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Vestry Door Kilmore Cathedral, Bedell's Memorial 
Church, rescued from the Ruins on Trinity Island. 
Probably served as the Main Entrance to the Thirteenth 
Century Church. 



CONTENTS. 

Page 

Report of Meetings ... ... 89 

Idioms of Expression in Cavan and Leitr im . . .  91 
By Rev . John Y . McICeon . 

Cavan Members in the Ir ish Parliament . . .  
I1. Eighteenth Century . 13y T. S. Srnytli . 

Histor~cal Notices of Mullagh and Distr ict  
J3y Philip O'Co~tnell.M.Sc., Y.H.S.A.1. 

.Ogham Stcnes in Cavan ... ... 
I. The Mullagh Ogham . 

I3y Philip O'Connell. M.Sc., F.R.8.A.I. 
I1. The Dungimmin Ogham . 

13y Itev . J . 13 . Jleehan . 
Exh~b i ts  at  Third Meeting ... ... 
The Monastery of Slanore . . .  ... 

By Rev . Martin Coincy. D.D., C.C. 

Some Peculiarities of Speech Heard. i n  Breifny 
I3y Peter Martin . 

Exh~b i ts  at  Fourth Meeting ... 

A Cavan Find of Gold Objects in 1919 ... 
JJy Rev . J . I3. Meehan. 

Breifnian References ... ... 

Bi r th  Place 3f St. ~ o g u e  . . .  
Old Land Measures i n  Cavan . . .  

Conveyance cf I ron Ore at Arigna. 1788-1808 

The Glenfarne Tower of 1236 ... ... 
The Oldcastle " Speaking Stones " ... 
The Author of " St. Ki l ian " ... 
'Termon or Hospital Lands in Cavan. 1590 ... 

Book Review ... ... ... 
'Literary Notes . . .  ... 

.Obituary Notices ... ... ... 

Statement of Accounts. 1921 ... 



ANNUAL MEETING, 1921. 

'rho 4nnual Meeting of the Society was held in the Town Hall, 
Cavau, on Thursday, 17th illarch, 1921, a t  4 p.m. The Chairman 
presided, and the following were also present :-

Hev. E. D. Crowe, M A .  (Vice-chairman) ; Rev. J .  P,McKeon, 
S . D .  ; Rev. 31. Dolan, C.C. ; Rev. R. J. Walker, B.A- ; Rev. F. B ,  
Worrall, AIessrs R.. A.  McCay, T. O'Reilly, Lougduff; J. O'Cal-
laghan, J. Neery, H .  O'Reilly, B .E  ; T. Fogarty, S.  NcGoveru, 
Y .  O'Rourlte, R. Hamilton, D. O'Reilly, P. Martin, W. H.  Hal- 
pin, J. Halpin, R. Hogan, T. S. Sniyth, Wm. Reid, A1.B.E . ; S . 
Duke, 1'. J .  Brady, C .E . ;  and the Hon. Secretary, J. A. Cole, 
M.A. 

Apologies were received from Xt. Rev. W. H. Moore, D.D., 
Blsl~op of Xilmore; Very Rev A l .  Canon Corcoran, P.P., V.F.  ; 
Gonma ; Dr. Alfred Smith, Dublin ; Alessrs Downe~ , Walker, 
O'Connell, E. T. O'Hanlon, and 31. V. Conlon. 

Before proceeding to the business of the meeting the Cliuirnian 
referred with regret to  the recent death of two members. A rote 
of sympatl~y with his confr8res and relatives on the cleat11 of 
Brother Justin, proposed by Rev. Mr Crowe, and seconclecl by 
hlr Cole, mas passed unanim6uslp; as was one, proposed by AIr 
IlcCay, and econded by Mr H ~ l p i n ,  with tlie relatives of Air 
Henry Kennedy, B.L., also lately deceased. 

Brief obituary notices of both will be found in the last pages of 
this Journal. 

The business of the meeting, as laid down in Rule 24, was 
then gone tllrough. 

The Hon. Secretary read the Report on the Society's work dur- 
ing the past year. 

The Balance Sheet was submitted and mas considered satisfac- 
tory. I t  is printed as an Appandis to the last Journal. , 

Alr Joseph P. Gannon was re-named Hon. Auditor for 1921 ; 
and on a motion, proposed by Father Dolan, seconded by 3Ir 
Ilalpin, and passed, tlie out-going officers and members of the 
Commitke were re-appointed. 

Rule 32 having been cluly complied with, it mas proposed to 
add to Rule 2 the words " and Honorary Members." The addi-
tion was approved of. 

Dr. Cullen, Wesley Street, Chvan, and 31r J .  Whipeside Dane, 
Straffan, Xildare, were elected members. 
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THIRD GENERAL MEETING. 

Immediately after the termination of the business of the An- 
riual Meeting a General Meeting was held. Tlie same persous 
were present. 

Three papers were read and discussed. They are giveu in the 
succeeding pages. A few stone Celt,s a d  a Cinerary Urn-a11 
come upon in the neighbourhood of the town-were exhibited. A 
description of the TJrn is to be found in a h t e r  page. 

FOURTH GENERAL MEETING. 

This meeting took place in the usual place o'n 17th October a t  
8 p.m. There was a good attendance of members and their 
friends. Th:+ following twenty-one new members were elected : 

Life Members-Right Rev. James O'Reilly, D.D., Fargo; Rev. 
Stephen J. Brady, St .  Louis; W. P. Reynolds, Moy-Rein House, 
Andersonstown. 

Nembers-Rev. W. Caldwell, Cavan; Rev. Pete.r Finnegan, 
l'erth, W. Australia; Dr  Louis Pinnega.n, Wiclrlow; Bev. F. Ger-
rard, P.P., Mountnugelit; P. Ha.milton, Cavan; J. McNamara, 
Cavan ; Owen M'Govern, liilnaleclr ; Rev. P, Meehan, P.P., 
Keadue; Wm. L. Micks, Dublin; Rev. 1'. O'Donohoe, C.C., Kil- 
leshandra ;H. Fitzgerald R.eynolds, Cardiff ;R.ev. John P. Rehill, 
C.C., Crosskeys; D. Carolan R-ushe, B.A., Monaghan; D. J. 
Hyan, Bailieboro'; J. J. O'Sullivan, A.R.C.S., Manorhamilton ; 
Hev H. R. Swanev, M . A . ,  M.R.I.A, Newry ;Very Rev P . Yorlre, 
D.D., San Francisco; R.ev. &I.Young, C.C., Redhills : 

Two papers were read, and a third, a List of Officers' names, 
passed as read The reading of the second, " Peculiarities of 
Speech Heard in Breifny," was followed by a lengthened discus- 
sion I n  it Col. Story, Rev. Mr Walker, Dr .  F. Smith, Mr TI]. 
O'Heilly and i'lr Aidan MacCabe, took part, and added much 
both to the informa.tion in the paper and the interest of tlie pro- 
ceedings. Later, Father Finnegan, of W. Australia, mentioned 
Illat lie had heard and recognised some of the " l'eculiarities " 
referred to ten thousand miles from Cavan. 

The third paper, on a mi1ita.r~ subject, was introduced by the 
Chairman with some observations on the Garrison towns of Cavan 
in the 17t,h century. Arising out of them there was a friendly 
debate. 

The first two of the papers, as usual, appeared in full in the 
" Anglo-Celt " in successive issues. They and one-half of the 
third are printed in this Journal. The second half will a.ppear in 
the next. At t,heir end will be found a description of the E x -
hibits. 
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IDIOMS O F  EXPRESSION IN CAVAN AND 

LEITRIM -

By Rcv. Jolm l?. i\iI'Keon. 

~ \ c c o r d . ~ ~ gto an  alicieni quatrain whicl~,  sollle years ago, was 
innny tirnes quoted :-

"The Illslermari's Irish is corrcct, but 11c has not the Iruc 
accent; the i\Iunstermuri's has the true. acccnt but his l r i s l ~  
i.; not correct ; the Leinstertnan has iieitl~er nccurncy nor 
trui: accent; while the Connaughtn~an has bot l~ ."  

Tli ceart gan bias ug an IJl tacl~,  
'l'J blds gall w a r t  ag  an  Muirnlm,:ac~~, 
Ki'l blds nJ  w i r t  ag an  Luigliueacl~, 
Agus t d  blJs agus cc:~rbu g  :In gConnaclitt~cll. 

If this be true, as some grarr~mnria~iu would 11avc u s  bclieve, I 
lliinlr this Society is to be congi~atuluted on tlio fact that  as far 
a; i ts  researches in tlrc direction of larigrtuge go, it has tlie advan-
tags ol  [being in u central position b c t ~ w n  the  lands ot correct 
diction and corrcct accent. 

I n  1584, Sir John l 'wrol, by ailding this counLy to  whatj \\.us 
n l ~ w d y  recognised a s  Ulster, crea-Led new geographjcal boun-
il:u.ic-s. B u t  his action had no further result tlmn that  of effecting 
wllat was, from his point of view, :L convel~ier~tlegal division. He 
did not, and could not, touch the unitJy of language-tlle csl'ernul 

w l ~ i c l ~work of the essential u ~ ~ i t ~  1)ound togetlier the Gaelic-
speaking populution of Breffni. And this, to some 'extent, es-
plains the  fact that  the idioms of cspression, wl~icliw x e  olwc 
clothed in our own language, but wl~iclt we  can now only tljmlg 
rrv:cgnige in tlle- garb of the  stranger, are, with few exceptions, 
lie same in our modern Cavan and Leitrim. AIanifest,ly, it would 

he idle to pretend tha t  all idiomatic, or even a,ll onusl1:11 espres- 
:;ions, in tlile area with wliic11 this paper de:.tls are. derived from 
(:aelic sources, wl~et~llcr North or West. hIany of tJlicm--late 
n~odern expressions especially-are nothing more or I';.ss than 
imported slang, but the  inquirer will be always a.ble to distinguish. 
1;ctween those expressions, which are part  of th0e rlational legacy, 
nnrl those w l ~ i o l ~  have reached us from otlier sources. 

I should like to say that  this paper is merely s~lggestivc.. I t  is 
~ , o t ,iwd does not c l a in~  to be, esht>ust.ive. Atid my filv:;t s ~ ~ g p -  
t'on would be that  those ititeresteil in the  work of this Soclety 



during the famine years. They are honestly a rd  boldly written, 
and brightened by many peak quotations. No one is obliged to 
accept the theoritas and speculations; but there is no reason, that 
we know of, against accepting the facts as far a.s they go. They 
were carefully gathered and throw much light ou Cavan. If all 
books are good, though some bether than others; then there can 
be no gainsaying but the " Highlands " is the best historica,l work 
dealirg with Breifny. I t  is now not easy to get. But twenty 
ycars ago it sold as a " remainder " in Smitlifield Market, Bel- 
fast, for a very small sum. 

A correspondent in The I ~ i s h ,  Book Iiove; (Aug.-Sept., 1921, 
p. 18) in a reply to one of our members ("P.J.B.") states that 
Rev. Mr M'Collum also wrote "Revival of Christianity in Ulstrer"' 
(Derry, 1861); on " The Arrninian Controversy " (Belfast, 1862); 
" Hughesinna" (ibid, 1864) ; and a "Memoir of Dr Cooke" (ibid, 
1869) ; and' that all of them are in the Library of Magee College, 
Derry. 

Though there is no obligation whatever to do so, members.are 
earnestly invihed to contribute papers or articles. I n  the "pre- 
paration of them any assistance% their power will be gladly given 
by the Editorial Committee. There is now available a fairly 
large number of documents and books, and any of these, if 
needed, would be lent with pleasure. Of course, subjects of 
Braifr?.ian interest alone would suit. As a thousand and 0% such 
subjects clamour for notice it would be improbable that two mem- 
bers would select the same thsme. But  the slight danger c m  be 
obviated by communicatirg with the Hon. Secretary. Tt ~hould 
b j  remlembered that a homely description of somathing in one's 
own district hitherto unnoticed in print would be the most i\ ~ l -  
come of all. ;4rticles, no matter how carefully written, made up 
out of books and records already in print, and out of tlaug5r of 
perishing, are for an Antiquarian Journal only second-class n at- 
ter (See pp. 2 and 3, and a.lsowpp. 10-15 in this Journal.) 

. Members are also urgently requested t o  inform the Eon  :;.ere- 
tary about any object of antiquity, no matter how apparmjly trl- 
vial, that exists or may turn up in their neighbourhood. . 

'For the three Dromahair illustrations, and also for that of ' 

O'Curry, the Society is indebted to the kindness of Messrs Gill 
and Son, Dublin. In the one on the front of the polor i h e  mclll~ 
of OIR.ourke's Banqueting Hall are first discernible oa ihe left, 
behind the bridge; but they 3re a great deal higher than ore would 
infer from the photograph. The modern mansion on the right, 
electrically lighted, is the residence of Captail1 G. Hewson, 0P.L. 
He1.1ind i t ,  but out of the picture, is Villiers' Castle, a splendid 
ruin. .All t h e e  b..uuildings on the banks of the Bonet occupy the 
site, a rd  most probably embody the stones, of the last ,of the 
O'Rourke stragholds of the early 17th.century. 



i n e ~ t i o none of them here merely to raise the question of its local-
izatior: I n  one district with which I am acquainted, judging 
from tl e frequent use of one expression the casual visitor mighl1 
hz led to believe that he had fallen amongst sceptics. I n  this 
section of the country. apparently no one "has an opinion," or 
says he  has-ot least any positive opinion; nor d o ~ s  he "thin1r"- 
as far as  one can judge. 

"Good morning, Pat. Will it rain to-day?" 
"I t  will, I doubt." 
And this, when, perhaps, the first rain-drops are falling on the  

al~eakers, and when even the shadow of scepticism on the point 
must be necessarily growing faint. Is there a psychological pro 
CesS behind this reply? And if there be, what is its origin and 
nature? Has  the speaker lost the right t o  any positive opinion 
on anything? -4nd must he wait for orders from elsewhere before 
he can boldly state what is an obvious fact? I s  i t  merely a trick 
of speech? Does the espression connote a state of things which 
is not confined to thoughts on the weather-problem alone? I have 
heard it called a " blunder," but I do not believe i t  can be dis-
miusd  iv this easy fashion. 

I n  Breffni, amongst Irish spal ters ,  I have never heard Ame-
rica called by either of the names which it has got in our modern 
works on the Irish language. I t  is neither called, by what is 
nmnifestly an attempt to  Ggelicize an existing so-called English 
word " America," nor called " the new Island "-" An t-Oileiln 
Ur," of the primers. Those native Irish spealrers whom I have 
lrnown in fieitrim or West Cavan prefer to call the TJnited States 
by what is historically their correct modern name, " Sasana 
N~iadh"-New England. 

Again, we never hear our friends-at least those of them who 
h a w  not conle under the benign influence of Lionel Edwardes- 
say, for instance-" H e  has just come." Always, he  " is after 
coming "-Tb st5 tar eis teacht. " I have just seen him," is " I 
am after seeing him,"--Taim tar leis 6 d'feicsint. 

Again, if any of our peop!e wish to  make a reservation, it is 
not, for instance, " I shall give it to  you but you m m t  leave me 
tile other thing." It becomes: " I shall give it to you, only 
11-ave me the other thing"--a literal translation of tlle Irish, 
" l'trhhnrfalrn t. duit, acht an rud eile d'fhhgailt agnm." 

There is an apparent effort ma& by the speakrr in some parts 
of Breffni to  anticipate the trouble of malting a ddinite decision 
in the mind of the person addrn~ssed, in cases which admil of the 
exerci-;a of free-will. " Are you going t o  the fair to-morrow, 
Pat.  but you are " I believe this form of expression is peculiar to 
Hreffni-at all events, it is one worthy of note. I am well aware 
that such an expression a s  this-"IVill you go to the fair to-
morrow, w-ll you?"-is oftcn hcqrtl in othcr p l n c ~ s ,h u t  thc~t. is 
Q d!ft'rrr.iqe, 



?'he ordinary Irish word for the English e$t,het, " fine " is 
' b~e~igl :" I n  Breffni, amongst, Irish speakers, particularly those 

ol the older generatiou, I have rarely heard it. I t s  place is al- 
nlost universally taken by the word " barramhail." And, in- 
deed, in one district we might almost claim that this word is no 
longer native Irish, but has become Breffni E~iglish, so  common 
is its use. The nearest English equivalent which I can find in  
the slang espress:on " tip-top." 

.Instanc.s might be multiplied to illustrate my statement that 
we hnve in Brdfni a vocabulary and a use of modern English 
n hich you will not find in recognized English dictionaries, but 
which are the translation of local Gaelic expressions. 

B u t  this papsr is neither a vocabulary nor n dictionary-it is 
werely an attempt to call attention to a wealth of expressions 
which is a treasure in danger of being lost. I t  has been niy ex-
perience that in some districts you will find one or more pwsons, 
or even groups of persons in special localit3:e~, who te!l you t l ~ a t  
they forget som4e of the localisms, but that they can refer you to 
others-perhaps older folli-who have n still wider collection of . 
terms at hand. I t  is amongst these latlter the work of the coni- 
piler lies, and this paper has been written as an incentive to this 
icteresting, this useful-I had almost said, this necessary-work. 

J O H N  F. M'KEON.  



MEMBERS IN THE IRISH PARLIAMENT FOR 

CAVAN COUNTY AND THE BOROUGHS OF 

CAVAN AND BELTURBET.-
11. MEMBERS FOR THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 

By T. S. Smyth. 
[Read 17th March, 1921.1 

I n  the eighteenth century an impoytant change was effected 
placing a definite limit to the life of a Parliament. H,itherto 
the first Parliament summoned by a King lasted till his death. 
H e  had, indeed, as he has now, the  power to  dissolve it a t  any 
time; but this prerogative he seldom exercised.The last time it 
was used in Ireland was in 1692. The first Parliament elected 
aftdr the Revolution was then disbanded because the House o f ,  

declined to  pass o Money Bill, or a Bill granting sup- 
plies, on the ground that, instead of originating with themselves, 
it had been sent over cut and dry from London. I n  England the 
Septennial Act, limiting the duration of the English Parliwnent 
to seven years, became law in 1714, tlie first year of the firdt of 
the Georges. The Irish Parliament passed a similar Act in 1761. 
Hence, though the previous Parliament had. lasted thirty-three 
years, i.e., all through the reign of George I I . ,  and the one before 
that twelve, being also not dissolved till the death of his predeces- 
sor, no Parliament subsequent to 1761 will be found to have had 
a longer existence than seven years. Each Parliament,, indeed, 
lived out its allotted span of seven yeol.s until the Union, and IJS 

George 111.'~death did not occur till 1820, it did not affect a 
legislature which had ceased to be in 1800. 

Hence it will be seen that the Roll of Members fol. the 
eighteenth century contains many more names than that  for the 
seventeenth. 

I n  looking over the names of the Cavon members for that cen- 
tury, it will be observed that from 1715 to 1800 the Borough of 
Caran was represented by Nesbitts and Clements exclusivdy. 
The explanation of this is simple. These. two families obtained 
from the Cavan Corporation a " writtten compact," conveying to 
them paramount influence in the Borough." Anrl what is more, 
when, in 1800, the Borough lost its right to re turn members,. 
£15,000, t.he compensation monev for the extinction d tha.t 
right, was paid 'to thlese families. 

In  all probabilitv something similar occurred in Belturbet, and 
il, too, became a " pocket borouqh. " At all events the G15,MO 
awarded in 1800, as compensation for the abolition of its fran- 
chise, was received by the 1st Rarl of Relmore. I m d  Relmoi-e 
was of a Fermanagh family, and he had n o  connection with Bel- 

-. --------. 
'The Highlan'as of CnGn, Belfast, p.  18G, 

P 



turbet or Cavan, except this, t l ~ a t  he had " a shorl time pre-
viously purchased the borough for that amount from the Ear l  of 
Lanesborough. "* 

Incidentally, it is interesting to note that the Bill providing 
for this compensation-£1,260,000 for eighty-four borough pro-
prietors- was opposed in the Irish House of Peers chiefly by the 
then Earl  of F8rnharn.t Rut  his lordship's opposition 1va4 of 
no avail. The Bill became lam. 

Let us now see how the Cavan members fared in the divisions 
taken in Parliament in 1799 and 1800 on the proposal to abolish 
the Irish Legislature.: Both members for Cavan County-
Hon. J. J. i\Iaxwell and Franc% Saunderson-voted against 
the  Union. So did the Belturbet representatives-Charles King, 
Thomas Townsend, and Blavnev Town!ey Balfour, who suc-
ceeded Mr King when be died. But  the representatives of Cavan 
Borough did not act so unanimousl~. One of the members- 
Thomas Nesbitt-~oted for the TJnion : while the other-Hon. 
Nathaniel Clements, commonly called Lord Viscount Clements- 
exercised his \rote against it. Lord Clements, however, wss also 
returned for Leitrim County for the last Irish Parliament and 
ejected to sit for it. His successor in the Cavan constituency, 
Hon. George Cavendish, voted for the Bill. 

On the second reading of the Union Bill in the House of Peers, 
the Earls of Farnham and Bellaniont proposed the insertion of 
some clauses, but these were negatived.$ When it passed its 
third reading, the D d t e  of Lainstler, Lord F a r n h m ,  Lord Bel- 
more, Lord Granard, and fifteen other dissenting Peers, pre- 
sented 8 strong protest against the Union. 

Notwithstanding this protpst, the Bill in due course received 
the Royal Assent. 

Under the Act of Union this country was guaranteed 100 repre- 
sentatives in the House of Commons of the United Kingdom. 
Cavan County was divided into two constituenc?es-each to re- 
turn one member-and the boroughs of Belturbet and Cavnn 
were disfranchised. TJntil this very day- the number of Cavan 
constituencies remains the same as that then fixed. 

The following is the list of members for the eighteenth century. 
It has been copied from Part  I1 of a Rlne Bmlt of 1879 entitled 
" Members of Parliament," to be founcl in the National Lib-arv, 
Dublin. I have to thank the courteous Librarian, Mr T. W. 
Lyster, for bringing it under m,v notice, and I have also to thank 
our Registrar for many references in State Papers. 

"Lewis' Topographical Dictionnry. 
t W t c h e l ' ~Hintow, of Ireland (publi'shcd hg Jamw Duffy and Co ,

Dublin) vol. II., pp. 151-2. 
$Sir Jonah Barrington's R i s e  nntl full of the T ~ i s l tNn t i cq .  
SMitchel, vol. II., p. 150. 

6 



PARLIAMENT OF IRELAND. 

LIST OF MEMBERS 18th CENTURY. 

CONSTITUENCY-CAVAN COUNTY. 

1703--1713-Sir Francis Hamilton, Bar t .  
Theopliilus Butler ,  Esq. .. . 

1713-1714-Sir E'ranc~s Hamilton, Bar t .  
Robert Saunclerson, Esq.  ... 

1715-17.27-Brockhill Newburg, Esq.  .. 
Mervin l'ratt, Esq.  ... 

17'27-1760-Chnr18as Coote, Esq.  ... 
Jo l i~ l  i\Iaswell, Esq. ... 
Hon. 13rinsleg Butler ,  in place of ... 

Charles Coote, tleceased. 
Hon.  Barry Mt~sne l l ,  in place of .. . 

John AZnswell, Lord Baron Farnham. 

1761--17G,C3--Rt. Hon. Brinsley Butl'et, commonly 
called Lord Viscount Ncwtown. 

Charles Coot?, Esq.  ... 
William Stuar t ,  Hsq., in placc of 

C'hnrled Coote, Lord Collooney. 

1769-1776-Hon. Barry IlIaxwell 

George Montgomery, Esq. 
177&-1783-Hon Barry Bury .  

George i\Jontgomery, Esq.  
Hon.  John J a m w  Barry Maxwell, ... 

in place of I lon .  Barry Barry,  
now [I7811 Lord 13arnn Farnham. 

1783--1790-&orga No11 tgonlery, Esq.  
Cliarles Stewart ,  Esq.  
John i \ h m e l l ,  Esq . ,  in  place of 

Georgc hlontgoincry , tleceased. 
Franc's Sandcrson, Esq , in place of 

John l\las.lr*;.ll, not duly elected. 

1790-1797-Charles Steunrrl, Rsq. [died in 17931 ... 
Francis Saunderson, Esq.  
Hon.  John J a n ~ e s  Maxn~ell, commonly 

cnlled Lord Viscount Maxwell, in 
place of Charles Stewart, decea,sed. 

1798-1800-IIon. John James Maxwell, commonly 
calked Lord Viscount Maxwell. 

Frqncis Saurderson, Escj. 



CONSTITUENCY-CAVAN BOROUGH. 

1703-1713-Thomas Ashe, Esq. 
Robert Saunders, Esq.  
Joseph Addison, Esq., in place of ... 

It. Saunders, deceased. 

1713-1714-Charles Lambert ,  Esq.  ... 
Theophilus Clements, Esy. ... 

IS15 -1727-Tl~eophilub Clernents, Esq. 
Thomas Nesbitt, Esq.  ... 

1727-1760-Theophilus Clements Esq.  
Thomas Nesbitt, Esq. 
Henlay Clmwnts,  Esq.  [I7291 in place 

of Theophilus C!ements, deceased. 
R t .  Hon. Henry \Veston, in place of 

Henry Clements, deceased. 
Cosbg Nesb~ t t ,  Esq. ,  in place of 

Thomas Nesbitt, deceased. 

1701-1768-Rt. Hon. n'athaniel Ckements . . 
Cosby Nesbitt, Esq.  

l'iG9-177GRt. Hon. Natl ian~el Clements. 
Thomas Nesbit t ,  Esq.  
Henry Theoplrilus Cl?ments, Esq.  ... 

in place of Nathaniel Clements, 
deceased. 

1776-1783-Rt Hon. Nathaniel Clements. 
Thomas Nesbitt ,Esq.  
John Clements, Esq., in place of Na-

thaniel Clen~ents,  deceased 
[17771. [Sic, compare last 

, entry.] 

1783--1'i9&Thornas Nesbitt, Esq.  
Rt .  Hon. Henry Theophilus Clements. 

1790-1797-Tho~nas Nesbitt, Esq., of Crossdoney 
Lodge. 

R t .  Hon Charles Fitzgerald, com-
monly called Lord Charles Fitz- 
gcrald. ... 

1798-1800 Tliomas Nesbitt, Esq.  ... 
ISon. Nathaniel C1-rnents, con~monly 

called Lord Viscount Clements. 
Ron.  Gleorge (lavendish, in place of 

Lord Clements, who made his 
election for the Co, of Leitrim, 
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1703-1713-Richard T~ghe ,  Esq. 
Thoinas Taylor, Esq. ... (22) v.p. 

1713-1714-Rt. Hon. Theophilus Butler, Esq. 
(See under No. 1.) 

Brinsleg, Butler, Esq. . . . (23) 
1715 -1727-Bnnsleg Butler, Esq. 

Charles Delafay, Esq. 
Hon. Hump1ir;y Butler, in place of . .  (24) 

13. Butler, Lord Ncmtown. 
1727-1760-Hon. Hunlphrg Butler. 

Hon. Thomas Butler. 
Hon. Robert Butler, 111 place of Hon. (26)

Huniphrg Butler, called [in 17351 
to the House of Pews. 

John Cranier, Esq., in placc of Hon 
Thornnx 13otlcr, deceased [d. lCjtJl 
Dec., 1753.1 

17Gl-l7O&Hon. (laptam Hobert Butler. 
Hon. John 13utlar, who made his elec- .. (27)
tion to sentj? for the Borough of New- 

castle. 
Jolrn Cramnor, Esq., in plnce of said 

John Butler. 
Edward Tighe, Esq, in place of Robcrt 

Butler, dercased [rl. in 1763.1 
1769-1776-John Crarner, Esq. 

George Glover, Esq. 
Robert B ~ r c h ,  Esq., in place of George 

Glover, deceased. 
1776-1783-Robert Birch, Esq. 

Charles Francis Sl~eridan, Esq. ... (28) 
1783-1790-Sir Slteffington Smgt l~ ,  Bart. 

David La  Touche, lunr.. Esq. .. . (29) 
1790-1797--John McClintoclr, Esq 

Maurice Coppinger, Esq 
1798-1800 Charles King, Esq. 

Thomas Town~end, Esq. 
Blayney Townley Balfour, Esq. in 

place of Charles King, deceased. 
There follow some particulars about many of the Cavan nwx-

bers from 1703 to 1800. "It will be obselved that the List of l'nr- 
liarnentary representatives for the eighteenth century does not, 
elcept in a solitary instance, furnish the members' add~.esses--nn 
onlission which mnde identification rather diffim~lt in some cascls. 

'This informntion, except where otherwise st~tet- l ,  has been takcq 
f~ om ill-chdall's Lodge's Pee, age, Dublin, 1789. 



CAVAN KNIGHTS OF T H E  SHIRE.  

(1) Theophilus Butler, who was returned for Cavan County to  
the first Parliament of Queen Anne, which met  20th May, 1703, 
was the son of Francis Butler who represented Belturbet towards 
the end of the seventeenth century. H e  was appointed 28th 
October, 1679, " Clerk of the Yells and Tallies in the  Court of 
Exchequer for life," and had as  his colleague in the same office 
Sir Arthur Jones. I n  the succ-ecling Parliatnent-1713-'14-he 
was member for Belturbe-t Borough. I n  Mag, 1710, he was made 
n Privy Council!or, ancl on the 21st October, 1715, Xing George 
1. creat2d him Baron Newtown-Butler. His  lordship died 

iu '3;;. Stephen's S~FL:! ,at his h o ~ ~ w .  I l tit March, 1723, and wap 
iriterred in t!lr family vault, Sb. Anne's Church, Dublin. Lord 
A-cxr~ownbutll.rleft £30 t o  the Door of t,he ~a - r i sh  of Belturbet. 
and a weeltly allowance of bread io the poor o i  St .  Anne's 
Dublin. 

(2) Robert Saunderson was probably the same person as the 
man of that  name who is noted in the previous list, that  of the 
e even tee nth century members (v. p. 46.) More likely still, he 
may have been a son of the man there mentioned, for the latber, 
as you may recollect, was expelled from Parl.iament towards the 
.:*rlr!d the seventeenth cen.turj. The first of the family was a, 

Is Captain Sanderson, or Saunderson, who received 1,500
awes in the  I 'lwinct of hlonntjoy, Co. Tykone--a Precinct or 
13arony allo.tt!xl to  Scott:sh Undertakers-and was living there in 
1.619 (Pynnar). His son, Lt.-Clol. Robert, served in the  war, mas 
I)esizgecl in Rosconlmon in 1646, and obtained in satisfaction of 
l~isarrears 10,214 acres in Callan, and 900 in Monaghan. H e  was 
High Sheriff for both these counties in 1657.* 

(3) 'Broclihi!l Newburg was married to Francis, daughter of 
John Frl?nch, Esq. ,  of French Parli. The Newburgs, who were 
of ancient clescgnt, had their seat a t  Bdlyhnise. 1 Once one of 
tha leading familiss in the county, they no longer reside in Cavan. 
The breaking up of this old family was due to a duel, which 
proved fatal t o  Mr Newburg. 4 daughter of the family was 
nrother of the eminent statesman, George Canning. Inciden-
Idly ,  it was this Gfsorge Canning who replied in the British House 
oE Comn~ons to  Rkhard Brinsley Sheridan's eloquent invective 
against the proposal to abolish thn Irish Par1:ament.: Richard 
Rrinslev was of t h e  well-lrnown Cavan family. H e  was member 
for Stafford in 1780, and for Westminskr  in 1806; ancl held 

-

* Ireland und2r the Comnionwenlth by R ,  Dunlop-Nanrhestcr Univ. 
Press, 1913-vol. 11..p. 633. 

t Thc 7Tighlnnt l s  o j  C'nwa91, p. 183. 
;.\ritehe., Vol. II., p. 109, 



various important State offices under the  Whig administration ; 
but he is much more famous for both his literary ability and his 
Bohemian life than even for his statesmanship. Cl~arles Francis 
Sheridan, member for Belturbet, who will be referrid to later, 
under No. 28 in this paper, was a brother of his. 

(4) hlervyn Pratt ,  of Cabra, Co. Cavan, married in 1704 Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Thomas Coote, of Cootehill, and full s,ist:r of 
Charles Coote mentioned in the next paragraph. One of his 
children, l{ev. Joseph l'ratt, marri'ed Jane, a daughter of Vis-
count Nount Morris. This family still resides a t  Cabra, Kings- 
court. 

(5) Charles Coote, of Cootellill (1695-1750) was High Sheriff for 
C'avan in 1719. His wife was Prudence Greer. E c  had one son, 
also called Charles (for w1ion-1 see under No. 9), and seven daugh- 
ters. Of these, Anne, b. 1720, marrkd Wm. ,Inltetell, of Anke- 
tell's Grove, Co. Monagllan; Chtberine, b. 1732, married John 
Corry, of Spml  Hall, in the same county; three others, gentle- 
men ill Wicltlow, Coi4r, and Limerick, and two died unnlarried. 
Charles's death took place a t  Bath 011 the 19th October, 1750. 

His  Prerogative Will in the Public Hecord O f i ~ 2 ,  Dublin, 
occupies 5 skins or 21 pages of transcript copy, signed Charles 
Coote, and sealed, 6th June, 1750, with the name " Yatricli 
Brady, Gent., Co. Cavan, Attorney " underwritten. In  it are 
mentioned only six daughters, one probably having predeceased 
him. H e  makes ample provision for his family and makes use 
of a Private Act of Parliament, passed in 1737, to enable him to 
charge his estate settled on his marriage wit11 a further sum of 
£8,000. A singular proviso binds all persons 'marrying his 
daughters or who shall be possessed of his estates to subscribe the 
name of Coote and bear the family arms of the name of Coote, 
else they become disentitled to the provisions of the Will. 

As has been already noted, the Irish Parliament, ivliich had 
been summoned by George IT. on his accession to the throne, 
lasted on till the same King's death, October 25t11, 1760, or 
rather till the death became known in Dublin n month later. 
It was then dissolved, on Nov~mber  25t11, 1760, by proclamation 
of the Lords Justices; consequently, the Eon .  Brinsley Butlcr 
nppointed Knight of the Shire, as it was then coil~monfy phrased, 
in 1751 in room of Coote, deceased, enjoyed the honour for but 
nine years. H e  was, however, elected by the same constituency 
to the succeeding Pariianxent, and throughout it served in the 
Rouse of Commons. On the death of 11:s father, the 1st  Earl nf  
Lanesborough, on 11th April, 1768, he succeeded to the honour, 
and toolr h:s sent in the House of Peers. 



--- 

(6) Jolin i\Iaswell, of E'arnham, was the  grandson of the Right 
Rev. liobert Maxwell, Bishop of Iiilmore from 1043 to 1672. 'Yhe 
family was of Scottish origin, being resident in Scotland since 
t h s  time of Malcolm Canmore, whose reign commenced in 1058. 
The Very Rev. liobert Maxwell, second son of Sir John i\Iaxwell, 
of Calderwood, Lanarkshire, was the first of the family to settle 
in this country. H e  came over in the latter end of Queen Eliza- 
I)::thls reign by command o f  James VI. of Scotland 
(afterwards James I. of England) in order to pro-
mote his Majesty's interests in Irelend. H e  was appointed Dean 
of Armagh. The Bishop of Kilnlore, just mentioned, was his 
eldest son. 

John Maxwell, on the 8th Nay, 1750, took his seat in the Irish 
House of Lords as  Baron Farnharn, of Parnham, County Cavan. 
Marrying a daughter of James Barry, Newtownbarry, Go. \Vex- 
ford, he had three sons and one daughter." His youngest son be- 
came Bishop of Dron~ore and later of Meath. John Maxwell, the 
first Baron Yarnham, died on the 6th August, 1759. 

(7) Hon. Brinsley Butler, the second Earl  of Lanesborough, 
was boru on the 4th March, 1728. I n  1760 he was appoint!ed a 
Cornmissioner of His Majesty's R'evenue ; and on the decease ..of 
his father succeeded to  the title, taking his seat in the House of 
Lords on the 3rd May, 1768. I n  1754 his lordship married Jane, 
only daughter of the first Earl  of Belvedere. H e  died 24th Jan-  
uary, 1779, leaving a family of two sons and six daughters. By  
his will he bequeathed £30 to the widows' a h ' s  house, Beltur- 
bet, and set aside money for other charities. 

(8) The Hon. Barry Maxwell was the second son of the first 
Baron Yarnham. On the vacmcy createcl by the elevation of 
Jolin i\iIaxwell, his father, to the Peerage, he was returned to 
l 'arlian~ent for County Cavan in 1757. On the dissolution of tliis 
l'arliarnent by the dea.th of George 11.in 1760, he sat for Armagli 
13orough in the n,ext Parliament, that of 1761. I n  1769, a t  a 
fresh General Election, h e  was again selected for County Cavan. 
Wlren succeeding to his maternal grandfather's (Barry of New-
tpwnbarry) estate in Wexford, he assumed the name of Barry. 
H e  sat in the Irish Hous- of Lords as  Lord Farnham on the 7th 
December, 1779, having succeeded his elder brother, Robert,, on 
his decea.se in that year, as Baron (3rd) of F a r n l ~ a n ~ .  This elder 
brother had been advanced to the dignities of Viscount and Earl  
of Farnham; but these titles became extinct on his denth, and 
or: his younger brother, Barry, d'wolved the Barony of Farnham 
alone. 

However, Barry Lord Farnham was, on the 10th January, 
1781, created Viscount, and on the 22nd June, 1785, was made 
Earl. Ho is reckoned the 1st Earl of Fawnham. 

" Healg's H,istory of t h e  1)~iocescof iVea611,11.--102. 



(9) Cllarles Coote, of Cootellill (L. 1788, d. about l800), was 
the only son and heir of the first Charles who had represented 
('avan County in the previous Parliament. In  1764 he was nom- 
inakd Knight Companion of the Bath " for good and laudable 
service in suppressing the tumultuous and illegal insurrect~on in 
the northern parts of the kingdom." On the death without sur- 
viving issue, on the 10th February, 1766, of his father's first 
cousin, Richard Coote, Baron Coloorrey, he succeeded to that 
title. Kichard's father had been advanced to the  dignity of Earl 
of Bellamont, and Itichard himself was the 3rd Ear l ;  bu t  the 
Earldom did not devolve on his kinsman of Cootehill. However, 
by patent, dated 4th September, 1767, the title was revived and 
Charles created Earl of Bellamont. Seven years later he mar- 
ried Lady Emily Pitzgerald, second daughber of the Duke of 
Leinster. 

His  residence beside the town of Cootehill was In a magnificent 
demesne of over 1,000 acres, 500 of which mere comred with 
woods of full-grown timber. This demesne can hardly haye been 
called Bellamont Forest, a name which still i t  bears, until after 
1767 wtfen the title was brought to  Cootehill. Both it and the 
mansion and the fanlous picture of the Suicide of Dido (almost 
the only thing saved from the conflagration that destroyed the 
house soon after its erection) are described a t  great length in the 
Statistic:il Survey of Cavan, drawn up in 1801. 

The i~wocls of this demesne [the author states] are the 
vestige of the ancient forest of the country, and this plat-e is 
famous for having been the principal residence of the 
O'Reilly's, who were formerly the lords of the county of 
Cavan, then distinguished by the denomination of Brefny 
. . . . one plots shews to have survived tnany ccnturietj. 
( p  267.) 

The title of Bellamont lnpsed again in or about 18W on the 
cleat11 of this Earl, u s  his wife's on13 son, still a l ~ o t l ~ w  Charles, 
predeceased him in 1786. I t  has not been again revived. 

I t  is worth mentioning that the 3rd Earl, above referred to, 
sold in 17'29 the Sligo estates, from which had been derived the 
title of Baron Colooney, to Josliua Cooper ot illarkrey ln the 
same county for 216,945. I I r  Cooper's ctescendants stdl r es~de  
there. One of them built the well-ltnoivn Observatory of Marli- 
ree Castle near Colooi~ej town, and attained great eminence ;IS 
an astronomer. 

As Charles became Lord Colooney in 1766 and so vacated his 
seat in the Irish House of Commons, his sucawsor, William 
Stewart, was Knight of tllc Shire for but the u m ~ p i r c i l  portion 
of the seven years, assigned in 1761 as the longest duration of n 
l'arliament, i.e., for about two years. 



(10) George Montgomery resided ut Ballyconnell, Co. Cuvan. 
H e  was married to Hannah, daughter of Nathaniel Clements, the 
father of Lord Leitrim. The latter is dealt with elsewhere in this 
paper. Mr Nontgomery had one son and several daughters. H e  
dled in 1787. 

(11) The Hon. John James Barry Muswell, born in 1760, was 
the only son of the Hon. Barry Maxwell, mentioned before. H e  
died 23rd July, 1823, without issue. The Viscounty and Earldom 
espired with him, but the Baronetcy reverted to his kinsman, John 
i7laxwell Barry, eldest son of Bight Rev. Henry Maxwell, Bishop 
of Dromore, 1765, and of Meath, 1766 till 1798. John Uaxwell 
Barry was the 5th Baron Farnham. Between 1823 and the end 
of the century five others held the title. The present holder, 
born in 1870, and succeeded in 1900, is the 11th Baron Farnham. 

I n  the Domestic Intelligence of the old Irish monthly, the  
L\ntho!ogia EIibernica (p. 320, April 1793) it is given as an item of 
news under April 4th that 

Monday last came on a t  Cavan the election of a Knight of 
the Shire for Ghe County of Cavan, in room of Charles 
Steuart, Esq., deceaged, when Lord iUaswel1, eldest son of 
the Earl  of Farnham, was elected without any opposition. 

This shows that the latter was in the 1790-7 Parliament the 
representative from 1793 till the end. He was also in the suc- 
ceeding, the last Irish Parliament. 

(i2) Charles Steuart, the member above rnmtioned, had his 
family residence beside Bailieborough, and the town was on his 
estate. On his death in 1793 Thomas Charles Stewart Corry, of 
lbclicorry, Alonagl~an, inherited the estate+ H e  sold it to Young. 

This Thomas was the first of the Corrgs to prefix the name 
" Charles Steuart," and he was tb9 last connecked with Nonag- 
han. H e  was Member of Parliament for that county from 1813 
till 1818. His  grandson, Dr Tllomas Charles S t e u ~ r t  Corry, of 
Belfast, had quite a romance connected with his life, and wrote 
a book of poetry which was published in 1879. HBwas the last 
of his race. 

Mr Denis Carolan R.ushe in llis his tor^ of MounghaiL, just 
issued, p.  92, states that  the Corrys of Rocltcorry claimed descent 
from an  Irish predecessor-0'Corry-who conformed, but as 
other blood came into their family from the Royal House of Scot- 
land with the bar sinister they dropped the Irish ancestors and 
uddel " Charles Steuart " to their name. I t  is not unlikely 
that the Bailieborougll Steuarts formed the connecting links with 
Royalty. Charles was a successful lawyer. 

'Coote's Rfnf is .  Survey, p. 163: 
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CAVAN BURGESSES. 

(13) Joseph Addison, who was elected Momber for Cavan 
Borough in place of 1E. Saunders, deceased, was no less a person 
than the  brilliant essayist of " Spectator " fume.*' He was the 
son of Rev. Lancelot Addison, and was born a t  his father's rec-
tory a t  M~lston,  Willslme, on 1s t  May, 1672. I n  1708 he entered 
Parliament as Member for Lostwithiel, which seal  h e  excllanged 
In 1710 for Malmesbury; b u t  hlb extreme shyness and diffidence 
prevented 111s taking any part in t h ' ~  English debates. Never-
theless, in 1709 he  was appointed Secretary to  Lord Whurton, 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; and it was whlle thus acting that  he  
became int'erested in the " Tatler," and wrote 111s first essays for 
if; from Dublin. About that  time, too, he became member for 
the Borough of Cavan. When wc recollect his tacilurnitj in the 
English 1'arl:ament it is somewhat surprising to find f hat 11.1: was 
not altogether silent in lhe Irish House of Commons. 

Addison, wlio l~ved  an  eventtul life, was, in 1717, appoil~tetl 
one of the Secretaries of State H e  died in 1710, retaining his 
cllezrful swe&ness of tempcr to t l ~ e  last. 1ndec.d all his l io-
grapllers say of him that  his character s w m s  to llavc approached, 
as near a s  human frailties and imporfectious wlll allow, to  tho 
ideal of a p d e c t l y  good man. 

(14) Charles L:lml)crt, who rcprescntctl Ci~van I3orougl1 in 1713, 
was not, a s  far as  can lye disc.ovcrcc1, u descenclaut of Sir Olivcr 
1,amber t,. 

(15) Tlleophilub: Cltln~cnts, wllost~ nepl~dw, Iiobert, was cls.ntctl 
I h r l  of Leitrim in 1705, belonged to  one of t l ~ c  two families tllat 
t:ontrolkd the Cavan Corport~tioa. It is said that  by a n  arrange-- 
meut between themselves they exercised their patronage on alter- 
note y w s .  Th-sopl~~lu:;was a !I'ellw of the Exchequer in Ire-  
land. According to Lodge, the family is of l+ench origin, and 
one Hobert Clements came over hcre in the twelfth centur!.. 
Thtere is, however, no t r ~ c e  of them ill  Jriqh affairs until the 
c~ghleenth  century, and Burke (Pcemye and Rnronctci!qe) states 
that the fourider of thc family was a I)ani':l Clemenbs of 1iat)li- 
I t rnn ,~ .Co Cavan, who came to Irelnncl as a cavalry officer with 
Oliwr Cromwell, and left an only son. This T11~.opl1ilus was 
eldest son of the  latter, and grandson of Daniel. H e  was Mem- 
ber of Parliament for Cavan Borough from 1713 till his death in 
1520. 

(16) Thomas-Ncsbitt was a m e n ~ l ~ e rof tlic fumily already men- 
tioned, who, with the Clernents, had coniplete control over the 
C'avnn Corporation. I n  1790 anot l~er  'I'llom;~s Xesbitt was one of 

* 1f;s'~auysjyom tAe S,,ectrrfor (cdited, ~ L C . ,  by  Jol111 Coolcc, MA.),
Rromne and Nolan, Ltd., Dublin. 



-- 

the members for Cavan, and his address-the only address fur- 
nished in the eighteenth century lisk-is given as Crossdonky 
Lodge. This was the family seat of the Nesbitts. The mansion, 
now called Lismore Castle, from a w r y  fine fort in front of it, 
still remains a t  Crossdoney. I t  is roofless, but the outside shell 
is almost i n t a c G a  plain, substantial, three-storied building. The 
date 1733 may be seen on the lead piping. This is probably the 
date  of its erection. 

