to have been drawn up by
Lord Minto,

To descend from documents of such high
smport to one of a wneh unbier nature, the

1
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foliowing curious memorial was presented this
year to Mr. Sheridan, by a literary gentlemun
whom the Whig party thought it worth while to
employ in their service, and who, as far as 1n-
dustry went, appears to have been not unworthy
of his hire.  Simonides is said to be the first an-
thor that ever wrote for pay, but Simonides little
dreamt of the perfection to whiclt his craft would
one day be brought.

« Memorial for Dv, W. T ¥ Fitzroy Street, Fiizroy Chopel.

“ In May, 1787, Dr. Parr, in the name of his
political friends, engaged Dr. T. te cmbrace
those opportunities, which his connections with
booksellers and periodical publications might
afford him, of supporting the principles of their
party. Mr. Sheridan, m August, 1787, gave two
notes, 50/ each, to Dr. T. for the first year’s scr-
vice, which notes were paid at different periods
—the first by Mr. Sheridan at Brookes’s, in
January, 1788, the second by Mr. Windham in
May, 1788.  Mr. Sheridan, in different conver-

* This industrions Seotchman (of whose name I have enly
given the initials} was not without some sharc of hnmounr. On
hearing that a certain modern philesopher had carried his be-
lief in the perfectibility of all Kving things so far, as to say that
he did not despair of seeing the day when tigers themselves
might be edueated, Dr. T, excloimed, * I should like dearly
to see Bim in 2 cage with foa of his pupils ©°

oo, e .
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sations encouraged Dy, T. to go on with the ex-

pectation of a like sum ycarly, or ZOL hal’

yearly. Dr. T, with this encouragement. engaged
in different publications for the purpose of this
agrecment.  Hce is charged for the most part
with the Political and Historieal articles in the
Analytical Review, und he also occasionally
writes the Political Appendix to the English
Review, of which particulasly he wrote that for
April last, and that for Juune last. He also every
week writes an abridgment of Politics for the
Whitchall Fvening Post, and a Political Review
every month for a Sunday paper entitled The
Review and Sunday Advertiser. Ina Romance,
entitled ¢ Mammoth, or Human Nature dis-
played,” &c. Dr. T. has shown hew mindful he
is on all occasions of his engagements to those
who confide in him. He has also occasionally
moved other engines, which it would be tedious
and might appear too trifling to mention, Dr, L.
is not ignorant that uncommon charges have
happened in the course of this last vear, that is,
the year preceding May, 1780, Instead of 100L
therefore, he will be satisficd with 504 for that
vear, provided that this abatement shall not form
a precedent against his claim of 1004 annually,
it his further services shall be deemed accept-
able.  There is onc point on which Dr. T. par-
ticularly reserved himself, namely, to make no
I /I,
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attack on Mr. Hastings, and this will be attested
by Dr. Parr, Mi. sheridan, and, it the Boctor
rightly recollects, by Mr., Windham,

e Figaroy Street, 21st July, 17897

Taking into account zlt the various cireum-

. stances that concurred to glorify this period of

Sheridan’s life, we may allow ourselves, I think,
to pausc upon it as fhe apex of the pyramid;
and, whether we consider his fame, his talents,
or his happiness, may safely say, * Llere is thelr
highest pomnt.”

The new splendour which his recent trinzinplhs
in cloquence had added to a repatation already
so illustrious, —the power which he seemed to
have acquired over the future destinies of the
country, by his acknowledged influence in the
councils of the Heir Apparent, and the tribute
paid to him, by the avowal both of friends and
foes, that he had used this influence, in the late
trying crisis of the Regency, with a judgment
and delicacy that proved him worthy of it, —all
these advantages, both brilliant and solid, which
subseguent circumstances but too much tended
to weaken, at this moment surrounded him in
their newest lustre and promise.

He was just now, too, in the first enjoyment
of a {ecling, of which habit must have after-
wards dulled the zest ; wamely, the proud con-
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scioushess of having surmounted the disadvan-
tages of birth aud station, and placed himselt
on a level with the highest and noblest of the
land. - This footing in the society of the great
he could ouly have attained by parliamentary
cminence ; —as a mere writer, with all his ge-
s, he never wonld hove been thus admitted ad
cundern among thear,  Talents in literature or
science, unassisted by the advantages of birth,
may lead 1o association with the great, but varely

to cquality ; — it is a passport through the well-
guarded {rontier, but no title to naturalisation
within, By him, who has not been born aimong
them, this can ontly Le achieved by polities,  In
that arena which they look upon as their own,
the Legislature of the land, let a man of genius,
like Bheridan, but assert his supremacy, — at
once all these barriers of reserve and pride give
way, and he takes, by right, a station at their
side, which a Shakspeare or a Newton would
but have enjoyed by courtesy.

In fixing upon this period of Sheridan’s life,
as the most shining wra of Lis talents as well as
his fame, it is not meant to be denied that in his
subsequent warfare with the Minjster, during
the stormy time of the French Revolution, he
exhibited a prowess of oratory no less suited to
that actual service, than his cloquence on the
trial of Ilastings had been to such lighter tilts
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and tournaments of peace. But the coffict of
his talents was far Iess striking ;——thc current of
teeling through En gland was against him ;—and,
however greatly this added to the merits of liis
eflorts, it deprived him of that echo from the
public heart, by which the voice of the orator
is endued with a sort of multiplicd life, and, as
it were, survives itself.  In the panic, too, that
followed the French Revolution, all elequence,
but that from the lips of Power, was disregarded,
and the voice of him at tlie helm was the only
one listened to in the storm.

Of his happiness, at the peried of which we
are speaking, in the midst of so much success
and hope, there can be but little doubt. Though
pecuniary embarrassment, as appears from his
papers, had already begin to weave its fatal net
around him, there was as yet little more than suf
ficed to give exercise to his ingenuity, and the
resources of the Drury-Lane treasury were still
in full nightly flow. The charms, by which his
home was emhbellished, were such as few other
homes could boust; and, i avy thing made it
less happy than it ought to be, the cause was to
be found m the very brilliancy of his life and
attractions, and in those triunephs out of the
sphere of domestic love, 10 which his vanity,
perhaps, oftener than his feelings, impelled him.

Among his own Immediate associates, the
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gaiety of his spirits amounted almost to boyish-
ness. He delighted in all sorts of dramatic
tricks and disguises ; and the lively parties, with
which his country-house was always filled, were
kept in momentary expectation of some new de-
vice {or their mystification or amusement.® It
was not unusual to despatch a man and horse
seven or eight miles for a picce of crape or a
mask, or seme other such trifle for these frolics.
His friends Tickell and Richardson, both men
of wit and humour, and the former possessing
the sume degree of Light animal spirits as him-
self, were the constant companions of all his

* To give some idea of the youthful tone of this society,
I shall mention one out of many anecdotes related to me by
persous who had themselves been ornuments of it. The
ladies having one cvening received the gentlemen in masgue-
rade dresses, which, with thelr obstinate silence, made it
impossible to distinguish one from the other, the gentlemen
in their turn, invited the ladies, next evening to o similar
trial of eonjecture on themselves; and notice helng given
that they were ready dressed, drs. Sheridan and her com-
panions were admitted into the dining-room, where they
found a party of Turks, sitting silent and. masked round the
table.  After a long course of the nsual guesses, exclam-
ations, &e. &e. and each lady having taken the arm of the
person she was most sure of, they heard a burst of laughter
through the half-open door, and locking there, saw the gen-
tlemew themselves in their proper persons, — the masks,
upon whom they had been lavishing their sagacity, being ne
other than the maid-servants of the house, who had been thus
dresscd up to deevive them.
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social hours, and kept up with him that ceady
rebound of pleasaniry, without which the play
of wit languishes.

There ix a Tetter, written one night by Rich-
ardson at Tunbridge®, (after wailing five long
hours for Sheridan,) so full of that mixture of
melancholy and humour, which chequered the
mind of this interesting raan, that, as iflustrative
of the characier of oue of Sheridan’s most nati-
mate {riends, it may be inserted here r—

< Half past nine, Mount Ephraim.
“ Deak SHERIDAN,

“After you had heen gone an hour or two I
got moped dammnably. Perhaps there is a sym-
pathy between the corporeal and the mind’s
eye. In the Temple I can’t sce tar before me,
and scldom extend my speculations on things to
come into any fatiguing sketeh of reflection. —
From your window, however, there was a tedi-
ous scope of black atmosphere, that 1 think won

*1n the year 1700, when Mrs. Sheridun was trying the
waters of Tunbridge, for her health. In a letter to She-
ridun’s sistee from this pluce, dated September, 1790, she
says, I drink the waters once ¢ duy, and ride aud drive all
the forenoon, which mukes nie ravenons when I returm. 1T
feel I am in very good health, and T am told that [ am in
hLigh beanty, two circumstances which ought and de put me
in high good humour.”
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my mind inte a sort of fellow-travellership, pac-
ing me again through the cheerless waste of the
past, and presenting hardly one little rarciied
cloud to give a dim ormament to the future ; —
not a star to be seen; — no permanent light fo
gild my horizon; —only the fading helps to
transient gaiety in the lamps of Tunbridge ; —
no Law coffee-house at hand, or any other house
of relicf'; —no antagonist to bicker one into a
controul of one’s cares by a successfitl opposi-
fion*, nor a softer enemy to soothe one into an
oblivion of them.

* Richardson was remarkable for his love of disputation ;
and Tickell, when hord pressed by him in argument, vsed
often, as a last resouree, to assume the voice and mannper of
Mr., Fox, which he had the power of mimicking so exactly,
that Richardson confessed he sometimes stond awed and
silenced by the resemblanee.

This disputations humonr of Richardson was once turned
to account by Sheridun in a very characteristic manner.
Having had a hackney-coach in employ for five or six hours,
and not heing provided with the means of paying it, ke hap-
pened to espy Richardson in the street, and proposed tu
take him in the cosch some part of his way. The offer
being accepted, Sheridan lost no time in starting a subject
of conversation, on which he knew his compfminn was sure
to become argnmentutive and animated. Having, by well-
managad contradiction, Lrought him to the proper pitch of
exgitement, he affected to grow impatient and angry himself,
and saying that *he could not think of staying in the same
eoach with a person that would use such language,” pulled
the cheek-string, and desired the coachman to let him out.
Richardson, wholly sceupied with the argument, snd re-
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“ It is damued foolish for ladies to leave thetr
scissors about ;3 — the frail thread of a worthless
life is soon snipped. 1 wish to God my fate had
been true to its frst destination, and made a
parson of me ; — I should have made an cxeel-
lent country Joll. Ithink I can, with confidence,
pronounce tie character that would have been
given of me:—Ide was an indolent good-hu-
moured man, civil at all times, and hospitable at
others, namely, when he was able to be so, whach,
truth to say, happened but seldom. His sermons
were better than his preaching, and his decirine
better than his life ; though often grave, and
sometimes mclancholy, he nevertheless loved a
Joke,— the more so when overtaken in his cups,
which, a regard to the faith of history compels
us to subjoin, fell out not unfrequently. He
tad more thoirght than was generally imputed
to him, though it must be owned no man alive
ever exercised thought to so Tittle purpose. He-
becca, his wife, the danghter of an opulent
farmer in the neighbourhood of his small living,
brought him cightcen children ; and he now

garding the retreat of his opponent as an acknowledgment
of defeat, still pressed his poiut, and even hollowed  more
last words” through the coach window after Sheridun, who,
walking quietly homne, left the poor disputant responsible for
the heavy fare of the coach.
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rests with those who, being rather noz absolutely
vicious than actively good, confide in the bounty
of Providence to strike a mild average between
the contending negations of their lite, and to
allow them in their future state, what he ordain-
ed them in this carthly pilgrimage, a snug neu-
trality and a uscless repose. — [ had written thus
far, absolutely determined, under an irresistible
influence of the megrims, to set off for London
on foot, when, accidentully searching for a car-
dialgic, to my great delight, 1 discovered three
fugitive sixpences, headed by a vagrant shilling,
immerged in the heap in my waistcoat pocket.
This discovery gave an immediate elasticity to
my mind; and I have therefore devised a
scheine, worthier the improved state of my spi-
rits, namely, to swindle your servants out of a
horse, under the pretence of a ride upon the
heath, and to jog on contentedly homewards.
So, under the protection of Providence, and the
mercy of footpads, I trust we shall meet again,
to-morrow ; at all events, there is nothing
huffish in this; for, whether sad or merry, I am
always,
 Most affectionately yours,
“J. Ricuarpsox.
“P. 8. Your return only confirmed me in my
resolution of going; for I had worked myself,
i five hours” solitude, 1nto such a state of ner-

CHAP.
X1

1700



GHAP,
XII1.

15400,

L}

30

vous melancholy, that I found 1 could not. hely
the meanness of erying, even iff any one looked
nie in the face. I am anxious to avoid a regular
convietion of so disteputable an ffirmity 5 —
hesides, the night has become quite pleasant.”

Between Tickell and Sheridan there ways u
never-ending  “skirmish of wit,” both verbal
and practical 5 and the latter kind, in particu-
lar, was carried on between them wiih @il the
waggery, and, not unfrequentiy, the malice of
school-boys.*  "Tickell, much less occupied by
business than his friend, had always some poli-
tical jeww-d’esprit on the anvil; and sometines
these trifles were produced by them jourtly.
The following string of pasquinades, so well
known in political circles, and written, as the

*On one eceasion, Sheridan Loving covered the floor of
a dark passage, leading from the drawing-room, with all the
plates and dishes of the house, ranged closely together,
proveked his nneonscious pluy-fellow to pursue him into the
midst of them. Huving left & path for his ovn escape, he
passed through easily, but Tickel falling at full length iuto
the ambuscade, was very much out in scveral places. The
next day, Lord John Towushend, en payiug a visit to the
bed-side of Tickell, fonnd him eovered over with patches,
and indignantly vowing vengeance against Sheridan for this
unjustifiable trick. Ta the midst of his anger, however, be
eould not help exdaiming, with the true feeling of sn wma-
teur of this sort of mischief, ¢ But how amazingly well done
it was I
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reader will perceive, at different dates, though ClIaF
principally by Sheridan, owes some of its stanzas
to Tickell, and a few others to Lord John
Townshend. T have strung together, without
regard to chronology, the best of these detached
lampoons.  Time having removed their venom,
and with it, in a great degree, their wit, they
arc now, like dried snakes, mere harmless ob-
jects of curiosity.

“ Johnny W—lks, Johnny W-—lks *,
Thou greatest of bilks,
How chang’d arc the notes you now sing !
Your fam’d Forty-five
Is Prerogative,
And your blasphemy, ¢ God save the King,’
_ Johnny W—1ks,
And your blasphemy, ¢ God save the King.” ™

“ Jack Ch—ch—1}, Jack Ch—ch—11,
The town sure you search ill,
Your mob has disgraced all your brags ;
When next you draw out
Your hospital rout,
1o, prithee, afford them clean rags,
Jaclk Ch—ch—Il,

Do, prithee, afford them clean rags.”

#In Sheridan's copy of the stanzas written by him in this
metre at the time of the Union, (beginning « Zooks, Harry!
zyoks, Harry1”) he entitled them “ An admirable new Bal-
lad, which gocs excellently well to the tune of

« Mrs. Arne, Mra. Arne,
It gives me concarn,” &e.

voL, T, &
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CHAD. inK antal
i “ Captain K—th, Captain K—th,

Keep your tongue twixt your teeth,
Lest bed-chamber tricks you hetray ;
And, if tecth you want morve,
Why, my bold Commodore, —
You may borrow of Lord G—11—y,
Captain 1—th.
You may borrow of Lord G—Il—y.”

* < Joe M—wb—y, Joe M—wb—y,
Your throat sure imust raw he,
In striving to make yourself heard ;
But it pleased not the pigs,
Nor the Westminster W higs,
That your Knighthood should utter one word,
Joe M—wb—y,
That your Knighthood should utter one word.™

& M —ntim—roes, M—ntm—res,

Whom nobody for is,
And _for whom we none of us care ;

From Dublin you caine-—

It had been much the same
If ¥ our Lordship had staid where you were,

M—utm—res,

If Your Lordship had staid where you were.”

“ Lord O—gl—y, Lord O—gl—r,
You spoke mighty strongly —
‘Who you are, thd', all people admire !

# This stanza and, I rather think, the rext were by Lord
John Tewnshend,
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But Tl let you depart,
For 1 belieye in my heart,
You had ither they did pot enquire,
TLord O—gl—y,
You had rather they did not enquire.”

“ Gl—mb—e, Gl—nb—e,

Whats good for the seurvy ?
For nc'er be your old trade forgot—

In your arms rather guarter

A pestle and mortar,
And your crest be a sprucc gallipot,

Gl—nb—e¢,

Your crest be a spruce gallipot.”

“ Gl—ab-—e, Gl—nbh—-c,
The world’s topsy-turvy,
Of this truth youw’re the fittest attester ;
For, who can deny
That the T.ow become High,
When the King makes 2 Lord of Silvester,
Gl—nb—e,
When the King makes a Lord of Silvester #”

“« Mr. P—1, Mr, P—1,

In return for your zeal,
I am told they have dubl’d you Sir Bob;

Iaving got wealth enough

By coarse Manchester stuff,
For honours you'll now drive a job,

My, P,

For honours you'll now drive a job.”

a2
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“ Ol poor B—ks, oh poor B—ks,
&1l eondemo’d to the ranks,
Not en yet froni a private promoied ;
PHer ne'er will relent,
Though be knows you repent
Having onee or twice honestly voted,
Poor B—ks,

Having once or twice honestly voled.”

“ Dull H—l—y, dull H—]—y,
Your auditors fecl ye
A spoaker of very great wilght,
And they wish you were dumb,
When, with ponderous hur,
You lengthen the drowsy debate,
Duli H—Il—y,
You lengthen the drowsy debate.”

Therc are abont as many more of these stan.
zas, written, at different intervals, according as
new victims, with goed names for rhyming, pre-
sented themselves, — the metre heing a most
tempting medimn for such lampoons, ‘There is,
indecd, appended to one of Sheridan’s copies of
them, a Tong list (Iike a Tablet of Proseription),
containing about fifteen othier names marked out
for the same fate; and it will be seen by the
following specimen that some of them had a very
Narrow escape :-——

“Will C—rt—s . . . . D
“Verng—t—1, Ve—ns—t—t, — for little thou fit art.”
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“ Will D—nd —s, Will Depdeg, —were you only an

ass”
« L—ghb—h, —thorough.”
¢ 8am H—rsl—vy, Sam He—rsl—y, . . . couarsely.™

=

“ P—ttym—n, P—ttyin—n, — speak truth if you ean
¥ ¥ s 2 J

But it was not alone for such lively purposes *
that Sheridan and his two friends drew upon

* As I have heen mentioning some Instances of Sheridan’s
love of practical jests, T shail take this opportunity of adding
one more aneedote, which I Lelisve is pretty well known,
but which I have had the advantuge of hearing frow the per-
son on whom the joke was infiieted,

The Rev. Mr. OB {afterwords Bishop of ) haviog
arrived to dinner ut SBheridan’s country-house near Osterley,
where, as usual, n gay purty was collected, (consisting of
Genernl Burgeyne, Mrs, Crewe, Tickell, &e.) it was pro-
poscd that on the next day (Sunday) the Rev. Centleman
should, on gaining the consent of the resident clergyman,
give a specimen of his talents as a preacher in the village-
ehureh. On his oljecting that he was net provided with a

sermon, his host offered to swrite one for him, if ke would

consent to preach it ; and, the offer being aceepted, Sheridan
left the company eariy. und did wot retwrn for the remainder
of the evening. The following morning RMr. O'B found
the manuseript by his bed-side, tied tegether neatly (as he

deseribed it} with riland; — the subject of the discourse
being the “Abuse of Hickes.” Having read it over and
corrected some theological errors, (such as it is easier
for a camel, av Moses says, &e) he delivered the sermon
in his most impressive styde, much to the delight of Lis own
purty, and to the satisfaction, as he unsuspectingly flatsered
bimself, of all the rest of the congregation, among whot
was Ar. Sheridun’s wealthy neighbour, Mr. C.

