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principal feeder in the county; his Lordfhip ftall-feeds
his bullocks with rape and hay, and fattens them very
frequently to forty “or fifty guineas price. It muft be
obferved, the #arks of Farnham are finely reclaimed,
- and ‘equal to feed to a great weight, and fhew what
improvement conld be made in the agriculture of this
county.  Thefe reclaimed lands are now fo profitable,
as -to'repay many times the original coft; I fpeak of
ufeful improvements on the lands only.

.The ornamental grounds are not confidered as
yet. :

The- oxen are conftantly houfed in winter, on the
tands of Farnham, and return a great fupply of ma-
nure; they are littered with bog-ftuff, over which is a
layer of firaw.

Artificial graffes have not been fuccefsfully culti-
vated, but clover thrives admirably.

The late Lord Farnham had {ome fainfoin and
timothy grafs fowed, but they did not fucceed ; this is
eafily accounted for, as the quarry appears within two
fpades depth of the greater part of the demefne, and
the fainfoin being a tap-rooted plant, which thoots
very deeply into the {oil, before it comes to any vigour,
it could not, of courfe, thrive here.

In this barony, the hay is made in cap-coc:ks, very
fmall, teaded out ofien, and gets quite too much of the
weather, then trammed into finall cocks, two of whick
are made contiguous to each other, and in a few days

ioined
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joined in one; in this ftate, it is let to lie for feveral
weeks in the meadow, and much of the tops and bot-
toms of the cocks go to wafte; the ground they ftand
on is fcalded, and will give no grafs the next year; and,
when the hay is drawn home, the after-grafs, which is
then arrived to its full vigour, is cut up and trampled.
If the climate is fuch, as I have heard advanced, that
hay cannot be drawn home in lép-cocks as in England,
furely it might be made in {mall cocks in the haggard,
and thus the fine after-grafs, which is fo valuable,
would be fpared from the wafte it now is liable to.

Of hides and tallow, what the country affords, are
manufactured i Cavan town; price of the formicr, from
thirty-five to fifty fhillings per cwt. this laft year; and
of tallow, from feven fhillings and fixpence, to eight
fhillings and fixpence per flone.  Of wool there is yet
no manufattory, but one is now about te be eftablithed
by Lord Farcham.

COMPARATIVE VIEW OF GRASS AND TILLAGE LANDS.

It is 4 matter worth our eaquiry, whether in fmall |
farms it were to the advantage of the occupicrs to keep
them under tillage or grafs; but in the prefent divifion
of the lands of this country, the matter does not fairly

apply,
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apply, as 20 acres of ground thould be the leaft quan-
tity, where a fufficient profit would be reaped from the
farm.. -

Hence it would appear, that allotments of land are
too {mall here, and badly managed; doubtlefs, they are
fo, and the bufinefs of the loom and of agriculiure
would furely thrive better, if feparately and diftinétly
followed. I mean not to deprive the weaver of his
garden; that he- fhould certainly have to relax from
_ the fedentary bufinefs of the loom ; but I would by all
means fend him to that market for his provifions, to
which he brings his commodity.

1 A fatement
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A flatement of the Stock of a grafs and tilloge farm of

tapenty acres—each.

STOCK FOR TILLAGE FARM.

L & o
Rent, at jor. per acre, - - 38 0o o
Tithes and taxes, 6r. per acre, - 6 o o
Two horfes, - - - 20 o o
Plough and tackle, - - 2 5§ 6
Harrow, - - - 0I5 © )

Other implements, as fhovels, fpades,

pickax, forks, &c. - - 2 3 6
Shoeing, per year, - - 3 1o
Keeping two horfes the winter half-

year, at 4 cwt. of hay per week, with

pafture hay, 3s. per cwt. - 15 12 ©
Qats, for ditto, fix barrels, at 10s. per

barrel, - - - 3 o o
Seed for 16 acres, fay oats, twenty-

eight ftone to the acre, and 10s.

per barrel of fourteen flone, - I6 o o
Labour of a boy the year round, at

6d. per day. - - - 7 16 o

£.107 o o
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Stock of a grafs farm, twenty acres.

A N
Rent, 3os. per acre, - - 3o o
Tithe in the county for hay, - c o 6
Taxes, 64. per acres - - ¢ 10 o
Dairy implements, - - 3 © o
One horfe only wanted to take the
dairy produce to market in fummer, 10 o o
Shoeing and grafs, - - 2 5§ 6
Eight cows, at 6/. each, - 48 o ¢
Hay-making, additional Jabour, - 1 o o
Boy, the year round, - - 716 o
Implemeénts of hufbardry, and car, 3 8 3
£.106 _;—.;

Thus it appears, that the fum neceflary to ftock the
tillage farm exceeds that for the grafs farm.

But let us now fee the creditor fide of thefe ac-
counts, and the difference becomes very ferious; the
fixteen acres of oats, and the firaw the farmer has to
fpare, will fcarcely repay his expences, and he has the
profits of the other four acres to live on.

G 2 Grefs
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Grafs Farm. .
CREDITOR.
F AR R A
To 8 cows, at 1al. per cow profit, 86 ¢ o

To the litter of {fows fed from the

dairy, fay 20 pigs per annum, at

forty thillings, - - 40 0 ©
: 120 © 3
Dedut expences, 106 d 3

Balance, £.a3 190 ¢

Allow the dairy farmer the Like profits as the tillage
farmer for his fupport, and we fee that there is a ba-
lance in his expences, in his favour, of 13/ 19s. 9d.,
and his ftock to the good.

Encreafe the number of acres on the farm, and the
proportion is {ftill more confiderable in favour of
dairy hufbandry, and the value of manure, which is
made, is mcalculable; befides, what little anxiety is here
required, and how fmooth goes on the regnlar care of
the dairy, which no weather prevents ?——Except in fea-
fons when corn bears an immoderazte price, the farmer to

muke
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make . out his rent, not to fay to have a~ profit, muft
bimfelf hold the plough, and have a fon to drive it;
his flock of cattle is infufficient to fupply manure for
the land, and be-is toq poor to purchafe it; and thus
the farm quickly is impoverifhed.

As'to the occupier advantages refult in grazing, {o
to the landed proprietor will they hold equally good.

A grafs farm cannot be éxhaufted by bad manage-
ment, as a tillage farm may, in injudicious hands, and
the grafs farm does not require half the expences of
offices, which the other does; a cow-houfe and dairy
only are requifite here; under the roof of the dwell-
ing the dairy will be afforded, and the moft comfort-
able cow-houfe I have feen with a poor man, fufficient
for twenty cows, was had at only the expenfe of the
walls, on which the hay-rick was made; this held as a
covering, {o long as fhelter was required in winter.

The ftable, the barn, and the granary, will bear no
comparifon to this; befides, they will all require re-
. pairs; fuppofing a pafture farm out of leafe, how much
more valuable is it to the proprietor than that under
tillage ? ‘ o

The heavy burthen attending a farm is the expence
of horfes; go on-a large fcale, and {ay fifteen acres
may be compafled by one horfe; for a farm of five
hundred acres of tillage, 33 horfes will be required.
Whereas, in dairy hufbandry four or five will do all
the work of the like extent. In the latter end of this

book,
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book I fhall endeavour to thew, that the moft perfelt
hufbandry is to conneft both purfuits. 1 only here
ftate the balance in favour of dairy, when the farmer

choofes to confine himfelf to one only.

Sucr. 3. Farme,

Are generally fmall, but yet confiderably larger
than in other parts of the country; the average here
may be fifteen acres.

The houfes have little to recommend them, being
poor indeed, except on Lord Farnham’s eftate, where
they are now erefting very neat and commodious farm
houfes, confiting of every neceflary apartment, and
two ftories high. Thefe are built at a no lefs coft
than fixty pounds each, which is quite too much.
When the tenant builds, he is fupplied with timber
from his Lordfhip’s woods, but he muft bear all other
expeafes. '

Leafes are more generally for three lives, or thirty-
one years, but a very confiderable tract is held at will,
and, of courfe, has no appearance of improvement.
Tenants pay all cefs; one horfe may be the proportion
to ten acres, but they hire and borrow occafionally

from each other. Fields are in fize from about three

to
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4
to four acres ; the fences are tolerably good in partial

fpots. On the Farnham eftate feveral of them are well
quicked, and dreffed with care and judgment; from
thence to Virginia looks like a bleak unhofpitable
common.

" Draining is fearcely at all attended to, but in de-
mefne grounds. In Farnham the drains are numerous,
yet the land fiill inclines to rufhes. After baving
marked out the drain about eighteen inches in breadth,
the {od is fkinned off, and the drain funk from four-
teen to eighteen inches, in the centre of which is funk
another narrow pipe about four inches fquare ; fome-
times they fod this pipe over, as is defcribed in the
Monaghan Survey, or they lay flags over it as a {ubfti-
tute for fods, and the fod, which is cut out, is laid inits
own place again, after the trench is filled with clay,
Thefe drains have all fome good effedt, but yet will
‘never reach the evil effeftually, until the foil is open-
ed; for the furface is a loam of a porous and fpungy
fubftance, which quickly imbibes the rain and moifture,
and defcends oa the ftiff clay, that lies immediately un-
derit: this can only be apened by gravel to feparate the
foil, or by highly fermenting manures, which require a
- confiderable expence. In its prefent flate it anfwers
well for grafs, and will give an excellent palture; the
other procefs might make it good tillage land, then
why change the face of nature to difadvantage ?

Marle,
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Marle, limeftone, and limeftone gravel, are all found
here, yet partially confined to this neighbourhood.

HOEING.
I

Hoeing of crops, which is never pradtifed in this
county, cannot be fufficiently recommended, where the
deep clays are {o favourable for this important branch
of hufbandry ; the horfe-hoe is evidently the moft de-
firable, and leaft expenfive implement, and the manner
of the fowing of the corn in this county is favourable .
to it, but would flill be more {o, if the ridges, on which
the corn is fowed, were lefs wide; this would {foon lead
into drill hufbandry, the fuperior advantages of which,
when fhown, would never be abandoned. ‘

The great weight of labour in Cavan is manual, :
and worked with the {pade, to which this inftrument,
which I would recommend, comes very near in its
o;mraﬁon; its ule is exattly the fame. The grain,
when fowed, requires the natural food of the earth to ..
vegetate it, and bring it to perfeftion; this food is ex—_'z
haufted in 2 great meafure by the roots of the plant
lying dormant in it, and this implement conveys a frefh
fupply of food to the roots, which is new ecarth;
for the greater the ation and room for {preading
which the roots have, which is doubtlefs encreafed by

loofening
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ioofening the foil with the hoe, the greater and more
luxuriant will be the crop; for it does not depend {o
much on the quantity of the furface being under grain,
as it does on the foil being frequently ftirred and
loofened in a due proportion, which proves the bencfits
of drill hufbandry; to overftock the furface'is to walte
the feed, and to ftarve the plants produced from it,
not having nutriment fufficient to bring them to ﬁer-
fedtion. -

Though'in the broadcaft hufbandry the corn may
look beft in fpring, yet it never has fo good a produce
as that drilled, as has been fully exemplified by nume-
rous experiments, and the crop, which was dunged in
the fame ficld, was confiderably inferior to that Aeed,
which had no dung.

When I come to fpeak of drill hufbandry, this fub-
je& will again come into confideration, and the nume-
tous difadvantages, artending the abufe of the broadcaft,
will only require 4 little attention to carry with it clear
demoriftration. The fureft evidence is experimeﬂt; I
could wifh that drilling was only tried, and I am confi-
dent it would be found, in every confideration, fuperior
to the broadcaft, which it is high time to explode for
ever.

SzcT.
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SEct. 4. General Subjecis.

The population of this diftrit is very great, and the
abundance of fuel is no fecondary caufe for it.  Six to
a houfe is not beyond: the average return, and the
people are more engaged in hufbandry than in ma-
nufalture, comparatively with other parts of this
coanty. Cavan, which is the chief town, is pretty
jarge, but its market but inconfiderable; the main
fireet has fome excellent and well built houfes, but
the: other flreets are narrow, and very ill built and
ftraggling. The environs are difgufling with mean
cabins, almoft oblcured with the dunghills heaped in
front. _ -

This is too much the defcription of the vicinity of
every town in the county.

Yarn, which is {o confiderable a commodity in their
markets, is but little fold here, and very much under
the price, which it brings in other towns. Potatoes are
fold in bulk by the fack, and meal both by weighs
and meafure.

The gaol is a ftrong excellent building, bur not
roomy enough, and a large military force is always
quartered here, where is alfo a confiderable depot for
military ftores. Three ftage coaches run through this
town. Until the a& of Union it returned two mem~

bers
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bers to parliameat. The patronage of the borough
was jointly in the Clements and Nefbir families.  The
weekly market is held on Tuefdays; a very confi-
derable eftablifiment, worth above eight hundred
pounds per annum, is afforded for the fchool of this
town, yet by no means on that large fcale, for which
its funds are adequate. 1 have not feen the grant ot
patent, on which it depends, fo I cannot fay, with
‘whom lies the fault for its neglect. The gentleman,
who nomirgallyl prefides at prefent, has long enjoyed the
emoluments, and configned the {chool concerns toa de-
puty for his fuperintendance 3 but does this anfwer
the original and benevolent defign of the royal founder?
did he mean, that his generous donation was to become
the individnal property of a nominal mafter, and that
on the management of his deputy the credit of the fe~
" minary was to be founded? But fuch a man, as tht late
Rev. Mr. Meares, who fo worthily difcharged that im-
portant office, rarely appears in fuch a fituation ; had
that gentleppan the full ‘emoluments of the fchool
which he fo well deferved, perhaps the eftablithment
would have been extended on that fcale, for which its
revenues are {o ample.

- Several other fuch feminaries in Ireland are fupport-
ed by grants of immenfe traéts of land, and, it is well
known, fome of them are well attended to; yet it is
notorious, that the great emoluments, which refuk to

Jindividuals, might be extended more generally on fuch

a fcale
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a fcale as would better provide for the education of
youth. To elucidate this matter requires a little ex-
planation of the minutie of thefe eftablithments; of
which, I believe, the following will be found to be a
correct ftatement.

The fchool lands are held by the occupiers on the
like terms as Bithop’s lands, that is, by leafe of twenty-
one years; revenues far beyond what is immediately
neceflary for the principal to derive are yielded to him,
yet in no proportion is his intereft equal to that of the
leflee, who derives from him, and whofe rents are lit-
tle more at prefent, (in fome cafes exallly the fame)
than they were when the fchool was firft founded;
fmal} fines at thort periods fecure the renewal of the
leales, and as the incumbent is ignorant who Is to be
his fucceffor, he; of courfe, is attentive only to his indi-
vidual intereft. Thus we find, that fome of thefe efta-
blithments would, if fet to the value of the lands, re-
tusn at Jeat five, in fome inflances 72 times the prefent,
revenue, which thews what a fund now exifls for tﬁ'c T
education of youth, if it were managed to good ac-
count, ‘

The original intention being founded on a broad and
liberal fcale, a great deal of reprehenfion lies with thofe, -
-who hold fo facred a charge, and yet neglet their duty
in not carrying it into effeCt; nor can it be confidered )
lefs than a national difgrace, that it has not fong ago
been fettled by parliament on a fure and lafling foun-

dation.
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dation.  On fuch an important concern as the educa-
tion. of our youth, it is fhameful that individual intereft
has fo long preponderated; it is high time that mono-
poly fhould give place 3 the general good, and, where
the funds are adequate-to very extendive eftablifhments,
good ftewarding is only required to render fuch de-
firable purpofes-fully productive. ,

In this town is alfo the court-houfe, and the county
infirmary, which is well attended to, and to which the
couaty -pay-one.hundred pounds annually; the gentry
alfo fubfcribe liberalty ‘to this excellent infitution, and
government has the nomination of - the furgeon ; there
is 2 good mill-fite alfo, but the mill is in ruins. There
are alfo fix houfes for widoews, a fund for which was
bequeathed, in the profits of a good farm, by a lady
of the Lanetborough family, which the truftees fee are
duly appropriated, according to the will of the hu-
mane founder,

-, All the land around the town is excellent, and in a
high ftate of perfection; the town parks fhow how
grateful a foil has been improved, and the fences are
well kept; the average value méy be judged at five
pounds per acre. - All the corn in this diftri&, 2nd jp-
deed, throughout Cavan, is trenched, and fown on high
ridges, juft as potatoes are {own, {o that, before the
corn fhoots high, the whole county would appear to
a Leinfter farmer; as if under potatoes. = This crop
they never drill; in fome places they could not attempt

it



9% STATISTICAL SURVEY

it without previous draining, where the ground is fo
wet, that the crop could not be earthed up, but with
the fpade and fhovel.

Approaching the vicinity of towns, the habitations
of the farmers are better ; the general coft of-fuel may
be four pence the kith of turf on the bog, which horfes
amay be hired to draw, at one thilling and feven -pence
halfpenny per day. '

Food principally is potatoes and oatmeal, and al-
ways good wholefome vegetables in the fummer feafon,
of which beans make a principal fhare; formerly much
bacon was confumed in the cabins, but not fo now;
fince the war, the price has been fo much encreafed.

The clothing frizes, which are made at home, or
thofe for fale are had from Connaught; the generat
coft of this article from two fhillings and fixpence, to
three (hillings per yard. The price of potatoes will
average about three pence per ftone, and oatmeal ten
fhillings and fix pence per cwt. not taking the two fcarce
years into account.

‘Wages, feven pence to ¢ight pence through the year,
for conftant employment to both cottier and labourer,
which is extraordinary, as the former has the advan-
tages of a houfe and half an acre for twenty fhillings,
and the grafs of a cow for thirty fhillings; if two men
artend from the one family, then they have the hay and
grafs for two cows, and an acre of ground, which acre
and the houfe they pay no more for than twenty fhil-

lings;
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iings; the only difference between thefe two workmen
is, that the cottier is bound for a year, the day labourer
only during his pleafure.

The tithe will be found in the table at the conclufi-
on; beer much in demand, fince the extraordinary rife
on fpirits. In no county were more private diftilleries
formerly than in Cavan, and the very fimple and expe-
ditious procefs, they ufed, placed them beyond the
reach of difcovery. When they malted they threw a
fack of oats in a lake, for fo long as it fhould fteep, and
they fpread it under their bed, or the moft convenient
place for preparing it.. They feldom made more than
one charge of their puny ftill, amd, if the revenue
officer was at hand, all was inftantly conveyed into the
lake; as on the borders of thefe waters, or in iflands
inclofed by them, was the place cholen for the diftillery.
Notwithftanding the frequent feizures, which were tri-
fling as to value, the expence of the eftablithment was
o fmall, thatit was quickly at work agaln, and nothing
effedtually put a flop to them but the late fcarcity,
which made every man difcover and give information
where they were, in apprehenfion of the flock of the
country being infufficient for provifions.

Near the borders of this barony is the town of Bels
turbet, whence is 2 navigation to within three miles of
Ballyfhannon through Lough Erne, and into which the
river Erne flows. 'This town formerly returned two
members to parliament; the patronage of the borough

was
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was formerly in the Butler family, but lately in Lord
Belmore. The market here is but indiffcrently fup-
plied, though the very beft fituation for trade of dny
part of the county, having the advantage of the naviga-
tion to its very centre. Qatmeal, potatoes, and a good
deal of .yarn are {old here, but no webs; in the cuf-
toms, which are paid for commeodities entering the mar-
ket, there is a very glaring impofition, which material-
Iy imjures the town, and ought furely to be redrefled;
they take their cuftoms in Kind, for which they have
not.any lawful ftandard or meafure, or if they have,
they do not ufe; the colleCtor of the cuftoms impofes
a large wooden dith full of meal from each fack, the
fize of which is pever adjufted ; confequently, as the
markets rife, fo do his tolls; the owner of a fack of
meal, which was lately worth near fix thillings per
ftone, was obliged to give this huge meafure, which,
from its fize, I fhould {uppole contains confiderably
more than fourteen pounds. I queftion is there a
market in Ireland, where the cuftom in cath, on fuch
an article, exceed.s three pence; in the adjoining vil-
lage of Ballyhayes it amounts to but two pence per fack,
and in this little fpot the market is confiderably better
of courfe, than in Belturbet. Thefe cuftoms are now
individual property, and are fer annually for about one
hundred pounds. This terrible monopoly, which is fuch
deftruction to the town aund its proprietors, is now
vefled'in two familics, who alternately prefide over

the
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the corporation, by which and a provoft the town.
is go%rernéd,' and is now in faét their eftates. Whether
this patronage has defcended to'them by inheritance
under the fare patent; with the grant of the extenfive

comshonage adjoining, I am at a lofs to know, but

_the following circumftance feems to favour the fuppo-

fition.

The Laﬁéfbdraugh family, who enjoyed this eftate,
made a gr:?xnt of two hundred acres of excellent land
ﬁdjoiningrB'cltUrbct to the provoft and burgefles of the
corporation and their keirs, in miftake for their fucce/fors.
Thefe are now divided and féparately inclofed, and are
termed burgefs acres, as in the original - grant it faid
the commons confifted of two hundred acres, which
was only a guefs as to their contents, being very confi-
derably more; but when they became the property of
the burgeffes, the land was divided into fo many par-
cels 25 each had a claim to; and though under the no-
minal return of {6 many acres, according to the divic
fion each was entitled unto, yet fome individuals pofs
fefled five or fix times their proportion of the original
two hundred acres, and a plot of ground was rated as
one acre, which, perhaps, contained from five to feven;
thefe are Gignificantly termed burgefs acres, and, per-
thaps, under fuch circumftances the entire property of
the coporation is now enjoyed by the deicendants of
the original company. I do not know, whether the a&

H of
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of Union makes a final fettlement of the borough ip-
terefts, that are abolithed, but I conceive it would be a
very fair aét to take fo heavy an oppreflion off this
town, which is admirably fituated for trade, and by alt
means to recompence individuals; who might be de-
prived of a legal inheritanee. ‘

A very extenfive commonage yet retains in the en-
virons, which is the property of the inhabitants, for
fome very peculiar privileges are enjoyed by them,
which thew how much the family, whe were the found-
ers, had the profperity of the town at heart, and how
much their benevolent and public fpirited exertions
have been perverted. The town was regularly divided
into compartments, termed home-fleads, each of which
contains 36 yards, and to which is annexed a propor.
fionate quantity of bog, and every houfcholder has a
right to graze on the commons. To keep thefe in
heart, they take off their cows every fecond month.
They have alfo the advantage of a very excellent flour
mill, with twe water wheels under-thot, and are fo
well:fupplied, as to be able to grind conftantly, being
built on the river Erne. There are alfo in this town a
diftillery, brewery, and malt-houfes, with an.excellent
market-houley over which is a {eflion’s-houfe, orna-
mented with a handfome town clock; thefe build-
ings command the town, and were all ereCted at the
private expenie of the noble family, who were the ori-

ginal founders.
The
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" ‘The church is fpacious, on which is now laid anew
roof, and is getting a capital repair, which -all the
churches in the county are fhamefully in want of.

In the church-yard is the veftige of a great fortifica-
tion, inclofing an extenfive plot of ground; the baftions
and falient angles are admirably planned, of great
fireagth, and yet perfect,

This town has {ome neat houfes, but in general they
are mean and thatched; on that part, which is the eftate
of the Earl of Farnham, fome new and very handfome
flated houfes have been lately ereéted, and are a confi-
derable ornament, and feem to be an encouragement for
progreflive improvement.

_ The navigation from Lough Erne is open to this
town, with water enough in winter, and by reducing
a few flats might be made completely fo in all feafons.
The river Erne, which flows through Coote-hill, I have
juft defcribed as watering this town, into which is dif
charged the river of Cavan, and feveral lefler ftreams,
with the waters from the great lakes at Shercock,
Farnham, and Killethandra, fo that any navigation,
which fhonld be made to Lough Erne, muft evidently
pals here, nor can any place be better firuated for trade
or for improvement; the beautiful expanfion of water
and pitturefque views are highly engaging, and the
Jand is a found limeftone; wheat is cultivated, but yet
in fmall proportion, though more than ufual. The

H 2 average



160 STATISTICAL SURVEY

" average return of an acre of barley is twelve battels of
fixteen ftones to the barrel of which a confiderable
quantity is fown, and of oats fourteen barrels of fout~
teen ftones per barrel. Flax and potatces about the
fume as the general return of the county ; viz. eighty
ftones of ‘fOl]gh 8ax to the acre fit for the heckley
average value £.16, and of potatoes fixty barrels of
forty ftone each, which may be worth about three
halfpence per ffone. Afhes, marle, and dung are the
manures of this neighbourhood, though they have
good limeftone, and much of their foil confifts of the
deep clays, which would be fo well reclaimed with
lime; yet they never ufe it, nor do they bura it for
building, but fend for it to the county of Fermanagh,
and it is brbug‘ht down the lake.

But it is to be hoped, that the numerous advantages,
which Belturbet pofieffes, will ere long be brought into
fair play.

Ballyhayes is 2 common village, but has an improv«
ing market, and here is a flour and oatmeal mill ; it is
fituaté in the parifh of Caltleterra, which is as often
ftyled the parifh of Ballyhayes; hence a very amicable
and laudable agreement has taken place between the
incumbent and his parifhioners, that they fhall pay
tight pence halfpenny - per acre, for all tithes 5 this in-
cludes meadow, arable pafture, and bog. Thele dues
are eafily collelted without the interference of a- proc-

’ tot,
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tor, and 3li parties are fatisfied, and here a particular
and moft honourable .condition is obferved, that the
;ma_n, who is known by the parifh to be attually a pau-
pers is excluded in the afleffment, and there is, of
geurfe, no tax upon induftry. In fome particular parts
of the county is a modus of one thilling per acre for
hay, but more genérally, as I already ftated, fix pence
.only, be the quantity more or lefs: flax has the like
sate, but I cannot learn that there is tithe for potatoes
in any part of the county, though the proctors infift
they are entitled to eight fhillings per acre, fhould they
choofe to exatt it,

The market-houfe of Baﬂyhayes is arched, as alfo is
the ring of the old town, and built of brick. Thefe
antique and fantaftical buildings fhew Ballyhayes to
have been once a place of confiderable note, being re-
markably furnithed with all the old-fathioned orna-
ments, that the Lords of this county were particularly
attached to, and proves their fondnefs of difplaying
thofe appearances of grandeur, with which the ftranger
might be prepoflefled, in his entrance into their domains,
l The manfion-honfe feems well conftruéted for the
indu]gcpce of feudal vanity, having an extenfive and
very elevated front, and is curioufly arched: the de-
mefne is in a rapid decay as to beauty, being all fet
out in fmall farms, and the fine woods, for which Bal-
lyhayes was famous, have fallen beneath the mercilefs

axe,
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but a little yet remains. Timber is, of courfe, very
dear in this neighbourhood. This eftate was a long
time difputed by the families of Newburgh and Bur-
rowes, and after feveral verdiéts for both parties in the
court of Exchequer, it was removed to Chancery, and
from thence to the Houfe of Lords, where it was con-
firmed to the prefent proprictor, Mr. Newburgh.
‘What remains of the town are very mean thatched
cabins, with the exception cf one or two good houfes;
it is now a place of no confequence.

The village of Butler's-bridge is alfo in this barony,
where there is an oatmeal mill and a good ofiery, but
no nurfery; it has not one {lated houfe. The fituation
of the village is piGurefque and engaging, on a plea-
fant {tream, but the cabins give it but a mean appear-
ance.

The mountains of Arghill and Ballynanaght lie to
the fouthward of this barony, and that of Slicb-glas
a good deal more to the northward. Taking a ge-
neral view of the barony of Loughtee, we find it
is the beft ground in Cavan, lies moft central, having z
good deal of limeftone, and limeftone gravel, and pof-
feffing a foil, that is highly improveable with thefe ma-
nures : in general it is the beft fenced and inclofed part
of the county; it has a confiderable bleach-green, Mr.
Neal the proprietor. The people are much engaged in

the linen bufinefs; more than one-third of the carvaghs

1
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in Cavan is in the diftri&t, which argues its fuperior
flate of improvement, fo long ago as that divifion of
the county took place; they generally have one-third
of their: farﬁl in grafs, and but in one place only is
green food prcfcrved for cattle in the fpring. The
. diocefan refidence of Kilmore is in this barony, and
the demc_fﬁe is very excellent ground, found fheep-
walk; and here are pits of the beft limeftone gravel.
Jt fcems as if the people were ignorant of the value of
this, the very beft material for roads, which they ne-
glect, and -repair with frequent caverings of rotten flate,
which is quickly pulverized, and the firft rain, that
comes, makes it a heavy fludge, being of much more
. mifchief to the roads than ufe. :

The country in this diftri¢t is very fine, from Farn-
ham to Belturbet, but has fome confiderable trats of
bog. Adjoining Farnham is Mr. Saunderfon’s feat,
which is beautifully planted, and has g rich grafly foil.

The houfeis on'a bold commanding fite, and very
handiome. ,

Caftle Saunderfon, the feat of Francis Saunderfon
Efq. who reprefents the county, is richly wooded with
oak, and is a very extenfive demefne; the rpads
through this part of the country are excellent indeed,
which is a very agreeable furprize to a traveller in
Cavan. - The water in Caftle Saunderfon is highly pica
turefque, and completely furnithes this luxuriant land-

feape;
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feape; how extremely beautiful is Lough Erme in
every view, and here its banks are crowned with the
richet foliage. The rifing plantations will afford a
charming diverfity, and promife all that can be antici-
pated from the genuine tafte, with which they are fo
elegantly difpofed. Clover-hill, the feat of J. Saunder-
fon, Efq. is alfo a very beautiful demefne, and finely
improved. This gentleman has at a confiderable ex-
penfe, and with great judgment, reclaimed a vaft tra&k
of land, and ranks in the foremoft clafs of the experi-
mental and beft farmers in the county. A {pacious
lake adorns and bounds his demefne, which is elegant-
ly laid out and richly planted, and 2 very excellent
manfion has been juft finithed. The dead level of the
take in the oppofite fhore has been drained with great
effe, both as to beauty and the acquifition of a confi-
derable range of land now made excellent; I confider
it particularly unfortunate for thefe Memoirs, that I
had not the pleafure of meeting this gentleman in my -
tour, from whence I would doubtlefs have had much
valuable information.

Farcham, the charming feat of the Farl of Farnham,
which is fo finifhed an ornament to this county, con-
tains one thoufand two hundre& acres of land, and
zbove {ix hundred of wood and water. T have already
mentioned in the former part of this work, that the
manfion does not poffefs much exterior magnificence,

but
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but in the intended alterations and additions this will
be confiderably improved; however the fite is not
cofnmanding, but the demefne has numerous elevated
fpots, moft happily fituated for building. The gardens
are ‘exten'ﬁve, and extremely well attended to; the
parks are capitally reclaimed, covered with a beautiful
verdure, and occupied by the fineft herds of hlack
cattle, for which thefe fertile lawns are {o celebrated,
The beautiful irregunlarity of the ground has the fineft
effeét in thefe improvements, and every hill afcended
prefents a new and extenfive variety of interefling
fcenery. ‘

At a confiderable diftance from the manfion, but
within the demefne, are the lofty woods of Killy,
whofe fliores are wathed by the extenfive waters of
Lough Oughter, and furnifh the higheft contour to the
furrounding fcenery.

The many beautiful iflands, encircled by this charma

“ing lake, are crowned with the fineft timber, which
their undulating furface prefents to view in a variety of
fhades, and their deep receffes and romantic feenery
ftrongly picture to the mind the aptitude of thefe fe.
queftered iflands for the fuperflitious rites, which for-

«merly were celebrated here; one of thefe iflands,
pamed Cloghother, was the prifon of the venerable
and excellent Bifhop Bedel, when he was in the hands
of the infurgents, in the rebellion of 1641, and whofe

death
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death was occafioned by the {everities he }éceived, and
the mifery of the times; he lies buried in the corner of
the church-yard at Kilmore. '

The improvements of Farnham fiill rapidly are con-
tinued, and the new approach from the town of Cavan
is not the leaft confiderable. ‘

Nor are thofe advancements, which refle@ fuch

honor on the munificent benefadtors, negleted, nor
in the difburfements of a princely fortune are the rifing
generation forgotten, twenty-five girls being well
clothed and educated by the Countefs of Férnham,
and taught fuch ufeful works, as will infure to them
a2 maintenance. In the manufatture of firaw hats
they have made a great proficiency, and receive a con-
derable emolument by their own induftry. Contigu-
ous to this fchoo!, Lord Farnham is ereting one on a
Afimilar plan for thirty boys, who will be alfb clothed,
educated, and taught ufeful trades. Thefe are {folid
improvements, whiéh, if more attended to by our
gentry, would at once yicld the happieft confequences
and the moft grateful fenfations : thefe will eminently
bear the teft of approbation, and unqueftionably infure
the approbation of Heaven.