A century before that there lived a t  Lisrnore Philip McJfulmore 
O'Reilly, the leader in Cavan of the 1641 insurrection. H e  was 
brother of Edmond and father of Mulmore or Myleu, the High 
Sheriff of the county in that year. The latter is always referred 
to as Myles the Sheriff to distinguish him from h'lyles the Slasher 
and several other Nyles O'Reillys. Philip's eldest son, John, 
was married to  the elder daughter of Luke Dillon, brother of Sir 
Janloes Dillon, who in 1620 had been created Earl of Hoscon~n~on. 
Luke Dillon himself had his residence in Trinity Island. But  
in 1653 he was deprived of his estates in both Cavan and Neath, 
and transplanted to Tuaghmore (or Tmornore) in Roscommon.* 

Living a t  Lisrnore in the parish of Kilmore Philip O'Reilly was 
Bisllop Bedell's near neighbour, and in the 1641 troubles he 
acted a neighbourly part, doing what he could to mitigate asperi- 
ties. William Bedell in his Life of his fathw never mentions 
him unless to record some act of Irindness. The Rev. Alexander 
Clogy (or Clogie), however, is not so friendly to him. I n  his bio- 
graphy of his father-in-law, the Bishop, he declares that Philip 
Nulnmre was " the rnost cunning artificer " of a11 the O'Reillys. 

l'atrick Dillon, granclson of Luke, succeeded a t  Tuagl~more Le- 
iore 1684, and married Dympna, grand-niece of Richard Talbot, 
Earl of Tyrconn'el. The youngest of their five sons, Thomas, 
died a t  Larkfield, beside Manorhamilton, on the 16th May, 1767. 

(17) Rt. Hon. Kathaniel Clements, P.C., younger brother of 
Tl~eophilus, referred to previously (under 14), served in Parlia-
ment for the Uorougli of Duleelc in 1737, and was one of Cavan's 
representatives from 1761 until his death in 1777. H e  was one 
of the cashiers of the Irish Exchequer for several years, and on 
the dccease of t l ~ c  12t. Hon. Luke Gardiner, succeeded him us 
Deputy Vice-Treasurer of Ireland. Marrying in 1729 Hannah, 
eldest daughter of Rev. William Gore, Dean of Down, he had 
three sons and four daughters. I t  is worthy of note, too, that 
in 1751 he was appointed Ranger of the Phoenix Park. Shortly 
after receiving this position he built the present Viceregal Lodge 
on the site of the old Lodge of Newtown. Negotiations for the 
acquisition of this house for the use of the Lord Lieutenant were 
entered into in 1781, and in July of the following year were com- 

Lodge, Vol. IV., p. 160. ' 



pleted by the payment to  Mr Robert Clementb of a sum of 
f'10,000." 

Nathaniel Clements died in 1777. His eldest son, Robert, was 
in 1783 elevated to the peerage of Ireland as  Baron h i t r i m  of 
Manor Hamilton, was advwncxl to  the Viscounty of Leitrim in 
1793, and created Earl of Leibrim two years later. Lord fizitrim, 
whose life was taken in Donegal on the 2nd April, 1878, n7ns 
grandson of this Robert and third Earl of Leitrim. H e  never 
married and was succe!eded by Robert Bermingham, son of his 
o ~ ~ n g e s tbrothx, Rev. Franc:s Nathaniel Clements, Vicar of Nor- 
ton, and honorary Canon of Durham. Robert Berminghwm died 
in 1892, and was succeeded by his e!dest son, Charles, born in 
1679, and still living. E.;.is the 5th Earl of Leitrim. 

(18) Rt. Hon. Henry Theophilus Clements was the younger 
son of Nathaniel Clements just n~entloned. H e  resided a t  
Ashfield, Coot'ehill. I n  the Parliament of 1776-83 Ile was one 
of the two members for County Leitrim. H e  was re-elected for 
1.eitrim in 1783, but on pet'tion was unseated and John Gore, 
Woodford, was declared elected in his stead. t At the 1783 
General Election he hnd also been returned for Cavan Borough, 
and he then fell back upon its representation. This Parliament, 
as was customary since 17G1, 1aat.d for 7 years; nnd on its dis- 
solution he again was a candidate for Leitrim, and was success- 
ful. Besides other ofices which he he!d, he was Deputy Vice- 
Treasurer of Ireland, a post once occupied by his fnther. I n  
1770 he married Mary, daughter of General Webb. She lived 
but a few gears. His second wife, Catharine, whom he mnrried 
in 1778, was the eldest daughter of the Rt.  Hon. John Reresford. 
Ancestor of the Clements of Ashfield. he died about the first davs 
of January, 1796, after a continuous servic? in the House of C'om 
mom for over 20 years. 

(19) Lord Charles Fitzgerald, born in 1756, was son of the 1st  
Duke of Leinster. His mother was daughter of Ih'2 2nd Dulre 
of Richmond and Lennox. H e  entered the navy and rose to he 
Rear-Admiral. H e  s e r ~ e d  in the Irish Parliament from 1776 till 
its extinction for which he voted. I n  the Parliament 1783-90 he 
was member for County Iiildare, in the next member for Cavan 
Borough, and in the one succeeding member for somewhere else. 
On 27th December, 1800, he was created Lord Lecale, of Ard-
glass, County Down; but dying without surviving children in 
1810, the dignity expired. 

C. Litton Falliiner's I l l l i ~ ~ f i ~ n f i o i ~ xo j  I ~ i dHiato~y ,p . .  68. 

t Roll of County Leitrim Officers." Printed for private circnlation 
in 1909 by  J .  Ormsby Lawder, Esq., Lawderdule, who was  High Sheriff  
of kcitrim in that  year, 



(20) Thomas Nesbitt (very probably the same as  he whose ad- 
dress is given as Crossdoney Lodge) was a " pensioner a t  mill."':' 
As already stated, he voted for the Union. 

(21) Hon. George Cavendish, who, like Nesbitt, supported the 
IJnion, was Secretary to  the Treasury during pleasure. H e  mas 
n son of Sir Henry Cavendish 1. 

BELTURBET BURGESSES. 

(22) Thomas Taylor, one of the mbembers for Belturbet in 1703, 
ma? have been the Ht.  Hon Thomas Taylor, who was born on 
the 25th July,  1662, created a Baronet of heland,  12th June,  
1'704, and d?ad in 1736.1 At least he may have been n 
relation to  the last-mentioned pcrson. It is equallj l~lcelg tllilt 
hc was connected with the family of John Taylor, Esq . ,  who 
" hath 1,500 acres called Aghieduff."s This mas situated in 
the Precinct of Loghtee, allottxl to  EnglIsh IJndertalters. Of 
Taylor's property Pynnar says :-" TJpon this proportion is a 
Castls and Bawne thoroughly finished, and himself and his 
family dwelling in it. I fincl estated and p l a n t d  upon this land 
of Brittish Birth and descent, a total of 24 families, besides 
divers Undertenants." All these, Yynnar adds, had taken the  
Oat11 of Supremacy; and ha? also mentions that  most of them 
dwelt in a vlllage consisting of fourteen houses, and which con-
tained a water mill. 

(23) The Hon. Brinsley Butler sllcceecled in 1723 his brother, 
Tlieophilus, as  second Baron Newto~~whutler H e  represented, 
a t  different times before that ,  Belturbet and Kells. On the 9th 
July,  1711, Brinsley Butler was sworn Gentleman-Usher of the 
Black Rod, a t t a d i n g  the House of Lords. H e  was also Lieu- 
tenant of the Company of Battle-Axes, whose d u t j  it waq to 
guard*the Chief Governors of the Kingdom The colonelcy of 
this Company was conferred on him on the 5th May, 1714, but' 
he resignzd ~t on the  death of Queen Anne. I n  May, 1726, he 

- was appointed a Privy Councillor by King George I., continuing 
in that  offic3 under the  reign of King George 11. The latter 
monarch advanced him to the dignity of Viscount of Lanes-
borough in 1728, and he sa t  in the  Irish House of Lords by that  
tit10 on the  27th October, 1731. 

Hs marriCd Catherine, daughter of Neville Pooley, Esq., 
Dublin, and had 23 children. Dying in Dublin on the 6th b h r c l ~ ,  
1735, he was interred with his brother. 

* Appendix, Rlitchel. 
t Do. 
1Burke's Peerage. 
$ Pynliar's Survey, 



(24) The Hon.  Humphrey Butler was the  son of Bririsley, Lord 
Baron Newtownbutler (afterward:; V~scount  Lanesborougli), and 
succeeded his father a s  member or burgess for U'dtwbet in 1725. 
He mas High Sl~eriff  of C'ounty Chvan in 1727, and held the 
same office in Westmeath tha following ?*e?r. Captain of the 
Battle-Axe Guards mas another of his p o s ~ t ~ o n s ,  and on vacating 
i l ,  his brother Robert succeeded to ~ t .  On March 23rd, 1735, Ire 
toolz his seat in the Irish HOUB.? of Lords;  wa:; n ~ n d e  a Privy 
Council!or on the lRt8h Novernbcr, 1749, and for n time w m  Gov- 
ernor of County Cavnn. 

I n  1756 he was advanced a step in the p e e r a p ,  the title of 
Earl of Liu;3sborough being conferred on him. On the 14th 
iUarch, 17613, he was electxl Speaker of the House of Peers dur- 
ing the  Chnncellor's illness. HP died a t  S t .  Sbcphm's Green, 
31th April, 1768, leaving a son and a daughter. 

(25) Hon Thomar; Butler mx:; mother  son of t l~r :  first Viscount 
I ~ ~ n e s h o r o ~ ~ g h .Rising to varion:s position:q in the Army, he 
eventually suce3ecled his uncle in the  post of Adjutant-General; 
and in &lay,  1744, was appointed one of th-  General Governors 
of Countv Lim?riclz R e  died a t  l ~ i s  rcs'dc.ncr St. step hen'^ 
Gr+en, Dub!in, on the 16th December, 1753. 

(26) Hon. Robert Butler in 1733 took the  place of his brother, 
Humplire,y--who, on the denth of Ilia f a t l~e r ,  was called to the 
House of Peers-as one of the 1qrcsentntives of Belturbot. H e  
also succ3~ecied his brother a s  Capt,aln of t,lie Ih t t le-Axc G~iards .  
O n  tallc, 30th August, 1753, Ile married Mwy, rlaugliter of Dr.  
Rol:crt, Howard, Bishop of Elyllirl. 

(27) Hon. John Eiutler was the youngest surviving brother of 
the Hon. Robert Butler. H e  was appointed " Clerk of the 
Pipe " on the  7th June,  1736. Re-rl'.:cted for Ne~vcastle, he r6 
signed the repres2ntation of ISelturbet. I n  tlli:; connection, it i s  
of interest to note tlmt 1:;2 was member for Newcastle for 40  
years, viz., from 1743 till 1783. 

(28) Charles Pra.ncis Sheridan was of a i h v a n  family. Their 
abi l i ty  in every generation i s  cften nddueecl a s  tl proof tha t  talent 
is hereditary. H i s  father, Thomas, was born in Quilcn House, 

' 

near Virginia; and Dean Swift, who was there a t  the t ime, in 
one of his usual long visits to Rev. Dr  Sheridan, stood sponsor 
a5 the baptism. He himsdf was born in Dublin in 1750.2< 
I n  1772 ha was appointed rnvoy to Sweden, serving in tha t  capa- 
city for three years. While there he wrote his History nf t h e  
Revolution. H e  mas elected for Belturbet in 1776, and was 
called t,o the Irish Ba.r in 1780. At the next General Rlection, in -

* ) ic t ionnry of Nntion.nl Biogrrcplt !/-sub nomine, Vo1. SVTI., p. 74, 



-- - - - 

1783, he became memlwr for Rathcormack. When his brother, 
the famous Richard Brinsley Sheridan, was appointed Under-
Secretary in th3 second Rockhampton administration h'a secured 
( harles Francis the post of Secretary for War in Dublin. From 
this office he retired in 1789, and received a pension of £1,000 
per annum. The latter part of his life was spent in f ~ ~ t i l e  asperi-
nlents in chemistry and mechanics. H e  died in 1806. I t  should 
be added that his grand-niece-grand-daughter of Richard Brins- 
IPY-was the mother of the 1st  Marquess of Dufferin and Ava 
(d 1002), said to h a v ~  been one of the greatest diplomats the 
I3ritish Is!es ever produced. She it was who wrote the poem be- 
ginning, " I 'm Sitting on the Stile, Mary." 

(29) David La Touche, junr., was descended from an English 
family whose original name was Digges. IIcParlan in his 
Stntisticnl S u ~ v o yof t h e  G o ~ n t yLeitrim (Dublin, 1802) mentions 
the " Rt. Hon. David Latouche and Brothers " in the list of 17 
" Nob1err.w and Gentlemen who have large properties within 
th 's  county, and have no place of residence therein." H e  mar 
ried the only daughter of T)r George Marley, Bishop of Dromore, 
nnd had six sons and fix'; daughters. By  profession he was a 
I)anlter..> Though not n reprzsentative of Beltnrbet a t  the 
time, he voted against the TJnion, while a namesake of his, Rt.  
Hon. David Latouche, voted for it F 

I n  conclusion, I should like to point out that it is not on record 
that any Cavan members occupied the office of Speaker of the 
Irish House of Commons. Neverth*;less, many of Cavnn's former 
lepresentntives, in the s2venteenth a s  well as  in the eighteenth 
century, were dixtinguishd for their **loquence and ability. 

To complete the list of i\femb'~rs I give from another source$ 
tl12 names of those in James the Second's Parliament. I t  sat in 
Dublin from May 7th till 20th July,  1689; but the destruction of 
all cffic'al and other docunlents and writings in connection with 
it was ordered in 1695 bv an Act of a subsequent Irish Parlia- 
ment-7 Will: 111. 11.. c.1. The Act did not attain full success. 

- . - .- ---
* In the " Gentdeman'srrmd- OitizenJs xl-mmac," - published by John 

Watson, Dnbljn, 17G8, " Messrs David Latowhe and Sons, Ca.stle 
Straet." are iwluded with three other firms under the heading of . 
" Bankers of Duhlin." From the same pub1icat:'on i t  is  learnt that 
David La Touche, jun., was Treasurer of the Hibernian Marine Nnr- 
serg. ctc. .  and, like other Cavan Parliamentarv raoresentatives. was a 
member of the Dublin Society, later known as the Royal Duhlin Society. 

t Appendis, Mitchel. 
X C. Litton Fa1lrinl.r'~ The Parlilnient of Ireland under the Tudor 

Sovereigns, Pol. XXV., Section C., No. 10, Royal Irish Academy,
Dublin. 

5 l 'hc Prctviof Podinmcnt of 1689 by Thomas Davis, (London-Unwin.
1893), 3rd Ed. Appendix, p. 1.59. See qlso Dr Sigerson's Work on 
the same subject. 



JAMES II'S PARLIAMENT, 1689. 

COUNTY OF CAVAN. 

l'llilip Reilly, of Aghnacravy, Esq. 
J o h n  Heilly, of Garirobucb, Esq. (Cf. p .  66 of this Journal . )  

BOROUGH OF CAVAN. 

I ' l~i l ip  Og O'Reilly, Esq. 
Hug11 lteilly, of L a r a ,  Esq. 

BOROUGH OF BELTURBET 

Sir  E d w a r d  Tgrell,  B a r t .  
Y l ~ ~ l i pTuite ,  of Newcastlc, Esq. 

T. S .  SMYTH. 

NOTE-For a general history of the Irish Hoi~ses of Parlian~ent a 
mass of materials may be found in the  Public It.ecord Office, Dublin. 
Tha collection was fully indexed. by the late Record Con~nlissioners. A 
sy~~ops i sof the contents IS glven in the vnlual~le wwk, M70tsrl's 
Guide t o  the  H e w ~ d s  deposited in the place ~ m n e d ,  published by His 
Majesty's Stationery Oflice ill 1919, pp. 190-193. 

For more rpadily accessible information on thc same subject the 
reader may be referred to the late C. L. ,Falltinrr's Paper on Irish 
I 'n~l ic~menta~yAn,tiq~ui.ties (and the authorities therein quoted) con-
tained in his~TCss~s 17elatiny to I,r.cland; and also to  ;I scries of nrticleu 
il l  the I r i s l ~Kwlesiclsticrsl l{ecvrcd (July, 1918, March and August, 1'321)) 
and in t,he I r i s h  Afonthl~ for September, 1921. The writer is Mr 31. 
MacDonagh, author of the Ii,istory of the  E n . g l i s 7 ~I'u?liarne.~~t,a work 
issued this year (1921.) 



130rx1 a t  Ihntllia., Clare, 11th Xov., 1794. Ijied in 
Dublin on July 30tl1, 18G'L. 

I'ctrio, O'Uonovan. anti 0'Curr.y were life-lo11g 
f r i ~ l d s .  'I'lley form the brilli:~nttrio that laid the 
fovndations of Irish Anticpitics and l r i s l ~  Scholtu-- 

ships. 

(See>A ( i r o i l p  of i\ltrtioll-Nuiltlo,.s I),y l h v .  1'. M. 
n'IacSweeney, Dublin, 1913.) 



HISTORICAL NOTICES OF MUEEAGH. 

By Philip O'Connell, M.Sc. ,  F .R .S .A. I .  

The present parish and district of Mullagh were formerly in- 
clucled in the olcl Civil Parish of liillinkere as is indicated by the  
I.)own S u r ~ e y  l l a p  of 1654. This Civil Parish is shown as 
oacupying a large area in the north-eastern portion of the  Baroily 
of C n s t l e r a l ~ a n . : V o u r  p a r c ~ l s  of termon lands were comprised 
in this Civil Parish, viz :-Killidteare, Iiahonacke (Raffony), 
Rantavan, and Beagh. This shows its former ecclesiastical irn- 
ro!.tance. Mullagh and Killinkere wcre separate parishes in 
1704. A!lhough Rev. Bartke hIacCabe was Parish Priest,of both 
from l'i6G till his death in 1791, yet, as we shall see afterwards, 
ecclesiastically the parishes nppea:. to have been coneideiwl as 
geparat,e. 

An examination of the Down Survey and Plantation Maps 
shows Lhat the old district of Mullagh, a6 understood in the earlv 
seventeenth century, was sibuated to  the  norlh and north-cast of 
the present Mullagli Lough and incluclecl portions of the present- 
clay townlands of Cornakill and Cloughballv-beg. The present 
town of Mullagh occupien the south-eastern portion of the old'er 
district marked M n l l u c h  on the Plantation Map of 1609 and 
Mullagh on the Down .Survey. The Hill of Mullagh mav be 
zonsidered a s  the  centre of the ancient district reaching to  Acna- 
madron, now Rosehill) The old Church of T c a m p ~ l l lCealluiyh 
the Rectory and Glebe lands are  in the  townland of Rantnvan. 

The townlancl ofBillyu~oocl~ adjoining Mullagh is mentionecl in 
the Chroniczrvz S c o t o ~ ~ u n zunder the year 710 A.D. in the notice 
of n battle fought there :-

The battle of Bile Tenedh in Assal gained by hfurchadi~ 
Midhe, in which Flann, son of A'erlh, son of Dluthach, and 
Dubhduin TJa Becce were slain; and Colga and Ardh Clua- 
sach, son of Diarmaid, fell in the heat of the battle. 

*" Castleraghan " in Down Survey. O'Donovan cnlls this spelli~lg 
" barbarons." 

t This townland is niarlietl Acn~tniaclro~~ ml the I '  n n d  At~clrtlcillil)1~erc1"
1)on.n Sulv~y ; portioti i s  mnrliccl " Aghnmodoe." Tho Art of Settle-
tumt Grants " (1666) have " Acnamndron and Artheltillibride " and 
"Aghamadder." 

1 In the Raronv of Lower Kells. Co. Meath. The old district of Assal 
was situated in the recion nround Ceanannus. " Bile Tenedh," signifg- 
itlg the " tree of the fire," reminds u s  of the sacred fires nround which 
t l i ~Druidic rites wcrc performed in Pagan times. 



The earliest historical referances t o  Mullagh are concerned 
with accounts of the O'Reilly* clan, one branch of which resided 
here. This was the Clan Mselmordhat whose Chieftains, so fre- 
~ u e n t l y  mentioned by the Annalists held lordship for centuries 
over the surrounding districts. Eastern Breffni, or Breffni 
O'Reilly, existed as  a separate principality from the tenth century 
until 1584 whcn Lord Deputy Yerrott formed it into the present 
County of Cavan. Tlra O'Reillys extended their territory and 
suthorily into the English Pale aud possessed the present Barony 
of Lower Oeananuus (Kells) in Meath. The boundaries of the 
ter~i tory  of Breffni were not coincident with the boundaries of 
the present County of Cavan. The 'eastern boundary of Breffni 
O'Reilly passed through I~i lmaiuham Wood to Kells, and from 
thence t o  Crossakeel and Oldcast!e in Meath; the boundary con- 
tinued to Granard in Longford and passed through parts of West- 
meath. On the north-west the river a t  BallyconneH separated 
Ereffni O'Reilly from Breffni O'Rourke; the latter extended from 
thence t o  Drumcliff in Sligo. The Ailnals of Ulster in the year 
1258 mention that  the hostages of Muinnter-Raighilligh were 
given to  Aedh Ua Conchobuir and the hostages of Ui-Briuin from 
" Cenannus to Druim-Cliabh. " The same Adnals record in 1355 
(hi: death of Concobur Mac Con Shnama, " Bishop of the Breifni 
from Drum-cliabh to Cenannus " (i.e., from Drumcliff t o  Kells.) 
The O'Reillys had castles a t  Tullymongan, Cloughoughter, Bally- 
nacargy, Tullyvin, Lisgannon, Belturbet, Kilmore, Lismore and 

* The O'Reil1,vs were descended from Aodh Fionn or Aodh the Fair 
King of Connacht whose death is recorded by the Annalists, A.D. 611. 
They took the  name OIR.aighilligh from Raghallach, one of their cele- 
brated Chieftains in the tenth century. The narn:( Raghallach is said 
to  be derived from " ragh, " meaning an arm and allach " signifying 
strong. The poet, O'Dugnn, historian of the O'Kelly's, Princes of Hy 
Maine, who died A.D., 1372, wrote:-

" Rioghthaoiseach na ruathar n-garbh 
O'Raghallaigh na ruadh arm." 

" Head Chief of fierce conflicts 
O'Raghallaigh of the red arms (or shields.)" 

t AIac.lmordha, latinised " JTilesius " and anglicised Miles, mas a 
favourite name with the  O'Reillys. Other names ocrnrring in the text 
are :-Cu-Connacht (lit. warrior of Connacht) latinised " Cornelius " 
and anglicised " Conor " or '' Connor." Toirdelbach is now " Tur-
lough " and, without warrant, has been latinised Terentius whence 
Terence, Giolla-Iosa is latinised Gelasius. Magnus or Maghnus is now 
Manus. Aodh is usually "translated " Hugh, although the names have 
no ronncdion. By n similar process of latinisation for wh~ch Irish 
writers of the Middle Ages are res onsible owing t o  their using Latin, 
we now pet " Felix " for FeiBhlimidh, " Eugene " for Eoghan 
"lMalachyJ' for Maelseachlain, " Thaddeus " for Thadg, " Jeremiah " 

' Ifor Diarmaid, Virgilius " for -Fearghal. These names are substitu-
tions, and date from the sixteenth century. (Vide Rev. P. Woulfe 
(Sloinnte Guedhal is Gall new Edition.) 



Camett (now Xevitt) near Crossdoney, Tonagh, and Ballyrinkc, 
near Lougli Sheelin; Kilnacrott, Lough Ramor, and Mullagh in 
Castlerahan Barony and Tonragee (Bailieboro'), and Muff in Clan-
bee Barony. The sites, and the sites only, of most of these an- 
cient castles can still be located. The buildings themselves have 
almost wholly perished. 

I n  a Parliament held in Trim in 1447 by Sir John Talbot, Earl  
of Shrewsbury, English Lord Deputy in Ireland, i t  was enacted 
that  the circulation of Irish coinage called " O'Reillys' Money " 

'be prohi1)ited in the English Pale. This shows that  the O'Reillys 
coined their own money as  early as the fifteenth century. An-
o t l~e r  Act to prohibit the circulation of " O'Reillys' Money " was 
passed in the Parliament held in Naas, Co. Kildare, in 1457 by 
the English Lord Deputy, Thomas Pitzgerald, Earl  of Kildare. 

A s  thBir territory was located on the borders of Meath the 
O'Reillys had to  maintain constant warfare in orrler to hold their 
frontiers against the settlers oE the Unglish Pale. Numerous 
notices of the incursions of these settlers into Ureffr~i will be 
quoted from the Annalists in this paper. The Castle of Mullagh 
being situated in close proximity to the English pale, was much 
exposed to these sudden and destructive forays, ~ l n d  it was neces- 
sary to hold there a force. sufficiently strong to successfully repel 
such attaclrs. Fynes Moryson (Secretarj to  Lord Mountjoy) in 
his account of the wars of Hugh O'Neill states that  the O'Reillys 
brought 800 foot and 200 horse to the standard of O'Neill; again, 
Camden, writing during the reign of Elizabeth, mentions that  the 
O'Reillys were famous for cavalry. 

The Ann& of Loch  Ce' record an attaclc by the settlers of the 
Pale on Breffni O'Reilly in 1233 A.D. :-

The I~osting by Wi1lia.m de Laci (i.e., the son of Hugo and 
the dtrugliter of Ruadhr i ,  son of Toirdell)l~acl~ Mor O'Concho- 
lhair) and by the Foreigners of Midhe along with him ; and 
they went with great force into the Breifne, to Cathal 
O'Iiaighilligh and to'his brother Cu-Connacht and committed 
great depredations- A party of the people of O'Raighilligh, 
however, encountered William de  Laci and the chieftains of 
the host who were behind the preys ; and t h e j ~  gave each 
other battls, and William Brit was s!an thee.>, and other 
good foreigners along with him;  and Willinm de Tlaci was 
wounded there, and Charles, son of Catha! Gull. and manv 
more along with them;  and they (the Foreigners) afterwards 
returned from the district without pledges or ho~tagefi; mrl 
William de Laci; and Charles, son of Cathal Gall O'Conchb- 
bhair ; and Feorus Finn son of the Foreign Qu4esn,* and Diar-

-

* Faerus Finn or Foerus the Fair appears to  have heen the son of 
Inahella of Angouleme, widow of King John and mother of Hemy IIX, 
of England. She was married to the Count Hugo de 1;) Marchc 111 
France. 



maid Bernach OIMaelseclilain, died in their own houses im- 
mediately after from the wounds inflicted on then1 a t  Mona- 
crand-chain* 

The B o o k  of Fenaglzl translated by Kelly and annotated by 
Hennessy, gives (p. 77) the following supposed prophecy of St .  
Caillin relative t o  this battle:- 

'Tis in the tim eof this stainless Cu: 
That Williams will come again over the sea : 
B u t  though he brings Foreigners into the country, 
H e  will be defeated in Crandchain.Il 
The reason why I prophecy this day, 

That the place shall be called Crandchain, 
I s  from the c~.anntcgh*'k that  will be given there, 

From the bog into the river. 
To William Gorm, after that  defeat, 

Three weeks exactly [I allow] 
I n  REeath, until from the poison of his wounds, 

The knight's strength is subdued. 
The Annals  o f  L o c h  CO record another incursion in 1328: 

Maelsechlain O'Raighilligh, lord of Muinter-Maelmordl~a, 
was apprehended and wounded by the Foreigners of Midhc; 
and he was released on giving hostages, but afterwards died 
of his wounds in his own house. 

The Annals  o f  t h e  Few Alastc~.sand also the Annals  of Uls tcr  
record the event under the same date. An earlier incursion is 
noted by the A n ~ l a l s  of Loclz Ce' under 1270:- 

* The plare where th is  batt le was fought signifies t he  bog of t he  
handsome trees.  (V. note by Hennossy.) It was si tuated in County 
Cavan on t h e  border of bteath,  but  has  not been identified. I am un- 
able t o  trace any place a t  present bearing the  name in Co. Cavan. 

t The l 1  Book of Fenagh " was romposcd about or previous to  1300 
A.D The notes a r e  by Hennessy :-

1Thp " Cu." Lit .  " the  houud " ; a word frequently employfed in 
t h e  composition of Irish proper names, a s  Cu-Chonnacht, " Hound of 
Connacht "; Cu-Ulad, " Hound of Ulstcr," etc. (Cf. note ante.) 

5 " U'illiam," William Gorm (i.e., Blue William) or William clc 
Lasci. . . . 

Crandcha i~~ . ' '  This batt le is recorded by the  four Mast.  under 
year 1233, t h e  name of t he  si te being writ ten "Aloin-Crandchain." which 
s a s  somewhere in t h e  County Cavan, not  far  from t h e  Meath  border. 
Th-3 account represents Da Lasci a s  having been wounded by t h e  
OIReillys, and having died from the  effects of his wounds. The bat t le  i s  
also recorded under t h e  same year in t he  " Annals of Clonmacnoise, in 
which William d e  Lasci is said t o  have been " t he  chiefest champion 
in these par ts  of Europe; and t h e  hardiest  and  strongest  hand of any
Englishman from the  Nicene seas t o  th is  place, or Irishman." 

*I ( 1  Crannagh." A figurative expression for " slaughter," or 
" crashing " ; derived from " crann," a t ree .  

11 



Thomas OIRaighi!ligli was slain by the Foreigners of the  
Ober . * 

The Afinais of Ulster record in the year 1431:-
A horse-host of Foreigners came in search of spoil into the 

Clann-in-Caichi of Ua Raighilligh, Magnus Mag Math-
gamna, namely, son of Ardglial, \%'ent the same day in 
search of spoil against the Foreigners, and information of the 
horse-host of the Foreigners was got by him. Magnus 
followed them on their track nnd found them resting, lreep- 
ing guard on the prey. Magnus ment against them 
spiritedly, successfully, and their magnates were captured 
by him and the other portion of them slain. And Maghnur 
ment to his house on that  occasion with triumph of victory 
and so on. 

But  the O'Reilly Clan did not always remain on the defensive 
against their hostile neighhours. The Annals of u r s t e ~record 
under the year 1413:-

The Muinter-Raighillaigh and Clann-Caba went on an 
attack into Meath this year and large burnings wcrc done by 
them. And the Foreigners overtook them Illen, and Math- 
gamain JIacCaba was slain there, and Lochlainn MacCaha: 
and many of his people were slain there, and Thomas Ua 
Raighillaigh, junior, was injured, and he was lame from that 
out. 

The Few Masters have the same 'entry. We shall see pre-
sent'lp mention made by the Annalist of similnr incursions. 

The Castle of l\iIullagh appears to have been the principal resi- 
dence of the Clann Maelmordha O'Reilly of Southern Breffni; 
the Barony of Castlerahan was the patrimony of the Clann Mael- 
mordha. The old castle, of which hardly a vestige now remains, 
wu3 situated in the townland of Cloughbally-beg, c!ose to the 

* " Wobber," Co. Meath. The name signifies the " obair " or work 
and was applied t o  the English Castle there. The definite article was 
incorporated and became a permanent part of the word. Mageoghegan's 
translation of the I' Annals of Clonmacnoise " calls i t  " the Obber." 

t Lit. " Clan of the Blind (OIReilly.") Now the Barony of Clan-
kee. According to O'Donovan, the Clann-kee OIReilly gave its name 
to this barony. " All f;he families of this sept had taken the name of 
Mac Kee." he writes, but they were comdelled to resume their t rue 
name, O'Reilly, by the celebrated Hugh O'Reilly. Primate of All Ire- 
land in 1615." " Duffy's Hibernian Magazine," Jan. 1861, p. 38. 

1" The MacCabes who are very numerous in this County [Cavan] a re  
not of the Hy-Brian or even the  Rfilesian race, but descended from a 
Dnnish Chief " nomlne " Tormod, of whom see Mac Firbis. 

Tradition still stvlee the iMacCabes hchlannnn,  for wheuevcr any of 
the family do anything out of the  mnp v111qnr prejudice will nroclaim, 

He could not be good beinq of tha Tiochlann race.' " (O'Donovan, 
" 0.S. Letters," Cavan, 1836.) 



western edge of the Lake of Mullagh ; it is marked in this position 
on the Plantation h9ap of 1609. The dimensions of the building 
may still be traced. OfDonovan (0 ,s .  L e t t e r s ,  Cavan, 1836, 
p 64) is 'error when he says that " it must have stood on the 
site of the present little village of Mullagh and given rise to it." 
H e  appears to  have relied on Norden's Map (1609) without 
at,tempting t o  definitely establish t'he site locally. The plan,tation 
Map of 1609 fives the location of the old castle, so also does the 
Act of Settlement Grants of 1667 which mentions " Cloghbally-
beg, with the old castle there-on." From the manuscript evi- 
dences connected with the history of the O'Reilly Clan we can 
gatlier many interesting details concerning this castle and its 
founders, and also about the adjacent churchyard of Teampul l  
Ceallaigh now anglicised Kelly 's  Church.  The history of thie 
c11d church and graveyard is closely associated with the history 
n11d vicissitudes of the O'Reilly Clan who, as chieftains of the 
distriot, extended their patronage and protection over it. 

The O'ReilLy Pedigree* hns the following, whfch is one of the 
earliest references to this church :-

Giolla Iosa Ruadh had thirteen sons, viz-Philip Cu-Con-
nacht from whom are descended the people of Mullach, viz., 
Philip, son of Shane, son of Rrinn, son of Philip with his re- 
latives. Thcre arose e disputle between the descendants of 
Cuchonnacht and the descendants of Giolla Iosa Ruadh and 
they bwned Teampul l  Cenllnigh a t  Loch nn Mhuillin, so that 
it was not rebuilt ever since, and no one was buried in the 
churchyard for a lonz t inx  after that deceitful act. 

The ruin which remains in the churchyard of Teampul l  
C ~ a h i g happears to be that of a more mocl5rn erechion, but its 
style and shape are pre-Reformation. Thme O'Rci l l v  Pedigree 
( ihid)  in a list of the castles possessd b.v t,he O'Reilly (?Ian in 
Southern Breffni states that :-

The Castle of Mullnch was erected by Conor More, Fon of .  
Shane, son of Philip, son of Garret Roe. 

From Giolla-Iosa. son of Mahon, son of Garret Roe, came 
the Muinntcr  a n  Mhagha (Muff.) 

From Cormac, son of Shane, came the nobility of 

* MSS. H. I. 15. T.C.D. This valuable MSS. preserved in the Lib-
rarv of Trinitv Collezc. Dublin. contains the Genealogy and Pediqree 
of the 0'R.eillv Clan. It, e s t ~ n d s  over 960 panes-the pagination I S  a 
hirh one-written in Gae!ic. Tt i.; sorn~tjrnes called hy a fiotitious name 
-the "Salter of Tnra "-nrnhahlv t o  imitate the creat historiral work 
called the " Psalter of Tara," now ilnfortnnately lnst except what ex 
tr-rts we mav have from it  by mrrdzm writers. The comniler of the  
MSS. was the relehrn.t~d Ta.dhn O'Fencht,lin who was born in 1671 an? 
is the  author of n well-known Irish-Enplisl~ Dirtionnry. 

The trans1at:on in the  text  above is literal in order to follow the oriq- 
inat more closely. 



M-uinfiter Connapht called " Sliocht n a  d-Tri (the descen- 
dants of the  three.) 

To the family of Edmond belong the people of Druim 
hlallaclat (Drummallaght), viz :-Shane, son of Edmond, son 
of James,  son of Conor. Giolla-Iosa, son of Glaisne, son of 
Conor, son of Miles of Druim Mallacl~t (p. 852.) 

These were the five chieftains that  were governing the 
Gsirbhthrian of Connacht now called Breiffne O'Reilly and 
Breifne O'Ruarc, or the Co. Cavan and the Co. Leitrim, uu -
der O'Reilly or under O'Ruarc alternately whilst they were 
in Lordship to the time of old Ferghal (if it be true) who got 
the old Ensign from Mullach Lniclz, namely, from'his cap- 
tives by whom the said Ensign mas surrendered. Among 
all the virtues of this Ensign, i t  had tlie virtue of being 
kept by its standard bearer in every battle fought but not to 
place it standing by the top of a shield. This condition was 
not fulfill'ed by Mac Cuirrin, the standard-bearer of O'Ruarc. 
The hattle took place accordingly a.nd he tmlr the olrl Ensign 
with him to  O'Maghnus, son of Hngh, in Scotland. Pre-
viously to that  old Ferghal spread his fame, excellency and 
renown far and wide and banished all the O'Reillys escept 
Cathal na gClaorach as before mentioned. (p. 852.) 

The last man l~nder  the power of the English was Maoil- 
shsachlsa.inn O'Reilly. The place wherein his Ilo~lse stood 
was in view of Eaml~a in  [Emain Macha or Emnnia now 
Navan fort, near Armagh] and of Uisnench [in County West- 
menth, west of Mullingar.] Over t,he plain of Meath and 
out over the. House of Teamhrach [Tare]. For he dwelt on 
the Hill of illdl~aclzthat  was sitluabcd on tlie high hill of the  
spoil, and they sav that he had a barrel of wheat and a bar- 
rel of malt a s  a tribute on every ploughland from Dublin t o  
Ceannanus [Kells.] (p. 852.) 

The O'Ruarc left no O'Reilly without killing except that  
old child, Cathal na gcaorach whom his tutor Mac Giolla 
Dubh sent to  his real foster brother to D l ~ t l ~ o r l l ~  Il$in [nu l -  
anc] a t  Cleanannus [Kel!.~] to be punished. He remained there 
up to this mindin? slleep so that. the O'Ruarcs no longer 
attemptsd to  get the  same power in the Eastern portion of 
the Gairbht.hrian, so that  the  Gairbhthrian was called Breffne 
O'Ruarc and Breffne O'Reillg secondly (p. 852.) 

Osgur, vie: Sirendan, his nine sons and their nine foster- 
fathzrs nine cows and a bull came to  reside a t  Coil1 na Nam- 
hus near Tuladli to the west of Sliabh Cairbre. Tlreg slew. 
the mercenary soldiers there. They marched thence t o  the  
Tochar The hull bellowed. " My son," said the  denf 
hii~cilirl~enan," these cows came from the country of  rn -
emi'es to the country of friends, and the offspring of those 
who own the cow8 shall have the country ag far qs the bel- 



lowing was heard." I t  is thoughb [believed] that  it is 
Ferghal of the Tochar that  was the chief O'lleilly a t  that  
time and tllat he used be [live] for a while a t  the Tochar 
and for a. while a t  l'ulach Alongain. O'lleilly said 
to the Sireadans that  i f  Ihoy reached Cloch Machtair 
where the guards of O'Ruarc were up to 
tha t ,  and having the Alac T x n a n s  and Mac Saurins helping 
them they would get the place appraised as an  estate. There- 
upon they beleagured the Castl? until bhe servants came out 
of the Castle to cut  firewood.. These they slew and put on 
their dtin clothing. The postern dcor was opened for them 
and, springing on the  garrison, they slew them before they 
had time to seize t11e:r w m s ;  and in the guis4e of this decep 
tion thzy got the best land in Rreffne, viz: from Loch Uach- 
tdir to Mtrl lac l~  T ~ f i c ? ~  (ihid.) 

The Annalists record many particulars of t l ~ e  O'Reilly Clan 
which help us to fix the date of th s  erection of the Castle of 
Alullagh. 

The Annrrls of U l s f e ~ ,A.D., 1403, record that  Cu-Connncht, 
son of hlaghnus IJa Raighilligh, died 111 ths  same year the  
A n n a l s  of L o c h  Cc' note :-

Maelmordha, the son of CwConnacht, son of Giolla-Isa 
R u a d l ~  assumed the lordship of i\Iuinter hIaelmordha in hoc 
anno. 

His death is recorded by blle An7lrrls of T,och CP and a!so hy the 
i l ) l l?als of T J l s t c ~and the P o u r  M u s l c ~ s  in 1411 :-

hlaelmordha O'Raigh:lliq11, King of Muintar i\lclmortlha, 
mortuus est 

The A n f i a l s  of Uls ter .  and also tba F o u r  iMastc7.s record in A.L.,  
1485 :-

The descendants of Maelmordha of the M u l l a c h  were ex-
pslled from their own district, and tlte sons of Glaisne TJa 
Raighilligh built a castle an the'r land. And on their 
[the sons1 settling on them, those d r w  the Ear l  of Kildare, 
namelv, Gerald, son of Earl  Thomas, on the sons of Glaisnc, 
and 15 herds of cows wers wrested from them in a raid, and 
Gilla-Isa, son of Glaisne, was taken in it. 

The qtatement of the  O ' R ~ i l l y  Pedigree  shows that  the Castle 
of Mollagh was erected by Conor More O'Reillv, and th's notice 
of the Anna1;sts fixes the d ~ t e  of the erection as A.D.,  1485 
Rowever, this does not preclude the evistence of an  older founda- 
tion or residence prior to this date. The Clan Maelmordha were 
ifi possesq:on of southern Rreffni from the eleventh century on- 
wards. The A n n a l s  of t h e  Foul. A 4 a s t e ~ srecord in A.D., 1488 :-

Eogan, son of Maelmordha TJa Raighilligh, namely lord 
vf AfzdJach-T,nighil l ,  died this year, 



- --- -- 

The Annuls  of Ulster  have A.D., 1495. (The italics are mine) : 
Toirdelbacl~, son of 201111, son of Toirdelbach, son of John, 

son of Eogan Ua lbighilligh, and rlcdh, son of Maelrnordha 
son of John, son of Eogan Ua Raighilligh, were slain in one 
place this year, ~ ia rndy ,  the 6th oi the  ICnlends of June 
[May 271, Wednesday, by Cu-Connaci~t, scn of Maghnus, 
son of Maelmo~'clhn of the AI~~l lncl~.  And ('11-Conriacht himself 
was slain with cast of javelin in stzm:. place by the same Aedh 
And the javelin whersby fell Aedh l~inlself [mas] thr,ough 
him cross-wise, whilst h =  was giving that cast to him. And 
it is d a ~ b t f u l  whel~tller [lit. that1 there was in Ireland a t  
this timr a man of ToirC~lbach's age [years] that was better 
as man and as 1ead.w than he. Thc Castle of Tullach-
htonghain was talren b y  Un Rni~lii!ligl~,namelev, I)? John, 
qon of Catl~al,  son of Eognn U a  Raighilligh, a t  the  end of a 
fortnight after that slaylng and the descenclants of Mnel- 
mordha of the Mrcllnclz went, with their cattle to meet 
TJa Raighilligh after t h a t  slaying. 

The Annalists have frrquent rcfcrencc to the iwtivit2as of the 
C Ian O'IZ2illy from the twelfth to the sevcnleznth centuries. 
Some of tllese have been already quoted. T1i.a A?l l ld s  of Uls t e r  
have the following, with many others :-

A.D.,1161-GeofIrey TJa Raighilligh [Lord of B~eifni]  was 
kill?d.* 

A D . ,  124kFergha1,  snn of Cu-Connacht (O'Raighilligh) 
was lcilled by Maelruana~gl~, son of Ferghnl (and bg Concha-
bur), son of Corrnac [Mac 1)iarrnata.I (Also in F.M.) 

.l.D., 1282-h4atthcw (thc Red) O'Rn~gliill~gh died. (Also 
in F.M. and in Loch C&.) 

A.D.,1293-Ferghal Ua Raighilligh, King of Muinnter. 
Mallmordha, died. (Alqo in P.M. and Loch CB.) 

-4 .D., 1296Mael-Pedair  0'Duibhgennain, Archdeacon of 
Br2ifni from Druim-rliabh to Cknannus [ic., from Drumcliff 
to Kells] rested in Christ. (Also in P.M.) 

A.D., 13RO--Gilla-Is11 TJa Rai~h~l l igl l ,  King of Muintcr- 
hhilmordha, and of all the Breifni for n long time, died a 
prosperous senior, after gainin? victorv from wodcl anrl from 
demon. (Also in P.M.and Loch C6.) 

A.D.. 1347-Finnehuala, daueht-r of Mail-Shechlnim Ua 
Raighi1ln:gh died. (Also in F.M.) 

A.D., 1349-Richard Un Raighillaiah, King of [East] 
Breifni, died this year. (Also in F.31.) 

A D. ,  1365-Cu-Connacht IJa Raighillsi~h, King of 
Breifni, went into the Friars of his own will-n snirited 
powerful Kin? was he-and tht. kings hi^ was given to Philip, 
namely, to his brother. (Also in F.M.) 

At, Ceannnnus by blnel-Sechlainn O'Ruairc according t o  the F.M. 



A.D., 1367-Cu-Connacht Ua Raighillaigh, King of 
Breifni, died. (Also in F.M.) 

A.D., 1369-Philip Ua Raighillaigh was taken prisoner and 
deposed by his own kinsmen, and he was put into the Rock 
of Loch-huachtair* (also in F.M.), and great hardship 
[infl:cted] on him. And the kingship was taken by Magh- 
nus Ua Baighillaigh. And great war arose in the Breifni 
through that. 

A.D., 1432-Maelmordha Ua Raighilligh, junior, died. 
(Also in F.M.) 

A.D.,  143&Ua Dnlaigh of Breifni (namely, Aedh), that 
is, the Ollam of Ua RaighJligh in poetry, died this yenr. 
(Also in F.11.) 

A.D., 1467-Ua Raighilligh, namely, Cathal, son of 
Eogan, son of John Ua Raighilligh, diad in :his year, and 
Toirdelbach, son of John UR Raighilligh, was made King of 
his stead. [This under 1468 in the F.M.]  

A.D., 1474-Brian, son of Feidhlimidh Ua Raighilligh, 
mas captured this year by John, son of [the] Ua Raighilligh 
(nnmely, son of Toirdelbach Ua Raighilligh) and by the sone 
of Aedh Ua Raighilligh. 

A.D., 1478-The Rlaclr Gillie, son of Brian, son of Feidh- 
limidh Ua Raighilligh, died. (Also in F.M.) 

A.D., 1491-Brian, son of Feidhlimidh Ua Raighilligh, 
died this pear: to wit [protecting] head of [bardic] bands and 
mendicants arid the one who had the greatest ltnowledge and 
hospitality and guest-house that was in his own time. He 
died after victory of Unction and Penance. (Also in F.M.) 

A.D.,  1482 Matelmoldha, son of Cathal Ua Raighilligh, 
was slain by the sons of Aedh Ua Raighilligh this year: to 
wit, a man of hospitality and prowess and an eminent leader 
without defect. And the sons of Aedh Ua Raighilligh came 
into the country gain on peape [being made.] And the 
sons of Cathal made an inroad on them, and a house was 
taken on them, and the two sons of Aedh (namelv, Feidh- 
limidh aqd Cathal) ancl the two sons of Feidhlimidh, son of 
Aedh, ancl many of the worthi'es of their psople with them 
were slain. 

A.D., 1484-Brian the Red, son of Cathal, son of Xopan, 
son of John Ua Raighilligh, died a fortnight before Christ- 
mas. 

A.D., 1485-FeZdhlimidh, son of Glaisne, son of Concobur 
Ua Raighilligh, died of the plague after t h t  feast of [Holy] 
Cross in Harvest [Sept. 14.1 (Same in F.M.) 

1486--IV(I~rcella, daughter of John. son of Domnall, son 
of John, son of Domnall U s  Ferghail, namely, wife of Con- 

- ,

* Lough Oughter, 



cobur, son of Glaisne Ua Raighilligh was drowned or stifled 
in Ath-na-Boirw,* whatever the cause or who-ever did it. 

A.D., 1489-Concubnr, son of Glaisne Ua Raigl.lilligh, died 
of a fit in Rells. 

Conla Ua Maeltuile, namely, physician to Ua Raighilligh, 
died about the Feast  of Brigit. 

A.D., 14€El-Richard, son of Feidhlimidh, son of Fergal 
Ua Raighilligh, was slain by the son of John Phinltet, junior, 
two days after the  feast of the Holy Cross in the Harvest, 

A.D., 1 4 9 L O e d ,  son of Moilmorda, son of John Ua Raig- 
hilligh, was taken by the sons of Glaisne, son of Concobur Ua 
Raighilligh, after the p!undering of the  town of Thomas, son 
of Glaisne, by him. (Same in F.M.) 