Some months afterwards, however, 3r. O’ —— pereeived

N
G 5

CHAP.
X1l




CHAPD.
XIIL

=6

their joint wits ; they had also but foe much to
do with subjects of a far different nature — with
debts, bonds, judgments, writs, and all those
other humiliating matters of fact, that bring
Law and Wit so often and so unnaturally in con-
tact. That they were serviceable to cach other,
in their defensive alliance against duns, is fully
proved by various documents; and I have now
before me articles of agreement, dated in 1787,
by which Tickell, toavert an execution from the
Theatre, bound himself as security for Sheridan
in the sum of 2504,—the arrears of an annuity
charged upon Sheridan’s moiety of the property.
So soon did those pecuniary difficulties, by which
his peace and character were afterwards under-
mined, begin their operations.

Yet even into transactions of this nature, lit-
tle as they are akin to mirth, the following letter
of Richardson will show that these brother wits
contrived to infusc a portion of gajety : —

that the family of Mr. C——, with whom he had previously
been intimate, treated him with marked coldness; and, on
his cxpressing some innecent wonder at the circumstance,
was at length informed, to his dismay, by General Burgoyne,
that the sermon which Sheridan had written for him, was,
throughout, a personal attack upen Mr. C . who had at
that time rendered himself very unpopular in the neigithour-
hood by some harsh conduct to the poor, and te whom every
one in the church, except the unconscious preacher, applied
almost every sentence of the sermon.
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¢ Essex Street, Saturday cvening.
“ Diar SHERIDAN,

“ I had a terrible long batch with Bobby this
morning, after I wrote you by Irancois. I
have so far succeeded that he has agreed to
continue the day of trial as we call it (that is, in
vulgar, unlearned language, to put it off,) from
Tucsday till Saturday. He demands, as preli-
minaries, that Wright’s bill of 500. should be
given up to him, as a prosecution had been com-
menced against him, which, however, he has
stopped by an injunction from the Court of
Chancery. This, if the transaction be as he
states it, appears reasonable enough. He in-
sists, besides, that the bill should undergo the
most rigid examination ; that you should trans-
mit your objections, to which he will send an-
swers, (for the point of' a personal interview has
not been yet carried,) and that the whole amount
at last, whatever it may be, should have your
clear and satisficd approbation : — nothing to be
done without this — almighty honour!

“ All these things being done, I desired to
know what was to be the result at Iast :—* Sure-
ly, after having carried so many points, you will
think it only common decency to relax a Iittle
as to the time of payment? You will not cut
your pound of flesh the nearest from the mer-
chant’s heart ® To this Bobides, ¢ I must have
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2000{. put in a shape of practicable use, and
payment immediately ; — for the rest T will ac-
cept security.” This was strongly objected to by
me, as Jewish in the extremc; but, however,
so we parted.  You will think with me, I hope,
that something has been done, however, by this
meeting. It has opened an access to a favour-
able adjustment, and time and trist may do
much. Tam to see him again on Monday morn-
ing at two, so pray don’t go out of town to-
morrow without my secing you. The matter 1s
of immensc consequence. I never knew till to-
day that the process had been going on so long.
I am convinced he could force you to trial next
Tuesday, with all your infirmities green upon
your head ; so pray attend to it.
Yours ever,
«R. B. Sheridan, £sq. J. Ricuanpsoxn.”
« Lower Grosucnor Street.

This letter was written in the year 1792,
when Sheridan’s involvements had begun to
thicken around him more rapidly. There is an-
other letter, about the same date, still more cha-
racteristic, — where, after beginning in evident
anger and distress of mind, the writer breaks
off, as if irresistibly, into the old strain of play-
fulness and good humour.
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“ Wednesdat, Essex Sirect, July 30.
Diar SHERIDAN,

« 1 write to you with more unpieasant feel-
ings than I ever did in my life. Westly, after
having told me for the last three weeks, that
nothing was wanting for my accommodation but
your consent, baving told me so, so late us Iri-
day, serids me word on Monday that he would
not do it at all.  In four days I have a cognovit
expires for 200/ I can’t suffer my family to be
turned into the streets if' I can help it. I have
ho resource but by abilitics, such as they are. 1
certainly mean to write something in the course
of the sunmer. As a matter of business and
bargain I cen have no bhigher hope about it than
that you won’t sufier by it. Iowever, if you
won’t take it somcbody elsc must, {for no human
consideration will induce me to leave any means
untried, that may rescue my family from this
impending misfortune.

« Jor the sake of convenicnee you will pro-
bably give me the importance of constriing this
inte an incendiary letter. I wish to God you
may, and order your freasurer to deposit the
acceptance accordingly ; for nothing can be so
irksome to me as that ilhe nations of the carth
should think there had been any interruption of
friendship between you and me; and though
that would not be the case in fact, both being

CHAR
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CHAL influenced, T must believe, by a necessity which
we could not control, yet the said nations would
so interpret it. If I don’t hear from you before
. Iriday, I shall conclude that you leave me in this
| dire scrape to shift for myself,

Yours ever,

« R. B. Sheridan, Fisy. J. Ricuarpsox.”
<« Keleworth, Middlese.




CHAP. XIV.

THENCH REVOLUTTON, == MR, BUIKE, — [1T8 BREACH WiTIT
MH SHERIDAN.— DHSSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT,—IT,
BURKE AND MU, FOX.— HUSSTAN ANMAMENT.—ROVAL
SCOTCI BOROTGHE.

Wr have now to consider the conduct and C)g‘%}"

opinions of Mr. Sheridan, during the measures oo
und discussions consequent upon the Irench
Revolution, —an event, by which the minds of
men throughout all Europe were thrown into a
state of such feverish excitement, that a more
than usnal degree of tolerance should be cxer-
cised towards the crrors and extremes, into which
all parties were hurried during the paroxysm.
Therc was, indeed, no rank or class of society,
whose interests and passions were not deeply
involved in the question. The powerful and the
rich, both of State and Church, must naturally
have regarded with dismay the advance of a
political heresy, whose path they saw strewed
over with the broken talismans of rank and au-
thority. Many, too, with a disinterested rever-
ence for ancient nstitutions, trembled to see
them thus approached by rash hands, whose
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talents for ruin were sufficiently certain, but
whose powers of reconstruction were yet {o be
tried. On the other hand, the casy trivmiph of
a people over their oppressors was an example
which could not fail to excite the hopes of ithe
many as actively as the fears of the few. The
great problem of the natural rights of mankind
scemed zbout to be solved ia a munner most
flattering to the myjority ;~—the zeal of the lover
of liberty was kindled into cnthusiasm, by a con-
quest achicved for his cause upon an arcua so
vast; and many, who before would have smiled
at the doctrine of human perfectibility, now
imagined they saw, in what the Revolution per-
formed and promised, almost enough to sanction
the indulgence of that splendid dream. It was
natural, too, that the greater portion of that un-
cemployed, and, as it were, homeless talent, which
m all great communitics, is ever abroad on thie
wing, uncertain where to settle, should now
swarm round the light of the new principles,~—
while all those obsciire but ambitious spirits, who
felt their aspirings ciogged by the medium in
which they were sunk, would as naturally wel-
come such a state of political effervescence, as
might cnable them, like enfranchised air, to
mount at once to the surface.

Amidst all these various interests, unugin-
ations, and fears, which were brought to life by
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the dawn of the Freneh Revolution, it 13 not sui-
prising that errors and excesses, both of conduct
and opinion, should be among the frst products
of so new and sudden a movement of the whole
civilized world ;—that the friends of poputar
rights, presuming upon the triumph that had
been gained, should, in the ardour of pursuit,
push on the vangvard of their principles, some-
what farther than was consistent with prudence
and safety ; or that, on the other side, Authority
and its supporters, alarmed by the inroads of the
revolutionary spirit, should but the more stub-
hornly infrench themselves in established abuses,
and make the dangers they apprehended from
liberty a pretext for assailing its very existence.

It was not long before these effects of the
I'rench Revolution began to show themselves
very strikingly in the politics of England ; and,
singularly enough, the two cxtreme opinions, to
which, as I have just remarked, that disturbing
event gave rise, instead of first appearing, as
might naturally be expected, the one on the side
of Government, and the other on that of the
Opposition, both broke out simultaneously in the
very heart of the latter body.

(in such an imagination as that of Burke, the
scencs now passing in I'rance were every way
calculated to make a most vivid impression,
So susceptible was he of such impulses, and
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so much nnder the control of the imaginative
department of Lis intellect, that, whatever miglt
have been the necidental mwoed of his mid, at
the moment when this astounding event first
burst upon him, it would most probably have
acted as a sort of mental catalepsy, and fixed his
reason in the very attitude in which it found it.
Ile had, however, been prepared for the part
which he now took by much more deep and
grounded causes, It was rather from circum-
stances than from choice, or any natural afinity,
that Mr. Burke had cver attached himself to the
popular party in politics. There was, in truth,
nothing democratic about him but his origin j—
his tastes were all on the side of the splendid and
the arbitrary. The chief recommendation of the
cause of India to his fancy and his feclings was
that it involved the fate of ancient dynasties, and
invoked retribution for the downfall of thrones
and princedoms, to which his imagination, always
most affected by objects at a distance, lent a sate
and splendour that did not, in sober reality, be-
long to them. Though doomed to make Whig-
gism his habitual haunt, he took his perch at
all times on its loftiest branches, as far as possi-
ble away from popular contact ; and, upon most
occasions, adopted a sort of baronial view of
liberty, as rather a question lying between the
Throne and the Aristocracy, than one in which
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the people had a right to any eflicient voice or
agency. Accordingly, the question of Parlia-
mentary Reform, from the first moment of its
agitation, [ound in him a most decided oppo-
nent.

This inherent repugnance to popular principles
became naturally heightened into impatience
and disgust, by the long and fruitless warfare
which he had waged under their banner, and the
uniform ill success with which they had blasted
all his struggles for wealth and power. Nor was
lie in any better temper with his associates in
the cause,—having found that the ascendancy,
which he had formerly exercised over them, and
which, in some degree, consoled him for the
want of official dominion, was of late consider-
ably diminished, if not wholly transferred to
others. Sheridan, as has been stated, was the
most prominent object of his jealousy ;—and it
is curious to remark how much, even in feelings
of this description, the aristocratical bias of his
mind betrayed itself. For, though Mr. Fox,
too, had overtaken and even passed him in the
race, assuming that station in politics which he
himself had previously held, yet so paramount
did those claims of birth and connection, by
which the new leader came recommended, ap-
pear in his eves, that he submitted to be super-
seded by him, not only without a murmur, but
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cheerfully, To Sheridan, however, who had no

~—— such hereditary passport to pre-eminence, he

176,

could not give way without Lieart-burnimg and
humiliation; and to be supplanted thus by a rival
son of carth seemed no less a shock to his super-
stitious notions about rank, than it was painful
to Lis feelings of self-love and pride.

such, as far as can be ascertained by a distant
observer of those times, was the teinper in which
the first events of the Revolution found the mind
of this remarkable man;—and, powerfully as
they would, at any time, have appealed to his
imagination and prejudices, the state of irritabi-
lity to which he had been wrought by the causes
already enumerated peculiarly predisposcd hum,
at this moment, to give way to such impressions
witheut restraint, and even to wclcome, as a
timely refief to his pride, the mighty vent thus
afforded to the < splendida bilis” with which 1t
was charged.

There was, mdeed, much to animate and give
a zest to the new part which he now took. 1Ile
saw thosc principles, to which he owed a deep
grudge, for the time and the talents he had
wasted in their service, now embodied in a shape
so wild and alarming, as seemed to justify him,
on grounds of public safety, in turning against
ther the whole powers of his mind, and thus
cnabled himy, opportunely, to dignify desertion,
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by throwing the semblance of patriotism and
conscientiousness round the reality of defection
and revenge. He saw the party, too, who, from
the moment they had ceased to be ruled by
him, were associated only in his mind with re-
coliections of unpopularity and defeat, about to
adopt a linc of politics which his long know-
fedge of the people of England, and his saga-
cious foresight of the consequences of the French
Revolution, fully convinced him would lead to
the same barren and mortifying results. On the
contrary, the cause to which he proffered his
alliance would, he was equally sure, by arraying
on its side all the rank, riches, and religion of
Lurope, enable him at length to feel that seuse
of power and triumph, for which his domineer-
ing spirit had so long panted in vain, In this
latter hope, indeed, of a specdy trinmph over
Jacobinism, his temperament, as was often the
case, outran his sagacity ; for, while he foresaw
clearly that the dissolution of social order in
France would at last harden into a military ty-
ranny, he appcarcd not to be aware that the
violent measures which he recommended against
lLier would not only hasten this formidable result,
but bind the whole mass of the people into union
and resistance during the process.

Lastly—to thesc attractions of varicus kinds,
with which the cause of Thrones was now en-
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circled in the eyes of Burke, must be added one,
which, however, it may still {urther disenchant
our views of his conversion, cannot wholly be
omitted among the inducements that led to it,
—and this was the strong claim upon the grati-
tude of Government, which lis seasonabie and
powertil advocacy in a crisis so difficult esta-
blished for him, and which the narrow and em-
barrassed state of his circumstances rendered an
ohject by no means of sccondary importance in
his views, Unfortunately-—from a delicate wish,
perhaps, that the reward should not appear
to come 1n too close coincidence with the ser-
vice—the pension bestowed upon him arrived
too late to admit of his deriving much. more
from it than the obloquy by which it was ac-
companied. .

The consequence, as is well known, of the
new course taken by Burke was that the speeches
and writings which he henceforward produced,
and in which, as usual, his judgment was run
away with by his temper, form a complete con-
trast, in spirit and tendency, to all that he had
put on record in the former part of his life. He
has thus left behind him two separate and dis-
tinct armouries of opinion, from which both Whig
and Tory may furnish themselves with weapons,
the most splendid, if not the most highly tem-
pered, that ever Genius and Eloquence have
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condescended to bequeath to Party. He has
thus too, by his own personal versatility, at-
tained in the world of politics, what Shakspeare,
by the versatility of his characters, achieved for
the world in general, —namely, such a univer-
sality of application to all opinions and purposcs,
that it would be difficult for any statesman of
any party to find himself placed in any situation,
for which he could not select some golden sen-
tence from Burke, either to strengthen his posi-
tion by reasoning, or ulustrate and adorn it by
fancy. While, thercfore, our respect for the
man himself is diminished by this want of moral
identity observable through his lifc and writings,
we are but the more disposed to admire that
unrivalled genius, which could thus throw itsclf
out in so many various directions with equal
splendour and vigour.  In general, political
deserters fose their value and power in the very
act, and bring little more than their treason to
the new cause which they cspouse :—

“ Foriis in armis
Ceesaris Labienus eval ; nunc trangfuga wilis”

But Burke was mighty in either camp; and it
would have taken fwo great men to cifect what
he, by this division of himself, achieved. His
mind, indeed, lies parted asunder in his works,

H2

{HAP,
XIv.

170



CHAT
NIV,

1780,

100

like some vast continent severed by a convulsion
of nature, — each portion. peopled by its own
giant race of opinions, differing altogether in
features and Jlanguage, and committed in eternal
hostility with each other.

It was during the discussions on the Army
Estimates, at the commencement of the Session
of 1790, that the difference between Mr. Burke
and his party in their views of the French Re-
volution first manifested itself. Mr. Fox having
taken occasion to praise the late conduct of the
French Guards in refusing to obey the dictates
of the Court, and having declared that he ex-
ulted “both from feelings and from principles,”
in the political change that bad been brought
about in that country, Mr. Burke, in answering
him, entered fully, and, it must be owned, most
luminously into the question,—expressing his
apprehension lest the example of I'rance, which
had, at a former period, threatened England with
the contagion of despotism, should now be the
means of introducing among her people the no
less fatal taint of democracy and atheism, After
some cloquent tributes of admiration to Mr. Fox, -
rendered more animated, perhaps, by the con-
sciotsness that they werethe last offerings thrown
into the open grave of their friendship, he pro-
ceeded to deprecate the effccts which the lan-
guage of his Right Honourable Friend might
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have, in appearing to countenance the dispo-
sition observable among * some wicked persons”
to “ recommend an imitation of the I'rench spi-
rit of Reform,” and then added a declaration,
equally remarkable for the insidious charge
which it implied against his own party, and the
notice of his approaching desertion whicl it con-
veyed to the other,—that ¢ so strongly opposed
was he to any the least tendency towards the

means of introducing a democracy like that of

the I'rench, as well as to the end itself, that,
much as it would afflict him, if such a thing
should be attempted, and that any friend of his
could concur in such measures (he was far, very
far, from believing they could), he would aban-
don his best friends, and join with his worst enec-
mies to oppose either the means or the end.”
It is pretty cvident, from these words, that
Burke had already made up his mind as to the
course he should pursue, and but delayed his
declaration of a total breach, in order to prepare
the minds of the public for such an event, and,
by waiting to take advantage of some moment
of provocation, make the intemperance of others
responsible for his own deliberate schism.  The
reply of Mr. Fox was not such as couid afford
this opportunity ;—it was, on the contrary, full
of candour and moderation, and repelled the
implied charge of being a favourer of the new
H3

CHLAPR.
XIV.

I¥ai.



CHAT,

XIV.

1790,

102

doctrines of France in the most decided but, at
the same time, most conciliatory terms.

e Did such a declaration,” he asked, ¢ warrant the ides
that he was a friend to Democracy? e declared him-
self equally the enemy of all absolute forms of govern-
ment, whether an absolute Monarchy, an absolute Aris-
tocracy, or an absolute Democracy. He was adverse to
all exiremes, and a friend only to a mixed government
like our own, in which, if the Aristocracy, or indeed
cither ol the three branches of the Constitution, were de-
stroved, the good effect of the whole and the happincss
derived under it would, in his mind, be at an end.”

In returning, too, the praises bestowed upon
him by his friend, he made the following me.-
morable and noble acknowledgment of all that
he himselt had gained by their intercourse :—

¢ Such (he said) was his sense of the judgment of his
Right Ionourable I'riend, such his knowledge of his
principles, such the value which he set upon them, and
such the estimation in which he held his friendship, that
if he were to put all the political information which he
had learned from books, all which he had gained from
science, and all which any knowledge of the world and
its affairs bad taught him, into one scale, and the improve-
ment whick he had derived from his Right Honourable
Friend’s instruction and conversation were placed in the
other, he should be at a loss to decide to which to give
the preference.”

This, from a person so rich in acquirements
as Mr, Fox, was the very highest praise ;~nor,
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except in what related to the judgment and
principles of his friend, was it at all exaggerated.
"The conversation of Burke must have been like
the procession of a Roman trinmpb, exhibiting
power and riches at every step — occasionally,
perhaps, wingling the low Fescennine jest with
the lofty music of its march, but glittering all
over with the spoils of the whole ransacked
world.

Mr. Burke, in reply, after reiterating his
praises of Mr. Fox, and the full confidence
which he felt in his moderation and sagacity,
professed himself perfectly satisfied with the
explanations that had been given. The conver-
sation would thus have passed off without any
explosion, had not Sheridan, who was well aware
that against him, in particalar, the charge of a
tendency to the adoption of French principles
was directed, risen immediately after, and by a
speecht warmly in favour of the Revolution and
of the National Asscmbly, at once lighted the
train in the mind of Burke, and brought the
question, as far as regarded themselves, to an
immediate issue.