The antique buildings of this barony have little to,
recommend them; at Urney, near Cavan, are the
walls of a monaftery, and at Drumbane church,

which
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which is very large, is a circular tower, but low;
about two miles from Belturbet are the wvenerable
ruins of an abbey, apd thofe of 2 caftle are ip the fame
neighbourhood

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIIIL

BARONY OF TULLAGHONQHO. -
" SECTION I )
Agrienlture,

“THE ground is @ill moflly cultivated with the
{pade; their crops, two years potatoes, next flax, and
oats for two or three years fucceffively; in a poor foil
this mult naturally be exhaufting, and very bad ma-
magement, as they are obliged to leave their ground a
{eafon idle under cafhier fallow.

Killethandra is their market town; the one-third of
the farm is generally in grafs; they vever plough more
than oncé, and all the reft of the labour is done with
the fpade. Here there is no market for grain, fince
' the diftilleries were prohibited by government, but for-
merly a confiderable quantity of barley was fold, for
which they have a nice foil in many Pérts, if it was
well managed- They breed but very few hotfes here,
and lefs of black cattle; tillage is their principal pur-

{uit,-
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3 . e
fuit, and they cultivate now no more provifions than
they require for themfelves ; their great concern is flax
hufbandry, and the linen manufature.

BURNING GROUND:

This operation feems but little anderftood, though
fo generally practifed, and may be juiltly compared to a
fpecifick, a due proportion of which is a powerful re-
wedy fora diforder, but, if improvidently applied, may
be of confiderably greater detriment than any good,
which could be derived from it. We may npaturally
fuppofe that the athes, which were fwept from the
hearth, created in the mind of man the firft ideas of
thefe revigorating powers to the {oil, from the fuperi-
or yielding of that {pot, on which chance had fcattered
them, and taught -him to feek a fufficient fupply for
his exhaufted lands in the exuberances of mounds and
weeds, which they furnifhed. The grateful return
from this treatment induced him to try the. experiment
fiill further, by burning the entire furface, nor were
his moft fanguine expe&ations difappointed in the ef-
fells they produced ; but here was the miftake, for
‘evercharged nature yielded too much, and required
means he was not yet acquainted with, to reftore her
relaxed powers; for this immoderate burning confumes

the



110 STA’;}ISTICAL SURVEY

the f:ulphurs, which are the powers of the earth,
nlgilough it may unlock the vegetable falts, that were
baoand up‘in the tough clod; nothing but fulphureous
raanures will tend to reftore thefe powers, even fo but
very gradumally, and” it is for want of thefe compofts
the natural graffes do not fpring for many years after.
‘When ground is to be burnt, it fhould be donec fo
in {mall heaps, fo that its fulphurs may be fecured; if
fight and calcareous earth, let it burn very leifure-
ly, and fuch will give a very grateful crop of barley,
and it fhould be burnt in the fpring feafon; the very
reverfe is to be obferved in a ftrong gravelly foil,
which fhould have a hot fire, that the gravel and
ftones may. yield, as they are highly impregnated with
falts, which they are required to difcharge into the foil;
by this operation, fuch land is excellent for oats, but
the principal matter to be confidered in burning
fhould be our bogs, which fo long have been negleét-
ed, and with but {mall expenfe, which is foon re-
puid, become the fureft and the beft land our ifland
can boaft of.

The firt {tep towards their reclamation doubtlefs is
draining, as the outfalls are choaked, which reftrain
that body of water, on which they float; a main cut
to carry off this water is the neceffary preliminary,
and by interfetions leading into it the material ex-
peafe and grand objedt is attained; for they quickly
confolidate and become firm ground, which is eafily

brought
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brought into adtion; for by various experiments and
analizations it has been been proved, hat the principal
m‘att_,elz,,pf which they are compofed, are decayed ligne-
ous particles, which are haftening again to earth, the
ultimate change of all mauer. oo

It is a received opiniony that bogs were formed by
forefts, which grew in a morafs, and were funk and
covered by their own weight; thus, as they very gra-
dually- decayed, they vegetated new earth, which pof-
fefles 4 ~very. confiderable portion of falts; and it is
cafily accounted for in chemiftry, that their inflammabi-
Lity'is not loft, but rather encreafed by their foakage in
water; the decay of thefe ligneous particles muft there-
fore be very flow, and may be rather faid to be a
change to their prefent pulpy ftate.

The afties-of bog muit therefore contain a confider-
able quantity of falts, which caufe a quick fermentati-
-on when applied to land, and afford a large fupply of
~ foed or nourithment for plants, and here is their excel-
lence, applied as a manure for a different foil : in fur-
face dreflings, they draw the native falts from below,
which the glutinous properties of the roots of grafs
have repelled, and thus is produced the fermentation,
which revigorates them. The atmofphere, as well as
the dung of animals, which graze on land, furnithes
this glutinous fubftance, which fhuts up the foil, and
hence land becomes hide-bound, and requires to be
broken.

Bu
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Buf not only as a manure for another {oil, but.on
bog itfelf turf-athes are the higheft preparation for ve.
geration on its own furface, and it only requires an atten-
tion to draining, and the application of calcareous fub-
{tances to fender it fit for every branch of hufbandry,
as daily ‘experiments have fo clearly evinced.

That turf is evidently engaged in ative vegetation
‘sannot be denied, as numerous inftances are in every

Jcmmtry of bogs affording new fuel, which have long
" ago been cut out; the antifepiic quality of bog is eafily
accounted for by the guantity of timber it contains; it
is this, which prevents the water from putrifying, which
is fhut up within it, and cannet be changed; elfe, was
@ runniné ftream paffing through it, it would quickly
rot, and be converted into earth; therefore we muft
fuppofe ‘that in early ages, before thefe forefts had
fallen, the vicinity of morafles, which now are bogs,
were as remarkable for their unwholefome damps and
fogs, not having yet reccived the aftringent principle,
which the tmber conveys, as they are at prefent for
their falubrity, which is occafioned by their poffeffing
that prifciple imparted by the trees, which they cover;
and this may account, why this ifland was fo poorly in=
habited, and {o overrun with immenfe forefts.

The application of lime on bog reduces that acid,
which will not yield .to putrefaltion, and confolidates
the mafs of matter fo as to prepare it for the purpofes
of dllage. 1In laying on this correfting manure, it has

beea
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been found to anfwer the purpofe beft, when the bog
kiad been gradually and not too quickly dried; for if
too dry, it for a long time refifts moifture, but fpread
‘Hot lime on bog, that poffefles a duc degree of moifture,
dnd admit water or rain, and the lime fearches every
pore of it, by which the antifeptic and aftringent prin-
ciple is deftroyed, which is fo foreign to vegetation,
The power of lime on ' bog is unqueftionably of
great moment and rapid effet, but the very beft re-
claimed bogs I have feen had no quick lime, but were
brought to yield the fweeteft herbage from the follow-.
ing procefs :—After fufficiently draining the propofed
tract, it was fkinned and burnt in fmall heaps; a very
ftrong calcareous limeftone gravel of a whitith clayey
fubftance was drawn in, and fpread on in frofty wea-
t\ner; this feafon was chofen, as the bog being at that
time acceflible to cattle. This manure being ploughed
in, 2 crop of turnips was fown in Jaly, and in O&ober
e gra{é was fcattered in, and buth-harrowed. The
turnips are well worth four pounds per acre, and the
rye grafs yielded a fine crop of hay, the feeds of which
were worth three pounds per acre. This mode per-
fevered in for three or four feafons, always gravelling
in each feafon, and well ploughing in the large lime-
ftones, it was. then laid down in meadow, and has fince
continued to give the moft luxuriant herbage, yiclding.
white clover and trefoil naturally, and in great abun-
dance. In this cafe the calcarcous quality of the lime-

I ftone
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flone gravel had the fame effets as the lime itfelf, but
is more durable in effe®, for after this procefs it will
not revert to its original aqueous herbage, which will
foon appear, after the virtmes of qpick lime are ex-
hanfted; and thus we fee it is the calcareous matter,
which confolidates the bog, and gives it a gravity fit to
fuftain the roots of plants.

This denfity is highly affifted by the weight of the
grafrel, which remains, and more gradually imparts the
limy quality it poffeffes; befides, by the original mode
of treatment of burning, if even it thould again require
it, the quantity of gravel in its bofom infures the
greateft effeét, and places it in the higheft poffible ftate
of vegetation. |

The effelts of burning land were not well under-
ftood, when the legiflature impofed the heavy penalty
again{t this procefs, and it would be unwife yet to re-
peal that law; doubtlefs, much miflchief might accrue
and has occurred, when adopted by ignorant or mer-
cenary tenants. 'The very rapid firides to perfedtion
in agriculture, which are now making, will, of courfe,

point out in due time an emendation for this law.

SecT. 2. Paflure.

The nature of the pafture of this diftri& is very
kind, and more inclined to herbage; a confiderable

quantity might be turned to found (heep-walk ,
The
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The breed of cattle excels many parts of the county,
as much of this barony is well inhabited by a refident
gentry; amongft the better kind of cattle, that are feen
here, the improved breed of Farnham are eafily dif-
coverable; the milch cows are only houfed in winter,
from November to May.

In hay-making they are not fo tardy as in Loughtee,
but yet leave all their hay in the field too long; their
meadow crops, particularly in demefnes, are heavy and
luxuriant. The other matters of inveftigation under
this head are very fimilar to thofe in the preceding

chapter.
FENCING,

A principal concern, which is too much negleted,
and ought to be a primary one, is the making of good
fences, the want of which is a great lofs, inconveni-
ence, and fource of ill will amongft the farmers of this
country; it is indeed 2 leading ftep to improvement in
agriculture, and ought by all poflible means to be en-
cou'raged; nor could a farming fociety find a fitter ob-
je& for their moft liberal rewards.

 In frony grounds a ready material for inclofures is
afforded, and a double purpofe anfwered of clearing
the ground, and mak'mg the fence; this mode of inclo-
fure is the moﬂ: raptd, and by which the obje& is foon
12 attained,
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attained, but it is a bleak defence without eitheér beauty
or fhelter; at leifure hours it is eafy to conftruét with-
out it a ditch and hedge, to which it will be a fecurity:
from cattle, and when this latter comes to perfeétion,
thefe flones will be found ufeful in making drains,
building, &c. )

Our ifland is favoured with a fertile foil, and very
well adapted to the growth of trees; how fmall is the
expenfe for the comparative benefits of planting quicks'
in our hedge-rows, which give fo improved an appear-
ance to the country, and afford fo neceffary a fhade
and thelter for our flocks and herds? If we look to the
fifter country, we find that there hedges are planted
for fuel, which our bogs fo amply fupply. 'The nu-
merous advantages we poflefs ought to flimulate us to
arrive at perfedtion, but unfortunately they create a fu-
pinenefs and indifference.

In inclofing bog a twofold objed is obtained ; the
defence from cattle is the drain for the water to flow
off'; this foil is fo eafily worked, that the expenfe of a
double drain is not confiderable, and is well repaid by
the bank, which is inclofed within thefe two drains,
and thus capita!ly fecured from cattle, and would be
very proper to plant with timber trees, and to quick at
both fides : a valuable improvement is thus made, and
the fhelter obtained for the inclofure.

Quicks will thrive in any foil, but require hoeing
and weeding for a year or two.  Attend well to fences

of
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of profit, and they will foon become fences of plea-
fure; but for a little be careful, and tire not in pre-
ferving them from cattle, and they will {con repay
your labour.

The beft method of infuring the planting of hedges
would be for the landlord to plant them himfelf, and
bind the tenant to pay intereflt for the money expend-
ed, and to keep them in good and conftant repair;
nothing would more promote the landlord’s intereft,

when leafes expire, or more rapidly tend to further ci-
. vilization, which fuch improvements fo cagerly invite.

Secr. 3. Farms,

The farms here are {maller than in Loughtee;
twenty acres is here efteemed a very large one, and
but few grazing farms, and thofe in the occupation of
a wealthy gentry. The {maller farms are divided into
plots of three, five, and ten acres.

The farmers houfes are not {o poer, and in the vil-
lages are remarkably neat. The tenures are held in
the manner already defcribed, and to each of them is 2
freehold, fondly fought for. Their inclofures are poor,
and fences but bad indeed; I do not {peak of demefne
ground, for in fuch places they are particularly well
kept. Manures are dung, clay, and bog-ftuff, and
occafionally lime, which they have in partial fpots.

DRAINING.
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DRAINING.

Draining is an art in hufbandry, the knowledge
of which is of the firft importance, and deferves the
minuteft enquiry, as the wetnefs of lands, which pe-~
rithes the crops, will be thereby remedied. The caufes
of this partial fubjeCtion of land to water are nume-
rous, but principally will be fourd to proceed from
{prings flowing over the foil, or confined under it, by
reafon of its own tenacity, which reprefles it, or by
various other caufes:

‘Water, which lies on the farface and proceeds from
rains, is cafily diverted off, by finking drains according
to the fall of the ground; but the grand method of arriv-
ing at fprings has been lately difcovered by the ingeni-
ous Mr. Elkington, for which the parliament of Great
Britain have rewarded him with a grant of one thou-
fand pounds, and this has been effetually accomplith-
ed by the auger, or tapping and boring the earth, until
the {pring is reached, fo that the water flows through
this paffage. This fimple inftrument refembles the
borer ufed by miners, or to bring it home to the fami-
tiar ideas of every body, the auger of a pump-borer;
the annexed plate will reprefent it both fcrewed toge-

ther, and in joints of about four feet each; it is thus

divided
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divided for the convenience ‘of carriage, and it can be
added to, for any acquired length; the lower joint is
conftru&ted like the bottom of the auger, and is hol-
- lowed for about fixteen inches; thefe rods are three
inches or three and a half in diameter. As a fubflitute
for the auger or lower rod, a chizel and a punch are
occafionally fcrewed on, when the {oil is gravelly or
hard, which would refufe the auger. At the joints it -
is neceflary to leave it a little fouter than in the gene-
ral fize of the rods, which are fcrewed together by two
iron keys and a wooden handle paffing through the
eye of the topmoft joint for turning the auger, which
has two iron wedges to faften it, and make it work
fteady. I am thus minute in the defcription, that any
perfon may have it made at home, who may choofe to
try its effeéts.

A drain is always cut for the water to fHow off| be-
fore the auger is ufed, and it is in the bottom of this
drain, at occafional diftances, that its operations are
commenced; when the fpring is arrived at, the water
rifes with velocity, and is thus diverted off in the
drain. |

In working this inftrument two men are fufficient to
torn it, and ftand on the bank over the drain; it is ne-
ceflary to have a third below in the drain, to help to
lift it up, and clean out the earth from the hollow of
the auger, as it may require it, which will be as often
as the hollow fills; or elfe, the clay they perforare will

be
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be frmly affixed as it rifes, and greatly obfiru&@ their
pulling it vp again.

A {coop is alfo vfed or hollow fpade, for thrawing
the earth up from the trench.
 This mode of draining will effeCtually dry the
greatelt extent of land, on which it is pradtifed, aﬁd
only requires the experiment to be made, to infure its
general approbation; I have feen it tried in feveral

parts of Ireland, and always with fuccefs.

SECT. 4. General Subjeits.

Population is yet very confiderable, and the linem
manufafture more engaged in, and much encouraged
by the market at Killefhandra, where coarfe linens
are purchafed every week to the average value of
L.1500. The appearance of this town is engaging,
being neat and clean, and induftry and its rewards are
very confpicuous, cvery thing appears comfortable; a
good market-houfe, and a brifk trade.

Immediately contiguous to the town is Caftle Hamil-
ton, the feat of Colonel Southwell; the whole demefne
is beautifully wooded and watered, though much tim-
ber has been lately cut.  The manfion is newly built

and fpacious.
In
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In this neighbourhood are quarries both of lime and
frecftone, and ftrong indications of coal.

The land around is .dry, and very good, but the
rufhes not yet banithed from any part of the county I
have feen
* The river of Croghan, which flows through the mag-
nificent lakes of Killethandra, winds through a beauti-
ful part of country, and dilcharges its waters with
thofe of the lakes into the Erne river, which paffes
through this barony, and thence into Lough Erne.
The lakes of Killefhandra, and thofe connefted with
them, cover fo great an extent as are many miles in
circumference; thefe are already defcribed with Lough-
Oughter in the preceding chapter, and are all the fame
expanfion of water, warivalled in beauty, extent, and-
true natural advantages. The mountain of Bruce-hill
is a leading and prominent feature in the fouthern ex-
tremity, and is feen at a confiderable diftance. The
county in its environs is mountainous, but this hill
overtops them all in proud preeminence, and from its
{fummit is commanded the moft extenfive profpet.

Cor-hill is a very fteep mountain, not far diftant
from Killethandra, beyond which the land is more wet
and uncultivated, yet naturally fertile, and on the fum-
mit of this hill is a traét of reclaimed theep-walk, and
a great fcope more is in forwardnefs. This fpirited
undertaking has well repaid Mr, Harknefs the proprie-

tor
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tor, who has inclofed it with exccllent fences. Arvagh
village is but inconfiderable, and the point of jun&ion
with the counties of Leitrim and Longford; contigu-
ous to it is the famous lake of Scraba, which is one of
the fources of Lough Erne.

The lower lands of this barony are extremely well
cultivated, and poflefs a generous and grateful foil.
Lifmore, the feat of Colonel Nefbitt, appears to be ex-
cellent land, and is celebrated as being one of the ear-
lieft reclaimed {eats in Cavan, which its antique ap-
pearance and difpofition of its improvements favour
much: it is fitnated at the entrance of the village of
Crofsdony, which is confpicuous for an air of neat-
nefs and comfort, fo unufually feen in an Irith village.
The well dreffed little gardens attached to the cot-
tages, which are kindly prefented to view, and the
thriving plantations, make it extremely engaging; from
hence to Farnham, about three miles, the face of
the county is entirely changed, and is certainly, for that
extent, the beft improved and the neateft part of
Cavan: it is but a continuation of demefne ground,
and comprizes- the feats of Mr. Story, Mr. Elliot, Mr.
Fleming, and the Bifhop of ‘Kilmore, whofe improve-
ments are only divided by the road. Through this ex-
tent, which has no refemblance to the prefent appear-
ance of the country, there is a luxuriance of ornamen-
tal plantation, and engaging fcenery; the land is ren-

dered
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dered excellent for any hufbandry, and poffeffes much
found fheep~-walk; indeed all around Killethandra, and
for many miles further is valuable land.

Mr. Pallas, of Kileogy, and Mr. Crawford, of
Scraba, have good bleach-greens in this barony.

CHAPTER
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CHAP IX.

BARONY OF TULLAGHA,

SECTION L

Agriculture.

THIS barony, which is the moft northerly of Cavan,
differs extremely from the features of the reft of the
county, and more refembles thofe of Leitrim or Fer-
managh. A reference to the map of Uliter will thew
it more properly belongs to Leitrim; its foil, furface,
and the general obfervations relating to it, will be
found in the preceding part of this work, vpder the
head of Mountains, in the firlt chapter.

They only cultivate oats and potatoes, and all their
tillage is done with manual labour, which is effetted
with the long loy, er curved narrow fpade, an excel-,
lent implement for {tony ground.

- In agriculture they are extremely deficient, and were
it not for Mr, Griffon’s improvements, which are well
executed, this part of the country would fhew little
emanation from its rude and primeval ftate of nature.
Defcending
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Defcending towards Ballyconnell, the profpeét im-
proves, where Mr. Sneyd’s plantations, at Bawnboy,
give the country a warmer and more comfortable ap-
pearantce, but the roads in this country are terribly bad
indeed.

I know but of one, which is tolerable, from Beltur-
bet to Swanlingbar through Derryolim, which is a
very poor {tage; that from Ballyconnell is almoft im-
paflable.

HOLLOW DRAINS.

The foil of this country feems to require furfaces
draining more particularly, and thefe trenches to be
at very fhort diftances afunder, for which purpofe, it
would be advifeable they fhould be hollow and covered
at top. Thefe drains anfwer every purpofe, and are
equal to bear any weight of cattle, when judiciouf~
1.y made.

After cutting the drain two feet or two and a half
feet deep, which flopes in towards the bottom two-
thirds of the breadth at top, that is, from eighteen
inches above to fix below, fill it with large ftones,
which are here in abundance; procure them fo large,
that you muft force and mallet them into the drain, or
large round paving ftones, which are covered with

fmaller
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fmaller flones, to bring a level face; then lay brufh~
wood and furze to bear up the clay from ﬁlﬁng the
fpaces between the ftones; throw in the clay and fod
it The annexed draft of a hollow drain will at once
explain it.

This is a very good mode of furface-draining, and
the expenfe very trifling; here materials are in abun-

dance,

Sect. 2. Paflure.

A coarfe fpiry grafs, and confiderable quantities of
rufhes fiill fhew on a light loam, covering a ftiff clay.
The cattle are of a hardy breed, but very coarfe,
and fhelter muft be firlt obtained, before much im-
provement can be expefted. They never houfe but

the milch cattle, and their bay is very firong, coarfe,
and
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and full of a poor aqueous herbage, which fo greatly
impoverithes their milk; as for artificial grafles they
have none, fcarcely clover is to be found amonglt
them, and all their commodities for fale are fo very
trifling, as not to afford the leaft encouragement for a
market.
If a fufficiency of provifion for their family confump-

tion is raifed, a very little abundance will difcharge I
their rents, which are very low. '

LIME.

The manure, which contains the moft aétive falts in
vegetation, is limeftone, and the mofl difficult to be
fearched; for its virtues only can be extracted by fire,
or loofened, o that the admiffion of air when calcined
will pulverize it, and break it to pieces; or this is
more rapidly effeCted by water, which drives it down
very quickly, fearching every pore of the earth, on
which it is Jaid.

The manner of burning lime is too generally known
to require defcription, but the quality of the ftone to
be chofen for that purpofe requires attention,

* The beft ffone in Ulfter {than which there cannot
be better) is véry white, and rifes in rugged blocks; it
is frequently found\ in boulders, or in fingle blocks
apart from the quarry. This kind will not leave the
leaft’ particle of clinker, if judicioully burnt, and is

very
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very quickly calcined; its efficacy is moft rapid and
durable. Limeftone has various other colours; the
blue comes next in quality, which is the beft whei:
under ground; the grey is more apt to have {par, and
burn in clinkers, and the red is the weakeft and pooreft
of all. -

The falts contained in this mineral are not deffroyed
or exhauflted by the fire, but only expofed and un-
bound ; it is therefore neceflary to burn it thercughly
for manure, as the falts are by that means entirely laid
open.

All {oils will be improved by lime, even fhallow
and limeftone foils, if the firflt heat {fubfides before it is
applied, and mixed with cliy or bog-ftuff; but to ap-
ply it hot from the kiln before it is flaked, or previoui-
ly made into a compoft with earth, itis highly detri-
mental, and will bura the plants inftead of nourifhing
them,

After fpreading the lime on ploughed ground, let it
have the benefit of rain to feparate it well, and then
plough it in evenly, and harrow it tharply, previous to
winter : thus it is prepared for a {pring crop; but bar-
ley cannot be ventured for a year or two; it may
chance to thrive, but there are many chances againftit. .

Its virtues on bog are moft rapid, deftroying that
aftringent principle, which is hoftile to vegetation, and
condenfing the bog; it thus becomes prepared to hold

as
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as -well is nourifh the roots of plants, and gradually
throws up the fweeteft herbage.

Sect. 3. Farms.

 The extenlive tralts of mountain are not allotted
into farms, and rather an imaginary line is the divifion
of property, than any real boundary; nor is there
much attention to fuch land, when the average rent
fearcely exceeds three pence per acre, but it is always
fet in a bulk rent. Thefe trats are only occupied in
' grazing ftore cattle in the drieft feafon, which hardly
is fit for this purpofe four months in the year, and the
prices of grafs vary from two to four (hillings- a head
per feafon; younger cattle than thofe of three years
old would aftwally ftarve, {o coarfe and poor is the:
pafture in its prefent natural flate; and it muft be con~
ceived how little value can be in fach a pafture, when
the fum charged for the grafs of cattle is {carcely foffi-
clent to pay the herds attending them, who are an-
fwerable for them; as in the many deep fwamps, which
thefe mountains contain, it frequently happens, that
cattle fall in and inevitably perith. In the lower regi-
ons there is little comfort in the exterior view of their
cabing, which are by no means bettered withinfide;
yet it is not poverty, that occafions this dreary prof-

K peét,
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pett, for the peafantry, though poor in appearance, are
pot without means and capability, but they have no_
induacement to improve, and they have yet fources of
wealth in their own induftry, were their landlords
emulous in promoting their civilization, or aftive id
inftru@ting them in ufeful and defirable purfuits.

Nor is it a fecondary, but indeed a leading and pri-
mary caufe for this negle&@, that fuch extenfive trats
of country are church-lands, or cther eftablifhments,
which are held after the like tenure. ¢

The laws, which were made for this purpofe, had
{olely in view the interefts of the church, without any
regard to the reclaiming the face of .the country, or
the civilization of the people, which only can be
effe@ted by encouraging and unreflri¢ted tenures
fuch laws were enafted in times of feudal barbarity,
and have too long exifted, nor do I hefitate to aflere,
that they at this day fland as a total ecliple between
the country and that wealth, which is its natural right,
and which an improved agriculture would doubtlefs
afford. -On fuch lands we find no proper mode of
culture, and - the inhabitants are {trangely opprefled
as well with poverty, as with ignorance, as it civiliza-
tion was crufhed within the deadly grafp of this fhame-
fu! and impolitic monopoly,:

-This in a peculiar manner applics to the extenfive
wilds of Kinawly- parifh in this ccunty, and to the
neighbounring counties of Fermaragh acd Monaghan,

and,



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 131

and, in a great degree, to thofc parts of Ulfter, which
are under the influence of this malignant and oppreflive
fyftem. 1 wifh not to reftrain the rights or-clip the
revenues .of the church, I would more willingly in-
creafe them; it could be done by ameliorating the laws,
which are hoftile to iinprovcmcnt, nor would I en-
croach on the eftablithments, which were found-
ed for education, it is notoricus they are fhamefully
perverted; and were they duly guarded and hufbanded
with economy, they could be extended to a great nati-
onal account; though individual benefit has hitherto
been confidered before the public weal, and barefaced
monopoly, which is now upheld with general indigna«
tion, has too léng trinmphed over the rights of this
country, yet they muft foon give place to the proud fpi-
rit of improvement, which happily is diffeminated thro’
the nation, and will ultimately prevail againft the hoft
of evils, which have oppofed its progrefs.

HoGs.

The proper management of thefe animals is little
known in Ireland, and the very great profit, which
accrues from a careful attention to them, ought to be
confidered by the judicious farmer. This profit de-
pends very much on their being turned out to green
food, which few of us have any idea of, '

' K2 The
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. The dairy offal and the refufe of the potatoes, whick
fuftain the fow during her nurfing, fhould certainly be
ufed to wean the young pigs, and they will require this
kind of nourifhment for fome time, but when arrived to
a little hardihood, they fhould be allowed to graze,
and clover is known to agree extremely well with
them; to this grafs they fhould be confired, nor get
any other food until they are full grown, which it ra-
pidly promotes; for it infures fize, and fome pigs will
dgven grow fat on it. The clover feafon comes in
carly, and will hold till the beginning of December;
if in the meighibourhood of oak woods, acorns will
complete their fattening, and give their fleth a great
degree of firmnefs; but potatoes ought again to be
ufed, when acorns are not to be had, and at this fea-
fon are very cheap. Peafe or corn will give a delicate
flavour to bacom, and a fmall propertion ought to. be
given to hogs during the laft month of their fattening.

Thus it appears from this mode, that the offal only
is the fupport of the hog in the {pring and winter;
and in fummer, when provifions dre dear, they are fed
on clover: a fmall plot of this grafs will fupply food
for a confiderably longer time then, if let to range at
large over the field; this might be done by folding
them on the plot, if feeding them within is not conve-
pient; for by changing to a new fpet, the part eaten
down foon recovers and fprouts again, and the plot is
well manured..  The neceffary crops for the ufes of a

dairy
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dairyare too little confidered, and the profits of this
Hafbandry will be great indeed; where milch cows are;
there ought to be a due proportion of breeding fows;
no management will pay better than this, and the
choice and proportiens of crops for the collateral pur-
pofes of the dairy are, indeed, of confiderable import
to agriculture, aid are too little underftood.

A different management is doubtlefs wanted, as this
animal could be turned to much greater profit than we
have yet experienced; and it is a matter of no finall
moment, that on the hog depend, in a great manper,
the prices of pravifions, which it materially affets.

Nor in their early flages of weaning ought the car-
rot be refufed them, which, with good culture, will:
vield very great crops, and give ftrength and vigour to
the hog, and ought to be again reforted to after the
green food is confumed, as quickly affording firmnefs
to the flefh,

In their confinement in the ftye they fhould be kept
dry, and their ftraw often change&, as this animal is
naturslly cleanly;' and a yard of very fmall dimenfions
fhould be inclofed for them to feed in.

When at green food they will require water in the
field, which ought to be attended ¢o. '

On the improvement of the agricalture of the nation
a good deal is connefted with this animal; with the
prices of provifions they are infeparately conneted,
and it is to be regretted, that their fleth, which pofs

feiles
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{feffes fo much nourithment, as entities them to .be
called the natural food of the laborious peafatt, hould
now be fcarcely even enjoyed by the poor cottager,
when in times of lefs civilization, and before improve-,
ment had lifted its head from the chains of ignorance,
the peafant enjoyed his cow, his fheep, and his pig,
and though they fhared the fhelter of his hovel, yet
they affor.ed him food and rayment, which he no
longer can boaft of.
. "Fo what purpofe then is the face of a country to be
changed to gay and improved fcenes, if the peafant, on
whom its durability - depends, is gradually enervated
not by luxury, but by keen poverty, and too often by
favage oppreflion?—What does it avail, if the proud
lord of extenfive domains fhall raife neat flated cot-
tages on the ruins of the {qualid hut, if he does not
take care to ameliorate the condition of the peafant,
who cannot warm the walls of his ill found habitation,
whofe interior but ill agrees with the outer view ?
That there are fuch fcenes capnot be denied, and
furely they ought to be reformed; then indeed would
the improvements of agriculture, and the ornaments of a
country, be putfued on a durable and efficient founda-
tion; then would the caufes of too jult complaint be
removed, and content and competence again prevail,
Happy cottagers, whofe comforts are the care of a
humane mafter, who direéts his improvements to the
ettering the condition of his tenants, and in the teach-
ing



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 135

ing of thofe arts in hufbandry, which he fhall allow
‘them  to feel the good effeéts of in their own domeftic
eonterns: thus, he not only indulges the fineft feelings
.of man, in affording happinefs to his fellow creature,
but it ultimately will be found the trueft and fureft
policy. . ‘

Im}:;rovement is as yet but in its infancy in this
country, but fortunately there are here men of worth
and judgment, and who have as near at heart as they
‘pﬁﬂki‘s' means to effe@ fo defirable a change, which
gives us the beft hopes to expeft a fpeedy ameliorati-
on of the condition of the peafantry, as well as a tota}
‘change in their wretched fyftem of hufbandry. -

‘ SECT. 4. General Subjeits.

The population rates here but thinly, {o extenfive
‘ire the wilds; the peafants are hardy and induftrious,
yet much deprefled for want of encouragement; the
women fpin a good deal of wool as well as flax;
frizes for home ufe are made here, but every thing is
on a very narrow and contrafted fcale, and confined
to individua! account. -

Ballyconnell is a fmall town, which has a weekly
market, and here is 2 good flour-mill, Mr. Faris the
proprietor, and Mr, Benifon has an excellent bleach-

green
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green in this neighbourhood. In the mountain of
Slieve-Ruflell coal is found, and generally dug out of
the fide of the hill in blocks near the furface. How
thefe have been feparated from the vein may employ
the enquiry of the natural philofo?her, but no atten-
tion to fo valuable a concern has yet-aétuated the pro-
prietors, on whofe eftates this mineral is found in fuch
.abundance, and fo-eafily raifed. This coal has former-
ly-been bronght to Ballyhayes, to Cavan, and to the
great iron works at Arigna, in the county of Leisrim,
which are cantiguous.

Of Swanlingbar and its relatives a full acceunt has
already been given in the fourth {eftion of the firft
chapter of this work, under the head of Mountains;
it is to be regretted, that the ravéges of the fire, which
happened in the village above fifteen years ago, have
not yer been repaired, in which twe‘nty-twq houfes
were defiroyed. A great deal of harmony and fociabi-
Bty prevails in this retired watering place.