A.D., 1490-Edward, son of Nicholas, son of Christopher 
P h n k e t ,  was talwn and plundsred 011 the  Nones [5th] of 
June by tjhe sons of Cathal, son of Eogan, son of John Ua 
Raighilligh. 

A.D.,  1491-TJn Raighilligh, namely, John, son of Toirdel- 
bach, son of John TJa Rnigl~illigh, to wit, a distinguished 
youth died this year in the beginning of his felicity a n d  was 
buried in the monastery of C,avan, the 25th day of the  month 
of November, namely, .the. feast day of Catherine. And John,  
son of Cathal, son of Rogan ITn Raighilligh, was made Ua 
Raighilligh. Cathal, son of Toirdelbach TJa Rnighilligh, 
drew the Earl  of Kildnl-s on that  TJa R.nighilligh, junior, and 
on his kinsmen and destruction of crons and chattels was 
done by the host of the  Foreigners to  the  country, and  the 
son of Mac Balronta was talzen by the  sons of Cathal from ' 

the host of the Foreigners and two horse~nen from them were 
drowned, and the  son of Rdmond, son of Thomas, son of 
Feidhlimidh Ua Raighilligh . . . , . , was slain by 
the Irost. (Same in F.M.) 

Great raids [were madel this year by James,  son of Earl  
' I ' ho~as :  on thc sons of Cilnisne, son of Concolx~r Ua Raig- 
h i l l i~h .  

A.D..  1492-Great raids were made this year by Cathal, 
son of Toifdelbach Un Raiqhil l i~h.  and by the sons of Mag
Mathgamn~. ,  ( t , h ~ t  is. Redmirnd). nn.mely. Glnisne and Brian 
and by Gilla-Padraia: son of Aedh Mae J f a t ~ l ~ g a n ~ n n ,  junior, 
a t  the instipation of Catha1 TJR Raighilligh, on Ua Raic- 
hillinh. nnmelv, on John. son of Cathal, son of Rogan Ua 
Raiehilligh on his 1z;nsmen also. in the  end of summer. 

Other great raids \;re made ahout these same times by 

* Ath-na-hoirne. This name signifies the  ford of the rarky lands. It 
appears to  b~ identipa! with the mcsent townland of " Burnem " at 
Killinkere. The Down Survey (1054) hna " Bourne." 

t Earl of Ilildarr, obit. 1477. 



Ua R,aighilligh in the sons of Glaisne Ua Raighilligh and 
the son of John Mag Mathgamna the Tawny, namely, John, 
was slain in pursuit of those preys by the sons of Glaisne and 
Garret, son of Edmond, son of Thomas, son of E'eidhlimidh -
TJa Raighilligh, mas taken on the same pursuit by them. 
(Same in F.M.) 

A.D., 1496-Edmond, son of Domnall Ua R.aighilligh, 
died this year. 

-4.D., 1497-Cathal, son of Toirdelbach, son of John, son 
of Eogan Ua Raighilligh, died of an attack of the glandular 
disease about Lammas. 

A.D., 1502-Inroad was made by O'Raighilligh, namely, 
by John, son of Cathal Ua Raighilligh, on Philip, son of Toir- 
delbach Mag vidhir [Maguire] and the level part of the 
country above Clann-Amhlaim [Clanawley in Fermanagh] 
was traversed and burned by them and Edmand son of Philip 
Mac Amhlain, the Swarthy, and 5 or 6 others were slain by 
them. And there ware slain from that host, to wit, the son 
of lJa R8aighilligli, namely, Donmall of the Plain* and the 
son of Mac Mael-Martain, namely, Concobar. (Same in F.M.) 

A.D. ,  1503-The Mape was slain [this] year in his own 
castle.\ by the sons of Edmund, son of Glaisne Ua Raig-
hilligh, and great war a.rose between Foreigners and Gaedhil 
from that and great injuries also [camse] on the Foreigners 
from that war and Fitz Simon was slain by the Gaedhil and 
SO on. 

A.D., 1506-Aedh the R,ed, son of Glaisne Mag Math-
gamna, w k  slain by O'bighilligh, na.mely, by John, son/of 
Cathal 0'R~a.ighilligh and by his sons this year. (Same 
in F.M.) 

,4.D., 1514--A hosting by the Earl  of Kildare, namely, 
Gerald, son of Gerald, Justiciary of Ireland, against O'Raig- 
hilligh, whereon he broke down the Castle of Cavan' and 
O'Raighilligh, namely, Aodh, son of Cathal O'Raighilligh 
and many :of the nob!es of his territory with him were closed 
in upon and slain. And niIacCaba was taken th'ere. (Same 
in F.M.) 

A.D. ,  1537-The Saxons went into the Breifne of O'Raig- 
hilligh on a [raiding] march and many of its people were 
slain by them and the son of O'Raighilligh, namely, of the 
Sternwess, was slain by them. 

A.D.,  1588-Cathair the Morose, son of O'Raighilligh, an 
eminent leader, was slain by the Saxons this year. 

* 'Wagh "-?luff, a little t o  the west of Ringscourt, Co. Cavnn. Also 
mcntioned in the  " O'Keilly Pedigree " (ante.) See also this Journal. 
P. 59. 

t Maperath, a few ~uilcs north-west of Ceanannus or Kells, Co. Meath 



The Arin(i18 of L q h  C i  record in A.D., 1565:-
" O'Raighilligh, i . ~ . ,  Maelmordha, son of John, son of 

Cathal, the best man that sver came.of his own sept, and 
than whom there seldom came of tlie race of Gaeidhel Glas a 

' better person, accorcling to tlie information and lrnowledge 
of all regarding him-i.e., a man to whom Gocl granted all 
the virtues a t  iirst, viz., the palm of eloquence, the palm of 
lrnowl'adge ancl learning, the ~ a l m  of sense and counsel, the 
palm of bounty ancl prowes; (and it woulcl not be wonclerful 
that luclc shoulcl attend tlie man of these virtues; and for 
these reasons he was elected chi'ef Iring over the Ui Raig-
hil1igh)-was put to death while detainecl in captivity by 
Foreigners." 

The same Altnals record A.D., 1584 :-
John, son of Aedh Conallach, was made the O'R.aighillig11 

by the Foreigners, in presence of the sons of the Maelmordha 
O'Raighilligh who mzre senior to him; and the sons of Mael- 
morclha destroyed the entire country after that. 

Many other references in the various Anmls testify to tlhe im- 
portance of, ancl power. wielded by, the O'Reilly Clan in Soutlicrn 
Dreiffni for at  least six centuries. The Clan RIaelmordhn which 
resided a t  Mullagh appears to have possessed the present Barony 
of Castla-ahan with portions of the adjoining Baronies of Clonlree, 
Clonmahan, and Louglltee in Cavan and Lower Iiells in Ncath. 
The boundaries of the territory possessed by the Clan were never 
permanent, but varied, as was usually the case, according to tlie 
powers which the Clnn could wield in repelling the invasions of 
the neighbouring clans who were ever tending to este,nd their 
boundariees. The O'Reilly Clan maintained its rule over Eastern 
Breffni until the year 1584 when Lord Deputy Perrott formed it 
into the present County of Cavan. 

The names of many people living in the district of Mullagli in 
the sixteenth century are recorded in the Fiants of Elizabeth. 
We find that a pardon was granted in 1584 to " Owen M'Gerald 
O'Regle of Jlollnch,e," under date 24th November. P ~ r d o nwas 
granted under date 12th June, 1586, to " Phelim Megle M'Symon 
of Clnykvdle ,  kern " : " l'elim Meale M'Perrall M'Symon of 
(!!ogh-cinyk, kern," ancl also to Yersy M'Kinlea of Claghvcille 
~iusbandman." Under the same date we have record of "Ternan 
M'Gillepatrick Magarnan, of Letmm.," and " Patrick MiDonnell 
Magrowry of Greazlglznednroughe." In  the same year is men-
tioned " Shane M'Cowchonaght O'Lyncs of Mollaqh." Pardon 
was granted on 6th March, 1592, to " I'helym Mo~~11M'Symon of 
C1ltrglt~r,lp,"and " Trelagli i\d'E3srrall O'Reighly of Ciwircagh." 
By Tdord De,puty's warrant, dated 9th June, 1602, pardon was 
granted to " Shane O'Reyley, of Molaqhe " ; " Hugh WFerrall  
O'Reytey of Clonvikmaroqhe  " ; "Ferrall Oge M'Ferrall O'Reylie 



of il~.tlloizr~" The place-names mention in those I ( ' iwts  will be 
crrsily rccognised. " Claghvelle " and its other varied sgelling is 
now Clo~uglzballywhere the old Castle of Mullngh was situated. 
" Greaughn'edaroughe " is now G ' ~ e ~ z g h , ? ~ a d n l ' r c ~ g / ~ ;" Clonvikma 
rorche " is Clonmacmara  and " Ardloho " is Ardloru. " Letrom " 
now L e i t r i m ,  is a townland which, though in Cavan, now belongs 
to the diocese of Meath. 

I t  is evident that the district of Mullagh took its name hom 
the present Hill of Mullagh whicll is situabed about the centre of 
the ancient district and adjacent to O'Reilly Castle. The name 
iMullngh, in the topographical sensc, generally means a hill or em- 
inence, sometimes of considcralAe elevation, it is of very common 
occurrence as a root word in Irish place-name formation. The 
frequent references to Mullagh nmde in the  Annals and elsewhere 
help to fix definitely tlic original name. Th~eO'Rei l ly  Pedigree 
has Mullnclt ; the Annals  of ilrc Four ~ l l a s t e ~ s  (1485 and 1495 A.D) 
have I \ l .d lnch,  and again (1488 A.D.) have ~Vul lach-Lao igh i l land 
also (1485 A.D.) M.~llltrglr,. The 1Gnnts of Eliz., just quoted, 
write it .lIollaclre (1584 A.D.) ; d/loblu.gh (1586 A.D.) ,and Molnghe 
(1602 A.D.) The Act of Settlerneut Grants (1666 A.D.) have 
A.iullrrgh. The lG09 I'lan-tation Map has Molblcch 2nd the Down 
Survey (1654) iMullagh. 'l'he Mrrlltrqh-Laighill (or 1\4ulbnch-Laoig-
hill)  of the annalist,^ is evidently the older name of district and 
flhe name by which it was Itnown locally from very early times. 
The Annalkts also use the form t h e  M.ullnclz showing that the 
Clan Maelmordha were termed " of the Hill " on a,ccount, of 
the proximity of their Castle to it. The name Laoighill appears 
to have been a personal one. In his explanatory notes to  the 
A T L ~ U I X  (Vol. iv . ,  p. 1161) O'1)onovan says :-o,/ th.e Po-UT ~Vcc . s t c~~s  
" This name (Mullach--Laoighill) is still remembered as the an- 
cient Irish appellation of Ihe 11ill a t  the little village of Mullagh i n  
south-east Cavan. I t  is locallg explained as ' hill or summit of 
the bright day,' but we know that Laoighill, now anglicised Lyle, 
was very common as a man's name among the ancient Irish." 
The older form would, therefore, seem to have been heard locally 
by O'Donovan when he visited the district during his topogra 
phical investigations in 1836. The name is still preserved, but 
in a slightly disguised and unintelligible form, in the townland 
of " Mullagh-land." This represents the ancient Mullach-
Laighill. O'Donovan does not seem to have heard this anglicised 
form as it would have certainly aronscd his indignation. 

The O'Reilly Clan gradually lost its independence from the 
roiddle of the sixteenth century. We find in 1565 an order to 
the Privy Council issued from Blynterconaghe (Munterconnacllt) 
ill which is announced :-

Conclusion or order between O'Reilly, Hugh and Edmund 
his sons, and the English Pale. Promising to make restitu- 
tion of the hurts done and also to follow up Cahir O'Reilly. 



Then Iollbws tllc names of the  I~ostagcs and date, J u n e  30th) 
1565. (Culcnda~.of Sta.te Papers, Ireland, 156.5, p. 267.) 

Then follows the  names of the  hostages and date,  J u n e  30tl1, 
(l i t) ,1684, p. 391.) :-

Indenture 28th November, 27 Eliz l~etwc'en Sir John Per-  
rot ,  Lord Deputy General of Ireland and the Council and  Sir 
John O'Rely of the Cavan in Co. Cavan, commonly called 
O'Rely's country. 

O'Rely covenants to surrender in the Court of Chancery 
all the  said country and the  towne called Clanrnahon now the 
Barony of Rathltnavyn; the towne of Castellrayne now the 
Barony of Castellrayne, etc. 

The 13arony of Castlerahan is included in the  general survey of 
confiscated lands in Cavan carried out by Sir John Davys in 1610. 
His reports and correspondence in the Sta te  Papers of this period 
furnish many interesting particulars of the dispossessing of the 
native owners. Yynnar's Survey of Ulster, taken in 1618-9, give8 
the names a s  follows of t h e  servitors who obtained grants in the  
Barony of C,astkerahan') with t h e  name of the  district and the  
number of acres allotted t o  each :-

Sir William Taaffe-1,000 acres called Mul layh;  Sir E d -
mund Fettiplace-1,000 acres culled C n r v y n ;  Lieut.  Roger 
Garth-500 acres called Murmode ; Captain Johu Ridgeway 
-1,000 acres called L o c h  r i a . m m o ~ ;  Sir John Elliott-400 
acres called IMU+L. 

The grant of Mullagh in 1610 to Sir William Taaffe is described 
by Pynnar :-

Sir William Taaffe was the  first patzntee. Sir Thomas 
Ash, Knight, hold'eth 1,000 acres called M d l a c h . .  Upon this 
Proportion there is an  old Cmtle new mended; but  all t he  
Land is now inhabited with Irish. 

This extract sho\vs that  the, old Castle of Mullagh was repaircd 
and taken over by the  servitors a s  a residence. The names of llie 
townlands included in the grant and comprising the  1,000 acrcs 
allotted to Sir William Tsaffe are given as  follows by Hill. 
(Plantat ion o j  Ulster ,  p. 343) : 

C:lo~lghpalleyl)cjic!, our p!11 hlullngh, L i s l~~sse rag l~and 
Leclte, two polls ; Cornaglare, one poll ; Cornaglcigh, two 
polls; IGllchony, one poll; Dromratt ,  one poll; Colltagh, on0 
poll ; Cl~nv ic l tmar~gh ,one poll ; Cashellsilloge and Cirragh- 
gloone, one poll ; Arlogh, two polls; Crossereogl~, one poll ; 

* The details of the grants of the other divjsions, viz-Carvyn, Mur-
mode, and Jjnch Rammor, in the Barony of Castlerahan will be dealt 
with in a later pa.per. 

:Hero seen to be about 65 acres, but see sl~ort Artic10 on '' Old Idand 
Measures in Cavan." 



Iiillaghdough, one poll ;Carnelinch, two polls ;Lurganile, one 
poll; in all 1,000 acres. Hent 8 pounds English. The premises 
are created the manor of 8lullagl: with YW acres in demesne , 

and a court baron. To hold forever as of the Castle of. Dublin 
in common soccage and subject to the conditions of the Plan- 
tation of Ulster. Dated 1610. 

Hill gives the following account of Taafk :-
'I'his undertaker had proved himself a very distinguished 

servitor, although of Irish birth. His family was very an-
cient and of great repute in tile counties of Louth and Sligo. 
Sir William 'l'aafi;, styled of EIarleston, B a l l p o t e  and Bnur- 
more, appears to have rendered signal services to the Crown 
during the war against I-Iugh 0 ' ~ e i l l .  This grant of 1,000 
acres in Cavan was but a slnall part of the reward bestowed 
in raturn by the Crown. I11 1592 Elizabeth granted him es- 
tensive Crown lands in Conliaught without fine ;and James I. 
granted him lands in the counties of Waterford, Cavan, 
Cork, Sligo, Louth, Dublin, Kerry, Longford, Meath, West- 
rneth, Mago, Tipperary and Queen's County. In  his will, 
whicll was made in 1630, 1~ directs that he was to be buried 
at  Ardee where his ancestors lay, and that his son, Sir John 
Taaflfe. should cause a monument, costing 50 pounds, to bo 
erected a t  his grave. .I-Iis son and heir was creat'ed Viscount 
Taaffe. 

Tlie division described as Mtr~koj iin Pynnar's Survey lay to the 
north of Mullagh, and included the district around Cornillrill, Lis- 
lin and Killeter.I'ynnar thus describes the grant :-

400 acres. Sir John Elliott, Kt . ,  holdeth 400 acres called 
Aluclron. Upon this Proportion there is a Bawne of lymo 
and stone 60 feet square, and a small House, all thc land 
being inhabited with Irish. 

The details of the townlands are given by Hill (Pla~ztat ionof 
Z;lstcr, p. 343.) 

Grant to Sr John Elliott, Baron of the Exchequer, Kilcro- 
nehan, four polls, viz-Aghamada, Aghnemona, 34orleag11 
arid Lishlin ; KiHi-lghtcr, Corrwltilly, Clarrowroniclre and 
CIonarney, one poll each in all 400 acres. Rent, 3 pounds 4 
shillings. The premises are created the manor of Kilcrone- 
han with 300 acres in demesne and a Court Baron. To hold 
fuixwr as  of the Castle of Dublin, etc. Dated 8th Nov. 1610. 
The townland names ara a little disguised in the somewhat 

arbitrary spellings of the early st;venteenth century Surveyore, 
hut a rd'erence t o  the I'lantatioll and Doivn Survcy Maps will 
serve to easily identify them. Economy of space debars t h ~  dis-
cussion of their identity here. 

The Plantation in the reign of James I, of England did not 
materially alber the native ownership of tho land. I n  h o s t  cases 



the Undertakers retained the native Irish as tenants. The coming 
of Charles I. to the English throne witnessed a slight relaxation 
of the rigors of the Plantation Code. But duriug the Common- 
wealth and after the Restoration in 1660 the final confiscations 
tooli place. The Act of Settlement Grants give in detail the na- 
tive owners in 1641 with the names of the grantees. The follow- 
ing extract from the Books of Survcy  aiid Distributiofi by thc 
l h c n  Surucy for portion of the " Parish of Killinkeare in tho 
Uarony of Castlerahan " is of importance as " shewing whosc! 
the Forfeitzd Lands w'are in 1641, and to whom now set out b~ 
the Acts of Settlement and Explanation. " 

In the list the names of l'roprietors in 1G41 are a t  head; t l ~ c  
names of the Granteas on the right. I n  the first column the 
uumbers are the references by which the townlands are indicated 
in the Down vurveg. As to the letters, C signifies Termon (or 
Church) land; B, M. and L ,  bog, mountain, and lake, respeo 
tivelg. 



X II I' 
C. 1 Xillinkeam 1'75 0 t 2  

B Two Parcels 31 1 32 unprofitable 
the  same 

1:2 Latroran mor- Church Land belonging to 
g a g e d  to the Bishop of Killmore. 
Burrns Kt. 

C. 
2:B 
1:1 

Of t,he same 
Par t  of Iiillin-

16 
100 

3 
3 

24 
8 

unprofitable 

keare 
C. 2 Rachonaclre 

'3 
0 

Church Land by Lord ' 

C. 3 Roantavan 377 2 32 Lsmbert, ~ n g l i s h '  Protes. 
tant. 

C. 4 Beagh 311 3 24 Glebe Land last in posses 
Of the same 7 0 0 unprofitable sion of Daniel Creno, Prcl 

4:B Of the  same 65 0 16 unprofitable testant BIinister. 

25 Greaghadosen, 
Patrick Brady, Irish Papist. 

T.ord Aii~s~arene b~ Certi- 
Aghaclofin and 915 0 0 ficate 10th J u k ,  1668. Roll 
Greaghlough 7, p. 927. 

L Of the  same 17 0 0 unprofitable 



-4 K P 
26 Slegolly, part 89 3 8 89 3 8 

26 :B Of tha same 163 0 32 163 0 32 
27 
28 
29 

Carricknafeagh 
Corridona 
Inorgorogs 

188 
109 
104 

2 
0 
1 

16 
16 
24 

188 
100 
27 

2 
0 
0 

16 
16 
0 

Lord Alassaren.; by Certi-
ficatc as aboi-e Reprise 

29 :I3 Of the same 1% 2 0 unprofitable 77 1 24 

30 
80 :13 

31 

Togher 
Of the  same 

Drumtanlan 

132 
8 

107 

2 
1 
2 

0 
R 

32 
unprofitable 

132 

107 

2 

2 

0 

32 
Charles Dar-enport by Cer. 
tificatd 1st i\larcl~, 1666. 

31 :I3 Two parcels of 20 32 Roll 4 ,  17. 176. 
t,he same 

Philip Reilly, Irish Papist. 

32 Car) gorrnan 210 2 32 210 2 32 1,.1)avenportCharles Cert. 
33 Fartidreene :3.? 2 0 32 2 0 1st Xarcll. 1666. Roll 4 ,  

33.M Of the same 81 3 2.4 unprofitable p. 176. 

Lawrence Dowdall, Esq., Irish Papist. 

34 Carnelinshe 21'7 1 24 217 1 21 
>I Of the same 28 2 0 unprofitable Cl~arles Davenport b - Cert 
35 Carnegaran 21-C 1 8 2-14 1 8 nt supra 

85 ;\I Of the  sam? 66 2 16 unprofitable 



A R Y  
Of the same 6 2  0 73 1 24 

Abraham Cle- Charles Davenport by Cert 
ments by R. 4, 176. 

36 Trinternagli 150 1 8 Cert. 4 Jan., 177 1 24 
-1666 Roll . l ,  
737 

Lord Massarene by Cert. 

36:B Of the same 51 2 32 10 July, 1668, R. 7, 927. 

Part of Carne- 16 3 8 unprofitable 
garen 

Daniel Clement by Cert. 
7, 927.37 Crosreagh 99 3 21 8G 2 27 '. 10 Jnlp, 1668, 

37 :B Of the same 109 2 0 unprofitable 13 0 27 Lord hlassarene by Reprise 
Cert. 10 July, 1668. 

38 Clowne M'hipr- 
ren 

56 3 24 Lord Alnssnrene by Cert. 
ut supra, Roll 7, 927. 

39 Correrouke 2 3  1 8 

40 Corneglare 130 2 16 James hlortimer by Cert. 

40:B Of the same 77 0 32 21 Sept., 1668, R 1, 604. 



-4 R- P 
Lord Massa-

154 
112 

1 
0 

24 
6 

rene by Cart 
10 July, 1668 

42 1 18 James Rlortimer by 
u t  supra 

Cert.. 

R .  6, 927. 

James Mortimer by Cert. 
21 Sept., 1666, R 1, 604. 

42 Killeater 258 0 32 
-12 B Of the same 21 1 24 unprofitable 62 1 5 James hlortimer by Cert. 

7 July, 1668, R.. 7, 195. 

43 Lislune 139 2 0 

4.7 B Of the same 98 1 24 unprofitable 
143 0 0 James &timer by Cert. 

21 Sept., 1666, R.. 1, 604. 

44 
44 B 

Cornekelly 
Of the same 

182 
454 

3 
1 

8 
8 unprofitable 

143 
39 

0 
3 

0 
8 

James Mortimer by Cert. 
7 July, 1668, R. 7, 195. 

45 Cloghwellv Col Robt. Sanderson by 

4 5  L 
Beg

Of the same 
Cert. 22 June, 1666. 

James hl'ortimer by C'ert. 
7 July, 1668, R. 77, 195. 

James Mortimer, R e ~ r i s e  
bv Cert. 7 July, 1668, R.. 4 ,  
195. 



Col. Robert Sanderson by 
Cert. 22 June,  1666, R. 2, 
146. 3 

47 Leitrim 250 2 16 Col. Robert Sanderson by 
4 7  :B Of t h e  same  6 3 0 unprofitable Cert. 22 June,  1666, R.  2, 

146. 

48 Aghamodoe 120 1 8 Col. Robert Sanderson by 
Cert. dated u t  supra. 

49 Quelcagh and 
Drumrat t  

179 2 32 Lord hlassarene bv Cert. 
10 July,  1666, R..7: 927. 

+ 

E 
50 ~ u r ~ a n v e e l e  128 2 32 
51 

51:B 
51 :M 

Ardlough 
Of t h e  same 
Of the  same 

105 
39 

143 

2 
D 
0 

0 
O 
0 

unprofitable 128 
105 

2 
2 

32 
0 - -

T,~r.d I\rasr;arene by 
u t  supra 

C'ert. 

Mr James Betagh, Irish Papist. 

52 Clovernaleno- 152 3 8 
wrath Col. Robert Sanderson by 

52:M Of the same 196 2 16 unprofitable 261 0 16 C v t .  22 June,  1666, R .  2, 
52 :B Of the  same  108 1 8 146. 
5 2  :L Of t h e  same 21 2 16 



Henry Elliott, Irish Papist. 

53 -4cnamadran -1 I< 1' Col. Sanderson by Cert. 
and Archtkilli- 302 3 8 as above. 
bride 

G B A Great Redd 
Bog of the 1709 1 24 unprofitable 
adjacent, towns 

54 Cloghwellyotra 172 0 32 E ~ r l e  of Fingall, Decreed 
Cloghn-ellyeitra 157 0 0 in Fee, viz., Innownt, 

Roll 3. 

David - Kellett, English Protestant. 
_ .& . f 

tran 
Earl of Fingall, Irish Papist. 

56 Cloghergoole 96 0 0 Earle of Fingall decreed in 
Fee as aobve. 

Glasney Reilly, Irish Papist, 

13 3 18 Col Sanderson by Cert. 22 
J u n e ,  1666, R. 2, 146. 



B Of the same 
-4 
5 

E 
0 

Y 
.O unprofitable 64 0 22 

Lord Massarene, Reprise 
by Cert. 10 July, 1668, R. 
7, 927. 

Philip 0 9 ~ e i l l y ,  Irish Papst. 

1 Cornekelly 84 2 8 profitable 
Disposed of to  Thos. Coote 
Esq., by Cert. 10 May, 
1667, R. 4, 749. 

2 Drumfomeny Alexander Piggott by Cert. 
8 hlay, 1668, R. 7 ,  36. 

2 :B Of the same Plantation Measure F 

Alexander Pigott, as above 
0

* 

9 Crossbane 157 0 16 
R,. 7, 36. 

5 Greaghlogh 136 3 8 
6 Skehard 171 3 24 
7 
8 
9 

Drumsawry 
Corcarnagh 
Carnabest 

9 
73 
75 

3 
0 
2 

8 
n 
0 

To Thos. Coote, Esq., 
Cert. 10 May, 1667. 

by 

9 :B 
10 

Of the  same 
Ankernoght 

8 
159 

1 29 
1 8 

unprofitable Roll 4, p. 749. 

1 0  :B Of the .same 24 3 2 t  nnprofitahl-e 
10:B Of the  same 356 2 32 unprofitable 
11 Lisnehederny 125 3 24 



James Reilly, Irish Papist. 

Thomas O'Gm;en, Irish Papist 
1);sposed of to Loid Mas- 

13  Curraglieakall 409 1 2 1 sarene by Cert. 
1066, R .  7 ,  927. 

10 J u l - ,  

14 
1 4  :B 

Creaghduffe 
Of t h e  s ame  

136 
93 

0 
0 

( I  

0 
Thos Coote, Esq., by Cert 
10 U a y ,  1667, R. 4, 749. 

16 Laragnenure I 1 S 

M ~ g hO'Reilly, Irish Papist. 

17 Billy and liillp- 26'; 0 0 128 1 8 Thus. Coote, a s  above, to 
duffe -""7 0 0 William C o s k .  Esq., by \, 

18 Bourne 124 0 0 Csrt,. 26 June ,  1666, R .  1, 
367. 

19 Druinaderda-

1 9  :I3 

glasse and La- 
t'sster and  Lis- 
cappul 

Cornedon 

1C9 

109 

0 

2 

8 

0 

Thus. Ccote, Esq., Cert. 
10 >la?-, 1667, R. 4 ,  749. 

Ales. Piggott by Cert. B 
N a y ,  1668, R. 7 ,  36. 



-1 R 1' 
21:B Of the same 64 1 24 unprofit'able 

22 Scrackinfert 90 0 16 Thos. Coote, Esq., by Cert 
10 Maj-, 1667, R.  4 749. 

23 
2 3  :A1 

24 

Rillmore 
Of the same 
Downe 

140 
38 

118 

3 
0 
2 

8 
24 
0 

unprofitable 140 
118 

3 
2 

8 
0 

William Cosby, Esq., Cert  
26 June, 1666, R.  1, 367. 



ThIs firlishes the Parish of " Iiillinlreare." The unprofitable 
land was  not included in calculating the acreage allotted to  each 
riew owner. The list was drawn up in connection with the  Down 
Survey. Tho " Boolrs of Survey and Distribution " for the  
County Cavan are to be found in the Y.R.O.,Dublin, and also in 
the  I ib ra ry  of the R.I.A. 

T E A M P U L L  C E A L L A I G H .  

The old Church of T e n w p ~ t l l  Cecrllaiqh appears to have shared 
the trials and vicissitudes of the OIR,eilly Clan. We have already 
seen the  statement in tlic O'Rr!ill!j Pcdi;yrcc tha t  in a dispute be- 
tween rival secLions of thc Clan the c l~urch was burned and inter- 
ments ceasnd for a long timc. This indicates that  the  church 
n-as under the patronage and protection of the  O'Reilly Clan and 
was the burial plncc of it+i mwnbers. The old church, t h e  ruins 
of which stand in t,he c.hnrct~gard, was one of the  old "hospitals"* 
of pre-Reformation days. Those Hospitals or " Hospital 
C'hurches " seem to have served as  I'srish Churches. Cavan had 
44 of them. These Hospitals mere minor religious foundations 
cr~dowerl by t h e  Cl~icftains of the  district with a portion of land 
known RS tcr.mofi h n d  which wns to be free for ever. I t  is not 
possible to fix t81re ernc,t dnte of their 'erection, and t h e  Annals 
qive no in for ma ti or^ concorning t>llem. R u t  these c h ~ ~ r c h e s  were 
i11fer:nr in struCtt1r~ to t l ~ o s r  fo1111d in o t l~e r  parts of the  coun t r ,~ .  
7'liev s5em to I-liivc s c r v d  the pllrpose of Parish Churches until 
the troubles of t l ~ c  16th c ~ n t r ~ r v  h8t?camc, responsible for their sup- 
pression and confiscation. T l ~ p  r e h ~ r n s  of the Parish Churches 
i i ~Countv Monnyh:i11 i? tllc " Tnquisition of TTlster " in 
1591 lnolc exnctlv like tliosp for t,llc Hosnitnls of Chvan. I n  the 
Ti~quisit~ionof lG20 we find that  onlv cightwn churches in the  
Diocese of Kilmore were then used for church services. 

The Church of Tenmpllll C ~ a l l a i g l ~  together with i ts  termon 
I m d s  is included in the tomnla.nd of Rantavnn. 
Tr i s  is confirmed by tlw T)own Survev 41a.n. ~ \ n  Ino~~is i t , ion  t o  
define t,he endowrnwts of the  Termon Inncls in County Cnvrln wns 
held a t  Cnran on 1!%h Sentember. 1590 (22 F,liz. Em-hcowrr. 7 3 7 -

nirisitions No. 3, Puhlic Record Office. T.ublin) 1wfol.e Rdnwrd 
Herbert ,  Sheriff of Cavan. and Rosse Connor of tile Countv of 
C'avan. Tn the lkL (for which T nni inrlel>tcrl tn Father h4eehnn) 
wr find Rnm.fmiil containing 2 polls n., carfrons of vearlv viillrc. 
2 shillings .The cytent of a no11 or cart'ron is here about 12 acres. 
Tn R list of the  " Crown lands and tjithes now on 1ens.e fro.m the 
King of Ireland " in 1606 (Cn l .  of  Stn tc  Pnpors ,  l ~ d n n d ,1606, n.  
-- .. . .....- -

*For n list of the  " Hospitals " of Cavan see'last short Article iq
this Journalt 
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60) we find Fnyfitavin as one of the  Hospitals with termon land 
assigned t,o Sir Garrett Moora. This is obviously R,antavan. 
Among those who gave evidence before the 1590 Inquisition was 
" Owen N'Gerroit O'lieglie, of Wullagh, gent." This is doubt- 
less the Owne M'Gcrald O'Reyle mentioned in the Finn t s  of Eliz. 
of 3.581(nnte cit.) ' The entry in the list of Hospitals in Cavan 
given by Archdall (Mon.. Hib.  Vol. I . ,  p. 72) is similar to, and 
a.pp?ars to  have been copied from the report; of the 1590 Inquisi. 
bon. I t  also reads :-" Ramtavin. two cartrolls of land : annual 
value, 2 shillings." 

The present glebe-land of Rantavin corresponds with the old 
termon land which was attached to the  H o s ~ i t a l  of Teampull 
Ceallaigh. The termon lnnds were confiscated'after the lnq;isi 
tion of 1590, and by 1620 the dissolution appears to have been 
complete. The Plantation Map of 1609 shows most of the Hos. 
vitals in ruins. Other hospitals in the district were-Noybolge, 
Lurgan, and Rahawna (Raffony.) 

The Paten t  and Closs Rolls of 1626 describe the grants to John 
Gowan. Vicar of Mullagh. 

To John Gowan, Rector or Vicar of the Parish of Mullagh, 
otherwise Killynlteare is assigned the lands of Vehagh, other- 
wise Breaghbane and Rresghreagh, two poles in or near the 
proportion of Carrignavea~h in the Barony of Castleraghan.* 

In the A c t  o f  S e t t l s m r n t  Grrrffts of 1669 me find that  Rev. 
Patrick nfauwellt held the rectory of Mullagh. H e  is described 
a. " Inc~~rnben tof Mullagh, the impropriate tythe of the parish 
of M u l l a ~ h ,  also Killinkere, Ballvclanephillip and Templecally 
for ever This shows that Rev. Patrick Maxwell was in posses. 
sion of impropriate  tithes of several benefices. Such tithes were 
those held by religious houses in proprios usus. They might 
collect them themselves, hut they often let them out in farm to 
anyone who would pay a fixed amount and recover what h e  could 
from the parishioners. These impropriate tithes were confiscated 
to  the Crown a t  the suppression, and were leased, sold, or 
granted, like the  monasteries. 

These Hospitals appear to have been parish churches with 
the termon lands as  their endowments The origin of the term 
Hospital as applied to  those churches is not apparent. Some of 
thesh churchw map have been served by Friars, one of whom, 
p ~ r h a n s ,  taught and practised medicine Those communities 
exercised the callin? of phvsicinns. and from the numerous re-
farences in MSS prcservd in C:ont,inent:rl lihrnries it is seen that 
the earlv monks were diligent s t u d ~ n t s  of medicine. As earlv as 
the 6th century the Irish missionaries had established institutionp 

"on the Continent known as  " hospitrrlia s ~ o t o r ~ i m  which, having 

Morrin's Cnlendnr of  P n f m t  nntl CIow Rol19, 1626, p. 188. 
t Sce Mnson's " Parorhinl Recorcl," Vol. I p. 147 for mention of 

other rectors of this Parish. 



fallen into dccay, were restored by order of the Counc~l of Menux, 
A.D., 845. However, " hospitalia scotorum." sorneti~rics termed 
d c m u s  h o s p i t a l i s  and liospiturn, w o l s  dus~gnuhoris sorn+tiiiies 
applied to l~ospices or houses of refuge for Irish, and other, pll- 
grilns on the Continent. Hospitals, as nt prcserit ~~nclcrstood, 
ez.~sted in  thes? 'early n~onastrries, but Ihej? ~ o r c  culled 
in/ivrnitoria. Various Decrees were promulgated from the 12th 
to the 14th century forbidili~~g I'riests and Alonlis to practisc 
medicine; e.g., Pope 13onlface VI. a t  the cnd of the 13th cen- 
tury and Clement V. a t  Avignon, early in the  14th century, issuoed 
such. From that t m e  t l ~ c  prncticc of medic~ne by the Monks 
ceased, but the tern1 Hospital continued to be applied to t>heir 
cburches even when they became mere parish c l~urcl~es .  The 
fact of their being afterwards called Hospitals might indced llava 
been a device of the subtlety of the lawyers in order to bring thcni 
within the scope of the Act of Suppression of Henry VIII .  and so 
t9 compass their confiscat~on. 

We can now summilrise our mformation concerning the old 
church of T e n n ~ p u l lCcal lu igh  (locally known as X c l l y ' s  ( 'hwch ) 
I t s  foundation was consequent to the rise of the powerhl O'Rmei1ly 
('lan who endowed and protected it from about the time of the 
Norman invasion in the 12th century until the dissolution of the 
nlonastic foundations a t  the close of the 16th century. The pass- 
ing away of the O'Reillj Clan from its state of lordship over 
Southern Breiffni witnessed the decline and decay of the Church 
of Teampull Ceallaigh. I n  1G20 it does not seem t o  have been 
used for religious services, as it 1s not m*entioned in the Inquisi- 
tion of that year as being among the churches then in use The 
passage quoted above from the O'Reilly Pfidi!jree shows that the 
churchyard was used for interments a t  least in the  15th century, 
so we can easily understand its great age and pre-Reformation 
importance. The church was burned during a feud between rival 
sections of the O'Reilly Clan. This indicates that the, local Clai. 
were its patrons and protectors. We are also told that interments 
ceased in the churchyard " for a long time." Doubtless the old 
church was repaired afterwards and ser~ecl a s  the  parish cl~urch 
until the beginning of the 17th century. I t  is interesting to note 
that it is called Templepnlly in tlie Act of Settlement Grants of 
1669. The old church, new in ruins in the churchyard, is a 
typical pre-Reformation structure, small in size and devoid of 
ornamentation I t  measures nhout 30 fset long by 21 feet wide, 
and has n few plain windows. The workmanship is of the plainest 
t ~ p eand shows that it dates from about the 16th century. A 
local tradition has it that in post-Reformation times it was used 
for Protestant services. If so, tlie building may hare been kept 
in repair down to comparatively modern times. The present 
Yroteshant, Church of Mullagh stands adjacent to the old church- 
yard which has been extended around it. I t  was erected in 1819 



a t  an expense of 6 1 ; 1 0 7 ,  a loan from the Board of First Fruits. 
'I'he Glebe-house was built in 1822 by a loan from the same 
Hoard.* 

The name Tearnpu l l  Cea l la i yh ,  which signifies the Church of 
S t .  Ccnlluclz, suggests a t  once the name of its patron. O'Donovan 
refers tot  a St.  Icellachan whose festival was observed in the 
autumn, but says that  the precise day is not remembered locally. 
H e  then suggests a St .  Ccc~ l lu~ l r . .l'llis is.obviously correct and 
can be i~iferred from the name Tccrrr~.pull C d b n i ! j J ~  as written in' 
th* !j'Rciily Ped ipee  (loc. cit.) However, O'Donovan does not 
give tll!: dnle of the pattarn. The feast clay of St.  Ceallugll is men- 

'' tioned in Lhe Feliro of i l o n g i t s  under Oct. 7th. This St. Ceallach 
seems t o  be the patron of thc ancicnt churcll. However, as 
many Saint Ceallwhs are known to  our lrish hagiologists, it is 
not easy to distinguish betweem then^. For esample, a St.  Ceal. 
iach of IGlla,la is comn~en~ol~atcd on the 1st May and another St .  
Ceallach on the 2nd Junc.  J3ut in the present case S t .  Ceallach, 
Abbot of Ceanannus or Kells, appears to be the patron. The 
Af inu l s  of U l s t e r  record A.D., 813 :-

Cellach, abbot of l a  [Ion:~],  t,lw building of tlle Church of 
Cenannas being finished resigned the abbacy. The same A n n a l s  
rccorcl his death B.U., 814, when lle is called " Cellach, son of 
Congal, Abbot of Ia ."  We rmy t l ~ e n  accept, t'mtatively, Ceal: 
lach, whose fea.st-day occurs or1 Ootobc!r 7th, as the patron of the 
Cl~urcli, whose. memory is perpetuated in thc churchyard of 
Teampull Ceullaigll. It is easily seen that his name would be 
anglicised " Kelly. " 

According to local tradition t l ~ e  patron of the Parish fs St.  
Iiilian, the martyr of Franconia in Germany, whose feast day 
occurs on July 8. His Holy Well is in the townland of Cloughbally- 
l e g  Ha  was martyred A.D. 688, with his companions, St.  Col- 
nlan and S t .  Totnan, and his relics are still pre~erved in a magni- 
ficent s i lwr  shrint: u ~ ~ d e r  t l l ~High Altar of Wurtzburg cathedral. 
'l~liroughout Germany, and especially in Franconia, there are 
many cliurches dedicated to  St .  Tiilian, and his feast day is cele- 
1)rate.l every year wit11 elaborate ceremony ] An ancierit i l l ~ ~ m i n -  
r~ted copy in Irish handwriting of the Latin GosepIs belonging 
to St .  KiIian, and traditionally believed to have been stained with 
his blood, is now preserved in th-3 Library of the University of 
Wurtaburg. I n  Italy also his name is venerated. The present , 

writer has seen a hancisorne statue of the martyr, sculptured by 
an eminent Italian artist, occupying a prominent position in the 

* Lewis' " Topogr,zphicnl Dictionary o f  Ireland " (Vol. ii., p. 409.) 

t " Ordnance Survey Letters," Cavan, p. 64. 

+Vide OIHanlon, "Lives  of the Irish Saints," Vol. VII., July 8 ;" h i c t .  Nat. Biog." S .  V. Cilia*; " Girth. Encyclopaedia," S V Hiliau. 



great Cathedral of Milan. His festival is universally observed on 
July  8th. 

Although many ancient Lives of St .  Kilim are esltrnL, some of 
them written a t  a period not long after his death, we arc not told 
in any of them where he was born or educated. Even tbe date 
of his birth is not mentioned, but it was probably about the yew 
640. B u t  he is traditionally connected with tlie Parish of 
Alullagh, and his festival is observed on July 8th. Although 
no mention is made of Mullagh, or indeed of any otlier place in 
lreland, in the Lives of St.  Kilian, yet the local tradition is liere 
quite distinct and must be recognised. Thle well-known Irish 
poet, John Keegan Casey, conlposed a very beautiful poem deal- 
ing with Xilian, his connection with the Mullagh district, axid 
his life and missionary labours. It was publish9ed* in 1866. Horn 
SL. Kilian spent his infancy in the district of Mullagh is thus 
c?c scribed :-

Nursed beneath an  Irish mountain by a n  Irish mother's hand 
Where the mild Borora whispe~s  to the meadows of the  land, 
Taught the music of the harper and the anthems of the blest, 
Kilian grew as grows the ash-tree by the  ruins of the  west. 

Winter stars that  light in splendour Eire's calm and solemn 
sky,

Might have borrowed their chaste brightness from tlie glcnm. 
ing of his eye, 

The young lily bending lowly when the dew is in the air, 
Was a type of his meek spirit when liis young lips moved in 

prayer. 

Showing how the Saint passed from Iona (where sonlc writers 
state that  he ruled as Abbot for a time) to  Gaul on his mission, 
Ca.sey writes :-

Did he think of lordly Mullagh, or Borora's brown-eyed stream, 
Of the bright days of his childhood and his country's sunny 

gleam ? 
NO, he saw but fair Pranconia, with its s k i ~ s  of tesselled blue, 
And the crown, a palm, his bosom was ayearning cver to. 

The d e p a r t u r ~  of S t .  Kilian and his conipanions from Ireland 
toolc place about the Fear 686. They sailed for the shores of 
France, and on landing, proceeded towards Franconia and reach- 
ed the present site of the city of Wurtzburg. This fine city is 
now the capital of Franconia and is situated on the River Main. 

" " A wrcath of Shnn~~~~c l i f i :  by Joh11Dnllncls, Songs i ~ n dIIC~C'II~S," 
K. Casey, pp. 116 t o  131. For an account of the poet see article towards 
the end of this Journal. 



When the Saint reached the plaoe it was tllen only a small village 
with a, castle in which lived the then ruler of Wurtzburg, a noble- 
man na.tned Prince Gosbert. Tliis nob!ernarl was ooliverbad to 
('11ristianit.y by the Saint. However, the consort of Prince Gos- 
Lert, Gcilana by name, came into contlict with St.  Kilian a i d ,  in 
tl,e absence of the l'rincc, plalrncd his as:;assillat'oli. Having 

offcund assassins to  esscute 1:cr scheme, the ~ ~ ~ a r t y r d o n l  St.  
I~ilinn and his conlpaliions was aaccoinplislled on the 8 t h  July, 
A .D ., 66'8 

In  the poem Casey shows how the Saint was martyred a t  t l ~ e  
i~stigat:on of Geilana :--

'Twas the midnight hour that found tlicpi lrneeling a t  the sacred 
shrine, 

Iiilian and his companions hallowed with the. light divine, 
Wandered back his memory's pulses to the loliely Breffni glen, 
And the mountains and the river he was ne'er to see again. 

Fluttered past him in the darkness with the gold-encrested head, 
The sweet bird whose dulcet music ever charmed his nightly bed, 
'Twas the signal that the hour of his uoyhood's dream was nigh, 
When his head would wear the nimbus of the martyred ones on 

high. 

Hush I to-night we break for ever through the dark earth's chilly 
bars ; 

Make you ready, for the Angels trace a pathwav through the 
stars. 

Shone a bright gleam in the darkness and a rrd assassin's Land 
Pierced the pure breasts of St .  Kilian and the chosen of his band. 

About the year 752 by order of Pope Zachary the remains of 
the Martyrs were translated to a shrine a t  Mount Saint Mary, 
near Wurtzburg. When the present Catherlra.1 of Wurtzburg 
was erected, a shrine was prepared within its walls for the recep- 
tion of the Martyr's remains where they are stiH the object of 
special veneration, and visited by thousands of pilgrims every 
year. 

The traditional connection of St .  Kilian with the Parish of Mul- 
lagh has be:n maintained unbroken down the centuries. Tradi-
tional information, handed down from time immemorial, even 
though uncorroborated by literary proof, is p ~ i m nfacie  eviderce 
of the facts to which it bears testimony, and is sufficient to jus- 
tify belief in thle absence of other proof or contradiction. Accord- 
ing to the Irish Calendars there have been many saints bearing 
the name Killin, or Cillin, many undistinguished by Pedigree 
e len  when t,he names of their places are mentioned. I t  is very 
difficult to decide among those Killins (e.g., a St. Cillin of Tehal- 



Ian, Go. hlonaghitn, is 11oLei1 oil h l q  27 ill  Lhe Galcdars)  and in 
11:ost cases one has to rely on local tradition. Canon O'Hanlon* 
\vllile noting that St .  Kilian, tho Apostle of Franconia, is tradi- 
bionally connected with Mullagh, is inclin8ed to believe that St .  
Cttillin of Yenagh, Co. Leitrim, (already 1nentioned)'whose feast 
day occu~,s or1 Nov. 13, is intended. However, this is merely 
conjectr~re. No refere11c.e to Mullagh can be found in the 
I;ool; vf 1<'ec.rc~ol!,u work which records minutely this Saint's life. 