% He differed,” he said, ¢ decidedly, from his Right
Honourable Friend in almest every word that he had
uttered respecting the French Revolution. He conceived
1t to be as just a Revolution as ours, procecding upon as
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sound a principle and as just a provocation. He vehe.
mently defended the general views and conduct of the
National Assembly. Tle could not even understand
what was meant by the charges against them of having
overturned the laws, the justice, and the revenucs of their
country. What were their Jaws? the arbitrary mandates
of capricious despotism.  What their justice? the par-
tial adjudications of venal magistrates. What their ve-
venues I national baukraptey.  This he thought the fun-
damental error of his Right ITenourable Friend’s argu-
ment, that he accused the National Assembly of creating
the evils, which they had found existing o full deformity
at the first hour of their mecting. The public creditor
had been defrauded; the manufacturer was without em-
ploy; trade was languishing; famine clung upon the
poor; despair on all. In this situation, the wisdom and
feelings of the nation were appealed to by the govern-
ment; and was it to be wondered at by Englislunen, that
a2 people, so circumstanced, should scarch for the cause
and source of all their calamitics, or that they should
find them in the arbitrary constitution of their govern-
ment, and in the prodigal and corrupt administration of
their revenues?  Tor such an evil, when proved, what
remedy could be resorted to, but a radical amendment of
the frame and fabric of the Congtitution itself?  This
change was not the object and wish of the National As-
sembly only; it was the claim and cry of all Irance,
united as one man for one purpose.”

All this is just and unanswerable—as indecd
was the greater part of the sentiments which he
uttered. But he scems to have failed, even
more signally than Mr. Fox, in endeavouring to
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invalidate the masterly view which Burke bad
just taken of the Revolution of 1688, as com-
pared, in its means and object, with that of
France. There was, in tzuth, but little similarity
between them,—the task of the former being
to preserve liberty, that of the latter to destroy
tyranny ; the one being a regulated movement
of the Aristocracy against the Throne for the
Nation, the other a tumultuous rising of the
whole Nation against both for itself.

The reply of Mr. Burke wus conclusive and
peremptory,—such, in short, as might be ex-
pected from a person, who came prepared to
take the first plausible opportunity of a rupture.
He declared that ¢ henceforth, his Honourable
Friend and he were separated in politics.”—
complained that his arguments had been cruelly
misrepresented, and that * the Ionourable
Gentleman had thought proper to charge him
with being the advocate of despotism.” Having
endeavoured to defend himself from such an
imputation, he concluded by saying,—

“ Was that a fair and candid mode of treating his ar-
guments 7 or was it what he ought to have expected in
the moment of departed friendship 2 On the contrary, was
it not evident that the Honourable Gentleman had made
a sacrifice of his friendship, for the sake of catching some
momentary popularity 7 If the fact were such, even
greatly as he should continue toddmire the Honourable
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Gentleman’s talents, he must tell him that his argumenit
was chiefly an argument ad invidiam, and all the applause
for which he could hope trom clubs was scarcely worth
the sacrifice which he had chosen to make for so insig-
nificant an acquisition,”

I have given the circumstances of this Debate
somewhat in detail, not only on account of its
own intercst and of the sharc which Br. Sheridan
took in it, but from its being the first scenc of
that great political schism, which in the follow-
ing year assumed a still more serious aspect, and
by which the policy of Mr. Pitt at length ac-
quired a predominance, not speedily to be for-
gotten in the annals of this country.

Mr. Sheridan was much blamed for the un-
seasonable stimulant, which, it was thought, his
speech on this occasion had administered to the
temper of Burke ; nor can it be doubted that he
had thereby, in some degree, accelerated the
public burst of that feeling which had so long
been treasured up against himself. But, whether
hastened or delayed, such a breach was ulti-
mately inevitable; the divergence of the parties
once begun, it was in vain to think of restoring
their parallelisrs. That some of their friends,
however, had more sanguine hopes appears from
an effort which was made, within two days after
the occurrence of this remarkable scenc, to effect
a reconciliation between Burke and Sheridan.
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The interview that took place on that occasion
is thus described by Mr. Dennis O’Brien, oue of
the persons chiefly instrumental in the arrange-
ments for it r-—

« It appeared to the author of this pamphlet # that the
difference between these two great men would be a great
evil to the country and to their own party.  Full of this
persuasion he brought them hoth together the second
night alter the original contest in the House of Com-
mons ; and carried them 10 Burlington House to Mr.
I'ox and the Duke of Portland, aecording to a previous
arrangement. This interview, which can never be for-
gotten by those who were present, lasted from ten o’clock
at night untjl three in the morning, and afforded a very
remarkable display of the cxtraordinary talents of the
parties.”

It will easily be believed that to the success of
this conciliatory effort the temper on one side
would be a greater obstacle than even the hate
on both. Mr. Sheridan, as if anxious to repel
from himself the suspicion of having contributed
to its failure, took an opportunity, during his
speech upon the Tobacco Act, in the month of
April following, to express himself in the most
friendly terms of Mr. Burke, as * one, for whose
talents and personal virtue he had the highest
esteem, veneration, and regard, and with whom

# lntitled < Utrum Horum.”

CHAD,
XIV.

17



CHAPT,
XIV.

1790,

108

he might be allowed to differ in opinion upon
the subject of France, persuaded as he was that
they never could differ in principle.”  Of this
and some other compliments of a similar nature,
Mr. Buarke did not deign to take the shightest
notice — partly, from an implacable feeling
towards him who offered them, and partly, per-
haps, from a suspicion that they werce intcnded
rather for the ears of the public than his own,
and that, while this tendency to conciliation ap-
pearcd on the surface, the under-current of feel-
ing and influence set all the other way.

Among the measures which cngaged the at-
tention of Mr. Sheridan during this scssion, the
principal was & motion of his own for the repeal
of the Excise Duties on Tobacco, which appears
to have called forth a more than usual portion of
his oratory,—his speeches upon the subject
occupying nearly forty pages. It is upon topics
of this unpromising kind, and from the very
effort, perhaps, to dignify and enliven them, that
the peculiar characteristics of an orator are some-
times most racily brought out.  To the Cyder
Tax we are indebted for one of the grandest
bursts of the constitutional spirit and eloquence
of Lord Chatham ; and, in these orations of
Sheridan upon 'obacco, we find examples of the
two extreme varicties of his dramatic talent—
both of the broad, natural humour of his farce,
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and the pointed, artificial wit of his comedy.
For instance, in representing, as one of the
abuses that might arise from the discretionary
power of remitting fines to manufacturers, the
danger that those only should feel the indul-
gence, who were found to be supporters of the
existing administration®, he says : —

¢« Where a man, whose stock had increased or dimin-
ished bevond the standard table inthe Act, to attend the
Commissioners, and assure them that the weather alone
had caused the increase or decrease of the article, and
that no firmed whatever had been used on the occasion,
the Comumissioners might say to him, *Sir, you need
not give yoursell’ so much treuble to prove your inno-
cence; — we see honesly in your crange cape” Buat
should a person of quite adiflerent side in politics attend
for the same purpose, the Commissioners might say,
¢ Sir, you are not to be believed ; we see fraud in your
blue and buff, and it is impossible that you should wot
be a sinugeler. ”

Again, in stating the case between the manu-
facturers and the Minister, the former of whom
objected to the Bill altogether, while the latter
determined to preserve its principle and only
alter its form, he says: —

¢« The manufacturers ask the Right JIonourable Gen-
tleman, if he will consent to give up the principle ? The

* A case of this kind formed the subject of a spirited speech
of Mr. Windham, in 1792. See his Speeches, vol. 1. p. 207.
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Rizht Fonourable Gentleman answers, ¢ No; the prine

- ciple must not be abandoned, but do you inform me how

1 shall alter the Bill”  This the manufacturers refused ;
and they wisely refused it in his opinion ; for, what was
it but the Minister’s saying, ¢ I have a yoke to putabout
your necks, —do you help me in fitting it on ---only
assist me with your knowledge of the subject, and Pl fit
you with the prettiest pair of fetters that ever were scen
in the world.” >

As a spceimen of his quaint and far sought
witticisms, the following passage in the same
speech may vie with Trip’s « Post-Obit on the
blue and silver, &c.”” — Having described the
cifects of the weather in increasing or decreasing
the weight of the stock, beyond the exact stand-
ard established in the Act, he adds,

¢ The Comuissioners, before they could, in justice,
levy such fines, ought to ascertain that the weather is al-
ways in that precise state of heat or cold which the Aect
supposed it would be. "I'hey ought to make Christruas
give security for frest, take a bond for hot weather from
Angust, and oblige damps and fogs to take out permits.”

It was in one of these speeches on the Tobacco
Act, that he adverted with considerable warmth
to a rumour, whicl, he complained, had been
maliciously circulated, of a misunderstanding
between himself and the Duke of Portland, in
conscquence (as the Report expresses it) of “a
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certain opposition affirmed to have been made
by this Noble Duke, to some views or expecta-
tions which he (Mr. Sheridan) was said to have
entertained.”  After declaring that ¢ there was
not in these rumours one grain of truth,” he
added that —

« He would not ventare to state to the Commiitee the
opinion that the Noble Duke was pleased to entertain of
him, lest he should be accused of vanity in publishing
what he might deem highly flattering.  All that he
would assert on this occasion was, that if he bad it in his
power to make the man whose good opinion he should
most highly prize think flatteringly of him, he would
have that man think of him preeisely as the Noble Duke
did, and then his wish on that subject would be most
amply gratified.”

As it is certain, that the feclings which Burke
cntertained towards Sheridan were in some de-
gree shared by all those who afterwards seceded
from the party, this boast of the high opinion of
the Duke of Portland must be taken with what,
in Heraldry, is called Abefement—that is, a cer-
tain degree of diminution of the emblazonry.

Among the papers of Mr. Sheridan, I find a
letter addressed to him this year by one of his
most distinguished friends, relative to the mo-
tions that had lately been brought forward for
the relief of the Dissenters. ‘The writer, whose
alarm for the interest of the Church had some-
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what disturbed his sense of liberality and justice,
endecavours to impress upon Mr. Sheridan, and
through him upon Mr. Fox, how undeserving
the Dissenters were, as a political body, of the
recent exertions on their behalf, and how un-
gratefully they had more than ouce requited the
services which the Whigs had rendered them.
For this latter charge there was but too much
foundation in truth, however ungencrons might
be the deduction which the writer would draw
from it, It is, no doubt, natural that large
bodies of men, impatiently suffering under the
ban of disqualification, should avail themselves,
without much regard to persons or party, of every
aid they can muster for their cause, and should
(to use the words of an old Earl of Pembroke)
“lcan on both sides of the stairs to get up.”
But, it is equally natural that the occasional de-
sertion and ingratitude, of which, in pursuit of
this selfish policy, they are but too likely 1o be
guilty towards their best {riends, should, if not
wholly indispose the latter to their service, at
least considerably moderate their zeal in a cause,
where all partics alike scem to be considered but
as 1nstruments, and where neither personal pre-
dilections nor principle are regarded in the
choice of means. To the great credit, however,
of the Whig party, it must be said, that, though
often set aside and even disowned by their
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clients, they have rarely suffered their high duty,
as advocates, to be relaxed or interrupted by
such momentary suspensions of confidence. In
this respect, the canse of Ireland has more than
once becn a trial of their constancy. Even Lord
North was able, by his reluctant concessions, to
supersede them for a time in the favour of my
too belicving countrymen, — whose despair of
finding justice at any hands has often led them
thus to carry their confidence to market, and to
place it in the hands of the first plausible bidder.
"The many vicissitudes of popularity which their
own illustrious Whig, Grattan, had to encounter,
would have wearied out the ardour of any less
magnanimous champion. But high minds are
as little affected by such unworthy returns for
services, as the sun is by those fogs which the
earth throws up between herself and his light.
With respect to the Dissenters, they had de-
serted Mr. Fox in his great struggle with the
Crown in 1784, and laid their interest and hopes
at the feet of the new idol of the day. Not-
withstanding this, we find him, in the year 1787,
warmly maintaining, and in opposition to his
rival, the cause of the very persons who had
contributed to make that rival triumphant, —
and showing just so much remembrance of their
late defection as served to render this sacrifice
of personal to public feclings more signal. «He
VOL. I I

CHAT.
XIv.

1780,



I

CTIAD.
Xiv.

179,

114

was determined,” he said, “to let them Lknow
that, though they could upon some occasions
lose sight of their principles of liberty, he wonld
not upon any accasion lose sight of his principles
of toleration.” In the present session too, not-
withstanding that the great organ of the 1Jis-
senters, Idr. Urice, had lately in a sermon, pub-
lished with a view to the Test, made a pointed
attack on the morals of My, Fox and his friends,
this generous advocate of religious liberty not
the less promptly acceded to the request of the
body, that he would himsell’ bring the motion
for their relief before the Thouse.

On the 12th of Juune, the Parliameunt was dis-
solved,
being elected for Stafford. The following let-

and Mr. Sheridan again succeeded in

ters, however, addressed to him by Mrs. Sheri-
dan during the elcction, will prove that they
were not without some apprehensions of a dif-
ferent result.  "The letters are still more inter-
esting, as showing how warmly alive to each
other’s feclings the hearts of both husband and
wife could remain, alter the long lapse of near
twenty years, and after trials more fatal to love
than even time itself.

¢ 'This letter will find you, my dear Dick, I
hope, encircled with henours at Stafford. I take
it for granted you entered it triumphauntly on



115

Sunday,—but I am very impatient to hear the
particulars, and of the utter discomfiture of S—
and his followers. 1 received your note from
Birmingham this morning, and am happy to find
that you and my dear cub warc well, s0 far on
your journey. You could not be happier than
I should be in the proposed alteration for L'om,
but we will talk more of this when we meet. I
sent you Cartwright yesterday, and to-day I
pack you off Perry with the soldiers. I was
obliged to give them four guineas for their ex-
penses. I send you likewise, by Perry, the note
from Mrs. Crewe, to enable you to speak of
your qualification if you should be called upon.
So I think T have executed all your commissions,
sir; and if you want any of these doubtful
votes which I mentioned to you, you will have
time enough to send for them, for I would
not Iet them go till I hear they can be of any

use.
¢ And, now for my journal, sir, which T sup-
pose you expect. Saturday, I was at home all
day busy for you, — kept Mrs. Reid to dinner,
~— went to the Opera, — afterwarvds to Mrs. St.
John’s, where I lost my money sadly, sir, - -
eat strawberries and cream for supper,—sat be-
tween Lord Salishury and Mr. Meynell, (hope
you approve of that, sir,)— overheard Lord
Salisbury advise Miss Boyle by no means to
;o

-
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cHAP. subscribe to Taylor’s Opera, as O’Reilly’s would
—— certainly have the patent, — confess 1 did not

1780,

come home till past two. Sunday, called on
Lady Julia,—father and Mr. Reid to dinner,—
in the evening at Ladv Hampden’s,—lost my
money again, sir, and came home by one
o’clock. *Tis now near onc o’clock,—my father
is established in my boudoir, and, when I have
finished this, I am going with him to hear Abbé
Vogler play on the Stafford organ. I have pro-
mised to dine with Mrs. Crewe, who is to have
a female party only, — no objection to that, I
suppose, sir? Whatever the party do, 1 shall
do of course,~—I suppose it wil end in Mrs.
Hobart’s. Mr. James told mec on Saturday, and
I find it is the report of the day, that Bond
Hopkins is gone to Stafferd. I am sorry to tell
you there is an opposition at York,—Mr. Mon-
tague opposes Sir William Miluer. Mr. Beck-
ford has given up at Dover, and Lord * *is so
provoked at 1t, that he has given up too, though
they say they were both sure. St. Ives is gone
for want of a candidate. Mr. Barham is beat
at Stockbridge. Charles Lenox has offered for
Surry, and they say Lord Egremeont might drive
him to the deuce, if he would set any body up
against him.  You know, I suppose, Mr. Crewe
has likewise an opponent. 1 am sorry to tell
you all this bad news, and, to complete it, M.
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Adam is sick in bed, and there is nobody to do
any good left in town.

* I am more than ever convinced we must
look to other resources for wealth and independ-
ence, and consider politics merely as an amuse-
ment,~—and in that light *tis best to be in Oppo-
sition, which I am afrajd we are likely to be for
some years again.

I see the rumours of war still continue—
Stocks continue to fall—is that good or bad for
the Ministers? The little boys are come home
to me to-day. I could not help shewing in my
answer to Mr. "I'.s letter, that I was huart at his
conduct, —so I have got another flummery
Ietter, and the boys, who (as he is pretty sure)
will be the best peace-makers. (God bless you,
my dear Dick. I am very well, I assure you,
pray don’t neglect to write to your ever affec-
tionate

“ K., 8.7

“ My pEaREST Dick, Wednesday,

“ 1 am full of anxiety and fright about you,
~—1 cannot but think your letters are very
alurming. Deuce take the Corporation! is it
impossible to make them resign their pretensions,
and make peace with the Burgesscs? I have
sent ‘Thomas after Mr. Cocker. 1 suppose you

13
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have sent for the out-votes ; but, if they are not
good, what a terrible expense will that be l—
however, they are ready. Isaw Mr. Cocker yes.
terday,—hc collected them together last night,
and gave them a treat,—so they are in high
good hamour. I inclose you a letter which B.
left here last night,~—1I could not resist opening
jit. ILvery thing seems going wrong, I think.
I thought he was not to do any thing in your
absence.— It strikes me the bad business he
mentions was entirely owing to his own stupi-
dity, and want of a little patience,~—is it of
much consequence ? I don’t hear that the re-
port is truc of Basilico’s arrival ;~—a messenger
came to the Spanish embassy, which gave rise
to this tale, I believe.

¢« If you were not so worried, I should scold
you for the conclusion of your letter to-day.
Might not I as well accuse you of coldness, for
not filling your letter with professions, at a time
when your head must be full of business? I
think of nothing all day long, but how to do
good, some how or other, for you. 1 have given
you a regular Journal of my time, and all to
please you,—so don’t, dear Dick, lay so much
stress on words. I should use them oftener,
perhaps, but Ifeel as if it would Iook like deccit.
You know me well enough to be sure that T can
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never do what I'm bid, sir ;—bnt, pray, don’t
think I meant to send you a cold letter, for in
deed nothing was ever farther from my heart.

“ You will sce Mr. Horne Tooke’s advertise-
ment to-day in ithe papers ;—~what do you think
of that to completc the thing?  Bishop Dixon
has just called from the hustings :—he says, the
fate Recorder, Adair, proposed Charles with
a good speech, and great applause,— Captain
Berkeley, Lord Hood with a bad speech, not
much applauded ; and then Ilorne Tooke came
forward, and, in the most impudent speech that
ever was heard, proposed himself,—abused both
the candidates, and said lie should have been
ashamed to have sat and heard such ill-deserved
praises given him. But he told the crowd that,
since so many of these fine virtues and qualifi-
cations had never yet done them the [east good,
they might as well now choose a candidate with-
out them. He said, however, that if’ they were
sincere in their professions of standing alone, he
was sure of coming in, for they must all give him
their second votes. There was an amazing deal
of langhing and noeise in the course of his speech.
Charles Fox attempied to answer him, and so
did Lord Hood,—but they would hear neither,
and they are now polling away.