The celebrated fpa is in an ornamented inclofure,
which is very ’handfomely improved with pleafant
walks and neat plantations, The breakfaft room is
contiguous to. the well, and here the company general=
ly partake of this fociable meal, at the fame table
drink the water's, and ride or walk dll dinner, whep
an excellent ordinary is provided.

On the mountains adjoining is an ample field for
the enquiries of the natural philofopher, and abounds

with
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‘with minerals, as I have already explained; feveral
xaves are on thofe hills donbtlefs excavated by the
hand of mature, though fome of them fhew appear-
ances of art in their formation.

- The general.quality of tghe‘town-laudg is a ruthy and
{pongy pafture, with a light loam over a ftiff clay;
here: the farms are fmaller; and the pafture is favour-
able to dairy, from whence fome butter, but in no
| great.quantity, is fent to market.

—The men are principally employed in huibandry,
though_fome few manupfature linens; the women and
‘children {pin both - yarn and wool, . Their markets are
diftant and difconraging; labour may average feven
pence per day through the year, but they have every
thing cheap, provifions in abundance, and turf quite
convenient, and only for the coft of rearing. Cloth-
ing is moltly furnifhed at home, fo that their expendi-
ture is trifling, if their incomes are fmall. In fa&,
they rely on themfelves chiefly for their neceflaries,
and are in a great degree indcpcndént, and confined
to their own pcéuligr concerns; few are without a
cow, and the greater proportion have twa or three.

Their currency is principally in fpecie, and their
rents are always paid in cath.

-',Thc;ﬂ is no ‘cﬁablifhed fithery, though there are
claimants for the fifh of the lakes flowing into Lough
Erne, on which they have erected ecl weirs,

The

Y
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" *The roads are few, and miferably bad; a particular
attention Is requifite here; much depends on good
roads, towzrds forwarding the improvements of agri-
culture. ) :
The plantations are but few; Mr. Sneyd’s, of
Bawnboy, are contiguous to the fmall village of the
fame name, rank foremoft amongft thofe, and his
demefne fhews a judicious management. Timber is
dear and fcarce through this diftri€t, yet the foil very.
favouréble for plantation; from Lough Fena, in the
county of Leitrim, flows the river of Woodford
through this ‘barony, and fkirting the county on Fer-
managh fide it is difcharged into Lough Erne. The
fmall villages of Woodford and Ballymagowran are
fitnate 'on’ this fiream. On the whole, the country is
rich in minerals, and poffefies every material, as well
as a hardy and induftrious peafantry, to bringitto a
better ftate; its defeéts are fuch as can be removed,
and the greateft difficulty, which oppreffes it, proceeds
from the negle® of its proprietors, and the want of
due encouragement, which is {ftrongly piCtured in the
moft confiderable tracts of this extenfive barony. I
have been favoured with fome very judicious informa-
tion from the Rev. Mr. John Jebb, of Swanlingbar,
which came too late to be inferted in the defcription of
the mountainous diftri® in the firft cﬁapter: but as
that region is entirely within this barony, I fhatl

beg
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beg leave to mention them here, and have taken the
liberty to fele® from thefe very general remayks,
which that gentleman has fo kindly communicated,
thofe fubjeéts, which either I have not before touched
on, or which may have been the refult of ‘obfervation
fince I have been in his neighbourhood. '

He acquaints me, that the fpirit for reclaiming their -
lands is {trikingly manifeft amongft the lower orders,
and -that, though prior to the laft feafon oats was the
general grain, yet they have now been induced to till
wheat by their vicinity to the flour-mills at Bally-
connell and Belturbet, where their foil was fuffici-
ently weighty after a potatoe &rop, an experiment
which was now firft attempted in this diftrit. 1
fhould do injuftice to Mr. Jebb’s very intelligeﬁt re-
marks and pleafing fiyle, were I to curtail any thing
new, a5 fome of his argnments agree with thofe, which
I have before touched on. T fhall willingly repeat his
opinions, as a confirmation of thefe I have ventured to
offer, which thus proceed: - .

¢ The crops produced have been remarkably fine,
~ and it is hoped the fowing of wheat may gradually ex-
tend. Here, as probably in other places, the laft two
_ years f{carcity has had 2 moft happy effect. Indultry
and forefight, and a fpirit of improvement are manis
feftly increafing; {pots formerly fuffered to remain in
a ftate-of wild and barren nature, have been profufely

manured
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' manured with burnt afhes, and have vielded an abuyg.
dant fupply of excellent potatoes: it may reafonably be
expected, that the people feeling the advantage of the
extraordinary labour, to which they were incited by
the fear of dearth, may be induced to perfevere from
the hope of comfort. The habits of economy too, in
the ufe of provifions, which have been tanght by ad-
verfity, will not, perhaps, be relinquithed in the hour
of plenty; that gracious providence, which out of evil
can elicit good, may have been pleafed to make tempa-
rary want the fource of permanent abundance.

¢ The great impedimeﬁt to improvement is want of
capital, to drain and clear our grounds; refident
gentry or fubftantial farmers we have none*. To
agricultural experiments no encouragement is afforded
by abfentee proprietors, and the poverty of our pea-
{antry difables them from engaging in any plan, which
does mot promife an immediate return. If landlords
were to propofe a liberal bounty to their tenantry for
draining and elearing their grouad, in a few years
they would be amply reimburfed. This werk once
effe@ed, improyement would be moft rapid; for the
means of improvement are within our reach, to be ap--
plied with little trouble, and at little expence. Every
{pecies

* Here Mr. Jebb doubtlefs forgot his fiiend Mr. Grif-
fon, who is indeed the only exception to the remark.
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ipecies of manure, appropriate to an inland country,
exifts here in great plenty: there are efpecially vaft
‘quantities of limeftone gravel, and rotten limeftone
flate, and marle is perhaps more frequently fo be met
with here, than in moft parts of the county.

s¢ With waat of induftry the people cannot juftly be
charged,- their exertions are {pontanecus, and alrgof’c
inftin@tive; without experiencing that affiftance and en-
couragement from their fuperiors, which the peafantry
enjoy in more favoured fitnations, they are conftantly
employed, the men in agriculrure, the - women and
children in fpinning; fome there are who weave, and
fell the produétions of their looms at Ennifkillen and
other neighbouring markets, but in this branch not
much progrefs has been made for want of proper
encouragement.

¢ In the fitnation of our poor, the moft unfavourable
circumftances, which prefent themfelves, are the wretch-
ednels of their hovels, and want of cleanlinefs in their
mode of living; in thefe refpetts, however, they are by
no means fink {o low as the fouthern parts of Ireland,
and within thefe few years an attention to _comfotts,
and’ a {fpirit of neatnefs have been vifibly gaining
ground. An anxiety for education and for religious
jnftruction happily prevails. Few even of the poorelt
are without a wifh to fend their children to fchool,
and during more than two years, that I have had the
gare of this parith, the demand for prayer books,

teftaments,
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teftaments, and bibles, fold at the prices of the affocia~
tion for promoting the knowledge and pratice of the
Chriftian religion, has been very confiderable. Ag
church there is always a moft regular, decent, and at-
tentive congregation of the lower orders, and amongft
the Romar Catholics purchafers have been found for
the new teftament; proper fchool houfes and qualified
teachers are gredt defiderata.  This deficiency will, it
is hoped, be in fome meafure obviated by the eretion
of a building in the neighbourhood of the town,
which fhall at once ferve as a refidence for the-mafter, -
and a fchool-houfe for the children. By a charity
- fermon and by private fubfcriptions, fixty pounds
have been already raifed for this purpofe, and it is
expefted, that in a very fhort time that fum will be
fufficiently increafed to authorize the commencement
of the undertaking. This circumftance is mentioned,
both as it is’materially connected with the ftate of edu-
cation in this parifh, and becaunle it fhews what may be
effeéted in other places, by an inconfiderable degree of
exertion; at firlt view few fitnations in Ireland could
afford lefs profpect of fuccefs ‘to a plan of this nature,
than the town and neigbourhood of Swanlingbar.”
Mr. Febb, after defcribing that ckain of mountains
frretehing towards Lough Allen and Boyle, which I bave al-
weady  fpoken: of, and awbhich ke /be-w.r is not only unproduéiive
of pofitive good in the prefent flate, but has been the fource of
much real evily very frongly proves the neceffity and policy

of
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of buibding flone houfes, and interfeling the mountain with
7 roads, for the reafons 1 have before effered in the Jourth
Jedion of the Jorft cbap}er; and ke explains that, as the
adoption of this plan weuld conduce 1o the peace of the coun-
try, it would be move extenfively advantageous, for, fays he,

¢ Amidfbthofe mountains there are numerous and
extenfive vallies, which only require the hand of cul-
' tivation to bring them into fertility and beauty: even
the bleakeft parts abound with hidden fources of
wealth, which fime and labour would inevitably dif-
cover, and apply to the promotion of the public good.
The nitrous, fulphurecus, and chalybeaitc fprings,
which every where arreft the attention of the ob-
{erver, abundantly evince, that thofe mountains are full
‘of ‘valuable mineral productions, and the exiftence of
confiderable iron works here, early in the laft century,
proves what may be effeted, if ever the culdvation of
-our internal refources, and the extenfion of inland na-
vigation fupply us with proper fuel for the fufion of
iron ore. Of this now negleted diftrict the import-
ance will be indefinitely increafed, when the long pro-
jefted junétion of Lough Erne with the fea, by a cut
from Belleek to Ballyfhannon, takes place, and when
the propofed opening from Lough Erne to the Shan-
ﬁon is effefted by inland navigation, and the Leitrim
lakes; then we fhall have a communication with the
Atlantic, both in the north and {outhweft, and thea
we fhall enjoy a fafe and eafy intercourfe with the

principal
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principal parts of Ircland. Would it not be the. part
of a wife and enlightened policy, to prepare for the
full participation of thofe great advantages, by opening
our mountains, by giving every encouragement to agri.
culture, and thus at once gaining wealth and populati-
on fufficient to reap the benefits of foreign and do-
fheftic commerce }—Snrely, when we confider the im-
portant change it may effeét in the condition of this
eountry, we cannot but feel anxious, that the propri-
etors of eftates thould, in this particular, fufficiently
confider the¢ir own interefts and the interefts of the
community. X they but make roads and build cotters
houfes, they will pave the way for a ftate of indufiry,
civilization, and happinefs, in a diftri€t at prefent un-~
tﬂlc?d, and uninhabited, the occafional refort of plun-
derers and rebels: they will confiderably increafe-
their own incomes, and they will add new lands to
our cultivation, new {ubjeés to our ftate.

« Should thefe expectations be deemed fanguine,
fhould it be faid, that the propofed navigations may -
never be effefted, and that, though they were effetted,
this country is too poor to avail itfelf of their affift-
ance, yet flill it muft be granted, that facilitating com-
munication by judicious roads, that civilizing the peo-
ple by comfortable habitations, that producing even a
moderate degree of vegetation in places now utterly
unprodultive, are objeéts worthy the attention of our
great proprietors.

« A very
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% A very few words more on this fubje&t; of late
years,emigrations to America have been frequent, in this
country; the motives generally afligned are want of
ground, and want of encouragement to cultivate at
home. The opening of our mountains, and holding
‘out fuitable inducements to our peafantry to improve
them, would furely diminilh the emigrating mania.
At all events, the experiment is worth trial, every
probability is in favour of its producing the defired
effeét; but fhould it even partially fail, it muft unguef-
tionably be attended with moft benecficial confe-
quences, and thofe, who put it in praétice, cannot
be deprived of the delightful and animating refletion,
that they have endeavoured to advance the population
and profperity of their country.”

t CHAP,
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CHAP X

HSARONIES OF CASTLERAGHAN, CLONMOGHAN,; AND

CLONCHEE.
SECTION L

Agriculture.

IT would only tend to fwell the bulk of this book,
and afford but a tirefome tautology, to give a diftinét
and feparate account of thefe baronies, which have fo
firong a fimilitede in every refpedt, that in defcription
they fhould not be divided, and, with a few excepti-
ons, have {o very little to recommend them in their
prefent ftate.

The general feature of this extent of country is
clevated ground, very irregular in the furface, and the
hills containing from twenty to above one hundred
acres, with a very {mall {pace of valley intervening,
apd thofe inclofed to a good pafture; the hills are
tilly, and the foil very favourable to corn, of a ftrong
brown colour, and as it approaches to red, is of a bet-
ter quality, more ary and friable; the manure of lime

is
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is particularly efficacious, but this is placed at a great
diftance, .and is procured but at a confiderable expenfe.
All thefe lands have the rotation of potatoes, flax and
oats; of the latter, two, three, or four {ucceflive crops.
This is very bad management, and, of courfe, foon ex-
haufts the foil, and obliges the letting it out to reft,
during which period nothing is yielded but weeds and
thrafh, and a heavy dead rent accrued, which will
ever keep the tenant in poverty. To point cut the
modes of redrefling this grievance requires little inge-
nuity; an intervening green crop between corn crops
is effeCted without any additional expenfe. Every
man who holds a farm muft have potatoes, and let
him choofe that fpot for this crop, which has laft year
had corn, which can be reftored this year to vigour
with the dung for his potatoes, and he need never let
it out to reft. ‘Thus, it is in a greater degree the mif-
management of our crops, the feletion of ground for
them, and an undue courfe of rotation that s the evil,
sather than the want of capital, which is complained
of. Induftry acquires capital, and mifmanagement,
though with ever {fo much induftry, exhaufts it,

It is true thefe lands are capable, by judicious ma-
nures and good farming, of yielding crops, which have
never been attempted here; but in fecking the modes
of attaining the requifites for fuch improvement, we
thould alfo take into confideration, what are the obfta-
cles in our way, and we muft alfo judge how far po-

L2 Yitic
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litic it may be, (by introducing agriculture and the fe.
veral improved branches of hafbandry into this couns
try) to adopt thofe modes, which might tend to divert
the attention from the linen manufadture, in which it
is fo well eftablithed, to perhaps a negleét of that
great national purfuit, and the fears of many {enfible
and fteady men, in this -particular, certainly deferve a
fair and deliberate inveftigation.
. The linen manufafture is at prefent more or lefs
engaged in by every peafant in this diftriét, and they
are all as earneflly devoted to the bufinefs of the farm,
though I cannot fay their purfuits are in either eafes
crowned with fuccefs; for there is little to boafl of,
from their management or rural economy. Perhaps
here Lies the evil, that the attention of the manufatu-
rer is not confined to his trade; the foil is doubtlefs
very favourable to flax huibandry, which is as certain-
Iy injuriouflly purfued, and requires a carec and know-
ledge in the feveral ftages, which we are entire firang-
ers to. This is a bufinefs to be effefted in the field,
and which the manufacturer ought to have nothing to
do with; give him a garden for his recreation, and cu--
linary {upply, let good markets be encouraged for the
fale of flax and provifions, then hufbandry and trade
will flourith in their proper fpheres.
The evil of thofe very different purfniis being inter-
woven, was highly exemplified in latter years, when
the high price of corn induced every poor man to tll

hie
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his” lands, and the temptstion was too great to be re-
fifted; their manufalture was of courfe negleted,
and faffered very feverely, and their lands, which have
been exhaufted by repeating cropping, are now re-
duced to a flovenly cathier fallow.

In how many inftances can we trace the charadter-
iftic of the peafantry of Ireland, and truly pronounce
it fond "of fpeculation and enterprize? Too ready to
grafp at every novelty and change, it negleéts that bu-
finefs, whofe difficalties it has juft furmounted, and a
fteady adherence to which might have infured wealth
and independence. o

As the peafantry of Ireland have not capital for both
employments, they f(hould be confined té one of them,
and the landlord, who would refift the offer of high
rents, which the mapufaCturer fhould make for his
lands, would doubtlefs ferve the nation at large, and
 would wltimately find he afted beft for his own par-
ticular intereft. \

To confine the bufinefs of agriculture to the farmer
only, would, I apprehend, firike at the root of the evil,
and his judgment would lead him to cultivate Hax
crops, which the foil is fo favourable to, and in fuch 2
country of manufadture would be always in high de-
mand; but to expel the fears of thofe, who fay that
this crop would not be fufficiently cultivated, if out of
the hands of the weaver, let the farmer be bound in
his leafe to occupy fo much of the farm with flax, as

the
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the lands are at prefent fo occupied: let farming focie-
ties give due encouragement to this hufbandry, andit
would foon be very fuperior to its prefent flovenly cul-
tivation, and great depreflion.

But to confider, what are the moft advifeable means.
of reltoring a high and profitable mode of farming to
this country, I allow it muft be gradual, as, though
lime will effe€ fuch a confiderable change, yet the dif-
tance and bad carriage is fuch a draw-back on its be-
nefits, as muft preciude a general amelioration, until
2 navigation or fome fortuitous circamftance will co-
quer the exifting difficulty, as at prefent this manure
is brought over the worlt and fteepeft roads, for ten
or twelve miles diftant, in very {mall loads, flung in
bafkets acrofs a horfe’s back, and thefe loads propor-
tioned to the ftrength of their cattle, which is very in-
confiderable.

In {o irregular a furface, it may appear a monftrous
zbfurdity to advife a navigation; yet in the windings of
thefe valleys a ready line ¢f canal could be chofen, to
which a confiderable number of fupplies of water
could be eafily diverted. This I conceive of fuch im-
portance to agriculture, that, whenever it can be effet-
ed, it ought to meet due encouragement; for it not
only conveys at a cheap rate the beft manures to foils,
which do not naturally poflefs them, but it eftablithes
the beflt markets, and brings their advantages home to
the farmer’s door, and 2 very confiderable matter, that

i



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 151

it fends fo many men and horfes to the bufinefs of
agriculture, who have béfore been entirely engaged in
the carriage of goods.

Thus the money, which is now fent from hence

for provifions, would be kept at home, the country
would amply yield a fufficiency of every crop, and
trade would have a better and furer fupport,
. In fo many thoufand acres now occupied by very
poor weavers we rarely fee better than black oats, of
an impoverifhed grain, which are capable of yielding
the fineft wheat, or could certainly be converted to the
beft fheep-walk. :

The vallies are very graffy; and have generally a
light loam for a fpade’s depth, and a deep clay be-
neath; from the want of furface-draining they are
now very rufhy, and full of aqueous herbage, and
fome of them are feveral months of the year under
water.

Thefe Iands preduce a coarfe meadow, and are very
kind for dairy hufbandry; when they are drained, they
are very much improved by manuring the furface with
athes from the bog.

Their culture is with the three-horfe plongh, and
alfo very confiderably with the fpade, as they trench
their crops, which, I have faid, are a rotation of pota-
toes, flax, and oats; except what produces milk for
their own confumption, they are very litle otherwife
engaged in dairy hufbandry.

CLAY
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CLAY 80118, AND YHEIR MANURES.

"This defeription of {oil, which prevails in this coun.
try, is natorally ftiff, and will foon return to its bind-
ing and adhefive quality, after the beft tillage, without
a due recourfe being had to the manures, which ars
neceffary to bring it into a fertile and yielding ftate.

The beft manure, which is attainable here for clay-
{oils, is marle; this is more beneficial towards the bot-
tom of the hills here, the higher grounds are more im-
proved with lime. This wants {fome inveftigation, as
lime tends to cake on clay, whereas marle makes it
friable and tilly; but the manure beft calculated for
thefe foils is Jimeftone gravel, as highly poflefling the
calcareous virtne, of which clay is deprived, and
affording that matter, which is peculiarly and me-
chanically adapted to open the foil, as the pebbles it
contains, by being well incorporated into the foil, fepa-
rate the clay, and prevent it from binding again; this
Tatter virtue it always pofleffes, when its calcareous
powers or marly quality may be exhaufted, and it
muft be confidered, that from the clofe formation of
the pebble, this virtue will be more durable than it is
either in lime or marle; confequently it is the fitteft

manure
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manute for their foils. As Mr. Kirwan in his va-
loable Effay on Manures lays down as a general
maxim, that « Manures ave applied to fupply either the
defeilive ingredients of a foil, or improve its texture, or cor-
reit its wices,” {o here this is particularly verified,
the texture being improved, and the natural chill of
the foil corrected by limeftone gravel; but as the coun-
try does not {upply this manure, it cannot be ufed
here, until a navigation will convey it; in the mean
time, whatever tends to open the foil ought to be ap-
plied; gravel, lime, rubbifh, or pebbles of any kind,
will greatly effect it, It thould be obferved, that the
clayey marle is the leaft beneficial kind for this foil;
that which poffeffes moft pebbles is ‘the beft. Marle
is eafily attained and raifed, and where fuch abundance
is had, the propereft kind ought to be felefted; if
mixed with dung it becomes very powerful, and the
proportion of the latter, which is happily the leaft at-
tainable, requires to be many times lefs than the quan-
tity of marle neceffary in this compoft, which will be
found a very durable manure. |

Par’mg and burning is a mapure very unfit for thefe
foils, which poflefs fo few vegetables. I have feena
foil here totally reduced by repeated croppings, after
this mode of treatment, fo as not to yield grafs; when
the carbonaceous matter is exhaufted, it will require a
long time before fertility is refored. Though under the
idea of burning, we fuppofe the foil is evaporated or

walted,
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_yet this is denied by the beft experimental philofo-
phers, who account thus, that a low fire will harden
and not wafle it, that it affords, inftead of confuming,
new vegetative matt:r, but its principal effeét is the
change of the roots of plants into atual coal; with
heathy foils this mode particularly agrees. As this
carbonic principle or coaly matter is loft to the foil, fo
it becomes exhaufted; for this matter is very highly
contained in the dung of animals, and alfo in all fer-
menting manures, which at firft fight may appear won-
derful, but is certainly alcertained from their analyza-
tion; and thus it Is, that grafs-lands are more in heart
than arable, becaufe they not only receive this principle
‘from the dung of the ftock, which graze thereon, and
which they retain, not yielding crops to exhauft it;
and as the herbage itfelf contains this principle leaft,
foit yields in a leffer degree, and leaves it on the foil,
which accounts for its fertility, and thus it is, fays Mr.
Kirwan, that <« PVegetables thrive bt in the wicinity of
torwns, becaufe the carbonic principle is copioufly difperfed by
the fmoak of the Various combuffibles confiemed in inbabited
places”

This fubftance arifes from putrefadtion, and is con-
fequently found in great vigour in a dunghill, and ex-
periments have been tried, which proved that earths
the moft calcareous, and manures the moft revigorat-
ing, when deprived of this principle by an analyfis,

were
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“were tc;té]]y barren, and on its being again reftored to
them recovered their fertility in a high degree.

To apply the feveral manures to their proper foils,
is a fiudy will be worth our enquiry, and highly
pleafing in the purfuit; it enables us to difleminate the
moft ufeful knowledge, and it particularly tends to the

happinefs and comforts of mankind.

PscT. 2. Paflure.

In a country fo engaged in tillage, and divided into
fuch numerous fmall farms, little can be faid of its paf-
ture, as but a trifling proportion of it is fo occupied;
where the bleflings of a cow are rarely enjoyed by the
pealant, and a hoerfe is equal to the work of feveral of
thofe farms, there is no room for pafture, which is fo
poor as eafily to account for the impoverithed breed of
cattle, that graze thereon. A patch of clover is the
only grafs attempted to be cultivated, and though its
excellencies are evident, from the repeated crops it
yields in one feafon, yet it is by no means fufficiently
engaged in. The demand for it is certainly increafing,
from the greater quantity being now fold in the

{ neighbouring market towns, than was formerly the
cafe. ‘

For want of draining the paftures are overgrown
with a fpiry grafs, which in outer appearance has no

variation
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variation from ruthes; and as their grafs lands are cold
and low, fo they muflt yield but a very poor kind of
milk, which does not preduce much butter; as they
are not at all engaged in feeding cattle for market, fo

there is no produce of wool, hides, or tallow.

TILLAGE.

As our cropping exhaufts the virtues of the foil, fo
it is in a great degree reltored by tillage, that is,
ploughing the ground when the proper manures are
not to be obtained; and in fhallow foils particular ma-
nures are as neceflary after a courfe of crops to enrich
them, as they are in a clayey foil to open and pulve-
rize them.

Thus it s, that additional plonghing will in effe®
mellow and enrich the ground, and fupply the place
of manures, by the conftant turning the foil to the in-
fluence of the fim and air; the falts of the atmof-
phere are greedily fucked in, in the broken ftate of the
earth, which it has not the power to imbibe in its clofe
ftate, when in vegeration particularly fo, when the
plant is not tap-tooted. It is now ftrongly afferted,
and gains confiderable credit from experience, that
thefe ploughings ought to take place in fpring and
winter only, and a vegetable erop thould be the fucce-
daneum for a fummer’s fallow. The choice of this

crop
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crop s to be confidered, and will varioufly apply as
to the neceflity for each particular kind.

Y

SecT. 3. Farme.

Inconfiderable as is the fize of farms, yet they are
miferably managed, and the houfes (hew as little com-
fort or neatnefs as their hufbandry is wretched.
‘Where fo fmall a portion is under the care of one
farmer, as from two to five acres, which are here the
general run of plots, we muft conclude that there is
fome hidden caufe, that prevents its very rapid im-
provement, which it fhould attain almoft to perfection;
but the difficulty is eafily {folved, when we find the
farmer is alfo a weaver, and though induftrious, yet
unable to follow both purfuits, for want of capital ;
nor is the nature of their tenures lefs difcouragiag,
where many hold during pleafure only, and are liable
to have their Tents raifed, fhould they ventare to im-
prove. This proceeds from neglet principally, and
in a great meafure from the fear of making the tenant-
ry independent by granting leafes; for fo high does
the {pirit of eleftionecering prevail in this county, that
it is no uncommon thing to fee the land: xed’s intereft
at an eleCtion oppofed by his own tenantry, which caufes
continual il will, and is a great bar to improvemnet.

Fences
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Fences are indifferently kept, fcarce any quicks are
planted, and a {light mound only thrown up during
the growing of the corn: nor are they more attentive as
to draining, which only a few gentlemen farmers have
engaged in. Their manures are dung, bog-ftuff, and
athes.

IRRIGATION.

This is a branch of hufbandry f{irangely negletted
in molt parts of Ireland, though of unqueftionable im-
portance, and the manure it affords to grafs-lands
cannot be excelled by the richeft covering of ftable
dung: this, it is faid, depends very confiderably on
the quality of the water. It is alledged, that water
at the fource is pureft, and that it lofes its virtues as a
inanure in proportion to the diftance from the fource.
It is true, that a deep river at the fountain head is
little variable in temperature at all times; but when the
fpace between the banks is of greater extent than the
depth of the ftream, then it is ated wpon by the fea-
fons. I confels my own inability of determining the
point, whether by the remotencfs from the fource the
Yand could be parched in fummer by 2 fhallow f{tream,
or perithed in winter; or whether in its paflage it
might imbibe noxious qualities, or be impregnated
with migerals, which might be prejudicial to fome

foils.
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foils, However, we can be at no lofs to conclude,
that the more faline particles which the water conveys,
the greater are its virtues as a manure. It may be in
fome meafure accounted for as beneficial to vegetation,
as all plants contain a certain degree of water; the ve-
getable fubftance of herbs is more particularly com-
pofed of it, and this water is. condenfed, and made
{olid in fome degree, as it lofes its warmth, and is not
in a liquid ftate; by overflowing with water, this
principle is again revived.

In mofs lands it has been afferted, that water is
hurtful to the pafture, as it perithes the roots, and
that the water of a river, which abounds with rufhes
and aguatic plants, is unfit for the purpofes of vegeta-
tion, and it is accounted for, as the water conveys the
feeds of the mofles and coarfe herbage as it flows,
which foon grow to that vigour as to fmother the na.
tural grafs of the foil: as a remedy for this, the furface
has been burnt and limed; yet it is noterious, that
limed ground will quickly run to mofs when let out,
but by a timely attention it may be nipped in its early
growth and totally deftroyed. Coal-athes will, when
ftrewed over young mofs, very quickly confume it;
old land, which is hide-bound arnd long in grafs, is apt
to yield mofs, but by fcarifying the furface and fprink-
ling lime it has been fuccefsfully banithed; by throw-
ing frefh pure earth into the refervoir, from whence
the water is commanded, or in the trench, which con-

veys



160 STATISTICAL SURVEY

veys it to the meadow, the vegetative properties are
highly promoted; on decp foils quick lime thrown
into the ftream will have a very rapid effet, and is a

very cheap and certain mode of manuring®.

Szer. 4. General Subjeiis.

The population is great in thefe baronies, but the
villages and towns are very inconfiderable in fize or
wealth.

The village of Shercock is fituate in the barony of
Clonchee, lies high, and is but of mean appearance; it
has a weekly market, in which no commodity is fold
but yarn. This village is on the eftate of

Ruxton, Efg. of Ardee, in the county of Louth. The
Rev. Alan Noble Adams is the only gentleman refid-
ing in this neighbourhood.

A new church has been this fome time paft erefted
here, for which a very adequate fum was granted, but
it is yet unfinithed; how often do we find the like in-
ftances of mifapplication of money in church property,
not to give it a harfher epithet?

The

* For the extraordinary effelis of irrigation, and times of
applying this manure, fee Queen’s County Reports—Page

(33
o
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The foil around this village is light, and the grounds
much elevated ; the hay-grafs is particularly fweet,
though it grows on a very light foil. The farms are
fmall, and on about 300 acres of glebe land the cabins
give a difgufting appearance of fqﬁalid poverty. The
year's fubfiftence is not attainable from the lands, and
they buy much corn in the neighbouring county of
Louth.

The leafes in the vicinity are generally for three
iivcs, and fomewhat better for building ground in the
town; the rents are principally made from the loom,
and the women contribute much by {pinning.

‘The lake at Shercock is a very fine fheet of water,
being lﬁany miles in circumference. This lake is faid
to be one of the principal fources of Lough Erne,
to which it flows, branching off by Coote-hill and the
demefne of Annalee; uniting with the great waters from
Bellamont foreft and Dawfon Grove lakes, at Tullavin,
and thence winds on through an extent of country
into Lough Erne. This lake is named Lough Seelin,
and but a few yéars ago was beautifully furrounded
with full grown timber; the hills, which rife fo pic-
turefque, awe this expanfe of water, and were thickly
planted, but now not a tree remains.

The fituation for fuch ornamental improvements was
moft happy, but the miferable appearance of the coun-
try around, and the forry village on its banks, has left
nothing but this fine fheet of water to recommend it.

' M On
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On the town-land of Glafleck, about two miles
fouth of Shercock, contiguous to the Bailyborough
road, on the eftate of John Singleton, Efq. is a great
vein of ftrong ftong coal, of a very fulphureous'quali‘-
ty, courfing the bed of a narrow glen, through which
runs a {mall ftream, that after heavy floods rifes con-
fiderably, and flows with great rapidity. When this
vein is denuded of the foil by the waters of the {tream,
it refembles a rock of limeftone, and is of a blucith co-
lour, but when chipped is of a deep and fparkling
black: along the high ridge of land ruoning fouth,
it appears within fix inches of the furface; after the
fiream has fallen, an iron ore and a firong mineral
{pews from the joints of the mine,

There cannot be any coal mine more eafily worked;
at prefent one man with a row-iron and {pade could
raife above a ton weight daily. ;

By the ready afliftance I received from Mr. Alan
Adams, we raifed fome of this coal; that part near the
farface burned deadly and was flaty, but what was
raifed from about the depth of twelve or eightcen
inches was much more lively, and emitted a ftrong
blue flame, which waved a long time over the top of
the fire; the flack feemed excellent for a lime-kiln.

I apprehend the quality of this coal is of the fame
nature of the Caftlecomber collieries, in the county of
Kilkenny, and where {o near the fu;face it was fo very
promifing, it may be concluded it is excellent at 2 due

depth.
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depth. The very littde expenfe and labour neceflary

to work it is a matter of great encouragement to give
it a fair trial, and the great demand for fuel in Louth,
which juft adjoins, and its aptitude for bleachers
ufes ought to fimulate fome ative adventurers to em-
bark in a bufinefs, which doubtlefs would well repay
them.

Bailyborough is a very mean village in the fame ba-
rony, but has an excellent market; the church is on
an eminence and commands the town, which is on the
eftate of Thomas Charles Stewart Corry, Efq. of
Rockcorry, in the county of Monaghan. This gentle-
man inherits this eftate from the late Charles Stewart,
Efg. who long reprefented this county in parliament,
and whofe improvements and family manfion are cone
tiguons to this village, as is the bleach-green of Mr.
Speers: there is another alfo in the barony, Mr. George
the proprietor. The crops around this vicinity confift
of potatoes, flax, and oats, and are very poor. Here,
as in Shercock neighbourhood, fome {mall farmers
have two cows, and they make ‘fome butter for mar-
ket, which is brought up for Newry export, as alfo are
their pigs, which make a confiderable article of trade.