Wc have now to distinguislr between S t .  Ceallacll, patron of 
l ' l ~ c .ancient church, and St,. Kilian, patron of tlie parish and also 
of the holy well. We son~ctimes find a distinction between the  
patxon of tl~la church and the patron of the parish. Usually the  
s :me is taken for both church imd parish; yet, as  is most likely 
in the present case, it is quite possiblc that  a later religious fonn- 
(hition rrmy l ~ a v e  been dedicnl'd t,o a saint other than Ihe already 
rtcognised patron of thc pnris11. This would be in deference t o  
Ll~c\visl~esof t l ~ c  founder, or tlt:lt~poral guardian, of the church, 
especially when the foundation of the ahurc11 would be oE a later 
~xr iod  tlran the patron of the ptirisl~ already ;~cccpbacl. Of course 
wheu t , l~e patron 01 the parish was t,l~e actual founder of the 
:,burclr Ire would be fairly sure to be t a l t e ~  a s  patron of both. We 
may then conclude that wide St .  Kilian is tho traditionally ac-
cqter l  p:~t,ron of the parish and holy well, St .  Ceallach is the  pat- 
I , I ~01 t h l ~  ancient church. T l ~ e  nanii! Ccudlniylt (genitive form of 
('ca!la.;..I;) id pronounced almosl likc " Kelly," so that  it is some- 
tilllcs lc>~:c.rdi~; assumed t l ~ n t  tlli: n ; m c  is nlodern. Further, some old 
people ~llaintain that during lllc Jknal times a Franciscan Friar 
1:arned Kelly used to cclebrntc. Mnw i r i  :1 hut  alongside i\lcrIlag11 
Lake. H e  is said to  have belonged to R.affony. This local tra- 
tlitiou is quite g~oundless and appears to have been i n ~ e n t e d  t o  
explain thc liarlie. The narnr? Tonw~.pull .Gcnllaigh. is much older 
fllan thc l ' ~ t 1 1  times and can I)c traced back to a t  least the  fii-
Iwnth cant,ury. The corrcct translation of t,he nnine would l ~ e  
"Ceallac11's Churcl~" (Ceallacl~ is pronounced Xellach.) Regarding 
Sl,. Kilinn, and the question as .to w l ~ i c l ~of the many saints bear- 
in,n the namc can claim to be piitron of the parish, the only guide 
dkcover:~l~lris tradition and tl~cfurther elucidation of the pro- 
I)len~must be left to  the researches of the Hagiologists. 

Man,y ancient tombs of the Clan families of Southern Hreffni, 
v.g-tlre IlacCabes, O'xeillys, O'Fnrrellys, MacGowans (or 
Smiths) ~ n d  ohhers, a.rc to be found in thc  graveyard of 'I'eampull 
('eallaigh. One tjonihstone beaw the inscription :-

PRAY FOR T H E  SOVL O F  
PHni O'REILLY W H O  D I E D  T H E  

F I R S T  O F  F E B E R V A R Y  
1683. 

* Tives of t h o  Irish Saints," Vol. 171. p. 125." 



Some modern family tolubs :urc also i o  bc doell. Il'lie .Doughty 
tomb with Coat of hrrns 1x1s tlhe rno t t ,~ ,  " I ' i ~ l m ~11011 siue pul-
bere " (" The palm is not won witliout cft'ort." After Horace, 
Gpistlsa, i., I.,51.) An Og11:tln inwribcd stollSa wliicll stands 
in the churchyard is ckscribctl elscwl~ere in Chis Jotrmll. 

I n  the list of grants to  "lrisll ~lntlvc.;" in 1610 (Ifill's A-'la~tl(l-
t i w  of U l s t e ~ ,p. 343), we find that  Philip RL'LSrien M'Hugil 
O'Reily was given the following t o n ~ ~ l a i i d s  :-

NATIVE O W N E R S  IN S E V E N T E E N T H  C E N T U R Y .  
Ebnrne, the  gallons of 1)rumrat nut1 ('renghc!tigh; t'ros 
h n ~ ~ e ,Lysneliederny, Anaglichull~et a l ~ d  l ) r u n ~ h w r y ,  onc 
poll ~tich,in all 300 awes. Rent,  E3 4:: Od. 

The Boolis of Survey aml U i s L r ~ l ~ u l i o ~ ~  allcad? cluo~ed give u s  
the owners in 1041. 

The Hetirlh Money Holls 01 1664 101 Lire Couilt,~ of CRVW 
(Rez;~?r:is fir'acl~cqzier,G o z c ~ r lCollectior~.,I'.R..O., Ihbl in)  con-
tairis a list c\i  the  householders in the several parishes grouped in 
the  order of their respec.live townlands. J L  was vnacted in tLc 
reign of C'iiarles 11. of Englaud that ho~~seJiolclers sl~ould pay a 
t n s  of t w ~  Auellillings pcr anlluul iur every 11earLl1 in their 11orilc~. 
elltry of hoi1g~h01ders liable for b r  was talien untitllecl :--

2\11 Llie houscs in the Parish of Killinkere are returned as pos- 
S E P S ~ I I ~one I~earClt CLICII. The (listrich of i\Iullagh is included in 

, the  Parish of Killinlieare. The spelling of the  farnjiy nnmes is 
srml:~timrs curious, 1)ut nevertheless interesting ; no doubt the 
m m e s  arc written a s  prono~rliad a t  the time. Thc following i s  
t.!ie list of housel~ioldersin 1664, all of whom possessed one 
I l t~~rLh:-



147. 

KILLINKEARE PARISH.  

let run^ ] < ( I \ \  art1 l'lunlrett~, Coilor (L'oarte, ~Jollli I\l'Alca, and 
('Iirislopller l ' lulll~~alt. 

Agl~al~en~addae-(;ilbc~;tNlippc;i~tl, X icliolus i\;cal,y, I'hillip 
l%r~d l ,y ,  ; ~ n d  Sllanc licllj.. 

1l lagl1clis1y n - l i l i  1 1  i s I Owcii l<ully,
Juhu I)utlic, k1~1gl1l ( . d y ,  anti I'atriako Cle1.y. 

I<il leter-Jari~cs C,'oni~ige, Juiiies P'1lutltl~-, Cll~arles Cnrulitn, 
Jolui C'oningt-:, ( lalo ;\lZl\l i~l1011, Chios M' Eltlr~ffe. 

Cl@hballyotragh John I;iarrc..lly, Uugll .L~farrelly, l'atrialiu 
Clery, Oonor l~E:~r~.c.ll\;, hand .IAanlilynIlinc,y. 

Cltighbillfy Iteragh-Miler li,t:llp, L)aniell I l~licy.  
CIoghballebq-l'a i.~iakc! Cloliiilgc,, Xeak  1:'fos. 
Conleglare-HII~II Urtitl~., L'l~illip C'oilillg:.c, .ICthr~ond l<c~~iman ,  

xntl l'llillil) 811i11\\.1~:. 

C r ~ ~ ~ l ~ i i n ~ ~ - l ~ ~ ~ L r i c l < e'l'~iiiiieI1, L < I ~ : I I Ihl'I~~ilt8irt!,Iirit111 'l'11nel1, 
Jolm Cawly, 3 1 ~ 1 1 ~ 1 s  'L'l~rlc!ll, 1;i,ia11 Gow;lri, Jolrn 
C;owen aud l'llillip Colliil. 

Greilgh Glagh-'l'irlagll ( ;o\va~.~,  Nic:lioli~s J3r.:-~tly, I'atl+icilic 
13rady, J o h i  .I3rndg, Tlrolrias Bracly, : m J  811:11ic 
Eratly. 

. L,enenawragh-l'liillip I ' i ~ sC'orringc, Xia110li~~ 
Coninge. 

FIinternagh-La,u~li\;ri 13r;ttl\;, 'I'irliigl~ 1hn;:lly. S1li l .1~I \ I : i g t > c  
and .Fi'arvnll B'Se1ia1l.y. 

Cornrgarrow-l+~tliiioi~d 0 l l~~ i i i ) iu l ,  ( ' :~ j i i c  all11 ltogc!r !Ctl~~lontl 
(.'011ally, 

Cari~clency-Hug11 Clc~,y ,  ( ' I ) I I C : O I I I L ~ ~ I ~  S11l;tg.-( ' I c I , ~ .( 'o~.l~ll~c*Iio 
0 a~i t lI ' l ~ i l i ~ p('lcs,v.lit111,( ' O I I O I Q  Clcjr~., I.'~~ikick 

Aghaneclefine-1311q11 (Ilcry, I-lugll l'illc> . \Villi:~li~ .L~JI(:\., 
13rii111('Ie~sy, Calf! (;]cry : ~ r i ( i  l'hillil) ( ' k > r > .  

El~velgarooge-ll'l'arrnll liell>r, 'llii~l;~glr 13t:II~- and l\fil(,s Ilc'll\;. 
& I Y C O ~ I ~ I ~ ~ - ~ ~ C D ~ > -CiL~llC,( ' ~ ~ I I I I I C ~ C(h)lle, l 'a~h~iakc 1%irl'P, 

Calc l)igonnii, :m1 I lug11 I lmnn.  
Cariclcenel~agh and Beagh-,\lo~.sis Closliic :uid lI:i.i:l~i 11t~l1~ . 
Cornegleagh-l?fal.l.cll l~l 'os,i ~ r ~ c lWilliam 1 % ~ .  
Cloghergoole-H up11 I ~ c ~ l l y:~ntl('onor Il'i'oril l y.  
Culkeagh-Nat.lic:w Oo\van, ('olios ltclly, 1111g-11 I h n : ~ l ~ y ,  I - I I I ~ I  

James Gowan. 
Ravanagh-Phillip Gowan. 
Downe-Erlniontl Ci owen nncl (hhel l  Rcll~l .  
Anagharnett-Dnni!ill Drum,  P~:tri(~,lic: G O I V ~ I :501~11Gow1111, 

Cnire Cnbc and l3rlnionrl Go~vcn.  
Uurnue-Owen I h l y ,  Charles Relly, John Caffry, nncl Shrine. 

Brian.  
Killinkeare-l'nt,riclic (:o\\:cn. Nicholas 0 H r r y ,  John Gowen! 

and Patriclre Gowen. 



Cargaghessel--Thomas C) Gowen, l'atriclre Plunliett, Patricke 
Gowen, Jarnes Cabe, Hugh Gowen, and Ffarrall 
Managhan. 

Liscapple-Owen Gowen, ancl l'homas Lincy. 
Rantavan-James Helly, John Cartrume, A4atl~ew Gowen, 

Patricke Gowen, Ffaurall Clerg, Tliomas Gowen and 
Patriclre 0 Gowen. 

Dromallett--John Relly, Phillip Helly, and Edmond AI'Neboy. 
Greaghdossan-John Gowen. 

* *
Total-123 llou~es-gxii ; vi .  

i b  * *. t L 

* * e n * 
 And t~ccorclinge to tlic Act of Parlia-
ment wee doo send the said Itolls .i.o be delivered into 11ia 
Mats. Court of Exchequer dated a t  Cn\:nl~ Lho 28111 day of 
May, 1664. 

Tlio. \Vl~xt't?LSeul.j 
William hloore [Sed .  
Hum.  Yerrott [Seal. 1 

This list indicates the location of .Lhc prihcil):~l fairlilies in 
the district of Mullagh in 1664. The surname.; llarc sligl~tly 
changed in many cas?s since th-en. There are several W H ~ S  in 
which the change has bee11 effected, viz-Accon~i~iotlatio~i of the 
Irish pronounciation to  the English, c.g., Raighilligl~ through 
Rclly or Rely t o  lleilly; Translation likc Gowen into Smith. Therc 
aro otlier processes, e.g., Substitutior?., t he  law oE wl1ic11 is noli 
easy to  determine. I n  the above lists we find, for example, Conin , 

or Coninge which is now O'Connell or Connell. This may be a 
case of Substitution or, pcrhaps, a n  interchanging o f  tho liquid 
corlscn:lnt.; 1 and 11 whic11 s o ~ u e t i l ~ ~ e s  occurs. This pe5:uliaritg is 
not cocfiucd to the 13arony of Cast1cr:than. I n  the  A ) L ) L ( I ~ Si~ndt\r  
1422, containing an mumeration of the tithe rights of I(i1inore 
I'arish, one of our members, Mr R .  V. Wnllrcr, B.A., fin& " the 
poll called MacConyn's poll." In  the almvc? list we find Lincv, 
which is the  Gaelic (spoken) form of Lynch. Clery is thc Gaelic 
(spoken) form of Clarke. The Chris1ia11 names are also worth 
observing, e .g . ,  Cale is the spoltsn form of ( lat l~sil .  This has 
become Charles by anglicisation nlid substitution. The Ilearth 
Roll list can hardly be an exhaustive one, and it. may be assumed 
that  many people preferred to live \vitliout n permanent hearth 

' to escape the tax. The non-payment of the tax mag have l~een  
also achieved by many a t  the time 1)y resistance or evasion or 
hoth. The lists for the other parishes in the Baro11.y of Castle- 
rahan will be dealt with later. -

SOME MULLAGH AUTHORS. 

dlmuaList and ~ ~ o ~ e l i s l . ,I-Icu..i. lirooltr, tlics wc*ll-lrno\~l~ w;w 
a native of this district. He \\.as boru a t  Rantaran House about 



the year 1703, and  was son of Rev. William Brooke, then Rector 
of I<illinliere. His curly ducti t ion wax received a t  the  hands of 
1 ) ~ .'l'11o111:tsSheridan, wllo 1.csic1cd a t  Qr~ilca House,  and he en- 
t c~ tc lTrinity College, Dublin, in 1720. He :~.fterwards studied 
Taw in London w11el.e he wrote a 11um11er of poems and tragedies, 
and I)ecame t'llc chose11 friend of Pope uncl lv t t l e ton .  H e  return- 
cd to Ireland nnd war; olle of the founders of the  I;"reen~cin's 
Jo~rrnrtl in 1763. H i s  best, Itnow novel, l'lre Pool. of Quuli ty ,  
j)~~l)lishedin 1765, was g r e d y  admired 11y John Wesley and, mas 
rt;publisl~etli r i  1859 l)y I h v .  U.  Kingsley. H e  \vrot,c! a tragedy 
(;crsfnvcrs I'osn, thc i t p r r s e ~ ~ t a t i o n  of wllic11 was prohibited 

ofb j  the G o v c r ~ ~ m e n t  the time. Hc :dso published several 
poems m ~ t l  corliedies and an  opera of great power, J o c k  the G i a d  
Qucllet*, w l k h  displajs in its arguments ns well as in its poetry 
'l31,ooke's rci~lnrliable g e n i ~ ~ s .  His  political pamphlets were very 
numerous and arc  in tlle s t y k  of Swift's Drapier L~t tc1 .s .  
Brooli.tt was a, close friend of Swift 11-1.10 was living a t  Quilcn dur -
ing tlic same> period. The latter in his voluminous correspon-
dence from Quilca mnltes frequent references to his v ix i t~  to the  
home of the  Rrookes a t  Rautavan. Local tradition has it that  
Eroolre's mother was matchless at  repa,rtee. A meeting between 
her and Swift was an encounter of wits, and the Dean for all hi8 
ak~ility al.n.a?;s cnmc off second best. This, for him, mas tlie great 
nftra.c?tion a t  Ran tawn .  Brooke dicd in Dublin on October 10th. 
1783. His daugl~tcr ,  ('llnvlntte Tl~~oolie. an  nccomplished lls?~~sclf 
writcr, pl~ldished his hiograpl~y in 1792. 

Among the  poets and harpists of tho eighteenth century the  
nnlne of Charlcs MncCab'e taliw an llo~~ourcclplace. H e  was 
horn a t  Mullngl~ during t l ~ c  last c-ju:u.t.r of the  sevedeenth  cen-
tury and WRS R close personal friend of ';he distinguished harper, 
Turlogh O'Carolan " t,he last  of the  1)ards." Some of the  com- 
~.osItions of i\lacCab's,, including his Innlent* over O'Caro!anls 
grave, reflect rtal genius. I-Tarcliman mritcs :-" Having obtain- 
e l  a license t,o teach n s  n ' Popish Scl~oolmaster, '  he earned a 
scentp subsistence in his old m e ,  and. finallv died in want."  The 
yema of hi3 dent11 is given :IS 1739. H? is locally ~-en~en~bei,ecl  as 
the " poet i\facCxbe." 

Feardorcha O'Farrellv. of Ptlullagh, was a contemporary of 
3IacCobe and was t l ~ r  a ~ ~ t l l n rof several pocms and. songs. H e  
died ahout 1736. 

John,  son of Pllilip O'Farrclly, of Mullagh, is stated to  have - Iseen tlie author of a ~ a l u a b l e  work, Scrrnc1~n.s nn dn  Blzreifne, 
ar Hisfor?/ o f  fhc f11.o R /~r , l / ? l rp ,which his wife in a fit of jea-

" Harclinlnn. " Irish ? c T i ~ i s t ~ ~ l s v . "p,, 94 a n d  96; also Isii, and  132. 
O'Reillg, ' (  Irish Writers," p. CC sxw. 



ECCLESIASTICAL H I S T O R Y  OF M U L L A G H .  

There is very little kno\vn with certainty regarding the  ecclc- 
siastical history of the Parish of Mullagli prior to t l ~ e  Reform:l- 
tion except what we  have gleaned rcgariling tllc fortunes and 
~ i c i s s i t u d e ~of the Church 01 l.'eampull Ceallaigh. This scrved 
as the Parish Church from, a t  least, the risc of tlic Oltei l ly Cla11 
i l l  t he  10th until the confisc:ltinns : ~ tt l ~ cpncl of the  llitli centur\-. 
After the  confiscation of 'l'ennipull Ceallaigli, whic\i took place 
fii'ter the Inquisition of 1500 (loc. cit.) and during the  Penal times 
I\-hich followed no c h ~ ~ r c l ~osistcil. According to locnl traditio~l n 
si-,:!all chap~el was erectctl 1xtc.i- on-probably dul.ing tlic period of 
krnporary toleration in the  latter half of the  17th ce.ntury-in the  
townland of Rsntavnn, opposite t h e  ruins of Rantavan nouse,  
i-i.12 homc of the Brooltes. According to the. same a.uthority the  
chapel was burned down one Sunday morning dnring thc  I'cnal 
times and the  people slain or burned. A I~olyma.ter st,oup which 
was used in this chnpcl, is still preserved in a neighbouring. farin 
house. A graveyard exiskeil about this c:l:npel. but this l ~ n s  dis- 
appeared within living memory; it was rooix11. tip and the  clay 
spread over the  adjoining meadows. Quite recently human 
hones were unearthed in the field abo~ i t  tllc. tl'acli nf this cllnnel 
and people st,ill living remember seeing Iiumnn l)ones st:!clred 
around a large t w e  close by when the revdting work of disinter 
r i n ~them was in progress. E r c n  t,hc rude tombstonca werc cnr- 
ried away to serve. other purposes; ~ o m cof tliCcin :trc still pre- 
served in the  neighbourhootl. Tho sitc of fliis c h ~ l r c ~ l i ~ n r d  can 
still he  reco-rrnihed by the  rich vcrdure of tlic grcen swnrd. 

At the  relaration of the Penal Laws, towards tll? cntl of .the 
18th centnrv, a sm~11thatchcd chanel nrns built in tlic townland 
of Corn,zlr;ll. This served as n Parish Cliurrh until the erection 
of the  nresenf; P:wisll Chnrch of St. Kilinn'r-an e s a n ~ d cnf the 
l i ~ a l ~ t i f u lmcr?iw.c,nl stvlc of Cotliic arcl1;tcctul.o. Tts foun,lntjon 

on T:evy I?IY. hintthen-skone .cv~s I R : ~June 26L!i, 1357. T ~ Y  
MacQunirJ, P.P., V.P., deltyntrcl hy Dr. l<ro\\-nc, llisliop of Kil- 
more, oficinted or! f,he occns;on. 

In  Caseg's poem, a,lread,v roferrcd to, the [)ocL, baclt from " t he  
rr~ysticGerman lancl " mh(w h r  pilgrim rends Kilinn ' s  history 
" in Cathedrals tall and rr;rricl." and " 11orne nznin in Noble 
P,~*effni," wppos'es liimsclf standing on " Mullaqli mountain," 
i ~ n don weing this church nnd hraring the  " calm nncl silvery 



strain " of " t h e  bell's celestial tongue," he, in surprise and de-
light, inquires :-" I s  thnL \ lr~irtzl>~irg 'ssl~iniilg tonper 1' J )O I 
stand on Celtic soil ? "  

H e  is assured :-

" Yonder Cl~urcli was built, good minstrel, by the lowly sons 
of toil; 

I 1 
1was the Mullagh's peasant's sinew raised on lligll 111:tt Iwau-
teoucl pile, 

?'hat tlit.: briglit ryes of St. ICilian on his I~orne iiligl~t 
smile." 

The poet, in praying his blwssing on t l ~ e m .  :znslvers :-

" Clod be Il~anlred, tlie 1 ~ x 1 , ~old race, 
I n  tlie pathway of their h t l ~ e r s  Iiolcl the  same unchanging place : 

Here Sf Kilinn's Inrnlorj- dwel l t~ t l~  ~ y e ( l141,b? liororn's 1m~-11 
A s  i f  foreign banner never floated oil t119 Irish llill." 

We  have already noted a Irxliiion that  after the l)urning of t l ~ c  
Chapel a t  Itantavan and prior t,o tlls crectioii of the chapel at  
Corrialrill a Friar named Kelly, said to  linve 1)elcnged to Ra, f fon~ 
used to say Mass in a srnall llousc2: 1)esiclr Alullngh 1-dte .  I-To\\-
ever, I a m  inclined to l)e!kvc t h t  tllc story is nn invention to  
cxplain the  anglicised name " I<ell,v's " ( 'hurc l~ ., liaft'ong ,:axis' cd 
a 3  an independent foui&ttion until it shnrcd tll,,? general fate of 
the Hospitals after the Inquisition of 1590. Tlie foundations nf 
Ll~e old Raffony Church cnn st,ill be traced in the ellurchyard. It. 
was t,he burial-place of many of the C'hn familks of So~~tl~c-1.11 
Breffni. 

SUCCESSION OF PASTORS. 

I n  1704 the "l'opisll l'riest" of A111llngl1\\[is I::,\,. A,Iu~,t~agllGitr-
gan, wlio mas then aged (it). He was orhinecl in l W l  a t  Rally 
cunner, Icing's County, I)? Nost  Rev. Anthony (.;eogl~cg:in, 
"P0pi~Il  Bishop" of hl;?ulh, a ~ l d  l iwd a t  S,vllarnc (betu2ccn ('r.rr::s 
C:lmcl~ and Killinliere.) His suireties (131. 650 each) we13c Wil- 
liam Ttate of Aghagalghw and roi111or Rcilly, of Droiuliilly. H e  
was registered pursunut to thc Act, of 1703 Anrw, c .  7 . ) a t  
the "G.enrl3al Sessions of the 1'rac:c for tlic Clounty of ( ' h \ ~ : ~ n  i ~ t" 
C!avan, before Charlrs l l o ~ . t i ~ l ~ w ,  Clerli of tlie l'eace, on thc 10th 
Ju ly ,  1704." H e  died in. or hefore, 1711, n s  appears f ro l~ l  the  

'k " A List of the Nmcs  of tllr Popish Pnri.;l~ Priest,s throu~houtt,he 
sovortrl Counties in  the  liingc!c'~noi' Ireland," ct?., D~iblin-Printed 
by Andrew Crook. 1705. 



1 

document describing tlie AdminisLration':: of his goods da.Lecl 1711. 
H e  is entered as " Mu1rtag.11 G ~ r g a n ,  h t e  of Sighnrd, Parish of 
Mullagh, Co. (Invun (Ca,tl~olic) Priest. " 

Another Act was passed in 1709, sis years Inter (8 Anne, c. 3), 
whicli required t'he regist,:ied priests to talcc the Oath .of Abjum- 
tion before 25th March, 1710, or else 'bt:outlnwecl. The Cavan 
priests declined to take this o a t l ~ ,  ant1 for a long time liad tJo rcT- 
nmin in hiding, so tha t  dctwils are scnnt.y regnrding the  Parish 
I 'riests of thc rarly eigl~t'ecr~tli ccnLu~,y. Ml~llagll a n d  Killinkvrc 
were separate parishes in 170-k. liev. Hug11 (!Icy\- was registered , 

f c x - Killinltere in this year. 

I n  the pears 1743-5 the officials responsible for the enforcemelit 
of the Penal Laws were required to  funiish reports to Dublin re- 
garding nriy priests suspected of stdl  living in their! districts. The 
majority of tlir Covn~i priests a p p a r  to have effectively evaded 
cletectio:~. Iri his report1 t o  the  Executive, dated 21st March, 
1743-4, Samwel Moore, High Sheriff of Caran,  gives n. short list 
of the  priests a,bout whom he had obtained information. The 
list does not mention any priest ltnown to be then living in thc  
IJarish of Mullagh. However, he  notes :-" John McEernan,  a 
frier [Friar] lives mostly ill  t,he pnris11 of Ca~ t~ le rahan ,  has no 
certain place of abode." 

Rev. Edmond Gargan was P.Y.of Miillagli in 1759 as  may be 
irJerre.d from an emtry in the old Register of Virginia Parish. I n  
the  Most Rev. Laurence IIicha.rdson's 1*elation of the state of the 
diocese in 1750 preserved in the  Vatic,an Archives he  is also men- 
honed as  Pastor! Dr  Richardson was Bishop of Kilmorcb, 
1.747-1.753. R,ev. Bnrtle MacCabe, was P . P .  of th'c united 
parishes of Mullagh and Killinlterr from 1766 until his death in 

9 A Chalice belonging to him is preserved in Mullagh Parish 
C,hurch ; it hears the  inscription : " Proc~vnvi t  Bartholomcus 
MacCabe Pastor de  Mullali A.D. 1768." On his death the  
parishes were again divided and his nephew, Rev. Felix Mac- 
('abe, became P . P .  of Mullagh in 1794. R e  was educat,rcl 

' 
nbroad and,  while in Paris, was a witness to  t112 t,crrors of the 
French Revolution which impressed him so cleeply that  he had 
special prayers recited ever51 Sunclsy against war,  famin'e, and 
pestilence. H e  is reputed to have been a m m  of vary courtly 
address, both an able theologian and a well-read classical scholar. 
R e  dted on the  10th December, 1816, nnd w x s  huricd witIh his 

* Diocese of KiImore " Wil I  and G r a n t  I?ook " (1693-1727) i i .  6. 44. 
p,  80. Puhlic Record Officz, Thbl in .  

t Vidv Rev. W. P. Burke " Irish Priests in the Penal Times," 
1660-1760,p. 291. 



ancestors in  the cllurchytlrcl of Tenmpull Ceallaigl~. 

R.ev. Luke O'Reilly succeeded and was P.P. from 1816 until his 
death on the  21st September, 1852. H e  lived a t  Qllilca. H e  
was follo\ved by Rev. Thomas O'Heilly who died the  11th April, 
1857. Rev. John ConatMwas P.1'. from 1857 until his death on 
the 11th February 1872. I t  was he that  er2oted the  present 
I'nrish Churcl~  of Mullagh cledicatcd to St. Bilinn. T l ~ c  next 
J'.P. was Rev. John O'Reilly wlio, on bcing trnnsferrerl t o  Kille- 
shandrw, \rras succeeded by the  prrsent \\ortlly Pastor, Rev. Tluke 
Carroll on the 10th May, 1889. 

I wis l~  to  cspress m y  i~ldel~te(lness Fatherlo  our C'llairma:~~, 
A,Ieelian, for his kind assistance nnd many vnlua,ble suggestions 
in t,he preparntion of this  p;!p8er. T 11n1.c also to thank Father 
Carroll for facilitating its compilc~tion by plnciug the  Parochial 
Registers a t  my disposal. 

PHILIP  O'CONNELL. 



CAVAN OGHAM STONES. 

I-The Mullagh Ogham. 

By Philip ~ ' ~ o n n e l l ,  M.Sc., F.R.S.A.I. 

111 1875 Dr Norman Moore of 1,ondon made the w2ry interesting 
tliscoveryv of an Oghnm inscribrd stone in tlhe old churchyard of 
'l'ranipull (Icallaigh. The find was reported by him to Sir Samuel 
E'ergnson who ~ I W Vthe nttention of the R o j d  Irish Acadcmy to 
it. The importance of t l ~ e  discovwy will bz r ~ a l i ~ e r lwhen it is 
r~mernbered t h ~ t  this was first Oghnrn Norill of Co. Wicltlow 
llmt wa.s come upon. Appnently, t l ~ e  stonc n-as crwricd from the 
~ ic in i tvand uscd as n gravestone.. The tliscovcry \I-ns first dc-
wribed by %'erguson in 1875 in :I papcar pllhlishxd in t h  

illPI-occrrlingsof thr  R .1 .A  .:k and nf'tcr\v:~~ds llis O~llttrnl1 r t n o . i p -
t i o ~ l s(p. 0 5 . ):--

Wliero tho hilly collntl.~ of Xionnglinn nnd Clnvan s111)sidcs 
int'o tlhc rich plain bordering h.kuth [hc wribes] we meet 
\vith n reglilar Ogham a t  M ~ ~ l l a g h ,new Virginia. I& stands 
ir the churchynrd beside the parish ~h111t11 and is legiblc up 
to one arris:-Osban., or p o s s i l l ~  Oslmrr11, a nanlc I~oliitip t-o 
historic times, and although unacco~npnniecl hy any Christ~inn 
symbol very unlikely to hc P a p n .  

The stone is described by R. I3. Brashi :-As marking n 
modern grave in the old burial ground of Temple Kelly, and 
together with other inscribed stones was brought from the 
adjoining lands of Rantavan. I t  is a small stone standing 
little more than thrce feet from the surface, ahout 15 inches 
in breadth by 4 inches at; its grmtest thikltness. I h  Fcrgnson 
helieves it to bs the first instance of a genuinr Ogham in-
scription found north of thc County of Wiclrlow 



TIE stone a f t c~wards  disappeared, npparently Ilidclcn or pnr-
tiallp hur'& beneath the accumulated soil. Sir S a r n ~ ~ e l  Ferguson 
hitd taken a papicr-mtrche' facsimile of it in 1875, which facsimile 
is now in the  possrssion of I'rofessor 13. A .  S. Mnc.nlistcr of t h e  
Kationnl Univemity. TIE imprcxsion is 1nlic11 worn, and Prof. 
3J:uxlister gives, tentatiwly,  a reading in his Iri.sk l i 'pigrapl~y.': '  
Howevcr, tlhe sq1reeze dom not s11ow tlit cl~aracters very rlis-
t~r!ctl;: m d  apparent extra scores al.2 mcrel?; crcasrs in tlw puprr. 

, ::Frr~if~lcsssend^ for thr. missing Ogl~am was ~ n a t l c  by the late 
k ' ~ ~ ~ f ~ s ~ ~ ~ '  Oxford Unive~.sity in 1898;- on theSir tl011n l i l l ) ' ~  of 
O ( ' C ! ~ ~ K ~ C I Iof 11;s visi.t to csamine the- Kiernn Ogl~arn He gave u p  

in vain t l l ~ r o ~ ~ g l ~  t11r soarc11 ill despair after 111111ting t l~ t?weeds nnd 
i.ptbl.:.s in t,he much neglected o!cl grovegnrtl. I % I I ~n later search 
I)?; J'mt'. i\iIncalister again revenled the sto~~c. .  HGfound on close 
c\-nniinntion Cl~nt his interp~rtntion of &'er,y~son's paper i m p ~ w -  
s ~ ~ xf~lult\-, owing to td~e imperfections of the. copy? and l!c\:;IS 

c,orrcctcd it in n c o ~ n ~ n ~ ~ n i c t ~ t  i l lion pll~)~ishkd the Pwwrcdifiqs o/ 

l lw  li'.l..!. f  His formcr intcxrprctntio~~ 1.rr1tl O?il~l~riri!pn~n~r : IIC 
now f i~~r l sthnt the colwct e ear ling is 

O S B B A R .  

? .  
I hi.  c, : ~csponds  witlli t,lia rending given I)!; Fcrguson. Prof. 
I\lnna!ist~*rwas sat:sfierl that  tho h i n t  second I:, i~cldedl)y Fer-
;;,Ison was nothing I)ub solnc cawal  scratches low down on thc 
stone l ' iw inscription (n.hii:l~, of coulxe, i l l  the  Ogl~mic  ~ c r i p t  
consists of scorcs on t'lie edge of tlicc ~ l o n c )  is neatly cut and is in 
l ) , - ~ t " ~ t01,der i'ci~ding down\varcls. T l ~ c  :~cwmpanying photo- 
grr~.pli of thc stone with s l i ~ t c h  is due to Prof. hlt~onlister, t h e  
<real-(!st living authority on Celtic Epigraphy, to n-l~omI a m  in-
tlebtcd Yor't1.w loan of the pliotograpl~ wit11 pclmission to  repro- 
t l ~ ~ c eit, and also for his espert, advie:- and help in t l ~ e  c!i~cidation 

' 

cf tllc innng problems wliich nrisc in tllc copying 2nd intcrpreta- 
lion of Oghnm symbols. 

"'Vol TI,,-p. 120. Pi~sfEditiuri. 

+ Tour 11.S.A.I.,1898, p. 53. 

For n description of th is  sec p. 1'7 of this J o i ~ w z n l .  

5 Notes on Ccrtni11 I~isll 11isr1~ipl;ion~ Val, sxsiii. Section C. No. 5 .  



T H E  M U L L A G Z  O G M A M  STONE. PHOTO. AND SKETCH RY PROF. MACALISTER.  



No satisfactor,v csplnnntion of t h e  n a m e  O S B B A R  c a n  l)cx oUo~,- 
etl. Prof. fiiacalistm is inclined t o  believ- t h a t  t l ~ c  inscrip-tion is 
no t  rc.nlly i lnc ie l~ t ,but  t h a t  it  is an  unsucc.rsshrl a t t e lnp t  t o  w i t c  
sonlr  sue11 n a m c  as Osl)o~, i icin Ogllaln lct,tcrs. ]ji l t  Illore, is no 
doubt  about  i ts  genr i inc~ic i ;~  ns a n  O g h u n  inscription. 'l'11c ilis- 
c ~ \ ~ t . ~ yof tllis s tone  is of pr imary importance on  a c c o u l ~ t  of t l ~ e  
esl;clision of t l ~ e  0gI1:iin a w n  to u par t  of r ~ ~ l i r n d11-11crc n o  such  
m o l ~ u m t ~ n t s\\.ere llithcrto ltnonm t o  esis t , .  

E'on- pcople ar8c a\varc of t h e  g r c a t  historical valuc of thcse prc-
i n s c r i p t i o ~ ~ s ,C11~ist~ia11 ant1 their cornparal,i\.c rarit:!; sho\vs 11ow 

few ha1.c. c:wnpccl t,llc> exposure o fiftccn I l ~ ~ n t l i ~ c t l  p a r s .  On.irig 
to  tlw tliffic~rlty of detection, drr: t o  wear, tllo m i n u t e  sc.oi3es u ~ ~ c ~ .  
very liahle t o  cscape notice. Coining down,  as  they  do,  f r o ~ n  
l'ogan t imes,  these iliscript,ions constil-ubc n linlt ~ i t ~ 1 . 1  tllc pcsrioil 
bcforc I l o ~ ~ i u n  c11;~rnctcrs nrrrc: ii~troducctl ir! tlic f i f t l~ cc,ntur~. .  
It is :I rcl11nr1;al)le fact,, and o n e  which d e s c ~ ~ e s  c!;~rc!l'ul invesli- 
p t i o r ~ ,  t ! ~ u t  tllc Ogl~nrns  of Mul1:rgli anti Kicriin slrorrltl be fount1 
i l l  coiinwtion \vit , l~ Cli1.istian c:11111.chcs. I t  t1ppcal.s Erom t11(, 1 , ~ ~ -

s c w c l ~ wof l'rof. AIaculjstc~t;:' a n d  l'rof. E o i r ~  h1tic:Veill l ttl:rt tllcse 
I'agai: sy r l ,o l s  were ('llristinnised so  as t o  Iwing I11c1.n into con-  

, forinity wit11 C%ristian teachings. J t  is to Iw h o p d  t h t  t d ~ e  
Dlelr11)ers of this Socic.tj,v will malic a n  c f h t  t,o collc!ct ant1 pre- 
saw suc11 O g l l a ~ n s  a s  ma??es i s t  in Rreffili. So fa r ,  ouly two c s -
ainplcs  Iml-c h e n  found in C h v a n ;  t h e  stone. a t  M u l l ; ~ g l ~  a n d  n n -
ot,llter a t  I ) r~~.rgi inrnin,ncnr  Kilnaleck (rlcscribetl 1)y F a t l ~ c r  
M e c l ~ n n . )  T l ~ e  opinion of a n  e r r~ incn t  Celtic s c l i o l u ~ ~ ,  tl~ct I.:itc. 
J'rof. Sir  J o l ~ i ~  I i l ~ y s ,is d ~ s e l - v i n gof noticc-7 :-

4 ' l  Kotes on t h e  Distrilu~tiorr, history, grnnllltar. :rnd import of 
t h e  Trislr Oglrarn l~nsc~ . ip t lo~~s  iIccl(1. 190!), vol. ssvi i . ," Proc. Rojj. I ~ i s l ~  
Sectloll C., No. 15. 



The Ogllam inscriptions. . . . . . . . stand to the study 
of the  early Aryan language of Illelarcl [lie writes] sontewliat 
as the Latin inscriptions would to Latm if we supposed the  
inscriptions t o  form the  only specimens of the Latin lan: 
guage extant.  Only that  would- be vastly to understate thd 
casc since the hole body of Ogrnic epigraphy is incons~der- 
t~lj le both in quantity and variety a s  con~pared with the  
wcalth of th'a lapidary literntrwe of a n c ~ e n t  Ronie and her 
Empire.  Therefoie, the  Ogl~ams  that  exist ought to  be 
vnlued all the more ,  c~nd more care-more enlightened care- 
.should be taken of them than has hitherto been done in many 
ilistances. 

P H I L I P  O'CONNELL. 

11.-THE DUNCIMMIN OGHAM. 

B y  Rev. J .  B. Meehan. 

Besides the i\lullagll one, just described by b'l'r O'Connell, there 
is Ogham Stone Itnown about in County Cavan. I t  is 
.situated in D~mgirnmin almost 10 miles due West of Mullagh, a ~ d  
24 W.N.W. of Oldcastle. I t  is a little over half the latter distance 
S . W .  of the village of Mountnugent-or Duly's Bridge,"' as the old 
people still call it-in the  same diocese of Meath, parish, Kil-
.bride, and within 200 yards of the County Meath boundary. It 
is on lands belonging to  Mr Nichohs Sheridnn, Onlard House, 
13nllqvnar*r,v, on1a of our members. S o  i t  comes about that  this  
ancient Pillar Stone has three claimants: ecclesiastically it is in 
the  diocese of Meath, civilly in the  county of Cavan, while its 
real ownership belongs to a gentlaman residing in the diocese of 
Ardagll. 

The easiest way t o  find it is, leave Oldcastle by the Ballyduff 
road, arid wlien outside the  town talre the first turn on the left. 
A mile or so  further on make inquiries for this farm. Stop a 
dozen yards beyond its unoccupied farmhouse. The stone is then 
in the  f'sld on your right, just behind the  hedge, and so near tha t  

I.YOU V ~ almost touch it from the road. 

'The bridge was built about 200 gears ago. It was badly needed,
and was put up a t  his O\\TI expense Ijy Rev. Hugh Daly, the p r i sh
priest, who belonged to a n  offlue~~tfamily. Father Daly \\-as for many 
years the P .P .  of Kilkwicle, \,lit the exact date of his )tlstorate has 
;lot been ascertained.-Cogan's Ilioec.se oj Xca th ,  XI., 311, note. 



Sketch of its West and South sides. Sketch o'f its North and East, siaes. 

THE DUNGlMMlN OGHAM STONE. 



I t  is 6ft. Sins, in height and l f t .  Bins, by l f t .  4ins. in its other 
dimensions. I t  bears four small incised crossw, two on the 
South side and one each on the North and East.  The illustration 
gires a good idea of its appearance. I t  is from a photograph 
taken many years ago by l'rofesuor Macalister, which, with-thz 
ac*compnn,~ingsketches, he has courteous1,y placed a t  the disposal 
of the Society through Mr O'Connell. The Ogham letters are 
quite distirct. Transliterated into ordinary characters hy the 
same learned antiquary they rend. 

O V O M A N I .  

B u t  what that lneuils he has not yet made out. 

What may be loolted for on I'illar Stones like this, is the name 
of some hero or chieftain. When the old tales and docunlents 

-record the death a r d  burial of a not3d personage they not infre- 
quently make the statement that a stone was placed over his 
gra-ve on which his name was inscribed in Ogham; his xenealogy 
\I as ,recited, his dirge chanted, and his name written in Ogharn- 
chraobh, is not an unusual formula. Since the discovery of the 
key of the Ogham system in the Book of Ballymote and the for- 
tbnate finding of d ~ p l i c a t ~ e  inscriptions, i l l  Latin and Ogham, on 
some Pillar dtonles, which further elucidates it, the writing can 
b3 read with comparative ease. An explanation of the alphabet 
is now t,o be met  with in ordinary Irish histories. It is unnees -
sarv to repeat it. The chiseling of the inscriptions was a specia- 
liaed handicraft. 

An Oghnm inscription merits attention on many grounds. 
To start  with, i t  is a specimen of the earliest form of writing 

used in Irclnnd, a Keltic form a t  that, and most probably indi- 
genous, that is, not borrowed frorl~ any other country. Hundreds 
of Ogham n~onuments,  such as the one a t  Dungimmin, survive in 
Irelnnd espxially in Cork and Kerry. Ahout fifty others, i t  is 

- true, have been found outside Irelnnd, in Scqtlnnd, Wales and 
England ; but' probably they were all icscribed by Irishmen or 
under Irish influence.* " Ogam writing," testifies Hyde, " is 
peculiar to  tlre Irish Gael and only found where he had settled. " t  
" The range of the Ogham inscriptions outside of Irelard," states 
MacNeill, " corresponds to the range of Irish settlements and of 
Irish influence, a t  the time of the collapse of the Western E m -  
pire. ": 

* Joyce, Soc. .&st., I., p. 398. 
t Liternry I-listo~!/of Irel~r,vd,p. 109. 

MucNeiil. Phases of Ivislr His tmy ,  p.  1'73. For thi!ir csnct Gee-
graphiral distrihution see paper by him No. 15. Scc. C. Vol. XXVII. in 
Proco~ding.;of R.I .A. ,  1). 328 (.July, 1908.) 



Then, it sometimes lends confirmation to a local tJraditiou or 
record. The Dunginlmin one, it is to be regretted, does not yet 
possess tllat distinction. 

An Ogham inscription also claims respect as the most ancicnt 
original record we have. There was, as everybody Itnon~s, an 
ecormous destruction of MS. boolcs in Ireland; a destruction by 
no mmeansconfined to the Danes. As a result, tliere 11os come 
down to our times nu original records earlier than the 7th or 8th 
century; B u t  here is a piece of writing-the registry of a deatli, 
o- perhaps (at least inferentially) of a battle or of a plague-that 
may have been already long on the same spot n711en St .  I'atrick 
preached at Ta,ra. For the Oghaln alphabet was devised "about 
the beginning of the Christian era or somewhat later."': And 
the custom of placing Ogham inscriptions on stone monuments 
commemorative of the dead grew up among the Pagan, Irish 
within the succeeding three or four centuri'es. 

But  this by itself goes but a very short way to~vards settling 
its date. E'or on the other hand Og11ai1-1 stones were put up as 
labe as A.D. 6OOF and one of our best authorities wonlcl hesi-
ta te  about dating any of them earlier than the fifth cel?;tury.l: 
So again the determination of the precis2 or even of tlle approsi- 
mate ag* of, for instance, the one before us, has all thc interest 
of tlie solution of a most difficult scientific problem, imd will 
brace the greatest experts to their utmost effort. 

"Ogham epigraphy," testifies Dr. MacNeill, "while it lasted re- 
mainled in Pagan I~ands."S None of its clecipliered inscriptions 
connote a ,nj  Christian religious sentiment. From the very first, 
too, there is evidence of a positive Christian hostilit,y against the 
~rative learning. I t  mas not solely that wit11 its Latin. culture "it 
had FO use for the cumbrous Ogllam alpha.bet, or merely shunned 
a cult which was of Paga.n origin, was preserved by Pngnn es-
perts, and was probably accompanied by Pagan observances." 

Since, then, the cult of thc Ogl~arn inscription is so intimatclg 
connected with Pugamism, may we escltde as improbable for the 
erection of our Pillar Stone the period after the spread of St.  
Patrick's teaching. But ,  then, what about the crosses four of 
them? To this one can make answer that they may bc either (a) 
nothing more than atbernpts a t  ornaments of tile simplest kind; 
01. (b) possibly rnde symbols of sun worship (v.p. 199 tllis Journal), 
or reminiscences of such ; or (c) the Christian symbol, indeed, bu t  
incised cenhiries after the Pillar mas raised ; and tllec, cut  into it 
not improbably with solnc idea of " depolarizing" it or exorcising 
the Pa.ganisn1 out of it. St .  Patriclr rarely destroyed an idol or 

-
* P71naesof Irish Histo?!) by &Lacl\Taill, p. 172. 
t Do.,p. 173 and Literary Histoiy of I~e londby Hyde, p. 110. 
1AIacNeill, R.I.A.,paper cited, p. 332. 
5 R.I.A., Paper cited, p. 332. 



removed a Pillar Stone. " Sometimes," tesliifies D r  'l'ocid. " he 
ccntented himself with inscribing upon such stones the  sacred 
names or symbols of Christianity." (St. Patrick, p. 500.) 

Frorri all our d d c ~no closer inference call be safely drawr~ than 
that  the Dungimmin Stone is starkling there for over 1,300 gears 
This, indeed, of itself is remarkable. Bul; any more definite de- 
termination of its age is a s  elusive a s  the  trisection of the triangle. 
Geology has very little to go upon in the " weathering " of t h e  
Stone and suppli'es but the  feeblest assistance. 

An expert, however, would not yet throw rlp tile sponge. H c  
would have his lrnow!eclge of t l ~ c  words and forms of old Irish, tlie 
oldest MS.  Irish, to fall baclr upoil. That  is the great means of 
solving such questions; but, as is obvious, it is within the reach of 
but n vesy few. Historica,l research, too, might give some I~clp.  
For sl~ould t'he mccrtnined name on an  Ogl~am be also come 
upon in other records, the lattcr may reveal the date more or less 
exactly. I! it cannot be found, t l ~ s n  that cl~ailce is gone; hut a t  
o w e  there arise# a s  a compens~t ion the surmise that  the perticu- 
la:. inscription may be very, very old, and go baclr t o  the twilight, 
or to  what  somebody has dessrib'ed as " the rlarlr l ~ i ~ ~ t e r l a n d s "  of 
history. 