“ Do, my dearest love, if you have possibly
tune, write me a few more particulars, for your

14
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letters are very unsatisfactory, and I am full of
anxiety. Make Richardson write,—what has
he better to do? God bless thee, my dear, dear,
Dick,—would it were over and all well! I am
afraid, at any rate, it will be ruinous work.

¢ Ever your true and affectionate

“E. 8.

“ Near five. 1 have just come from the hust-
ings :— the state of the poll when I left it was,
Fox, 260; Hood, 75 ;'Horne Tooke, 17! Dut
he still persists in his determination of polling a
man an hour for the whole time. I saw Mr.
Wilkes go up to vote for Tooke and Hood, amidst
the hisses and groans of a multitude.”

* Friday.

« My poor Dick, how you are worried! This

is the day,~you will easily guess how anxious
1 shall be; but you seem pretty sanguine your-
self, which is my only comfort, for Richardson’s
letter is rather croaking., You have never said
a word of little Monkton :—has he any chance,
or none? I ask questions without considering
that, before you receive this, every thing will be
decided —1I hope triumphantly for you. What
a sad set of venal rascals your favourites the
Blacks must be, to turn so suddenly from their
professions and promises ! I am half sorry you
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have any thing more to do with them, and more
than ever regret you did not stand for West-
minster with Charles instead of Lord Johnj;
~—in that case you would have come in now,
and we should not have been persecuted by this
Horne Tooke. Ilowever, it is the dullest con-
tested election that ever was seen—no canvass-
ing, no houses open, no cockades. But I heard
that a report prevails now, that Horne Tooke
polling so few the two or three first days, is an
artful trick to put the others off their guard, and
that he means to pour in his votes on the last
days, when it will be too late for them to repair
their neglect. But I don’t think it possible,
either, for such a fellow to beat Charles in West-
minster.

« I have just had a notc from Reid —he is
at Canterbury : —the state of the poll there,
Thursday night, was as follows : — Gipps, 220;
Lord * *,211; Sir T. Honeywood, 216 ; Mor.
Warton, 163. We have got two members for
Wendover, and two at Ailsbury. Mr. Barham
is beat at Stockbridge. Mzr. Tierney says he shall
be beat owing to Bate Dudley’s manceuvres,
and the Dissenters having all forsaken him, —a
set of ungrateful wretches. E. Fawkener bas
just sent me a state of the poll at Northampton,
as it stood yesterday, when they adjourned to
dinner : — Lord Compton, 160 ; Bouverie, 98;

CHAP,
XIV.

1756,



L

CIHAP,
Xiv,

1790,

i2g

Colonel Manners, 72. They are in hopes M,
Manners will give up.  This is all my news,
§ir.

« We had a very pleasant musical party last
night at Lord Erskine’s, where I supped. I am
asked to dine to-day with Lady Palmerston, at
Sheen 3 but I can’t go, unless Mrs. Crewe will
carty me, as the coach is gone to have its new
lining. I have sent to ask her, for ’tis a fine
day, and I should like it very well.  God thee
bless, my dear Dick.

“ Yours ever, true and affectionate,

« B S.
« Duke of Portland has just left me: —he is
full of anxiety about you : — this is the second

time he has called to enquire.”

1aving secured his own election, Mr. Sheridan
now hastened to lend his aid, where such a lively
reinforcement was much wanted, on the hustings
at Westminster. The contest here was protracted
to the 2d of July ; and it required no little ex-
ercise both of wit and temper o encounter the
cool personalities of Tooke, who had not forgot-
ten the severe remarks of Sheridan upon his
pamphlet the preceding ycar, and who, in addi-
tion to his strong powers of sarcasm, had all
those advantages, which, in such a contest, con-
tenipt for the courtesies and compromises of
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party warfare gives. Among other sallics of his
splenetic humour it is related, that Mr. Fox
having, upon one occasion, retired from the liust.
ings, and left to Sheridan the task of addressing
the multitude, Tooke remarked, that such was
always the practice of quack-doctors, who, when-
ever they quit the stage themselves, make it a
rule to Ieave their merry-andrews behind.*

The French Revolution still continued, by its
comet-like course, to dazzle, alarm, and disturb
all Europe. Mr. Burke had published his celea
brated “Reflections” in the month of November,
1790 ; and never did any work, with the cxcep-
tion, perhaps, of the Kikon Basilike, produce
such a rapid, deep, and general sensation. The
Eikon was the book of a King, and this might,
in another sense, be called the Book of Kings.
Not only in England, but throughout all Eu.
rope, —in cvery part of which monarchy was
now trembling for its existence, — this lofty
appeal to loyalty was heard and welcomed. Its
effect upon the already tottering Whig party
was like that of ¢ the Voice,”” in the Ruing of
Rome, * disparting towers.”  The whole fabric

* Tocke, 1t Is said, npon coming one Mouday morning
to the hustings, was thus addressed by a partizan of his op-
poenent, not of a very reputable charucter : — «Well, Mr.
Tooke, you will have all the hlackguards with yon to-day.”

—¢ 1 am delighted to hear it, sir,” said Tooke, bowing,
* and from such good anthority.”
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of the old Rockingham confederacy shook to its
base. Even some who afterwards recovered
their equilibrium, at first yielded to the clo-
quence of this extraordinary book, — which,
like the mra of chivalry, whose loss it deplores,
mixes a grandeur with crror, and throws a charm
round political superstition, that will long render
its pages a sort of region of Royal romance, to
which fancy will have recourse for illusions that
have lost their last hold on the reason.

The undisguised freedom with which Mr.
Fox and Mr. Sheridan expressed every where
their opinions of this work and its principles had,
of course, no small influcnce on the temper of
the author, and, while it confirmed him in his
hatred and jealousy of the one, prepared him for
the breach which he meditated with the other.
This breach was now, indeed, daily expected,
as a natural sequel to the rupture with Mr.
Sheridan in the last session; but, by various
accidents and interpositions, the crisis was de-
layed till the 6th of May, when the recommit-
ment of the Quebec Bill,~—a question, upon
which both orators had already taken occasion
to unfold their views of the French Revolu-
tion, -— furnished Burke with an opportunity, of
which he impetuously took advantage, to sever
the tie between himself and Mr. Fox for ever.
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This scene,~—so singular in a public assembly,
where the natural affections are but seldom
called out, and where, though bursts of temper
like that of Burke are common, such tears as
those shed by Mr. Fox are rare phanomena,—
has been so often described in various publica-
tions, that it would be superfluous to enter into
the details of it here. The following are the
solemn and stern words in which sentence of
death was pronounced upon a friendship, that
had now lasted for more than the fourth part of
a century. < It certainly,”” said Mr. Burke, < was
indiscretion at any period, but especially at his
time of life, to provoke enemies, or to give his
friends occasion to desert him; yet, if' hig firm
and steady adherence to the British Constitution
placed him in such a dilemma, he would risk
all, and, as public duty and public prudence
taught him, with his last words exclaim, ¢TFly
from the French Constitution.”” [Mr. Fox

here whispered, that * there was no loss of

friendship.”] Mr, Burke said, * Yes, there was
a loss of friendship ;—he knew the price of his
conduct ;—he had done his duty at the price
of his friend ; — their friendship was at an
end.”

In rising to reply to the speech of Burke, Mr.
Fox was so affected as to be, for some moments,
unable to speak :—he wept, it is said, even to
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sobbing ; and persons who were in the gallery
at the timc declare, that, while he spoke, there
was hardly a dry eye around them.

Had it been possible for two natures, so in-
capable of disguisc—the one from simplicity and
frankness, the other from ungovernable temper,
—to bave continued in relations of amity, not-
withstanding their disagreement upon a question,
which was at that moment setting the world in
arms, both themselves and the country would
have been the better for such a compromise be-
tween them. Their long habits of mutual defer-
ence would have mingled with and moderated
the discussion of their prescnt differences j—
the tendency to one common centre to which
their minds had been acecustomed, would have
prevented them from flying so very widely asun-
der; and both might have been thus saved
from “those cxtremes of principle, which Mr.
Burke always, and Mr. Fox sometimes, had re-
course to in defending their respective opinions,
and which, by lighting, as it were, the torch at
both ends, but hastened a conflagration in which
liberty herself might have been the suffercr. But
it was cvident that such a compromise would
have becn wholly impossible. Even granting
that Mr. Burke did not welecome the schism as
a relief, neither the temper of the men nor the
spirit of the times, which converted opiniens at
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once into passions, would have admitted of such
a peaccable counterbalance of principles, nor
suffered them long to slumber in that hollow
truce, which Tacitus has described,—* manente
in speciem amicitia.”’  Mr. Sheridan saw this {from
the first; and, in hazarding that vehemcent
speach, by which lLie provoked the rupture be-
tween himself and Burke, neither his judgment
nor his temper were so much off their guard as
they who blamed that speech seemed inclined
to infer. Tlut, perceiving that a sepuaration was
in the end incvitable, he thounght it safer, per-
haps, as well as manlier, to encounter the ex-
tremity at once, than by any temporising delay,
or too complaisant suppréssion of opinion, to in-
volve both himself and Mr. Fox in the suspicion
of cither sharing or countenancing that spirit of
defection, which, he saw, was fast spreading
among the rest of their associates,

It is indeed said, and with every appearance of
truth, that Mr. Sheridan had felt offended by
the censures which some of his political friends
had proncunced upon the indiscretion (as it was
called) of his speech in the last year, and that,
having, in conscquence, withdrawn from them
the aid of his powerful talents during a great
part of the present scssion, he but returned to
his post under the express condition, that he
should be allowed to tuke the carliest opportu-
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nity of repeating, fully and explicitly, the same
avowal of his sentiments.

The following letter from Doctor Parr to
Mrs. Sheridan, written immediately after the
scene between Burke and Sheridan in the pre-
ceding year, is curious :—

“ Dear Mapam,

“ T am most fixedly and most indignantly on
the side of Mr. Sheridan and Mr. Fox against
Mr. Burke. It is not merely French politics
that produced this dispute ;—they might have
been settled privately. No, no,—there is jea-
lIousy lurking underneath ;—jcalousy of Mr.
Sheridan’s eloquence ;— jealousy of his popu-
larity ;— jealousy of his influence with Mr. Fox;
— jealousy, perhaps, of his connection with the
Prince,

¢ Mr. Sheridan was, I think, not too warm ;
or, at least, I should have myself been warmer.
Why, Burke accused Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan
of acts leading to rebellion,—and he made Mr.
Fox a dupe, and Mr. Sheridan a traitor! I
think this,—and I am sure, yes, positively sure,
that nothing else will allay the ferment of men’s
minds. Mr. Sheridan ought, publicly in Parlia-
ment, to demand proof, or a retraction, of this
horrible charge. Ditt’s words never did the
party half the hurt ;—and, just on the eve of an
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election, it is worse,  As to private bickerings,
or private concessions and reconciliations, they
are all nothing. In public all must be agam
taken up; for, if drowned, the Public will say,
and Pitt will insinuate, that the charge is well
founded, aud that they dare not provoke an
£1 {i! 11 ]'}"'.

“ I know Burke is not addicted to giving up,
—and so much the worse for him and his party.
As to Mr. Fox’s yielding, well had it been for
alf, all, all the party, if Mr. Fox had, now and
then, stood out against Mr. Burke. The fer-
ment and alarm are universal, and something
must be done;—for it is a conflagration in
which they must perish, unless it be stopped.
All the papers are with Burke,~—cven the Fox-
ite papers, which I have scen. T know his vio-
lence, and temper, and obstinacy of opinion,
and—but I will not speak out, for, though I
think him the greatest man upon the earth, yet,
in politiecs I think him,—what he has becn
found, to the sorrow of those who act with him,.
He is uncorrupt, I know ; but his passions are
quitc headstrong ;* and age, and disappoint-
ment, and the sight of other men rising into

* Tt wos well said (1 believe, by Mr. Pox,) that it was
Tucky both for Burke and Windham that they took the Royal
side on the suljject of the French Revolution, as they would
have got hanged on the other.
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fame and consequence, sour him. Pray tell me
when they are reconciled,—though, as I said, it
is nothing to the purpose without a public ex-
I am, dear Madam,
% Yours truly,
S, Pagrr.”

planation.

Another letter, communicated to me as hav-
ing been written about this period to Sheridan
by a gentleman, then abroad, who was well ac-
quainted with the whole party, contains allusions
to the breach, which make its introduction herc
not irrelevang :(—

¢ T wish very much to have some account of
the state of things with you that I can rely on.
I wish to know how all my ¢ld companions and
fellow-labourers do; if the Club yet exists; if
you and Richardson, and Lord John, and Ellis,
and Lawrence, and Fitzpatrick, &ec. meet, and
joke, and write as of old. What is become of
Becket’s, and the supper-parties,—the noctes
ceeneque ? Poor Burgoyne! I am sure you all
mourned him as 1 did, particularly Richardson :
~—pray remember me affectionately to Richard-
son. It is a shame for you all, and I wilt say
ungrateful in many of you, to have so totally
forgotten me, and to leave me in ignorance of
every thing public and private in which I am
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interested. 'The only creature who writes to me
is the Duke of Portland; but in the great and
weighty occupations that engross his mind, you
can easily conceive that the little details of our
Society cannot enter inte His (Grace’s corre-
spondence. I have indeed carricd on a pretty
regular correspondence with young Burke. But
that is now at an end.  Jleis so wrapt up in the
importance of his present pursuits, that it is too
great an honour for me to coniinue to corre-
spond with him. His father I ever must vene-
rate and ever love; yet I never could adinire,
even in him, what his son has inlierited from
him, a tenacity of opinion and a violence of
principle, that makes him lose his friendships
in his politics, and quarrel with every one who
differs from him. Bitterly have I lamented that
greatest of these quarrels, and, indeed, the only
important one: nor can I conceive it to have
been less afflicting to my private feelings than
fatal to the party. The worst of it to mc was,
that I was obliged to condemn the man I loved,
and that all the warmth of my affection, and the
zeal of my partiality, could not suggest a single
excuse to vindicate him, either to the world or
to myself, from the crime (for such it waz) of
giving such a triumph to the common enemy.
He failed, too, in what I most loved him for,—
his heart, There it was that Mr. Fox princi-
K2
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pally rose above him ; nor, amiable as he ever
has Leen, did he ever appear half so amiable as
on that trying occasion.”

The topic upon which Sheridan most distin-
guished himself during this Session was the
meditated interference of Lngland in the war
between Russia and the Porte,—one of the few
measures of Mr. Pitt on which the sense of the
nation was opposed to him.  So unpopular, in-
deed, was the Armament, proposed to be raised
for this object, and so rapidly did the majority
of the Minister diminish during the discussion
of it, that there appeared for some time a pro-
bability that the Whig party would be called
into power,—an event which, happening at this
critical juncture, might, by altering the policy
of England, have changed the destinics of all
Europe.

The circumstance to which at present this
Russian question owes its chief hold upon Iing-
lish memories is the charge, arising out of if,

“brought against Mr. Fox of having sent Mr.

Adair as his represcntative to Petersburgh, for
the purpose of frustrating the objects for which
the King’s ministers were then actually negotiat-
ing. This accusation, though more than once
obliquely intimated during the discussions upon
the Russian Armament in 1791, first met the
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public eye, in any tangible form, among those
celebrated Articles of Impeachment against Mr.
Fox, whicl were drawn up by Burke’s practised
hand* in 1793, and found their way surrep-
titiously into print in 1797. The angry and vin-
dictive tone of this paper was but little calculated
to inspire confidence in its statements, and the
charge again died away, unsupported and unre-
futed, till the appearance of the Memoirs of Mr.
Pitt by the Bishop of Winchester ; when, upon
the authority of documents suid to be found
among the papers of Mr. Iitt, but not produced,
the accusztion was revived,—the Right Reve-
rend biographer calling in aid of his own view of
the transaction the charitable opinion of the
Turks, whoe, he complacently assures us, * ex-
pressed great surprise that Mr. Fox had not lost
his head for such conduct.” Notwithstanding,
however, this Concordat between the Right
Reverend Prelate and the Turks, something
more is still wanting to give validity to so serious
an accusation.  Until -the production of the
alleged proots (which Mr. Adair has confidently
demanded) shall have put the public in posses-

* This was the third time that his talent for impeaching
wus exerciacd, as he ackuowledged having drawn up, during
the administration of Lord North, seven distinet Articles of
DLinpeschinent against that noblemun, whick, however, the
advice of Liord Rockinglam induced him to relinguish.
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sion of more recondite materials for judging,
they must regard as satisfactory and conclusive
the refutation of the whole charge, both as
regards himself and his illustrious friend, which
Mr. Adair has laid before the worid; and for
the truth of which not only his own high cha-
racter, but the character of the ministries of
both parties, who have since employed him in
missions of the first trust and importance, scem
to offer the strongest and most convincing
pledges.

The Empress of Russia, in testimony of her
admiration of the eloquence of Mr. I'ox on this
occasion, sent an order to England, through her
ambassador, for a bust of that statesman, which
it was her intention, she said, to place between
those of Demosthenes and Cicero. The follow-
ing is a literal copy of ller Imperial Majesty’s
note on the subject®:—

« Kerivés an Cte. Worenzof qu’il me fasse
avolr cn marbre blanc le Buste resemblant de
Charle Tox. Je veut le mettre sur ma Colonade
entre eux de Demosthene et Ciceron.

« Il a delivré¢ par son eloquence sa Patrie ct

¥ Found among Mr. Sheridan’s papers, with these words
in his own hand-writing, annexed:—¢ N. B, Fox wonld
kave lost 3t, iF T liad not made him look for if, and taken =
copy.”
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la Russie d’une guerre a la quelle il n’y avoit ni
Justice ni raisons.”

Another subject that engaged much of the
attention of Mr. Sheridan this year was his own
motion rclative to the constitution of the Royal
Scotch Boroughs. He had been, singularly
enough, selected, in the year 1787, by the Bur-
gesses of Scotland, in preference to so many
others possessing more personal knowledge of
that country, to prescnt to the House the Peti-
tion of the Convention of Delegates, for a Re-
form of the internal government of the Royal
Boroughs. How fully satisfied they werc with
his excrtions in their cause may be judged by
the following extract from the Minutes of Con-
vention, dated 11th August, 1791 :—

«“Mr, Mills, of Perth, after a suitable introductory
speech, moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Sheridan, in the
following words -—

«The Delegates of the Burgesses of Scotland, asso-
ciated for the purposes of Reform, taking into their
most seripus consideration the important services ren-
derced to their cause by the manly and prudent excrtions
of Richard Brinsley Sheridan, 12sq., the genuine and
fixed attachment to it which the whole tenor of his con-
duct has evinced, and the admirable moderation he has
all along displayed,

¢t Resolved unanimously, That the most sincere thanks
of this mecting be given to the said Richard Brinsley
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P}I{{&,P Sheridan, Esq., for his steady, honenrabdle, and judicious
-~—— conduct in bringing the question relative to the violated
1791 rights of the Scottish Boreughs to its present important
and favourable erisis; and the Burgesses with firm con-
fidence hope that, from lLis attachment to the eause,
which he has shown to be deeply rooted in priceiple, he
will persevere to exert his distinguished abilities, 61l the
objects of it are obtained, with that inflexible firmness,
and constitutional moderation, which have appeared so
conspicuous and exemplary throughout the whole of his
conduct, as to he highly deserving of the imitaticn of all

good citizens,
«“Jonx Ewenw, Secrefary.”