I know of no town more negleéted, or which has
better capabilities than Bailyborough; its diftance from
other markets, and many internal advantages, could
readily raife it to a ftate of profperity and confequence,
were there any encouragement given, and though it

M2 has
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has been a principal flage on the northern road, it is
now without an inn. 'When Mr. Corry, who is but yet
a minor, fhall duly confider the matter, he will doubt-
lefs complete the improvements, which his worthy
predeceffor had in view, and which muft greatly tend
to his own intereft as well as the general and public
benefit.

A famous lake, or rather pool, which is on the
road between Bailyborough and King’s Court on the
faommit of a2 mountain, is celebrated fot its™antifcor-
butic virtues imparted by the padents bathing in it,
and rubbing the mud to the affeCted parts, which
rarely fail of being effetually cured 5 this very power-
ful remedy is teftified by all the country around, it is
fignificantly called Lough-on-leighaghs, or the heal-
ing lake,

Its diftance from Bailyborough is two and an half
miles, and three from King’s Court; this lake well de-
ferves a minute inveftigation, as much from the fingu-
larity of its fituation, and the virtues of its waters, as
well as from the particular circumftances attending it,
of never rifing or lowering; neither is there any evident
fupply to keep up fo deep a body of water, nor does
any difcharge appear whatfoever to iffue from it; be-
fides, it is remarkable that the {un or atmofphere has
no effe@ either in imparting its genial influence, or in
reducing its waters by attradtion, nor has it ever been
frozen or its temperature altered in the {fevereft winter.

‘ The



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 165

‘The lake does not cover more than half a fquare rood,
in area, and is fituated on the fummit of a mountain,

which has a range of lofty hills to the eaft and weft.

‘The grounds to the weftward are confiderably higher.

For about fix feet from the furface the water is pure

ami clear, but within one foot deeper it is muddy, and

this mud continues for an unfathomable depth ; it gra-

dually approaches to a heavy thick mud at about thirty
feet depth. I am aflured by very refpectable gentle-

men, who Bive in this neighbourhood that an immenfe
coil of line, to which a heavy weight was affixed, had
not found the bottom, but I cannot ftate the Iength of
, the chord.  The mud, which is doubtlefs the efficaci-
ous part, at'the depth of thirty feet, is procured bya
pole of that length, round which 2 thick rope of hay
is.iwiﬁed, being turned round ia the POol, to which it
adheres, and comes up in a greafy fhining fubftance
refembling tar.  As a corroborating proof that the
virtue is pr'mc':ipally‘in the mud, this is frequently fent
many miles diftance to patients affliéted with fcrophu-
lous complaints, and many inftances have been known
of a certain cure having been effeéted.—The water has
fome litde tinéture of chalybegté in faﬁe, but I faw it
in the month of January after great rains,—It is re-
markable that a military gehtieman, who had been
dreadfully affliéted with a leprofy, "and had ineffe@tual-
1y tried the moft celc'bx:a!:éd waters in England, and on
the Continent, was in one feafon effeCtually cured with

this
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this mud : this vicinity was ever aftef dear to him, and
there he refided in perfeét health for many years, and
lived to a very old age. This lake is much frequented
in fummer, from June to Augufl, for bathing, though
the mud is faid to be eﬂicadous at all feafons, with
which the affefted parts are poulticed. “The company
refide at King’s Court or Bailyborough, and walk or
rlde here every day, as there are now but the ruins of
]odgmg houfes, and the veftige of the ladies bath at
‘th'a lake, which lopg ago were well attended to.” After
_bathing, they drink of the well, which is about two
hundred yardslbgélojxié‘ the mountsin, on whofe fummir
‘the lake is, ‘and fome 'ful.)pofe;y its waters are difcharged
here by a fubterraneous paﬁage,’éud by fuch another
‘they are_’fup_i;liéd, whlch I take to be vefj'r €rroneos,
s‘ this water is a ;Bé:r(::{"c.léér fpring,“ not having any.re-
femb]ance in the tafte or colour to the waters of the
lake, wvor is the ﬁream from the well but a mere drib-
ble, and where the fuppl) can come from is fill more
puzzling. ‘

The village of Muff is alfo in thxs neighbourhood,
but of very httlg moment in appeardnce; here is a good
annual horfe fair, and alfo the ruins éf a caftle; itis
contiguous to the thriving town of King’s Court. The
mountains, which are in tﬁe vic'm‘tgr, form a great ridge,
and cultivation is rapidly creeping up their fides, and
fach excellent crops of oats are vielded as well repay
the toil of the improver: the averags rate of land
from feven to ten fillings per acre; when itis a little

clear=d
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cleared of the heéath and furze, it will readily bring

from twelve to fifteen thillings per acre on’a thirty-one
years leafe. The bogs are plenty, and their athes
yield a very ftrong manure. Marle is alfo in abun-
dance, and they are not very diftant from limeftone,
which is fo remarkably powerful on thefe mountains.
Of fhelter this country is remarkably deflitute, and
either fide of the mountain is inhofpitably bleak. Ap-
proaching nearer to the county of Meath, and juft
within its borders; the profpect brightens, and there
are feveral deep glens” and vallies, within which flow’
rapid ftreams and -afford many p16turefque and intereft-
ing feenes.

“"The town -of King’s Court, which nearly bounds the
cotnty of Cavan, and is within this diftri&, was found-
ed not long fince by the late Mervyn Pratt, Efq. and
is now very fpiritedly followed up by the prefent pro-
prietor, his brother, the Reverend Jofeph Pratt. This -
town is ‘;ery confiderably improved, and every day
adds fomething to its confequence : it has feveral ex-
cellent ftone and flated houfes; here is every conveni-
ence for building, as they have the fineft ftone poffible
for this purpofe, and fand and lime very near at hand,
the latter but thirteen pence per barrel unflacked.—
The late Mr. Pratt leafed the town plots and one rood
of garden adjoining, for one guinea per annum, in
perpetuity, and fer four acres of town plot for one
guinea per acre, on a leafe of thirty-one years. This
sncouragement fo effetually fucceeded, that the pre-

fent,
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fent proprictor hag now doubled thefe fums, and pew
bhoufes are conftantly adding—a market houle has
been built, as alfo a very neat church and a hand{ome
chapel, and a difpenfary is well attended to under the
humane and careful patronage of Mrs. Pratt.

The new roads, which are making, and were fo ma-
terially wanted, will confiderably add to the town, and
ferve its very promifing market.

“ Mr. Prats improvemeats are well decorated with
excellent plantations; the houfe, which was lately
built for a lodge, is fituated in a valley, and furounded
with high grounds, which are quite too near, and en-
tirely fhut out every appearance of profpe@, forming a
perfet amphitheatre.—Through an extenfive wood
rolls a rapid ftream in a deep and narrow glen ; the
rocks, which impede the 'water, forming natural caf-
cades produce a lively and pi€turefque fcene. The
new approach winds through a fertile lawn, and is
well furnithed with young timber. 'The old caftle of
Cabra in ruins, and the many Dasith forts, which
are well planted, are interefling objeéts in this pleafing
landfcape ; from one of thefe, which bound the de-
mefne, the view is moft extenfive and pleafing, com-
prifing noted objets in Arm’agh, Louth, Meath, Mo-
naghan and Cavan counties, commanding alfo the
ipire of Carricmacrofs, and the extenfive lake of
Ballihoe. The nearer views are moft highly enlivened
with the adjoining elegant plantations of Cormy,
where Mr. Fofter has formed a paradife out of the

moft



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 1S9

moft angracious and almoft favage wilds ; and on the
other fide Cabra is bounded with the neat and orna-
mental gronnds of Mullintra, the feat of Mr. James
Pratt. The demefne grounds of Cabra, which imme-
diately adjoin the houfe, were the fite of the old town
of the fame name, and the ruins of the old calftle, which
was the family manfion, are contiguous to the houfe,
but quite too near to have any pleafing effed,
which fuch pieces of antiquity afford in the land{cape.
The foil in this neighbourhood is dry and tilly, and
limeftone is convenient, which refines it very power-
fully; fome wheatand barley is fowed, and tolerable
crops yielded. The demefne of Cormy, the feat of
Henry Fofter, Efq. s very: beautiful, and formed with
great judgment and troe econromy. The whole is now
in the higheft ftate of decoration and improvement.
‘When Mr. Fofter firft began to reclaim this ground it
was a bleak mountain, with fcarce any recommen-
dation; but by great tafle, expenfe, affiduity, and
powerful application of lime, it is now the beft im-
proved demefae in the county. The houfe is planned
with good effet, being intended as a wing to an extend
five manfion, as are alfo the offices, which are confpi-
cweus for convenience, and on the moft enlarged {cale,
formiag a {pacious fquare, in which every office necei-
fary for the farm-yarci is moft capitally furnithed. In
the barn is a threfhing machine on an excellent plan,
and indeed the yard is well ftocked with almoft every
ufeful and neceffary implement for the modern and

improved hufbandry.
I fhall
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I fhall beg leave to give the view of ane very ulefal
machine, which is here annexed, and which I have not
feen with Mr, Fofter; it is peculiarly well adapted for,
hoifting hay and corn to the rick, ina car-load at each

draught.

Tﬁe propartzam are as f l/a‘w,r
The main pole from the ground to the collar 20 feet.
The top pole from the collar to the arm § feet. The
length of the arm from the pole to the pulley and block
14 fect. The length of the {hort part of the arm 8 feet.
Thomas



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 71

Thomas Jarmes Rawfon, Efg. of Cardington near
Athy, in the county of Kildare, is the inventor.
" The garden is divided into fquare plots, each plot
inclofed with a low beechen hedge, and is very well
Jaid out. The drill hutbandry is followed with the
greatelt fucccf's; and the lands are laid down with
clover and artificial graffes in the greateft heart; the
-green crops are alfo in fine vigour on the moft exten-
five fcale, all drilled and regularly, horfe-hoed; the
firieft theéepawalks are now acquired, and ftall feeding
is. engaged in on an extenfive fcale. The neatnefs,
the regularity, the economy, and the uncommon fuc-
cefs, which attends Mr. Fofter’s hufbandry, evince the
correctnefs of his moft comprehenfive and correct ideas
4n this delightful feience; and if the elegant improve-
ments-of Cormy, which bear:fo firiking a ministure re-
Hemblance to the beautiful and extenfive plantations at
Collon, fhould hereafter infpire the Mufe, the would
doubtefs reprefent Ceres, and all the wood nymphs
“in her train, crowning Mr. Fofter with the rural wreath
and “the rewards of agriculture; to him indeed every
praife is due, no individual in the county has to boaft
half his exertions, which have met with the fulleft
-fuccefs:. The plantations of Cormy, which received
the Dublin Soclety’s premium in the years 1781, and
1784, are in the greatelt vigour, and taken the beft
pofiible care of.
In this diftrict there are but little relics of antiquity;
in & cairn of flones I could trace fome refemblance to

the
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the ancient Leaba-Feine, which was the‘ name given
to the tombs of their chiefs, and is tranflated by Gen.
Vallancey as the bed or graves of the nobles. He
fays, that this name was given to the tombs appertain-
ing to the Milefians, or ancient Irith noblefle; they
confift in general of immenfe rock-fiones placed on
others. cither upright, or laid flat, the covering flone
being placed fome horizontal, others inclined, and of-
ten circumfcribed by 2 wall of loofe flones. On feve-
ral of thefe ftones, efpecially on thofe belonging to the
Druids or Bards, are found inferiptions in fymbolic
and alphabetic charadters,. ipecifying the name and
quality of the perfon interred. According to the rith
Antiguaries, this fpecies of tombs was ‘introduced
about the beginﬁing of the third century, burning the
dead having been univerfally difcontinued throughout
the ifland. A very remarkable tomb of this defcrip-
tion and in great prefervation, which I omitted te make
mention of in my Reports of the County of Monaghan,
ffands in a field adjoining the road between Caftle-
Blaney and Newry, and about two miles from the
bounds of the county of Armagh; but it requires the
{kill of an antiquarian to diftinguifh whether this relic
was a tomb or an altar, as it bears a ftrong affinity to
. that {pecies-of ftone altar, which in the Colle€tanea is
called Crom-leck, or the ftone of devotion, from Crem
to bow down or worthip, and Jeck a {tone, a name

given
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given at this day to a fpecies of Druidic altars, fiill re-
maining in different parts of Ireland, confifting general-
Iy of an inclined rock-ftone, fupported by feveral up-
right ones, thereby forming a room or apartment, in
which the Druids attending the fervice of the altar ge-
nerally refided, on which account they were alio de-
pominated Bothal, or houfe of God, and were nearly
of the fame conftrnftion with thofe eredted by Abra-
‘ham and the Patriarchs, mentioned by Mofes, and
called Bethel, which in the Hecbrew language is of
the fame fignification as Bothal in Irith. Thefe altars
were dedicated to the Supreme Being, or firft caufe,
called frequently Crom-al, or the All Powerful Being,
and erefted either on plains, or on eminences in the
centre of dark and thick woods. The vi&tims facri-
ficed on them were deer or oxen, whence on many of
them canals are cut in the ftone, into which the blood
flowed at the time of facrifice, in order that divinations
might be taken therefrom. There was no ftated pe-
riod for facrifice offered to Crom; but when any per-
fon was willing to confult fate or Providence, relative
to the future events of his own affairs, either in war
or the chace, he brought the vi&im to the Druid, who
from the ftate of the entrails and flowing of the blood 4
drew prefages relative to the fuccefs or the failure of
the enterprize.

After the eftablifhment of polytheifin among the
Celtic nations, little adoration was paid to the Supreme

belng.
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Leing. Confucius is faid to be the firft, who reftored
it among the Eaflern people, and according to. the
Irith Antiquaries, it was introduced into this ifland by
'Tighernas, about two hundred and fixty years before
the Chriftian era, but was viclently oppofed by the
Druids, who favoured the doétrine of polytheifm,
whence Tighernas and his followers are reported to
have been deftroyed, during the time of facrifice, at
Magh-Sleuchta in the county of Leitrim. The wor-
fhip of the true God, however, from this period gained
ground in Ireland, but was not univerfal until about
the middle of the third century, when Cormac, King
of North Leinfter, openly declared in favour of the
vnity of the Deity, and condemned all degrees of poly-
theifm; a circumltance, which greatly contributed to
the introduction of Chriftianity fome ages after. Seve-
ral of the altars of Crom are yet remaining nearly en-
tire in feveral parts of Ireland, particularly at Tolin
and Brownftown in the county of Carlow, and. near
Dundalk in the county of Louth. ,

" The cairn I alluded to in #3is county ftands on the
fummit of the loftieft mountain of that range between
King’s- Court and Bailyborough, and about a mile or
better from Lough-on-leighaghs, which I have juft
row deferibed.

The features of the country in Caftleraghan barony
are net very inviting; and entering Cavan from Meath

county,
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county, near the village of Monalty, the {oil fhews 2
deep loam and fiiff argil below, very {pongy, covered
with ruthes, and a great prg)portlon is under bog: the
appearances of limeftone are very fcanty and of a poor
quality ; but when lime has been well applied, the land
{eems to be very confiderably improved, but I fhould
fuppofe limeftone gravel was a more proper manure.
The difpofition of the furface is very favourable to
draining; in the bogs about two fpades depth, is a
thick firatum of a very green gravel, which would be
-extremely it for ploughing into the uplands, merely to
open the foil, although it does not feem to poflefs any
calcareous quality. Fuel is very abundant; the huts
are very mean and filthy; but well covered and warm.
Their inclofures are the beft foil they poflels, reared
up in great heaps, but quite naked, without any quick
or thorn; if this mould was mixed with lime butin 1,
{imall proportion, and ploughed into their foil, it would
be an excellent manure, and there are quarries in
abundance of green ftrong flate and .ftome, which
could afford inclofures, and feem only calculated for
fuch purpofes, or for making drains, which are here
particularly required.

The furface is very hilly in this diftrict, and ex-
tremely irregular, but the roads are as good, rather
better than in other parts of the county, neither is
there a fcarcity nor a profufion of water. The paf-

turage
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turage is only for milch cows and horfes; the far
greater proportion of the farms are under tillage.

The farmers, though of flender capital, yet expend
very confiderably in liming, the value of which they
are now fenfible of; yet the limeftone they ufe is far
diftant, and very coftly. No wheat is fowed here, the
foil being fo wet; potatoes, flax, and oats are yet the
rotation of crops, and of the former they generally
take two crops fuceeflively, and three of the latter.
Lime is the beft manure for 2ll crops in this foil. The
limefione, which is ufed, is very white, rugged, and
crumbly, and of the higheft caleareous quality. The
blue limeftone here is very inferior and hard, and only
partiaily had. | Burning the furface is confiderably
purfued, and will bring an excellent crop ; the foil is
fo very deep they do not injure it, as they are attentive
not to over-crop, on which account their burning is
never oppofed. The value of labour is eftimated from
eight pence to ten pence through the year, but little
demand for hired labourers.
. Virginia is 2 very mean market town in this barony,
on the banks of the great lake of Ramor, which flows
into the Blackwater river, and thence to the Boyne.
In this lake are feveral iflands, in which are the ruins

of old caftles; it is of very great extent, and of much
‘ greater circamference than Shercock lake; the ancient
appearance muflt have heen ver;' beautiful and pic-

turefque,
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turefque, when the iflands were covered with-fine
timber ; at prefent the lake only is engaging; the bleak
‘iflands’ are but a foil to its beauties, though at a dif-
tance the ruins thereon are picturefque. Contiguous to
this are the neat improvements of Fortland Lodge, the
feat of H. Maxwell, Efq.; near Mullogh is another
very extenfive lake, whofe waters are difcharged by
“another courfe into the fame river. The fmall village
of Kill is on the bounds of this and Clonmoghan ba-
rony; Ballyjamesduff is only to be obferved as a ftage
on the road to Cavan town, as there is nothing to re-
commend it; contiguous to it is a fpacious lake, but of
comparative extent with either of the preceding. The
late Alderman Bevan at his own expenfe funk 2 (haft
near this village, adjoining the eftate of the Earl of
Farnham, and came to unerring indications of good
coal, but did not purfue the work; it would be
well worth the attention of the prefent poffeflor to re-
fame it, as the principal trouble and expenfe is aiready
accomplithed: what an acquifition would fuch a difco-
very be to the neighbouring county of Louth, which is
fo poorly fupplied with fuel, and what refources
would it infure to the proprietor? Daly’s-bridge is a
{mall village on the borders of Weftmeath; it is fituate
in Clonmoghan barony, and contiguous to the great
lake of Sheelin or Shenklin, which is of very confider-
able magpitude, and cxtends to Finnoe in Wefltmeath,
N where
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where it communicates with Lough Inny, thence flow-
ing through Loungford, its waters are difcharged iuto
the Shannon. In thefe waters are feveral fmall iflands,
and alfo the ruins of a church and a caftle. The lake
touches on four counties, and is the point of divifion
between them, viz. Cavan, Longford, Eaft and Weft
Meath. This little town of Daly’s-bridge is the only
town in Clonmoghan barony. The fame irregular
furface is obfervable throughout, but the ground is
not fo elevated, neither are the hills of fiuch extent in
area nor {o lofty : the foil is much drier and ftter for
wheat culture, yet littde of it is fo occupied. The
farms are yet larger than thofe in the preceding baro-
nies; the river of Crofsdony rifes from a lake in the
centre of this barony, and a part of the village ftands in
this diftrict.

The land at this extremity is worfe than the centre,
not fo tilly but very wet, and the rent not about ss. per
acre extraordinary.

The great lake of Gawnagh, and the village of
Scraba in Longford county, juft touches on the extre-
mitv of this county in Clonmoghan, and is beautifully
indented, and the banks very well wooded.  Mr.
Sloane, who refides near Crofsdony, has a good bleach,
mill, which is the only one in this baroay.

At Kilcogy, near Glan; is the feat of Mr, Pallis,
which is well ornamented and improved, and is con-

tiguous
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tignous to the beautiful waters of Lough Sheelin, which
is charmingly wooded, where alfo are the handfome
plantations of Mr. Nugent on the borders of Eaft
Meath. In this diftri€ near Old Caftle, Mr. Tatlo is
extending very judicious improvements.

!

N2 CHAP.
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CHAP XL

BARONY OF TULLAGHGARVEY.

SECTION 1.

Agriculture.

THIS barony appears to be by no means inferior to
any in- the county, either in improvements, navigable
line, or trade, in which it particularly excels, and its
lands are high, eafily rendered tilly with a flight ap-
plication of lime, and yield very abundant crops, As
thefe lands “are acceflible to the plough, we find that
mode of culture more generally adopted, and it varies
from two to three horfes abreaft, as the {oil is more or
lefs weighty.

Farms are divided in general from three to twenty
acres, except where demefne lands interfere, and thefe
are moltly grazed or turned to meadow. The poor
farmers, who are all manufalturers, have about one-
third of their farms under labour, which is occupied

with potatoes, flax, and oats. They generally break
up
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tp as much ground every year as théy can manure
with their fcanty dunghill, and plant potatoes in the V
laz§-bed manner; the following feafon they divide or
fplit the ridges, and make the ridge where the trench
was before, and thus have two crops of potatoes for
one year’s dung. A fmall portion of this tilled ground
is then appropriated to flax, and the remainder to oats
for two or three crops {ucceflively, and they let out the
land to reft without fowing any kind of grafs feeds.
The produce of thefe lands may be only given by efli-
mation, as their crops are not for fale, merely for the
fupport of the family., The very needieft fometimes
are obliged to fell, which they do very unwillingly,
perhaps to pay rent, and thus they muft buy again at
dear rates in fummer. As no more land is tilled than
they eftimate will anfwer to their coafumption, the
loom is their main dependance, its profits pay their
rents, and provide clothing, fuel, &c.

- Their crops may perhaps rate'at from ten to fifteen
barrels of oats, per Irith acre; flax yields from three
and an half to four and an half ftone, per perch. Pota-
toes here have an excellent produce, and it is no un«
common <crop to yield fixty barrels per acre, of forty-
cight ftones to the barrel.

This mode of hufbandry, courfe of crops, and fize
of farms, being the pretty general or average return of
Cavan, accounts why there is not a market for gl:ain
in the county ; meal and potatoes are indeed for fale,

but
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but for the latter there is little demand. The flaple

commodities are the materials for the linen manufac-
ture; they never ufe oxen in the plough, nor feed
them but in the demelne parks for home flaughter,
and a very {mall portion is under fheep-walk, or adapt«
ed for {uch feeding; of courfe, no idea of cultivating
green food has ever been in contemplation, nor are
the paftures indebted to any thing but the hand of
Nature, which here fhe has not very lavithly fpread,
but with a coatfe aquatic grafs.

HEMP.

. The culture of this waluable plant has hitherto been un-
known in Cavan, or indeed in Ireland, but the late mifun-
derflanding awith the Northern powers of Europe induced
the tiuflees of the linen manufalture to. offer very confider-
able premiums for its growth in lIreland, and as fmerz;l
gentlemen in this county are anxious to promote this laydable
defign, and are unacquainted with its management, I bere-
with at their vequeft annex the mode of culture, as praftifed
in Suffolky with fome general obfervations theresn, which
ave literally copied from the General View of the Agricul-
ture of the County of Suffolk. I fball in the next fection
give the mode of culture of this plant taken from the Somer-
[etfbire Survey, awbhich feems wery different frqm that adopt-
ed it Suffolky and leave my readers to adopt either mode as

they
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they may judge beft fuited to their foil. That mode vecom-
mended by the Linen Board is the fame as mentioned in the
Somerfetfhive Swrvey; but it fhould be obferved, that the
authory Mr. Billingsley, does nat fay, that this plant is cul-
tivated awithin the county of Somerfety and only gives gene-
ral direftions for vearing it. At all events, awhere flax
bufbandry is fo much followed as in Cavan, and its culture
and dreffing, &5'c. feem fo well fuited to that praftifed with
hemp, a little time muft lead to a confiderable, if not a per-
Jfect knowledge of its management, which would fo material-
ly envich the kingdom, and Jfave fuck immenfe fums as are
annually paid for its importation.  In the clofe of the next
Jection will be alfe given the premiums gffered by the Linen
Board, for the culture of hemp.

- ON HEMP.

FROM THE GENERAL.VIEW OF THE AGRICULTURE OF
THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK.

« The diftri¢t of country, in which this article of
cultivation is chiefly found, extends from Eye to Bec-
cles, fpreading to the breadth of about ten miles,
which oblong of country may be confidered as its
head-quarters.

It is in the hands of both farmers and cottagers;
but it is very rare to fee more than five or fix acres in
the occupation of any one man. With cottagers, the

more
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more cocmmon method is, to fow it every year on the
fame land: there is a piece at Hoxne, which has been
under this crop for {feventy {ucceflive years. The foil-
preferred is, what is called in the diftrict, mixed land,
that is, fandy loam, moift, and putrid, but without
being ftiff or tenacious; in one word, the beft land
the country contains; and does well, as may be {fup-
pofed, on old meadow, and low bottoms near rivers.
They manure for it with great attention; fo that it may
be taken as a maxim, that hemp is not often fown
without this preparation: of dung and moulds, twenty-
_ five three-horfe loads per acre; of dung alone, fixteen
loads. This is done direétly after wheat fowing is
finithed.
The tillage confifts in three earths, with harrowing
fufficient to make the foil perfe&tly fine; and it is laid
flat, with as few furrows as poffible.

Time of fowing, from the middle to the end of
April, but will bear being fown all May. It is often
found, that the early fown yields hemp of the beft
quality.

Quantity of feed, eleven pecks per acre, at the price
of one thilling or two fhillings a peck, generally from
fixteen to cighteen-pence. Much is brought from
Downham, and the fens; the feeded hemp is not fo
good by eighteen-pence or two (hillings the {tone.

No weeding is ever given to it, the hemp deftroying

every other plant.

It
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Itis pulled’thirteen or fourteen weeks after fowing;
the wetter the feafon, the longer it ‘ftands, and it bears
a:dry year better than.a wet one; make no diftinétion
in pulling, between the male and female, or femble and

_feed hemp, as depominated in fome places. In the
Cambridgefhire fens they are frequently feparated,
which may arife from their hemp being coarfer, and
the ftalk iarger. The price of pulling is one fhilling a
peck of the feed fown, or eleven fhillings an acre, and
beer;*but if it comes in harveft, the expenfe is higher.
Tt is tied vp in fimall bundles called baizs.

It is always water-reszed*; clay-pits preferred to any
running water, and cleaned out ence in feven or eight
years, An acre of three fmall waggon loads are laid
in one bed. They will water five times in the fame
hole; but it is thought by fome too much. If necef-
{ary to wait, they pull as the hole is ready, not chufing
to leave it on the land after pulled.

Ir

* Generally; but 1n a circle of about fix miles round
Thilnetham, the greater part is never put into the water at
all, but is dew-retted, which is done by laying it on pafture
ground, for from three to fix weeks according to the feafon,
and turned five or fix times. This procefs cofls about one
thilling per flone per acre, including pulling, fpreading,
turning,‘ and getting up; and the hemp at market is not
worth fo much by wwo fhillings per ftone, as that which hath
been water-retted, and therefore probably the cuftom of dew-
retting 15 only followed to any confiderable degree, where
there are not pits fufficient to water-ret what grows in a dif-
tri—Note by & Correfpondent of the Board.
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It is generally four days in the water, if the weather
is warm, if not, five; but they examine and judge by
feeling it. The expenfe is twelve to fifteen fhillings an
acre,

The grafling requires about five weeks; and, if
there are fhowers, conftantly turned thrice a week; if
not, twice a week. This is always on grafs lands or
layers. It is done by women; the expenfe ten. thillings
an acre. It is then tied up in large bundles of eight or
ten bgifs, and carted home to a barn or houfe to break
direétly. '

Breaking is done by the flone, at one fhilling, There
are many people in the diftri€t, whe do It, and earn
fifteen or fixteen-pence a day, and beer. The offal is
called hemp _fpeaves, makes good fuel, and fells at two-
pence a flone: -

It is then marketable, and fold by fample at Dis,
Harling, Bungay, &«. price 5s. 6d. to 8s. a flone; ge-
nerally 70.64.  In 1793, 104

The buyer heckles it, which is done at 1s. 6d. a
ftone; he makes it into two or three forts: lng firike,
Short firike, and pudl toy. Women buy it and fpin ie
into yarn, which they carry to market, and {ell at prices
proportioned to the finenefs. This the weaver bays,
who converts it into cloth, which is fold at market alfo.
The fpinners earn better and more fteady wages,
than by wool: a common hand will do two fkains a
day, three of which are a clue, at nine-pence, confe-

quently
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quently the earns fix-pence a day, and will look to her
family and do balf a clue. Nor is the trade, like
wool, fubjeét to great depreffions, there being always
mere work than hands; the confequence of a brifk de-
mand. - They begin to {pin at foar or five years old:
it is not fo difficult to fpin hemp as wool; but beft to
learn with: the rock.  For very fine yarn, one fhilling a
clae is paid for fpinning. About Hoxne, the yarn is
half whitened before weaving; but in other places,
weave (it brown, which is réckoued better. The
weavers of fine cloth earn 16s. or 18s. a week, mid-
dling 1o0s: - .

The fabrics. wrought in this country from their
own hemp have great merit. They make it to 3s. 6d.
and 4+, 6d. a yard, yard wide, for fhirts; and I was
fhewn fheets and table linen, now quite good, after
twenty yéars wear. Huckabacks, for table linen, 134.
to 4s. a yard, ell wide.

The produce of an acre may, on an average, be
reckoned forty-five ftone, at 7s. 64. Some crops rife
to fifty-five, and even more; and there are bad ones fo
low as twenty-five. If fold on the ground as it ftands,
generally 15, a rod, or 8/ an acre.

The
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The account of an acre may be thus eftimated:

EXPENSES.
AR X
Rent, tithe, and rates, - - 1 10 ©
Manure, 25 loads, at 1+. 64. - 117 6
Three earths, at 44. harrow included, 012 o
Seed, - < . - - o156 6
Sowing, - - - - .o o 6
Pulling, - - - - o 12 10
‘Watering, - - - - 012 ©
Graffing, - - - - o106 o
Breaking, - - - - 212 6
Carriage and delivery, . - - o 5§ o
£9 8 1o
PRODUCE.
Forty-five ftone, at 7s. 64. - fa617 6
Expenfes, - - - 9 8 10
Profit, - - L7 8 8

All accounts of this fort muft be received with due
allowances for many variations. The preceding was
taken at Hoxne; but at Beccles (where, however, the
quantity cultivated is not equally great) a very different
mode of calculation takes place, and rent is valwed.

EXPENSE.,
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EXPENSE.
£. s. D
Rent, tithe, and rates, - - 4 0o ©
Manure, - - - - 3 o
Tillage, - - - - I 4 ©
Seed, twelve pecks, - - 116 o
Pulling, - - - - o019 ©
Watcring, - - - - 012 ©
Graffing, - - - - ©oioc o
Breaking, - - - - 2 10 ©
L1411 o0

PRODUCE.
Fifty ftone, at 8. - ~ fo20 o o
Expenfes, - - - 14 11 ©
Prefit, - - L5 9 o

The common method is, to fow turnips on the land
immediately after the hemp is cleared: this is for pro-
ducing, among the little occupiers, fome food for a cow
and the family. With good management, one plough-
ing and one hoeing will carry them to the value of 30s.
But an evil arifing from the pratice is, that the land

“muft, for the next crop, be mucked in the fpring, when

carting
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¢ The foil and feafon make a very material differ-
ence in the produce and quality. An acre will produce
from 25 to 6o ftone; an average crop may be eftimated
about 36 or 38.

«« Hemp, when left for feed, is feldom water-retted,
from the additional trouble and expenfe; but I am of
opinion, it would be better if fo done. Tt is generally
ftacked and covered during the winter, and is {pread
upon meadow-land in Janwary or February., If the
feafon fuits, (particularly if covered with fnow) it will
come to a.good colour, and make {trong coarfe cloths.
Fr is much inferior to hemp pulled in proper time, and
water-retted.