Lastly, cven though we can malre but little of either the in-- 
scription or the date, a genuine example of Ogham writing is on 
its own accoulrt most intwesting; and for the genuineness of the 
Dungimmin sample we have tlie authority of a n  antiquary of 
European fame, I'rof. Nacnlister. Thougl~ XacNeill, in l ~ i s  pas- 
sion for truth a t  all costs, establishes that  the  Latin origin of this 
ancient Iris11 alphabet is hardly open to question,*' still the or-
der of the letters is entirely different from that  of the Latin or. 
any other a1phabst.t Dr.  AlacNeill also s l~ows  that  the  vowels 
were segregated mcl apparel?tly s~~bclassified, and that  the  orh- 
graphy of the  Ogham inscriptions represents a definite and con- 
sistent y ~ s t e m . ' ~  E ~ w y  ol;e, besides, knows tllc main dcvice 
for writing or m t l ~ e r  chiseling the characters on s t o w ,  and can re- 
cognise individual symbols on a s t o ~ ~ e  as a cllild does his let ters 
in his Priimer the first cley a t  scl~ool. That t l ~ e  wl~olr. Ogl~am 
alphabet is framed with much ingenuity Dr  Hyde shows. 

For," he states, " ir, every case it is found that  those 
letters which, like the vowels, are most emily pronounced arc. 
also in Ogam the easiest t~ inscribe, and the simpler sounds. 
are represented by simpler charactcrs than ti ose ; J I , ) ~  ore. 
nlore complex. "$ 

* PRnses o j  I13ish His tory ,  11. 178. So, too, his R.I.A. Paper, p 334 
and Hycle, Op. cit. 112. 

+ Joyce, Op, cit., Vol. I., 11. 398. 
The R.I.A. Article mentionrd, 1). 334 

fi Lifernr?~Histor3 oj Ireland, 11. 10P. 



H e  also adduces a German scholar of note a s  vouching for the 
Ogliam alphabet bot,h that  " no simpler method of writing is 
imaginable, " and that  "with one or  two changes i t  would make 
the simplest conceivable universal alphabet or international code 
of writing. ";;' 

Surely our countrymen of 2,000 years ago, i ts  originators, can 
hardly be thought of a s  an  unpractical, unolmxvant, or totally 
~!ncult,uredpeople. 

The discussion of tlie Mul!agh and Dungimmin Ogliam Stones 
nlaq help to  awaken a deeper interest in such relics of the, long 
1 mt,. It ma,y also both prompt to the S C ~ L I ~ L I ~ O U Sprewarvation d 
fhosc nl~mxly discovered and lead to  the  finding 01 a fcw more in 
Breifny. As recently a.s 1908 i\fr (now Dr.) John MacNeill came  
up011 onc i l l  tlic cliurc:liytl~d of C~loonrnorris near Dromod, in Lci- 
trirr~:l. TJp to t,l~at then?. was no ltrown esample in tha t  
county. That, in both Leitrim and Cavan tlie1.2 mere once many  
can hardly now be doubtled.i Tliab, despitc? time and neglect 
and :~oc:idents, ,z fcw mow of thcm survive is l)otll a t  least prob- 
able, and is also sincerely to be hoped. 

Ogl~nmwas no cryptic script intslligiblc to and inbonded for hut 
R fc.w.5 A blank woulrl, r t  first Idush, go som1e wny towards 
jlistif,ving a presumption of pre-lhti-ician Rrrifnian illiteracy. R u t  
tlie presumption could scarcel,v ha sustnincd on thnt ground. For 
t l~or~ghin thnt period a l;no~vlcdge of t h e  wriling may have been 
videspread, still t h e  custom of Ogham cpltaplis or  inscriptions 
may I~ave  been local. Most probably it originated and became 
genera1 in thc cli~t~ricts in m11ic:h Ogllnm Pillar Stones are rill-

n!erolls, " but had not time t,o bncomc general elsewhere before 
the causes cnmo into operuttion wl~ich I ) ro~~gl i t  its abandon- I I ~ O I I ~  

ment. "11 
"It can hardly be do~ibl!cd," Dr MmNcill adds, " bu t  the  arrest- 

ing causes were tlic spread of Christin~litg and t l ~ e  concolnitnnt 
spread of Tlatin Ica,rning and J~n t~ in  alp11al)et. The Oghnrn imcrip- 
t.ions were not replaced, a t  all events in Ireland, hp literal inscrip- 
tions. . . . . The  ancient cult wns almndoncrl, not nltered."'~'* 

J .  n .  MEEHAN. 
* T,iternrt/ FIiqtnr~/oo/ IvrTtr~rcl,pp. 10s-9 
t Journal, R.S.A.I., 1909, pp. 132-137 
f Last year an Oghain in t h ~parish of R d l v m n r h ~ ~ ~ hwas reported 

lw Mr MI M'Renna. The stone is l~et~ween Moderiskin CO-OP. Lime 
II'o~lcsa n d  Ti. Shcelin. I t  lies iust onts~de thr. ring of Tonny Fort ~ I I J  
1)esicla 1.11111ncnnper1 tloln~ell nncl stone cirrle. The lines on ~t mnjl he 
.ut~fic*ial,but there cnn bc no hesitatiorl in haying they are not Ogham 
s,y~nhols.

Two other smaller c~.omlechs may be sccn in the fields t o  the left of 
Omard Gate-house in the snmt. parish. 

5 Hyde, Op. cit., p. 109. 
11 MacNeill, R.T.A. paper ritetl, p. :331, 
* *  Do. .\ 



EXHIBITS AT THE THIRD MEETING, 
17th MARCH. 

There were a few Stone Celts, which had been found locally, 
but the most interesting exhibit was a Cinerary or Sepulchral 
Urn. I t  belongs to JIr  George Ferris, of the Cloggy Mills, beside 
Ihllinagh. I t  was found six or seven years ago in the townland 
of Lacltan, near Ballinagli. The field was being prepared fo~, 
crops, and some heaps of stones were removed. Under one of 
them an nrn was discovered, but unfortunately it got brolten. An- 
other little cairn was more cautiously taken asunder, and in its 
centre, under a thin flat. stone, this vessel mas resting. I t  was 
r.oL noticed were the1.e any bones in it or under) it, nor is it re- 
membered whether it stood upright or was mouth downwards. 
The latter is not an unusual position. The urn field, as it may 
b? cnllecl, belongs to a l\lr Bennett. It is between the M.G.W.R. 
line and the River Erne,  a t  a point about 77; miles from Dublin, 
a;: indicated by the wooden railway pillars marking distances. It 
is R very fine field, 4 or 5 acres in extent, in a beautiful situation, 
tht' land much richer than that adjoining it. Were it well es- 
plored it is quite likely it would yield other objects. A rusterd 
iron sword was indeed discoverecl beside it by a Mr Morrison. 
But  it is not older than about 100 years, and is of but small in-
terest. Very few, if any, Cinerary Urns found in Cavan or 
Leitrim are recorded. The journal of the R.A.S.I. for 1898 con-
tains illustrations of pieces of one that was dug up in Enagh bog, 
near Virginia, some time before that. Only fragments were 
recovered. Still the  fragments were photographed, and they 
ara minutely described by the gentleman who came into posses-
sion of them, a JIr  Rotheram, of RI1eath. This shows what im-
pcrtance antiquaries attach to  such finds. 

About 20 years ago another clay IJrn was unearthed within a 
yard of the  Middletown dolmen, near Drumhowna Railway Sta- 
tion, by a Mr Maguire, who still lives there. Mr Maguire set no 
value on it, and it got broken. A few years afterwards the late 
Dr.  Moran, Inspector of N. Schools, recovered and carried away 
the fragments. Middletown dolmen, by the  way, is marked on 
thd O.S. Map (Granard Sheet 79, 1902) as a Druid's Altar, bu6 
Im~ghduff dolmen, within a quarter of a mile of Middletown, is 
not indicated. According to Mr Thos. O'Reilly, one of our mem- 
bers, who resides a t  Loughduff, there was a third dolmen iri the 
district. It mas quite beside the one last mentioned, but has 
totally disappeared. Not unlikely it was built into ths church 
wall. 



The Lackan Urn, shown at tlvo meeting, is small, Lut it is a 
perfect specimen. Its height is 4$ins, and the diameter of the top 
5 inches. The rim, which does not overhang, is a half-inch in 
tliiclmnoess or breadth. On the inside it is quite smooth. The 
shape is graceful. It is very tastefully and elaborately docorat- 
ell in archaic fashion; rows of chevrons, two rows of fairly evcn- 
sized diamonds, also scored with liws, and two raised circles. 
Eveti the lip has its chevrons or zigzags, and thle base has im-
prcssc-:l oil it a diamond pattern. 

_I .  

Should Urns of this type again be come upon it is liopecl the 
greatest care will be taken in preserving thern. 



166. 

THE MONASTERY AT SLANORE. 
0---

Ahny of )or1 have paid n visit 011 sollie occusion to 'llrillit,y Is-
land to soa the cr~uubling ruins of the old monastery tllal; gu\w the 
Island its name, and to deciplicr the epitaphs on the moss-grown 
head-stones of those who have long since nlouldkred to the  dust 
under the shadow of its sanctuary walls. You will, too, perhaps 
have stood on the plateau to west side of graveyard's encircling 
ditch, and allowed your gaze to  wander over the wa%lers of the 
lake towards tlie soutll. Here you will 11avc seen a green hill or 
ridge rising rather abruptly from thc waters' edge. Had you tlm 
good luck or misfortune to be standing there on a summer's even- 
ing some 1,300 ylsars ago you would have seen white-robed Monlis 
toiling and moiling on its barren slopes, or hcard the monastery 
bells calling the Monlis lo pray, for on the north-western crest 
of this hill, called Slunor's, overloolting the. \\raters of the winding 
Xrnc, and almost in a direct lint wit11 its eulry illto the lake, stood 
a monastery of some repute ill tlloso far-off days. 

The townland of Slanorla, or, as it was known formerly, Sna- 
lcre, contains about 100 acres and belongs to Air 1'at;ricli O'Reilly, 
whr, takes an intelligent interest in its venerable history, and 
l o ~ a sto talk of and live in spirit in those by-gono clnys when the 
rnonotonous silence of that once wild and lonely spot was hrolien 
only by peal of bell, the clang of the spade and shovel, or the 
hum of prayer stiealing softly from the chapel windows when the 
busy Monks chanted matin psalm or vesper llyrnn. 

I t  would not be true t.0 say-as somc liave said-that not a 
trace now remains of the Abbey or its residlcnt.s, for the1 remark- 
iilile fertility of hlle soil bt1ar8 eloquent tcstirnol~y to the agricul- 
tural industry and sliill of the Moiilts, who, even in those distant 
days, rivalled in scientific Irnowleclgc the A10nlw of Mount Melle- 
ray in transforming a barren waste into meadows of waving grass, 
or fields yellow and golden with t l ~ o  grain of a. ripening harvest. 
There is also on the farm another trace much more remarliable 
which has kept their nraniory living when their names had been 
forgotten-a field of circular shape which still bears the name of 
"Abbey Field." This serves to prove how accurately history may 
b . ~preserved by tradition, and the dim and distant past placed 
in communion with the living present. 

This field is about three roods in extent, and as it; is of a shape 
akin t o  tlie forts commonly to  be met with in this district, as 
elsewhere in the county, it might very naturally have past as one 



were it not for the fact that t l ~ e  lrisll were d w y s  r e i i ~ ~ l i u b l e  for 
the  accuracy with which they Ilanded down unwritteli tradition8 
from generation to generation, lt was not a mere fort-the pre-
fix " Abbey " settles that question quite satisfacbrily. Any 
doubts that might remain on the subjcot wore sufficiently answer- 
ed when, a t  the Leginning of the last c-sntury, the field was broken 
for cultivation and an ar~oient buriul place laid bare, not without 
some surprisc to  thc uriespec.Ling \vorIin~ea. Here and Ll~cre, loo, 
ve re  dug up carved siorles of no ni1san nwrlrrnansllip, evidently 
belongi~lg to a oliuroh Ivitll s o n ~ c  ~)rotcnsions t o  architecture. 
Some of tl~ose hav,c been carefully placed, ll~rougli hlr O'Reilly, 
by the sl~eltered roots of a w11iLetliorn lone bush wllioh grows 
almost in the centire of t'l~is l~allowed ground. 

Th? townland of Slanorla was situated in a district known in 
those distant days as  CairLregabl~ru-numed from sept descenaed 
from Cairbre, son of Niall of the Nine Hostages':' and according 
to 071)onovan represented now by tllc modern barony of Gra-
rrnrd, which t l~en  extended further north to  cmbrace t h e  present 
Upper Loughtee, as will be seen Inter. !L'l~'c Irish form of the  
name of the place in which we are. a t  presel~t interested w'as 
Snamh-Luther or Luthoir, wl~ich, it seems, signifies the swim- 
ming place or ford of appalentl,y a Chieftain of name Luthair, of 
whom more may be said on anothea occasion. Here,  too, there 
was a " citmy" or town on the plain of the hill, or, pexlmps, cling- 
ing in straggling forts to  its wcsteru slope where it descends gra- 
dually to  the  junction of the Ernc with the! first of the Ia,lies of 
C'ughkr. Bu t  of this town nothing now remains, as one might 
nat,urally, 'expect, built as tho 11ouses were, like most of 
the Irish houses of the time, of wattleu mcl 
clay. The Monastery is said to have been founded by Colum- 
banus, th9 son of Emhaid (pronounced " yoke?; ") of which the 
modernised form is probably Keogh. His memory is honoured 
in the  martyrologies on September G l l l  " a t  Donaghmore "I. as  
well as a t  Snalore. Several historians think that this may be 
Donaghmore in County Tyrone. I t  is probably nearer the  truth 
t s  suggest Tonymore, Cnvan. Hc seems to have had a sister 
called S t .  Comaigh, who also consecrated 11e.r life 
t God, as her mernory I Y R R  venerated in the  Cllurch 
of Snalore on the 27th May. 1 I t  would appear tl1a.t S t .  Col-
wnbkille, on one of lrifi brief visitts to  Ireland from Iona; not im- 
probably remained a t  this monastery for some clays. An incident 

* Four Masters, Connellan's cd., note p. 154. 

t Martyr of Tallnght m ~ dDonegal, quoted by O'Hnnlon ill Lsito of 
S'. Colman, Sept. the Gth, vol. 9, and Moran's i~rchdall's &Ionustico,~ 
note page 70. 

3 O'Hanlon's Life of Sf. Comctigh, 31ny 27th, vol. 5. 



during liis visit is described by Adamnan as  follows :-

" At another time while the saint wa,s remaining for a few 
days in Ireland he undertook a journey which had for its ob- 
ject the advancement of religion. For this purpose 116 
ascended a yolced chariot which lie had previously blessed, 
but, from some unaccountable neglect on the p u t  of his 
servant, the linch-pins were not inserted in th.2 holes at, tlie 
extremities of the axles. The Saint's charioteer on the 
occasion was Columban, a holy man, the son of Eochaidh and 
founder of a monastery called in the  Irish tongue S n a n ~  h u -
ther (Snaw-Lure or Lore.) The drive ovar so long n road 
necessarily caused the chariot to be mucli shaken, yet the 
wheels did not come off the axles, nor even stir out of ,their 
proper places, although as has been mentioned before, the 
usual appliances had been neglected. 13u.tg r x e  so favoured 
the holy man that liis chariot proceeded safcly during the 
entire day without meeting any obstacle to retard its pro-
gress. "* 

Everyone has heard tlie story of the penance of perpetual 
banishment from Ireland imposed upon Columbltille by St.. iMo-
laise of Devenisli; a story that awakens a sympatlie'cic chord ill 
th? heart of the  reader as he pictures in imagination the white- 
robed form of the saintly missionary standing on the roclty shores 
of Iona looking through the mists for a glimpse of the land lie 
loved but might never tread again. But  however interesting 
the tradition ma.y be, such eminent Irish historians as Lnnigna, 
O'Hanlon, and Moran, hold that it is a legend invented by bards 
and romancers of a later date, and accept no other motive for his 
exile than that assigned by Adamnan-a desire to carry tlie 
Gospel to  pagan nations and win souls to  God. I t  seems per- 
fectly clear from Adamnan's Life of the Saint that,  in addition 
to his attendance a t  the Synod of Drumceat, he visited Ireland 
on other occasions. I t  mould not be without intxcst  if thc date 
of St.  Columblrille's sojourn at  Slanore could be fised with sorue 
degree of accuracy, and this does not seem difficult of accom-
plishment. 

I n  the opening lines of the quotation cited above, you will have 
observed that when the Saint touched at Slanore he was on a 
visit to Ireland of only a few days' duration. So  it did not occur 
when he  came to attend the Synod of Drumceat, because we 
know he  remainled for some months in Ireland then. I t  cannot, 
h w e v e r ,  have been much before 580, for Columbanus died in 
640; and a s  he  displayed on this occasion remarkable vigour and 

* Adnmnan's Life of St. Colr~inbu, edited by Reeves (Edinburgh, 
1874), p. 73. 



slr~ll in driving safely a tea111of horses ~ n da chariot, wilhout 
I~cch-pins,over rouds that were both rough and crude, he was 
certainly no mean stripling, and may LC assumed to have reached 
t t ~ cage of 25 or 30, for Adamnan calls 11im a holy n~un-not a box. 
It is pern~iss~bl-,  that  ii Colum-also, to conjcclure frorri the v ~ s ~ t  
liille was not the founder of t l ~ c  monaslery, it was probably un-
der his jurisdiobion and special favour, and t l ~ a l  Columbarlus was 
liliely a disciple. I n  the declining years of his old agc-probably 
nk out 630-Columbanus was afilictcd wit11 blind~icss, from which, 
l~owever, 11e wils miraculously cured through the p r a p r s  of his 
friend and fellow-worltcr in t l ~ c  Vineyard of t l ~ c  Ilord, St .  Yechin, 
Abbot and founder of thc fanlous llonastcry of Porc, wl~ich was 
about 15 n ~ ~ l c sdlsta~it ,as the crow flies, from Snalore. The 
n1iracl3 is descri1)ed in the Lifc of S t .  Fecliin as follows :-

' 'On a certain day  S t .  F'ecl~in cunie to t l ~ c  placc called Sram 
Luill~er,  in t,he district of Cabre G a b h a ,  and mectiug there 
St.  Co ln~ar~  (Columbanus), tho son of Eochaid, who had been 
for a long time blind, 11e applied to his ccla the watcr with 
which he I d washcd his l~anrls, and the blessing of sight 
w a s  immediately 14estored to tlie blind n ~ a n . " ' ~  

ilbout t'on Fears s~lbsequently Colun~banus paused away to h i  
reward, and it may be ncceptcd as I~istorically certain tllizt his 
dust now lies wit'hin the boundary of the Abbcg field of Slar~oro 
witl: t11a.k of his sister, S t .  Con~aigh. Examining their genc-
dngy, as given in t l ~ e  Martyrology of Donegal and of Tallaght 
(,edited hy l)r Kelly), me find that their father's name was 
Eocliaidh, and the mother's Aiglennd. The nanws oof four of 
their cl~ildren-all Saints-are recorded as S t .  Filltan, S t .  Lug- 
haid, St .  Columb, and St,. Comaigl~. Eochaidh, the father, was 
dcscendetl from King Lucghaire, through Ailill, Guaii~c and Lug- 
h i g h ;  so that St.  Colu~rib a d  his sister, Comaigh, of Slanore, 
wwe fifth in dosccnt from the nlonarclr who received S t ,  l'atriclz 
a t  Tarn. 'I'onxrds the end of l11e 7th century the same mar-
tyrologies record the names of S t .  Quintoc and S t .  Maclan, whom 
Co1ga.n considers the sumc os hlollcl~ud, the nephew oof St. 
(!olumkille. 

-4 second miraclz, which rendered Slanore famous. was per- 
formed ahout the middle of the s i s l l ~  cent~irg by S t .  Xundhan, 
i\i?bot of Lorrha; it was he laid the curse on Tara wliich cam1e in- 
to efkct a t  the feast held there in 565 in tlre reign of King Dier- 
mot. Tho miracle is thus descrihecl in his Life :-

"St. Ruacll~nn conling to  t11c city Snnmh-Luthir, ill t l ~ cdis-
trict Cairbregabhra, lhe body of the lately cleceased King of 
that disttrict mas being borlle on a cl~ariot towards the city, 

* Quoted 1)y O'Ilanlon,  Life ol' St. Colma~~,vol. 9, Sept. Gth. 



and the whole people were weeping around him. 'l'hen 1Cuud- 
han, moved to compassion, prayed to lho Lord, and t h ~  King 
rose up living, and offered that city and people to St. 
l iuodl~an~."" 

tls S t .  Ruadhan, according to Usher'b: Index Cliron., died in 
584, it is clear that this miracle wcurred many years before that 
reeordztl of St.  l~ecliin-probably about 6W-and one cannot but 
vcr; ~ n u c h  regret that the ancient biographer fuiled to give us 
the riurnc of the then King of Cabre Gabhrn, for that would have 
hclpcd considerably to illuminate rnucli that is obscure; nor does 
Iic., uniortunatelg, bell us if S t .  Ruadhan accepted the gift which 
the King, in a moment of gushnig gratitude, offered llim. Two 
tl~ings,L uwever, stand o i ~ t  cltw-firstly, that the place already 
bore the name Snain-Lutkir. Therefore its derivation must be 
souglit a t  an earlier date. Secondly the place was called a 
" city." Hy what stretch of imagination could this little strag- 
gling village be called a cily? 1)r Bury, in his Life of St.  Patrick, 
g i \ w  an ailswer which will strike most people as llistorically 
sound and conviricing. 

"Was there," asks I)r Bury, "any discriniinuting desigim- 
tion to distinguish thosfi religions settleil~ents wllicli were the 
seats of Bishops, from those that ware no t?  I venture on 
the conjecture that the narnc civitas (citj) was originally -
applied only to the former comn~unities, . . . . . and 
we can understand that in a cityless land, sucli as Ireland 
then was, city might have been used in the special ecclesias- 
tical sense of the settlement in whicli the Bishop lived."l 

If this conjecture be correcGand there does not seem to be 
an) other plausible csp1anatio11-it accounts for the village of 
Scnmh-Luther being culled a city, and, incidentally, it sl~ows that 
tll? parish of Xilmore alrcacly conlaincd a Bisl~op's See in the 
micldle of the Gth centurx. This argument acquires greater force 
when we remember that the Jrisli word for city means a chair- 
tlmt is wl~cre  the Bishop's Chair or Cathedral was. It would 
lcud one also to venture on the assertion that tlie Cathedral-such 
a s  it was-was in, or quite near, Slanore. H i s t o r  and tradition 
unite to prove that the original seat of the diocese was in the  
parish of Killnore; they also unite in proving that it was some 
distance from the parish church of St.  Felimy, which Andrbe~v 
Mac Bradv erected into a Cathedral in 1464, " because he was 
dissatisfied with finding the Episcopal See established in so in-

* 32ol.an's Archcli~ll,note p. 71; O'H.anlon's Life of St. Ruadhan 

t Bury's St. Patrick, Appendix, p. 378. 



convenient a place, and found the parish churcll of S t .  E'elirny t o  
be a Illore colrirnodious place. "'i' \Y 11s~~:did iIndrc\v AIacUrady 
ramove the Seat from? The a.ns\ver, wl~ich presents little, if 
any, historical a.nd.trarlitiona1 difficulty, is, " from all il~convenient 
ailti backward place sornewller*a in Kilnlore. " If somebody 
a~;s\vers, from Urriey-tlic only alter~~a't iveever suggested-lie 
wil! have insuperable difficuliies in establishing his positiou, if IIC 
call establish it a t  all, because.there is n o  record of the Seat of 
t11,+ 1)iooesc evor llavir~g b'aen ol~a~iged from Kilmorc to 'lJrney ; 
and his principnl a r g u n l e ~ ~ t ,  viz., that  the 'Dishops of Kilmore 
u w c  ancic~ltly callcd 13ishops of Triburna " because tltey are 
s:d t.o have liad their residence in an obsourd \rillilge of t1ia.t 
llanlc," ~ e s t s  on n ial :x assuniption, Triburna being the latinieed 
form of Tir Briun-i.e., tlic l a ~ d  (Tir) of the descc~lclaats of 
J:',ruin, King of Connaugl~t in the 4th century. The fact-if i t  
be n Pact-that tlie old Seal of the Diocese was dug up  a t  TJrney 
i u  t l ~ c  beginning of tlie last century, does give some colour to 
Urncy's clairn. Hut  everything else in history and tradition tells 
against it: and me arc forced back again t o  the conclusion that 
Andrew Mac Brady found tho Seat in some backward place in 
the parish of Killnore, such as Slunolle still is, and cllanged it to 
t l ~ c  parish Church of St.  Felimy. T l ~ c  parish, hornever, bore 
th(! name long bzforc this eveut, for, before his appointment ns 
liislwp, A~?.dre\v was acting as Atlm. or Y.1'. of " l<il~norc."+ 
ontl Arclldcacon of the Diocese, whicli was the11 ca1lc.d 'l'ribnrua. 
Wi~vncedid the name come? Was it derived from an old church, 
m u a s t i  or otllerw~sc, founded on, or adjacent to, the site where 
tllc parish churcll was e l ~ t e d ?  

"We have no certain account," says Canon O'Hanlon, 
" rwpccting a momstcry crecteil a t  Kilmore eitliw by S t .  
E'climy 01. any other perbon. I t  IS quite certain lliat a mis- 
talca lias 1)een made in confor~nding Kilmore Breifne with 
Kilmore Iluithruibll in the County Roscommori, in the ter- 
ritory of Tir B r r m  near the Shannon, where S t .  Columkille 
crected a cliurch before going to Iona. That is the opinion 
of our greatest topographical i~>vestigators. I" 

\ 
Neither Ware, Harris nor 1)c Rurgo mention an old monastery 

tit the present I<ilmol.r. Colgan, a1 pdgc 881, Triiw Th., identi- 
fit..: Kilrnore Duithruibh with I<ilmore of the County Cavan, hut, 
later, corrects himself twice-Trias Tli., page 494, and in the In-

* Ware's Bishops, p. 225, Mar  Geogliegan, p. 370 note. 

t O'Harllon's Life of St. Felim~.vol. 8, August t h e  Wh, and: Ware's 
IM~ops,p. 228. 

1O'Hanlon's I.(:.; Lanigan's KCTI. Rist. vol. ii. p. 12 and 142 note. 



dex Top of tha Acta S.S.--where he says it  was in Connaught. 
Archdall, following Colgan's first statement, places it in Cavan, 
but Dr. Reeves calls it " a serious blunder " to identify Kilmore 
Duth with the County Cavan, and goes on to  prove that i t  is 
really identical with the present parish of Kilmore, in the Barony 
of Ballictobber North, Go. Roscommon (Reeves' Adamnan.) 
Lanigan hesitatingly favours tlie same view. In  1454, as we 
have seen, there was a commodious parish church a t  Kilmore, 
without any reference whatever to a monastic institution, and wo 
know there was no monastery since ;nor is there any trace of such 
an institution ever having been there; and yet, in the Martyr- 
ology of Donegal under the 9th of August, wer read that " nine-
teen Saints of Kilmore, which is a Cathedral Seat, are wnerated 
on the same day, and it mentions Feidhlimidh of Kill-mor Dith- 
ruibh as one of them. Archdall mentions a monastery in Cavan 
called Domnachmore, but says " it was totally unknown " in his 
time. Had he read the Inquisition of 1590 more closelyt he 
surely would have noticed that a " hospital," called Tonagh-
more, described as near Kilmore, and endowed with three car-
trons of land, annual value 3s, is there mentioned, and have little 
difficulty in identifying them. This discovery, which seems t o  
indicate the true philological derivation of Tonymore (the field or 
nleadow of the marsh is another possible derivation) permits of 
the following conjecture. 

l'here is a hadition, not unfounded on l~istorical data, that St .  
Felim left home as a young man, and led a recluse life in some 
wild and lonely spot ir!, Kilmorei I t  may well be that he selected 
the Island in the half lake, half swamp, of the present Tony-
more: that he erected there a cell, and subsequently, being join- 
ed by others, n comparatively large churcll, which might truly 
deserve the name of Domnacl~, or Killnore Duithruibh-i.e., of 
the wilderness (Domnach being merely an antiquated synonym of 
Kilmore.) The very name Domnach proves tile great antiquity 
of the church. Felim belonged to the important family of the 
Carvills who, according to Mac Geogl~egan, changed tlreir family 
name to Mac Brada, or Bradr,  in the 13th century5 and ruled 
the. territory of Cairbre Gabra from the days of St. Patrick. If a 
Bishop were needed, who could be found better qualified than he  
for pietv and learning, great grand-son as he was of Dubtach Ua 
Lugair, the 'celebrated chief poet of Ireland, who was the first to 
ris: and pay respect to St. Patrick a t  Tara? H e  would naturally 
be invited to leave tliv.3 wilderness, so difficult of access, in which 

* Quoted >loran's Archdall, Vol. I. note p. 69. 

t Do. p. 72. 

1See O'Hanlon's Life; also Lanigan, p. 10. 

5 Mac Geoghegan, p. 371 note. 



he lived and come to Slanore, which was situated along tlle great 
high water-way of the Erne, near to which also, a s  we have seen, 
tht: King of the district lived, and there take up his abode, going 
down to history, a s  one might naturally expect, as Felim of Dom- 
nach-mor, his first foundation. This would explain why Slanore 
was called a city on the occasion of St .  Ruadhan's visit about 560, 
for, thougll St .  Pelim was dead some 20 years previously, yet 
it was the ,established Episcopal See. 

From the 7th century we have few, if any, historical references 
to the  moriastery of Slanore; but we may assume that durink the 
middle ages it underwent tlle same vicissitudes as similar institu- 
tions of that sad time of Danish incursions, internal warfare, aud 
Xorman invasions. I t  did not adopt Colltinental monaoticism 
which became so popular from the 13th century onward, and the 
coming of the order of l'remonstre to Trinity Island in 1237.%proh-
ably marks its finai decay. However that may be, it is eertain 
that very soon afterwards Andrew hlac 13rad.y erected the parish 
('hurch of St .  Felimy into a C'atli~dral. The inhabitants grad- 
ually deserted the old place of worship and the old graveyard, 
which had served them so many hundred yews, for Trinity Abbsy 
and Kilmore,; and time and storms did the rest. The ancient 
building soon became a ruin; most of the stontes were probal>lg 
carted or boated away to build e!sewhere, and all that remains of 
the old and once famous pile are a few fragments at' the root of 
the lone-bush which may well mark the grave where St .  C'olumb 
and his sister, Comnigh, lie sleeping for more than twelve hun-
dred years. 

MARTIN COMEY. 



SOME PECULIARITIES OF SPEECH HEARD 
IN BREIFNY. 

By Peter Martin. 

[Read 17th October, 1921.1 

The Homestead-Culinary Operations-Farm Work-Terms of 
Opprobrium-Dress-Plants-Miscellaneous - Localis~ns - His- 

tory connoted in our words." 

Ordinary Breifny cont-ersation, is of course carried on in Eng- 
lish, but usually it is English studded all over with Irish idioms 
and Irish words. 

The increased menns of communication and the influerce of 
t l ~ e  Press have tended much to  tlr-. obliteration of local peculiari- 
ties of diction; but thes3 they have not succeedcd in r'emovirg. 
They are closely interwoven in the rorahulnry of the people, and 
have become part and purcel of their speech. So true is this that 
marly a Breifny man who plumes himself ontliis correct English, 
in reality very often speaks translated or transliterated Gaelic, or 
usconsciously malrcs use of a G a ~ l i c  phrase or idiom. 

Two reasons ma?r help to  account for the survival of these old 
forms-(1) The Rreifry man finds that lie can in certain cases 
express more clearly his meaning by the Irish idiom; (2) th'are 
are many l~ousehold and farming operations, many customs, 
many utensils, and implements, etc., for which tllw-2 is ro exact 
Englisll word, or for which a t  least lie knows no such word. 

An example will make clearer the first case. Thqe speaker of 
correct English in uttering the sentence, " 1h.e you selling the 
horse to-day?" has to move the emphasis from one word to  an- 
other of the four last according to  tbs inforni~tion he seeks. Four 
successive positions of the chief stress give four different mean- 
ings to the question. On the other hand the Irish 
idiom stands in no need of this accentuating. I t s  user mould 
say (a) " I s  it you who are selling the horse?" or (b) " Is it s?lling 
the horss you al*e?" or (c) " I s  it the horse you are selling?" or 
(d) " 18 it to-day you are selling the horse?" I n  other words, 
where the Er,glish purist depends on stress to hring out his mean- 
ing, the Irish idiom employs construction for the snme purpose, 
and much more eflectively. 

As an extreme instance, the advice, " Never shoot elderly 
peoplle in fun," if spolren without cmplinsising aiq.y particular 

* For an Index of the 11.orr1s referred to see the cncl of the Volume, 



mord may liavc any one of five distinct meanings. You would 
be left to guess, or to  infer haltingly from the contest what was 
intended. Irish idiom would tokerate no such ambiguity, nor 
would i t  depend solely on emphasis to remove it. As before, it 
mould in each case collocate the words differently; and, as  ill 
Latin, bring out tho most important one by position. The ordin- 
ary Breifny speaker will be found to favour the latter usage. 

Again, the English purist had better not find fault with the 
Cavan man's grammar when he says he " bees " worlcing every 
day. He  should rather recognise the serious lack of what is met 
irr C;nelic, viz., a distinct form of the verb "to be" to indicate habi- 
tual tense. The Breifny man felt the want, so he borrowed from 
his futliers' speech. It is now part of the Breifny dialect 01 Eng- 
lish, if I may call it so; but it is also found, as is to be expected, 
in many other parts of I rehnd.  I t  is lilrewise heard in Yorlrshire. 

With regard to cause No. 2-Gaelic idioms and Gaelic words 
linger, a s  might be expected, nrovnd t h o  fnrmnt~nd. Momenls of 
passion or of extreme sincerity are apt  to bring them forth. 
" Come in and make your liailey " (cdiliclhc), invites the man of 
the house. He  does not say. " Come in or-d sit awhile," for he 
means much more; and he who has never cxperiencecl the hospi- 
tality of a Rreifnv farmhouqe has vet to lcnrn the full mleaning 
of the word " kniley." 

Should t h ~  friend's visits lw, like angels', fcw and far hct~vcen, 
lip is not to talrc literally the " bean a tighe'rr " regrst, that she 
has not green rushes fo spread on thc floor. Although the cos- 
tom of carpeting with rushes hris long sinco passed anray, this 
exnression survives and is still full of thc spirit of welcomc. 

The mord c6ilidhe is not much used elqewhere escept ir  the 
sense of a Gaelic dance or an all-night, entertainment, and this is 
a l a k  Gaelic League devclo~ment.  I t  is, I understand, rare in 
nifunster and Leinster. In  Breifnp a cBiliclhe is of a more friendly 
and homely nature than the formal visit or " spending an 
evening. " 

If the house is a thatched one, the roof is) covered undcrneafh 
the thatch with scraws (scraith, a sod.) This thatch is held in 
pbsition by sally rods (saileach, n willow), otherwise 1tno-w~-and 
Irnown. I think, everywhere-as scollops (scolb), sharpened a t  
the ends, bent double and driven down into .tihe scraws. A poor 
dwelling i s  a shantv (qean-tigh. old h o ~ ~ s e ) ;  a small home is a wee 
pr011gh of a place (proth6a, a hut), a r d  n miorable cahin a hoil. 

Shantv was adopted into American English about a century 
nee,* a r d  now finds n place in English dictionaries. Murray's 
N e w  Oxford Dictionaq says if comes " probably from the French 

--- 
' An Amerirnn Glossnr~ l)y Thornton, Philadelphia, Iippinrott Co.. 

1912, suh voce, 



Chantior." The origin given above scenls much more prohahlc. 
Shebang, with almost the same meaning, is still loolwl rlonn 
upon, as  slang. It is a current Americanism, and a good plrilo- 
logist rejects all suggested derivatiors for it except s l i c~bec i~ .~  
Shanty and shebeen, though as  words well known to  everybodj 
about, are scarcely peculiar to Breifny. 

B u t  the term scram, a s  far as  I can ascertain, is seldom found 
outside the two counties, except, in the one phrase, n shaking 
scraw. Hall Caine, though, urns i t  in T ~ L CMo)zrm(m. I n  J,.~.~rirn 
3 shaking " qua " is dreaded. Qua is not, as  you might suspwt.  
quagmire abbreviated. I t  is tlre Irish " caedh " (Joyce.) Sally 
rods and shanty are heard in Munster; prough, so c o n m ~ o ~ ~  111 

Cavan, is unltnon~n elwwhcre. 

S o ~ n ecvrlinn~?y opc~atiorrs and ~ ~ t ~ n s i l sretain thew Gael~c 
designations. To  " teem " the potntocs is to drain the water off 
them wl~eerr boiled (taomadh. to  pour out.) Incidentully, " it's 
tcemin' "means that it is raining heavily and mould be understood 
all over Ulster. Swift used it in his Directions to  Servants .  
I 1  Teem out . . . tho ape into the tankard." A " noggin" 
(migin) is a wooden vessel made of tiny staves, one of which is 
longer than the others nnd forms the hnndle. n u t  t l ~ cvcsse!~ 
have now gone out of usc. If you a d n ~ ~ t  having " brnnrhan " 
(brachbn) for dmner or, u fnst doy, you are dubbed stingv Add 
vegetables, and call it h t i l  soup and it a t  once acquires a fine 
respectable flavow. A ''mmescal~n" of butter is a roll of 1)11tt 'r 
(measchn .) 

Boxty is a curious word, only heard, a s  far as  I can~nsccrtain, 
in Cavan and thle counties about it. I t  is npplicd to a kind of 
bread made of potatoes pulped by grating. Thc grated potatoes 
are strained through a. cloth, and then, with some flour added, 

, baked into a cake This cake is as  heavy as rubber. and, except 
f o ~the s t r o ~ g e s t  men, almost us indigest~ble. I t  is also callcd 
" rasp " in Longford, hut bosty in both Leitrim and Monaghan. 
At, the last Clones Agriculturnl Show, held i1?1 September, 1821, 
prizles were awarded for the hcst specimens of boxtey. Mliddly, 
or stumvy, is its name in Munster 111 East Cavan the term is 
also applied to anything mixed or brolren up, e.g., brolren, frcshlj-- 
cut turf. The r a m e  may be simplv a form of " bawd up " 
n~eaning mixed together or hrniscd together. This particular 
bread is rarely seen now in Cavan, hut " colcannon " still finds 
a place ir, tho menu ( d l ,  c n b l ~ g e ,  nnd ceannan, white-faced ) Thc 
white face is provirled hy the mashcd po t~ tocs .  This word is in 
use all over Ireland. A picce of pork or fresh nwat for broiling 
is with us a " grisltin " (griscin ) " Rroolr " (broc) is kitchen 
refuse. 
---- -- -- .-- - -
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The crucibka in wliich the tallow in the manufactu~e of rush 
candles was melted, was tlle " grisset." il like crucible was 
used in the manufactwe of counterfeit coin. The nrticle is no 
longer in us2 for either purpose, but a spendthrift is still some-< 
times told : " A body would want t o  keep the grisset on the fir4 
to  keep you going." It is unliltcly that  b e  expression is con-
fined to Breifny. 

" J3rosl:a " is firewood, and the ashes and e m h r s  with which 
the fire is raked (coverd) a t  night are called the " gre!esha " 
(griosaoh.) 4 dire t,hrca.t occasionally held over a provolring 
child 1)y l ~ i s  irritat!ed motJler is : " Jf you do that  agnin I will rake 
you behind the grecsha." 

I 'A woit " is a vessd like a sieve, but without holes, made of 
sheepskin stretclml on n n;ooclen hoop, and employed in winrow- 
ing corn. J t  is a.nother curions Cavan term, and is clcrived from 
an. old word meaning sltirl. A re~t~angulararticle, ~escmbling n 
basket, t l ~ r o ~ ~ g l l  which the potatoes are " tcenwd " is a loss~ti  
(losad, a basket,.) I t  is often seen hanging on the wall outside 
near the kitchen door. 

A stew is a " praughas " (pr:ic:is.) This is also the t:erm for a 
men1 the materials for which are hurriedly got together. The 
space ovcrhead on eit l lx side of the c h i m n q ~ ,  1)etwwn the bcam 
called thc mantel-f.rcc i1.11d tho wall, is the " forrnh " (forncha, n 
loft), and within this s p c e  may hc fonnrl mnnp articles of 1 1 0 ~ s ~ -  
hold and farm use., embracrd unrler tllc term " triosgan " 
(t,rioscnn, fui3nit8ure) or trumpcry. 

Row would the irnte farmer give vcnt to  his feelings on 
approaching his raided corn-ficlds, if h c  c?oulrl nol malce thc hens 
fl,y t o  tli- tJune O F  "hi ltearl; " (lr i  ccnrc)? Wo111d n d e s c ~ n t  into 
Enclish produce tlie desired ~ R c c t ?  I think not. In: chnsing 
goats tlr.? crjl is "hi gore " (hi gab11~~r):in the casc of pigs " hi 
mud: " (hi muc.) When calling pigs t , l~e  bribc. " dcoch. ileocli " 
(deoch, n drink) is nlwnys hclcl out in Cavan. The word is quite 
familiar to  u s  d l  in &he ulassic phrase " rl'eocli an d o r u i ~" (the 
stiwup c l ~ p ,  literally t8he drink : ~ t  the door.) 

Famni~zgO p c ~ a l i n n shave a vocabulary all their own. The 
farmcr :ilwaps snealrs of his " haggart " (a pliro Keltic word.) 
Swif,t. a s  might be !spectcd from one wl~o  spent mlich of his 
time in Cuwn, uscs the term hut spells it " haggard." Weh-
ster's Dictionary laborio~~slp derivcs it from two Anglo-Saxon 
roots," and declares the word obsolete. Bu t  the nsw Oxford Dict. 
nientiors it. It gives is origin as " or-art." I t ,  also inclurles in 
its 400,000 word8 " slane " and il few others! that follow in this 
paper. It, dectlarcs tlwm Anglo-Irish, but g2ems I;Q have had no. 

+ In the D~thlinPen .Town,rrT ( 1 8 3 L 7 ,  n. 282, notc) O'Donovan 
states that " Ilaggsrcl " is a corruption of L'ithla~~n,"which conlea frorr~ 
~ t h ,corn, ancl lann, a repository. 



Irish editor. Haggard is now a familiar term in most parts of 
Ireland. But  " loy " is a word peculiar to  the W. and N.W. of 
Ireland.% The labourer in purchasing a spade or "loy" 
(laid&) is careful to see that the head or blade possesses the 
correct degree of " toga1 " (tcigiill, lifticg.) This may be inter- 
preted the lifting capacity of the inlplement. Some spades have 
a " crisliean " (croisin, a small cross.) This is n'small piece of 
wood fitted on to the :si~cI of the handle so as to form a T. A 
worn-out spade or l r ~ i f e  is a " cuthy " (cutaidh.) His flail has 
the " middhilin" (E. Cavan), or " tug " (W. Cavan), or " gad" 
(Leitrim)-names for a very tough piecn of skin (genernlly PA 
or blaclc sally) which joins togetl~cr the staff and the " bowlteaen'! 
(buail, t,o strike), or " soople,"-and the " cappeen" (caipin, a 
covering.) His scythe-handle be calls by the old English name 
the " sned," and the two sinall contrivances on the. s n d ,  held in 
the liands \vh:-11 m o w i ~ ~ g ,  txe the "durnacns" ((lorn, n fist.) Jf hi: 
has but one horse he usually goes ploughing in " coer " (comhar, 
a mutual e s c h n ~ ~ g e  of labour) with a neighbour, or probably with 
one of his " clowr,eys " (ckeamhnas, relationship by marriage.) 
The leather band which crosses the horse's back and supports the 
draught chains in ploughing is called the " drioman" (drom, the 
back.) His ploush tnukes n " screc.13 " (scriob, ,z scrape) from cnd 
to end of the fisld, and the unto~icl~ed ribber, left aflter the last 
score (scbr, furrow) on each ridge he calls the " hintin." In  
parts of the county it is rather the " bone " or the jacksod ;but of 
late p a r s  as  potatoes are usually planked not in) ridges, but in 
drills, the thing and the term are d ike  falling into disuse. In  
thr) old method, a "stevEen " (stibhin), i.e., a pointed stick or 
shlre, with or without a step for the driving force of the foot as in 
the case of the loy, was often used to bore or " hoke " a hole in 
the ridge into which the seed-potato was dropped. This is very 
seldom seen nowadays. The process was called guqgering. 

To score lea ground for potatoes is t o  skin it. This appears to 
come from " scian," a knife. A " gawloge " (gabhlbg, n fork) 
is the  joinring of two ridges. This word occurs very freq~iently 
both in E. Cavan p1a.m-names and in every-day conversation. 
Even if he Days a little clear for his cow hd does not mind 
provided' he buvs her " socsy " (sonasach, lucky), and of a good 
" rate " (breed.) The rather common remark, " Tt isn't right," 
means much more than its near eauivalent, " I t  is wrong," and 
savours much of the mysterious. The high-class expression, "It 
is taboo," has much t l s  same force. as has also the semi-Irish 
nlirase, " It is a geiss," i.e., a prohibition. " I t  isn't right," for 
icstance, to cut down " lone " bushes. " It isn't right to lend 

' A lov cliffers from a spade. With the formcr the foot is 11sec1 in 
driving i t  into the soil. It is rnnch the hetter for heavy ground. Lnig-
hen, a diminutive nf the Triah word, siznifies n spenrhead, n-hence 
I~einster. 
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anything out of the house on May Day. On meeting a funeral 
" it isn't right " to procwd on your way without joining in tho 
cortege for a piece. "It isn't right" to dig a grave on a Tu;lsadny, 
nor is it " right " to dig up or injure a fort. I n  fact, it is most 
unlucky, and many are the dire consequences that are recited a t  
every fire-side a s  having followed post hoc if not p o p t c r  koc .  
" It isn't right," again, to  usc any but compliinentnry terms 
when re fe r r i~~g  t o  the fairies. Besides, there is no dearth of pro- 
pitiatory epithets to select from ; " the good people," " the .wee 
folk," " the gentle folk "-dl translations from t l ~ s  language the 
fairies love. " I t  isn't right " .to strike a person or beast wit,h a 
rod of the " boor-tree bush " ( b u s l h i d h )  or elder. Tlsare is a 
tradition in Cuvan, as there is i l l  England':' t h t  t l ~ e  Tr11e Cross 
was made of this timber. The origin of this strange tradition has 
nu foundation in fact, as microscopic !examination of the original 
wood proves. 10Leitrim you will be told that Juclas hanged 

, I~imsclf from a "boor- t~tx  bush," and the tree or bus11 is, in conse. 
quence, equally uncanny. Neither is it " right " to  drive ca,ttle 
with a holly branch; for I~olly, the old people say, was used a t  the 
sacred scourging. " 

A " pucog " (plichg, a. blind) is a mask made of boards, hung 
on the horns before a thieving corn's -eyes, to  prevent her brealr- 
ing bounds. There is no term for it in English. To  restrain 
goats from indulging in similar misc~liievous pranks (wholly to  
prevent them is impossible) their kegs are coupled together with 
" l a ~ g a l s" (langal, to  spancel.) A mall whose wife is a strict 
disciplinarian or a " tackle " (LAcla), ~voultl be said to be " well 
langled," and the phrase would nerd no commentary a t  a Breifnp 
kailey. A noose or running knot is invurialdg a " clul " Idol.) 
Hornless cattle are " mee!ensU (maol, hald.) I n  Ballintemple 
the outer shell of a cow's horn is c ~ l l e d  thc " sluc'e," and the 
" rind " or "gad," usually of tough black-sally, that slips up 
and d o w ~  the stake to which she is tied a t  night, is a "reehan. " 
I n  their e ~ r l g  days some old Cavan farmers still living never let 
out their cows t o  pasture on May morning unless there was twist- 
e.1 on each cow's tail a withe or gad of rowan tree twigs or
' , Itippercs " (cipfn.) This ensured milk and hrrtter against all 
malign influences for the ensuing season. Tn I;eitrinl this gad 
d:egenerated into a red thread. The practice was very wide-
spread. In  P a g ~ n  times, all over the Rritish Isles, tho rowan 
tree or mountain ash, also cnllccl the quiclren, wns a sacred tree 
of great mvstic virtues. T,arlv Wilcle has n little ahout i t ,  and 
Wood-Mnrtin a great deal. Joyce says it is a terror to fa,iries. 
(Social Historv. 1.-236.) 