From a private letter written this year by onc
of the Scottish Delegates to a friend of Mr, She-
ridan, (a copy of which letter I have found
among the papers of the latter,} it appears that
the disturbing effects of Mr. Burke’s book had
already shewn themselves so strongly among the

Whig party as to fill the writer with apprchen-
sions of their defection, even on the safe and
: moderate question of Scotch Reform. Iie men-
| tions one distinguished member of the party,

who afterwards stood conspicuously in the very
K van of the Opposition, but who at that moment,
if the anthority of the lctter may be depended
upon, was, like others, under the spell of the
great Alarmist, and yielding rapidly to the in-
fluence of that anti-revolutionary terror, which
like the Panie dignified by the ancients with the



137

name of one of their Gods, will be long associ-
ated in the memories of Englishmen with the
mighty name and genios of Burke. A consult-
ation was, however, held among this portion of
the party, with respect to the prudence of lend-
ing their assistance to the measure of Scotch Re-
form ; and Sir James Mackintosh, as Thave heard
him say, was in company with Sheridan, when
Dr. Lawrence came direct from the mecting, to
inform him that they had agreed to support his
motion.

The state of the Scotch Representation is one
of those cases, where a dread of the ulterior ob-
jects of Reform induces many persons to oppose
its first steps, however bencficial and reasonable
they may deem them, rather than risk a further
application of the principle, or open a breach
by which a bolder spirit of innovation may enter.
As it is, there is no such thing as popular elec-
tion in Scotland. We cannot, indced, more
clearly form to ourselves a notion of the manner
in which so important a portion of the British
empire is represented, than by sapposing the
1.ords of the Manor throughout England to be
invested with the power of eleeting their repre-
sentatives, — the manorial rights, too, being, in
a much greater number of instances than at
present, held independently of the land from
which they derive their claim, and thus the na-
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tural connection between property and the right
of election being, in most cases, wholly sepa-
rated. Such would be, as nearly as possible, a
parallel to the system of representation now ex-
isting in Secotland ; — a system, which it is the
understeod duty of all present and future Lord
Advocates to defend, and which necither the
lively assaults of a Sheridan, nor the sounder
reasoning and industry of an Abercrombie have
yet been able to shake.

The following extract {from another of the
many letters of Dr. Parr to Sheridan shows still
further the feceling entertained towards Burke,
even by some of those who most violently dif-
fered with him: —

« During the recess of Parliament I hope you
will read the mighty work of my ftiend and your
fitend, and Mr. Fox’s friend, Mackintosh : there
is somc obscurity and there are many Scotticisms
in it ; vet I do pronounce it the work of a most
masculine and comprehensive mind.  The ar-
rangement is far more methodical than Mr.
Burke’s, the sentiments are more patriotic, the
reasoning is more profound, and even the ima-
gery in some places is scarcely less splendid. I
think Mackintosh a better philosopher, and a
better citizen, and 1 know him to be a far better
scholar and &« far better man than Payne; in
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whose book there are great irradiations of ge-
nias, but none of the glowing and gencrous
warmth which virtue inspires; that warmth
which is often kindled in the bosom of Mackin-
tosh, and which pervades almost every page in
Mr. Burke’s book-—though T confess, and with
sorrow I confess, that the holy flame was quite
extinguished in his odious altercation with you
and Mr. Fox.”

A letter from the Prince of Wales to Sheridan
this year furnishes a new proof of the confidence
reposed in him by His Royal Highness. A
question of much delicacy and importance hav-
ing arisen between that Iflustrious Personage
and the Duke of York, — of a nature, as it ap-
pears, too urgent to wait for a reference to Mr.
IFox,—Sheridan had alone the honour of advis-
ing His Royal Highness, in the correspondence
that took place between him and his Royal Bro-
ther on that occasion. Though the letter af-
fords no immediate clue to the subject of these
commutications, there is little doubt that they
reterred to a very important and embarrassing
guestion, which is known to have been put by
the Duke of York to the Heir Apparent, pre-
viously to his own marriage this year ;-—a qaes-
tion, which involved considerations connected
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i AP with the Succession to the Crown, and whick
the Prince, with the recollection of what occur.
red on the same subject in 1787, could only get

i 1791

rid of by an evasive answer.




141

CHAPDP. XV,

DIIATIT OF MIIE. RHILOATIDAN.

In the year 1792, after a long illness, which
terminated in consumption, Mrs. Sheridan died
at Bristol, in the thirty-eighth year of her age.
There has seldom, perhaps, existed a finer
combination of all those qualitics that attract
both eye and heart than this accomplished and
lovely person exhibited.  To judge by what we
hear, it was impossible to see her without admir-
ation, or know her without love; and a late
Bishop used to say that “‘she seemed to him the
connecting link between woman and angel.”’*
The devotedness of affection, too, with which
she was regarded, not only by her own father,
and sisters, but by all her husband’s family,
shewed that her fascination was of that best kind
which, like charity, ¢ begins at home;” and
that, while her beauty and music enchanted the
world, she had charms more intrinsic and lasting

* Jackson of Exeter, too, giving a description of her, in
some Nemoirs of his own Life that were never published,
said that fo see her, as she stood singing beside him at the

piuno-forte, was * like looking into the face of an angel.”
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for those who came nearer to her., We have al-
ready seen with what pliant sympathy she fol-
lowed her husband through his various pursuits,
— identifying herself with the politician as
warmly and readily as with the author, and keep-
ing Love still attendant on Genius through alt
his transformations. As the wife of the dra-
matist and manager, we find her calculating the
reccipts of the house, assisting in the adaptation
of her husband’s opera, and reading over the
plays sent in by dramatic candidates. As the
wife of the senator and orator we sec her, with
no less zeal, making extracts from state-papers,
and copying out ponderous pamphlets, —enter-
ing with all her heart and soul into the details of
clections, and even cndeavouring to fathom the
mysteries of the Funds. The affectionate and
scnsible care with which she watched over, not
only her own children, but those which her be-
joved sister, Mrs. Tickell, confided to her, in
dying, gives the finish to this picture of domes-
tic usefulness, When it is recollected, too, that
the person thus homelily employed was gifted
with every charm that could adorn and delight
society, it would be difficult, perhaps, to find
any where a more perfect example of that happy
mixture of utility and ornament, in which all
that is prized by the husband and the lover com-
bines, and which renders woman what the Sacred
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Fire was to the Pargees,—not only an objcct of CHAT.
adoration on their altars, but a source of warmth oo
and comfort to their hearths.

To say that, with all this, she was not happy,
nor escaped the censure of the world, is but to
assign to her that share of shadow, without which
nothing bright ever existed on this earth, United
not only by marriage, but by love, to a man
who was the object of universal admiration, and
whose vanity and passions too often led him to
yield to the temptations by which he was sur-
rounded, it was but natural that, in the con-
sciousness of her own power to charm, she should
be now and then piqued into an appearance of
retaliation, and seem to listen with complacence
to some of those numerous worshippers, who
crowd around such beautiful and unguarded
shrines. Not that she was at any time unwatched
by Sheridan; — on the contrary, he followed
her with a Jover’s eyes throughout; and it was
believed of both, by those who knew them best,
that, even when they seemed most attracted by
other objects, they would willingly, had they
consulted the real wishes of their hearts, have
given up cvery one in the world for each other.
So wantonly do those, who have happiness in
their grasp, trifle with that rare and delicate
treasure, till, like the careless hand playing with
a rose,—
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it In swinging it rudely, too rodely, alas,
They snap l—it falls (o the oround.”

They had, immediately after their marriage,
as we have scen, passed some fime in a little
coltage at Ilast Burnham, and it was a period,
of course, long remembered by them both for its
happiness. [ have been told by a friend of She-
ridan, that he once overheard him exclaiming to
himself, after looking {or some moments at his
wife, with a pang, no doubt, of melancholy
self.reproach, — ¢ Could any thing bring back
those first feelings ? then adding, with a sigh,
“Yes, perhaps, the cottage at Kast Burnbam
might.” In this, as well as in some other tra:ts
of the same kind, there is assurcdly any thing
but that common-place indifference, which too
often clouds over the evening of married lifz.
On the contrary, it scems rather the struggle of
affection with its own remorse; and, like the
humourist who mourned over the extinction of
his intellect so eloquently as to prove that it
was still in full vigour, shows love to be still
warmly alive in the very act of lamenting its
death.

I have already presented the reader with some
letters of Mrs. Sheridan, in which the feminine
character of ber mind very interestingly displays
itself.  Their chief charm is unaffectedness, and
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the total abscnce of that literary style, whichia
the present day infects even the most familiar
correspondence. [ shall here give afew more of
her letters, written at different perieds to the
elder sister of Sheridan, — it being one of her
many merits to have kept alive between ler hus-
band and his family, though so far separated, a
constant and cordial intercourse, which, un-
luckily, after her death, from his own indolence
and the new connections into which he entered,
was suffered to die away, almost entirely. "The
first letter, from its allusion to the Westminster
Secrutiny, must have been written in the year
1784, Mr, Fox having gained his great victory
over Sir Cecil Wray on the 17th of May, and
the Scrutiny having been granted on the same
day.

“ My prar Lassy, London, June 6.
¢¢ I am happy to find by your last that our
appreliensions on Charles’s acconnt were useless,
The many reports that were circulated here of
his accident gave us a good deal of uneasiness;
but it is no longer wonderful that he should be
buried here, when Mr. Jackwan has so barba-
rously murdered him with you. 1 fancy he
would risk another broken head, rather than give
up his title to it as an officer of the Crown, We
go on here wrangling as usual, but I am afraid
VOL. 11, L
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all to no purpose. Those who are in possession

of power are determined to use it without the

least pretence to justice or consistency. They
have crdered a Scrutiny for Westminster, in
defiance of all law or precedent, mid without any
other hope or expectation but that of harassing
and termenting Mr. Fox and his friends, and
obliging them to waste their time and moncey,

which perhaps they think might otherwisc be

employed to a better purpose in another cause.
We have nothing for it but patience and per-
severance, which I hope will at last be crowned
with success, though I fear it will be a much
longer trial than we at first expected. I hear
frowr every body that your . . . . . arc vastly
disliked, — but are you not all kept in awe by
such beauty ? I know she flattered herself to
subdue all your Volunteers by the fire of her
eyes only : — how astonished she must be to find
they have not yet laid down their arms ! There
is nothing would tempt me to trust my sweet
person upon the water sooner than the thonghts
of sceing you; but I fear my friendship will
hardly ever be put to so hard a trial.  "Fhough
Sheridan is not in office, I think he is more en-
gaged by politics than ever.

“ T suppose we shall not leave town till Sep-
tember, We have promised to pay many visits,
but I fear we shall be obliged to give up many



147

of our schemes, for I take it for granted Par-
Hament will meet again as soon as possible,  We
are to go to Chatsworth, and to another friend
of mine in that neighbourhood, so that I doubt
our being able to pay our annual visit to Crewe
Hall.  Mrs. Crewe has been very ill all this
winter with your old complaint, the theumatism:
—she is gonc to Brighthelmstone to wash it away
in the sea. Do you cver sec Mrs. Greville? I
am glad to hear my two nephews are both in so
thriving a way. Arc you still a nurse? I should
like to take a peep at your bantlings. Which iz
the handsomest ? have you candour enough to
think any thing equal to your own boy? if you
have, you have more merit than 1 can claim.
Pray remember me kindly to Bess, Mr. L., &c.,
and don’t forget to kiss the little squaller for me
when you have nothing better to do. God bless
you.
“ Ever yours.
« The inclosed came to Dick in one of
Charles’s franks : he said he should write to you
himself with it, but I think it safest not to trust
him.”

In another letter, written in the same year,
there are some touches both of sisterly and of
conjugal feeling which secem to bespeak a heart
happy in all its affections.
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w« My pear Lissy, Tutney, August 16.
« You will no doubt be surprised to find me
still dating from this place, but various reasons
have detained me here from day to day, to the
great dissatisfaction of my dear Mary, who has
becn expecting me hourly for the last fortnight.
T propose going to Hampton Court to-night, if
Dick returns in any decent time from town.
¢ I got your letter and a half the day before
vesterday, and shall be very well pleased to have
such blunders occar more frequently. You mis-
take, if you suppose I am a friend to your tarrers
and featherers : —it is such wretches that always
ruin a goed cause. There is no reason on carth
why vou should not have a new Parliament as
well as us ; — it might not, perhaps, be quite as
convenient to our iminaculate Minister, but I
sincerely hope he will not find your Volunteers
so accommodating as the present India troopsin
our House of Commons. What! does the Sccre-
tary at War condescend fo reside in any house
but his own? -—’Tis very odd he should turn
himself out of doors in his sitnation. I never
could perceive any economy in dragging furni-
ture from onc place to another ; but, of course,
he has more experience in these matters than I
have.
¢ Mr. Forbes dined here the other day, and
T had a great deal of conversation with him on
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various subjects relating to you all. Iie says,
Charles’s manner of talking of his wife, &c. Is so

ridiculous, that, whenever he comes into com-
1,

pany, they always cry out,— ¢ Now, S
we allow you half an hour to talk of the beauties
of Mrs. S.,—half an hour to your child, and
another half hour to your farm, —and then
we expect you will behave like a reasonable
person.’

“ So Mrs. 1s not happy :—poor thing,
I dare say, if the truth werc known, he teazes
her to death.  Your very good hushands gene-
rally contrive to make you seusible of their merit

somehow or other.

“ Irom a letter Mr. Canning has just got from
Dublin, 1 find you have been breaking the heads
of some of our English heroes. I haveno douht
in the world that they deserved it; and if half a
score more that I know had shared the same fate,
it might, perhaps, become less the fashion among
our young men to be such contemptible cox-
_combs as they certainly are,

« My sister desired me to say all sorts of affec-
tlonate things to you, in return for your kind
remembrance of her in your last. I assurc you,
you lost a great dezl by not seeing her in her
maternal character :—it is the prettiest sight in
the world to see her with her children ;—they are
both charming creatures, but my little namesake
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is my delight :—"tis impossible to say how fool-
ishly fond of her I am. Poor Mary! sheisina
wa}: to have more ;—and what will become of _
them all is sometimes a consideration that gives
me many a painful hour. DBut they are happy,
with #eirlittle portion of the goods of this world :
~—then, what are riches good for ? Tor my part,
as you know, poor Dick and I have always been
struggling against the stream, and shall probably
continuc to do so to the end of our lives,—yet
we would not change sentiments or sensations
with . . . . for all his estate. By the bye, 1
was told t’other day he was going to receive cight
thousand pounds as a compromise for his uncle’s
estate, which has been so long in Iitigation : —
is it true P—I dare say it is though, or he would
not be so discontented as you say he is. God
bless you.—Grive my love to Bess, and return a
kiss to my nephew for me. Remember me to
Myr. L., and believe me

“ Truly yours.”

The following letter appears to have been
written in 1785, some months after the death of
her sister, Miss Maria Linley. Her playful allu-
sions to the fame of her own beauty might
have been answered in the Ianguage of Paris to
Helen :—



 Minor est tua glovia vero C{(i‘\l’

Famaque de_forma pene meligna est” =

“ Thy beauty far outruns even rurionr’s rengue,
And envious fame leaves half thy charms unsung)

“ My pear Lissy, Delapre Abbey, Dec. 2

“ Notwithstanding your incredulity, I assure
you I wrote to you from Hampton Court, very
soon after Bess came to England. My letter was
a dismal one; for my mind was at that time
cntircly occupied by the affecting circumstance
of my poor sister’s death. Perhaps you lost
nothing by pot receiving my letter, for it was
not much calculated to amuse you,

“ I am still a recluse, you see, but I am pre--
paring to lawnch for the winter in a few days.
Dick was dctained in town by a bad fever :—
you may suppose I was kept in ignorance of
his situation, or I should not have remaine
quietly here. He came last weck, and the Iu-
tigue of the journey very nearly occasioned a
relapse:—but by the help of a jewel of a doctor
that lives in this neighbourhood we are both
quite stout and well again (for I took it into
my head to fall sick again, too, without rhyme or
reason).

“ We purposc going to town to-morrow or
next day. Our own house has been painiing and
papering, and the weather has been so unfavour-

L4
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able to the business, that it is probable it will
not be fit for us to go into this month; we have
therefore accepted a most pressing invitation of
General Burgoyne to take up our abode with
him, till our house is ready;-—-so your next must
be directed to DBruton Street, under cover to
Dick, unless Charles will frank it again. 1
don’t believe what you suy of Charles’s not being
glad to have seen me in Dublin.  You are very
flattering in the reasons you give, but I rather
think his vanity would have been wore gratified
by showing every body how much prettier and
younger his wife was than the Mrs. Sheridan in
whose favour they have been prejudiced by your
good-natured partiality. If I could have per-
suaded myself Lo trust the treacherous ocean, the
pleasure of secing you and your nursery would
have cowpensated for all the fame I should have
lost by a comparison, DBut my guardian sylph,
vainer of my beauty, perhaps, than myself, would
not suffer me to destroy the flattering illusion you
have so often displayed to your Irish friends.
No,—1 shall stay till I am past all pretensions,
and then you may excuse your want of taste
by saying, < Oh, if you had secn her when she
was young !’

“T am very glad that Bess is satistied with my
attention to her. The unpleasant situation I was
in prevented my seeing her as often as I couid
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wish. For her sake T assure you I shall be glad
to have Dick and your father on good terms,
without entering into any arguments on the sub-
ject ;—but I fear, where onc of the parties at
least, has a tincture of what they call in Latin
damnatus obstinatus mulio, the attempt will be
difficult, and the success uncertain, God bless
you; and belicve me Truly yours.
« Mrs. Lefann, Greal Cuff-Sircet, Dublin”

The next letter I shall give refers to the ill-
ness witls which old Mr. Sheridan was attacked
in the beginning of the year 1788, and of which
he died in the month of August following. It
is unneccessary to direct the reader’s attention to
the passages in which she speaks of her lost
sister, Mrs. Tickell, and her children ; — they
have too much of the heart’s hest feelings in
them to be passed over slightly.

« My pear Lissy, Londen, April 5.

“ Your last letter I hope was written when
you were low spirited, and consequently inclined
to forebode misfortune. 1 would not show it to
Sheridan : he has lately been much harassed by
business, and I could not bear to give him the
pain I know your letter would have occasioned.
~ Partial as your father has always been to Charles,
I am confident Ze¢ never has, nor ever will feel

CHAP.
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half the duty and affections that Dick has always
exprest. I know how deeply he will be afflict-
ed, if you confirm the melancholy account of
his declining health ; —but I trust your next
will remove my appreliensions, and make it un-
necessary for me to wound his affectionate heart
by the intelligence. T flatter myself, likewise,
that you have been without reason alarmed about
poor Bess. Iler life, to be sure, must be dread-
ful 5 — but I should hope the good nature and
kindness of her disposition will support her, and
evable her to continue the painful duty so neces-
sary, probably, to the comfort of your poor
father. If Charles has not or does notdo every
thing in his power to contribute to the happiness
of the few years which nature can allow him, he
will have more to answer to his conscience than
I trust any of those dear to me will have. Mrs.
Crewe told uvs, the other day, she had heard from
Mis. Greville, that every thing was settled much
to your father’s satisfaction. Iwil hope, there-
fore, as I have said hefore, you were in a gloomy
fit when you wrote, and in the mean time T will
congratulate you on the recovery of your own
health and that of your children.