¢ The cuftom of many places is, to dew-ret their
hemp; that is, to {pread it on meadow-land as foon as
pulled, and turn it frequently; but this is a very bad
method of retting it; the bark ,will‘come off complete-
Iy—it therefore requires more violent means of bleach-
ing the yarn, and confequently diminithes the firength.
It is likewife much fooner injured in rainy feafons than
hemp water-retted: water-retting is performed by bind-
ing the hemp in fmall bunches, with the nnder hemp,
when pulled, and, 2s foon as may be, placed in rows
croffing each other in the water, and immerfed. Stand-
ing water is deemed the beft: it requires four, five, or
fix days {teeping, til the outfide coat eafily rubs off;
and is then fpread on meadow-land, and turped fre-
quently until finithed. The fame water will not be

proper
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proper for receiving hemp more than three times in a
feafon, and the firft water always produces the beft co-
lour, in the leaft time, ' )
¢ But I do not pretend to give exa& dire€tions for
managing hemp; it can only be acquired by pra&ic.e.
‘When the hemp is retted, it is Bound up in fheaves or
large bunches, and with a machine called a brake the
cambuck is broken in pieces, and with a fwingle is
cleared from the fmall remaining pieces of the cam-
buck, and then bound up in ftones. In Suffolk 143
pounds of hemp is deemed a ftone. The hemp, which '
breaks off in the operation, and called fhorts, is bound
up by itfelf, and is about half the value of the long
hemp. )

« The price of breaking hemp varies with the length,
and the eafe or difficulty, with which the cambuck fe-
parates from it: from 124. to 18d. or 20d. is paid; 124,
and 144. are the molt common prices. The refufe is
only fit for burning, and is fold from one penny to
two-pence per fack.

¢ T have been informed there are miils erefted for
Greaking flax; and, as the mode of breaking is fimilar,
I imagine they migﬁt be applied to hemp. In fome
parts of the country, where much hemp is grown,
this might prove a confiderable faving. But, as hemp
is very bulky before it is broken, aad {mall quan-
tities only are grown in each village, in general, T fear
-1t would not anf{iver the expenfe to eret many of them.

-
“ When
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. % When the hemp is broken, it is fit for market, and,
iy purchafed by hecklers. Dis, Harlefton, and Halef-
worth, are confiderable markets for hemp; but the
ggeatéﬁ quantity is fold to neighbouring hecklers, with-
out carrying to market. .

«¢ The prices vary very much: dew-ret hemp fells
from 14.-to 184. or 25. lower than water-ret. The prefent
p;ic.e of ‘the beft water-ret is about 8s. 64. per ftone:
thislprice is very high. Dew-ret hemp is proper for
coarfe yarns only; and if that were made from water-
retted hemp, it would be ﬁronger and of a better Qs
lour. A

¢ The firlt operation of the heckler, is bunchiug or
beating the hemp; this was formerly, and is fiill, in
fome places, done by hand, but in Suffolk is now al»
ways done by a mill, which lifts up two, and fome,
times three heavy beaters alternately, that play upon
the hemp, while it is turned by 2 man or boy to receive
the beaung regularly This mill is fometimes worked
by a horfe, and fometimes by water; but I think a ma-
ch?ne might be conflructed to fave the expenfé of
either. ~In this I may be miftaken.

¢ The time, requifite for beaﬁng the hemp, varics
-according to the quality of it, and the purpofes it is in-
:Leaded for; the finer the tow is intended to be, the
nmore beating the hemp requires. * When bunched, it is
drefled or combed by drawing it through the heckles,
relembling wool-combers tools, oniy fixed. The prices

o paid
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paid the heckler vary in different places, and with the
different degrees of finenefs, to which it is drefled;
from three farthings to two-pence per pound is paid;
and the earnings are from 15d. or 164. to 2s. per
day.

¢« In the hemp trade there are no fixed rules for
combing, as in the wool trade. The fame hemp is
dreffed finer or coarfer, to fuit the demands of the pur-
chafers. It is fometimes divided into two or three
forts of tow, and fometimes the whole is worked toge-
ther for one fort. The prices of tow vary, from about
6d. to 184. per pound.

« The heckler either fells the tow to fpinners and to
weavers, or puts it out to fpin himfelf, and fells the
yarn to the weavers. The prices of fpinning vary with

the finenefs of the yarn. .
' d. d.

1 clue from 2 pound is worth fpinning, about 7 or 6%
17 clue fromapound, - - - - BLor8

¢ clues from a pound, - - - ~ gtorg
2% clues from a pound, - - - - 1ct or 10
3 clues from a pound, - - - - 12

¢ The {pinners, who buy the tow, fell their yarn to
neighbouring weavers, or at the neareft market. The
yarn is reeled, in many places: 2 yards, 1 thread; g0
‘threads, 1 lea; 20 leas, 1 fkain; 3 fkains, one clue,
48¢0 yards: in others, 3 yards, 1 thread ; 40 threads,
1 leas
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1 lea; 20 leas, 1 fkain; 2 fkains, 1 clue, 4800 yards.
The former is the moft convenient method for the
bleacher and weaver.

¢« Weavers, in general, purchafe their yarn from
fpinners in the neighbourhood, or at markets, and deli-
ver it to the whitefter, as he is commonly called, who
returns it,\ bleached, to the weaver; receiving 20 or 21
for bleaching 120 clues.

¢ Bleaching the yarn is performed by laying it in
large tubs, covered with thick cloths, upon which -
afhes are placed; and pouring hot water daily through
it, turping the yarn frequently, until the bark comes
of. It is then rendered whiter, by ipreading it on
poles in the air. This is a difficult part of the bufinefs;
the art confifting in procuring the beft colour with the
leaft diminution of {trength.

<« Weaving is, in general, conduéted in the manner I
have {tated; that is, by purchafing the yarn at market,
and, after bleaching, making it into cloth of various
degrees of finenefs and breadth. The breadths are
half-ell; three-quarters wide; three-quarters and a
nail; feven-cights and yard-wide fheeting; yard wide;
feven yards one-eighth wide; and ell-wide. Prices
from 1od. per yard, half-ell wide, to 4s. or 4s. 64, ¢ll-
wide.

#¢ Exceeding good huckaback is alfo made from
hemp, for towels and common tablescloths, The

o2 iow
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“low-pticed hemps are a general wear for. hufband-
men, fervants, and labouring manufalturers; the forts
from 184. to 2s. per yard, are the ufual wear of farm-
ers and tradefmen; the finer forts, feven-eighths wide,
from 2r. 64. to 35 6d. per yard, are preferred by
many gentlemen, for firength and warmth, to other
linen. :

« The largeft quantity of -hemp is fold as it comes

Ffrom the loom, and bleached by the purchafers; but
Fomre yuantity is bleached, ready for weaving, either
%oy the weaver or by a whitefter: this is dore by bail-
‘ing it in lye {made from afhes,) and frequently fpread-
ing it-on the grafs till it & white.

« Many weavers vend their cloths entirely by retail,
‘intheir neighibourheod; others to fhopkeepers, princi-
pally in the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, and .in
part of Effex, and others. at Dis, where there is 2 hall
for the fale of hemp cloth, once a week; and ar Nor-
wich, where there is a firect occupied by weavers,
from different parts -of “the ‘country, who have fhops
inie

¢ The earnings of the journeyman weaver vary con-
iiderably, from the feafon; frofty, windy, and very. dry
weather being unfavourable; and they vary alfo, from
the great difference in fkill, and the quality of the ma-
terials to work upon: they may earn from about 1s. to

5. 6. per day;in extra cafes, more.. .

« I think,
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¢ [ think, Sir, you will perceive, from the flatement
I have given of the manner, in which the hemp tradeis .
conduted, the impofiibility of afcertaining, with any
tolerable degree of certainty,- the profits arifing from -
an acre of hemp, converted into cloth; and that efli-
mates, drawn from fources fo vague and uncertain,
would be more likely to miflead than inform.
- s I will now, agreeably to your requeft, proceed to
mention a few hints, which may tend to the improve~ .
meet and extenfion of the trade.

¢ Although I have ftated hemp, in the procefs
of manufaturing, to pafs through the hands of the
breaker, heckler, fpinner, whitefter, weaver, and bleach-
er of cloth, yet many of thefe different operations are
frequently carried on under the direftion of the fame
perfon. Some weavers bleach their own yarn and
cloth; others their cloth only: others heckle their tow,
and put it out to {pinners; others buy the tow, and put
it ont; and a few carry on the whole of the trade them-
felves. This latter is the plan I purfue, the advantages
appearing to me confiderable.

¢« When the trade is conduéted by different perfons,
their interefts often clafh : by under-retting the hemp,
the grower increafes the weight; by flightly beating iz, -
the heckler increafes the quantity of tow, but leaves it
fuller of bark; by drawing out the thread beyond the-
ftaple, the fpinner increafes the quantity of yarn, but
injures the quality; by forcing the bleaching, the white.

fley
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fter increafes his profit, but diminifltes the ftrength of
the yarn. The whole thould, therefore, be checked :
and regulated by the weaver, with a view to his ulti- .
mate profit; which, in the hemp-trade, fhould ever be
deemed infeparable from the ftrength of his cloths.

<« It appears to me, that in manufa&uring cloth, in
general, inIreland, Scotland, and elfewhere, ftrength
has ‘been facrificed to finenefs and colour. Flax is
pulled too early (being fineft before it écquires its full
{ftrength,) and drawn beyond its ftaple, to render the
cloth finer, at the price; and although there never was
a time, when the linen manufature excelled fo much
in colour and in finenefs, yet the want of ftrength was
never o univerfally complained of.

¢« The hemp manufalure cannot rival that of flax
in finenefs, nor is it defirable. In colour, itis by na
means deficient, and poffefles this advantage over Irith
and all other linens, that its colour improves in wear-
ing, while theirs declines. But the article, in which
Englith hemp, properly manufa®tured, ftands " unrival-
led, is the ftrength: flax will not bear the leaft compa-
rifon with it, in this refpect; and I can affert, from ex-
perience, that it is far fuperior in ftrength to Ruffian—
the ftrongeft known hemp next to the Englith. Every
regulation made in the trade fhould, therefore, be done
with a view to improve it in this refpe®, and one of
the moft beneficial I conceive to be an increafed boun-
ty on the growth of hemp; if it could be procured,”

the
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the additional bounty to be paid for hemp water-retted
only. If large farmers could be induced to grow it,
as they became habituated to the management of it, the
trouble would decreafe, and the bounty might in time
be difcontinued. '

s¢ The neceflity of keeping up the quality of the
cloths fhould be ftrongly impreffed on the weavers;
perhaps, if premiums were given for the beft manufac-
tured hemp cloths, it might be ferviceable, under pro-
per regulations. I think the public would be found
very much difpofed to encourage a ftrong manufacture
of cloth, and there are fafts, which induce me to
think fo.

¢ Confiderable quantities' of -Ruffian fheeting are
fold in England, merely for their ftrength, as they are
coarfer, at the price, than any other foreign linen.

« Hemp, if known, would always be preferred,
being {tronger than Ruflian, from the quality of the
thread, and, at the fame time, lighter in wathing, which
is often an objeétion to Ruffian,

¢ The quantity of good hemp being gradually in-
creafed, would infenfibly increafe the number of fpin-
ners, and extend the trade. - Some regulations are
wanting, refpeting reeling the yarn. The fame method
the wool trade has adopted, would not, I thiak, fuc-
ceed; as the fpinners often buy the tow, and therefore
it-would be impratticable for an-infpe@tor to examine
the yaro. Bat, if the punilbment were fimilar, and

the
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the owner of the tow, the putter out, or the peifon,sg
whom it was offered, were permitted to profecute, b

might anfwer the purpofe. B

<« In Ireland and in Scotland, 1 am informed, there

is a board, or committee of gentlemen, entrufted with
powers by government for the regulation of the linen
trade: if fome plan of this kind were adopted, I think
it would be very ferviceable, as they would acquiré, in
time, a complete knowledge of the trade, in its differ-
eént branches, and apply {uch rewards and regulations,
ns the different times and fituations would require,
and might extend thefe to circumftances, which general
regulations by parliament could not effedt.
- ¢ In Scotland and in Ireland, each piece of cloth
is ftamped by an officer, with the length, breadth,
and number of one hundred threads contained in the
warp.

« If a fimilar practice were obtained here, it would
have a beneficial tendency; as the length, breadth, and
rate {or number of threads in the warp) being given, it
is.eafy to afcertain, what thould be the weight. If
then a certain mark were put on each piece of hemp,
-manufactured agreeably to the belt rules, it would im-
prove the quality of the cloths, by exeiting competition
-rather in goodnefs than in finenefs. This would alfo
prevent a praétice, which, I fear, prevails greatly; the
felling other clothspmade up to imitate hemp, in lien
of it

““ If
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. %€ If the method T have hinted fhould be found im-
peacticable, fome means fhould be devifed to prevent
this impofition on the public, which, if fuffered to
proceed, will' difcredit, and perhaps ruin the manu-
fattory.

. % You will perceive, Sir, that thefe are, many.of
them, hazarded thoughts, which it would require much
refledtion te mature and reduce to practice.

« You inquire if Suffolk hemp is ufed for ropes?—I
believe, never. It is too fine and dear; and facking is
pfincipally made from Ruffian hemp, although the offal
of Englifh is fometimes ufed.

-¢¢ I hope, Sir, yon will find the above account it
fome degree fatisfactorys if you with any further infor-
mation, I {hall be happy to gi{re it you, as far as in my
power. You will be pleafed to make any ufe of thefe
hints you think proper—concealing my name. I have
inclofed a few fpecimens of hemp cloth, of different de-
grees of finenefs.”

The Rev. Mr: Mills, of Bury, alfo writes thus —
<« Hemp delights in a black rich mould, the richer*

and ftrongert it is, the better. It has fometimes been
fown

* A rich black ftrong foil is beft for every thing; but it
would too much difcourage the culture, if it was fuppofed to
be effentially neceflary: I have feen it thrive well, fown after
turnips fed off on good common friable loams; manare will
make it thrive on any except very dry and fteril foils.—4. 2

t+ A good and friable clay, well manured with mould, will
anfwer: the foil canngt be too rich.
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fown upon the breaking-up an old lay, and where
there has been fufficient depth, with fuccefs. Let the
land be well worked and manured with thirty loads
per acre, about a fortnight before feed time, which is
from the beginning to the end of April; if fown earli-
cr, as the plants are almoft as tender as French-beans,
the frofts would greatly injure, if not totally deftroy
them; the fooner (the feafon permitting) it is {fown, the
better, though it has been fometimes deferred to the
15th of May. Three bufhels and an half of good
bright feed are fufficient for an acre, which fhould be
gently and lightly harrowed in: the birds muft be kept
off the land dll the plants appear: the time of pulling
is about the beginning of Auguft, or, more properly
fpeaking, thirteen weeks from the time of fowing: the
leaves turning yellow and the ftalks white, are figns of
its maturity; the male and female hemp are pulled to-
gether: indeed when the crop is thick, it is impoffible
to feparate them. The expenfe of pulling is generally
eftimated at one fhilling per peck, according to the
quantity originally fown.

« When it is all taken up and bound in finall bun-
dles, with bands at each end, to fuch a bignefs as you
can grafp with both hands, it is conveyed to the pond
of ftanding water (if a clay-pit the better,) where it
is laid bundle upon bundle, dire¢t and acrofs, thus,

T+ this is termed a bed of hemp, and after it is

;;il‘ed‘ to fuch a thicknefs, as to anfwer the depth of
the
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the water (which cannot be be too deep,*) it is loaded
with blocks and logs of wood, until all of it is totally

imhl_eriéd: after remaining in this ftate four or five

days, as the weather fhall dire, is is taken out and

carried to a field of aftermath, or any other gfaﬁs, that

is clean and free from cattle; the Bundles being untied, -
it'is fpread out thin, ftalk by ftalk; in this ftate it muft

be turned every other day, efpecially in moift gvegther,

left the worms fhould injure it; thus it remains for fix

weeks or more, then it is gathered together, tied in

large bundles, and kept dry} in a houfe till December

or January, when the ftalks are broken, and the bark .
wholly freed from them, by an inftrument called a

braker. The art of breaking it, by a labourer of com-

mon capacity, would be learnt in 2 few hours, and the

fwingling of it, which follows, requiring fome fleight

as well as labour, though more difficult, might, in a

little longer time, be acquired., After breaking and

fwingling, it is fent to the heckler and hemp-dreffer,

to be prepared for fpinning, according to the fine-

nefs defired.

¢ Should

* This deferves experimental inquiry; watering hemp is 2
partial rotting through fermentation; the vicinity of the at-
mofphere muft for that purpofe be n::ce{f_a}y. The beft hemp
ponds I have feen, have not excced the depth of five
feet.—d. 7.

+ It might do as well ftacked if kept perfedily drv.
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¢ Should the hemp Rand for feed, the yarn of ¢ '
will never: be fo white, as it is not watered, but only -
fpread on the grafs for the benefit of the dews; it will |
not be improper to obferve, in this cafe, after it is tied °
in bundles, it is fet up like wheat in fhocks, till the -
feed will freely fhed, and then threfhed out.

“«In the ftate hemp comes from the brake, it will
fotch from 6s.to 7s. 6. per frone*; in the year 1787,
it fold as high as gs. The produce is fo variable and
uncertain, that in one feafon a rood and {ix perches
of land has produced feventeen ftone, and another
with the fame culture and manure, only twelve.

* The‘hemp is tied up in ftones, when it comes from the
brake. :

¢ The
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. . The expences of cultivation may.be thus eftimated:

Rent of an-acré»of land, - -

‘Ploughing, fowing, &c. - -

£.
1

Le]

Three bufthels and an half of feed (fold .

from 1s. 4d. to-2s. 6d. per peck) at
1s. 6d. per peck, - . -
Boy keeping birds a week or more, -

_ Pulling, at the rate of 1s. per wéek, ac-

- cording to the feed fown, - -
Getting it in and out of water, turning
and layingupy, - - - -

Tithe and town charges* not eftimated.

L4

5. D
.0 0
o O
I o
16
4 9
1.0
8 o

« The expenfe of breaking hemp, is from 1+ to

* To continue this account: - - -

~ Tithe and rates, fuppofe - - .
The loweft crop mentioned, is 48 ftone per acre,

Jet us fuppofe only 40, breaking at 1s. 3d.
Total,
_PRODUCE.

Forty ftone, at 7s, - - - -
Parliamentary duty, 3d, 2 flone,” - -

Expenfes, - . R -

Neat profit per acre,

1s. 6d. per ftone; the dreffing at the hecklers 1r. 64.

per
£ s 4
4 8 o
o 6 o
210 o
£7 4 o
L s 4
14 o o
o IC ©
L1410 o
7 4 ¢
£7 6 o
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per ftone; and the {pinning (according to the finerefs)

from 7d. to 1s. per clue. A clue is three {kains, a
fkain is twenty leas, a lea is forty threads, a thread is
two yards when reeled. The weight of a clue varies’
with the finenefs or coarfenefs of the thread.

¢ There cannot be much difficulty in a wool-fpin- " -
ner’s learning to fpin hemp; the ufual ftint of a wo-
an, is two f{kains per day, or from four pence half-
penny to eight pence, according to the finenefs; from this
there are no dedutions, and the price has been nearly
the fame for fome years.

« As you requefted, I inquired if a rich fand would
anfwer for the cultivation of hemp, and whether wheat
might be fown after it. Both thefe queltions were an-
fwered in the negative*.” - And the reafon affigned
againft the wheat was, the richnefs of the land would
make it'run to ftraw. Ogts is the general crop after
hemp. Turnips, fown immediately after it, have an-
fwered tolerably.” '

* 1t is common to fow wheat after hemp in various parts
of this kingdom, and alfo in France; and it is reckoned one
of the belt preparations for that grain; but upon a rich black
mould, the obfervation of this gentleman is probably very
juft. I have feen very fine hemp on good fands.—4, 7.

Szcr.
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Sect. 2. Paflure.

The breed of cattle is very indifferent; for as little
attention has been paid to their improvement as to
the fertilizing of the foil. This neglect comes in an
-heavy charge on the landlord, who could at a trifling
expenfe introduce that breed, by which his tenantry
might be materially bettered. Milch cattle are houfed
during the winter, after the meadows are cut; the
" grafs is not flirred for a day; the day following it is
turned and feparated into lap-cocks; thefe are thook
out for {feveral days, and made a fecond time into lap-
cocks, and it becomes quite dead, and bleached before
it is tramped. '

The produce of the meadow is generally from eight
to twelve or foufteen good horfe-loads per acre; the
hay however is very coarfe and ruthy, except the mea-
dow has been well drained and manured, which the
poor farmer never thinks of. ~ Much of their meadow
ground has been bog, which has been cut out, and
when well levelled they burn the furfafe, plant pota-
toes for two years, fow one crop of oats, and then let
out: fome few will procure hay-feed of the commoneft
kind, but very generally it is left to throw up the ga-
tural herbage, which for a year or two is very toleta-
ble, and the produce good, but quickly degenérates to -

a coarfe
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a coarle Ipiry grafs, and rufhes, if not manured. ‘This
negle@ fhews their indolence or depraved fyftem ; for
the manure, which well an{wers, is a dreffing of afhes,
which is ever inexhauftible here, and would well re-
pay their trouble. .

As I have fhewn the proportion of their tillage lands,
the remainder of the farm is appropriated to grafs for a
cow or two, and it is furprifing, after the fupply of the
family’s. milk, how much butter they regularly fend ta
Newry market, for the export trade; {mall parcels,
of courfe, from each farm, but the aggregate is very
confiderable. The trade of hides is fo trifling as
{carcely to deferve notice; what this country fupplies
are fent to Dundalk, value about thirty-five to fifty fhil-
lings -per cwt.; butter rates to ninety-four fhillings
ditto; tallow from feven fhillings and fix pence to
cight (hillings and fix pence per ftone; but this alfo of
fo inconfiderable a quantity, as nothing equal to the
demand of the country. Of wool, they have none
from their own paftures, but it is broaght to their
fairs and markets, from Louth, Meath, and Weftmeath.

HEMP.

. Here fillow the diretlions for the culture of this plant, as
taken from My. Billingsley's Survey of Somerfesfbire, awhich
will be found to differ from thofe given in the Survey qu the
County of Sujfolks as copied in the preceding fetion.

' DIRECTIONS
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DIRECTIONS
FOR THE

CULTURE OF HEMP,

FROM THE SOMERSETSHIRE SURVEY.

TaEe culture of hemp and flax agrees in many ref-
pedts; but in their nature and form they are widely
different. In flax, the male and female embrio are
lodged in the fame flower; but.in hemp the maleis
found on fome plants, and the female on others; ‘they
are, therefore, called male and female hemp; that which
has only flowers is the male, and that which has feeds
is the female hemp. ‘The male is ripe five or fix weeks
before the female, and they both arife from the fame
feed. ’ o
. Hemp likes a deep, rich, dry, fandy loam, and abhors
a cold wet clay; a piece of woodland, grubbed up, ge-
nerally anfwers well. It requires frefh land, good til-
lage, but feldom dung: even land exhaufted with otHer
. crops, if well tilled, will produce good hemp, and if
properly managed, will leave the land as clean as a
-garden. )

The quantity of feed per acre about three buthels,
and time of fowing April or May; great care muft be
taken to keep off the birds, for they are very fond of
the feed, and their time of feeding is principally before

P fun-
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fun-rife, and within half an hour of fun-fet. Compleat
weeding is as neceflary for hemp as for flax.

About the beginning of Auguft the male hemp will
be ripe, and great care thould be taken that the pullers
do not trample and injure the female hemp left ftand-
ing. It muft be gathered into {mall bundles, and no-
thing more is neceflary than to dry it in a proper man-
ner, fo as to make it fit for working:

In managing the female hemp, particular regard is
to be had to the feed; care, therefore, muft be taken
in drying it. After it is tied up in bundles about the
fize of a yard round, it fhould be fet up in the fun for

| three or four days; but if the weather be difficult, it
may be ftacked in fmall mows of about a waggon-load
each, where it may remain till it is thoroughly dgy,
and fit to be houfed; a'little wet does not injure the
falk, but it greatly damages the feed. An acre of land
will produce from twenty to thirty bufhels of feed;
and the ftalk of the female hemp is more valuable than
the ftalk of the male. The watering, breaking, and
drefling of hemp, is fo nearly like thofe operations
on flax, that I fhall not detain my reader any longer
on this article, and fhall only add, that in many cafes

the crop is more profitable than that of flax,

PREMIUMS
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PREMIUMS FOR THE CULTIVATION OF HEMP, OFFERED
BY THE LINEN BOARD.

AT a meeting of the YRUSTEES OF THE LINEN
AND HEMP MANUFACTURE OF IRELAND, on Tuele
day, the 3d of March, 1801.

Hon, YOHN BARON DILLON in the Chair.

The Right Hon. jobn Fyffer reported from the Com-
mjttee 2 plan of encouragement for promoting the
growth of hemp, and the eftablifhment of the fail-cloth
manufattory, which was read and is as follows:

HEMP.

The truﬁces of the liner and hempen manufature,
anxions that this kingdom fhould effeétually lay hold of
the prefent opportunity, which the interruption of trade
with the northern ftates offers for promoting the
growth of hemp, and the eftablithment of the fail-cloth
manufature, call upon all landholders or farmers to
affift their endeavours, by allotting fome portion of
their ground to the raifing of hemp.

P2 They
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They underftand it is as eafy in its culture as flax;
the richer the foil and the deeper the loam the better
will be. the produce; it fucceeds admirably in drained:
bog manured with afhes; and the truftees propofe to
procure a fufficient number of perfons properly fkilled
in the management of it from the time it is ripe for pul-
ling, until it is made fit for the fpinner.

Thefe perfons will be ftationed in various parts of
the kingdom, and orders will be given to the county

infpeétors to receive all applications from gentlemen or -

farmers, who may defire their affiftance, and to fend
them accordingly.
The truftees will alfo give the following bounties,

and continue them for three years.
' &

BREAKING AND SCUTCHING.

1. For every ftone of Hemp grown in this kingdofn
in the years 1801, 1802, and 1803, well broken and
fcutched for the hatchel or for cordage, the fum of
4d. and a further bounty of a complete fet of hemp
hatchels to every perfon, who fhall have broken and
feutched half a ton weight thereof.

2. To the owner of any mill or mill machinery,

wherein not lefs than thirty tons of found hemp of

Trith growth fhall be broken and fcutched perfetly be-

“fore the 1ft of June 1802, the fum of 100/
2. To

b
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3. To the owner of any mill or mill machinery,
which thall be erefted after the ift of May 1801,
whether entirely new, or added toan old mill, wherein
there fhall be broken and {cutched the greateft quan-
tity of found hemp of Irith growth, between the 1ft of
June 1802, and the ift of June 1803, nct lefs than
5o ton, the fum of 150/.—for the next greateflt quan-
tity, not lefs than 4o ton, between the faid periods,
the {um of 100/—and for the next greateft quantity,
not lefs than 3o ton, between the faid periods, the fam
of gol. _

4. To the owner of any mill or mill machinery, now
or hereafter to be ere@ted, wherein there fhall be bro-
ken and feutched the greateflt quantity of found hemp
&f - Irith growth, between the 1ft of June 1803, and
the 1ft of June 1804, not lefs than 100 ton, the fum
3oofl.—for the next greatelt quantity, not lefs than
80 ton, the fum of 200/.—and for the next greateft
qﬁantity, not lefs than 6o ton, the fum of 100/

5. For every flone of hemp of Irith growth, well
watered, retted, and fcutched, which fhall be hackled
and drefled fit for {pinning, between the ift of Au-
guft, 1801, and the 1ft of Augoft, 2804, the fum
of 3d.

SPINNING
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SPINNING.

6. For all machinery which fhall be erefted, whe-
ther entirely new or added to old mills, for {pinning
hemp or flax for fail-cloth, before the firft of Auguft,
1802, to be worked by water or fteam, a fum after
the rate of 1es. for every fpindle it fhall contain, on
{ufficient fecurity being given that the number of {pin-
dles, for which fuch premium thall be received, fhall be

-tegularly kept at work in {pinning hemp or flax for-
three years.

For this premium the fum of 3000/, will be appré-
priated—and if more than 6ooo fpindles thall be claim-
ed for, the truftees will referve to themfelves the power
‘of dividing the fum of 3000/ rateably among the
claimants. '

7. To the perfon, who fhall fpin fuch yarn by fuch
machinery, before the firft of Auguft, 1804, a faik
cloth loom made \of the beft materials, and on the moft
improved plan, will be ordered by the truftees for
every two ton of good even merchantable yarn fo fpun;
every fuch loom to continue the property of the board,
into whefefoever hands fuch {pinner may give it.

ITINERANT
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ITINERANT HEMP DRESSERS.

All perfons, who can produce fufficient proof of
being perfectly fkilled in the management of hemp
throughout all its different procefles, from the time it
is pulled until it is completely dreffed for fpinning, and
wifh to engage with the truftees, are defired to apply
to their Secretary, at the Liren office,- Dublin, or their
Agent, Edward Stewart, Efg. Aldermanbury, Lon-
don; and the firft twelve, who fhall be approved of,
will be appointed itinerant hemp dreflers, at 3oi. a
year each, and will have the liberty to receive from
the perfons, whom they fhall be ordered to attend,
fuch reafonable allowance as the truftees fhall previ-

oufly fanction.

MILL WRIGHT AND MACHINE MAKERS.

All perfons of this defcription, in Great Britain o:
Ireland, who wifh to be employed in conftruting any
machinery for the fcutching, drefling, {pinning, or
weaving of hemp, may regifter their names, charac-
ters, and prices or terms if thev cheofe, in the Linen-

office,
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office, Dublin, where a book will be kept for the pur.
pofe, and be open at all times to the infpection of any
perfon, who may wifh to eret machinery.

And the fame being read paragraph by paragraph,
was unanimoufly agreed to, and ordered to be pub-
lifhed.

By ordér of the truftees,
" JAMES CORRY, skc.

LINEN-OFFICE.

THE following Letter from the Navy-Office to the
Lords of the Committee of Council for trade and fo-
reign plantations, has been fent by their Lordthips’ or-
ders to the Right Hon. Joux FosTER, to be commu-
nicated to the truftees of the Linen and Hempen ma-

nufatures.
JAS. CORRY, Sec. to the truftees.

81z,

Cur Secretary having laid before us your letter of
the 24th of laft month, tranfmitting, by direftion of
the Lords of the Committee of Council for trade and
toreign plantations, to whom it had been referred to

confider
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cobfider, what meafures it may be moft proper to pro-
pofe to parliament for encouraging the growth of hemp,
&c—copies of two minutes made by their Lordthips
on'the 23d of January and 21ft March laft on that fub-
je&, and fignifying their Lordihips’ defire, that we {tate
to the committee what {teps we have taken in confe-
quence of the previous communications on this fubje&,
and what further fteps we may think neceffary to be
taken in order to carry the intentions of the commit-
tee, as exprefled in the faid minute, into complete
execution. '

We defire you will pleafe to acquaint their Lord-
fhips, that, withing to give all poffible encouragement
to the cultivation of hemp in Ireland, agreeably to
their Lordihips intention, we are willing to engage to
receive into his majefty’s ftores all fuch hemp as may
be proved to be Irifh growth, and thall be found fit
for the navy, for three years, from the prefent time,
at the market price of the day, on which the fame may
be received; and will further engage, that the price
fhall .not, during that period, be lefs than 5o/ fterling
per ton.

With refpeft to canvas, the only encouragement we
can hold out to the Irith manufaéturers is, that of not
fending any from this country for the fupply of his
Majefty’s fhips ftationed on the coaft of Ireland, and
the anthorifing our agent, Mr. Browne of Kinfale, to
purchafe from the Irith manufafturers, at the market

price,
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price, fuch quantities of fail-cloth as may be wanted
for thofe thips; and alfo, when making future contratts.
for the fupply of that article for the navy, to put the
Irith manufacturers upon the fame footing as the ma-~
nufaéturers of England and Scodand, provided they
make the article conformably to the exifting act of par-

liament for the manufacture thereof.

‘We are, Sir, your very humble fervants,
A.S. HAMOND,
J- HENSLOW,
GEO. ROGERS,
W. BELLINGHAM,
S. GAMBIER.
Navy-z_;ﬁ:e, May 8, 1801.

Sir Stephen Cottrell,
Council-office.

Seer. 3. Farms.

Their farms rate from three to twenty acres, the
average may be fix; very few of them exceed twenty; -
but on all of thefe farms are one or more cottiers, who
are bound to work, not in the field, but at the loom,
for regular day’s hire, or at tafk work, according to

agreement.
Thefe
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Thefé cottiers are of two defcriptions, and their te-
nure is termed the dry or the wet cot-take, as explain-
ed in the Monaghan Survey; fuffice it here to mention,
the former has not the privilege of grazing his cow,
which the latter enjoys, and the dry cottier pays for
his houfe, garden, and bog-leave, from a guinea and
an half to two guineas per annum; the wet cottier
from four to five guineas; as he may be fupplied with
hay, and have one or two cews. Their landlord is
obliged to repair their houfes; the breach of this cove~
nant caunfes great diffentions.