The miller " uhills " the corn beforo finally grinding i t ,  n~v l  
t'he " shillin " is the corn divested of its huslc (scilige, shelling of 

* V! Chambers' noolc nj  Dny.9, 11.-322. 



corn.) A " lresh " (cois, a strip) is a temporary bridge over o. 
drain, a small river, or a soft b o g g ~  place. The spade for cutting 
turf is n " s h e  " (sleaghan.) T h ~ sis caller1 a "slawn" in Mnn-
ster. There are two varieties, the foot-slam with a wing to  it, 
and tho' breast-slnne without one. 'l'he former is the better w d  
speedier for cutting good dense peat a i d  is much oftener seen in 
Leitrim than in Cavarl. I t  would not nt all do for " spodach." 
These are light " fcscy " 1)rown turf of little value n,s fuel. 

I11 preparing for a drive or? a car or in a. trap we harness the 
when setting out to cart or p l o ~ ~ g h ,horse; 1 ~ 1 t  w e  descend to 

colloq~iial or Yrovincial English, put " the tacldirgs on," unrl 
" tackle to. " 

" Rartlog (bardcis, a basket) are w i c l i ~  basltets (or creels, 
HISO t~ (:.aelic word ; ijhe rope hy whicl! it is carried is still "eirish" 
ir! M~~llnhornr~)r~secl in pairs for carrying loads on an ass or 1 . o ~ ~ .  
The bottom is movable and is kept in place by a pin called a 
'' gowloge" (gn1)1116g, a fork.) Sometimes they were wooden 
boxes. Eardogs are very suitable for mountain districts. They 
are not often seen now, though t,here is a tradesman a t  Corru- 
fcan who is a first-rrrte hand a t  making a pair. They were qr~ite 
common in some districts bcfor:. the introclucti~r~ of cartfi, and 
that is not so long ago. h11- Bernard Fitzpntriclr, of Garrymore, 
beside Rnllinagh, is 01 years of age, and he remembers well 
when there was not a single cart in that townland, the largest in 
13ullinteinple parish. The first carts had solid ~vcroden wheels , 
slrorl with iron. Cars soon followed. The first seen in this 
r:cighbo~~rhoodwere callerl Commissary Cars, for what reaRon I 
am 11rdAe t80 esplain. They are said to  have come from County 
Monagl~sn. The present jaunting car is a developm!ent of the 
Commissary car, and is as much an in~provement on it a.8 is the 
latest push bicycle on the old " giraffe " or " bore-shalrer " of 
twenty years ago. Refore the ern of cars "pillions" (the T<eltic 
word is pillin) were in vogue, a.nd the wife going to fair or msrlirt 
n l w a ~ s  sat  in one behind her husband, the horsc! thus cnrryirg 
r2oubk. The iron frnmcs of pillions ma?; still b!e rlIscoverer1 about 
farmsteads, puzzles to  the prescnt generation as to what thev 
were used for. Bllt u ~ h o l s k m d  o m s  ar? very rare. Tlie only 
one we Itnow 01 is in Sh~.en:sh~vv n'luseum in Englanrl. 1%is 
labelled a. pillion. But  it majr be esnected thew are many still 
in Cavnn. A hundred years ago bardogs did all the fa,rm worlr 
for which carts are now employed. 

A slipe in Cayan is clrnwn on slitl.m, like a snow-sledge ic cold 
countries; it is used for drawing stones, or for drawing tr~rf from 
tlie pit t o  the " low bank " t o  dry. A " pike " of hay (pice) is a 
large edition of the meadow hay-cock. I t  is so called also in. 
Leitrim and we should expect el~emhere: " Hayriclts," I nm 
informed, are unknown in Armagh. 



Numerous are the words relating to Uiseuscs. 'l'he motucr 
says in " leisgale " (excuse l~i.~l~sc&il) for her boy's absence from 
school. " H e  took the " treilr " (treic, .whooping cough) that i s  
goin,g," or maybe, "He has a " bras11 " of slulmess," c brais, :I 

turn.) 01: course, if it wus a real " teem " (horn) of ~icli.less ho 
lr~igllt not be expected a t  scl~ool for a mouth a t  least. 111dood 
for that tirm he might be " douuy " enough ( d o ~ ~ a ,  poorly.) The 
word " brash " signifies a turn oi work as  well a s  01 illness. A 
pelason who enters u dairy wide cl~urning is going on is expected 
to take a brash. To neglect it would bz to lcave l~inlself open to 
suspicion, should the churning not turn out well. The word 
" '  sheal" (seal, u turn) indicates waiting one's turn to get work 
done, as in a mill. 

Soreness in the skin caused by c s p o s u r ~is " aereacl " (eidear.) 
Stiffness in, the wrist, due $0 over-exertion of it, is cttllecl t l ~ e  
" tawlach " (tlilach.) Epilcpsy is known as  the. falling sicknless 
or the blessed sickness, both 11ter~l  translations of Gaelic names 
for this affliction. What sensation and niysery there is in the 
!expression " he fell out of his stancling," i.e., he fainted. Com-
paratively tl, very weak statement indeed' is the  correct English 
u'quivalent, acd you feel m u c l ~  less sympatl~y for the sufferer. 
A man. may be SO afflicted that he is no longer able to go from place 
to place, but in Cavan we would say of him, 11e has lost the walk. 

The phrase " to bury a sheaf " for a person is all that rcmains 
of an unworthy practice, now almost forgotten. I t  consisted in 
getting a sheaf of corn, and, after " waking " it like a corpse, 
and sticking it all over with pins, a t  -the joints of each stalk, bury- 
ing it with funeral rites in the nume of some deteskeil person, 
usually in or near an old fort. Such person was supposed to 
wither away 2s the sheaf representing him witlrsred, and certainly 
lie was bound to die within twelve months. I t  was cursing by 
action. There are inany persons still living in County Cavan 
who witnessed the burying of ths sllenf. Some of thenl stoutly 
nia.intain1it always did its nlol.l{, and they give instances. Sni-
mals are sometimes " overlooked " by specid unlucky people 
with "tlre evil eye," and sometiiiies even by ordir?,ary individuals 
who do not say, "God bless them " mheu t~pproacliing. The over- 
loakiug is cancelled, a t  least in tlle former case, by burning the 
letters of th.e suspecLecl person's r?curic. under the affected nni-
m a r s  head. To malie assurance doubly sure, tlie whole alphabet 
is burned. A child's primer is the usual sacrifice. As it con-
tains all the Fetters it admirably answers the purpose. 

The craw Cree (crddl~ croidhe, torment of heart) is a strange 
complaint. I t s  diagnosis, according to a certain, old lady gifked 
with "the cure " for it, was peculiar. I t  was quite independent 
of sg'mptoms, and in no way a t  the mercy of the guessing and 
inferring and fvquent  blundering of our medical practitioners, 
wise and experienced and all though tliey b.. I t  was this. If 



the patient was relieved by (or after) the course 01 treatmenl, 118 
liud the craw cree, and there was no ui~stake about it. B u t  if the 
cure proved of no avail he hadn't the uraw Cree a t  all. I n  tlie . . cure " an elaborate experiment generally with an empty 
tumbler is performed A burning piece of paper is placed in the 
tumbler mhicli is the11 clappmed down on the invalid's chest. There 
is wonder when (owing to  a simple law of nature) the tumbler 
" sticks," and wonder again, and great wonder, when i t  gives o 
loud report on being pulled off. The ill~..ess may in reality be 
nothing rnore than simply palpitation following over-smoking. 
l'opular belief, however, has it that it is due to a bone pressing on 
the heart. As to tlie word, sornetilires cree craw ancl solnetimes 
craw Cree is heard. As lo  the illress itself, I am glad to say it 
lins all but disappeared m these parts. -

People with sore eyes sometimes cornplain of a brawliilleach 
(brachadl~ shGileacli.) Brackiadh (pron. braucliaw) is rnatter dis- 
charged from a boil or tumour, and sGil is an eys. Hence the 
compound word. 

Words of o p p ~ . o b r i u mor c o w l e m p t  rare very much in cviclence. 
A diminutive person is an. " arcan " ( a r d n ,  a dwarf) ;but should 
he be of growing age lie nia: yet hope to give an " arcan's leap." 
The smallest "banniv " (banbli) or piglet of a litter is also " the 
orcan," and it is a curious fwt that i11 England, too, in almost 
' a e r y  shire lie has a distinct nauie's In Leitrim, and pcrhaps 
further West, a weakling, man or beast, is still a Dunaun. This 
is aD interesting term as it recalls the Declannans ml~om the 
Milesians conquered. I n  Cavan t h  word is known but I have 
not henrcl it used recently. 

As " cute as Gallogly," would once have been fully understood 
in most parts of this county. Gallogly was for long Governor 
of Cavan gaol, ancl his experience of the w a p  and wiles of those 
entrusted to him was so full and varied, that he woulcl be a cun- 
ning prisoner indeed that could either deceive or outwit him. The 
expression is now meaninglnss escept to the grandfathers still 
amongst us. Tlit11, of course, does not necessarily imply n close 
acquaintance on their part mifh tlic gentleman mentioned. In  
Leitrirn, as " cute as  cut-tlre-sacks, " is the corresponding pro-
verb. I t s  origin I am unable to conjecture. ' '  'Cute for astute 
purists still frown upon-but uselessly. 

'Thus $ i s  " the reclcling " in Lincolnshire, " the retlinq " in Staff-
ordshire, the ratling " i n  Shropshire,- " the pitman " In Norfolk 
(Notes and Queries, 12 S. VIIT., 331, 3,6, 417, 435, etc., etc.) Just 
as In Ireland every county in England, too, has its peculiar words wcl 
phrases. For many shires they have been carefully gathered together 
and printed in  local Glossaries. A Mrs Hewitt, dor instance, published 
ill 1892 " The Peasant Speech of Devon " after spending a quarter of a 
celitr~ry collecting the materinls. 



Everybody everywhere is iallliliar with t l ~ z  word " ;~ l l~adan"  
(amadiin, a fool.) An untidy woman is a "sril" (sruoil.) A tramp 
is a. shuler (siubllaladoir, a walker.) h motller will tell her cross 
child not to put up Ilis " spreeca " (spriamhas, a frown) when 
spoken to. A "gad" is a slow person In speech or movement, a 
"fustar" the direct opposite. A person shows displeasure or dis- 
gust facially by "putting a 'cor' on him" (cor, o twist.) "Ciam" 
a'pd "gameril " are espressior~s for a soft Soolish person. The 
phrase "through-other," unlike most idioms of expression, sug- 
gests its meaning if analysed. I t  is much more frequently heard 
and perhaps better unclerstood than "very confused," an English 
equivalent. It is a translatio~l of tLt: Gaelic tri n-a cli6ile. When 
"gabby " pcople inclulge in n long-drawn-out conversation they 
are said to have a "seanachas" (seanchas, a conversation) ; and 
one who gives away secrets on such a n  occasion is a "clash " 
(clamhshn, complaining.) About Kinlougl~ a. visitor would be in- 
vited to "Sit down and give us your bunraun," i.e.; your budgst 
ol news. The word is a localism, confined, as  well as I can dis- 
cover, to  t,hat district. I t s  primary meaning is "grumbling." 
The word " thrape," heard, ax far as  I can ascertain, only in Ctzvan 
und Leit,rini, is old Englisli. 'VThe expression " Ire thraped it on 
me, " or oftener " he thraped it dowll my throat, " means that 
ha insisted on convincing me  of: something 1 lrnew t,o be untruo, 
or out-talked me with nonsensical gibberish. " l ~ ~ a m e i s "  
(rhilnis) is the term applied to a series of co~lfused statements, a 
rigmarole. The word is us'ed by Col. Ly~lum of "Jrlick Al'Quaid" 
fame, and is far from being a pure Breifnyis~n. A won1a11 who is 
always scolding is said to be a "barge " (very likely bairseac.) I t  
corresponds in sense with " ballyrag," which is heard every-
where, though t8he derivation just assigned is open to question. 

A grumpy unsociable person I once or twice heard well described 
us ' ( montach, " and a poor stammering speaker as vcry "guttagh" 
Eoth are  pure Iris11 words not often, it is to be hoped, needed. 
Tlre orator borrows his telling phrases frorn Sllaliespeare or thc 
Bible; the Irish peasant frorn the old tongue. 

That repulsive-looking insect of llle beetle tribe, tllc English 
name for which is the chafer or the devil's coacll-horse, is referred 
to b'y C~uvan folk as the. "daol" or the "dearg daol." To call a spite- 
ful person a daol is the very essence of opprobrium. And no won- 
der, for the old people tell the following piece of folk lore concern 
ing i t :  "When Our Lord was being pursued by His ellerni!es, I I e  
passed one duy tllrough a field where some men were sowing 
corn. Nest day the corn was ripe, ar,d the reap'ers were a,slted 
by Our Lord's pursuers if H e  passed the way. They replied that 

" Jalmson's Dictiouarp. A very olcl Dictionary, dateless, by the Rev. 
James Harclay, which his relercnce assures us 1s " complete and uni-
V O I ~ . ~ , "says of I' TO Threap '' th t~t  it is " a country worcl, Henoting 
lo argue much 01- contcd. Dro11t6uses it in 1Vutheving Heights. 



Hc passid when they were sowing tlla corn. The " daol," it is 
said, t l ~ m  pointed with his tail in t,he direction in which H e  went. 
'1'11e story may col~don:~ an Irish rhyrnster's crueltg who declared : 
" I s  Pearr daol a losgadh na aoine trosgadh "; i.e., "It is better 
to  I~urn a daol than fast on a Friday." 

The robin, unlike the wren, is a bird that is well liked. No boy 
would dare "peg a stone" a t  i t .  There is an old saying that if 
you killed one you never would have luck should you live for a 

a.sthousand years. Everybody refers to it alfe~t~iont~tely " the 
poor robin." Indeed in these parts it sounds quibe pedantic to 
speak of i t  either simply a s  the robin or as  the robin redbreast. 
Old peopke tell a very pretty story about the robin that, as  it was, 
doing its best to pull the sharpest thorn out of t , l~e Cro~vn on our 
Saviour's head as  H e  was hanging on the Cross, a dtop of the 
Sacred Blood fell on it and crimsoned its breast. Mainly to this 
bit of folk lore may be attributed the respect it everywhcrr: en-
joys. 

I n  reality it is a perky, very conibativse little article. I n  Irish 
it is happily named the " spideog," which may be translated the 
spiteful sprite. Hence when a "growri-up" rebufls a n  overfor- 
ward or quarrelsome joungstcr with, " Go 'long you wee ' spi. 
deog,' you," the urchin feels it like a slap on the face. 

Note, that i r l  scoldjng, the pronoun, as in the example just 
given, is always repeated. This, again, is an Irish idio~n pecu- 
liar to ballyragging or " moguing " (magadh, making fun of.) The 
latter is an Irish word which .survives in every-day parlance onl? , 
uioug Lough Melvin in North Leitrim. The Cavan " malra 
rathers " is a puzzle. Bu t  recollect that in Irish "reSidhfeGir " 
(pr. raythor) is a pencen~akcr, and the lrey to i t  a t  once drops into 
your hand. 

One born a t  Whitsuntide is celled in E. Cavan a " kin keshu 
(Cingise, Whit Sunday.) With him " it is not right " to quarrel,. 
as  11is blow is u ~ l u c k y .  Water, too, is to be avoided until after 
this period, and " so signs on it," a grcat many boating and bath- 
ing accidents occur about then. On W l ~ i t  Sunday it  is the proper 
thing to wear some new article of dress. A " caday " is a good- 
for-nothing, nrho goes < '  cadayii~g" (shelling) about. The Scot- 
tish dialect, owing to historical causes, adopt.ed many French 
wcr-.!-. This is the Preucl~ cadet. Whether it came to  ;IS ?:i~ 
N. Britain with the Plantation (cp. the caddie in golf), or directly 
through newspaper influence, it is difficult to determine. "Faux- 
pa.s," with U S  disgnised as  "poo-paw," presents a like diEculty. 
" Gossoon," usual in Breifny, is also French (garcon.) " Cub " 
has an equal vogue in Leitrim. Both are asupplanting-.by " kid-
or kiddie " even for well-grown boys. Neither is preferable to 
gossoon. In  thse last two the significance is lost; 
t,hcy are " worn out " metapllors. A " skoobeen" ,is 
the final ga,mc a t  a card party wllcn the  pool u s  



\\,ell ;IS the slalics are pli~j*erl for (scuab, to s\vccp. ~ o i n p r e  Eng-
lislr swibcpstalte.) liencging a t  c d s  (as to tllc word) is ui:ltnonm 
in England. A c l u ~ r ~ s yperson doc;; 11is work ill u " ltiotau" 
fashion (oiotach, left-11ardecl.j 111 North Lcitrirn tl~c! pronounce 
it Ititoge. The v-ord will not bc found ill  English clic.liouarics, 
I)ut is \\-ell understood in, inost yurts of Ireland. You lla\le not 
tlic right " gohaw " of work on . ~ o u  (gotha, appearance), is n 
reproof oft's. earned by one not over foucl of his 1)11siiiess; a d  
\ \ . l~en worli is procxtling with vigour and entllusinsui :!!ere is 
said to be "rec raw " (rird, reve1ry)~on tllc plaw. By  t,hc \ray, a 
farmer's lioine is invnriably referred to as " his placc "; :I Iiouse 
a ~ ~ dplace, a pli~cc of three cows or " sum " (a tllrcc-cow inrill), 
a snug place, are cornmon expressions. A " mehill " (~ucitlieal) 
menns, in E. C'aval?,, as in LeiLrim, u party wllo, for instance, 
gutlier thc crops of a. person who is ill or otlierwise p1.cse11t.d from 
doing the \sorlr. A pcrson who is lazy and relies on 11:s Yriencls 
t o  till his farm is a mahaler. A marl who is unpopular 2nd col?r 
s q u e n t l y  despised is a. " screbban "--burnt bread which somc-
times rernains a t  the bot.tom of an  oven is the screb1)ail. il lazy 
troublesome person is a "sgrios." People would saji 11':: is "a bad 
thing. " " He is a cautior?,," 100lislike English, st,ill, thc word 
(caitllsin) is Irish for a crafty tricky ,person. As now understood 
it is rather flattering than otherwise, for it lnearls 11;. is son-IC-
t,l~ingof a woncler. N o t l i i ~ g  would "hnc" llim (bac, I~ i~ idc r )  is a 
claar coinplinient tjo LI man 's  cournge. Althongli [,lIse word "law- 
chey " (liighczchaigl~e) is also complirnenlary, for it llleillls plea- 
sant-spolten, free and friendly, still it  is occasionally used sarcas-
tkally ol a person who goes a bit, of the. way wil,l~ escryonc. 
Wllrether bo is a " lawchey creature " is pra.ise or blainc will be 
easily uuderstood from the speaker's way uf saying it. 

In  matters of personal appcarancc and Dress wc Ilow "brogues 
(brcig, a shoe), cawbeen " (ciibin, a hat . )  13otJ1 n.ords are, I 
believc, also l~ea rd  in most otJler couiltics of Ii*elaild. The for- 
mcr, too, is now :i recognisecl trade teriri for slroug sor\,iceab!c 
boots. W e  always tie them with " wl~angs." Tlic word is 
found in l'rov. l h g l i s l ~ .  Ncithcr to " trihcans," " sl~onccn" 
({ittle John), " l'm~dcon " (little l 'atj,  etc. ,  can 13rciln.y lay an 
csclusivc claim. I n  Roscoirimon you n~igll t  hciu a b o ~ ~ ttllc 
cliild's "coateen " or " hateel! "; t hew and further \\I. the  dim. 
ericling " e'en " gets rather nlucll to do. Untidy ncck wear is call-
ed a s1jg6n-literally a straw rope. "L'lailiecn " is n shawl. 

Many common Wcrds  crnd Plnnts are called by their Gaelic 
Iianl'es. The ribwort is the " slanlus " (slhnlus, health Ilerb, 
from its healing properties) ; a leaf c h c w d  and placcd on a w o u d  
stops bleeding. Fairy finger is a literal translation of the Gaelic 
name of the foxglove (indaraciin sidhe.) Hcrb Robert, used still 



for blood murrain in cattle, is called " crow dearg " (crobl~ clear%.) 
Coltsfoot is "spunk " (sponnc.) The daisy is the "posey " 111 

J3. Cavan; elsewhore it is the " noneen" (ncii~in.) "l'ressaugl~" 
(praisaacl~ bhuidhe, cl~arloch) is derived from a Latin wor& 
brrissica, meaning wild cabbage. The primrose is 411e " share 
keen " (snmhaircir,.) The well-lrnown sitfast is alwaycj the "far- 
anran " ( fearbhh.)  The rag-weed is the " bohalawn bwsee" 
(buacl~altin buidhe.) Hyde tells of a long,poen~ in an Irish &lS. 
in the R.1.A. which describes a fairy hunt 111 nrhicl~ the pcst 11in1- 
self took part  sweaping alougside the fairy troupe with great ra- 
pidity through half Ireland, " 1.2 with nothing under but a ycllow 
bollalaw~~."'" Dr.  Hyde nlay be claimed for Ureifny for 
his grandfather was for over 40 years Rector of Mollill, .arxd 11e 
must have often ancl often lleard this term in Leitrim, where 
nothing e!se is used, if not elsewhere. 

If one has the misfortune to tread on the " fargortl~a (f'c:ur 
gorta, hunger grass), a mysterious kind of fairy grass, his plight 
is indeed a sorry one ; violert pangs of hunger ensue, his l in~bs  

.refuse to  move ancl 11e lies down and dies, unless he gets some- 
thing to eat. I t  is said to grow where someone has eaten wit11 
out, dropping a crumb. This oversight anwered the 'yood pt c -
ple." Belief in such tl~ir,gs is " pistroges3 ;  (pistrebg, belief ill 
magic, etc.) The Fear-gorta (man of hunger) 1s also persa~~ified 
as an  .emaciated pl~nntom. Better not me-t him. .I\ pvtcto 
which 11as lain in the ground during winter and hns become frost- 
bitten is a. " stag " (stag611,a frost-bitten potato.) I n  appearance 
it is p d e c b ,  but. it is uselcss as  wed or food-it is deceptive. 
Consequently a traitor or " renager " of 11ia principles is nppro- 
priately ~ t y l e d  a " stag." Slnall potatoes a r s  called " poreens " 
(pbirin), in heitrim "poteens. " 

Miscellaneous-Which of 11s has not used or heard, on the rc-
c ~ p t i o n  of dire tidings, the exclamation, "~nyaw (mi tidl~), and 
how rrlany are aware that  they are then speaking Gaelic? I t s  
meaning is ill luck (mi iidh.) A Cavan man " strikes out " on a 
journey, a d  if his business is u rgenwhe  never cries " crack " 
(crioch, end) till he reaches his destination. H e  may assurc you. 
" l t  is all as  one (all the same) for me t o  go me  lone (go alone)"; or \ 

t l ~ a t"I'd disly (I 'd as  lief-I had as  lief, and obsolescent a t  that) 
Imve somebody with m e  to shorten the road," i.e., he would r,ttlwr 
prefer company. H e  may " think i t  hard " (be unwilling) to set 
out, but if ~t" be to  be " (if 11e must), well, he puts his right foot 
foremost t The steep hills before him Ilt. will be apt  to call 
4 ' braes," a word ssldom heard in the Sout l~ .  A Leitrim nian 
will be sure to refer t o  the little glens he pnssas as " arts." 

" l f ' u i ~y n ~ ~ dFolk Tdes, etc., Ymts, p. 324. (Mr. Scott, Pub . ,  Co. Ltd) 
t These five locnlisl~~sare adapted from a co~lmeut in the Ai~glv-Celt .  



Curiously, the  great cutling, a. ruile outside of C~\ ; i ln  ~ O \ V Uon tllc 
Virginia Uoad, ~vhich drains L1i2 Greeo Lake alollgside the  race- 
course, is "T'le Alt." 'l'llis cutting has a Iiistory all to its&. 
" Ye " as tile plural of "you" is as 1~1arlied a Lcitriinisln a s  is 
tile. word alt. il very pretty custom observed by cllildrcn is that, 
of llo!ding ;an a1 frosco tdast of eggs on l h s t e r  Sunda~! .  The eggs, 
cooked arid eat2n 011 the  occasion, are received irorn Ihe "gromrr 

7 3 ups as presents, and arc called clud6gs. This word is heurd 
0111~1in Chvan. 

In North Leitrim y o w g  boys catch blackbirds arid thrushes in 
he winler time willl a " bird-cradle "-a trap made of boor-

trea (elder) branches. I n  Cavan the sanic trap is used, but it is 
6 ' known as a claven." Elsewhere it is a " crib." Gliabh is a 

basket or cage, and cliabhtin, a sri~all basket, cage, cradle-
(O'Urien's 1.  Ditty.) Hence, it is ilatelligiblc how " claven " 
has passed into t11s finglish spcech of the people, al~cl is applied 
generally to articles of basket work. 

I n  Leiirinl, again, school-boys still play " coma11 ,> ( c a m h . )  
In Cavall they play 11urlirg or hurley-subst,antinIly the same 
ga,me. The game of coman, like the game of ulldss, is of t l ~ c  
lligllest autiquity in Ireland. I t  was played by tlic little pagan 
cl~ildrell 1800 years ago. Cahir Nor  was ~nonarch of I i ~ ~ l a n r lin 
tlie 2nd cel!.tury. Wllcn dying he left Crinithan 50 I~urlirig balls 
of l m s s  and as many brazen cornan. Elis will is preserved in thc: 
I3ook of Leean.':' 

A 1ittl.s girl is a " gearcaile " (gearrchailc) in rliost parts of 
.Urcifny. She is a. "girsha" in E.  Hreifny. To "prog," rncans 
to steal or pilfer. A bailiff's Lemporary ~ulder-servant is a 
' ' gripper." I n  the  imposition and collection of couuty cess, 
Cavan in 1699 hit on a system all its ow?. The unit for taxation 
laid down \vas t8he "carvagh," consisting of :r little ovsr 346 acres 
ol arable l a d  I Tho who!c cor~nty contained, 01. was supposed to 
csntain, 8,000 car~aglrs ,  i .e . ,  rougllly 1,000 per 1,aror;y for its 8 
l)aronies, Loughtee being 1.eckonctl as two. 'I'l~us I s  per ci~rvagh 
yielded -401). The s~.s tc in  ctisapp-arcd about tlic beginning<of the 19th c e r ~ t ~ ~ l r y  and is now a111iosL f 'o~~gottcn.  " l 'ay your 

7 ,curvtbgl~," survives. I3ut it 1.0longer nicur~s ' ' 1 ' ; t ~)our cess. 
1t means, Pay  your share, or take your part .  I t  is a pure 
Camnism. 

I ' To give a ca\'eat " about a persor?, means to tell sonietliing 
which, very likely, will do him disservicc. Caveat (a Latin word) 
really means with us secret iniormat,ion imparted as to a friend- 
e.g. ,  if a person tries t o  borrow money from another, and if a 
neighbour tells on him that  he is already in debt, a caveat is p ~ ~ t  

'Dublin Penny Jo~lrnnl, Vol. I, p. 95. 
t Coote devotes eight pages (6-14) to an explanation of the intricacies 

of the system ill his  Stot. Survey.  



in against, the prospective borrower. This l-ethnical, legal t e r u  
is adopted into popular parlance in Cavan alone, as  far as  1call' 
filjd out. Bu t  "I can take my dairy," ll~uy be heard a t  fair o k  
market, to  use a n  Americanism, all OVW. I t  is a popular way of 
sayiug, " I can make my affidavit." A corpse is usually a 
' 4 c o r ~ ~ . "A burial or funeral is a " beryll" (pronounced berl.) 
The. old English "hot" is used occasionally a s  past tense of hit. 
'I'lri: use of " a t  me,"  for I have (sgam) is still to be heard. in 
CLIV~II; slid the usa of " on me," for "in spite of rny efforts," is 
1 ery general (o~m).  J3spressions like, "the cow died on me, " 
" Llra horse fell OD me," are not always to be interpretecl liter- 
ally. Tlle word "call" (chl, necessity) is very generally used for 
llccessity all over Ireland; but a t  least in J3. Cavan and N. Leit-
rim it ilreans authority-e.g., " What  call have you to cross this 
field?" says an irate farmer wlien he means to ask " What right 
litlve you :''I Such an espressio~, as  " Lipton's ones," i.e., Lip- 
ton's fanlily or people, obtains in c.onversation everywhere in 
Ureifng. Uut it is not confined to Breifny. A h  Eushe in his 
History of Arior~ayl~u,tc,just publisl~ed (p. 69) notes its presence iu 
that county, and states, " l t  is a free tra,nslation of an old Irish 
idiom. ' ' 

" I am not. ' great ' with them ";" H e  got his death of cold "; 
" I was in my second sleep "; " W h i ~ t  way are you?" "Wllat is oil 
you 1)" "lt's s good way on you"; "k'rom the bottom of nly 
licart "; "From all arts nud parts " (Aird, direction)';-all 
literal translations of Gaelic expressions-are conlmon througli- 
out Ureifny. 

I 1l l l e  following aclditional words are also fairly common-suig 
(to cut,  apparently old English); glug (empty sound); graip (a. 
four-pronged fork, gr6pa) ; bunty (bun, the tail) ; guff (gutll, 
voice); lrusog (cuscig), a sbem of a plant; brackid (breuc, speck- 
led) ;clib (a, colt) ;stl~armogues,old stories (stair, history) ;cabbage 
is kale, bog is moss, and moss itself is fog, in Selturbet district; 
boreer, (b6thuiri1-1, small road) ;puss (pus, a lip) ; mill (mill, de-
stroy); gustog (gasthg, cabbage stem); clawljar (clJbar, mucl of 
the road) ; gant (geant, t o  yawn) ;sgone (sceCn, startle) ; bodach ' (l)oclach, u churlish fellow) ; basog (bas v, rt slap) ; puck (poc, u 
blow) ;avic (Amhic, 0 son) ;moc (mac, q flat-c o) ; plamas (p lahn .~ ,  
lery) ;g i ~ t h r i ~(giostaire, a talkative old man.) The home-brewed 
drink linown as " potheen " (poitin) is often pronounced potlieen 
in Cavan. This k sound of t is peculiar to Cavan Gaelicda.g. ,  
" teine," ia fire, is pronouncecl lceine. This peculiarity is carried 
into thc pronunciation of some English \vords like " frigbec.,"' L tune," "tube," "tumour," qhich may be heard @yonounccd as 
" frighken," "cune," "cube," "cun~our." 

'* ~ ~ . - - l l u ~ ~ n s , - "a7 the airts t h o  w i d  call I J ~ O V J . "  



W e  in nreifny are inclined t o  say, some walked, mom came on 
bic~cles-not others came;  that  n'Ir Smith has a power of 
1lor.m-not, a great m a n y ;  that  it is a blustry, haslry (sense, d r ~ )  
( ~ 1 : cl lough~ (droch, bad) day-not a winrly, dry,  or wet one;  that, 
nrr  Jones is going to join the world-not going to get  married, or 
IIP is "in swithers " about it, i.e., in a dilemma. 

W e  never speak of a little fellow, he is always a "nw" fellow ; 
nor do we say a lad is swift but souple. Thc chorus of a song is 
thc "carant " (cantuireacht, chorus-singirg.) Tlxn man of t ! i ~  
1io11se is alwnys " himself," a s  is his wife, " herself," a d  crw- 
iously enough the  Greeks used autos (himself) in a p.erkctl~7 
similar way. 

,-

Agnin, just as individuals have fnvourite words in t h e ~ ~ .  rocnb-
ulary so have particular districts. The favourites may be l w r d  
elsewhere, but not so  often. A AIullagh m a r ,  for instance, :)s 
you are driving your horse d o n g  the  road will urga vou to 
" sweetin him up a hit." H e  means to tell you maltc 11-irn trot 
out more brisltly. I n  the  Fcrmanagh part of Kilniore " odious " 
is n s  oxerworlted as is " terrible " everywhere, and doubly ovcr- 
worked for it has to do duty  a s  an adverb and a n  acljectivc. -4bo1it 
the famous Swnrlinbar spas, for inshncc ,  on n pouring wet, clay 
should a ladv arldress yo11 most lilte1,y it will be, "It is awf~llly 
n-el, " ;  should a professional gentleman it ~ 1 1 1  simply bc "It is 
vcr:? wet "; brrt should a plaiv peasant, it 1s Cairlv sllrc to be, "It 
is odious wet." .\countrv man mag d s o  remark. "It is an odious 
fine dav." or even slioulrl the occas:or! call for it,  " It is n high 
odiolls fine day." Should hc exclaim, " It is :1 ' sevcrdiblc ' 
finc day," lang11ag~ can no f r~r ther  go in nrnise of the  weather. 
This is the sl lnerlat i~c of euwllence ; but mnlte surc he is quitc 
serio~ls. 

The derivation of "sevenrlible " as  well a s  of " hake " ir such 
espress'ons ns I t  is not worth a hate (heard throughout I3lseifny) 
may be left to those learued in recondite etvmology. Not worth 
a "sn3eeput1i " corresponds to it in Arniagl~;  not \vortli n "trn-
ncen " (traithnin, stem of plant) everywhere else. 

A large number of our peciiliar words- i P , of words in coni-
mon use amonqst us and l i ronn along our borrlcrs, nnd even per- 
llnps he~7ond them, b11t which would strllte a n  ordinary crlucnteri 
stranger-mill be folind in Scottish Glossnrics and are  quite fnmi- 
liar to rewlers oE Burns. Some of these, such ns brae, brash, 
clash, creel, 141,  cutty,  gnb, boortrce, etc., hnve been already 
roticerl. Others-bannock, for instance, whirs  (furze), causey 
(cnrrse\vav or strca2t), rowtin' (lowing, said of a cow and the usual 
tc:m ;n Leitrim) ltinlc (a fit cf couqhing or la11ghi11g)-rorlsirlcra-
tion of s?ace forbids us  to do more khan mention, 



These are certainly not "loan words" of recent importation 
Are they due to the Scottish elemenl in our midst? or rather may 
their presence in both c o u r t r i ~ s  bc accounted for by the fact lha t  
the Irish and Scotch, originally brothers ir, language as well 
a s  in blood, have both borrowed independently from practically 
the  same source? This is a question I merely state,  but  do  not 
a t tempt  to  answer. 11s k n r h g  upon i t ,  i t  mill he found that  Scot- 
ish terms arc move numerolls in Leitrim thnn in Cavan, nrd  this 
is what the  history of tlic last few hl~ndrcd years would lend Ira 
t o  expect 

I n  the.sanle connection it has also to  be borne in rnil>rl that  
th:. ~vllolc of England mas once Celtic, nor in fact did tlit ('eitic 
langllage wholly die out i r  it till t he  last quarter of the  1YSh vvn- 
tury." Celtic speech still lives upon the map  of Rnglard,  in 
i t s  riverq, mourtains,  and towns, and tllrough them tdh ;+s r x n  
tale. B u t  lwsicle~, as with 11sthe  ngricultuml terms useil in Eng. 
land arc lnostl,v Celtic t I n  a fcw cases-basltet, crook, 
Itiln, arrow, mattoclc-thcr are the very same as me Il:.va, Ynr 
this identity, again, there are the two possible e\-plari~L'~.na 1:1st 
nllrided to 

Another fairly large class of words wl~ich are pecrilinr in the 
secse above esplain'ed mill h e  found to  have the  n u t h ~ r i t ~ v  of Old 
English clnssics. Shcligh, 1 ditch, childrc, and hgre (om ordi- 
nary term for a cow-house), are examples. Leaving out the  old 
tongne's influence, t,he same is true of w r y  m a n y  of ollr fairlv 
popular pronllncintions; " say," for instnrcr,  for " sen, I ,  ' L  clane" 
for " clean," " f o i ~ ." for "finr." Rot'h cliaractci.isticn are du r  
t,) o w  conservatism in holding on t,o the olrler forms first llrard or 
len.rned-the Ecglish of about Slialtesp~eare's time-whereas on 
tho other side of the  Irish Sen the  f a s l h n  is changing erer,v day,  
: ~ tleast with the educated. Our pec~iliarities-and cnch coun tp  
has a, few all it's own-arc often called v~~lga r i sms .  Whether we 
repudiate the  aspersion contnin~cl in th4ebefoulirg term or not, a.t 
all events the  vnlgarisms are q l~ i t eof izs n111c.h int,crrst t o  tho finti- 
qlln.ry a s  t,o the philologist. 

As yet  the  study of such has in Trcland received but scant 
nttentioc. B u t  when those specially%~longing to cnch cormty \ 

+ R e v .  Isaac Tn.ylor. N . A . .  writing in 1865 pivcs 1777. " within the  
lifetinlo of living men " a s  the date O F  its extinction. V his Tcrrtls nnd 
Plnces-London, J f a r m i l l a ~ ~and Co., 2nd ed. .  p. 242. 

t Do. ,  p. 160. 

2 " It neither grew in styke nor ditr l~ 
Nor yet  in any shengh. 

n u t  at  the  gates of Paradise 
That bid; grew fair eneumh. 

-Tho \Fife of Usher's M7ill. 



are garnxed up, and when they are compared with those already 
collected for most shires of England, i t  mag he possihle to obtain 
an hteresting sidelight of some value as to whcther it. was Suffolk 
0:. D ~ v o n ,  for i n s h r c e ,  that  supplied the E u g l i ~ h  colonists of a 
luirlicular localitg in Irelnnd. 

A s  a lost Ereifnian charactxistic that  strilies strangers I should 
not like to leave out  the Si~equenc,y with which tihe name of tl~r! 
Deity is on their lips respectfully a r d  plxyerfully. Two inrita?ices 
may suf'iice. On a warm summer day you will accost the  man 
you meet on the r0a.d with, " 'Tis a fine day, John." The  1-e 
t,urn of your d u t s  is sure to hc,  " I t  is, glory be to God!" Again, 
when a f ~ r m e r ' s  day's digging and delving is over lie !hl'.ws down 
his sytde, takes off his cap allcl rsclaims, " Thanks be to  God," 
or " Thanks $e to God for another day." Such expressions, i f  
vulgarisms, are v~ilgerisms in the, best sensc. Such distinguish- 
i1.g pcculiaritiea, at, least, I have no desire t o  see ousted or done 
nway in 13reifny O'Rourke or Breifny O'Reilly. 

PETER M A R T I N .  



EXHIBITS AT THE FOURTH MEETING, 
17th OCTOBER, 1921. 

I t1. Head of an ancient St0110 (J~cJ~s.is 18 inches high, 
beaut,ifully carved froct R I I ~back. TI12 top and right tlrm arc 
broken off, but the left a rm is intact,. I t  is a " Keltic" Cross and 
the circle is pcrfect, a s  is also the figurc. As it is lloped to  lmvc 
illustrations of it in thc nes t  Journal, a molo minute description 
may be postponed. 

This relic was discovered in Trinity Island in Octol-m, 1921, by 
R,EV. Dr .  Comey after a great search. I t  cap. hardly be doubted- 
but it belongecl to the  Abbey of Holy Trinity, thee ruins of which 
arc! on the island. I t  is a good deal weathered and most likely 
it stood in the open for centuries sorncwhwre near the cht~rcli .  
The shaft may yet I)e found. Judging from the sizc and finish of 
the  part recoverecl it originally must have heen a very fir.c cross. 
As no other ancient stonc cross is now known of as esist irg in 
County Caran this discoverv is of unique interest. 

Tlre Abbey in question according to  the PF.N. was fonnded 
about Christmas, 1237, according to  the  Annnls of Boyle in 
1238. B u t  these dates mny be reconciled. Archdall, indeed, 
also gives 1249 as a n  alternative d a t e ;  hot, what is unusual with 
him, ha quotes no authority for it.  Doubtless hc follmved Ware 
who assigns 1249 alone (Antiq. p. 272. B u t  t,he,y 1111 nclino\~~- 
l idge it was C!larus (or Clnros) i\~Iibloylin O'i\doillcl~onr!~, Arch- 
d e x o n  of Elphin, tha t  "brought thc, white canons of the  order 
of Premonstre " (a branch of the Agustinians) from hug11  Key, in 
Iioscommon t,o Lough Ougliter in Cavan. Clams, according to 
D'Alton's Annals of  Boyle,  died in 1241, but O'Currg's version 
gives 1251. (AfSS. Mat.  p. 108.) Clarus was also the  founder or re- 
founder of t h e  parent Ahhey of Lough Key ir! 1215-a monastery 
existed thew in 1700. Both inst,itutJions welts called t\hl)evs of Holy 
Tr i~?i ty ,botll mere on islands, and each island came to be Irnown 
as Trinity Island. These facts are confusing, and might lea,d to 
th?  supposition that  the,y mere. not two cli&inct ~nonasteries. They 
so perplexed one authority, Alemard, that  he dor~bte,d if there 
ever wa.s a n  Abbey a t  L o ~ ~ g h  Oughter a t  all. (Monndicon, Lon-
don-1772, p. 142.) B u t  the doubt is long ~t rest. 

2. .4 Stone Celt .  I t  was discovered this autumn by Mr An-
drew West ,  of Dernish Beg as  he was sinking foundations for the  
woode~ ,bridge into his island. Mr West  kindly lent  i t  t o  Mr Beid 
for exhibition a t  t he  meeting. Mr R,zid beIicves t>hat if a thorougl~ 
saarch were made a t  Killyleen for stone weapons and flints manv 
vpluable finds would turn up, as an imporhnt  ford existccl there, 



The Celt is highly polished, black in colour and, as  far as  known,. 
is the. largefit and best specimen that  has yet been found in the 
county. There are few finer in any of the Museums. 

3. Photograph of a zvooden plough. The plough belongs t o  
Mr l'atriclc Dolan, of Mullaghmore, Bawnboy, and the photo- 
graph mas taker?. by Mr I'atricli Bmdy,  of Tullycoe House, 
Cavan. I n  connection with it the owner sent Mr Brady the fol- 
lowing interesting letter :-

Dear 3Ir Bracly-I an1 in receipt of your letter regarding 
the old plougl~. This plough was in use 60 years ago, and 
similar ones were nscd ill this ~cighbourhood ug t o  about 40 
or 50 years ago. 

I t  might be of interest to rclate a trad~tion prevalent i n  
this district regarding wooden ploughs. Some hundreds of 
years ago, a farmer residing in the townland of Tiernanavagh 
was engaged ploughing-using an  old wooden plough, and 
having i b  golied to the tails of small horses then called 
" cllshins." Three brothers, named AI' Goldriclr, were pass-
ing by tlw field where the ploughing was in progress. It is 
said they were coming from County Meath, and were natives 
of that county. T11ey ve rc  sn1:111, dark, swarthy men, a r d  
when pussing the field where the ploughing was going on 
the ploughman laughed loudly a t  the little swarthy m w .  This  
so annoyed the I\I'G~ltlric~lis that  they came back and drew 
their swords and cut  thc tails off the horses, and smashed t h e  
old wooden plough. From that  o~nvnrds certain kinds of rude, 
traces were used, a r d  an encl put to the  barbarous prncticc 
of ploughing with horses traczd by the tails. 

The I~orses descr ibd as  " cushins " cnine from Cushen-
dsll, County Antrim, hrnoe the term " cu~lrinFi." Thcp 
were e s c e l l ~ n t  ani~na!s in the woodcn ploughs, arc1 up  t o  
100 yews ago were tlw only class of horses used in the  dis- 
trict 

Trusting the nbovc ma? be of some use to  you. 

I a m ,  yours fnithhlly, 

l)loughiug, and even Iierrowing, I)y tlie tail, if we can trust  A -
Young, mas in vogue " all orer Caw13 " as recently as  1776. 
(Tow,I -292).* A farmer lie nlet a t  Fnmhnm defended it on 
the grounds that  the horses, no matter how clone up ,  became qt  
once fresh and active, An earlier tn~lrist  of 1081, T)inel,y, men- 
tions as still prevnilinq in a hnronv of ('lore in spite of various 



- laws the custom of so both driving and ploughir~g. Pyrirar, writ i~tg 
in 1Gl9, refers t o  "Capt,ain Itel-y" and a "Alulmore Oge O'He.li't?" 
I)otli of Castlernhan, " all whose t,cnants do plough by the t,ail. " 
A st,atue of Cliarles I . ,p a s s d  in 1635, is tlirectsd against it and' 
against " pulling the  wool of livi~!g sheep." Fynes Norgson, 
writing in 1017, a little ocer three centuries ago, also for nn Eng-  
lisll public, implies i t  was the g e ~ ~ e r a l  Irish practice.' Tho plougli 
,or the sledge with carriage is faste.ned, he explains, ~vitltes 
to the  earran's tail, "wlierebg the  tails of thein are coinmonly pull- 
cd off." (See Fslliiner's Illiistrrctinras ()/I .  Hix. pp.  263 ai!d 322.) 

r 11 lle nwotle~l plough was also in use iu hlonugl~iina h  least up to 
the, beginning of thc 19th centuly. (Rush;, 13. 100.) Three light ' 

horses were generally yoked abreast (not, of coursc, by the tuils.) 
This was the uustoni also in Eas t  Cavan. (Coote, p.  151.) Oxen 
were used in Leitrim a t  thc  same period by two gentlemen, hIr 
Irwin, of Dromsalla, a i d  Major T)icksor!, of Woodville. M'Pnrlan, 
the illIoclical. Doctor who publishc~cl Ilis h'tnt. Src.rw!y o/ TJcitr.ina 

on economic grounds the usc of t l ~ e n ~in 1802, thinks t>l~at  F O Y  
ploughing "dese~.ws encouragement" (p. 28.) I n  Cacan, bul 
locks the11 ploughed only a t  Pa rn l i r~n~ ,  and they uvre  so employed 
as  t h y  wera occasiolully in 13ngland (Chambers l3.of DRYS), 111) 

to a t  least 30 or 40 years ago. This was tlie ancient Irish custoni. 
'The yoke in 1800 was sometimes placed across the  foreheed undcr 
tlle hol.116, so that  they ru,ther p~lshed than pulled. Coote gives 
.an illustration and descriptioi~ of the  neth hod. (Stclt. S w u e y  ,if 

Cavar~,p. 74.) A t  present on t l ~ e  Continent oxen and cows quite 
commonly cart  a r d  plough. 