I have been confined now near two months
~—1I caught cold alinost immediately on coming
to town, which brought on all those dreadful
complaints with which I was affiicted at Crewe
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Hall. By constant attention and strict regimen
1 am once more got about again; but I never
go ont of my house after the sun is down, and
on those terms only can I enjoy tolerable health.
I never knew Dick better. My dear boy 1s now

with me for his holydays, and a charming crea-
turc he is, I assure you, in every respect. My
sweet Httle charge, too, promises to reward me
for all my carc and anxicty. The little ones
come to me every day though they do not at pre-
sent live with me.  We think of {aking a house
in the country this summer as necessary for my
health and convenient to S., who must be often
in town. I shall then have @il the children with
me, as they now constitute a very great part of
my happiness. The scenes of sorrow and sickness
I have lately gone through have depressed my
spirits, and made me incapable of finding plea-
sure in the amusements which used to occupy
me, perhaps, too much. My greatest delight
is in the reflection that I am acting according to
the wishes of my ever dear and lamented sister,
and that by fulfilling the sacred trust bequeathed
me in her last moments, { ensure my own felicity
in the grateful affection of the sweet creatures,
— whom, though I love for tlicir own sakes, |
idolise when 1 consider them as the dearest part
of her who was the first and ncarest friend of my
heart -—God bless you, my dear Liss: thisis 2

CHAP.
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CE%P. subject that always carries me away. I will

therefore bid you adieu, — only entreating you

as soon as you can to send me a more comfort-

able letter. My kind love to Bess, and Mr. L,
“ Yours, ever affectionately.”

I shall give but one more leiter; which is,
perhaps, only interesting as showing how little
her heart went along with the gaieties, into
which her husband’s connexion with the world
of fashion and politics led her.

« My pEar Lissy, May 23.
¢ I bave only time at present to write a few
lines at the request of Mrs. Crewe, who is made
very unhappy by an account of Mrs. Greville’s
iliness, as she thinks it possible Mrs. G. has not
confessed the whole of her situation. She ear-
nestly wishes you would find out frem Dr. Quin
what the nature of her complaint is, with cvery
other particular you can gather on the subject,
and give me a line as soon as possible.

“l am very glad to find your father is better.
As there has been a recess lately from the Trial,
I thought it best to acquaint Sheridan with his
illness. I hope now, however, there is but little
reason to be alarmed about him. Mr. Tickell
has just received an account from Holland, that
poor Mrs, Berkeley (whom you know best as
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Betty Tickell) was at the point of death in a crsr.
consumption.

“ I hope in a very short time now to get into
the country. The Duke of Norfolk has lent us
2 house within twenty miles of London; and I
am impatient fo be once more out of this noisy,
dissipated town, where I do nothing that I really
like, and am forced to appear pleased with every
thing odious to me. God bless you. Iwrite in
the hurry of dressing for a great ball given by
the Duke of York to-night, which I had deter-
mined not to go to till late last night, when I
was persuaded that it would be very improper to
refuse a Royal invitation, if I was not absolutely
confined by illness, Adieu. Believe mc truly
yours.

“ You must pay for this letter, for Dick has

got your last with the direction ; and any thing
!”

1783,

in his hands is ¢rrecoverable

The health of Mrs. Sheridan, as we see by
some of her letters, had been for some time deli-
cate ; but it appears that her last fatal illness
originated in a cold, which she had canght in
the summer of the preceding year. Though she
continued from that time to grow gradually
worse, her friends were flattered with the hope
that as soon as her confincment should take
place she would be relieved from all that
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appearcd most dangerous in hLer complaint.
‘That event, however, produced but a temporary
intermission of the malady, which returned after
a few days with such increased violence, that it
became necessary for her, as a last hope, to try
the waters of PBristol.

The following affectionate letter of Tickell
mnust have been written at this period :—

“ My DEAR SHERTDAN,

“ I was but too well prepared for the melan-
choly intelligence contained in your last letter,
in answer to which, as Richardson will give you
this, I Jeave it to his kindness to do me justice in
every sincere and affectionate expression of iy
grief for your situation, and my entire readiness
to obey and further your wishes by every possible
excrtion,

“If you have any possible opportunity, let
me cntreat you to remember me to the dearcest,
tenderest fiiend and sister of my heart. Sustain
yourself, my dear Sheridan,

“ And believe me yours,
* Most affectionately and faithfully,
« R. TickeLL.”

The circumstances of her death cannot better
be told than in the language of a lady whose
name it would be aun honour to mention, who
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giviug up all other cares and datics, z2ccompa.-
nied her dying friend to Bristel, and devoted
herself, with a tenderness rarcly equalled cven
among women, to the soothing and lightening
of her last painful moments. Iirom the letters
written by this lady at the time, some cxtracts
have lately been given by Miss Lefanu * in her
witeresting Memoirs of her grandmother, Mrs,
Frances Sheridan.  But their whole contents arc
so important to the characters of the persons
concerned, and so delicately draw aside the veil
from a scene of which sorrow and affection were
the only witnesses, that T feel myself justified
not only in repeating what has alrcady been
quoted, but in adding a few more valuable par-
ticulars, which, by the kindness of the writer
and her correspondent, I am enabled to give
from the samc authentic source. The letters

* The talents of this young lady are another proof of the
sort of gavel-kind of genins aliotted to the whole race of She-
ridan. T find her very earliest poetical work, « The Sylphid
Chueen,” thus spoken of in a letter from the second Mrs.
Sheridan to her mother, Mrs. Lefonuw :— | chould have ac-
knowledyed your very weleome present immediately, had not
Ar. Bheridan, on my telling hin what it was, run off with it,
and T have Leen in vain endeavouring to get it from him ever
sinee. W hat Lttle I did read of it, T udmired particularly ;
but it wiil be mueh more gratifyiag to vou and your danghter
te hear ihat Az rond it with the greatest attention, uad thought
it showed a great deal of imagination.”

CHAP.
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cHAP. are addressed to Mrs. II. Lefanu, the second
XV, . ) e
sister of Mr. Sheridan.

174,
“ Bristol, June 1, 1592,
@ #F ¥ * * # #*
: « T am happy to have it it my power to give

you any information on a subject so interesting
to you, and to all that have the happinecss of
knowing dear Mrs. Sheridan; though, I am sorry
; to add, it cannot be such as will relieve your
anxiety, or abate your fears. The truth is, our
poor friend is in a most precarious state of health,

and quite given over by the facuity. Iler phy-
sician here, who is csteemed very skilful in con-
sumptive cases, assured me from the first that it
was a lost case ; but as your brother seemed un-
willing to know the truth, he was not so explicit
with him, and only represented her as being in a
very critical situation. Poor man! lie cannot bear
to think her in danger himself, or that any one
clsc should; though he is as attentive and watch-
ful as if he expected every moment {o be her Jast.
it 1s impossible for any man to behave with
greater tenderness, or to feel more on such an

occasion, than he does,
* ¥ # % * # #*

T T TR WIS, =L e e = e St

« At times the dear creature suffers a great
deal from weakness, and want of rest. She is
very patient under her sufferings, and perfectly
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resigned,  She is well aware of her danger and  ©H!

talks of dying with the greatest composure. I
am sure it will give you and Mr. Lefanu pleasure
to know that her mind is wcll prepared for any
change that may happen, and that she derives
~every comfort from religion {hat a sinccre
Christian can look for.”

On the 28th of the same month Mrs. Sheri-
dan died ; and a letter from this lady, dated July
19th, thus touchingly describes her last mo-
ments.  As a companion-picture to the close of
Sheridan’s own life, it completes a lesson of the
transitoriness of this world, which might sadden
the hearts of the beautifut and gifted, even in
their most brilliant and triumphant hours,  IFar
happier, however, in her death than he was, she
had not only his affectionate voice to soothe her
to the last, but she had one devoted friend, out
of the many whom she had charmed and fasci-
nated, to watch consolingly over Ler last strug-
gle, and satisfy her as to the fate of the beloved
objects which she left behind.

« July 19, 1792,

“ Qur dear departed friend kept her bed only

two days, and seemed to sufler less during that

interval than for some time before. She -was

perfectly in her scnses to the last moment, .and
VOL, . M
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talked with the greatest composure of ber ap-
proaching dissolution ; assuring us all that she
had the most perfect confidence in the mercics
cfan all—powcr.fhl and merciful Being, from whom
alone she could have derived the inward com-
fort and support she felt at that awful moment !
She said, she had no fear of death, and that all
her concern arose from the thoughts of leaving

so many dear and tender ties, and of what they

would sufier from her loss. Her own family were
at, Bath, and had spent one day with her, when
she was tolerably well.  Your poor brother now
thought it proper to send for them, and to flatter
them no longer. They immediately came :—it
was the morning before she died. They were
introduced one at a time at her bed-side, and
were prepared as much as possible for this sad
scene. The women bore it very well, but all
our feelings were awakened for her poor father.
'The interview between him and the dear angel
was afflicting and heart-breaking to the greatest
degree imaginable. I was afraid she would have
sunk under the cruel agitation :—she said it was
indeed too much for her. She gave some kind
injunction to each of them, and said every thing
she could to comfort them under this severe trial.
Theythen parted, in the hope of seeing her again
in the evening, but they never sawher more! Mr.
Sheridan and I sat up all that night with her ;—
indeed he had done so for several nights before,
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and never left her one moment that could be
avoided. About four o'clock in the morning we
perceived an alarming change, and sent for her
physician.* She said to him, ¢ If you can relieve

* [his physician was Dr. Bain, then a very young man,
whose friendship with Sheridan began by this mournful duty
to his wife, and only ended with the performance of the same
melancholy office for himself.  As the writer of the abuve
letters was mot present during the interview which she de-
seribes between him and Mrs. Sheridan, there are n few slight
errors in her account of what passed, the partieulars of which,
as related by Dr. Bain himself, are as follows :—On his ar-
rival, she begged of Sheridan and her female friend to leave
the room, and then, desiring him to lock the door after them,
said, “Yon have never deceived me:—tell me truly, shall T
live over this might.” Dr. Buin immediately felt her pulse,
and, finding that she was dying, answered, < I recommend you
to take some laudanum ;" npon whick she replied, <1 under-
stand you :—then give it me.”

Dr. Buin fully concurs with the writer of these letters in
bearing testimony te the tenderness and affection that Sheridan
evinced on this oceasion :—it was, he says, quite * the de-
votedness of a lover.,” 'The following note, addressed to him
after the sad event was over, does honour alike to the writer
and the receiver :—

“ My peaRr Sin,

¢ I must request your acceptance of the inclosed for your
professional attendance, For the kind and friendly atten-
tions, which have accompanied your efforts, T must remgin
your debtor. 'The recollection of them will live in my mind
with the memory of the dear lost object, whose sufferings you
soothed, and whose heart was grateful for is.

“ Belleve me,
«¢ Dear Kir,
 Very sincercly yours,
¢ Friday night. R. B. Suzripan.”
M2
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me, do it quickly ;—If not, do not let me strug-
gle, but give me some laudanum.”  Ilis answer
was, ¢ Then 1 will give you some laudanuin,’
She desired to see Tom and Betty Tickell before
she took it, of whom she took a most affecting
leave ! Your brother behaved most wonderfully,
though his heart was breaking ; and at times his
feelings were so violent, that I feared he would
have been quite ungovernable at the last. Yot
he summoned up courage to kneel by the bed-
side, till he felt the last pulse of expiring ex-
cellence, and then withdrew. She died at five
o’clock in the morning, 28th of June.

« I hope, my dear Mrs. Lefanu, you will ex-
cuse my dwelling on this most agonising scene.
I have a melancholy pleasure in so doing, and
fancy it will not be disagreeable to you to hear
all the particulars of an event so interesting, so
afflicting, to all who knew the beloved creature !
For my part, I never beheld such a scene—never
suffered such a conflict—much as I have suf-
fered on my own account. While I live, the
remembrance of it and the dear lost object can
never be effaced from my mind.*

* The fullowing striking reflection, which I have found
upon a scrap of paper, in Sheridan’s hand-writing, was sug-
gested, no doubt, by his feclings on this oceasion :—

« The loss of the breath from a heloved object, long suffer-
ing in pain and certainty to die, is not so great a privation



165

¢ We remaiued ten days after the event took CE{?_P'

place at Bristol; and on the 7th instant Mr. "o~
Sheridan and Tom, accompanied by all her fa-
mily (except Mrs. Linley), Mr, and Mrs. Leigh,
Betty Tickell and myself, attended the dear re-
mains to Wells, where we saw her laid beside
her beloved sister in the Cathedral, The choir
attended ; and there was such a eoncourse of
people of all sorts assembled on the occasion that
we could hardly move along. Mr. Leigh read
the service in 4 most atfecting manner.  Indeed
the whole scene, as you may casily imagine, was

awful and affecting to a very great degree.
Though the crowd certainly interrupted the so-
lemnity very much, and, perhaps, happily for us
abated somewliat of our feelings, whicl, had we
been less observed, would not have becn so
easily kept down.

“ The day after the sad scene was closed we
separated, your brother choosing to be left by
himself with Tom for a day or two. lle after-
wards joined us at Bath, where we spent a few
days with our friends, the Leighs. Last Satur-
day we took leave of them, and on Sunday we
arrived at Isleworth, where, with much regret,
I left your brother to his own melancholy re-

as the last Inss of her heputiful remains, if they remain so.
The Victory of the Grave Is sharper than the Sting of
Death.” '

M 3
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flections, with no other companions but his two
children, in whom he seems at present entirely
wrapped up. Hesuffered a great deal in return-
ing the same road, and was most dreadfully agi-
tated on his arrival at Isleworth. His grief is
deep and sincere, and I am sure will be lasting.
I1e is in very good spirits, and at times is even
cheerful, but the moment e is left alone he feels
all the anguish of sorrow and regret. The dear
little girl is the greatest comfort to him:—he
cannot bear to be a moment without her.  She
thrives amazingly, and is indeed a charming little
creature. Tom behaves with constant and ten-
der attention to his father :-—he laments his
dear mother sineerely, and at the time was vio-
lently affected ;—but at his age, the impressions
of grief are not lasting; and his mind is na-
turally too lively and cheerful to dwell long on
melancholy objects.  He is in all respects truly
amiable, and in many respects so like his dear,
charming mother, that I am sure he will be ever
dear to my heart. Iexpect tohave the pleasure
of seeing My. Sheridan again next weck, when
I hope to find him more compesed than when 1
took lecave of him last Sunday.”

To the mention which is made, in this affect-
ing letter, of the father of Mrs. Sheridan, whose
destiny it had been to {ollow to the grave, within
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a few short years, so many of his accomplished
children*, I must add a few sentences more
from another letter of the same lady, which,
while they increase our interest in this amiable
and ingenious man, bear testimony to She-
ridan’s attaching powers, and prove how affec-
tionate he must have been to her who was gone,

* In 1778 his eldest som Thomas was drowned, while
amusing himself in 2 pleasure-buat at the seat of the Duke
of Ancaster. The pretty lines of Mrs. Sheridan to his vielin
are well known. A few years after, Samuel, a lieutenant in
the nuvy, was earried off by a fever.  Miss Iaria Linley died
in 15785, and Mrs. Tickell in 1787.

In the Memoirs of Mrs. Crouch I find the following anec-
dote: -~ Poor Mr. ILinley! after the death of one of his
sons, when seated at the harpsichord in Drury Lane theaire,
in order to accompany the voesl parts of an interesting little
piece taken from Prior’s Henry snd Emma by Mr. Tickell,
and excellently represented by Palmer and Miss Farren,—
wheun the tutor of Henry, Mr. Alkin, gave an impressive
description of 2 promising young man, in speaking of his pupit
Henry, the feelings of Mr. Linley could not be suppressed.
His tears fell fast —nor did he weep alone.”

In the same work Mrs. Crouch is made to say that, after
Miss Maria Linley died, it was melancholy for her to sing to
Mr. Linley, whose tears continnally fell on the keys as he
accompanied her; and if, in the course of her profession,
she was obliged to practisc a song, which he had heen ae-
customed to hear his lost danghter sing, the similurity of their
manners and their voices, which he had once remarked with
pleasure, then affected him to such a degree, that he was fre-
quently forced to quit the instrument, and walk ahout the
Toom to recover his composure.

M 4
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to be thus loved by the father to whom she was
so dear :—

<¢ Poor Mr. Linley has been here among us
these two months.  He is very much broke, but
is still a very inferesting and agrecablc com-
panion. I do not know any enc more to be pi-
tied than heis. Iiisevident thatthe recollection
of past misfortunes preys on his mind, and he
has no comfort in the surviving part of his fa-
mily, they being all scattered abroad.  Mr. She-
ridan seems more his child than any one of his
own, and I believe he likes belng near him and
his grandchildren.”

Towards the autumn (as we learn from an-
other Ietter of this lady) Mr. Sheridan endea-
voured to form a domestic establishment for
himself at Wanstead.

“ Wanstead, Oetober 22, 1792,

« Your brother has taken a house in this vil-
lage very near me, where he means to pisce his
dear littie girl te be as much as possible under
my protection.  This was the dying request of
my beloved fiiend ; and the Jast effort of her
mind and pen * was mude the day before she ex-

% There ure some touching allusions to these inst thoughts
of Mrs. Sheridan, in an Elegy, written by ber brother, 3r.
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pired, to draw up a solemn promise for both of
us to sign, to ensure the strict performance of
this last awful injunction : so anxious was she to
commit this dear treasure to my care, well know-
ing how impossible it would be for a father, situ-
ated as your brother is, to pay that constant at-
tention to her which a daughter so particularly
requircs. * * * You may be assured, 1
shall engage in the task with the greatest delight
and alacrity : — would to God that I were in
the smallest degree qualified to supply the place
of that angelic, all-accomplished mother, of
whose tender care she has beeu so early de-

William Linley, soon after the news of the sad event reached
him in India ; —

¢ Oh most beloved ! my sister and my friend !
While kindred woes still breathe urvund thine urw,
Long with the tear of absence must 7 blend
The sigh, that speaks thou never shalt return.

E * # + E] *

¢ *Twas Fuith, that, bending o’er the bed of death,
Shot o’er thy pallid eheek o transient ray,
With sefter effort soothed thy labouring breath,
{lave grace to anguisiy, beauty to decay.