The {mall wages of the dry cottier, even with his
wife’s induftry,vare infufficient to procure the common
neceflaries, much lefs the comforts of life for his
wretched family.

The farmer or the employer, who is-more commonly
called the manufacturer, lives well, and has a good
profit from the induftry of his cottiers; a pig, a fmall

stub of butter, and a calf, pay bir rent; for thefe peo-
ple hold their lands on very eafy terins. A manufac-
turer, who is able to work four looms in his own houfe
and employ his cottiers, foon acquires a comfortable in-
dependence. A weaver can, in general, earn from
twelve to eighteen pence per day, according to his at-
tention or the goodnefs of his warp, at tafk-work, and
at daily hire from eight pence to twelve pence; fome-
times the demand is fo great, as their wages confidera-
bly multiply, and at other feafons they are much re-

‘ duced :



220 STATISTICAL SURVEY

duced: a {lovenly and dirty mode of living, and wretch.
ed appearance of economy is teo prevalent, and eafily
accounts for the rapid and vnufual extenfion of infecti.
ous diforders among(t this clafs of people.

The leafes are generally for twenty-one years and
one life, or three lives, or thirty-onc years; and the
middle-men, who have been the bane of this country,
_are not fuffered to renew their leafes-—the landed pro-
prietars arc at length fenfible of their deftrudtive inter-
ference, and feem combined together and determined
to refiflt them with vigour and hoftility.

Too often we here find thefe leafes bear the veftige
of feudal oppreffion, and the miferable tenant loaded
with_innumerable duties; fuch as duty work, duty
fowl, duty yarn, which at the period of the date of the
leafe were cent. per cent. cheaper, and of lefs value
than the rate of this day, and yet are fiill thamefully -
exalted. How cruel is it to exadt a peafant’s labour,
and that of his horfes at many miles diftance from his
habitation, and give him neither payment nor entertain-
ment for himfelf or his cattle ?

The county as well as the parilh taxes are very
{mall, but in this barony are extremely unequally laid
on; referring the reader to the firft chapter and third
fection, relating to the divifion of thes county by car-
vaghs, it may tend as a further illuftration of that ab-
furb and unfair affeflmment, to mention that it frequent-
!y occurs here, that in one town-land are ten carvaghs,

and
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and but one in the adjoining land: fome of thefe con-
tain thirty acres, others not five acres, yet will thefe
five pay as much cefs as the thirty, and no material
difference in the value of the ground. County cefs may
averége fix pence per acre, and parifh cefs one penny.
As I have already fhewn that labour is principally per-
formed here with horfes, the proportion of cattle em-
ployed is one to five acres, bought in after harveft
three years old, and fold out in May or June follow=
ing; their place is then fupplied with a cow; they are
fond of dealing in horfe fiefh, though they rear but
few foals, and they generally make money of them,
befides getting their labour.

Their fences are remarkably bad, loofe ditches made
of ftone, fods or clay, without cither grips or quicks;
a fhameful neglet of this moft neceflary branch of
hufbandry is too obvious in many of the lands, even
of the gentry; a temporary fence of fods too often in~
clofes the corn and potatoe plots, which are levelled
when the crop is taken off the ground ; where quicks
are carefully attended to, they grow in great vigour,
and very rapidly, which thews how well the {oil agrees
with this moft ufeful and ornamental divifion of lands;
and the capital inclofures of Mr. Moore at Tullavin,
and the healthy and ornamental hedges at Mr. Brun-
ker’s, at Ballgreen, fhould be a ftimulus to the neigh-

bouring gentry, to fullow fuch {pirited improvers.
8 3 ' P P

Very
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Very little attention has yet been applied to drain.
ing, and this principally confined to the cut-out bogs,
which will repay this expenfe.

Marle and lime are excellent manures for this foil; the
former is not very ealily attainable, and the latter, which
is {fo very powerful in thefe deep clays, is unhappily
from ten to twelve miles diftant. The ftupidity of the
peafants in the conveyance of this manure to their
lands is extraordinary; they prefer carrying the ftone
in its raw ftate, which they are obliged to purchafe,
to the burning of it at the quarry, when three times
the quantum of lime could be brought home for the
fame expente.

Kilns are numerous in the vicinity of the quarries,
which they could readily hire, and have this valuable
manure at a much cheaper rate; but their neglet
in this particular can be onIy imputed "to their love
of money, which they cannot bear to part with; for
they confider it a much greater lofs and expenie to pay
for the load of ftone, than the labour of their horfe,
and near two days work, which are loft bringing it
home.

The favourite manure amongft them is afhes, as be- -
ing the leaft expenfively procared; théy now very fre-
quently burn the deep heavy bottom lands in fummer,
which they leave in heaps till {pring, to mix with the
dung for potatoes, and fometimes they plough this

compoft into a poor cat {tubble.
But



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 223

But the effet of lime on fuch lands is extraordina-
1y, in the rapid reclamation and total change of {oil.
"The coft of the fone at the quarry, one fhilling and a
penny per ton, and from five to fix fhillings additional
coft for dréwirig home. The expenfe of breaking and
burning increafes the charge very confiderably, much
above the means of & poor peafant, to allow him to
give his lands the due proportion; they are neceffarily
ftinted, but they find the greateft benefit even from the
fcanty fupply they can afford. Itis frequently flrewed
over with their hands when the crop is fowed, which,
they are affured, affifts it, and alfo prevents the feveral
roots, which they often materially fuffer from. Marleis
partially found at the bottom of hills, and in the bogs:
they remark that the crop fown on ground, which has
been marled, is generally very weak, eafily laid down
in a bad harveft, and exceedingly prone to weeds; but
they confidler it good for grafs lands, which in a lighter
{oil T have known marle to burn and exceedingly in-
jure, thongh it might affift them if under tllage.

The coft of manuring and reclaiming an acre of
ground here will fully amount to twelve pounds, over
and above the value of the firlt year’s crop; but even
this well repays, as the foil after liming yields excellent
crops, and is moft durable for many years; with a lit-
_ tle refrefhment occafionally, it becomes moft valuable

and certain land, which no drought of feafon can maa
terially injure.

oN
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ON DRILL-HUSBANDRY, THE CONNECTION OF TILLAGE
AND . STOCK FARMING, COURSE OF CROPS, THEIR

MANAGEMENT, AND GENERAL REMARKS THEREON.

~ This mode of fowing grain, which is fo rapidly
coming into ufe, ought to meet every furtherance and
encouragement; and where the foil can be managed
with the drilling machine, the farmer fhould by all
means procure it. Complicated as it appears in the
annexed plate, which is an improvement on Cooke’s
patent drill machine, yet it only requires to be feen and
examined, to convince us, that much ingenuity has been
fuccefsfully exerted to render it more effeftive, and
more {imple than any, which has been hitherto in-
vented.

For a particular explanation of this improved plan,
and the direftions for its ufe and management, I refer
my readers to the conclufion of this volume, where it
is given in the words of the inventor.

The great regularity and exatnefs, with which the
work of this machine is performed, is a very ftrong re-
commendation to the drilling {yftem in general, as it
;coincides- with the great and general principle of eco-
nomy and method, which is a leading one towards per-
feltion in every art, and in none has it hitherto been

more
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more thamefully neglefted, than in the important pur-
fuit of agriculture. . Whatever tends to reltify this
- miftake. is highly defirable, and by this mode of huf-
~-bandry the foil cannot be overcharged with :grain,
- which is an error of twofold evil, as being alfo a wafte
. of feed; nor in the other extreme is it fown with too
fcanty a portion, too light, or too heavy:a moulding;
in the fame operation, by which the grain is left.in the
foil, it is fufficiently covered, an evident faving.in la-
. bour; nor in the wetteft feafons will corn be laid,
- which is fown after this mode,

The furrow, in which the grain-is depofited, can be
made to any depth, according to the nature of the foil;
- this is readily diftingui/hed by obfervation on the depth

-from the furface, at which the coronal roots. ftrike out
- in early vegetation.. This remark holds good as to
: evéry mode of ploughing, and onght to be particularly
_attended to. The hoey than which there is no machine
. yet inveanted, of fuch great effe in the modern hufban-
dry, comes here into full play; and if we only confider
that the falts of the earth, which are the food of plants,
" are fo plentifully applied to their roots at every operation
of this inftrument, which removes the exhaufted foil,
-and fupplies a new portion of revigorating matter, we
. muft be fenfible of its v:a._lu_e and great importance.

- In green crops, which are now fo univerfally coming
. into repute, and on which the fuccefs of both ﬁock and
tillage hu(bandry fo greatly depend, the hoe is the

QL main
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main fupport. Tillage hufbandry is alfo dependant on
green crops, as they revigorate, after an exhaufting
corn crop, ftock hufbandry; as from them the fureft
and moft luxuriant fupply of food is procured in win«
ter and {pring: hence follows, that to be a tillage far-
mer he muft have ftock, and to be a ftock farmer he
muft have tillage, and the great fecret of good farming
is to let thofe two purfuits be mutually interwoven;
green crops are doubtlefs the fure dependence of their
muatoal fuccefs. The firft and great confideration to
2 farmer muft be to encreafe his dunghill; this infures
a valuable green crop, which meliorates and prepares
the foil for the corn crop; the old mode of fallow is thus
excluded, the fhelter of the green cré)p producing in a
greater degree the melioration of the foil, than the ef-
fefts of the fun or the atmofphere on an expofed fal-
low, which fome judicious farmers now deny to be of
material fervice but the reverfe. A very eminent agri-
culturift afferts, the more that the foil is ploughed in
fummer, the more is the vegetable food exhaufted.

It feems now more generally to be underftood and
adopted, that two corn crops thould mot be in fucceffi-
on, and there is no occafion for fallow; a green crop
will reftore and revigorate what a corn crop has ex-
haufted; fo that a judicious intermixture is only requi-
fite to keep the ground in heart, and in continual
vielding, even to two or three crops of particular kinds

in
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in the one feafon, fuited to particular foils, as clovery
potatocs, &c.

No vegetable crop is more grateful in its return
than the potatoe; with due culture; all the fertilizing
effe@ts of fhade are produced, and it is now becomé of
as great importance in the food of beafts,as it has been
the main dependence of the food of man in this iflands
It would be impertinent for me, who have had but little
to do with experimental farming, to offer any remarks
on the colture of this valuable root; I would refer my
reader to the ingenious Dottor Maunfell’s experiments
and. hints, and only beg'leave to obferve, that whatever
tends to- multiply ‘their produce is defirable, whether
it is attained by fhoots, by fcoop’ing, or by the various
other experiments, which fave {fo much food, that hi-
therto went to wafte. '

Dottor Maunfell is clearly in favour of laying ftrong
fhoots in drills, ‘covered firft with dung and then with
clay, which latter is often applied as the ftalk fhoots
up. This mode faves twelve barrels of twenty ftone
to the acre, which is the proportion of feed neceffary;-
from thefe fhoots on ore acre one hundred barrels
have been produced, and the parent potatoe neither
hurt nor diminifhed. The Doftor advifes, that as the
farmer opens his potatoe hole for his own ufe or for
market, the ftrong hale fhoots only fhould be pre- -
ferved, without cruthing or fpoiling them, and laid-
length ways on each other, covered with a little éarth,

Q.2 ' which
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which will keep fafe for a month in that ftatc, and the
vegetation thus promoted: and he fays, if planted eatly
in the year, and tranfplanted in March, they will yield
a good crop of early potatoes in May, by which means;
with a little dung, a fecond crop can be had the fame
year. How many millions of barrels of feed would
thus be faved every year for the food of man and beaft;
how many millions of barrels encreafed, and, of courfe,
what an addition to the wealth of the nation ?

"+ How rapidly is ground brought intc heart by green
¢rops?-—Let us appropriate a certain portion of land in
this hufbandry for feeding ftock in the houfe; the ma-
nure thus acquired will be fufficient to cover. double
the quantity of land the fucceeding year, and the foil
thus employed the laft year is now in high vigour for
a Inxuriant corn crop. This is a method, which is pur-.
fued by Mr. Fofter, whom I have fpoken of in the pre-
ceding chapter, who thus makes a rapid and extenfive
improvement : the produce of manure from one acre of
green crop highly manuring two acres the fucceeding-
year, and {o in proporticn to any extent he pleafes-thus.
10 occupy. ]

It will thus appear very manifcft, that fuperior ad-
vantages refult from ftall-feeding than from permitting
the ftock to range their paftures; in green crops it is
undeniable, that half the produce’is walted and tram-
pled in feeding off the field; and it is very clear; that

ftock rurned into grafs lands in fpring nip the blade fo
clofe,



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 219

clofe, that, if a ot fummer fucceeds, the roots of th§
grafs are burned; but the fuperior #Arift, in every fenfe
of the word, and more particularly in its allufion to the
better condition and improvement of cattle, is very evi-
dent, when we fee them fo much fooner prepared for
market in the ftall, than they are on the beft pafturage;
if they require the more attendance, is not that rt;péid
tenfold in the value of their manure? éuc_l as thus
they are fheltered from the winter’s blaft, fo alfo are
they from the fummer’s fun and flies, which annoy
them fo extremely. _

Let us extend our confiderations on this fubje& to
the utmoft, which is the food for milch cows; we find
on vegetable crops, even on the potatoe itfelf, that the
milk is furprifingly increafed; and the confinement of
milch cows in great cities throughout the year, during
which time a new calved cow will give milk, and thrive
fo well, as to {fell out at near fifteen per cent. higher
price than fhe was originally purchafed for with her
calf at her foor, proves that cor;ﬂam_.‘ houfing is not de-
rrimental, '

Nor with the other animals, which conftitute the food
of man, and which the farmer prepares for market, ac
the fheep, and the hog, will a partial confinement be
tefs defirable; comfortable receffes and a fufficiency of
proper food will forward them much more thana rangf::
of pafture, and cut off the poffibility of numerous loffes
and cafualties, to which they are expofed abroad. With-
out entering into the minvte of the quantum of ftock

of
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of each kind, to be appropriated to the number of acres,
which would be only a copy from many. judicious
authors, I pafs to the next cafe, which is the manage-
ment of the dunghill, that now fo rapidly increafes;
the fite of this heap fhould be a level plain, as being
moft favourable to fermentation, which ought to be
moft particularly attended to; a due degree of air and
moifture promotes this effet, and too much of either
will oppofe it ; thus, dung-pits, which are a refervoir
for water, chill and deftroy the fermentation, or the
falts, which are produced from it. In forming the
dunghill, care fhould be taken not to comprefs it too
much, as this excludes the air; and a covering over the
heap is often ufed by Englith farmers to haften the
“fermentation, and alfo to prevent the natural moifture
of the dunghill being evaporated by the atmofphere.
Some are {o exat in the management of the dunghill,
as to erect a roof over the heap, and enclofe it with
walls to prevent waflte, to pave the floor with feveral
channels, leading to a ciftern, which catches the moif
ture, with which they make various compofts for their
feveral occafions. :

Doubtlefs, it is the bufinefs of the farmer to increafe
his dunghill by all means ; the moifture, which flows
from the heap, will quickly change many fubftances,
as turf mould, carth, &c. to rich compolts ; and it is
well known, there is no richer manure, (for fome fuils

the
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the beft of all) than turf mould, with which cattle have
been littered.

Clover is a moft valnable crop; the farmer, wha fows
wheat after it, will hardly with for a further experi-
ment : the foil is rendered particularly appropriated for
this {trong grain, and the crop is luxuriant and re-
markably frec from weeds, and fome have affirmed it
is lefs liable to mildew, than the crop yiclded after a
fammer’s fallow. In the {fowing of this crop, it has
been incontrovertibly proved, that the earliet fown
crops have the fureft and moft certain yielding; per-
haps this remark may only hold good, as fuited to the
quality of the foil, or the temperature of the climate,
which is much rather to be accounted for in its varia-
tions, by the elevation of the furface, or the furround-
ing natural caufes, {as wood, water, &c. than that any
material difference can take place in the narrow lat-
tude of the country.

Vetches are a very revigorating crop; how little are
they cultivated in Ireland, or their effets known, when
in fo fine a foil as the Queen’s County poffefles, 1 was
there informed, they were confidered rather as an ex-
haufling crop, becanfe fome' unfortunate cafualties oc-
curred to a fpirited and judicious farmer, who introdu-
ced their culture. No crop fo immediately renders a
field 2 complete dunghill, or prepares it for any huf-
bandry ; after a wheat crop is taken nup, the ftubble

' thould
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fhould have alittle dung ploughed in, and winter vetches .
fown, which yield a fine fupply of green foed, and by
the time of -their confumption, the land is free for a
crop of potatoes, &c¢. This valuable crop is alfo known
by another diftinction, that of tares, which, when fown
in {pring, bring the land into fine preparation for a crop
of wheat the following autumn. Rape, cabbages, and
turnips are moft profitable vegetable crops, and in
drained bog, or moor which has been previoufly drain-
ed, have been very luxuriant; and I have never feen
moor laid down in greater heart, or a better crop of.
each, than of turnips and rye grafs thereon, the foil
having been well manured -with a loamy limeftone
gravel. -

Oats will, in every foil, yield abundantly after thefe
crops, particularly in improved bog, which has produ-
ced many and fucceffive crops of this grain, without
any apparent diminution, and without any other ma-
nure, but what was introduced with the original green
crop.- What an encouragement is here for the recla-
mation of the extenfive waftes of this foil, which could
fo eafily be brought into great profit: and, after a long
return of this grain, when let out to grafs, what fine -
white clover does it naturally yield after lime, lime-
ftone gravel, burning, or other calcareous applications?
Nor in the produce of the potatoe is it lefs grateful,
and, in this particular, it effets a complete change in
the feed of that vegetable, which is {o neceffary to be

changed
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changed to prevent the degeneration, which it certainly
tends to, when fucceffively fown in the fame foil.

Hence follows a courfe of crops, which has been re-
<ommended for this country.

Potatoes, - W heat,

Flax, Vetches,
Potatoes, Winter Barley,
Oats, Potatoes.
Clover,

Or in maory ground preparing for grafs.

Potatoes, © Qats,
Oats, Potatoes,
Do. Grafs feeds.

1 omit turnips, rape, cabbage &c. becaufe they have
fo little ufe here for thefe green crops,-being fcarcely
at all difpofed of for fattening ftock, as muft appear from -
the preceding {heets; but, fhould they chufe to culti-
vate rape for the feed, a mode. of hufbandry which-
would tell here, let the laft crop of the firft clafs be
rape, and alfo be the fubftitute for the latter crop of .
potatoes in the fecond clafs.

In fo {mall a portien as a farmer in this country now
occupies, the land mufl, of courfe, be judicioufly di-
vided, fo as to yield a little of cach; a due economy and
regard to this management would greatly facilitate me- -
thod and regularity, which are here as much wanted,

as
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as they are effentially requifite to fuccefsful farming's

they create a tafte for the purfuit of agriculture, and

are the encouragement to its perfection; the manage-
ment of the meadow muft alfo come into due confide-
ration, which muft be affifted by furface dreflings, but

no richer manure of this defcription has yet been ap.

plied, than irrigation, or the admiffion of water to flow
gently over the furface, - .

This hitherto neglected art in hufbandry has been
but of late years introduced amongft us, though its
origin, in other countries, is very ancient. Nothing
more valuable can be applied to a light dry foil ;* if the
after-grafs is intended for Iheép, great care muft be ob-
ferved, to put on that kind you intend for market; as
quickly as they fatten on this grafs, they thould be foid
off ; for, after they are fat,’ they affuredly tend to
rot ; and for the fame reafon, if you intend your paf-
ture for ewes and lambs in the fummer, you muft ir-
rigate only in the winter months.

In ornamental improvements, the netting or paling
in the flock muft be obferved, to preferve the planta-
tions, and al{o that the grals may be eaten clofe, which
in this feafon has a more rapid vegetation, and more

quickly fprings without exhautting the foil.

- Any thing, that produces fhade, will tend to a{fiﬁ.the, .

meadow ; for this purpofe potatoe ftalks are a good ma-
nure,

# Ber the Queen’s County Report, Page 77
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fiurey and the duft from malt has been kKnown to be a
much more revigorating fubftance than ftable dung,
though its virtues are exhaufted aftera year or two at
the moft,  One obfervation thould be at:cended to, to
preferve the hay as green and as fappy as poffible, and
to draw it home to the haggard as foon as it is faved:
thus the quantum of hay is faved, which riow goes to
~ wafte in the tops and bottoms of tramp cocks, the
ground they fcald and burn is preferved, and the fine
after-grafs is {faved, which is generally trampled and cut
to pieces in its beft vigour, where the hay is ufually
drawn off after the harvelt is completely got up.

The {maller the fize of the grafs cacks, the quicker
is the operation of faving the hay; by frequent tﬁrning,
rather infide out, and occafionally joiniag two in one,
the fap and colonr is much better preferved; than by
fpreading‘ it out and bleaching it, whichis the moft ef-
fectual method to deftroy both.

No crop requires more particular attention in this
county than that of flax, which is their main fupport,
indeed on which their very exiftence depends; it is
from this the rent is had, and from this.the ftock of
provifions is imported, which, doubtlefs, they have not
a fufficiency of at home, of any article, potatoes alone
excepted. Nor is there any crop fo injudicioufly culti-
vated ; it has been fo frgm its earlieft introduétion here,
and will continue fo, as long as the weaver embraces

~ the
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the bufinefs of the farmer, to the manifeflt injury of
each of thefe feveral, and fhould be, diffinf# callings. .

I have endeavoured, in the beginning of the twelfth
chapter of the Monaghan Survey, to point out the great
defetts in pratice in that county in flax hufbandry;
they exa&ly apply here, and I recommend the readiag
of that part, which is fele@ed from the moft experienced
writers, and which are {o {tri@ly confonant to reafon:
Y cannot but repeat it here, that it is a grofs and evi-
dent bigotry alene, which weds us to the ridiculous
cuftom of defiroying our feed, and thus trufting, every
year, for our fupply to nations, with whom we are- at
iffue in the linen manufature, who doubtlefs wilt keep
the beft materials for their fuccefs at home, and fend us
the refufe ; befides, we depend on the uncertain ele-
ments for the fafety of that feed, and impore it at dou-
ble the coft we could ourfelves rear it ; and if we were
more exalt in our flax dreffing, the very crop we rear
for feed woauld allo yield the fineft thread, which is
incontrovertibly proved in Flanders, and the Low-
Ceuntries, where they fave all the feed, and make from
the flax, which afforded that fupply, the fineft laces,
which we nor any other nation ever yet produced any
thing equal to.

How great, then, is the lofs to the nation on this
one article; how confiderable an acquifition would it be
1o the poor man of this country, to explode it, when

) the
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the feed of his flax plot, if faved, would yield after the

rate of ten pounds value pér acre?

- In countries, which enjoy the advantages from this
valuable article, the feveral ftages of flax-drefling are
the employments of feveral diftin& trades. The farmer
never meddies in the dreffing; to effedt the: culture
properly is fufficient for him, and in hackling alone
they have from three to four operators, who are each
confined to a particular degree of finenefs ; thus the
fineft of all paffes through the hands of four hacklers.
at leaft, and fometimes more. '

In a county fo much under tillage as Cavan, and di-
vided into fuch very finall farms, when a clover patch
is fo defirable for the peafant’s cow, it is a favourable
circumftance, that flax and clover agree fo well toge-
ther, though the intermixture of their culture is fo
negleted. In farming focieties, a {mall premium of-
fered for this defirable improvement would foon thew
the great benefit which. Would refalt from i 1t, ‘and Would
enfure its general adoption.

" This confideration leads te that of the miferable ftate”
of the peafant’s hovel, which it ought to be one of our .
firft endeavours to improve, as it not only prevents the
nnhappy calamity of fever, which no feafon, of latter
years, has yet deprefled, and which has raged with
great peftilence in this country: but alfo, by making
the cabin neat, cleanly, and comfortable, it endears his

home
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home to the peafant, and may ferve to check the maniy
for emigration, which has had fuch a general influence .
through this province, and-no where more ftrongly than

here. How eafily is this defirable improvement ohe

tained, by the authority of the landlord, who fhould

make it a binding claufe in his leafe ? But as the hopes

of reward will more generally prevail, than obligation,

(even to our own interefl,) this fhould al{o be the con-

cern of a farming fociety, and very liberal premiums
held out for fuch improvements, which would create an
emulation productive of health and civilization,

If a due portion of their {ubfcriptions were appropri-
ated to fuch improvements, to parents rearing their-
children toinduftry, and to the furtherance of morality,’
then would of courfe follow a tafte for the improve-
ment of agriculture, which they will never think of un-~
til they are made comfortable at home, and (hewn the
way from acquired experience, to earn a competence-
and independence for themfelves. ‘

It is fuch defirable improvements, which will produce
a refpeCtable yeomanry, and truly civilize the ignorant
peafant of Ireland ; it is fuch, which will teach him the
value of the conflitution, whofe deareflt privileges he
will then fully enjoy, and will more rapidly reform his.
mind virtually to due obedience and refpe& for the-
laws, than the terror and f{trength of military force,”
which now alone preferves us from the rapine and.

licentioufnefs
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licentioufnefs of fuperftition, ignorance, difaffection, and
poverty.

Melanchely as is this pifture, yet it is evident that

a quick and rapid reform could be produced, were it
feriondly undertaken. .

- It is indeed worthy the mofl. exalted confideration,
and is the duty and intereft of every landed proprietor
to promote, by every poffible means; the refources
and wealth of the nation arc great, and when the war
required voluntary contributions, as remarkably liberal
was the public {pirit. In no inftance could it be more
eminently ufeful than in this, in which we fhould,
doubtlefs, have ablefling from that providence, which
delighteth in works of charity, and profpers the humane
purpofes of man. Do not thefe refleftions lead to the
defirable wifh, that the nations of the earth would ra-
ther feek to improve their agriculture, and to better the
condition of their poor, than to extend their conquefts,
by which each of thefe important concerns muft be
negletted, and which tend to their general deftruc-

tion ? .

Sect. 4. General Subjeits.

The population of this diftrit is very great; few
town-lands, which have not from twelve to fifteen fa-

milies,
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* milies, and fome from twenty to thirty ; and fix fouls
may be rated to each houfe,
The Roman Catholics have in numbers z confidera-
ble majority. '
The Prefbyterians are alfo very ftrong, and thofe of
the eftablithed church lefs confiderable of any. 1 have
“never feen a country, where there are fo many religi-
ous feéts; in the town of Cootehill are no lefs than fix
different houfes of worfhip, befides the parith church.
“The vicinity of this diftri€t has many villages, or rather
market towns, where yarn and webs are the principal,
or rather the only commodities. Provifions very fel-
dom appear' for fale, as the weavers till jult enough of
‘land to afford them potatoes, oats, and the flax plot.
Thefe articles of food are their beft fare, with butter-
“milk ; the butter and the hog are now fent to market,
whlch before the war, were confumed at home, but
‘are now luxunes, which are only tafted on parucu]ar
feftivals. 4
The miferable effe&s of the late years of dearth are
very vifible in the drefs of the lower order, who are
wretchedly clad, and their children almoft entirely naked;
white and blue frizes are worn by the men, zand the
women are more commonly clad in cottons than in
ftuffs, which have been fo flimfily made of latter years,
as have almoft entirely ruined that trade throughout the
nation.
) o » © The
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The prices of their frizes, from 25 to 25 Gd.
per yard, and they are very coarfe.  The price
.of labour varies, as there is fo little demand for hired
men in the field. A labourer, for a day or two, is fuf-
fcient to affift the {mall farmer for his feafon’s work,
for which he receives from fixpence halfpenny to one
fhilling and 2 penny per day, with his diet; the gen-
tleman, who has conftant work for a labourer, pays the
daily labourer or fpalpeen from ten pence to thirteen
pence per day, through the year. This {eems to be
the appellation of a daily labourer throughout Ireland,
which argues the antiquity of this diftin&ion from the
cottier, and perhaps may be thus acconnted for.

The cuftom of hiring labourers- to affift i the work
of the farm was doubtlefs pra&ifed by the moft an-
cient, as well as the prefent race of farmers; but we
learn, that with them thefe affiftants were only called
in during the cutting of the harveft, as each denomina.
tion of land had always as many men allotted by the
chief of the diftriét, torefide thereon, as were fufficient
to cultivate it ; and I have feen the remarks of fome an-
tiquaries, who fay, {o attentive were the natives to this
divifion of the farmers, thata law exifted, binding their
paftors to keep firi¢tk account of the increafe of males
on cach town-land, whom, when arrivedat a certain age,
the paflors were obliged to report, as being eligible
to be fent to refide in 2 ﬁeighbouring land, which might
be deficient in its sumber of working men, a cafualty

B which
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which often occurred, the country being almoft in con-
tinual warfare; and he aflerts, fo careful were the le-
giflators of the importance of the due regards to agri-
culture, and that on it depended the wealth of the ftate,
that by this law relating to hufbandry, the women
were obliged to work in the field, when war or other
neceflity of their chief called their men from home.

In the Irifh language fpa/ is‘the fcythe or the fickle.

The native bufbandrian was thence named the [palp,
which fignified the harveflt cutter, and this man was
confidered to have acquired the whole art of hufbandry, -
and held a fort of diftinCtion over the other labourers. .
‘When the prefs of harveft feafon arrived, and from the
uncertainty of the weather they found it neceffary to
call in affiftants or other fpalps, they -fuffered the
younger or lefs experienced farmer to handle the fickle,
at whofe firft introduétion a particular and pious. cere-
mony was performed, and before its celebration he
dared not to prefume to handle the fickle, and he
was termed the fpalpeen, or the young and unexperi-
enced harveft-curter. Fen, in the Irith language, at
the final of 2 word, always fignifies fmall, or rather
contemptibie, and to this day the fpalpeen has that fig-
nification, even with thofe, who do not underfland the
language. The working hufbandmen of Ireland are
univetfally diftinguifhed, as the cottier, or the {palpeen;

the wages and privileges of the former fully double .

thofe of the latter, and it is well known, that herds of
men
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men, called fpalpeens, regularly come every harveft
from the counties of Cork, and Kerry, and parts of Con-
naught, into the corn counties of Leinfter, to reap the
harveft, and the farmers entirely depend on them. In
this country there are no cottiers to the farmers, but
the manufatturing cottiers, and with the gentry a few
labourers have the ufual privileges of a cow’s grafs
and hay, houfe, garden, and turf-bog, and feven
pence or cight pence per day through the year; this
man lives comfortably wirh the induftry of his wife
and family, So great is the demand for labour during
the turf-cutting, as the bleach-greens, which are nume-
rous, confume fo much fuel, that all the women and
children are employed in this feafon; the former will
éarn from fix to eight pence, and the latter from three
pence to {ix pence per day.

The tithes cannot be faid to be at all oppreffive here,
except in the mode of collefting, which pafling
through fo many hands, and leaving 2 profit to each,
makes it fevere on the poor man, whom the colleCtor
too generally extorts from. The glebe of Dromgoon
parith, which is naturally not a bad foil, accords with
the miferable reports of glebe lands; no clergyman re-
fides in this parith, nor one inhabitant of the eftablifh-
ed church.

The average of the tithe of the oat crop, which is
the only corn crop cultivated, rates at fix thillings per
acrey flax fix pence for any quantity, the fame for hay;

potatges are tithe free,
R A The
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The beverage of the lower order in this county has
been always whitkey, of which they diftil Jarge qnas-
tities, but moftly without licence.

No county in Ireland has been more notorious for
this illicit trade than Cavanj; their [tills and worms are
made of tin, which every itinerant tinker can manufac-
ture; perhaps the whole apparatus will be defrayed by
the duty faved on one day’s work, and they little value
the furprifal of a revenue officer, as fo flight a capital
fets them up again. When they malt their corn, which
is all of oats, a bag full is thrown to fteep in 2 bog
hole; it is eafily concealed during the growing of the
corn, as is before explained in the 7th chapter; and
the county abounding with corn-kilns to dry their oats
for grinding into meal, they run no rifque in drying the
grain or in grinding it.

The corn-kiln feems peculiar to this county, is a fe-
micircolar hovel thatched, and has an hole to admit
the fire below, like to the eye of a lime-kiln: in the
centre are two beams, on which a hurdle is thrown; a
firaw mat is placed thereon, to {pread the corn on, to
which the heat afcends ; two fmall apertures are oppo-
fite each other in the {ides of the hovel to draw the air;
one of thefe is always clofed, when fire is appli=d.