4 .  The last exhibits shown wcre kindly scnt in by Mr Haugh- 
ton, Nnin S t .  (a) A small brass (?) hoop almost 2 inches in clia- 
meter. It consists of a ring, 3 inch in depth or breadth, having 
a narrow slit in t,lie centre about of it closed by a shutter-ship 
wliicll can be m o \ d  round. 1,etters " i\.i\i." and f i g ~ ~ r e s  dis-
c~. rn iblc  on the  inside ; " Handocl; "-apparently the  
i~mlcer's name-"S.H.," and evenly murlted lines on tlr~,outsidtl. 
This article was recently found in n tilled field near Finnen. It 
is said to huvs been an ancient " sun dial." B u t  how it served 
such a purpose remained a puzzle. (b) A bronze flat Cclt, tho 
oldcst pattern,  3* inches long, 1#to 2 7-@ inches broad. (c) A 
small blaclc stone Celt, 3 11-16 inches long by 1 1-16. (cl) Coins, 
all found, :IS were the  Celts, in the  vicinit?~of the  town. An1ol:gst 
them a n  Elizabethan shillirg, n number of silver ten-penny bit;; 
of 1806 (Bank Tokens 1risll)-the five-penny is much 1.are1.; %\vo 
Bank of Ireland Tokens, both dated 1804 and each for 6s; one 
silver, t he  other a perfect facsimile, but, judging from weigl~t a s  
well as from appearance, copper. T l ~ e  local paper, The h y l o - C c l t  
in its issue of Dt?cember 10th, 1021, mentions tha t  two "mug-
flills" of silver ten-pennys had b e w  rccently dug up near Clones 
in a iVIr Clnrlw's field. 



A FIND OF GOLD OBJECTS 1N 1919 
IN LATTOON, BALLYJAMESDUFF. 

B,y Hev. Joseph 13. Meehan 

I n  pre-historic times Ireland vms very rich in gold-indecd . 
most probably the  richest country iri the world. This fact nobody 
coutradicts. In  18198 the  late 31r George Coffey, of the  Dublin 
Museum, declared t h t  there were 570 ounces of pre-historic gold 
in the  Irish National Collection., the  only Museum that  could 
compete with the  Academy's being Ath'ens. Sir C. H. R,ead, 
Chief Curator of the British Museum, arrived a t  a like conclusion. 
Though .the ancient Irish gold objects a t  present, known can only 
yepresent a fraction of the  original wealth of the coun'ury in this 
inetnl, that, amount,  in his opinion, " wollld probably cscwtl tl:nt 

except, per l~a~ps ,  of any ancient period in nn?; c o ~ ~ n t r y ,  ' 1 1 8  I<::-
1~ul)licof Colurnbiu in South America. "': 

I t  surprises one to see how well I~otll LeiLriin: and particularly 
&van., are represented in the I:i.I.i\. collection just inentionecl. 
A frill list of the local objects we llopc to  g i r s  later. A cursory 
read of the Catalogue leaves indeed the impression that  Cavan is 
one of the richest counties in Ireland in gold finds; and ccn::o-
quently suggests tlint in very old times it mus t  have been among 
the  wealthiest districts in wealthy Ireland. As for Leitrim, a s  
far a s  traditiml can p r o w  it, one of its nlountains, Benbo, two 
miles S.W. of Manorhamilton, is " richer twice over than all Ire-  
lmntl. "+ 

Jn 1820 there was publislied as one of the  Guides to  the  Na-
tional Museum of Science and Art, Dublin, a Catalogue of Irish 
Gold Ornaments in this R..I.A. Coll'ection. This Guide is splen- 
didly illustrated, and is in every respect worthy of its subject. I t  
is the worli of Bfr E. C .  It. Armstrong, F.S.A., Keeper of Irish 
Antiquities. J u s t  ns it was going through the  press the  Acaclemy 
accjuired an important fresh gold find from County Cavan. T t  is 

" Ell_c:yclopnedia Drittmnicn., 11th ed., ii., p. 353. 
t " 'Phe mountain of Henbo. . . . . is l~elievecl t , rndit io~~allg by t h e  

I?refnians to contain golcl mines; nnd the  following distich, IV-I~iclt is con-
stnntly rapent~c l ,reruincls them of it,s t w n s ~ ~ r c s:--

1's s n i t l h b l ~ ~ elhn l ln  l ~ t i  
1110 'Eirc f i  tlh6, 

i.e Tot$ Hihernia bis ditior Renbo." 
-dote I,y OIDonovan in Ti i lk ,  etc., A rclr. .Tourn,tl ,  May 1837, p. 353. 

I n  t he  early gcnlnsof lost  centnry a t  tlle foot of Hen110 011 t h e  Shanr;:ls 
sic12 there m m  m.ining for silver. The shaf t  is a o t  closed up yet .  The 
3' l i~inger 's  house, then etwtecl, is now occupied by a M r  McMorronr. 



minutely described ,in a Note added to  this Guide book. T11is 
Xote we abstract verbatim; and tbrougl~ the great courtesy of 
the author and the Museum authorities we }Ire also enabled lq
reproduce the illustrations. 

The supplementary information, contaiced in the discussion on 
the use of the objects, appended to their clesoription is lilten-ise 
based mairiy on Mr Ander~on's work ; a d  references to nuthori- 
ties, where omitted, may be seen there. 

The objects included in the find compriss two penannular . 
rings wifn  large cup-sl~apcd ends; two bracelets, and a thin 
disc ;all are gold. 

'l'l~e find was discovrrcd on 14111 Jun+ .  1919, hy A i r  U:\::m 
0' Nara, from whom the objects were acquired through the 
good offices of Mr Willialn J. L ~ ~ n c l y .  The place where the 
find was discovered is in the to~vnlancl of Lattonn, south of 

. Nadreegeel Loughs, ahout 1$ miles S.E.  of Lattoou Scl~ool- 
house, Mr O'Harn's clwclli~~g being situ:ltecl some 5 miles 
from t i e  school, in the townland of Agl~alouglliin. (See Ord. 
Sur.  Sheet 33, Co. Cavan.) 

Mr  O'Hara, who mas the only man worltirg on the bog on 
the da? the objects were discoverel, found them st a depth 
of 4 feet below tilt surface of the bog, where the ground was 
quite firm. 

From Rlr O'Hara's nccount it pppears that the bog in 
. .which t'lie find was nwde was originally deep, two breasts of 

turf having been removed frorn it in former times.. This, in 
in MY Lurdv 's  opinion, would mean t(l1at a t  least 9 feet llsd 
been removed baforc the present cntting mas mncle, so tha.t 
the ornaments were found approximately I1 feet below the 
surface of the bog. 

' L The b g e r  cup ended ring (fig. 1) nrciglw 1ox. 10 clad. 15 gr. ; 
three raiped lines encircle the inner sitlewf its cup-sllaped ends; 
. t l ~ esmaller (fig. 2) is mornamented ; it weighs 17 dw-t. 20 gr. The 
1)racelets were made from plain gold rods of circular section ; they 
have expanded, small, cop-shaped erlcls. T l ~ e  heuvier (fig, 3) 
weighs 13 dwt.. 20 gr. ; tha lighter (fig. 4) 12 dwt. 20 gr. 

The disc (fig. 5 )  is the most interesting object fourd. I t  rnea- 
sllres 4.8 inchcs in diameter, weighs 3 dwt. 20 gr. ,  ancl in thick- 
lless equals a thin piece of paper. . I t  is considerably clnmnged, 
k i n g  brolten into three separate pieces. When it reacl~ed the 
Academy it was much bent. It l ~ i sbeen carefully straightened 
by Mr J. ('. Wallace, of Messrs Edmond Jolmson, Ltd.  Originally 
it appears to have been sligl~tly convex. So fiue is the decoration 

-of the disc, that it seems Ilarclly too much to describe i t  as the 
most delicately ornamentecl gold ohject of the Brollxe Age a s  vet 
acquired by the Irish National Collection. 





-The decoration, which was proba.bly worked by pressing the gold 
plate into an engraved matrix of bronze, consists of a small cen- 
tral boss, surrounded by rows of small raised dots and concentric 
circles, herrninated b.y a hard of herringbone pattern; beyond this 
is a band composed of small bosses centering concentric circles, 
each circle being separated from its neighbour by a dice-box 
shaped figure. Below is a narrow band of shaded dog-tooth orna- 
ment, followed by a broad band, similar to  the upper one, of cir- 
cles and dice-box figures. The whole design is finished off by.3  
hand of herring-bone patt2rn. It is to  be observed that excepting 
the central ornament of eoncentri~~circles edged by the band of 
herring-bone pattern, the design id not continuous, being divided 
a t  one point by a band, increasing in width as  it nears the edge, 
conlposed of a cet1trn.1 row filled with horizontal lincs having on 
'eihher side R band of cllevron ornament. 

The principal featurc of t l ~ e  decoration is, therefore, a combinn-
tion of concentric circles with chevron patterns ; the dice-box 
sllnped figures betwecn the concentric circles being probably 11 

variety of the cross contained in the  circlc, found on many of the 
discs in the collection. 

The disc found a t  Lnttoon, should he carefully compared with 
the illustrat~ion of the Tsunrlliolm disc as  i1lustral'~d hv Dr  Sophm 
Miiller. I4 will then bc npparent that whatevcr ma,v he t,he 
opinion a,s tc the other discs in bhe [Irish National] collection 
. . . . . it is dificult to  resist the conclusion that the. Lattoon 
and Trundholm discs belong to the same family a r d  were design- 
ed for a similar phrpose. 

The Lnttoon disc. is in~port~anlas  being thc firfit disc that has 
been discovered in Treland in msocintiol? with objects which can 
be dated : for the penannular cup-ended rings and the brae,-lets . 

helong t o  well-known m d  widely-distributd types which can be 
assigned to fhe latter part rfronl 900 to  &ou.t 350 B.C.1 of th'e 
Bronze Age. [For. Ireland, from about 20%)or 1800 to  350 B.C. 
--Coff ey. 

,Z , 

I t  is now worth inqu i r in~what  was the use to which these lhreo 
classes of objects were put. 

About the second class (figs. 3 and 4) there is prncticnlly a,grce- 
nient; but as to  the other t,wo species the g r e a t e ~ t  archzologists 

" The Bronze Age in I,relnnrl, Dublin-1913, 11. 5. Dr .  AIontelius of 
BLoclrholm, whom Cofey styles the cloyen of prchistorir archaeology and 
whom he follows, writing in 1908, divided t h e  Bronze Age for Great  
r r i t a i n  and Treland into five periods, but, it shoulcl he notcd t h a t  h e ,  
c!ates the  fifth ancl last  period, not from 900 t o  about 350 B.C., b u t  from 
t b o  middle of t he  t\velfth t o  the  end of the  ninth century B.C. Both 
ZlacNeill (Plrrtses of  Ivish His fov l / ,  p. 43) and O'Relly ( I ~ u l m d :Kle-
nr m t a  o f  her  En,-I:!/ ,H i s tor l / - lh  hlin, 1931, p. l35), however, ndopt 
Coffey's view, and i t  is now the  prevnlcnt one. A rea at den1 clependa 
on it, 



are nu pot not quite a t  onc. W e  give the  opinions held b y  them 
ao more or less probable, and refer the reader to Mr Armstrong's 
excellent Guide for t)he main cocsidcrntions which bear out tllcse 
opinions. 

I. Some favour thc idea that  cup-ended rings--such as tlloso 
d r ~ t v nin figs. 1and 2-were medi~ims of exchange. I n  the Bronze 
Age small open gold rings, from to 2 inch ir diarncter, were, it is 
gerlerul1,y udmitted, u ~ e d  as coins are  with us. 

Wilde, on the o t l~e r  hand, believes that  :-They werc fibu- 
I s ,  or brooches, in the  fastening of which ;I portion of the 
soft woollen cloak or mnntle passxl in betnrecn the cups or 
discs into the space under the  Iiandlc, and W:IS t h e  fastened 
bg nieal?s of an nczts or pin, temporarily affixed to one side of 
thc  handle where it joins the  cup. 

Joyce again identifies t,l~*em with t l ~ c  gold ornamcnis callcrl in 
ancient Irish wriEngs ~ T I T L ~ c - ~ o - ~ ~(two-disc-rings), and infers 
from the s a n e  writings t11nt they were worn ~)nr t lyas ornainents 
and partly a s  marks of affl~wnce, " liltc many vn l~~nb le  articles >f 
thc present dny, ":' [diamonds, for installcc.] 

I t  does not seem improbable t l ~ i ~ t  t11c.y werz enipl-7 cd fur : ~ l l  
three purposes, nnd not exclusively for :iny onr of I.hrn1. 

A gold fihula of t,liis type, it nlay I)(? i~?!l(:tl, is  i>onzin I l ~ c  pos-
session of Mrs R. T. C l e ~ n c n t ~ ,of i\sl~fi?l 1 %oclgc, (:oott-l~ill. T i  
was found ahout one hu~idrecl years ago in Countv '.',.7wno in ;I. 

wooden box. The I ~ o s ,  preserved, loo, along with it, appears to 
have been hollowed out of n t l~ ick  piece of wood and has u detach-
able lid. The fibula and it.s c.ase are illustrilted in the Gtriilc. 
I n  the  same private collection there is nlso n gdcl hr l l ( r ,  wliich 
was found in Collntv Cavan. It, is heart-sl~nped and ornan~cnted 
with con~en t~r i c  circlss. As to  the usc of bitlltrr! there are time 
suggestions : t h t  they were (a) a.rnrllets, (I)) rcliqunries, or, (c) 
simply consiilererl a s  jcwels. B u t  MI- A~mst rong  concludes tllat 
it will be necessary to anwit frwther light heforc " their rightdul 
place in Irish Archi~olcgy call 1~ clatcrrni~:etl." (p.  44.) 

TI, As to articles-sr~eli a s  n~l~nl)c?rs3 ant1 4 in the i l l ~ s t ~ r n -  
tion-the rlistinguishrd antiqlrar,v just n~mtionetl  ol)servcs tlrat. 
they " so greatly resemble br~aeclets thnt there n~onld appear to 
he little rooin for doubt as to t,lieir usc." (p. 30.) Among the 
higher clnc;xt.s furrite3 Joyce] tllc wst,om of uwu-in:: rings and 

hracclets of gold, silver, and fiwdrrrinc (wl~iti? bronze) on tlic 
forearm: wrist, nnd fingel-s-incl~~ding t l ~tlrumb-mas uni. 
v e l d ,  and is mentioned e v e ~ y v l ~ e r e  in nncicnt Irjsh litera. 
ture. t 

Soc. Hist. Vol. IT., pp. 243-4, and Appendix p. 582. 

t Do. Vol. II., p. 224. 

I 
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Uesitlos serving for tlia personal n,dorl?ment of botll men nncl 
women, these gold rirgs were in readiness, he  states, 

to bestow on poets, musicians, story-tellers, ar?d ollaves of 
other arts ,  who ncquitted thcn~delves satisfactorily.':' 

He gives an instance of this generosity on the same page. 
I t  wi!l be n o t i a d  that  t l ~ i s  class differs from tho first only in not 

having the enlargen~ents a t  the ercls. 

111. As to flat gold discs (scc fig. 5)  t11e1.e are four in the  Bri- 
tish and werc already as  many as  fifbcen in the IhLl in  Mmeuin.  
9 ' 1 1 ~ ~1ar.v in diarn:tter frcm about 2 to 48 inches. The iI111stra- 
tion ol' the ncnr Ballvjamesdl~ff disc( the csnct  size of t l ~ e  object, 
mensurrs 4.8, i e . ,  i~lrnost 5 illcl~cs in dia1n:tcr. Accordingly, 
t ho  disc is s x r  to I)c the la~.,oc'st Iinown. Sonic of t l i e ~ r ~ ,  liltc it, 
nrr, omurnenter1 with roncvntric circles vnriously urrnnged. Others 
I l a ~ ein a cornpar:~tivcl,v largr innermost circle n civcifor~n orna- 
ment.  This ornnmcrit n1n.v Ix trllcen l o  bc? citllcr (a,) a cross; or 
wit 11 its c i r c l ~  (h) :I foitr-spoltcd cllariot whr~el, wl~icli is :J well rc- 
cogl~ised sun symbol. E i g l ~ t  of the  gold plates were discovered 
i l l  pairs i i ~I~.c~land,  a t  Tydavnet, Co.of which one pair was fo11r?(1 
Afonagllan. 

Tlleir purpose is o m ~ s t c r y  wliicl~ can Iinrtlly Ilc said to bi! yet 
solvccl. Two or t h e e  ninin solutions have Ixcn attcmpted. 

(ti) Petrie i~elieved trhcy wore uscrl as orrlamcnts on the  
back and breasts of the Icings and nobles in the  early ages of 
,Cliristinnit,y ir? Ireland. Y'lia figurcs of the  kings, sculptured 
in rcbicvo on the  gwa t  s to~!c  cross of Clonniucnoise, are repre- 
s e n t d  wit,h 1.ound pieces of this description, placed upon the 
hyeast.t 

So, too, Wilde; but tl~inlcs " t,llcy were probably morn on the  
breast." 

(b) Dr FIYMA~,M.R,.T.A.,goes a step furthcr and bnlces the  orna- 
mentation to I)e symbol'c. Hc ronsicla-s thn.t tllese thin circular 
gold plates 

with t l~ci r  distinctive Q~*cclt C!rosses, for117rl in pairs in Ire-
land, arc1 f i g l ~ r ~ d  on o11r sl~rincs and stone n~onulnents,  wem 
intenclecl to denote the Cltristinn Snit11 of t,he wearer, :ind as 
si~cliworn h v  Celtic c:!crics lierc ns in Scotland. 

Tliis rcgnrds thcm ns nncirnt baclg?s. n u t  tlre explimntion is 
dcfectivc i ~ ~ a s r n u c l ~  it fails to tlrrow light on the  1 1 s ~  ns of R I I C ~  

cross-less discs us lhu rcwntly discovcrtd Clavan one, sl~omn in 
fig. 5 .  Bwid'cs, nct improb:i.I~l,v n.11 of them both had tllc same 
1mrpose :and antedate Cllristinuity. 

(c)  The discovery in 1902 a t  Trrlndholm Moss in t-11e Baltic 
island of Zenlend-:~l,ovc referred to-inlpnrted a l'resli accession 

' SOP. &SL.=~.. !;).2x6 
t Dublin Penny Journal,  f832-3, p. 244. 



of strength lo a rival theory, and the Lattoon find of 1919 will 
lend i t  additioval support. 

At the place mentioned in the Danish Island there was come 
llpon a miniatmure six-wheeled chariot of bronze, and on this was 
mounted a horse drawing n bronze disc plaited with gold. 

A well-known British a ~ t i q u a r y ,  Mr R. A. Smith, dec1arcs:- 
There can be no doubt as to the nature of the find : the fact 

that  intentional damage had been don? before deposit shows 
that  this mas a votive offering. . . . . The disc itself, 
mounted in such a fashion, can be ~ o t h ~ n q  but r~ representa-
tion of the sun. 

That they are sun discs is now the prevalent opinion. Almost 
d l  corsidered authorities hold it. Mr Armstrong all but adopts 
it, while slating that " it is possible that some may have beeen 
~ q c das personal ornaments " 

I n  1913 Coffey wrote:- 
The Trundholm disk is ndmittei1lg connrctcd with sun-

worship, as  is also the cruciform ornament on the Irish 
dislts.* 

That in pre-historic times sun-worship wns known and prac- 
tised in this conntrg is attested by our traditions, is irdicated by 
the figures of suns incised on one of the stones in Dowth Tumulos, 
near Drogheda, and is s h o ~ n ,  according to Joyce, from several 
passages in our ancient 1itepature.t 

The most sigliificant thing about the Ballyjamesdnff find is its 
great age. 

The Zealund find is dated hv the most careful archeologists be- 
fore the scar  1000 B.C. ; and l l r  Anaerson, supported by others, 
slates thnt, " t,hr Irish 11isr:s may prohahlv hp assigned to nhout 
';he same period " (p. 37.) Presurning on the correctness of this, 
tha articles in the illustration would then go to  establish a hiqh 
c!aftsmanship and culture in Ireland-or, indeed, it may I v  
claimed, in the region, that later became East  Rreifny-3,000 
years ago. 

J ,  B. MEEHAN. 

* The Bronze Age in Ireland, p. 64. 
t Op. Cit. Vol. I., p. 289, 

I 
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FRANCIS JOSEPH BIGGER, 
Hon. Member. 

11. (I.) Bcsicles giving tile al)o\e rcl'el-cilccs, bIr Urygar (Ircw 
uttentioq to an  " Elogy on Fergal O'Huaire, Chief of Brefl~y." 
This was probably either the Yargd who fought a t  Clontarf in 
1014 and clred before 1023, or else the Fcrgal who rvns slain ilk 
1157. The elegy is supposcd to be pronounced o \a r  his tomb a t  
Clonmacnoise. It is t o  he found in t l ~ eKilk.  Arch .  J o z u w l ,  
Nay,  1857, copiously annotuted by O'Donovan. O'D. considers 
the poem valuable, " at  least for exhibiting a lair r'apre-
sentation of Irish tliougllt, leeling, and syrnp~t l iy  a t  an early 
period", buL it is much niorc valt~able owing to his own i r l t rduc-  
tion unrl notes. I t  would be well worth leproclucing, but for its 
length. I t  Covers 16 pages. 



Except, tllis elegy t1le.i.c is dlllost notl~irlg of spc.cii1.1 1;reifuian 
xvortll in t t ~ eold Iiillrcl~ng Journ;lls. 

sistcr. 7'11e O'Rorlrc poclll is one of :I stbi.ic,.: o l  Ii*isl~ poclns, 
edited I)y Lllc l k v .  1,.M'ICcnnn, S.cT., v.11ic.11ard :il)pcaring in tlvo 
Aragazinc: n~wll~ioncvl. 

(8) Fur a conclenscd Itistor?; of ; i l l  ~ I I I ~  sc:c l ) ' . \ l h ~ ~ ' s  O'l?o~~lics 
[ l ~ ~ t l ~ l i i ~ - - l ~ ~ l ~ ) ,H i s t o q  (I/ l r d i ~ ~ ~ d  Vo!. !I-., pp. 151.5, 

('1) h s  t,o tlle O'Nei!ljs' history, I)!; far Ll~c 1):sl; n.c! I;no\\r 01 is 
co~~ta inct l  A l ( i ! j ~ % i r ~ c ,in I ) L L / / ~ ' sH i b ~ r ~ ~ i ( i j z  Vo1 I I . ,  tl~aL is in t l ~ c  
nlor:hl~ly nulnber's for J a n . ,  k'cb., and A h y ,  1861. 'I'o s t t n l s  that  
tile thrre articles are  by D r .  John O'Donoi.an is all ~ h a l  need bc 
said about tllam. 

(6) I n  tllo same Vol. of t l x  same Magazine (April, 1801)there 
is from the  stlnle sc11ola.rlv pcn 11 long ;w:orinL o f  Ll~e N;~.guircs of 
E'crn~allagli. 0'5). fr:wes t l~crn  iron1 Il:iO r(o\\.11to l~isown tilllc?. 
111 rcctnl; tim4i..s t l ~ c  inost cl ist iag~~isl~cd scion of tl~isIris11 C:lricf-
t 4 n  family was the A ~ ~ s t r i a i l  Alag~~irc .G e n c l d ,  Jul111 Sigism~~rld  
I n  1760 Ilc s~~cccssfully theil&ntl~?d Dresclw agair~st  l l ' ~ ~ c d ~ ~ . ~ i c l i  
G&aL of l'russia, untl is u h t n  ~rliutionrtl Ly I , l ~a tniont~lccl~. l<c 



married a B'loravian lady of noble birth, " it bcing well Irrlown," 
says a contemporary wxokint, q\lotcd by O'D.,  " 11101; r!o l ady  of 
distinction i n  C;errnacy will marry a foreigner, unless 11t:rnukzth 
it appear that his a~iccstors Iiavc: b e w  gcntlPrnen, aid their wives 
equally born, for sixteen generations." John k'rancis %quire, 
M.1'. for Cork in 1861, and a writer of clistinctioll, was also a P'er- 
rr,anagh Maguire. 

I j~lntlas 'En.niskillon (1)unclitllr.-l!)l:Il) and Triinblo's 1listol.y of 
En)~ i s t i l l cn ,Vol. I . ,  publislictl ill hllat town i r i  1910, arid 21 credit 
to its printicg as wtll a s  to tlw intlusli-y of tile uutlror, have neaes- 
surily a jiood deal to s c ~ yabout I.l,e M:\guirt:s. - IJut these worlts 
are. well-knowrl and. eas& accessible. 

J .B .M.  

Creevelen Abbey over Tl~eUonet a t  l)roma.l~aii.e. 
-.-



THE BIRTH PLACE OF SAINT MOGUE. 

A11 records agree that S t ,  Aidan of Ferns, or, as we in Breifnp 
more affectionately call him, St.  Mogue, mas born in Inis Breagh- 
mhuighe, in Nagh Sleacht.* According to every writer, who for 
the past seventy years has had occasion to refer to the matter, 
Inish Breaghmhuighe, or in English spelling, Inish Breaglly, is 
Brackley Island in Brackley Lough, parish of Templeport. This 
is quite wrong. Inish Breaghy is Yoi~5, or St.  Mogue's Island, in 
Templeport Lake in the same parish. Formcr generations call- 
ed it Inch Island, as some of the old people of the district do still. 
The " Inch " is all that remains of the original name, Breaghy 
having passad out of use for centuries. 

The equation of Inish Breaghy to Brackley Island was first 
made by Dr. 1Zeeves;f but it was Joyce who popularisecl it. In  
justice to Dr. R,eeves it must b.2 stated that his identification was 
made in the rnost casual way in a footnote to an article describing r 

the manner in which St. Mogue's bell came into the possession 
of Primatic Ueresford. I t  is merely a map identification, and as 
such quite excusable, for there arc only a few miles betweell 
Brackley and Ten~plepurt lalres, and there is not in Mugli Gleacht, 
or, for that mather, in all Tullyhaw, another recordcd place-namc 
even remotely resembling Breaghy. 

Joyce is scarcely so free from Mame. Fastening upon Dr. 
Beeves' identification he constructs quite a convincing story, 
rnalring Brackley townland take its name from the lake and the 
lake its name " from the famous island on which St. Mogue was 
hor~~.".; This is all pure fancy. Braclrley townland lias borne 
the same name as long as we have any record of it a t  all. Thus 
the Plantation Map spells it Uruckl, and the Down Survey Bruclr- 
logli, iil each of which forms we have the " kl" combination which 
Joy3e W C I U J ; ~  h n v ~  us regard as mei:ely a moderu, corruption. 
There seems no doubt tliat the Irish spellirg of Bracliley is Breac- 
lach, the meaning of which is "specl~lecl land," a common enough 
place-name usually applied to Imather-clad hills, and peculiarly 
appropria,te in the present instance. 
: The most striking thing about the unanimous acceptance of Dr. 

Reeves' idei?t;fication is that it ignores the fact tliat s3veral years 
previously O'Donovan had correctly identified Inish Brcaghg. 
It is true that he had first expressed his opinion that the tradition 
that St .  Mogao was born in Port Island was not correct. 

* " Rngndh. . . i n h i s  Breaghmhuighe for,Mhagh Slencht " MS. Life 
of Mogue, " h i s  Breaghmhuighe est Diocesis Kilmorensis in 7,txgno 
quoclam in reguincula Breffniae, Tellach Ethnch vulgo appellntn Col- 
gan, Acta, 88. (Tellach Ethach-Tullghagh.) 
t Proceedings li..I.A., Vol. VIII., p. 441. 
$ Place-Names, Vol. I., chap. 7. 



H e  states so in one of the early "Cnvan Ordnance Sur- 
vey Letters," written before 11e visited Templeport. Four months 
later he added a dated note giving his unqualified acceptance of 
the local tradition. Unfortunately this ltrter note is placed in an 
inconspicuous position, and i b  is my belief that  it has either been 
ober1oc:lred or that its date has not been noticed.':' 

Elsewhere I have given the story of St. Mogue's birth a s  it is 
still told by the old people tllrougl~out lbnplepor t  ptwish, I- and 
have commented upon the marvellous corl.sspondence between 
that story and the different recorded versions of the Saint's life. 
However ,the difYerent versions of t l ~ e  locnl story may vary a s  to 
details-e.g., the direction, in wliich Eithne was travelling, the 
circumstances under which she came to  call for slielter there a t  
all, the. identity of the saint who performed thc baptism, etc.1 
-they agree absolubelg as  to tlie fact that it was on Port  lsland 
the birth tmlr place. Pnrtllermore, the miraculous flagstone and 
the hazel tree, both of nrliich are mtentioned in the recorded lives, 
are both associated locally with Port Island and with it alone ; 
and the clay of the islmd, which the life tells us had the mira- 
culous power of loosening the manacles with ml~ich prisoners were 
bound, is still preserved ill many houseliolds in the parish. It is 
supposed to be a sovereign protection against many evils, agait~st  
shipwreck and fire chiefly. Not only are none of th'esc essential 
features associa~ecl with Bracltley Is la id ,  but, althougl-I I made 
careful enquiry in all parts of the parish dur i~lg  several years, I 
could never ascertain that any fact of any historic importance 
whatsoever was ever trsditionnlly associated wit11 t l ~ a t  island. It 
has, of course, r!o claim t o  fame in recordcd history. 

No reasonable enquirer a.fter truth could ventu1.2 to  upliold a 
claim, based marely on il superficial resemblance in spelling, in the 
face of a tradition so d'efinite and circumsta.ntia1. Ope feels im- 
pelled, Iiowever, to push tlie enquiry :I stage farther, and to  e s -  
amin5 into the circumstances under which the name Illis11 
Ur4eaglly fell into disuse. 

As far a s  one can gather, the  original ptlrisll cllurcl~ of Temple- 
port,, or, perhaps, it would be more corrcct to say, thc principd 
church of Magh Sleacht, was built on Port Islat~rl itsclf. The ruins 
on the island are admitted to be coeval with the church on Deve- 
nisll Island, that is early seventh c e n t ~ ~ r y ,  contemporaneous with 
or slightly after, the time of Saint Mogue himself. The incon- 
ven?ence of having a church in fiuch n position must have been 

"The first reference is on Page 19 of the Cavan Letters. The later 
note is on Pngc 7. 
t Anglo-Celt newspaper, September llth, 1020. 
X l l l e  generally acceptcd tradition is that it n-ns Saint Cnillin, of 

Fenagh, who baptised St. Mogue. 111 a lew instances St. Nnile, of Kin  
anley, mas mentioned, and in one an un-uamod " friar from DrumIane." 



felt a t  a n  early date, and accordingly the parish church mas built 
on the shore of the lake nearest the island on the " Port " or land- 
ing placs for lnish Breaghy. When this T'aampoll a' phuirt, the 
Church of tile lancling place, was built it is inipossible now to my. 
We know definitely t11at it was in existence in the early part of 
the fifteanth century; possibly it may have bzen built many cen- 
turies earlier. The fact that 'l'en~pleport supplanted Inish 
Breaghy as  the r a m e  of tll? parish is in itself internal evidence 
(;hat the changs took place a t  an early date. We have clung more 
tenaciously to  (;line old parish names than to any of our place- 
names. 

How long the name Inish Breaglly itself persisted it is equally 
difficult to conjecture. Tlie evidence is altogather negative. I t  
was not in local use in O'DonovanJs time, and the Down Survey 
Map merely marks the lake and the island, naming neither. The 
old ecclesiastical records do not assist either as  they merely tell 
us that up  to  the Dend of the fifteenth century his11 Breaghy was 
still the recngi:ised name of the parisl~, Ternpleport being merely 
a sub-titl~. ': '  From t , l ~ : ~ t  until tlw seventecntll c;.ntury we are 
wi t l io~~t  apv  l'sferenoe to the iiil.me of the varisl~. l n  all the Com- 
monwealt1;records we find it as  'J?arnplepo't. 

R. V. W. 

O L D  LAND MEASURES IN CAVAN 

Many at,tampts linve been niade to fix a value for the land 
niqeasures peculiar .to Enst Ureffni, viz., the I'obl, the G d l o ~ ~ ,  the 
Pottle, and the lJ in t .  The extent, of ~t ].'dl is seen to ba 
about 5.5 acres, but it do-s not seem to  have been a fixed stan- 
dard. The State Papers of 1610 give 25 acres (See p .  22 of this 

. Journnl . )  Father Meellan finds in a document of 1571 a " poll " 
as containing by estimation 30 acres amble and 20 acr2s pasture 
end mountain ; also in n 1601 reference it is set clown as 60 acres 
arable (v. this Journal.) See Article-" Termon 0' Hospital 
Idand in Cavan, L Z I O . "  

I n  the King's lJroject for the Plantation of Ulskr a Cavan Poll 
is given as  24 acres "by the Survey. " (Harris' I-libemictr, p. 117.) 

The acre does not seem to have been a fixcd standard ancl this 
still further complicates the estimation of the esact extent of a 
Poll. The urprofitable land-bog, mountain, ancl wood-was in- 
clucled in the arable land, but was not estimated in the Survey. 
The Bnl lybe t ,  (Baile Biadhtach) which was a unit of general appli- 
cation, w m  the amount of land set a.part for the public tiictualler 

" Thus De Annatiu H i b e ~ n i u e  11. 231, A.D., 1426 L'Inisbrechiriugy alias 
Tempullapuyrt " i?. p. 234, AD. 1433. " Ynixbreachmaidy alias 
Ternpollanpuyrt " ld, p. 237, A.D., 1471. 'LInnisbrechmaich alias 
Tempollucipont " and id, p. 245, A.D., 1414. " Insula Brechunpg alias 
Tenipollapuret." 



who in return had to keep an  inn or house of entertainment for 
travellers. The extent of a Ballybet, according to the calcula- 
tions of Dr. Reeves, woulcl be about 1,000 acres, but the amount 
would vary between wide limits. The following inter-relations 
are established :- 

I Bally bet=16 Yolls=32 Galloiis=64 Pottles=128 Yil~ts. 
Also 1 Ballybet=lCi Taites, \vhicl~ gives IIS the 1&t)io1i between 

t l ~ e  Breffrii land nyeasures ancl those of tlw Mnguires and Mac- 
Mahons. For " Carvaghs " sez p. 187. 

The 1'011, C;u,llon, ancl l'otl,le, en.tcr. largely into Cavan Place- 
names. 

(See Reeves and Ha.rdinge " Memoir on MSS. Mapped Town- 
land Surveys in Ireland. " Ti~irrs. 1i,.I1.11., Vol. XXIV.)  

Ph. O'C. -- 
CONVEYING lRON O R E  AT ARIGNA-1788-1808. 

Rlsewhew (p. 180) it. is sl~own that what a Iiundred years ago 
seivcd the pllrposcu of tlw conillloll far111 cart u1)out a Ilomesteud 
cspcoiillly in solrle of t11d 11illy districts of I~eitrin-1 ~ lnd  Cavan was 
a simple contrivance, a pair of barciogs. Another industrial pur- 
pme for n~hivh t l~cy  \vci*s employed is worth recalling. 

O3jects made and used a t  Arigna, and still there. Through the 
courtesy of the R.S.A.I. 

The Arigna iron works were a t  the extrcme south of Lough 
Allen, in, Roscommon, but on the vcry verge of Leitrim. Threc 
brothers named O'Reilly startcd thcm in 1788. Thcse O'Reillys 
were the first in Ireland to s n ~ d t  iron with coal (transformed into 
coke), a process which they had learned in France. They were 
well supported by the Iris11 government, and during the twenty 



gears that the industry flourished a t  Arigna the iron stone, as well 
as the greater part of the coal, used to be conveyed to the furnaces 
over the heath and bogs oc  the backs of mules and " garrons " 
(hackney or work horses) in bardogs. A load was about 3 cwt. 
So plentiful was the iron Stone in the d i s t r icbas  it is y e b t h a t  
there was no need for mining. I t  could be picked up in abund- 
ance in the fields and ir? the beds of the rivers. The peasants re- 
ceived 2d per cwt. for delivering it, and made good wages.* In 
England a t  that time the same simple means of convsyance was 
in vogue. I n  the National Museum of Science and Art, Dublir, 
there is hanging a fine water-colour painting representing mules 
with wooden boxes or bardogs on their backs carrying iron ore in 
1809 on the banks of the Wye. The painting is bg Robert Hills 
(1769-1844.) I t  is No. 50 in Room 2. 

P. &I. 

GLENFARNE TOWER OF 1236. . . .* 

Glenfarne is in North Leitrim. I t  forms the eastarn division . 
of the parish of Cloonclare in the diocese of Kilmore I t  is a - 
large district separated from Fermanagh by Upper Lough Muc _ 
man.  Under the year 1236 Thc Annds of Boylo make incidental 
mention of a tower in it. The entry, which it may be best to 
give in full, runs as follows :- 

1236. A great army came out with FitzMaurice, Justi- - ciary of Ireland, and with Richard, the son of Williarh Burc, 
and with Walter Biddlesford, Chief Baron of Leinster, with 
the foreigners of Leinster, and with John Cogan., with the 
foreign~rs of Munster, and with the Routes or Lords of the 
Marches, until they took great spoil ; and they came on 
Trinity Sunday to the monastery of Bogle, and they despoil- 
ed the monastery, and they broke its crypt, and they took 
away with them the vestments of the Mass,t and they 
made great spoils on the following day, and they sent scout- 
ing parties to Creit [in Kiltoghert parish]: and to Cairthe- 
Muilchen [Glencar, County Leitrim] and the tower of Glen- 
fearna. 

- 

* Geological and Mining Suiwey of the Connaught Coal Dis t~ ic t  by R. 
Griffith, Dublin, 1818, pp. 22, note, and 85. See also Weld's 
Statistical Sumreg of R o s w m m n ,  pp. 33-73. For an account of a 
gi antic swindle in which in 1824, subsequent to  the time of the 
~&ei l lys ,  a London Company, with a capital of £300,000 was floated t o  
work these Arigna mines-see Weld's Appendix. The affairs of this 
Company became the subject of a Parliamentary inquiry. The volu- 
minous Report is a s  amazing as  it is  instructive. 

t The F.F.N. give more details about this socking of Boyle, but 
date lt 1235. 
1 I n  which is Carrick-on-Shannon. 



The above extract is copied, exactly as he gives it, from 
D'Alton's History of Ireland (Dublin-1845), Vol I I . ,  p. 386., n 
History which may be described as  The Annah of BoyTe anno- 
tated. To the entry the historian appends the following:- 

The site of this " tor," as it is designated by the several 
Annalists, ~ v a s  a t  Glenfarne, i.e., the valley of the alder trees, 
in the vicinity of Manor Hamilton; but, as no traces of such 
a building have existed there within memory, nor are any 
recorcls d:scoverable, connected with its origin, st>l'e, or uses. 
it cannot now be ascertained whether it shoulcl be -1-lsscd 
amongst the " Rourcl Towers of other days." 

Tor is Irish for t o w s ;  Tory Island, for instance, means T I I ~ ~  
Island Though the word properly means an artificial tower 
(=I,. turri~) still i t  is sometimes tramsferred to a high rock re- 
sembling a tower (Joyce.) But ,  as far as we know, tht rc  is no 
such rock in the district.+ Hence that a tower of some note 
existed in the early 13th cecturp in Glenfarne seems sufficiently 
establighed by both the above extracts, and there is no need to  go 
further afield and seek confirmation from any of " the several 
Annalists. " 

Further, that it might have been a "Round Tower " occurred 
- t o  the learned historian. I t  is in no way improbable in itself, but 
wc regret we can bring forward in its support no statement that 
would deserve the name of argument. No accessible books help. 
Ledwich, writing in 1804, gires " a List of the Round Towers 
that have hitherto been discovsred in 1reland.t B u t  in the 
list County Leitrim is not mentioned, Miss Stokes gives a fuller 
and much better list, a classified one. but not one of her 118 is 
~qsigned to the county named.: It .has to be borne in inincl 
however, that almost within living memory manvFCork, Clonard 
and Bople for instance-have totally disappeared ; and it is a fair 
deduction that both in less noted places and in more remote times 
the destruction was equally great, and that many have not left 
even their names. A.D. 1236 is lonq, long, ago. The tower of 
Glenfarne had plenty of time in which to  perish. Once crumbled 
and gone its memory would soon follow it. 

--- - 
* " Tor " is also in Irish a shrub or bush. " The Rip Tree " on the 

I arlrfield road near Manorhamilton. now shrivelled and broken and 
ahnost gone. was once a landmark for miles and miles around, but a 
shrub or bush to be a landmark need not he discussed. 

As recently as  1700 the whole county of Tjeitrim was so thickly c l o t h 4  
with timber tha t  i t  war, like an " undivided forest." (MiPnrlnn, Stnt. 
R~rr?~e?l, 1802, p. 72.) This splendid sycamore is said to be the last tree 
of that  forest, the last of a race of criants. It stands beside Whitsker's 
Bridge, over the mill-race of Smith's tuck mill. Names and families 
and appendage to industry are all alike gone anid forgotten. 

t Antiqwities of Ireland, 2nd ed. p. 167. 
7 Enrly Christian Arf  i n  IreTnnd, London-1887, Part  II., p. 51, 



As there is no trace or memory of it to be had in the district, its 
esact location is, of course, unknowe. The late Very R.ev. John 
Maguire, V.G., P.P. of Cloonclare from 1856 till h k d e a t h  on 
16th February, 1904, a very distinguished priest, used t~ point 
out the sib2 of a battle as directly under the perpendicu1a.r part of 
13allaghr?al~ehy mounta.in* across the valley opposite St. 
Michael's Church, a t  a spot where there are some large standing 
stones. H e  always referred to  it as the Battle of Ballaghnabehy ; 
but, except clwelling on its strength a d  suitability for axlefending 
party, he told nothing further about it. As he was born in the 
parish-in 1815, on the shores of Lough Macnean, was reared in 
&--in Cushlaville (pow Cherrybrook), lived most.of his long life 
in it.! ar:d had garhered up with loving care all its current lore, 
it is improbable that any other traditions about it had survived 
till his time and escaped him. B u t  it seems not ~uilikely that the 
tradition of the battle may have something to do with the tower 
and its vicissitudas. I t  may suggest its site. 

Again, it is as well established as anything well can be that , 
Rou& Towers were always beside churches. Never anywhere 
else. It is equa.llg true that new cl~urches for the greater part 
were erected in a parish or clistrict as near the dilapidated or cle-- 
stroyed ones as circumstances allowed; just as if a particular loca; 
litg enjoyed a prescriptive right to the  ease and honour. Rearing 
these two facts in mind the favoured position of St .  Michel ' s t  
-t8he second on the same spot-and of the " Old Chnpel " 'imme- 
diately beside it, would go far to d1stif-y a conjecture as ,  to the 
exister,~e in old times of a building of tbe same l<ind.s~mewhere 
in their neighbourhood. Jf we seek a trace of it. we find it ir, the 
next townlxnd, Kilmalrerri1.S But  how, in its turn, was &l- 
malrerril selected? As it is within fsirly easy rewh of the battle- 
fie!d site, if there was once a church there the explanatior,.would 
be at  hand and no violence done the persistent local feeling-of pre- 
sc r i~ t ive  right. 

Here, again, is a consideration thak both points to the battl'e- 
field site for the " tower of Glen-fearna,," and makes a step for- 
warcl towards belief ir, its Iiaving beten a Round Tower. that is a 
Round Tower attached to  n church. No prejudice need be creat- 
ed by th!; abserce in the  Annals of the qualifying adjective, 

-- 

* Jtfi hiphest paint is 1342 f t ,  over setl. lavel, the main or Ennisliil l~n 
road from 331 to 353. The " Rig Bog " lies partly between it  and St .  
,Virhael's. 

t Ordained in 1843 or 4, in Rinlonkh and Drumlreeran till 1856. 
1 The 1837 Ord. Sur. Map. Sheet 12, shows a chapel there in 1836, and 

the old chapel, then disuseci, quite close to it. I t  m a s . o n  the opposite 
side of the road 50 perches nearer Manorhamilton, behind Mr Hagan's 
residence. 

§ There is a graveyard here, but no trace of a church, and it  ?must be 
acknowledged i t  is doubtful if there ever was one. The graveyard is an 
old one and goes back before 1836, 

- 



"~oun'd . ' '  Tower simply or cloicthenclz (bell-house-belfry) is i n '  
ancient writings the name for them. It was Moore and Petrie in 
the last oentury that popularised the epithet " Round." I n  Cam- 
den, Lough Neagh's Towers, which ' the  fisherman sees shining 
" in  the wave beneath him," a re  simply turres ecclesiasticae. 

B u t  this argument, such as i t ' is ,  lands us in a difficulty. For 
in the same big Glsnfarne district there is a second church, St .  
Mary's. It is near the gates of Glenfarne Hall, ouce the home 
of the Tottenhams, graced with the fanlous picture of ''Totbin- 
ham in his Boots." About the site there is an old story, but the 
church itself certainly replaces a low thatched one that was still 
nearer the lake* It was there in 1798. A tradition, leaves no 
doubt on that point, i n d  the tradition is quite dear .  I t  says that 
the English soldiers returning to Enniskillec, 'frolri tlie fight a t  . . 

Bnllinamuclr (8th September, 1795), passed by it of a Sunday. 
They turned the congregation out, but did no further damage. 
May not this '98 Chapel have been the successor of one still older? 
perhaps of onls in which the R,ev. Connor M'Loughlin, who mas 
1'.P. of (&onclare in 1704-1 or the  Rev. Charles M'Grisliin, who 
was P.P. in 1750: officiated? Further, is it not quite possible 
that one after the other inherited their right to existence near the 
spot from an ancient church (a Rouc,d Tower ohurch ?) which was 
somewhere about there as far back as 1236? the one which, 
prompted by the historian, we are 1a.bouring to show may be re- 
corded in the Annals of Boyle simply as the " Tower of Glen- 
fearna." 

From this it follows that our surmised. battle-site for Church 
and Round Tower has a serious rival. A staep mountain near a 
church, it0 ir,tricate paths perfectly well Imown, would, no doubt, 
make an admirable second place of refuge when danger threa.ten- . 

ed. But  a church on a lalze shore would be equally well cir-cum- 
stanced. So one consideration elides the other. 

There is still another matter bearing on-our  question. This 
Justiciary Expedition was out for plunder, Homesteads were 
ral'e, generally as hard to locate and reach a,s plovers' ntsts, and 
in any case from their point of view worthless. There were no 
towns in 1236 upon which to concentrate. Boyle itself was then 
a mere village, an appendage to the Abbey: Manorl~amiltor~ is 
not mentioned, though the scouts must have passed by where it 
is. There was no Manorhamilton to mention; it did not begin 
to be for four centuries afterwards. That th'e " scouting parties" 
went to  Kiltoghert is ro way surprising. It mas within easy 
reach, as it is but a half score Irish miles east of "Abbey BoyIe." 
B u t  what would bring them 30 miles further on due north to 

* I n  Mullaghbuyn (?) 
t Registry of Priests-Dublin, 1705. 
f Arch. Hib.  Vol. V. p. 134. 