“ Thy friends, thy children, claim’d thy latest care ;
Thelrs was the last that to thy bosom clung;
For them o heaven thou sent’st the expiring prayer;
The last that fulter'd on thy trembling tongue”
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prived. All I casi do for her I will do; and if
I can succeed so far as to give her early and
steady principles of religion, and to form her
mind to virtue, I shall think my time well em-
ployed, and shall feel myself happy in having
fulfilled the first wish of her beloved mother’s
heart' & L3 ¥ & & % i
To return to your brother, he talks of having
his house here immediately furnished and made
ready for the reception of his nursery. Itisa
very good sort of common house, with an excel-
lent garden, roomy and fit for the purpose, but
will admit of no show or expense. I understand
he has taken a house in Jermyn Street, where he
may see company, but he does not intend hav-
ing any other country-house but this. Isleworth
he gives up, his time being expircd there. I
belicve he has got a private tutor for Tom —
somebody very much to his mind. At one time
he talked of sending him abroad with this gentle-
man, but I know not at present what his deter-
minations are. He is too fond of Tom’s society
to let him go from him for any time ; but I think
it would be more to his advantage if he would
consent to part with him for two or three years.
It is impossible for any man to be more devotedly
attached to his children than he is, and I hope
they will be a comfort and a blessing to him,
when the world loses its charms. The last time
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I saw him, which was for about five minutes, I CIIAP
thought he looked remarkably well, and seemed
tolerably cheerful. But I have observed in ge-
neral that this afffiction has made a wonderful
~ alteration in the expression of his countenance
and in his manners.* The Leighs and my fa-
mily spent a week with him at Isleworth the be-
ginuing of August, where we were indeed most
affcctionately and hospitably entertained. I
could hardly believe him to be the same man.
In fact, we never saw him do the honours of his
house before ; fhat, you know, he always left to
the dear, elegant creature, who never failed to
please and charm every one who came within the
sphere of her notice. Nobody could have filled
her place so well ; — he seemed to have pleasure
in making much of those whom she loved and
who, he knew, sinccrely loved her. = We all
thought he never appeared to such advantage.
He was attentive to every body and every thing,
though grave and thoughtful ; and his feelings,
poor fellow, often ready to break forth in spite
of his efforts to suppress them. He spent his
evenings mostly by himsclf. He desired me,
when [ wrote, to let you know that she had by

1792,

* 1 have heard o noble friend of Sheridan say that, hap-
pening about this time to sleep in the room next to him, he
could plainly hear him sobbing throughout the greater part
of the night.
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will made a little distribution of what she called
¢ her own property,’ and had lelt you and your
sister rings of remembrance, and her fausse mon-
tre, containing Mr. Sheridan’s picture, to you ¥,
— Mrs. Joseph Lefanu having got hers.  She
left rings also to Mr. and Mrs. Leigh, my sister,
daughter, and myself, and positively forbids any
others being given on any pretence, but these 1
have specified, — evidently precluding all her
Jine friends {rone this last mark of lier estecm and
approbation. She had, poor thing, with some
justice, turncd from them all in disgust, and, I
observed, during her iilness, never mentioned
any of them with regard or kindness,

The consolation which Sheridan derived from
his lLittle daughter was not long spared to him.
In a letter, without a date, from the same ami-
able writer, the following account of her death
is given : —

¢ The circumstances atlending this meclan-
choly cvent were particularly distressing. A
large party of young people were assembled at
your brother’s to spend ajoyous evening in dance-

# This bequest is thus announced by Sheridan himself in
a letter to his sister, dated June 3, 1784 1 — ¢ I moean ulso to
send by Miss Patrick a pieture which has long been your
property, by a bequest from one whose Image is not ofien
from my mind, and whose memory, I am sure, remains in
vours.”
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ing. We were allin the height of our merriment,
— he himself remarkably cheerful, and partak-
ing of the amuscment, when the alarm was given,
that the dear little angel was dying! It is im-
_possible to describe the confusion and Lorror of
the scene : — he was quite frantic, and 1 knew
not what to do. Happily there were present
several kind, good-natured men, who had their
recollection, and pointed out what should be
done. We very soon had every possible assist-
ance, and for a short time we had some hope
that her precious life would have been spared to
us — but that was soon at an end !

“The dear babe never throve to my satisfac.
tion : — she was small and delicate beyond ima-
gination, and gave very little expectation of long
life ; but she kad visibly declined during the last
month, * * *  Mr. Sheridan made
himself very miserable at first, from an appre-
hension that she had been neglected or misma-
naged ; but I trust he is perfectly convineed that
this was not the case. He was scverely afllicted
at first. The dear babe’s resemblance to her mo-
ther after her death was so much more striking,
that it wasimpossible to see her without recalling
every circumstance of that afflicting scene, and
he was continually in the room indwlging the sad
remembrance. 1o this manner he indulged his
teelings for four or five days ; then, having in-
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CHAP.  dispensable business, he was obliged to go to

“ 1792,

London, from whence he rceturned, on Sunday,
apparently in good spirits and as well as usual.
But, however he may assume the appearance of
ease or cheerfulness, his heart is not of a natare
to be quickly reconciled to the loss of any thing
he loves. He suffers deeply and secretly ; and
I dare say he will long and bitterly lament both
mother and child.”

The reader will I think, feel with me, after
reading the foregoing letters, as well as those of
Mrs, Sheridan, given in the conrse of this work,
that the impression which they altogether leave
on the mind is in the highest degree favourable

to the characters both of husband and wife.

There is, round the whole, an atmosphere of
kindly, domestic feeling, which seems to answer
for the soundness of the hearts that breathed in
it. 'The sensibility, too, displaycd by Sheridan
at this period, was not that sort of passionate
return to former feelings, which the prospect of
losing what it once loved might awaken in even
the most alienated heart ; —on the contrary,
there was a depth and mecllowness in his sorrow,
which could proceed from long habits of affec-
tion alone. The idea of seeking solace for
the loss of the mother in the endearments of
the children would occur only to one who had
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been accustomed to find happiness in his home,
and who therefore clung for comfort to what
remained of the wreck,

Such, I have little doubt, were the natural
feelings and dispositions of Sheridan ; and if the
vanity of talent too often turned him aside from
their influence, 1t is but another proof of the
danger of that «light which leads astray,” and
may console those who, safe under the shadow
of mediocrity, are unvisited by such disturbing
splendours.

The following letters on this occasion, from
his eldest sister and her husband, are a further
proof of the warm attachment which he inspired
in those connected with him : —

“ My peEaresT Brorues,

¢ Charles has just informed me that the fatal,
the dreaded event has taken place. On my
kness I implore the Almighty to look down upon
you in your affliction, to strengthen your noble,
your feeling heart to bear it. Oh my beloved
brother, these are sad, sad trials of fortitude.
One consolation, at least, in mitigation of your
sorrow, I am sure you possess, — the couscious-
ness of having done all you could to preserve
the dear angel you have lost, and to soften the
last painful days of her mortal cxistence. Mrs.
Canning wrote to me that she was in aresigned
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and happy frame of mind: she is assuredly
among the blest; and I feel and I think she
Iooks down with benignity at my feeble efforts
to soothe that anguish I participate. Let me
then conjure you, my dear brother, to suffer me
to endeavounr to be of use to you. Could I have
done it, I should have been with you from the
time of your arrival at Bristol. The impossibi-
lity of my going has made me miserable, and
injured my health, already 1n a very bad state.
It would give valuc to my life, could I he of
that service [ think I mivhi be of,if I were near
you; and as I cannot go to you, and as there is
every reason for your quitting the scene and
objects befare you, perhaps you may let us have
the happiness of having you here, and my dear
Tom : 1 will write to him when my spirits are
quieter. I entrcat you, my dear brotler, try
what change of place can do for you: your
character and talents are here held in the highest
estimation ; and you bave here some who love
you beyond the affection any in England can
feel for you.

¢ Cuff Street, 4th July. A. Leranu.”

“ Wednesday, 4th July, 1792,

“ My prar coonp Srg,
‘¢ Permit me to join my entreaties to Lissy’s
to persuade you to come over to us. A journey
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might be of service to you, and change of

objects a real rclief to your mind.  We would
try every thing to divert your thoughts from too
intensely dwelling on certain recolleetions, which
are yet too keen and too fresh to be entertained
with safety,—at least to occupy you too en-
tirely. Having been so long separated from
your sister, you can hardly have an adcquate
idea of her love for you. I, who on many
occasions have observed its operation, can truly
and solemnly assure you that it far exceeds any
thing I could ever have supposed to have been
felt by a sister towards a brother. I am con-
vinced you would experience such sootbing in
her company and conversation as would restore
you to yoursclf sconer than any thing that could
be imagined. Come then, my dear sir, and be
satisfied you will add greatly to her comfort,
and to that of your very affectionate friend,

* J. LEranu.”
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DHRURTY LANE WIIFATHE.—eO0IRTY OF F rnn FRIENDS OF
THi PEOPLE W e 3ADBAME BE GENLIS. — WAR wWiITH
FRANCHE. ——1FITIG

SECEDIRS, — SPEECIIESZ TN PARLIA-
MENT, — DEATH 417 TICKELL.

Tar domestic anxictics of Mr. Sheridan, during
this year, left but little room in his mind for
public cares. Accordingly, we find that, atter
the month of April, he absented himself from
the Ifouse of Commons altogether. In addition
to his apprehensions for the safety of Mrs.
Sheridan, he had been for some time harassed
by the derangement of his theatrical property,
which was now fast falling into a state of arrear
and involvement, from which it never after en-
tirely recovered.

The Theatre of Drury Lane having been, in
the preceding year, reported by the surveyors to
be unsafe and incapable of repair, it was deter-
mincd to erect an entircly new house upon the
same site; for the accomplishment of which
purpose a proposal was made, by Mr. Sheridan
and Mr. Linley, to raise the sum of one hun-
dred and fifty thousand pounds, by the means



of three hundred debenivres, of five hundred

f the seiieme suceeeded

pounds each.

a1 I N o . ik £
mstantly ; and [ have now Defore me a st of

the holders of the 300 shares, appanded to the

proposal of 1701, at the head of which the names
of the three Trusices, in whom the Theatre was

u{‘terwards vested i the yeur 1763, stand for

the following number of shares:— Albany
Wallis, 20; Hammersley, 50; Richard Ford,
20. But, though the money was raised without
any difficulty, the completion of the new build-
ing was delayed by wvarious negotiations and
obstacles, while, in the mean {ime, the company
were playing, at an enormous expense, first in
the Opera-House, and afterwards at the Hay-
market Theatre, and Mr. Sheridan and Mr.
Linley were paying interest for the first Instal-
ment of the loan.

To these and other causes of the mcreasing
embarrassments of Shetidan is to be added the
extravagance of his own style of living, which
became much more careless and profuse after
death had deprived him of her, whose maternal
thoughtfulness alone would have been a check
upon such improvident waste. We are enabled
to form some idea of his expensive habits, by
finding, from the letters which have just been
quoted, that he was, at the same time, maintain-
ing three establishments, — onc at Wanstead,

N2
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where his son resided with his tutor ;3 another at
Isleworth, which he still held (as I lcarn from
letters directed to him there) in 1793 ; and the
third, his town-bouse, in Jermyn Strect.  Rich
and ready as were the resources which the Trea-
sury of the theatre opened to him, and fertile as
was his own invention in devising new schemes
of finance, such mismanaged cxpenditure would
exhaust even Jiis magic wealth, and the lamp
must cease to answer to the rubbing at last.

The tutor, whom he was lucky enough to ob-
tain for liis son at this time, was Mr. William
Smythe, & gentleman who has since distinguished
himself by his classical attainments and graceful
talent for poctry. Young Sheridap had previ-
ously been under the care of Dr. Parr, with
wlhom he resided a considerable time at Hatton ;
and the friendship of this learncd man for the
father could not have been more strongly shown
than in the disinterestedness with which he de-
voted himself to the education of the son.  The
following letter from him to Mr. Sheridan, in
the May of this year, proves the kind feeling by
which he was actuated towards him :—

“ Diaw Sin,
“ I hope Tom got home safe, and found you
i better spirits. He said something about
drawing on your banker; but I do not under-
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stand the process, and shall not take any step.
You will consult your own convenicnce about
these things; for my connection with you 1s
that of friendship and personal regard. [ feel
and remember slights from those 1 regpeet, but
acts of kindaess I cannot forget; and, though
my life has been passed far more in doing than re-
ceiving services, yet I know and I value the good
dispositions of yourself and a few other friends,
—men who are wortliy of that name from me.
¢ If you choose Tom to return, he knows and
you know how glad I am always to see him. If
not, pray let him do something, and I will tell
you what he should do.
« Believe me, dear Sir,
* Yours sincerely,
«“ S, Parnr.”

In the spring of this year was established the
Society of “ The I'riends of the People,” for the
express purpose of obtaining a Parliamentary
Reform. To this Association, which, less for
its professed object than for the republican ten-
deneics of some of its members, was particularly
obnoxious to the loyalists of the day, Mr. She-
ridan, Mr. Grey, and many others of the lead-
ing persons of the Whig party, belonged. Their
Address to the People of England, which was
put forth in the month of April, contained an
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sble and temperate cxposition of the grounds
upen which they sought for Reform; and the
names of Sheridan, Mackintosh, Whithread, &c.,
appear on the fist of the Commitiee by which
this paper was drawn up.

It is a proof of the little zeal which Ir. Fox
felt at this period on the subjeet of Reform, that
he withheld thie sanction of his pame from a
Society to which so many of his most intimate
political friemds belonged. Some notice was
taken in the Ifouse of this symptom of back-
wardness in the cause; and Sheridan, in reply-
ing to the insinuation, said that ¢ they wanted
not the signature of his Right Honourable
Friend to assure them of bis concurrence.
They had his bond in the steadiness of his poli-
tical principles and the integrity of his heart.”
Mr. Fox himself, however, gave a more definite
explanation of the circumstance. * He might
be asked,” he said, “ why his name was not on
the list of the Society for Reform? His reason
was, that though he saw great and cnormous
grievances, he did not see the remedy.”” 1t is
to be doubted, indecd, whether Mr. Fox ever
fully admitted the principie upon which the de-
mand for a Reform is founded. When he after-
wards espoused the question so warmly, it secins
to have been merely as one of those weapons
caught up in the heat of a warfare, in which Li-
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berty itself appeared to hiin too imminently en-
dangered, to admit of the consideration of any
abstract princinle, except that summary one of
the right of resistance to power abused.  From
what has heen already said, too, of the language
held by Sheridan on this subject, it may be con-
cluded that, though far more ready than his
friend to inscribe Reform upon the banner of the
party, he had even still less made up his mind as
to the practicability or expediency of the measure.
Looking upon it as a question, the agitation of
which was useful to Liberty, and at the same
fime counting upon the improbability of its ob-
Jects being accomplished, he adopted at once,
as we have seen, the most speculative of all the
plans that had been proposed, and flattered
himself that he thus secured the beaefit of the
general principle, without risking the inconve-
nience of any of the practical details.

The following extract of a letter from She-
ridan to one of his female corregpondents, at this
time, will show that he did not quite approve the
policy of Mr. Fox in holding aloof from the Ke-
formers :—

¢ I am down here with Mrs. Canning and her

family, while all my friends and party are mcet-

ing in town, where I have excused myself, teo

lay their wise heads together in this erisis.
N 4

CHAL.
XV

1792,



CIFAL,
XV

e,

184

Again I say there 13 nothing but what is un-
pleasant before my mind. I wish to occupy
and fill my thoughts with public matters, and, to
do justice to the times, they afford materials
encugh; but nothing is in prospect to make
activity pleasant, or to point one’s efforts against
one commen enemy, making all that cngage in
the attack cordial, social and united. On the
contrary, every day produces some new schism
and absurdity. Windham las signed a nonsen-
sical association with Lord Mulgrave ; and when
I left town yesterday, I was informed that the
Divan, as the meeting at Debrett’s is called,
were furious at an quthentic advertisement from
the Doke of Portland against Charles Fox’s
speech in the Whig Club, which no one before
believed fo be genuine, but which they now say
Dr. Lawrence brought from Burlington-FHouse.
IF this is so, depend on it there will be a direct
breach in what has been called the Whig Party.
Charles I'ox must come to the Reformers openly
and avowedly; and in a month four-fifths of the
Wiig Club will do the same.”

The motion for the Abclition of the Slave-
trade, brought forward this year by Mr, Wilber-
force (on whose brows it may be said, with much
more truth than of the Roman General, * An-
nexwrt dfrica lauros,”) was signalised by onc of
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the most splendid orations that the lofty clo-
quence of Mr. Ditt ever poured forth.* I
mention the Debhate, however, for the mere pur-
pose of remarking, as a singularity, that, often
as this great qucstion was discussed in Parlia-
ment, and ample as was the scope which it af-
forded for the grander appeals of oratory, Mr.
Sberidan was upon no occasion tempted to utter
even a syllable on the subject,—except once for
a few minutes, in the year 1787, upon some
pont relating to the attendance of a witness.
"The two or three sentences, however, which, he
did speak on that occasion were sufficient to
prove (what, as he was not a West-India pro-
prictor, no one can doubt,) that 1he sentiments
entertained by him on this interesting topic were,
to the full extent, those which actuated not only
his own party, but every real lover of justice
and humanity throughout the world. To use a
quotation which he himsclf applied to another
branch of the question in 1807 +—

* It was at the conclusion of this speech that, in contem-
plating the period when Africa would, he hoped, participate
in these blessings of civilization ond knewledige which were
now enjoyed by more fortunate regions, he applied the kappy
quetation, rendered still more striking, it iz said, by the cir-

cumstance of the rising sun just then shining in through the
windews of the House: —

“ Nog . primus equts Oriens afflanit ankelis,
Litic sera vulions acoonddd Iuming Vesper”
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« I would net heve a slave to till my ground,
To fan me when [ sleep, and tremble when
1 wake, for ali that human sinews, bought
And sold, have ever ear’d,”

The National Convention having lately, in the
first paroxysm of their republican vanity, con-
ferred the honour of Citizenship upon several
distinguished Englishmen, and, among others,
upon Mr. Wilberforce and Sir James Mackintosls,
it was intended, as appears by the following let-
ter from Mr. Stoae, (a gentleman subsequently
brought into notice by the tiial of his brother for
High Treason,) to invest Mr. Fox and Mr. She-
ridan with the same distinction, had not the
prudent interference of Mr. Stone saved them
from this very questionable honour.

The following is the Ietter which this gentle-
man addressed to Sheridan on the oceasion.

¢ Paris, Nov. 18. Year 1. of the French Republie.

“ Dear Sin,

«I have taken a liberty with your name, of
which I ought to give you notice, and offer some
apology.  The Convention, having lately cn-
larged their conncetions in Europe, are ambi-
tious of adding to the number of their friends by
bestowing some mark of distinction on those who
have stood forth in support of their cause, when
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its fate hung doubtful, The French congeive
that they owe this obligation very eminently to
you and Mr. Fox; and, to show their gratitude,
the Commiltee appointed to make the Report
has deterwined to offer to you and Mr. Fox the
honour of Citizeuship. Had this honour never
been conferred before, had it been conferred
oniy on worthy members of society, or were you
and Mr. I'ox only to be named at this moment,
Ishould rot have interfered. But as they have
given the title to obscure and vulgar men and
scoundrels, of which they are now very much
ashamed themselves, I have presumed to suppose
that you would thivk yourself much more ho-
noured in the breach than the observance, and
have there re causcd your nomination tobe sus-
pended. But I was influenced in this also by
other consideraticns, of which one was, that,
though the Committee would be more careful in
their selection than the last had been, yet it was
probable you would not like to share the ho-
nours with such as would be chosen. But an-
other more itnportant ene that weighed with me
was, that this new character would not be a small
embarrasswent in the route which you have to
take the next session of Parliament, when the
affairs of France must necessarily he often the
subject of discussion. No one will suspect Mr.
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Wilberforce of being seduced, and no one has
thought that he did any thing to render him
liable to seduction ; as lis superstition and de-
voteduess to Mr. Pitt have kept him perfectly
a Pabri from all temptations to err on the side of
liberty, civil or religious. But to you and Mr.
Fox the reproach will constantly be made, and
the blockheads and knaves in the House will
always have the means of influencing the opinions
of those without, by opposing with success your
English character to your French one ; and that
which is only a mark of gratitude for past ser-
vices will be construed by malignity into a bribe
of some sort for services yet to be rendered.
You may be certain that, in offering the reasous
for my conduct, I blush that I think it necessary
to stoop to such prejudices. Of this, however,
you will be the best judge, and I should esteem
it a favour if you would inform me whether I
have done right, or whether I shall suffer your
names {o stand as they did before my interfer-
ence. There will be sufficient time for me to
receive your answer, as I have prevailed on the
reporter, M. Brissot, to delay a few days. T have
given him iny reasons for wishing the suspension,
to which hc has assented. Mr. O‘Brien also
prompted me to this deed, and, if 1 have done
wrong, he must take half the punishment. My
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address is, © Rose, Huissicr,” under cover of the
President of the National Convention.
¢ I have the honour to be,
« Your most obedient
<« And most humble servant,

s« J, H. Stove.”’