In the late fcarce years the private diftillation in thefe
parts was checked, as every man made ita pointof duty
to give information where he knew the flills were;

but the laft plentiful harveft has again encouraged
them :
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them: I lately faw in Coote-hill no lefs than sine pri-
vate ftills, which were feized by one active officer inan
evening’s ramble, in that vicinity, and which was no un-
common thing there. The roads of this diftri&t litele
differ from the general report of the county, which is
bad, very bad indeed; this is accounted for irf fome de-
gree by the materials being {o poor for road making;
but a confiderable fhare of blame is, I think, attached
to the allowing the colletors of the public cefs to run
into arrears and cornfufion, and alo to the mode of af-
fellment, as the Grand Jury prefents only during the
fummer aflizes, when the poor man is pooreft, at the
only feafon when he is probably buying his provifions
and flax. It would doubtlefs be much better to pre-
fent at both aflizes, and make the largeft afleflment,
when the peafant can beft fpare the money.

The foil of this diftri¢t varies from cold deep argil,
heavy and ftiff yellow clays, to a light, dry, and rather
mountainous tilly ftratum, covering a quarry of hard
blue and green ftone, whick is called whin-flons, and
is frequently met with in great blocks. Strong indica-
tions of lead are found in this defcription of {oil; and on
the town-land of Mayo, the eftate of Charles Coote,
Efg.is a mine, which has been proved to have been
exceedingly rich, and was worked about fifty years
ago with good fuccefs: but the proprietor at that time,
perhaps miftaking it for a gold mine, was toe fan-
guine of its value, and chofe rather to fhut it up, than

o



246 STATISTICAL SURVEY

to take the one-fourth of the ore, ready fmelted on the
fpot, from two Englifh miners of reputed refpeétability,
who came from Falmouth to propofe for it, jointly
with a wealthy merchant of the city of Dublin, and
whofe propofals now lie before me. The fhafts, which
had been funk, were framed and covered over, to pre-
vent cattle from falling in, and fince it has remained fo.

The main véin lies in a flaty or rather gravelly rock,
and has no clay about it; but between it and the rock
of each fide the ore is a foft foapy {ubftance, in colour
refembling the ochre, that {kinners ufe, through which
a ftick may be eafily thruft, and without meeting any
oppofition. The water {pringing through this fubftance
is of the like colour, and in the heart of this pafte is
another fubftance much firmer, and of a grey colour,
which the miners call fpar; when burnt it refembles
brimflone, and has a very fulphureous fmell.

In finking one of the fhafts on the hill in this vicinity,
for at that time many tons of ore were raifed, they
{iruck on a rich vein of copper ore, at thirty-fix feet
depth frem the furface; fome of this ore was fince
affayed, and proved te contain about nine per cent of
copper, and highly impregnated with fulpbur and ver-
digreafe. The ore was in fhape rather of angular
points, and until broken refembled a frone. Copper
pyrites are frequently found in this town-land, but very

poor near the furface.

When
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- When the rocks and boulders of the hard whin-

ftone appear, the foil is frequently filiceous, and argil-
lite on the eaftern afpe&t, and here are the ftrongeft
mineral appearances; this vicinity would well deferve
a clofe and minute mineralogical infpection. As the
duty is taken off the copper fince the a& of Union, it
will - doubtlefs be no fmall ftimulus to the working of
the copper mines of Ireland, which it hitherto fo confi-
derably retarded.

A {late quarry is alfo on this eftate, where fome very
durable and excellent flates have been raifed, very near
the furface, and at a {mall expenfe; they are fold at
the quarry for one guinea per thoufand, and a confider-
able demand for them: I have fent fome of them to
the Dublin Society, which may vie with fome flates
imported. A little more attention to the value of our
own internal refources, and lefs of the mania for fo-
reign materials, and we may perhaps find ourfelves
abundantly fopplied as well at home,

There is no navigation in this county, though a very
fine and important line prefents itfelf through this dif~
tri€t, which will doubtlefs be adopted, if ever the long
projected line of conneftion takes place between the
Shannon and Lough Erne, and the line continued from
thence to the Atlantic, by a navigation from Belleek to
Ballythannon.

In this diftrict the line is very favourable, from Bal-
lybay to Coote-hill, for feven miles, which is the dif-

tance
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tance afunder; there is an extenfive lake, or rather
deep river, for nearly the whole way, and one cut of
about half a mile would make it perfetly fafe and na-
vigable, cutting through the weir of Coote-hill mill;
one lock would be fufficient for a flill navigation, and
it would alfo have the good effett of faving feveral
hundred acres of good meadow land from floods,
which are now under water eight months in the year,
and at beft times yield but 2 ftolen crop of hay. This
e_xtenﬁverlakc is joined by the river Nappa, about two
or three miles below Cootehill, and would ferve as a
capital head level; following this courfe to Belturbet,
about (ixteen miles, the line is obvioufly pointed out,
and at this latter town, which T have before fpoken of,
it enters Lough Erne. From thence to Belleck, above
fifty miles diftant, this famous lake wathes the fhores
of feveral counties, which this navigation would {o im-
mediately benefit. T have heard it propofed by a gen-
tleman, who feemed to have taken great pains in ex-
ploring this line, to have the rock at Belleek cut down
for ten feet, that is, reducing the level of the lake fo
many feet plumb water; by this means a great ftrand
would be gained, on which he propofed the canal
fhould be cut. To pafs an opinion on this propofal
would be prefumptuous, as I am totally ignurant of the
line without this county; but one good effe¢t would ac-
crue, that many thoufand acres of fhore would be gained,

and the beft meadows in the county fecured, whofe

crops
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crops are now-but cafual: the length of this line is faid
to be twenty miles from Belleek to Ennifkillen, where
the floods do immenfe damage, and by this means a
paffage for thofe waters would be effected, that are
now fo deflruttive. "We fhould alfo take into account
the thores of the many iflands, which, I think, are rated
at about three hundred and fixty-five, which are in the
bofom of this lake; and doubtlefs a confiderable quan-
tity of land would be acquired, which might have one
good effedt, of affording employment to the multitude
of emigrants, who annually abardon their country for
America.

It is eftimated, that one lock would only be requifite,
on this line of fifty miles, from Belturbet to Belleek,
by the cutting of the rock. The difadvantages in this
cafe to be examined, are the deftrution of the beauty
of the lake, and alfo of the prefent line of navigation to
Ennifkillen ; but this is of little other account, than for
the conveyance of turf fuel, which only can be effeéted
when the wind blows in one partcular point; for,
with any burthen they cannot work againft the fiream ;
and as to the deftruftion of the beauty of the lake, it
fhould be of little moment, in comparifon with the im-
portant advantages, which would be obtained, were it
judged expedient to adopt it.

Nor would it be a work of that magnitude or imprac-
ticability, which mightappear at firft view; through the

arch



250 STATISTICAL SURVEY

arched rock at Belleck the water of the Erne. now
flows ; by widening and lowering this arch, the matter
would be {foon effe@ed, and the lake lowered. - This
rock is limeftone, and thivered by nature into layers and

joints, of about nine inches diftance, fo that it would
be moft eafily worked.

_An immediate intercourfe would, by this navigation,
(not to infifl in cutting the rogk, which would certain-
Iy be the lefs expenfive mode), be eftablithed with the
principal parts of the nation, and the communication
opened direct in the North, as well as the fouth-weft.

The waters of this diftrict abound with immenfe pike,
and in the rivers are excellent trout, perch, and eel;
but they are well fupplied with falmon from Ballyfhan-
non, with cod-fith from Carlingford, and herrings from
Dundalk 3 the fineft cod-fith is sold in the feafon, from
three hali’pence to two pence per pound.

There is no fyltem of education here; nor can it be
expected, when {o little attention is paid to agriculture, -
that there are any farming focieties. Manufafture is
wholly confined to the linen trade; the high rate of dif-
count between bank notes and guineas, (as in fpecie
every article is paid for) has occafioned a heavy tax on
the trade, and daily increafes, as gold becomes fearce.
The emigrating mania, which of late has raged fo uni-
verfally, has confiderably contributed to the dearth of
{pecie, as each adventurer turned his property into mo-

ney,
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aey, which he took with him; for, latterly, the expor-
tation of linen to that country was venturefome and dif-
couraging. The increafe of this fearcity of gold will at
length have the beft effect to the trade, in my opinion,
as they muft ultimately trade with bank notes ; fo that,
though the impofition is at prefent a fevere tax, its extra-
vagance will foon work its own deftruttion. Much of
this county is under abfentee property, and fo long-as
the landlords and their agens infift on their rents in
fpecie, it will retard this defirable objeét to the linen
trade, which is, at prefent, firuggling on very unequal
terms with every other branch in Ireland.
_ 'The mills of this county are numerous, and of three
defcriptions ; of the firft, or corn mill, every eftate has
one for the tenantry to grind their oats, and they are
bound, under a fevere penalty of five fhillings per bufhel,
to grind their corn thereat, and pay the fixteenth grain
“¢f toll or mouter. There are numerous {mall mill-fites,
and of courfe many fuch mills are erefted, where they
grind for the twenty-fourth grain, or a third lefs mou-
ter; the hardfhip on the tenant is obvious, and the dif-
ference fo confiderable, that many people will fend their
corn feveral miles diftant to one of the free mills. The
rent of the mills rates from ten pounds to one hua-
dred and fifty pounds per annum, according to the
value of the concern, and the fupply of water. Indry-
ing the oats, preparatory for grinding, two pence per
barrel
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barrel is paid. The fecond defcription of mills are thofe
for flax, two of which are in this vicinity, and the pro-
prietors earn from thirty to fixty pounds per annum,
which fum is fhared between the proprietor and the
men, who work in this concern.  One of thofe mills,
if well artended to, will beetle and {fcutch as much fax ‘
in one day, as can be thus worked by twenty-five or
thirty expert hands.

The machinery is fo fimple and cheap, it is won-
derful that many more of thefe mills are not ereted,
when fo great labour and lofs of time is faved.

The third defcription of mill are the bleach mills,
which are very numerous; in the parith of Dromgoon,
po lefs than fifty thoufand pieces of linen cloth can be
finithed in one feafon. In thefe mills are all the ma-
chinery of the wath mill, rubbing boards, ‘and beetling
engines, drove by water, with connettions to the boil-
ing-houfes and drying lofts.

Plantations are only encouraged or attempted by men
of fortune; the fences are fo extremely bad, it is im«
poffible to preferve them from cattle; the lower orders
are cruelly averfe to thls ornamental and valuable im-
provemennt, and frequently deftroy young trees, and
quickfet hedges, before they are a month in the ground,
fearful left fuch improvements might raife the value of
their lands, which arefet on thort leafes ; timber, how-

ever,
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aver, is not fcarce, as extenfive woods are in the neigh-
bourhood. -
Fir rates, at from 1s. to s5. 64. per foot: ath, 15, 64.

to 25. 6d. ozk and beech, from 2s. 64. to 35 64,
and, if a long and good fhaft, to 5s. per foot, fmall
bruilding timber for cabins, and for farming utenfils, rate
much cheaperin proportion. Foreign timber comes very
high, as at leaft ix pence per foot is added to the mer-
chant’sprice,for carriage. Exceptingthe vicinity of towns,
and bleach greens, turf fuel is plenty, and very cheap;
according to the demand, the price varies from three
to five pounds per acre; in afcarce n‘eighbourhood, and
at Rahain in the parith of Killdrumfheridan near Coote
Hill, it is fo high as fixteen pounds per acre.

When they cut out their bogs, and level the furface,
the land becomes more valuable than any they have,
which-they manure plentifully with athes. There can-
not be faid to be any walte ground in this diftri&t, for
the farms are fo fmall, and the population fo great,
every patch is brought in with the fpade, which is inac-
ceffible to the plough. ‘ -

The great want {feems to be, that of employment for
the youth of both fexes, for the greater part of the
year, particularly in the winter feafon: until twelve or
fourteen years of age, they are entirely naked; this

loudly
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Joudly calls for reform. The children are not prbn‘e to
idlenefs, but they cannot get employment ; few families
there are, but have children enough to wind the quills
for the looms, at which work they can earn from four
to ten pence per day. ;

The Englifh language is entlrely fpoken, mdeed very
few of the lower order underftand the Irith tongue.
There are no remarkable old buildings in this diftriét,
but almoft every hill has a Danith fort, and on feveral
of them are yet feen the veftiges of a fortification ; thefe
would be beautiful fituations to have planted. in this
county, whofe furface is fo extremely undulating.

The rate of their weights and meafures differs con-
fiderably from thofe of the neighbouring counties; meal
is fold by the cwt. which is one hundred and twenty
pounds: butter, the like proportion: oats; fourteen

ftones to the barrel, of fourteen pounds to the ftone. . .

Malt, twelve do. do.
Bere, fixteen do. do.
‘Wheat, twenty do. do.

Flax Is fold by the ftone, and has fixteen pounds,

The weight of the barre! of potatoes Auctuates more
than all others, as in many neighbouring parithes their
barrei varies from twenty to twenty eight, to forty and
forty-cight ftones; but they are commonly fold by
bulk in the fack: the balance, in this cafe, is clearly.
againft the purchaler, as the feller doubtlefs is not ig-

norant
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norant of how much weight his fack will contain:
this fraud ought furely to be redrefled; it, however,
fhews how well ftocked this country is with this ar-
ticle, and how litile of it comes to market, or the file
would not be {0 neglected, or held in fo defpicable efli-
mation. ,

" The town af Cootehill, which is the beft town in
the barony, or, in the fale of its markets, the moft con-
fiderable in the county, ftands nearly on the verge of
Monaghan, and is on the eftate of Charles Coote
Efquire, and immediately joins his demefne at Bella-
mont foreft. This town, but for its valeable linen
market, would long \ﬁncc have been cxtinguifhed,
from the total negle of its late proprictor, the Earl of
Bellament, though, doubtlefs, for the important reafon
I have afferted, and for combining caufes, it thould and
might be ;ché beft inland town in Ulfter, The advanta-
ges, which Cootehill poffeffes, feem now to be truly ap-
preciated by the prefent proprietor, who has already
improved it with feveral very handfome houfes, and the
old leafes being extinét, the tenants are obliged to build
after an adopted plah, and meet every reafonable en-
couragement ; neat fhambles have been laft year ered}-
ed, and a market-houfe is now building.

The vicinity being entirely deftitute of quarry, and
the clay yielding bricks of the beft quality, it becomes
an

s
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Colonel Clements, and an excellent houfe built. In
wood and water this feat is very well furnifhed: the
young plantations have thriven admirably, and their
effett is moft pleafing and happy. The grounds, like
thofe of many in this country, are but in a negleted
ftate of cultivation. About the fame diftance is Anna-
‘lee, the feat of the Rev. Doctor Keatinge ; in point of
fituation it is unrivalled; the lands are in excellent

_heart, and fhew judicious care and management: two
miles further is Tullavin, the feat of Wm. Moore, Efg.
This demefne has alfo been well planted, and on
which is fome very fine full-grown timber; a better
attention has been paid to agriculture, and no where
in this county are fuch excellent fences, admirably well
quicked, and the hedge-rows planted with foreft trees.
The houle is but a cottage on the ruins of an old caftle,
which with the adjoining thrubbery prefents the neat-
eft appearance, but Mr. Moore is prepariﬂg to build 2
capital manfion, correfponding with the value of this
beautiful and well improved demefne.-

An extenfive garden of about four acres has been
lately inclofed with a very good and lofty ftone wall
lined with brick. This garden is moft elegantly laid
out, and the belt attention paid to it of any in the
county ; the fruit trees are in the higheflt perfe@ion.
A thick fcreen of young timber proteés it from the
North and Eaft winds, which blow here keen and fe-
vere. Within this demefhe are many Daaith forts,

5 which
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which are now beautifully planted, and the young trees
have well thot up. The effets of thefe clumps in the
midft of the fields are {ufficient to thew, with what

little expenfe and care fo much of this negle@ted coun--

ty might be brought to profit and beauty.

A rapid river runs at the foot of the demelne, and is
the fame I have {fpoken of in the line of navigation;
here the Nappa and the Annalee rivers unite, and thence
flow to Belturbet. The fences and inclofures'on this
demefne would confpicuounfly appear, and deferve the
bigheft reputation in the moft improved ;':m;nty in Ire-

land. How confiderably muft the effe&t be pleafing -

here, whete is fuch a total negleé of this moft impor-
tant concern, and the wild furrounding cominonage,
for it deferves no. better diftin&ion, highly ferves s
a foil to the beauties of fuch improved and capital in-
clofares? ‘

About one mile further on the Cavan road is Raken-
ny; the charming and antique feat of Henry Clements,

Efq. which yet gives a lively idea of the grand difpofi- -

tion of demefne Jands and improvements in more an-

Y

cient times, and which appearances are as yet carefully

preferved. 'The bappy choice of plantation grounds
is entirely favourable to the courfe of the river, and

the great fupply of water, with the rapidity of the

ftream, has found other courfes, which after meander~
ing through the plantations have cut out {mall iflands,
and unite again with the ftreamseof the parent river.

A communication
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A communication Is preferved through all thefe planta-
tions, by Chinefe and ruftic bridges, which are thrown.
acrofs the ftream, and the walks neatly gravelled; the
views of the cafcades, and the found of their waters
re-echoed through thefe groves, which prefent fuch a
variety of fhade, with the fragrance of the wood-
flowers along the walks, convey the moft grateful and
pleafing fenfations.

I muft here obferve a moft excellent plan of roof-
ing, which covers one of the ornamental cotrages in
this demefne; the timber of the roof projets about fix~
teen inches beyond the wall of the houle, aond confe-
quently is built of frathe work ; the thatch projefls, of
courfe, as much more from the timber, and the whole
ferves as a complete parapluic to the houfe, which can-
not receive any wet. The houfe is all frame work,
lathed and plaiftered withinfide and-without, and though
built above feventeen years has not yet the leaft appear.
ance of damp or injury, and is as warm as any brick,
ftone, or mud walls I have ever feen. - In this demefne
are three gardens, which are all well fupplied, and one
of them has the old terrace and other antique orna.
ments,

Nor has Mr. Clements been lefs attentive to the re-
claiming of his lands; forty acres of bog have been
lately capitally drained, and the main cut is twelve feet
by fourteen ; this promifes to be moft excellent ground;
by widening and deepening the river much bottom

52 meadow
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meadow ‘has been recovered and drdined, and is now
the foundeft heep-walk, and the moft fertile ground in-
the - parifh; nor in fheep-walk only is it occupied, for
cows are here fatted to five or fix cwt.

- The manficn on this demefne is very old and low,
fitnate in a vale, between the fhelter of woods and
hills; it a very lopg and fpacions building, entirely cor-
refponding with the {yftem of the day when it was
erefted; to which is annexed every fuitable office in
diftin@ and feparate fquare courts, well inclofed.

- The fmall plantations contiguous-to this demefne,
for which Mr. Piers received the Dublin Society’s pre--
mium, are but in poor and ruinous order-; and his nur-
fery, which was eftablithed for the fale of young trecs,
is now difcontinued. )

. The Danifh forts are numerous in this vieinity; not
many. years ago, when one of them was preparing for
plantations, above one thoufand pounds werth of gold
coin was found, and alfo a large gold fibuw/a buried. in
an iron pot. The neareft houfe of note, or caftle, at
th{s time was in the mean village of Ballinacarig, of
which there is now fcarce a veftige, though it is re-
corded to have been a {pacious building, and furround-
ed with a fortification, comprifing a foffe, towers, and
baftions. )

- The country from Coote-hill to the bounds of the
barony may be valued at 30s. per acre, fome of it is
fet much higher; very little or none of this diftri€t has

been
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been under wheat culture: Mr. Clements_has attemp-
ed it with fuccefs, and cleared feventy-five-pounds from
two and an half acres, but this was in the fcarce feafon,
when that grain had fo high a price. The oat acre
yields twelve barrels of fourteen ftone, from twenty-
two ftones of feed, Of barley, four-rowed, twenty
barrels has been the produce, and of potatoes the
moft abundant return.  So excellent is this {oil for. this
valuable crop, that from fix to eight guineas per. acre
will be eafily had fdr» potatoe ground, which is very
high in this diftri€t. Meadow is very feldom fet ; the
hay is fold in the cock in bulk, and may be rated at
the average of .gos. pér ton. Flax ground will fet for
eight guineas per acre.

In the houles through all this country the linen ma-
nufature is carried on, and few of them are without
two or three looms employed. _

Bog is however very fcarce, and fets at eight guineas
per acre, and all in this vicinity will foon be eihauﬁ;ed;
fuei, of courfe, is very dear.

The parifh‘o‘f Kil!l is now divided ; the late divifion is
called Afhfield, where a new and very neat church
has been lately buile by Mr. Clements of Athfield, and
to which are annexed twenty acres of glebe. To the
old parith of Kill three hundred acres of glebe are
fquoined. From Rakenny to Clones, an excellent
br'xdge crofles the river, and the roads are in tolerable
sepair.

. Senth
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Seuth of Ceote-hill Ites Bellgreen, the feat of Thos.
Brunker, Efg. The fences here are well quicked and
inclofed; a confiderable tra¢t of land has been well re-
claimed and: well improved; a very excellent family
houfe has been ereéted on an elevared and command-
ing fite, and on the bleach-greens adjoining this gentle-
man has expended confiderable fums in mills, which
are well fupplied with water. The inhofpitable glebe
beyond the river is capable of yielding much profi,
were it in cligible hands, and alfo could afford confi-
derable ornament to this demefne. ¥ have already had
occafion to make honourable mention of Mr. Brunker’s
mdefarigable and happy exertions in draining, in the
Monaghan Survey, which have alfo been purfued here
with the like fuccefs.

About a mile further is the feat of Thomas Powell,
Efq. where the linen manufaétare is alfo confider~
ably and extenfively engaged in.

I fhall now conclude this baronial furvey, with a
more particular account of Bellamoat foreft,

This grand demefne contains above one thoufand
acres of land, nearly five hundred of which are cover-
ed with woods of full-grown timber, which encompafs
lakes of great Qeauty; and were the area of thefe ex-
tenfive fheets of water to be taken into account, 2 very

confiderable portion of acres, which they cover, would
be annexed to the return.

The
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- The whole of this immenfe range of ormpmental
grounds are incloféd by a thick fcreen, and 2 particular
care has been had to preferve every appearance confo-
nant to fo fpacious an inclofure; and all confined ideas
were abandoned in their formation.

* Nor can there be conceived a furfaee of fuch various
undulation, or more pleafing inequalities for the choice
of plantations, which, with the happy cembination of
. water, and extenfive profpets, are fo flrikingly pictu-
refque, and beautifully difpofed for the highefk finith of
ornamental improvements.

The venerable groves of cak crowning the fummits
of conical hills, which are overtopped by the more elon-
gated, and almoft mountainous range, clothed with the
lofty pine, afford the molt pleafing contraft in fuch va-
ried thades, and are refle¢ted in the fpacious lake, which
waters the borders of thofe woods, '

Remarkably happy for this fublime view, the fite of
the manfion was chofen, and on the oppofite fide the
profpeét is as rich and captivating, furnithed with all
the fylvan fcenery and magnificent decorations of Daw-
fon.grove, which are highly enlivened by the hofpitable
flags of the proprietor of that princely demefne, which
fplendidly wave over his charming improvements.

There cannot be two demefnes, which more happily
unite, or more reciprocally contribute to the beauties of
each other; and, as the view of either manfion is com-
pietelv fhut out from the other, the whole immenfe

' ranpe



164 STATISTICAL SURVEY

range of improvements and fpacious woods, extenfive
lakes, and elegant plantations, would to a ftranger ap-
pear as the one demelne.

From the front of the houfe of Bellamont Foreft,
though all the charming profpect is prefented, it is ra-
ther mal.apropos, that the principal and very grand fuit
of rooms are confined to, and lighted from the rere,
where the water-views, with which this demefiie
abounds, are entirely fhut out, on which account fome
connoiffeurs are of opinion, that the houfe is not exadt-
ly in the beft fituation. This manfion is built of brick,
with a portico of cut {tone after the Doric order, fup-
ported by four pillars more plain than embellithed, and
elevated on a flight of fourteen feps, thirty feet wide.

The cafing of the ‘window frames is allo of cut
ftone, to correfpond with the portico ; and the centre
window of each fide of the houfe, (whichis a regular
fquare), is arched at top, and ornamented with light
pillars of cut ftone.

The houfe appears from the exterior view to have
three flights of apartments, though it has two floors
only.

The entrance from the portico is a lofty hall, thirty
three feet by thirty, which is ornamented with ftatuary
in regular niches; the ftady and breakfaft parlour are
at diagonal extremities, as are the two flights of ftairs,
which are concealed by doors, and immediately oppo-
fite the hall-docr is the faloon of the like dimenfions

of
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of the hall: the walls of this very beautiful apartment
are adorned with fome excellent portraits, and a
tull fength picture of the late Earl, in his robes of the
order of the Bath, and a correfponding one of the Coun-
tefs of Bellamont, both painted by Sir Jothua Reynolds.
The likenefles are extremely well preferved, and the
painting efteemed as very good; and in this apartment
is ane of the beft hiftorical pictures, which Ireland can
produce, the fubjet being the fuicide of Dido, in which
all the figures are at full length, fuppofed to have been
executed by Raphael. Indeed, every thing in this fine
pi¢ture commands admiration, and the diffierent pal-
fiens, which that extraordinary cataftrophe muft have
created in the court of that queen, are happily execu-
ted; though the poet’s beautiful defcriptionis, in moft
refpets, very {trikingly reprefented, yet the artift has a
little deviated from the exa® delineation we fhould ex-
pett from Virgil’s defcription, but perhaps has not, in
this inftance, exceeded the licence, to which the painter
is entitled, and which would doubtlefs not be adopted by
{o incomparable a judge as Raphael, if he was not fen-
fible of its fuperior effcét. This piture was purchafed
in Italy by the late Earl’s father, for one thoufand five
hundred guineas, and was eftcemed a great bargain.
Several other very capital paintings, as alfo fome very
fine pieces of ftatuary and valuable antiques, were alfo
purchafed by that gentleman; and he had fearcely fur-
nifhed this manfion therewith, when an 'wnfortunate

fire
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fire, which confumed the houfe, deftroyed them all, ex-
cept this one picture. The chimney-pieces, which are
alfo Tralian and very valuable, were preferved, as they
fortunately had not been put up. The eating parlour
and drawing-room, at the oppolfite extremes of the fa-
loon, are of exaélly the like dimenfions, and enriched
with pillars; all thefe principal rooms are very lofty,
andthe ceilings are highly embellifhed with ftucco.

That a faperb appearance might be preferved in the
loftimefs of thefe apartments, the reft of the houfe is fa-
crificed, and in the centre floor are two fmall rooms only,
which are over the fmall ftudy and breakfaft parlour;
they are very low, and ferve as dreffing rooms.

The attic ftory has a good fuit of dormitories, but
they are alfo low; the fine profpets thefe fuits of rooms
command are the moft to recommend them; fndeed
the whole honfe fhews the folly of oftentation in the
Jower apartments, which has quite fpoiled every other
room. This manfion cannot, therefore, be juftly called
a good family houfe: nor can it be faid to be as extenfive
a manfion as is fuitable to fo fplendid and fpacious a de-
mefne. Ms figure being a {quare is alfo hoflileto thgap-
pearance it fhould command, and oppofes any improve-
ment of the addition of wings, which, if of another plan,
might yet be added to a happy and pleafing effect.

The cellars and fervants apartments were, until the
late rebellion, entirely out of fight, from the ex-

teripr view, as the area was arched, flagged, and grated,
which
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which confiderably added to the corre@nefs of the
ftyle of the architeéture ; but it was at that time judged
expedient to take this away, and open the area as a de-
fence to the houfe. From thefe lower apartments is 2 very
capital fubterraneous paflage to the offices, long enough
to bring fuel, &c. to the houfe on cars; this paffage
winds round the great range of offices and farm yard,
which are diftributed in large fquare courts 3 amongft
thefe is an excellent riding-houfe, and a very fpacious
arched ftable. The whole are concealed from the view
of the hoafe, being erected under cover of a hill, which
is thickly planted with full grown timber § this fite was
judicioufly chofen, andthe defign altogether very well ex~
ecuted. The woods of this demefne are the veftige of the
ancient foreft of the country, and this place is famous
for having been the principal refidence of the O’Reilly’s,
who were formerly the lords of the county of Cavan,
then diftinguithed by the denomination of Brefny ; trafls
of thefe woods were feverally cut out fince, at different
periods, and again copfed up, but one plot fhews to have
furvived many centuries. In this the oak is the only tree,
whofe vigour feems not to have decayed with his years,
and here are {fome of the fineft and groflell of this timber
which I have feen. )

This noble tree, of all other timber the moft valu-
able, is likewife of all the moft generous in rural fee-
nery, and branches here with a luxariance, which
creates the happielt effe@, and furnifhes the fpacions
lakes with reflected beanty.

Diamond.



268 STATISTICAL SURVEY

Diamond-hill, fituate at nearly the extremity of this
demefne, and bounded by a fpacious lake, is a very
lofty eminence, which % richly-ornamented with tim=
ber, and comprifes all the beauties of the Foreft and of
Dawfon-grove, together with a great extent of country
and diftant improvements; ~with fome amateurs of
fylvan {cenery, this hill is faid to command the favou-
rite profpe@. The new approach will be very hand-
fome when the bridge is finithed ; though, in the pre-
fent line to the houfe, the incorret idea of receding
from the objet we mean to approach was adopted,
we muft pardon the defect, if not approve it, from the
fublime and beautiful difplay of rural charms, which
at once burft on the view through numerous. viftas,
as the long hillis afcended. The effe®t of this. fcene is
more eafily felt than can be well exprefled: the afcent of
the hill is rather tedious, and too barren of {cenery nntl _
the fummit is gained ; the contraft is then as great as
its effefts are moft fudden and tranfcendently magnifi-
cent, as from hence is almoft a perpendicular fall to
the great lake, which is not diftinguifhed, until' the
woods of Dawfon-grove, which lie beyond it, are firft
taken in: from this viewthe eye is charmed with floating
objets in various directions, and here is comprized
the richelt profpet of foreflt waving over the fpacious
river, expanding into lakes of the fmootheft furface,
whofe banks are charmingly indented by the generous
hand of nature. 'Within the demefne, a fpa has lately

been
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been difcovered, which in tafte exaftly refembles the
waters at Swanlingbar, and feem full as powerful;
the ftrong fmell peculiar to thefe waters led to tl;e dif-
covery in a hard froff, when the waters of the lakes
had feveral feet of ice, yet was not this {till ftream at
all frozen; the waters were uncommonly clear and
cold, and were covered with a thick mineral and cop-
per-coloured {cum.

The deer-park poffefles all that wildnefs, which is {o
fuitable in fuch an inclofure, and fo highly correfponds
with the contour of this demefne, Thefe lands are fitu-
ate very high above the other grounds, in pafture
and varlety of fhade and thelter are excellent for deer,
and have been celebrated for producing the finelt
venifon. '

On the whole, whether we view Bellamont foreft in
the early bloom of {pring, while nature is not yet com-
pletely unfolded; or in fummer, when the rich luxuri-
ance of the groves is as inviting to the eye, as their thel-
ter, and the cooling breezes from the lakes are grate-
ful to the other fenfes ; or in automn, when the rural
{cenery is crowned with sli that variety of colour,
which creates fuch innumerable fhades; or in winter,
when the more filent fnow-{cene, clothed in 2 thoufand
beauties peculiar to itfelf, hufhes all nature to repofe,
and is contrafted with the awful found of the tempeft,
whofe unhofpitable blafts are loudly reechoed through
the groves; we are loft in admiration at the wonder-

ful
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ful works of mature, and we muil admire this- delight-
ful feat, which is fo lictle indebted to art for its nume- '
rous charms, and whofe beauties maft have an emineat
and particular eftimation among the demefnes of Ireland,
fo long as the lavifk and unreftrained hand of the former
muft hold her juft pre-eminence over the mimic powers
of the latter, which are never more deficient thaa in her

attempts to copy from fo fair an original.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIL

RELATING TO THE COUNTY AT LARGE.

RURAL ECONOMY. ‘

SECTION I.

Lakour.

IN this, as in the neighbouring county of Monaghas,
labour is little in demand, as thefe counties are fubdivi-
ded into fo numerous fmall farms; the loom, not the
bufinefs of agriculture, being the main dependance,
and each family is genérally equal to cultivate the
lands they hold. The average value of labour from
the cottier is feven pence per day, and from the fpal-
peen or hired labourer, ten pence; the woman’s la-
bour in the field, five pence to fix pence; but her
affiftance is only required in harveft, or in the digging
out of the potatoe crop.