Glencar and Glenfarne? The scenery of Glencar is magnificent, 
is indeed unsurpassed in Ireland; but, except a strip along the 
lake, the scenery of Glenfarne is so so; a fig, anyway, marauders 
would care for your magnificent scenery. Dromahak Castle, as 
they went Nprth, was away on their left right erough. A cen- 
tury before It had made history in the alleged elopement of Devor- 

, gilla; and D'Alton tells us (p. 152) that her husband, Tiernan 
O'Ruarc's dominion then extended to Xells. His home had cor- 
responding strength. Scouts out to spy the l a rd  might be eu- 
pwted to  approach it as near as possible. If out for some other 
purpose they would give such a hornet's nest a wide berth. ,That 
is what ours did. B u t  churches, small and large, were in those 
?ays fair prey for all invading enemies unless their lowliness and 
poverty shielded them. Silvery lakes and sylvan glens and rug- 
,red mountain would be no attraction.. And soldiers 
from the Justiciary army that not only "sacrilegiously 
s'eized all goods, chalices, etc., etc., belonging to  Boyle monas- - 
tcry," but " very irreverently stript the monlts of their habits, in 
the mdist of the cloist%er, "* would have small squeamishness in 
taking whatever they could lay their har!ds on wherever they " 

found it. Tierran O'Ruarc himself was as  bad as another when 
be got the chance. 

That Glencar was the home of a church is not improbqble; a t  
ail events eighteenth century maps indicate " the church of 
Killymeehan," behind Nure, and or! the Lurganboy side of Castle- 
car. Possibly it was the  descenddt  of a long line of, ancestors 
(or ancestresses.) That there was one also in the great district of 
Glenfarne is in itself not improbable, and it has already beer? 
shown that there are grounds of some sort for the supposition. But  
was i t  a R-ound Tower Church? The Annals of Boyle oblige us 
to consider the question. These Round Towers mag be briefly 
6escribed as mediaeval lrish church safes for valuables (and, no 
doubt, for clerics-the most exposed part of the commur,ity.) 
Their presence had the ssrious drawback of indicating where there 
was something worth saving-and lifting. All the greater, then, 
the attraction for galloping marauders. Such an  attraction would 
r o t  be insufficient to bring a batch of hardy freebooters on a 30 

! miles ride from their headquarters. A scout party from such a 
great army must have been of corsidernble strength, and would 
be safe enough in malrirg a daring dash through a not friendly 
country. With fair good luck they would not have their journey 
for nothing, if they had churches t o  swoop down upon ; and valu- 
able church spoils are easily portable. 

I 

* Archdall, 1st ed., p. 602. He quotes from the F.F.M.C Weld 
(Stot. S~~mrey of Roscommon, p. 2281, requotes from the former and gives 
the incident, " It was," he says, " owing t o  the monks having 'assisted 

+lie King of Connaught to dispossess- the English," 
? 



This explanation. will account fairly well for their long ride. It 
will be hard to find anothar presenting fewer objections. I t  all 
points to a tower church; and if a tower church, most likely a 
Round Tower one. 

Cloonclare has its Donoughmore. It is one of the parishes 
in Kilmore diocese that stands fast by a tradition, that it was 
fourded by St .  Patrick himsalf, in the sense that he built n 
church within its borders and placed the district within the sphere 
of duty assigned the Presbyter whom he ordained for the church. 
Moybologue is a second,* Carrigallen a t11ird.t 
Templeport t and, of course, Drumlease are two others whose 
claims to a like honour have been established and can hardly be 
gainsaid. 1 t  would be a pleasure to be able to sag with confidence 
that Cloonclara has, a t  all events, the distinction of once having ' 
been graced with an  ancient Round Tower. 

J.  B.  M, 

T H E  OLDCASTLE " SPEAKING STONES." 

On a previoiis page (181) something is said about ' overlooking,' 
and there is disclosed an antidote or " cure," considered 
infallible, to  which occasional resort used to be made 
in Breifcy. In  neighbouring Meath they had an equally 
efficacious method for counteracting such baleful inflnarces. 

A few miles from the boundary of Cavan and the Duegimmin 
Ogham stone, in the townland of Fearan na g-Cloch (the land of 
the stones), about two miles from Oldcastle and within easy view 
of both the Loughcrew hills and Ollamh Fodhln's judgment chair, 
are two famous " Spenli'ug Stores." The3 are the height of 
Cery tall men, and thqc green pasture-field in which they stand is 
also called by an Irish name which signifies " the field of (he 
speaking stones." To the uninitiated they look commonplwe I 

enough. Rut  a learned aetiyuwg, Mr Conwell, writing in 1873, 
says of them-"In the traditions of the neighbourhood, it is even 
yet current that thej7 have been consulted in cases where e t her 
man or beast was supposed to have been *' overlooked,' that they 
were ~nfallibly effective i r  curing the consquences of the ' evil 

" Connellan's F.F.M., p. 345, note. At Moybolopi~e '(The plain of the 
Firbolfis was fought, in A.D. 59, the  great battle of t h e  Attacotic wars. 
The Fir 2 olgs mere victor&us. See, however, MacNeillJs Celtic Ireland 
(Dnblin-192l), p. 64. 

t V. Dalton's N a g h  Sleacht. 
7 V. p. 225 this Journal, 



ey+ ' ; and that they were deemed to be unerring in na~xing the  
individual through: whom these .evil congequences came.'" 

~ h o u ~ h  these Standing Stones seem to have been specialirjts 
in 7 the eyil 'eye," of course they were consulted about things 
lost, stolen, and strayed as well, and on many' things besides. 
They had clients, too, even up to a period not very remote. There 
was one peremptory i~hibition, never on any account to put the 
same question a second time. But  peremptory and all ,as it was; 
it was disobeyed. A pilgrim who had a bad memory once came 
from afar off to  the ventxable stones. H e  put his question and 
duly received his response. But ,  unfortunately, the .,very next 
minute, before he had right set out again for home, hs forgot t h e  
answer. Turning on his steps, and totally unmindful of the di.ea,d. 
6 '  geiss " or prohibition, he repeated the question. " Wroth with 
indignation a,t, this open violation of the terms upon which they 
condescended to be consulted, 'The Spealring Stones' have never-: 
since deigned to  utter a response+" However, this rash act 
happeiied a hundred years ago, and nothing is' known to  nurse- 
anger so long. The Standing Stones are there yet. I n t h e  same 
field 300 yards behind them is a rath, and 50 years 
ago caves mere discovered in the centre. Mr Con- 
well conjectures prosaically tha,t in the old da,ys the master-spirit 
or manipulator of the responses residing in those caves. Some 
have tried to explain the working of the Delphic Oracle on tl-e 
same lines. However it may be, there can be littlle doubt that in 
ancient times the pagan rites of incantation and divination were 
practised a t  tlrsse Stones on the verge of South Cavap and uudw 
the sha.dow of the Loughcrew hills, in a district that oboe formed 
part of Breifny. J 

The belief in the evil eye, it may be added, was very p n ~ ~ l r : n t  
in Ireland in old times:: , The Fomorian champion, Balor of 
the  Mighty Blows, was above all others noted for it. His baleful 
eye be never opened, it is said, except on the field of battle, and 
then one glance or g1ar.e of it was enough to enfeeble a whole ?rmy 
of his enemies. .The belief in the unwholesomo eve mLly be died 
in ma.ny places, but though dying it certainly still lingers on in 
'Breifry: A plerson, you mill be told, comes by - t  w11.v in ilif.u;cy, 
a s  a result of an act of over-inddgence on the part of \he  ~ t ~ ; ~ t J : c r .  
B u t ,  once acquired, it sticks to him all his life t h n i ~ q l ~  Fc: mfnv re- 
m'ain unconscioue of it. Should such an indivii1:lnl w r ~ l ;  ! o  hi17 
your horse or your heifer a t  the fair much better Ict, I im hav,: it. 
:The animal would not thrive with you a,fterwards. The writer 

* Disrove~!~  of the T0m.h o f  0llnm.h. Fodhla, by E.  A. Conwell, M.R.I.A., 
F.R.Hist. *Roc., etc.-Dubliil, 1873, p.1. 

t Do. 
$ Cf. Joyce's Social Histoly~ of Ireland, Vol. I.? p. 309: C 



knew one or two who had this reputatjon, undeservedly, of 
course. 

However, if you suppose that Ireland has a monopoly in super- 
stitions-that is relics usually from old pagan timy-you are 
very much mistaken. hIrs Hewitt's work, already mentioned, 
(v. note p. -) gives, amongst others-all in occasional use in 
Devorshille a t  least up to 1892-a charm to cure a b u n ,  a charm 
used to stanch blood, and a mysterious plan to detect a thief with 
t h ~  keg of the front door and the Bible':' Moreover, this lady an- 
tiquary tells us of a Devonshire man who came to her in dire dis- 
tress because his " poar wive " was bswitched. " Her an t  abin 
able," he bemoaned, "tu zlape a wink nor sight zo much as wid 
liep a mouz. alive. Her is awverluked, zartin zure 1 "  Plainly 
this dreadful "overlooking" is not corfined to our shores. (V. The 
Antiquary, Aug. 1892, p. 87.) As may be sesn by consulting any 
Encyclopaedia it is both world wide and o l e  of the oldest of be- 
li'efs. (See, for instance, Chambers' or " The New I'opdar.") 
Chambers' "Bocrk of Days" d'escribes hundreds of English and 
Scottish superstitions, but it happens not to mertion this one. 
Udal's Dometshire Folk Lore, published this year (1922), gives 
many antidotes against witchcraft, as well as many instances of 
overlooking that happened in 1873. I t  also tells of a family re- 
moving to escape the evil eye. This occurred in 1913. 

P. MARTIN. 
L-0- 

T H E  AUTHOR OF "ST. KILIAN." 

John Keegan Casey, better known by his pen-name of 
" Leo," who has been referred to in the paper on 
Mul!agh, was born a t  Mount Dalton in Westmeath, 
beside the famous hill of Ushnagh and within eight or 
nine miles of Ballyn~ahon, the birthplace of Goldsmith, 
on 22nd August, 1846. He died on 17th March, 1870, before his 
gifts were fully matured. Still, some of his songs, such as  " The 
Rising of the Moor ," " The Colleen Rue," " Gracie Og N a -  
chree," will bear conipa~ison with Burns' ,and promise to continue 
a permanent possession of Irish literature. Among his more 
ambitious efforts "St. Kilian, A Lay of the Early Missionary 
Days," holds the first place. It was published in 1866. It is a 
long Noem of thirty-two four-lined stanzas. The Mullagh tradi- 
tiors embodied in it, he gathmered on the spot, and they may be 
unhesitatiagly accepted as aujhentic. Before writing it he visit- 
ed the district and remained for a c0nsiderabl.e time the guest of 

' The late Professbr Roche, of ~ a v a n ,  witnessed the identical plan 
used .nanr KiIleshandra, 



Rev. John Conaty, who was then the parish priest. I t  is a very 
fine poem. Soon aftsr its publication, between fire-sidz jeading 
and competitive recitations got up in the schools by i 'athsr 
Conaty, it became as  familiar in the neighbourhood as a Nursery 
Rhyme. At tha Golden Jubilee of St .  Kilian's Church, cele- 
brated in October 1908 with great village splendour, lt mas 
revived. Through the exertions of Mr T. P. RI'Kentm Lhe 
scenes depicbed in the piece had been reproduced a s  faithfully as 
could be done, and photographed. I n  the evcening in a great 
marquee the recitation of the poem, illustrated by slides taken 
from these photographs, was the crowning evcllt of the festivities. 
Cassy died in Dublin and was buried in Glasnevin where a fino , 

monument marks his grave. 
For h;s biography see O'Donoghue's Poets  of Ireland,  or the 

same author's Irish Ability. J. P. Farrell, orce R1.P. for W. 
Cavan aud subsequently for a division of his native county (Long- 
ford) who has just passed to the majoritp (he died on 10th Decem- 
ber, 1921), wrote in 1891 The His tory  of the C o u n t y  of L o A g j o d ,  
and in it he gives very full details of Casey's life, and even speci-- 
mens of his poetry (pp. 346-356), of which hae was a great ad- 
mirer. My Farrell humbly confesses he is no poet himself. 7 

" But," he adds, " I car conscientiously declare if ever I did 
think of atttemnting to soar into lyrical regions, it was when 1 read 
the songs of the dead L2o." Casey's conrection with Longford 
was that he was born on its borders and lived for a short time in 
Ballymahon. 

Ph. O'C. 
__a___ 

5 
T E R M O N  OR H O S P I T A L  L A N B  I N  CAVAN,  1590. 

The original of the document appended is in the Public Record 
Office, Dublin. One or two conver?tional symbols for ofben recur- 
ring words then in vogue in writing Latin it would be impossible 
to reproduce without specially cast type. 'Phess have been 
replaced by the words in full. Otherwise an exact copy is 
aimed a t .  

I n  the text of Cardinal Mornn's edition of Archdall's 
Monasticon thers is a list so similar that it seems al? extract from 
the same source. The date given in it for the Inquisition, though 
it is not stated it was held a t  Cavan, is the 9th September. But  
this may b3 taken as a slip for the 19th. It gives in alphabetic 
order the same names, but with about a dozen misprints or 
eyrors in transcription. Dromlane, for inu ta~ce ,  appears as 
Drombane, and it has a Belliclamy Phillip; but the only mistakes 
that obscure the identity of the places are, Dromkeman for Drom- 
loman ; Dronneerasse for Dromegrasse ; and Crosserboghe for Cros- 
serloghe. Casheltarra, too, should be credited with 3 e n o t  3- 
cartrons or pulls ofland, though their value, 3s 9d, is correct 



Cardinal i\loyan's List is a faithful transcript from the Addenda 
in the original or 1786 ed. of Archdall, p. 783. I t s  heading about 
endowed Hospitals 'suggests, however, that it contains endow. 
ments of parish cllurclies exactly like those returned for the 
neighbouring Courty of- Monaghan hy the " Grand Inquisition 
of Ulsber " in 1591, and noLhing more. 

For a discussion of the meaning of the terpl Hospital the 
reader i~ referred to Mr. O'Connellls paper on Mi~llagh (p. 3 39). 

One of our members (Mr Walker) has identified the location 'of 
most of the 44 Hospitals of 1590. But it is as well to defer the 
publication until the list he, if possible, quite complete. 

P.R.O. ,  Dublin, Exch. Inquis. Eliz. No. 3-Estract' cujusl' In-  
quisicois capt in Anno R R Elizabeth Tricessimo secunclo con- 
cernen' quasd' terr' vocat' Termon Landes. 

Inquisitio capta apud Cavan Decimo nono Die Septembris Anno 

Doinini 1590 Annoque Regni dne nre Klizabcth~ Dei gratit~ Anglie 
ffranc' et hibernia liegine fidei Defens' tricesimo secunclo corum 
Edwardo herbert Ar' vic', com' Cavan et  Rosse Connor ck Corn' 
Catan gen' virtute cuiud' Commission' due Regine sub magno duo 
Sigill Hegni sui hibernie. . . . . apud Dublin xiij. Die Augusti 
A m o  R.  R. xxxij dtis Comission et al' Direct' aut aliquibus duo- 
bus eorum ad inquirendum per sacrelnentum per bonos et legales 
hom' tam infra libertatev quam extra d'e omnibus et singulis terr' 
tent' et heredit' quibuscumque a dta clomina Regina et progenit' . 
suis concellat substract' et injuste detent vt per eandern com- 
mission' magis plane liquet per sacrementurn bonum at legaliurn 
hominum quorum nomina subscribrunt'. 

Edward' O'Reylie de Iiilnecrotte, Rlulmore J l c  EIugli O'lieylic 
de slaae gen', Thlogh O'Reilie de Licashell gent' en Choggie 
O'Reylie de Edreclogh gent', Cahir Mc Mulmors 0 Reylie de 
Carrig gent', Owen 0 Reylie de Donmorrie gent, Xiver (7)  i\lc 
Gerroit 0 Reylie de Mullagh gent, Hugh Mc James 0 Reylie de 
Dondawen gent, HughMc Shane hlc Cahir de Shaugl~kagh gent', 
Johannes Mc En  Rowe de Ballmcen Rowe g e ~ t ' ,  Thomas Bradye 
de Kille i Manye gent, Hugh 0 Sheridante de Togher gent, Cal~ir 
14c Edmond 0 Reylie de Agholie gent, Mulmore Mcfferrall 
0 Reylie de Lisballa gent, Manus O Bradye de [blank] gel?' Wm 
og Mc Prior 0 Sheridan gent', fferrall hlc Kenna de Ballgm'ken', 
Connor Mc Shane Roe i\lc Bradye gen' Wrn Mc Thomas i\4c 
Kenna de Desert, Thomas n'Ic Peirs Bradye de C a v a ~ .  

Qui quidem jur' dicunt super sacramenta suorum qnod per 
aict' pliament' tent' apud Dublin Termon sive llospital de Tom 
regin in dict' corn' continen sex pull sive cartr' cum suia ptinlcn 
de j u ~ e  spect' et pertiner' debent ad dcam Beginam hered' et 
successores suos vt annex' Corone Anglie et hibernie vt per dict 
Act' mugis plane liquet. E t  dicunt quod. virtute euisdem Act' 



parliamen' Termon sive hospital Clooncosa continen' Duo pull 
sive cartr' in dict' com' ad dict' Dnam Regicam pert' (at pertinere 
debent et valenl; inter se per annum ultra oia onera e t  repris' 
viijs moazte hibernie E t  dicunt quod virtube euisdeni Act' par- 
liament' Termon sive hospital' de Dromlane continen' xxxij pull 
sive cadtr' in dict' com' cu' pertinem ad dcam Dnam Reginam 
spectant et pertinere d'abent et valant per annum xxxijs Ac etianl 
Termon sive hospital de Annagha continan' unum pull sive cartr' , 

val' per anuum xijd. 
[The inquisition in this way recites forty-four denominations of 

" termon, tearmon or hospital " lands, with their extent and 
yearly value, as shown in the accompanying table. I t  t l~en 
proceeds :-I 

Scit' et precinct' Monast' de Cavan cont' 4 pull', val' pcr m- 
num iijs iiijd. 

E t  etiam dicunt cluod vill' de Aghelerr in barr' de Castlerahin 
cont' 2 pull' ad dict' Regin' pertinet 'et pertinere debent' i.atione 
attinct' Bria'ni Mc Phelim 0 Reylye et valet per annum ijs. - 

E t  'cunt quod omnia et singula premissa fuerunt et sunt a 
dict' I? egina que nunc est substract' concellat' e t  iniustre detent'. . 

I n  cuius rei Testimonium Sigilla nostra vnacm sigill' Jurat '  pre- 
dict' opposuimus~ q 

Exd. per JACOB NEWMAN. 

Translation. 

Extract of an Inquisition taken in the 32nd year of the reign oi 
Queen Elizabeth concerning certain lands called l'ermon Lands. 

Inquisition taken at Cavan 19th Septamber, 1590, the 32nd 
year of the reign of our lady Elizabeth by the grace df God of 
England, France and Ireland, Queen, Def&der of the Faith, be- 
fore Edward Herbert, Sheriff of County Cavan, and Rosse Con- 
nor of the County of Cavan, gentlemawby virtue of a Comniission 
of our lady the Queen under her great seal of her Kingdom of Ire- 
land. . . . . at Dublin 13th August in the 32nd year of her reign 
directed to the said Commissioners and others or to any two of 
them, to  inquire by the oath of good and lawful m1en both within 
the liberties and without concerning all and singular the lands, 
tenements and hereditaments .whatsoever from our said lady the 
Queen and her progenitors, co~cealed, withdrawn and unlawfully 
detained, as by, that samle Commission mora plainly appears, by 
the oath of the good and lawful men whose names are written 
below :- 

Edward 0 Reylie of Kilnecrotte, Mulmore Mc Hugh 0 Reylia 
of Slane, gentleman, Tirlogh 0 Reilie of Liscashell gent., en 
Choggie 0 Reylie of Edreclogh, gent, Cahir BIc Mulmore 0 $eylie 
of Carrig, gent, Owen 0 Reylie of Donmorrie gent, Eiver (1) 



Mc Gerroit 0 Beylie of Mullagh, gent, Hugh Mc James 0 Reylie 
Dondawen, gent, Hugh MacShane Mc Cahir of Shaughlcngh, 
gent, John Mc E n  Rowe of Ball[y] AIc en Howe, gent, Thomas 
&adye of KiUe 1 Manye, gent, Hugh 0 Sheridans of T0gh.r 
gent Cahir Mc Edmond 0 Reylie of Agholie, gent, i\lulmore Mc 
r'errall 0 Reylie of Lisballa, gent, Manus O Uradye of [ 1 
gent, W m  Og Mc Prior 0 Sheridan, gent, Ferrall Mc lienria of 
BallyMcKen[na], Connor Mc Shane Roz Mc Bradje,  gent, TVm 
Mc Thomas Mclienna of Desert, Thomas Mc l'eirs Bradyc, of 
Cavan. 

Who, being sworn, say on their oath that by the said l'arlia- 
ment held a t  Dublin the Termon or Hospital of Tomregiq in the 
said county, containing six pulls or cartrons with their appur- 
tenawes should of right belong and pertain to the said Queen, 
her heirs and successors us annexed to the Crown of England and 
Ireland as by the said Act more plainly appears; and they say 
that by virtue of that same Act of l'arliament the Ternlon or 
Hospital of Clooncosa, containing two pulls or cartrons in the 
said county pertains and ought to pertain to our said ludy the 
Queen and are worth between them 8s Irish money per nntr. 
beyond the charges and reprises. And they say that by virtue of 
that same Act of Parliament the Termon or Hospital of Drom- 
lane, containing 32 pulls or cartrons in the said county, with ap- 
purtenances belong and ought to pertain to our said lady the 
Queen, and are worth per ann. 32s; and also the Termon or Hos- 
pital of Annagha, containing one pull or cartron, worth pel. a m .  
12d. 

[and so on as shown in the list on next pag.' ] 
The site and precinct of the Monastery of Cavan containing 

half a pull, worth per ann. 3s4d. 
And they say also that the townland of Aghalerr in the barony 

of Castlerahan containing 2 pulls pertains and ought t o  pertam to 
the said Queen' by reason of the attainder of Brian Alcl'heLm 
O'Reylye, and they are worth 2s pel. ann.  

And they say that all and singular the premises were and are 
withdrawn, concealed and unlawfully detained from the said 
Queen. 

I n  bestimon~ whereof we have affixed our seals together witn 
the seals of the jurors aforesaid. 

Exd. by JAMES NEWMAN. 

Note-The word " pull " for which " poll " appears in Eng- 
libh, was a local denomination of land, of very different s i g ~ i f i  
cance fro111 the English pole or perch. According to the values 
set out in the foregoing Inquisition a pull  (except that half "pull" 
which was the site of the monastery of Cavan with, no doulh, its 
buildings) was valued a t  12d, and an acre (as a t  Clona) was valued 



a t  Id, from which it would appear that in .this. case a pull. con- 
tained 12 awes. But in the lease of certain monastery lands ob- 
tainxl from Queen Elizabeth by Hugh O'n'eyly of the Brennye, 
chief of his nation, in 1571 each "poll" is said to onta in  by ~ s t i -  
mation 30 acres arable land and 20 pasture and mountain" and in 
l(i01, %hen an i~quisition was taken into the possessions of Mol- 
mopy 0 R e ~ l i e  who was slain in the Queen's service a t  the Battle 
of the Yellow Ford in 1598 it is said that each pull  contains 60 
acres arable:) These discrepnl~cies arz probnbly due to uncer- 
tain notions of what made an acre. To 'the English official it \Gas 
then, as now, based on the perch of 16h feet: ; but this mensure 
was not oi ordinary use in Ireland; even in the Yale the ''country 
measure " gave an acre containing threes or even four(l stan- 
dard acres. What a juror in a purely Irish district mleant is 
hardly to be discovered from the English lawyers' drafting of the 
return to the inquisition. 

LIST OF TERMON OR HOSPITAL LANDS IN CAVAN. 

Denomination, Tomregin ; extent, 6 pulls or cartrons ; .2 

and Clooncosa; extent, 2 pulls or cartrons; yearly value, 
of both combined, 8s. Dromlane; extent, 32 pulls .or 
cartrons; yearly value, 32s. Annaha; %tent,: 1 pull 
or cartron; yearly value, 12d ; Casheltarra, 36, 3s 9d ; Urnye, 
3 ; 3s ; Iiilmor+e, 6 ; 6s ; Dynn, 8: ; 8s ; Tonaghinore by Kilmore, 3 ; 
3s ; Markill, 2 ; 2s ;' Annaghgalve, & ; 6d ; Lawye, 23 ; 2s 9d ; Lur- 
gat-boye, &;: 6cl; Larra, 3 ; 3s ; Magheriehullagh, 3 ; 3s ; Dronge, 
1ij; I s  6d ; 'Killisertdenyn, 6 ;  6s; Dromegrasse, I ;  12d; Drom- 
gowna, .2 ; 2s ; Knockabrydy; + ; 6d ; Kilconny, 1 ; 12d ; Inneslryn 
2 ;  2s; Moybolge, 3%4::Ys ;-Rantnvin, 2 ; 2s ; Rahawna, 1 ; 12d ; Kil- 
lenkeare, 2 ; 2s; Ballyclanny Phillip, 3 ; 3s; Largann,, 2 ;  2s; Cas- 
tlerahin 2 ; 2s ; C(r)osserloghe, 4 ; 4s ; Monterconnaght 4 ; 6d ; Clon- 
Iryaghvoy, 4 ;  4s; Kylbryde, +; 6d; Ballymachnight (?), 3 acres; 
3d; Kildromfeart, 8 pulls, 8s; Ballintample, 2 pulls; 2s; Drom- 
loman, 1 ; 12d ; Kildallan, 2 ; 2s ; Slanerx 1 ; 12d ; Clona, 1. :tore ; 
I d ;  Kilfert, 2 pulls ; 2s ; Templeport, 4 pulls ; 4s ; Templedowa, 1 ; 
12d; Kille-magh, 1 ; 12d. 

I n  this list the lands of forty-four Cavan Hospita,ls are account- 
ed for. D m m l a ~ e ' s  is included, but not Cavan Monastery's + 
pull nor the attainbed Brian OJReil1y's townland of Aghalerr, 
which contained 2 pulls. The latter certainly was not Hospital 
land. J.B.M. 

Fiants Eliz. No. 1681. 
'f Cavan Inquis. P.R.O., Dublin. 
S Tiants Eliz., 5032. 
8 Ib.  5745. 
11 Ib. 5803. 



:BOOK REVIEW. 

His tory  o j  Monaghan for Two H u n d r e d  Years  1660-1860 by Denis 
Carolan Hushe, B.A.-Dundalk ; Wm. Tempest, 1921. 

- 12s Bd net. 

~ r ' c a r o l a n  H8ushe, whom we 'are very pleased to claim as one 
of our members, needs no introduction to the readers of this or 
any other Irish Antiquarian Journal. On subjects of gsneral 
archteo1ogic:~l interest he has long been an authority among the 
a~ithorities tllemselves; and he is, of course, t h e  authority on all 
matters appertaining to the hisiory of his native county buck to 
the landing of the lady Ceasair. I n  two charming books, and in 
numerous articles he had already made many of us more familiar 

, with the soeial and econon~ic conditions of MacMahon's county 
during the past three huncll'~c1 years than we can ever hope to be 
Gith those of our own. Single-handed, he had done most of the 
labour of a local Antiquarian Society himself. I t  was with more 
than usual expectation, therefor*, that we awaited delivery of his 
last and most ambitious work; and expectation has been richly 

. . 
rewarded. 

I t  is not within our province to dzul with the political history 
which, as might be expechd, forms: so large a portion of the book. 
We shall content ouiselvev by saying that the authbr never in- 
trudes his personal views save where he comments. His  facts 
are as reliable as a Blue Book. 

I t  is impossible within the compass of a brief notice to attempt 
to do justice to the social and economic history to which Mr Rushe 
devotes several'chapters. I n  our estimation these chapters are 
by far the best in the  book. I t  would be difficult to  conceive a 
clearer presentation than he gives of the whole social fabric of the 
county, from the labouring man to the county magmbe, or a 
more thorough analysis of Monaghan's industrial life during the 
closing yeurs of the  18th century. These are matters of deep 
interest t o  any Irish antiquarian. They are not t o  be gathered 
from either Annalists or State Records, but from native observa- 
tion and native tradition now fast fading away. 

In  the light of our own Peading of Breifne history-with the pos- 
sibla exc~pt ion of the N.E.  border, where the proximity of Non- ' 
aghan must have considerably affected us-the lives of Cacan 
people did not approach as closely the Monaghan standards as o re  
might expect. The r3eas6ns are, perli,aps, discoverable in the fact 
that Cavan had an earlier experience of feudalism than had MOP- 
aghan. The Jacobenn Plantation, as Mr Rushe points out, affect- 
ed County Monaghan-to a much smaller extent than it did County 



Cava.n. Moraghan was approximately a .  two-class county-gen 
try and commonalty. There was a, quite distinct yeoman class 

.. . in Cavan, and the existence of the feudal yeoman presupposes a 
t iers i t & ,  or a thrall class. Such scraps ?f .records as me have 
show that the lower classes in County C,avan must have been 
much worsa off in the 18th century than those of the correspond- 
ing classes in County Afonaghan. Certainly, their daily n7ag.s 
and their accompanying perquisites were far short of those which 
i\fr Rmhe gi~:es as myrent in his county at the same time. If 
we can trust thz Par l i l~rne t~ tary  Gazetteel '  this unfortu~ate state 
of a.Bairs continued well into the 19th century; for it sums up 
the condition of the small Cavan farmers prior to the famine as 
follows :- 

Miserahl'e tenantry exist in penury, degradation, abase- 
ment acd ignorance, probably quite as great as the serfs of 
feudalised Europe during the Middle Ages. 

I f  such was the small farmer's cohdition what must have been 
that of those not so favourably circumstanced? 

We are highly pleased wfth the author's treatment ofHeart11 
Money Roll. Adopting the first partial census of the New Irelt,nd 
after the Commonwealth Plantation .as the jumping. off 1:lncc in. 
his history, he shows how much may be deduced from -,van :- par- 
tial analysis of this extremely important enumeration. Mr 
Rushe's enumeration is confessedly incomplete. H e  has, kcw- 
ever, done worlr of the greatest antiquarian importance in 1 !acing 
tho full lists of the Rolls extant for Monaghan ah the dispxal of 
local antiquarians who may desire to carry the study further. I n  
recent years quite a number of tyros have taken to the cult of the 

. Hearth Money Roll. But  with most of them their investigations 
are confired to topographical verifications, or to  identifications of 
modern surnames in their 17th century garb:' To all such we re- 
commend a close study of the chapter on the subject. 

The author will pardon drawing his attention to one little thing 
that grated. H e  apologises for the anglicissd generation which 
calls Scarrageeragh Emyvale. The " vale," we presume, is 
English, but the " Emy " is as old as the Collas, and marks the 
inland home of the TJi Meith who were called Uf Meith hfacha to 
distinguish them from the members of the same family, the 
Ui Meith Mara, who have given their name to Omeath on the 
Eastern border of the Collas' kingdom. 

.i\!Ir Shane Leslie, hims~lf a Monaghan man, contributes a fine 
ir!troduction. The book is richly illustrated. I t  is published by 
the Dundalgan Press, Dundalk, a sufficient guarantee that in 
form i t  is as flawless as any book brought out in this country 
cciuld ba. 

- AODH FIONN. 



LITERARY NOTES. - 
The Ui ~ e i ~ s e a l a i g h  .nistorical Society of Wexford is, in its 

aims and objects a, twin society to the Breifny Antiquarian. one. 
As  if further to justify7the expression both were borrl on t l ~ a  same 
day; its initial m~e t ing  was held on the 8th January, 1820, as 
was ours. Later on our distinguisJled contributor-Dr Grattan- 
Flood-assisted it by hn inaugural lecture delivered a t  Wexford 
town. 

The first number of its annual, The Past ,  is a splendid pw- 
duction of 157 pages well illustrated. The articles, though 
excell'ent, can hardly be expected to be of any special 
interest to our members; Wesford is veiy far away. . Yet 
strange to say, the very first words on the first printed page show 
a connection between Kilnlore and Ferns-a diosese that em- 
braces, a,long with a, southern portion of Wiulilow, almost the en-- 
tire of County Wesford. A beautiful sonnet by Father Paul 
Iiehoe, which introduces the' volume, hcjs as it openiug lines:- 

Here, in the land of Sainted Aidan trod, 
Deep shall we delve for relics of the past. 

. Moreover, the front of the highly ornate cover has 
as its centre-plece a fine illustration of the Saint re- 
ceiving in the year 600 a grant of lands at Ferrs-and E7erns was 
aft'erwards the capital of Leinstcr--from Xing Brandulp. 

The Breifny Society wishes ius Sister Society all success; m J  
more particularly in its efforts to  trace the life and labours of the 
Sainted Aidan, a, Saint born in Cavan in the sixth century, who 
is honoured as the founder and patron of this Wexford diocese. 

Of the South-Eastern corner of Ireland, just specified, there 
are already two fine* histories; one in six volumes (61 to £2 per 
volume) of "The Town and County of Wexford " by Mr Hore, and 
one of " The Diocese of Ferns "-a dioecese which, as stated, 
taken in almost all Wesford-by Dr Grattan-Flood. Still a 
county's history is practically inlexhaustible. Scholarship, be- 
sides, is advancing every day; new sources of information are 
being laid bare, new facts reached, and new lights thrown on old 
facts. There is no finality. So there was felt the need for a 
Wesford 13istorical Soclety. 

Breifny has a long les-may to make up. The only work, pur- 
porting to be historical and dealing specifically with any portion 
of it, that we know of, is "Sketches of the Highlacds of Cavan,". 
etc., by a " Looker-On." I t  was publish'ed by James Reed, Bel- 
fast, in 1856. 

The "Looker-On " was Rev, Randal hil'Collum, the Presby- 
terian Minister of Shercock; and the sketches and articles contri- 
buted to the local Press, put together in this book, were penned 



during the famine years. They are honestly a rd  boldly written, 
and brightened by many peak quotations. No one is obliged to 
accept the theoritas and speculations; but there is no reason, that 
we know of, against accepting the facts as far a.s they go. They 
were carefully gathered and throw much light ou Cavan. If all 
books are good, though some bether than others; then there can 
be no gainsaying but the " Highlands " is the best historica,l work 
dealirg with Breifny. I t  is now not easy to get. But twenty 
ycars ago it sold as a " remainder " in Smitlifield Market, Bel- 
fast, for a very small sum. 

A correspondent in The I ~ i s h ,  Book Iiove; (Aug.-Sept., 1921, 
p. 18) in a reply to one of our members ("P.J.B.") states that 
Rev. Mr M'Collum also wrote "Revival of Christianity in Ulstrer"' 
(Derry, 1861); on " The Arrninian Controversy " (Belfast, 1862); 
" Hughesinna" (ibid, 1864) ; and a "Memoir of Dr Cooke" (ibid, 
1869) ; and' that all of them are in the Library of Magee College, 
Derry. 

Though there is no obligation whatever to do so, members.are 
earnestly invihed to contribute papers or articles. I n  the "pre- 
paration of them any assistance% their power will be gladly given 
by the Editorial Committee. There is now available a fairly 
large number of documents and books, and any of these, if 
needed, would be lent with pleasure. Of course, subjects of 
Braifr?.ian interest alone would suit. As a thousand and 0% such 
subjects clamour for notice it would be improbable that two mem- 
bers would select the same thsme. But  the slight danger c m  be 
obviated by communicatirg with the Hon. Secretary. Tt ~hould 
b j  remlembered that a homely description of somathing in one's 
own district hitherto unnoticed in print would be the most i\ ~ l -  
come of all. ;4rticles, no matter how carefully written, made up 
out of books and records already in print, and out of tlaug5r of 
perishing, are for an Antiquarian Journal only second-class n at- 
ter (See pp. 2 and 3, and a.lsowpp. 10-15 in this Journal.) 

. Members are also urgently requested t o  inform the Eon  :;.ere- 
tary about any object of antiquity, no matter how apparmjly trl- 
vial, that exists or may turn up in their neighbourhood. . 

'For the three Dromahair illustrations, and also for that of ' 

O'Curry, the Society is indebted to the kindness of Messrs Gill 
and Son, Dublin. In the one on the front of the polor i h e  mclll~ 
of OIR.ourke's Banqueting Hall are first discernible oa ihe left, 
behind the bridge; but they 3re a great deal higher than ore would 
infer from the photograph. The modern mansion on the right, 
electrically lighted, is the residence of Captail1 G. Hewson, 0P.L. 
He1.1ind i t ,  but out of the picture, is Villiers' Castle, a splendid 
ruin. .All t h e e  b..uuildings on the banks of the Bonet occupy the 
site, a rd  most probably embody the stones, of the last ,of the 
O'Rourke stragholds of the early 17th.century. 



I n  the Caran Election for two Knights of the Shire, held in 
1761, the Rt .  Hon. Henry Grattan's father, James Grattan, Re- 
corder of Dublin, voted. H e  was the 532nd out of a t o t d  of 1,157 
to record his vote, and this he did on the 6th day. The polling 
lasted from Morday, the 4th May, till Saturday, the 23rd, both 
inclusire, i.e., for full three weeks. The High Sheriff of the year 
mas Sir Archibald Acheson, and his MS. Poll Book Reads :- 

KO. of voter, 532; Voter's name, James Grattan; Freehold 
out of which he votes, Garryross; Place of Abode, Dublin. 
H; was one of fifty that came from Dublin to exercise the 
franchise in that strenuous election. About double that 
number came from various other parts of Ireland, and tra- 
velling was by r o  means easv in those days. Two came all 
the way from the " City of Cork." 

Th'a townland named lies a mile west of L. Sheelin. I t  
was in his grandson's hands, son of the great tribune, until 
after 1850. This is evidenced by a lease dated the 25th 
March in that year from Henry Grattan to  Patrick Fitz- 
simors, the largest tenant of Garryross. I t s  other 22 occu- 
piers were tenants at  will. Subsequently the townland was 
acquired by "Charles Langdale and others," and they sold it 
in the Landed Estates Court along with Derrylane, Laclmn 
Lower, Legaweel and Legaginny, all in the parish of Ballin- 
temple and Barconny-Grattan, near Mountprospect. Prob- 
ably all these tonrnlands as well were included in the Grattan 
Estate,  a r d  belonged a t  one time to the famous orator. Lac- 
Iran Lower certainly did. 

I n  a paper read on June 27th, 1821, before the R.I.A., Mr J. P. 
Dalton adduces the strongest reasons for holding both that the 
" Domnach Maighe Sleacht," of the Tripartite, was within the 
doubls-ringed rath still surrounding the chapel and graveyard of 
ICilnnvart in the parish of Templeport, ancl that Cromm Cruaich 
stood on Derrvragh Rath, which is a mile 8.W. of Kilnavarf and 
bcsicle the village of Ballvmagauran. Locally Derrgragh is pro- 
11011nced Derraugh. On the other hand, both Canon O'Hanlon 
and Archbishoi~ Healy located this famous pre-Christian idol a t  
Ed'evtinnv. a low limestone ridge in the parish of Ballinamore, 
nearlv midway between Ballinnmore town and Fenngh, and about 
six miles almost due west of Ballvmagauran. The latter popular 
historian, moreover, considered that the  ruin^ of Oughteragh 
Church indicate the site of the Domnach Maighe Sleacht or 
Church of S t .  Patrick. Both these interrelated opinions must 
gi~le way, we believe, to Mr Dalton's investigations. Oughteragh 
;q the oldar l ~ n d  A~tter'l titJe of Rnllinamor~ narish, and there is a 
d i~ t inc t  local tradition that the original place of worship at  
Oughteragh (in the " w p e r  " field), from which it took the name, 
was built not bv St .  Patrick, but by St. Brigirl. The traditioll 
corrpborab.es Mr Dalton's conclusiors, 



I n  passing through Magh Rein, on his way to  Magh Slecht.and 
just before entering it, Patrick " ordained Bruscus (or Brose) to 
the ministry and founded a church." Bruscus, no doubt, was 
commissioned to attend to  Magh Reir! (or part of it) as was a 
litt!e later Methbrain, the Apostls's relative, to  Mag11 Sleacht. Mr 
Dalton suggests that the ancient Church of the Moy a t  Newtomn- 
gore, now a ruin, marks the spot where Bruscus began his mis- 
sion. The hamlet is in the parish of Carrigallen. Should Mr 
Dalton's conjecture be upheld this is still another parish ir! Kil- 
more that can enter a claim to foundation by our National 
Apostle. 

The paper refsrrsd to is entitled C ~ o m n z .  Cjqunich of Maqh 
Sleacht. It is a most valuable contribution to Bteifnian anti- 
quities, and  has just been published in the Academy's Proceedings 
(Dublin-Hoclges, Figgis, and Co.-2s 6d.. , 

G 

ORBlTUARY NOTIICES. 

The Soci'ety has to regret the death of three of its members 
during the year 1921. 

The first is R e v .  B r o t h e ~  Judin (Cooke), Superior of the Marist 
Institute, Bailieboro', who passed away on the 18th February, 
a t  the early age of 45. Brother Justin was born in Cootehill on 
the 15th May,  1875. At the age of 25 he relinquished a most pro- 
mising commercial career in Glasgow to  join the Order of which 
he became a distinguished member. H e  was a mar  of great 
broadmindedness, of wide information. and marked ability. The 
Cavan Techrical Committee, a t  once recognising both 
hi< tact and his unusual grasp of agricultural and 
twlinical matters, asked him to become their Chair- 
man, ~nc1 t o  the reqnest, unanimously made, with the  
permission of his Superiors, he acceded Lisgar Castle, Bailie- 
horo', int.ndec1 as the i a r i s t  Juniorate ~ n d  Novitiate for the Bri- 
tish Isles, was taken over in March. 1915. Thte burning down 
,of this house by a disastrous fire in November, 1918, was for 
Brother Justin, its Director, a great trial In  copirg with the 
m m y  difficulties arising out of it hs  showed equal courage and re- 
sourcefulness. The new building he had begun to e;ect on its 
~ l l i n s  will be, when completed, one of the finest colleges in the 
l a d ,  with accommodation for 303 stuclerts. 

As to the local Antiq. Society he was among the first, 
when the project was mouted, to  encourage its establish- 
ment n r d  to write promising his support. H e  came all the way 
from Bailieboro' to attend its first General Meeting. Owing to  
hie scholarship, his keen interest in everything relating to his 

I 



native county and his knowledge of its p a t ,  the Society recog- 
nises that in losing him it loses one of its.most earrest and pro- 
mising members. To h:s relatives in Coobehill, as well as to his 
colleagues of the great Congregation of 5,000, whose lives are 
given up to the spread in all parts of religion and education, it 
begs to te\nder its most respectful sympathy. 

A month eallier the Society had to regret the death of another 
of its original members, Mr Henry Kennedy, B . L .  

Mr Kennedy belonged to an old Cavan family that has been 
living in the county town for many gererations. His grand- 
father, iar Edward J. Kennedy, had all the honours the  town 
could confer; was several times Mayor of Cavan, and along with 
the late Mr John Gannor, faced great personal risks for public 
ends, and did all it was then possible for +energy and foresightecl- 
ness to accomplish for the town's progress and prosperity. Theirs 
are the outstanding names among those that filled the highest 
C'ivic office. It is of interest to observe that Lacken Lower, Mr Ed .  
Iienned~i's property in the Balliragh district*. had once been 
owned by Henry Grattan, of 1782 fame. A visit in connection 
with it of the great orator to Ballinagh was an evert  that is not 
yet forgotten. 

On removing to Dublir, 1 Ed.  Kennedy's son, another 
Edward, was High Sheriff of ths City in the year of his father's 
death, 1885, and Lord Mayor of Dublin five gears subsequentlp. 

Mr Eenry Kenrledy, youngest son of the late Mr Hugh P. 
Kennedy, C.S., Cavan, w8s educated a t  Clongowes. H e  served 
ns an Officer in the Great War, was captured by the Germans, 
and remained a prisoner for over a year. His death occurred in 
fhvitzerland on 8t'h January, 1921, the result of an accident. 

Harry Kennedy, as everybody affectionately called him, was 
one of the best of friends and most genial of companions. His 
&eat11 a t  a comparativelv early age is regretted by all who knew 
him, and more eqpeciallv by his townsmen and by his brother 
Ba~ricters of the N.E.  Circuit. H c  h ~ l p e d  io the formation of 
th- Antiqunrian Society with great zest, just as would in anyll~il-g 
that he b.1 w e d  would promote either goclrl-fel!owship, direct 
a-nusement, or the gain and pleasure of erl 'ghtcnment, parl:cu- 
larlv in hiu native town and county. 

A ladv was tha last of our members who left us in 1921 for "the 
undiscorered country, from whose bourn no travdler returnsw- 
Miss Martha JLough, Drom Mollac House, Killeshandra. The 
family to which she belonged came or:ninally from Monaghar- 
an ancestor in 1672 entertained John Wesley a t  their home near 
C'lones-but it has been identified with Cavan I n  the 19th. as 
 ell as in the 18th century, it made sacrifices for principle. But ,  

* V. p. 225 this Journal, 



however noted the nlembers of it mag be, the  deceased lady seems 
to have been one of thle best of them. " Kind hearts are more 
than coronets." Her-life she devoted to  doirg good in whatever 
way she could ; nor had she any other ambition. Except in con- 
nowtion with founding a Technical School for girls, assisting a t  a 
Flower Show, organizing a Bazaar or Concert for some charitab!e 
purpos2, cr promoting the cause of Tempearnce in a practical 
and effective fashion, her name was pever heard of; and her days 
were full of such works of grace and thoughtfulness. In  her 
immediate neighbourhood she was most sympathetic with th*a 
poor, the aged, and the afflicted, and her presence was as R my 
of sunshine entering their homes. As Chairman of the local War 
l'e~sions Committee, her latest effort for tho benefib of others, 
the responsible Minisber had conveyed to her relatives hls regret 
in her demise, and his high appreciation of her energy, en th~t -  
siasm, and tact. When next their arises a cause for thte general 
welfare, especially of the lowly of the community, her presence 
will be migsed. I t  will be hard, indeed, to f i ~ d  one equally 
earnest and pakstaking; but it will be impossible to discover one 
more generous, unobtrusive, or unselfish. 



THE BREIFNY ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY. 

General Account of Receipt and Expenditure for year ending 31st Dee., 1921. 

RECEIPTS. 
C s d 

Balance a t  S3anlr on 1st January, 1921 . . . 59 11) 10 
Cash in Deposit a t  Bank on 1st January, 1921 ... 50 0 0 
Life Subscriptions, Entrance Fees and Annnnl 

Subscriptio~~s ... 82 12 1 
Sale of Jou~mals . 6 (! O 
Stanlps on Hand on 1st January, 1921 . . . 2 (i 
Interest on Current Account at Rnnlc . 1 3  0 

ESPENDITGRE. 
£ s cl 

" Anglo-Celt " Account ... 34 9 3 
T. J .  Srnyth Account ... 2 0 7 
Hlocks and Postage for Journal . 14 6 
Ulocks for Journal ... 2 G 0 
Postages ... 1 0 0 
R.efund to S,lernbers who Purchased 1920 

Journal . .  1s 0 
Cash on Deposit a t  Bank on Ylst Dec.. 1921 ... 140 0 n 
Charge on Cnr~'cnt Account . 1 1 0 
Cash and Stnmps on Hand .,. 1 2 G 
lhlance nt Rank on 31st De:cin!)er, 1921 ... 15 1G 5 

El99 8 5 - -  1 Total 

I7 ~isanlinecl a i ~ d  certified correct. 
(Signcd) J .  P. G A N N O N .  
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