It was in the month of October of this year,
that the romantic adventure of Madame de Genlis
(in the contrivance of whichthe practical humour
of Sheridan may, I think, be detected,) occurred

oh the road between YLondon and Dartford. This-

distinguished lady had, at the close of the year
1791, with a view of escaping the turbulent
scenes then passing in France, come over with
her illustrious pupil, Mademoiselle d’Orleans,
and her adopted daughter, Pamela *, to England,

* Marricd at Tournay in the month of December, 1792, to
Lord Edward Fitzgerald. Lord Edward was the only one,
among the numetous suitors of Mrs. Sheridan, to whom she
was supposed to have listened with any thing like & return of
feeling ; and that there shiould be mutval admiration between
two such noble specimens of human nature, it is easy, with-
out injury to cither of them, to beliove.

Some months before her death, when Sheridan had becn
describing to her and Lord Edward a beautiful French girl
whom lie had lutely seen, and added that she put him
slrongly in mind of what his own wife had been in the first
bloom ef her youth and beauty, Mrs, S8heridan, on his leay-
ing the room, turned to Lord Edward, and said with a me-
lancholy smife, 1 should like you, when I am dead, to
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whete she received, both from Mr. Fox and Mr.
Sheridan, all that attention which her high cha-
racter for talent, as well as the embarrassing
nature of her situation at that moment, claimed
for her.

The following letter from her to Mr. Ifox 1
find inclosed in one from the latter to Mr, She-
ridan : —

“ Sin,

“ You have, by your infinite kindness, given
me the right to show you the utmost confidence.
The situation I am in makes me desirc to have
with me, during two days, a person perfectly well
instructed in the Laws, and very sure and honest.
I desire such a person that I could offer to him
all the monecy he would have for this trouble,
But there 1s not a moment to be lost on the oc-
casion. If you could send me dircetly this per-
son, you would render me the most important
service. 'T'o calm the most cruel agitation of a
sensible and grateful soul shall be your reward.
~— Oh could I see you but a minute! — I am
uneasy, sick, unhappy ; surrounded by the most
dreadful snares of the fraud and wickedness; I

marry that girl.” This was Pamels, whom Sheridan had
just seen during his visit of a few hours to Madamc de
Genlis at Bury in Suffolk, and whom Lord Edward married
in about a year after.
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am Intrusted with the most interesting and sacred
charge !-—All these are my claims to hope your
advices, protection, and assistance. My friends
are absent in that moment ; there is only fwo
names in which I could place my confidence and
my hopes. Pardon this bad language. As Hy-
polite I may say,

* < Songex que je vous parle wie langue érangere,

but the feelings it expresses cannot be strangers
to your heart.

¢ Sans avoir Pavantage d’étre connue de
Monsieur Fox, je prens la liberté de le supplier
de communiquer cette lettre & Mr. Shéridan, et
si ce dernier n’est pas & Loudres, }ose espérer
de Monsieur Fox la méme bonté que j’attendois
de Mr. Shéridan dans ’embarras on je me trouve,
Je m’addresse aux deux personnes de 1’ Angle-
terre que j’admire le plus, et je serois double-
ment heureusc d’étre tirée de cette perplexité
et de leur en avoir ’obligation.  Je serais peut-
étre 4 Londres incessament, Je désirerois vive-
ment les y trouver; mais en attendant je souhaite
avec ardeur aveir ici le plus promptement pos-
sible 1’homme de loi, ou seulcment en état de
donner de bons conseils que je demande. Je
renouvelle toutes mes excuses de tant d'im-
portunités.” '
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It was on her departure for Francein the pre-
sent year that the celebrated adventure, to which
I have alluded, occmited 3 and as it is not often
that the post-boys between London and Dartford
arc promoted into agents of mystery or romance,
I shall give the entire narrative of the cvent in
the lady’s own words,—premising (what Mr.
Sheridan, no doubt, discovered) that her immagin-
ation had been for some time on the watch for
such incidents, as she mentions, in another place,
her terrors at the idea of “ crossing the desert
plains of Newmarket without an escort.”

“We left London,” says Madame de Genlis, * on
onr return te Irrance the 20th of October, 1792, and a
circumstance occurred to us s0 extraordinary, that Tought
not, I feel, to pass it over in silence. 1 shall merely,
however, relate the fact, withont any attempt to explain
it, or withont adding to my recital any of those reflec-
tions which the impartial reader will easily supply.  We
set out at ten o'clock in the morning in two carringes,
one with six horses, and the other, in which were our
maids, with four. I had, twe months before, sent off four
of my servants to Parls, so that we had with us only one
Freuch servant, and a footman, whom we had hired to
attend us as far as Dover.  When we were about a quar-
ter of a leagae from London, the French servant, who
had never made the journey from Dover to London but
once before, thought he perceived that we were not in the
right road, and en his making the remark to me, I per-
ceived it also. The postillions, on being questioned, said
that they had only wished to avoid a small hill, and that
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they wonld soon return into the high road again. Afler
an interval of three quarters of an hour, seeing that we
still continued our way through a country that was en-
tirely new to me, I again interrogated both the footman
and the postillions, and they repeated their assurance that
we shoold soon regain the usual road.

« Notwithstanding this, however, we still pursued our
course with cxtreme rapidity, in the same unknown route;
and as I had remarked that the post-boys and footman
always answered me in a strange sort of laconic manner,
and appeared as if they were afraid to stop, my compa-
nions and I began to lock at each otlier with a mixture
of surprise and uneasiness. We renewcd our enquiries,
and at last they answered that it was indeed true they
had lost their way, but that they had wished to conceal
it trom us till they had fowud the cross-road to Dartford
{our first stage), and that now, having been for an hour
and a half in that road, we had but two miles to go be-
fore we should reach Dartford. It appeared to us very
strange that people should lose their way between Lon-
don and Dover, but the assurance that we were ouly half
a league from Dartford dispelled the sort of vague fear
that had for a moment agitated us. At last, after nearly
an hour had elapsed, sceing that we still were not arrived
at the end of the stage, our uneasiness increased to a de-
gree which amounted even to terror. It was with much
difficulty that I made the post-boys stop opposite a smalt
village which Iay to our left; in spite of my shouts they
still went on, till at last the French servant (for the other
did not interferc) compelled them to stop. I then sent
to the village to ask how far we were from Dartford, and
my surprise may be guessed when I recetved for answer
that we were now 22 miles {more than seven leagues)
distant from that place. Concealing my suspicions, 1

YOI, 11, o0

CHAD,
XVIL

15492,



e

1914

took a guide in the village, and declared that it was my
wish to return to Loandon, as T found I was now at a
less distance from that city than from Dartford,  The
post-boys made much reststance to iny desive, and cven
behaved with an extreme degree of insolonce, but our
French servant, backed by the guide, compelled them to
obey.

“ As we returned af a very slow pace, owing to the
sulkiness of the post-boys and the fatigue of the horses,
we did not reach London before night-full, when Timme-
diately drove to Mr. Sheridan’s honse.  He was ex-
tremely surprised fo see me returacd, anid on my relating
to him our adventure, agreed with us that it coukl not
have been the result of mere chance. He then sent for
a Justice of the Peace to examine the post-heys, who
were detained till his arrival under the pretence of cal-
culating thelr account ;—but, in the mean time, the hired
footman disappearcd and never returned.  The post-boys
being examined by the Justice according to the legal
form, and in the presence of witncsses, gave thelr answers
in a very confused way, but confessed that an unknown
gentleman had come in the morning to their master’s,
and carrying them from thence to a public-house, had,
by giving them something to drink, persuaded them to
take the road by which we had gone. The examination
was continued for a long time, but vo further conlession
could be drawn from them. My, Sheridan told me, that
therc was suflicient proof on which to ground an action
against these men, but that it would be a tedious process,
and cost a great deal of money. The post-boys were
therefore dismissed, and we did not pursue the enquiry
any farther. As Mr. Sheridan saw the terror I was in at
the very idea of again venturing on the road to Dover,
he promised to accompany us thither himself; but added
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that, having some indispensable business on bis hands,
he could not go for some days. Hc took us then to
Isleworth, a country-house which ke had near Ricli-
mend, on the banks of the Thames, and as he was not
able to dispatch his business so quickly as he expected,
we remained for a month in that hospitable retreat, which
both gratitude and friendship rendered so agreeable to
us.”

It Is impossible to read this narrative, with the
recollection, at the same time, in our minds of
the boyjsh propensity of Sheridan to what are
called practical jokes, without strongly suspect-
ing that he was himself the contriver of the
whole adventure. The ready attendance of the
Justice, — the “unknown gentleman ™ deposed
to by the post-boys,—the disappearance of the
laquais, and the advice given by Sheridan that
the affair should be pursucd no further, — all
strongly savour of dramatic contrivance, and
must have afforded a scene not a little trying to
the gravityof himwho took the trouble of getting
it up. With respect to his motive, the agree-
able month at his country-house sufficiently ex.
plains it; nor could his conscicnce have felt
much scruples about an imposture, which, so far
from belng attended with any disagrecable con.
sequences, furnished the lady with an inc'_ident
of romance, of which she was but too happy to
avail hersclf, and procured for him the presence
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of such a distinguished party, to grace and en-
liven the festivities of Isleworth.*
At the end of the month (adds Madame de

Genlis),

« Mr. Sheridan having finished his business, we set off
together for Dover, himself, bis son, and an English
friend of his, Mr. Reid, with whom T was but a fow days
acquainted, It was now near the end of the month of
November, 1792, The wind being adverse, detained us
for five days at Dover, during all which time Mr. Sheri-
dan remained with us. At last the wind grew lesy un-
favourable, but still blew so violently that nobody would
advise me to embark, I resolved, however, to venture,
and Mr, Sheridan attended us into the very packet-boat,
where I veceived his farewell with a feeling of sadness
which I cannot express. Tle would have crossed with
us, but that some indispensable duty, at that moment,
required his presence in England.  ITe, however, left us
Mr. Reid, who had the goodness to accompany us to
Paris.”

* In the Memoirs of Madame Genlis, lately published, she
supplies a still more interesting key to his motives for such
a contrivance. It appears, from the new recollections of this
lady, that “he was passionately in love with Pamela,” and
that, before her departure from England, the following scene
took place:—*Two days before we set out, Mr. Sheridan
made, in my presence, his declaration of love to Pamela, whe
was affected by his agreeable manner and high character,
and accepted the offer of his hand with pleasure. In conse-
quence of this, it was settled that he was to marry her on
our return from France, which was expected to take place in
a fortnight.” I suspect this to be but a continuation of the
Bomance of Dartford.
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In 1793 war was declared between England CHAP.
and France. Though hostilities might, for a o
short time longer, have been avoided, by a more
accommodating readiness in listening to the
overtures of France, and a less stately tone on the
part of the English negotiator, there could hardly
have existed in dispassionate minds any hope of
averting the war entirely, or even of postponing
it for any considerable period. Indeed, however
rational at first might have been the expectation,
that France, if left to pass through the ferment
of her own Revolution, would have either settied
at last into a less dangerous form of power, or
exhausted herself into a state of harmlessness
during the process, this hope had been for some
time frustrated by the crusade proclaimed against
her liberties by the confederated Princes of Eu-
rope. The conference at Pilnitz and the Mani-
festo of the Duke of Brunswick had taught the
French people what they werc to expect, if con-
quered, and had given to that inundation of
energy, under which the Ilepublic herself was
sinking, a vent and direction outwardsthat trans-
ferred all the ruin to her enemies. In the wild
career of aggression and lawlessness of conquest
without, and anarchy within, which naturally
followed such an outbreak of a whole maddened
people, it would have been difficult for England
by any management whatever, to keep herself
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uninveolved in tire gencral combustion,—— even

had Lier own popuiation been much less heartily

dispesed than they weree then, and cver have
becn, to strike in with the great discords of the

That Mr. Pitt himself was slow and reluctant
to yicld to the neccssity of hostile measures
against I'rauce, appears from the whoele course
of his financial policy, down to the very close
of the session ¢f 1702. The counfidence, indeed,
with which he leoked forward to along continu-
ance of peace, in the midst of events that were
audibly the first mutterings of the earthquake,
seemed but little indicative of that plilesophic
sagacity, which enables a statesman to see the
rudiments of the Future in the Present.* << It
is not unreasonable,” said he, on thie 21st of Fe-
bruary, 1792, “to expect that the peace which
we now cnjoy should continue at least fiftecn

# From the following words in his speech on the corarau-
nieation from France in 18500, he appears, himself, to have
heen aware of his want of foresight at the commencement
of the war:—

< Besides this, the reduction of our Peace Establishment
in the year 1781, and continued 1o the subsequent yeur, is a
fact, from which the inference is indisputable ; a fact, which,
I am afraid, shows not only that we were not waiting for the
oceasion of war, but that, in our partiality for o pacific sys-
tem, we had indulged ocurselves in 2 fond and credulous
sceority, which wisdom and diseretion would net have dic-
tated.”
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vears, since at no period of the British history,
whether we consider the inlernal situation of
this kingdom or its relation to forcign powers,
has the prospect of war been farther removed
than at present.”

In pursuance of this fecling of security, he,
in the course of the session of 1791-2, repealed
taxes to the amownt of 200,000. a year, made
considerable reductions in the naval and inilitary
establishments, and allowed the Hessian Subsidy
to expire, without any movement towards its re-
newal. He likewiseshowed his perfect confidence
in the trangquillity of the country, by breaking offa
negotiation into which he had entered with the
holders of the four per cents., for the reduction
of their stock to three per cent.,— Saying,
in answer to their demand of a larger bouus
than he thought proper to give, ¢ Then we will
put off the reduction of this stock till next
year.”” The truth is, Mr. Fitt was proud of his
financial system ; — the abclition of taxes and
the Reduction of the Natlonal Deht, were the
two great results to which he looked 2s a proof
of its perfection; and while a war, he knew,
would produce the very reverse of the one, it
would leave little more than the name and
scmblance of the other.

The alarm for the safety of their establish-
ments, which at this time pervaded the great
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mass of the people of England, carried the
proof of its own needlessness in the wide ex-
tent to which it eprcad, and the very small
minority that was thercby left to be the object
of apprehension. That in this minority (which
was, with few exceptions, confined to the lower
classes,) the elements of sedition and insurrec-
tion were actively at work, cannot be denied.
There was not a corner of Rurope where the
same ingredients were not brought into ferment ;
for the French Revolution had not ouly the
violence, but the pervading influence of the
Simoom, and while it destroyed where it imme-
diately passed, made itsell felt every where.
But, surrounded and watched as were the few
disaffected in England, by all the rank, property
and power of the country, — animated at that
moment by a more than usual portion of loyalty,
~— the dangers from sedition, as yet, were by
no means cither so deep or extensive, as that a
strict and vigilant exercise of the laws alrcady
in being would not have been abundantly ade.
quate to all the purposes of their suppression.
The admiration, indeed, with which the first
dawn of the Revolution was hailed had consider-
ably abated. The excesses into which the new
Republic broke loose had alienated the worship
of most of its higher class of votaries, and in
some, as in Mr. Windham, hud converted en-
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thusiastic admiration into horror ; — so that,
though a strong sympathy with the gencral
cause of the Revolution was still felt among the
~ few Whigs that remained, the profession of its
wild, republican theories was chiefly confined to
two classes of persons, who coincide more fre-
quently than they themselves imagine, — the
speculative and the ignorant.

The Minister, however, gave way to a panic
which, there is cvery reason to believe, he did
not himself participate, and in going out of the
precinets of the Constitution for new and arbi-
trary powers, cstablished a series of fatal prece-
dents, of which alarmed Authority will be al-
ways but too ready to avail itself, By these
stretches of power he produced — what was far
more dangerous than all the raving of club po-
liticians — the vehement reaction of feeling on
the part of Mr. Fox and his followers, which
increased with the increasing rigour of the
government, and sometimes led them to the
brink of such modes and principles of opposi.
tion, as aggressions, so wanton, upon liberty
alone could have either provoked or justified.

The great promoters of the alarm were Mr.
Burke, and those other Whig Seceders who had
for some time taken part with the administration
against their former friends, and, as is usual
with such prosclytes, outran those whom they
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joined, on cvery point upon which they before
most differed from them. To justify their de-
fection, the dangers upon which they grounded
it, were cxaggerated ; and the cagerness with
which they cailled for restrictions upon the
liberty of the subject was but too worthy of
deserters not only from their post but from their
peincipies. One striking difference between these
new pupils of Toryism and their master was
with respect to the ultimate object of the war,
Mr. Pitt being of opinion that security against
the power of France, without any interference
whatever with her internal affairs, was the sole
aim fo which hostilitics should be directed ;
while nothing less than the restoration of the
Bourbons to the power which they possessed be-
fore the assembling of the Etats Généraux could
satisfy Mr. Burke and his fellow converts to the
causc of Thrones and Hicrarchics. The effect

of this diversity of chjects upon the conduct of

the war—particularly after Mr. Pitt had added
to ¢ Security for the firture,”” the suspicious
supplement. of * Indemnity for the past ~—
was no less fatal fo the success of operations
abroad than to the unity of councils at home,
So separate, indeed, were the views of the two
parties considered, that the unfortunate expedi-
tion, in aid of the Vendean insurgents in 1795,
was known to be peculiarly the measure of the
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EBurke part of the cabinet, and to have been
undertaken on the sole responsibility of their
ministerial organ, Mr, Windbam.

It must be owned, too, that the object of the
Alarmists in the war, however grossly incon-
sistent with their former principles, had the merit
of being far more definite {han that of Mr. 1itt;
and, had it been singly and consistently pursued
from the first, with ail the vigour and concen-
tration of means so strennously recommended
by Mr. Burice, might have justified its quixotism
it the end by a more specdy and less ruinous
success.  As it was, however, the divisions,
jealousies, and alarms which Mr. Pitt’s. views
towards a future dismemberment of Ifrance
excited net only among the Continental powers,
but among the I'rench themsclves, completely
defcated every hope and plan for either concert
without or co-operation within. At the same
time, the distraction of the cfforts of England
from the heart of French power to its remote
extremities, in what Mr. Windham called ¢<a
war upon sugar-islands,” was a waste of means
as unstatesman-like as it was calamifous, and
fully entitled Mr. Pitt to the satire on his pelicy,
conveyed in the remark ofa certain distinguished
fady, who said to him, upon hearing of some
new acquisition in the West Indies, ¢ I protest,
Mr., Pitt, if you go on thus, you will soon be
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master of every island in the world, cxcept just
those two little oncs, England and Ireland.””#*

That such was the light in which Sheridan
himself viewed the mode of carrying on the war
recommended by the Alarmists, in comparison
with that which Mr. Pitt in general adopted, ap-
pears from the following passage in his speech
upon Spanish affairs in the year 1808 :—

# There was hardly a person except his Right 1don-
oitrable Friend near him (Mr. Windham) and Mr. Burke
who sitce the Hevolution of France had formed ade-
quate notions of the necessary steps to be taken. The
various governients which this country had seen during
that period were always employed ia filehing for a sugar-
island, or some ather object of comparatively trifling mo-
ment, while the main and principal purpose was lost and
forgotten.”

Whatever were the failures of Mr. Iitt abroad,
at home hijs ascendancy was fixed and indisput-
able; and, among all the triumphs of power
which he enjoyed during his career, the tribute
now pald to him by the Whig Aristocracy, in
taking shciter under his ministry from the dan-
gers of Revolution, could not have been the
least gratifying to his haughty spirit. The
India Bill had ranged on his side the King and

# Mr. Sheridan quoted this anecdote in one of his
speeches in 1794,
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the People, and the Revolution now brought to
his banner the flower of the Nobility of both
parties, His own estimate of rank may be fairly
collected both from the indifference which he
showed to its honours himself, and from the de-
preciating profusion with which he lavished them
tipon others. It may be doubted whether his
respect for Aristocracy was much increased by
the readiness which he now saw in some of his
high-born opponents, to volunteer for safety into
his already powerful ranks, without even pausing
to try the exper