SECT.
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Sect. 2. Provifions.

The principal fupport being potatoes and oatmeal,
of courfe thefe articles are cheap, as they are o very
plentifully produced, and the nine-tenths of arable
land is under their cultur\e. Wheat-meal is dear, and
flour is imported from Louth, Longford, and Meath.
Beef and mutton rates full as high as in Dublin
market.

Poultry are feldom feen in fuch perfe@ion as in
Dublin market, and could be cheaper fupplied there,
if we take the condition of the fowl into account. The
Dublin poulterers regularly ftroll through this county,
and confiderably tend to encreafe the high price of
fowl. Geefe in very bad order fell for 2s. 24 to
25. 84d. per pair; turkeys in like order, 3. to ‘4:.;
ducks, 20d.; barn-door fowt, 20d.; chickens from 64. .
to 15. Of fifh, fuch as pike, cel, and trout, they have -
abundance in their own lakes, and hawkers regularly
fupply them with cod-fith, from three halfpence to two
pence per pound; falmon, herrings, &c. are brought
here in abundance.

‘Wheat will average 305, per barrel; barley 18s. to
20s.; oatmeal 125, per cwt. and potatoes 24. per ftone,
for feven years rates, the two years of extraordinary

fcarcity not taken into account.
The
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The average return of the wheat acre may be feven
barrels, but very little is cultivated ; of oats twelve; of
barley twelve ; of potatoes one hundred and forty bar-
rels, reduced to twenty ftones per barrel; of potatoe
land, four pounds per acre; of flax land, fix guineas ;
and the average value or prefent rents of Cavan do
not exceed 20s. per acre ; but it muft be confidered, that
all thefe advantages in point of fertility of the county,
and in cheapnefs of rent, tend to the fervice of the
linen manufaéture, as not one-tenth part of Cavan is
ever looked to for the purpofe of making money by
farming, but merely to produce the flax and the provi-
fions for the manufaturers.

Secrt. 3. Fuel,

In general, fuel is in the greateft abundance, and of
a very fine kind. It can be reared on the bog on an
average through the county, for 1os. the hundred fta-
tute kithes, rent and Iabour inclufive.

The tradts of bog are {fo numerous they are contigu-
ous enough to the refidence, and the expenfe of carriage

makes but a fmall addition to this rate.

) T CHAP
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CHAP XIIL

POLITICAL ECONOMY.

SECTION L

Roads.

This ‘county is extremely ill fupplied with materials
for road-making, and in the old lines there was no ju-
dicious fele€tion for roads, but the moft formidable
hills were encountered, if in the ftraight direion.
The new lines thew, that much of the hills can be avoid-
¢d by winding through the vallies; but in the general
reports of the county roads, it muft be confeffed
that they are injudicioufly made and worfe kept.

SEcT. 2. 89" 3. Fairs and weekly markets.

The fairs of Cavan are principally for young cattle,
from yearlings to three years old, both black cattle and
horfes.

The
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The markets have no grain expofed to fale, of pro-
vifions oatmeal principally, and are only remarkable
for the fale of yarn, flax, and webs.

The average fale of linens manufactured and fold in
Cavan County may be rated to value feventy thoufand
pounds, and above twenty thoufand more goes to mar-
ket without the county; fo that nearly one hundred
thoufand pounds worth is manufaftured within the
county. Some years this export has been increaled,
before the emigration to America of the manufacturers,
and when there was a fteady and brifk demand for our

linens.

Sect. 4. Commerce and Manufallures.

Some eftimate may be formed of the fubjet in the
foregoing claufe, by the following return of the capa-
bility of the feveral bleach-greens of the county; but it
muft be obferved, if, of the webs which are finifhed
here, many are purchafed in foreign markets, much more
of the webs of this county’s manufature are allo
purchafed by other bleachers.
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THE COUNTY BLEACH-GREENS.

Place.

Number of
Proprietors. awebs bleacked.

Cootehill market, Meflts. Thos. Eyre POWCL 16,000

Ditto, -
Ditto, -
Ditto, -
Ditto, -
Ditto, -
Ditto, -
Ditto, -
Killethandra,
Ditto, -
" Ditto, -
Ditto, -

-

Brabazon Brunker, 12,000

. Thos. Brunker, 8coo

Sam. Cunnyngham,  8ooco

Jofeph Browne, 4000
John Lee, 5000
William Spear, 8coo
R. George, 4600
J- Benifon, 10,0600
A. Pallas, 8c00
‘Wm. Neal, 4000
J. Sloane, : 4600

Total pieces, 91,000

As a confiderable number of thefe pieces are fheet-

ings, we cannot rate the ninety-one thoufand pieces,

great and {mall, at lefs than 3os. per piece, and at this

valuation the eftimate of capital employed, when the

greens are full, will appear to be forty-five thoufand

five hundred pounds.

The principal grievance, which yet opprefles the
trade, is the high rate of difcount between fpecie and

bank
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bank notes; but this will, of courfe, {foon find its
quietus: nor is it a fcondary caufe of the {mall demand
for our linen in foreign markets, that {fo much mifchief
has been done to webs in the bleaching by fome
quacking pratitioners in chemiftry, who {hould be well
experienced in that art, before a regular and approved
fyftem, which has fucceeded in 2 due courfe of time
in the procefs of whitening our linens, fhould be
innovated by new modes, which are haftily adopted
from their quick operation, and which for faid reafon
fhould above all others be moft fufpected.

CHAP
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l

CHAP XIV.

GENERAL

TABLES.

SECTION I.
Tuble of the average rates of meadow, potatoes, flax-land, and wage:.

| Rate of poatoc and fax

land per acre.

Rate of meadow per
acre.

Wages.

Tullagha,

1
|

from 3 to 4 guineas

from g to 4 pounds

7d. per day through
the year.

Tullaghonoho,

from 4 to 6 guineas

from 4 to 6 guineas

gd. ditto.

Clonmoghan,

from 4 to § guineas

from 3 to 4 guineas

od. ditto.

Loughtce,

from 5 to 7 guineas

from 6 to 8 guineas

1s5. ditto.

Caftleraghan,

from 4 to § guineas

from 3 to 4 guineas

od ditto.

Clonchee,

f

from 4 to § guineas

from 3 to 4 guineas

I

od. ditto.

Tullaghgarvy,

from 5 to 8 guineas

from 4 to 6 guineas

%

15, ditto.

By the rate of meadow is meant the value of the hay yielded per acre, as it is moft ufually fold by

bulk in the cock.

SecT.

glz
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SECTION 1L
TapLi OF THE AVERAGE OF TITHE IN EACH BARONY.

Rates per wre. | Meadow and | Average vaiue of
BARONIES. Wheat. Oats, ‘ ‘;faffl;‘;'.d | Flax per arable and pafture
Quantities. together.

Tullagha, - - - - | Gs. od | 4 6d | 65 od | o5 64 | 108 od.
Tullaghonoho, « - - | 8s. 0od | 65 0d | 8. od | 15 od | 205 od
Clonmoghan, - - - | 85 od. | 6r. od | 8s od | o5 64 | 155 od.
Loughtee; - e - . | 108, 0d. | ‘8;. od. | ros. od. | 'IT od. | 3os od.
Caftleraghan, - - - | 8sr. 0d | 6r.0od | 8 od | on 64 | 150 od
Cionchee, -~ - - - | 8s od | 6r od | 8. od | os. 6d. | 15s od.
%ghgfy = = = | 8.o0d | 8. od |_8.r. o5 | os. 6d. | 2o0s. ®d,

Potatoes are univerfally free ; by the average value is meant the worth of the good and bad lands together, but fome

of thefc lands are fet above their value, others far below : however much higher rents than this valuation could be had
{rom felvent tenants,

‘NVAVDO 40 ALNNOD dHL 30
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Sect 3. Table of Towns and Villages.
BARONIES, TOWNS. VILLAGES.
Tullagha, Ballyconnell, Ballymagowran,
M.P. 3. Bawnboy,
- Derryolim,
Largy,
Swanlingbar,
Woodford,
Tulléghonoho, Killethandra, Arvagh,
M. P. 3. Kilmore,
Scraba,
Clonmoghan, | Crofsdoney, Ballinanagh,
Ballintemple,
Kilgolah,
Kilnaleck,
Mount-Nugent,
Loughtce, Ballyhaife, M, Azghill,
Belturbet, Bailinacarig,
M.P. 2. Butler’s-bridge,
Cavan, M.P. 6. Stradone,
Caftleraghan, Virginia, Daly’s-bridge,
Ballyjamesduff, Kill,
Mullogh,
Llonchee, Bailyborough, Maff,
M.P. 6. Wiitown,
King’s-court, M.
Shercock, M.
Tulaghgarvy, | Coote-hill, Daliinacargy,
: M.P. s Red-hils,
Tuilyvin,

M denctes a market—P a poft-town, and the figure marks
the number of days, on which the poft comes in from Dublin.,
Ster.
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SEcTiON 4.

Alphabetical Liff of Fairs.

Arvagh (25th March) (1ft May) (8th June) (1{t Nov.)

Bailyborough (17th Feb)) (17th May} (15th June) {17th
Aug.} Jigth O&.) (17 Nov.)

Ballyconnell (13th Feb.) (17th March) (16th May} (24th
June) (zo9th July) 2¢th Sep.) {25th O& ) (3d Dec.)

Ballyhaife (1ft March) (18th May) (13th July) (3cth
Aug.) (6th Nov.) (73th Dec.)-

Ballyhiland (z1ft May) (7th June).

Ballyjamesduff {7th May) 17¢h July) 26th O&.) (211t Dec.)

Ballszmagowran (23dFeb)) (23d May) (12th Aug.) (4th O¢)

(22nd Nov.)}

Ballynacarrig (12th Feb.) (1zth May) (6th Aug.) (22nd
Nov.) '

Ballynagh (24th March} (1oth April) (5th June) (5th Aug.)
(34 0&.) (21t Dec.)

Belturbet (1oth Teb.) (21ft May) (12th June) (21ft July)

{4th Sep.) 17th Nov.)

Race (17thMay) (3d June).

Cayan (:ft Feb.) (14th May) (14th Aug) (25th Sep.)
12th Nov.)

Cootehtll (22th March) (gth June) (r2th Sep.} (6th Dec)

Crofs-
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Crofsdoney (5th April) (27th May) (26th Aug.) 17th Nov.)

Doobally (26th May) (15th Axg.)

Kilgoguy (5th Feb.) (z5th May) (3d Aug.} 5th Nov.)

Kilgolah (17th Jan.) (17th March) (26th April) (27th

Nov.)

Killethandra (28th March) (z2nd June) (24th Auvg.} (8th
Nov.)

Kilnaleek (2zd Feb.) (r3th May) {11th June) (1oth Aug.)
(1ft Nov.) (17th Dec.)

King’s Court {23d May) (18th Jume) (ift Aug.) (1gth
Sep.) (8th Nov.) (4th and 24th Dec.)

Largy (22nd May) 22nd July) (22nd Sep.) (igth Nov.)

Mount-Nugent (1{t June) {21t O&.)

Muff (1zth Aug.)

Redhills (1t Jan.) (24th May) {24th July) z4th O&.)

Scraby (1oth Feb) (15th May) (ift Aug.) (xsth Dec)

Shercock {16th May) (2d June).

Stradone (23d March) (z4th June) {16th Aug.) (x6th
0O&.) (18th Dec.)

Swanlingbar (1ft Feb.) (3oth March) (12th April) (i8th
May) (gth June) (27th July) (13th O&.) {z7th Nov.)
{21ft Dec.)

Tullyvin (gth March) {4th May) (5th July) (26th Aug.)

(11th Dec))
Virginia (12th April) {gth July) (23d Sep.) (21ft Nov.)
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SEcTION 3.

ALPHABETICAL LIST
OF THE

PRINCIPAL LANDED PROTPRIETORS.

ADAMS, Cofby Efg.

, James Efq.

» O'Reily Efq.

s Rev. Allen Noble

» Rev. Benjamin

, Stewart Efq.
Annefley, Rev. Dean

-—, Right Hon. Ear! of
Efq.

Armftrong,

BAKER, John Efq,
~———, Robert Efg.
Barry, Colone! John
———, Thomas, Efq.
Batterfby, , Efg.
Bell, Andrew Efq.
-——, Richard Efq.
Benifon, John Efq,
Berry, Thomas Efg.
Betty, William, Ef.

Blackwood,
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‘De Blaquiere, Right Hon. Lord

STATISTICAL SURVEY

Blackwood, James Efg.
—— ——, Richard Efq.
Blathtford, ~ Effy.
Booth, Richard Bell Efg.
Brooke, Rev. Richard
Brunker, Thomas Efg.
Burrowes, Alexander Efg.
, Robert Efg.

CALDWELL, Sir John Bart.
Campbell, Wm. Efg. reprefentatives of,
Canning, George Efq.

Carfon, Thomas Efg.

Clements, Henry Efq.

. » Theophilus, Efq.

Coghill, Sir —— Bart.

Coote, Charles Efg.

Copeland, John Jones Efg.

Corbet, Patrick Efg.

Corlismore, —— Efg-

Corry, Thomas Charles Stewart Efg.
Cofby, Major

Cottingham, Reverend Doctor
Crawford, James Efq.

Crofton, Sir, Hugh Bart.

DAVENPORT, Simon Efg.
Dawfon, Townly, Efq. reprefentatives of,
Deale, Efg.

Doughty
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Doughty, Robert Bfg.
Doyle, George, Efg.

ELLIOTT, John, Efq.
Ellis, Efg.

, Gore, Efg.

, Efg.
Ennis, Thomas, Efg.

Enery,

FARIS, Alexander Efg.

s Efg.
Farnham, Right Hon. Earl of
4Fleming, Arthur Efg.
, Thomas Efg.

5 Efg.
Fofter, Henry Efg.

GAVEN, ~—— Efg.
Gosford, Right Hon. Lord
Griffon, William, Efq.

HARMAN, Ralph, Efq.

-—, William Efq.
Haffard, Jafon Efq.

Headford, Moft Noble Marquis of
Hinds, Walter Efq.

Hodgfon, Sir Robert Bart.

Hume, Robert Efg.

JACKSON, Mrs.
Jones, Humphrey Efq.
Jones,
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Jones, John Moutray Efq.
Irwin, Richard Efg.
, William Efg.

KELETT, Robert Efq.
Kilmore, Reverend Dean of
, Right Reverend Bifhop of

LANAUZE, Efq.
Lanefborough, Right Hon. Earl of,

M:«CARTNEY, Mifs

i s Mrs,

Magrath, Luke Efq.

Maxwell, Henry Efq.

Mayne, Edward Efq.

Mee, — Elg.

Montgomery, George Efq. reprefentatives of
Moore, Garrett Efq.

,» William Efq.

Morton, Charles, Efy.

NESBITT, Colonel Thomas
» Rev. Albert
Nixon, George Efg.

, Humphrey Efq.
Newburgh, Arthur Efq.
s, minors Efqrs.
WNugent, Chriftopher Efg.

Nugent,
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Nugent, Colonel
, Oliver Efq.

O'REILY, Antheny, Efg.
————, James Efq.
—_—, —— Eig.
PALLIS, Chriftopher Efg.
Efg.
Pleydell, jonathan Morton Efg.
Powell, Thomas Eyre Efq.
Pratt, James Efg.
, Rev. Jofeph

/

Percival,

RADCLIFFE, Efq.
Richardfon, Sir Win. Bart.
—. Wm. E{g.

Roberts, Rev. Edward S.
Ruxton, Wm. Efq.

SAUNDERS, Major
Saunderfon, James Efg.

, Francis Efy.
, Robert Efq.
Singleton, John Efq.
Smyth, Mrs.

Sneyd, Nathaniel Efq.

, Rev, William
Somerville, —— Efg.
Southwell, Hon. Colonel

284

Spencer,
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Spencer, Jofhua Efg.
Stanford, John Efg.
Staples, Sir Robert Bart.
Stephens, Willliam Efq.
Story, Rev. Jofeph

TATLOW, John Efy.
Thornton, Perrott Efq.

VEAITCH, John Efg.
> Efq. reprefentatives of

WATERFORD, Moft Noble Marquis of
‘Whyte, Francis Efg.

Wills, Efq.

‘Wynne, Owen Efq.

YOUNG, James Efg.
————, John Efq.

CHAP.
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CHAP XV.

FARMING SOCIETY.

THERE had not been any farming fociety in Cavan,
at the time I was collefting the materials for this furvey;
however I now learn, that a fociety is eftablithed at
Bawnboy, of which Mr. Sneydis prefident, who repre-
{ents the county.

So important are the advantages refulting from the
meetings and communications of experimental and ju-~
dicious farmers, that they fhould meet every encourage-
ment. No part of Cavan is lefs engaged in manufac-
tore, than the vicinity of the members of this new
fociety 5 norare there any lands {o favourably difpofed
for improvement, if we confider the fmall rents, and the
valuable change, which is wrought on the {oil of this
hilly region by a fmall application of lime, and a littde
perfevering induftry. The encouragement now held
out by the farming {ociety of Ireland, to the minor efta-
blithments, will be doubtlefs ncl) {mall incentive to us to
cultivate our lands, and bring into immediate profit
thofe valuable refources, which have lain too long ne-

U glelted,
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gle&ted, though poflefling capabilities \euough to procure

true wealth and independence.

The utility and important benefits, which refult from
the correfpondence with focletics of agriculture, are’
clear, becaufe by their different reports of foil our
theory is perfett againft the time, when we fhall have
occafion to put into pradtice- the knowledge we have
acquired from their communications ; for, although the
firft principles of agriculture will hold good in every
country, yet the true methdds of their application muft
vary, according to the nature of the foil. The more ex-
tenfive are ‘thofe focietics, the greater knowledge will
be acquired, and the more rapidly it will be diffufed.

Vain indeed would be the exertions ofthe experimental
farmer, and uftlefs would be the valuable traéts of hul-
bandry, which are offered to the public, if 2 general and
laudable {pirit of emulation in the culture of our lands,
and in the improvement of our ftock, did not almoft
wniverfally prevaﬂ, which the wife and enlightened
government {o meritorioufly encourages, and which, that
their example may be more effeftual, are almoft india
vidually and extenfively engaged in.

Under fuch aufpices, agriculture muft flourith, fcience
mufl be enlarged, and the lethargy, which toolong fealed
up our ideas, of this moft important of all concerns, is
at length difpelled; and in the happy hours of returning
peace we muft exped, that the legal bonds and reftric-

tions
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tions, which have hitherto preferved all thofe abfurd and
ridiculous cuftoms, to which we have too fondly been
attached, and which have too long opprefled the ferti-
lity of our foil, will give way to the real interefts of the
nation, which are and ever will be infeparably inter-

woven with the profperity of her hufbandry.

U2 CHAP,
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CHAP. XVIL

CONCLUS!ION.

FROM the negle® of the valuable and extenfive
trafts, which now deferve no better diftinétion than in-
holpitable, unpopulated, and barren waftes, this county
does not raife corn {ufficient for its own fupply, though
the foil is capable of fo high improvement, as to yield
full one-third greater produce.

Nor would it be an unfair calculation to affert, that
the rentals might be fully increafed in the fame propor-
tion, if the fpirit of induflry, which muft firft {pring
from the landlords themfelves, would more generally
prevail: until their example leads the way, foch an il'
teration might be dangerous to the manufaéture, and
particularly fo to the proprietor. The great misfor-
tune to this county is, that nature has denied that re-
vigorating manure of lime, which {o powerfully changes
the foil; a navigation only could fupply a fufficiency on
cafy terms.

Flax culture is miferably followed; draining is total-
ly neglected: a little attention to inclofures, which thew
fo little care, is now particularly required nor thould
the better repairs of the county roads be a fecondary

confideration.
I now
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I now beg leave to make my belt acknowledgments
to the gentlemen of this county, who have fo kindly
affifted me with their intelligent and polite communica-
tions, and with every with for the profperity of this
county, '

I have the honour to be,
Their moft obedient,
And very humble fervant,

CHARLES COOTE.



AN Account of Premiums adjudged by the Dublin Saciety, for Planting in the County of Cavan, fince the Year

1786, where fecurity bas been given to preferve the Jame for ten years from.the date of the grant.

To avhom ! Feor zhat, Acres. l é Report of prafent flate.
William Faris, l Fencing coppice woads. I 25 1789 In gaad prci‘crx;a:ion.
Ditto. | Ditto. 18 1790 ' Dirto.
John Young, Ditto 16 1196 Ditto,
Rev. Wm. Maore, Planting Danith forts, :g gs;g{:i E’;:{:ii :;9—0 Ditto.

John Piers,

’ Ditio

|

22 perches planied I |
22 perches inclofed 799,

Very bad, almof(t quite deftroyed

Henty Fofter,

! Inclofing plantations,

it

171, In great heart and vigour, well protected, and capitally
79 { 8 X
inclofed. )

Humphrey Nixon,

l " Ditto

10

! l79'[ In good prefervation.

Thomas Butler,

! Copfing woods

2

T793?Well inclofed, but cattle are now admitted, which do much

Henry Fofler,

' Incloling plantations

13

damage ; the copfe was otherwife thriving.

1794 Mr. Fofter’s plantations are in the fulleft vigour.

The infpedtion of this Report CHARLES COOTE
. was made in 1801, 802, . :

r4

ATAENS TVILLSLLVLS
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References to and Explanations of the Rev. Mr. Cooke's
newly improved patent Drill Machine, *

"The fuperior merits of the prefent improved machine,
compared with the old one, confilt

i/ In the wheels (B. B. fig. 1.) being fo large, that
the machine can travel on any road without trouble,
or danger of breaking; alfo from the farm to the field,
&c. without taking to pieces; requiring only half the
draught which the old machine requires. _

2dly. In the coulter beam (C. C. fig. 1, with all the
coulters) moving with great eafe to. the right or left,
on a principle of the pentagraph, by which means the
drills may be made firait; and where lands or ridges
are made four feet and a half, or nine feet and a half
wide, the horfe may always go in the furrow, without
fetting a foot on land, either in drilling or horfe-hocing.

3dly. In the feed fupplying itfelf regularly, without
any attention, from the upper to the lower boxes, as it
is diftributed.

4thly. In lifting the pin M on the coulter beam to a
hook L on the axis of the wheels; by which means the
coulters are kept out of the ground at the end of the
land, without the leaft labour or fatigue to the perfon,

who attends the machine,
stbly

* Tor Plate, See Page 224,
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5¢hly. In going up or down fteep hills, the {eed-box
is elevated or deprefled accordingly, fo as to render the
diftribution of the feed regular; and the feed being co-
verad by a lid, s {fcreened from wind or rain,

Thefe arc fome of the advantages appertaining to the
above improved drilly which, though confiderable in
the procefs of drilling, are as nothing, compared with
thofe, which arife from the ufe of the horfe-hoe; of
which it may fuffice to fay, that from eight to ten acres
are commonly hoed in one day, with one man, a boy,
and a horfe, at the trifling expence of {ix pence or eight
pence an acre, in a {tyle far {fuperior to, and more ef-
fetual, than any hand-hoeing whatever; alfo perform-

ed at times and {eafons when it is impoflible for the
hand-hoe to be ufed at all,

APPENDIX.
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Furtber Confiderations on the State of the Poor.

AMONG the various fubjefts, which have been
confidered, I feel it neceffary to fay a few words more
on the moft important concern of all, which is the
condition of the poor; for it will require little thought
to convince us, that the wealth, the happinefs, and the
peace of the nation, muft depend on an amelicration of
their cruly deplorable {tate.

Too little indeed have their mileries occupied our
attention, than which no grievance more particularly
requires redrefs, as well on the fcore of found policy,
as in obedience to the ditates of humanity.

I thall venture a little reafoning on this fubje&, and
endeavour to fhew, how mu;h it is the intereft of the
community in general, as well as of the landed propri-
etor in particular, to heartily engage in fo important a
concern ; for furely the welfare of that clafs of people
ought to be confidered, whofe lobour and induftry are
our main dependence, and awhofe comforts infure peace, pro-

[perity, and content at bomz.

From
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From our prefent clofe connection with the fiffer
country, their interefts are now deeply interwoven with
ours, and we fhall doubtlels foon fee their earneft exer-
tions for the improvement and civilization of Ireland;
and it cannot be denied, that the preliminary flep muft
be the corredtion of the greateft nuifance, which furely
is the unhappy fituation of the poor.

I fhall be very brief in thefe remarks, which with
great zeal and.difhdence 1 venture to offer, nor will I
,atten;pt a particular recapitulation of forrows ; fuch a
melancholy pi¢ture would only ferve as 2 national re-
proach, for I do not here confine myfelf to any parti-
cular place, but allude to the condition. of the poor
throughout Ireland : I fhall only fay, in beholding their
poverty we fwell the magnitnde of our own negledt, in
not having long fince redrefied it.

It is evident, that we either had not the means of
. affording this redrefs, or that we have been cruelly
deaf to the calls of humanity.

The former thefis will not be eafily demonfirated,
and as the latter will hardly meet invefligation, let it,
in charity, be obfcured in the fhade of that policy,
which we muft refort to; for the critical moment is
arrived, when we are obliged, for our own particular
intereft, to adopt meafures for the relief and civiliza-
tion of the poor, or eonfign the tafk into the hands of
a Britith legiflature, who will feel the imperious necef-
fity of enadting poor rates, and in their formation may

jultly
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juftly retort as feverely on the rich, as they have hi-
therto thewn a fupinenefs towards fuch a laudable inf'ﬁ-
tution. In England, this falutary meafure has become
3 ferious burthen, by the admiffion and {ufferance of
abufes ; we have the advantage of diftinguithing thofe
evils in the formation of eur poor laws, and of fteering
clear of them; and witheut a hearty co-operation of
the wealthy and induftrious part of the community, to
work out and fupport a fit and propgr eftablithment,
all thofe evils and burthens would alfo gradually creep
in upon us.

As I truft the importance of this meafure already
occupies a good deal of attention, fo various methods
or plans muft be in contemplation ; but I think the lead-
ing ftep to its accomplifhment might be, by the legi-
Qature invefting grand juries with power to levy a fum
of money for the commencement of the bufinefs ; it
would moft probably be fuccefsful, if all individual
emolument, or, in other words, if jobbing was {teadily
banifhed in the formation of the {yftem; and a certain
fmall levy on every capable perfon of the community,
(within certain ages) would be a very fair mode of
aflefliment to complete the fund. I very earnefily re-
commend a ferious perufal of Mr. Pew’s advice* on
this fubje&t, from which fufficient hints might be col-
iected to form a plan truly effettive, without being at
all burthenfome or partial to any clafs of people.

The

* Sce page 53 In this book.
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The wages of the peafant are not in a fair propor~
tion to the increafed value and rife on the produce of
the land 5 on 2 judicicus reform in this particular much
depends, and, it thould be attempted with great caution;
for, although a very confiderable increafe is requifite,
yet it fhould be gradual and progreflive ; for if too libe-
rally and too fuddenly extended, it will certainly have a
contrary tendency, and only increafe his diffolute man-
ners, which migt enable him to be lavifh in diffipation,
of courle encourage idlenefs, and would ultimately in~
Jure more than relieve his wife and children.

The beft means might be gradually effelted by in-
creafing his wages by a little, and let him not touch
that increale, which fhould be handed over to the col-
letor by his employer, and have'as little as poffible to
‘do with parifh officers. To depend on thefe gentry,
as in England, is a miferable refource; or to fuffer the
inhuman practice of farming out the poor, would be
only adopting greater evils, to corret a comparatively
leffer one; and I believe it would be better for the .
community at large in that country, to have thefe poor
laws totally repealed, and depend on a general regular
contribution for their fupport, fhan to allow a continu~
ation of the abufes, which have crept in, and have now
eftablithed a legal impofition of greater burthen by far
than tithes and many other taxes added together. The
idea of farming cut the poor is a reproach o a nation,

the
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_the bale of whofe conflitution is freedom, and it is no
lefs a difgrace to humanity. .

Let not the expofition of evils in a fyftem, which
-was founded in charity, be pleaded as a bugbear to the
eftablilhment of a fimilar plan, no lefs merciful than
politics the magnitude of thefe evils is {fo confpicuous,
that they can be avoided, and the bafis of the new fy{-
tem fhould be general and impartial contribution,. fo that
every individual in the.community, capable of employ-
ment, fhould be obliged to fubfcribe a certain weekly
fom towards that fund, which would then become their
own property, and to which they wonld have a legal
claim in the hour of diftrefs.

It requires but very little confideration to know, that
the wages of the peafantry are inadequate to their fup.- -
port—how frequently may we fee a poor labourer,
with five, or {ix, or more children, who with his wife
are entirely dependent on the miferable pittance of
from fix pence to ten pence a day, out of which every
article of life muft be procured, his wife being occupied
in the car;: of {fo numerous an infant family ? It is then
on him alone they all depend; and are his utmoft exer-
tions in the time of health adequate to procure them
food? But, thould ficknefs overtake him, how truly
deplorable is the fituation of that wretched family, who
muft either beg or fteal for a miferable exiftence ? for
the boafted conflitution of this country affords them no
protetion. 'The affliGted father is jo0 poor to contradt

debts,
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debts, which it is impoffible he fhould be able to re-
pay; hence the fource of rebellion and difcontent ;
hence rages the mania for emigration § hence it is, that
the children of the peafant, which are in other coun-
tries his- wealth, are his incumbrance in this; and
bence it is, that our great population is the fource of
our national poverty,

Let it not be afferted, that the national pride would
refift the benefits, which might be derived from this
falutary propofed meafure; I know that the peafants
of Ireland have a commendable pride, and that many
of them would fuffer the moft poignant diftrefs, rather
than be indebted for their relief to charitable inftitu-
tions; but in their applications to an eftablithment,
whofe funds are fupported by their own contributions,
there could be nothing derogatory to their pride, and
they only refort to the general ftock purfe in the day
of want.

It is by the adoption of fuch a plan, that the prefent
miferable fituation of the induftrious peafant would be
made truly comfertable; every clafs of the community-
would foon be pleafed, that there was an obligation on
them to contribute to the general fupport; for the
falutary effets of the meafure would be quickly felt,
and gratefully acknowledged.

Nor would the colleétion of thefe fums be any
troublefome matter, nor {carce any expenfe attending
the eftablithment ; one officer to each parith would be

quite
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quite {ufficient, and the perfon, who gives the employ-

ment, ought to be empowered <o {top the weekly pro-

portion of each perfon’s wages, which fhonld be

handed to the treafurer, who wonld give fecarity for

the truft, and pay intereft for the money remaining in
his hands. A committee of the parifhioners thould be

chofen at regular periods, to infpe® the funds and dif-

burfements, which thould be reported every meeting.

Let us now confider the happy change, which fuch
an inftitution would foor effet; let us beheld the pea~
{ant, after his daily labour, returning to his comfortable
fire-fide, and enjoying the cheerful countenances of his
happy family ; he feels his home now endeared to him,
which was lately the feat of ficknefs and {qualid po-
verty; when thus the neceffaries of life are fupplied,
and the {weets of comfort and independence tafted,
civilization will rapidly follow with commendable emu-
lation, and that ignorant and grofs fuperftition, which
is now the idol of the poor, will fall before the light
of reafon, which will foon prevail even with the chil-
dren of the prefent generation ; for it cannot be denied,
that the love of learning is one of the flrongeft features
in the national character.

Independent of the pleafing feelings refulting from
fuch an inftitution, as would better the conlition of our
fellow-creatures, we wili find alfo our beft policy te
adopt it, by doing away the neceffity of perhaps a mere
rigid fyftem, the burthen of which may fall entirely on

Qe
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one clafs; for that fomething muft be done very
fpeedily, is felf evident.

I nov’ ‘ubmit my imperfect ideas on this fubject, and
woul’ only suggelt the propriety of county meetings,
tc take the matter into serious confideration, and to
inftruét their reprefentatives to apply to parliament for
their aid, towards the attainment of {o great and im-

" portant a cohcern; and which affiftance will be furely

granted. In our reduced reprefentation, and in the

happy-hour of returning peace, there is lefs of politics

to agitate us; let us therefore beftow fome attention

on our internal maladies ; how far conftitutional it may .
be to propofe tefts to the candidates at elections for

fupporting popular meafures, I do pot prefume to fay;

‘but if ever a teft was excufeable, it is furely in fo hu-

mane and neceflary a caufe, as the emancipation of the
poor: I truft it would find no oppefition, as it would
doubtlefs - meet the views of every candidate, who is ‘
warmed by that patriotifin, which he is ambitious to

have the power of cultivating, and of every gentleman,

who is zealous in the caufe of humanity, which in this

inftance his co-operation would truly ferve.
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